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‘High upon & hill overlooking the borough of Indlans

. g small slum area known as Chevy Chase. Under ordinary
ame tances this area would be the residéntial section

the townspeople's ellte. Chevy Chase is geographlcally
ted to be such én area but, as we know, this is not the
gée. When Chevy Chase had first been planned, in the

?fé teens and early twenties of the twentieth century, this
as 1ts original purpose. Chevy Chase was named after the
hevy Chase of Maryland and the Ghévy Chase of Washington,
D. C., where the wealthy aristocrats reside.l A great per-
centage of the land at this time was owned by Dr. Dodson,
the Bryans and Aé; Elking. At the present time there is an
" Elkins Avenue in Chevy Chase named after Mrs. Aé% Elking.
Elking Hall, of Indiana State Teachers College, is also named
after this same woman.2 These plans to make Cheﬁy Chase &

restricted residentisl area were doomed to fallure with the

rise of the depression In the late twenties and early thirties.
The depreséion forced many of these people to sell thelr land

at very low prices. Those who did not have to sell their land

1 Mp. Charles Sadler, Proprietor of Sadler's Bar,
Chevy Chase, Indiana County. .

2 Miss Mary E. Bryan, Bryan Manor Farm, White Township.




. pecause of economic reasons did so because of the lower

classed people who were buylng up the land. Thus, we

heve the Chevy Chase we kﬁow of today in Indiana CountE.B

Today Chevy Chase is shunned by the borough of
Tndiana. There have been several attempts to have Chevy

{ Chase annexed as part of the borough but sach attempt has

been unsuccessful. This move would be very deslrable for

the pesidents of Chevy Chase because it would enable tThem

| to obtain such necessities as street lights, paved roads
and sewage disposal systems. Chevy Chase, which 18 now
deprived of the three previously mentioned utilities, 18

part of Whlte Township. Whilte Township, unfortunately,

3

does not have the finances to undertake such projects as
these. The borough, on the other hand, could more easily

handle such proceedings. . Howesver, according to most in-

dications the borough wants nothing to do with Chevy Chase.

This attitude can be easily exemplified by an inter-

[

L view I had with a clerk in the Indiana Chamber of Commerce.

I bad hoped to obtain some useful information and statistics

b
iy

fpom the Chamber of Cormmerce, but all L received was the cold E

shoulder, which I feel, is the typical ettitude of the

5 average Indiana citizen. I explained to the clerk that I

3 My, Charles Sadler.

L Mrs., Buela Altemus, tax collectopfor White Township,
Indiana County.




was dolng & research papsr on Chevy Chase. I proceeded

to ask her if I might obtalin some statlistlces on the

population of Chevy Chase. Her reply was very sarcastic

and to the point, "Who in the world would want to know

that?". I replied by saying that I did and that someone

must know. Her second answer was even more cutting than

the first, "Nobody knows. If you want to know go out and

count them." The only other information I managed to

obtain from the Chamber of Commerce was a pamphlet (an

ideal community, Indiana, Pa.} telling its readers what

an ideal community Indiana is. The pamphlet fails to

point out to its readers the eyesore known as Chevy Chase,

-

which is Just outside of Indiana and whien, for geographical

reasons, should be part of the borough.5

A second indication of thls attitude was given to

§ me by a Misg Florence Feters of the Indiana BEvening Gazette.
; I was hoping to recelve some information from past editiéns
of the Gazette, but Miss Peters informed me that I would . -
find nothing of much value because the Gazette keeps the
happeﬁings of Chevy Chase rather guiet. Miss Peters did,

howsver, refer me to a few individuals from whom I did re-

ceive some information.
5 Indiana Chamber of Commerce, Indiana, Pa,

6 Miss Florsnce Peters, Indiana Bvening Gazette,
Indiana, Pa. ‘




One of these individuals was Miss Mary E. Bryan
of the Bryan Farm approximately one mile beyond Chevy
Chase. Miss Bryan informed me that she had lived there
811 her life and had never had any trouble from elther
the Negroes or so called "white t;Lsh" of Chevy Chase.
She recalled when White Township had only one colored
family, the Johnsons. She supposed the recent migration
of Negroes to White Township came about through the work
offered to them in coel mines.

Miss Bryan is a former school teacher of the Reider
School in White Township, but at that time, 1911, there
ware‘ho Negro students. Miss Bryan also informed me -
hat the closest contact she has had wlth the HNegroes was
allowing them to hunt on her property. Miss Bryan said
they were always very respeétful.?

The second person which Miss Peters referred me to
wes Mg, Busla Altemus, a white women who resides in Chevy
Chase. Mrs, Altemus is one of the tax collectors of White
Township. She knew of no statistics on the population of
Chevy Chase. She told me that I could get the population
of Wnite Township, but reminded me that Chevy Chase was only

a small part of the township.g'

7 Miss Mary E. Bryen.

8 Mras. Buela Al temus.
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In the treasury office of the Indiéna'County Court
House I was able to obtain the popﬁlation.of both White
Township and Chevy Chase. According to the census of
1950 the population of White Township was 5,34L0. One
thousand, one hundred sixty of these people lived in
Chévy Chase.’ There waes no indication as to the number
of Negroes. However, according to An Economic Survéy of
- Indiana County, Pa., 1950, there were 73,173 white re-
éidents.and 597 Negroes $iving in Indiana County. In
the borough there were 9,723 whites and 20 Negroes or 2
per cent.lo

Mrs. Altemus told me that she had absolutely no

ouble with the Negroes of “hevy Chase. She informed

me that some of her very best friends were Negroes, Ac-
cording to her, Chevy Chass 1s composed of approximately
fifty percent Negroes and fifty percent Caucasians, Mrs,
Altemus said "If my husband and I had children at home
perhaps there would be gome conflict with the Negroes
however, the way it 1s now we all get along fine." Mrs.
Altemus went on to say, "The racial problem 1ls becoming
easier tc cope with and someday the races will mix freely

all over the world as they do in Chevy Chage.” L

9 Treasurer's Office, Indiana County Court House,
The Pennsylvanis Manual, Vol. 90, 1950,
10 An Economic Survey of Indiana County, 1950.
11l Mrs.Buels Altemus.




This attitude is common wi th most of the residents-
of Chevy Chase. Mr. Charles Sadler, Negro proprietor of
Sadler's Bar said "I think Chevy Chase is a pretty good
part of the world to live in." Mr. Sadler, & native of
Alsbama, feels there is all the éifference in the world
between the North and the South, He said, "There is dis-
crimination everywhere, but the law mekes it worse in the
South." Mr. Sadler does, however, feel that the Negro is
slightéd on the soclial slde in Indiana. He says, "They are
glad to get your money for a sult of ciothes, but not too
meny plabeé went your money for a meal in & restaurent. 12

Sadler's Bar is the only bar in Chevy Chase. There
is an Elks Club, but Sadlers is the only privately ownéd
bar. Mr, deler, known as Charley by his customers, says
he gets all kinds of trade. He went on to say, "I get
sverything from college professors to coalmlners and
truckdrivers.” Mr. Sadler claims his place is managed
strictly accofding to the law. He doesn't discriminate
between the races. If there is an argumént_betwgen e Negro
and a white, he will tell whoever is in the wrong to leave,

50 far he has only had to tell two whites and two Negroes

to leave for discriminating against one.another.13

12 My, Charles Sadler

13 Mp. Charles Sadler
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When Mr., Sadler opened his bar many of the towns-

people werésagainst it. They told him that his place would

be torm apart in two weeks by the Negroes and "white trash.”

Mp., Sadler said "That was five years ago end today 1 am

meking over ten thousand dollars a year and there has
never been & riot in my place.“lu
Mr. Sadler, who is quite a philosopher on racial

problems, feels he is the greatest man in Indiana County

for bpringing the races closer together.ls This certalnly

seems to be true becsuse the races mix very freely in

Ssdlers and there seems to be & minimum of discrimination.
Such is slso the case in the Elks Club of Chevy Chase.
It is not an uncommon sight to see a white woman dance with
a colored man or vice versa. According to Mr. Fred Jonnson,
a lNegro member of the Elks, any BElk member may comeé in re-
gardless of color. He said, "In Chevy Chase a man is
treate& as a men regérdless of color, in Indiana a white
men 1s treated as a man, but = colored man is treated as

nl6

an enimal.

Carl Sadler, sixteen year old son of Ur. Sedler, also

notices the prejudices of the Indiana whites. He said he
could not get on Indiana highschool's football team because

’ 1
the coach did not like Negroes.

1, Mr. Charles Sadler

15 Ipid.
16 ¥y, Fred Johnson, Chevy Chase, Indiana Co.

17 carl Sasdler, Chevy Chase, Indiana Co,
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The religious 1ife in Chevy é;ase is taken care of
through three‘churches. Two of these are Churches of
God Under Christ, the third i1s a Baptist Church. At least
two of the ministers do not have high school educations.
Accordihg to Reverend Elder Webb of the Churech of God
Under Christ, 1t is not necessary for & ministef to have
an education., He said the only reguirements were first
a celling from God and then placing all of one's faith in
God. He told mé that before he had become a minister he
had been & wicked man who had smoked, drunk and told dirty
stories, Then one day a friend of his took him to church—
and it was then that he received his calling. He said a
voice told him to go to the pulplt and preach the word of
God. He obeyed the command end since then has been a
minister.l8

When I visited Reverend Webb's church L did nof tell
him why I was there. Consequently, he told his congregation
that I had been sent there by Ged. He explained that I
could have gone to any chureh in Indiana, but God chose to

19

send me to them.

During the services, anyone In the congregation may

rise and speak, This 1s usually done by gilving thanks to

God. There is much music during the three hour spectacle.zo

18 Reverend Hlder Webb, Pastor of the Church of God
Under Christ, Chevy Chase.

19 Tbid.

20 Church of God Under Christ.




At the Beptist Church the sermon i1s sung by the
minister with vocal "hallelujahs," "Amens" and ﬁsay iﬁf
again brothers' thrown in by members of the congregation:

The congregations of the three churches are composed
of both white and colored people, but all three ministers
are colored. A very small percentage of the residents of
Chevy Chase attend church and in many cases the ones that
do appear to be ﬁental cases, JThe Bgptist Church is the
most liberal of the two churches.I visited and therelore
has the largest congregation. The other church prohibits
snoking and drinking because they sare supposed ﬁé-be
tools of the devil, |

According to Reverend Elder Webb there are at least
ten mixed marriasges in Chevy Chase., His own wife is a
white woman. Mixed marriages are considered neither un-
common nor undésirable.22

Very few people in Chevy Chase ever come into Indiana.
They do most of there shopping at Loblaw‘s Super Market.
This cuts down on there being discriminated against by
the townspeople.23

Chevy Chase does not have street lights, paved roads,

sewage disposal systems or playgrounds. Their recreation is

2l Baptist Church, Chevy Chase, Indiana Co.
Reverend Elder Webb
Mr. Charles Sadler




1imited bo hunting in the wooded areas beyond Chevy

Chese and in socializing at Sadlers or the Elks Club.

vMost of the homes are old and run down with a minimum

of furnilture although most of them do havertelevision
sets. Véry few of the people have high school educations. -
The borough bf Tndiana could alleviate many_of these
problems but refpses to do so because 1t may goil the

good neme of Indisna. However, there are certain agencies
that ere attempting to ease the‘situation. One of these
agencies 18 the Nurse's Home, associated with the State
¢linic. Here, the reéidents of Chevy Chase maj‘receive
medical examinstions and tpeatment. Surprisingly éhough
though ﬁhe citizens of Chevy Chase are rather healthy.
According to one of the nurses, there is no more disease
in Chevy Chase than there is in other parts of the county.

The nurse supposed that they had become immuned to many

diseaSes such a8 typhold and tuberculosis by living under
these conditions for a long period of time.

The nurse sald thatb the people of Chevy Chase com-
plained the most on garbage belng dumped on ﬁhéir land by
McCreary's garbage disposal and the mistreatment of their

children'in Tndiena high school. The State Clinic tries

to alleviate these problems LY having the garbage moved

2l

and getting a better understanding with the schobl officials®

2u.Nurses Home, State Clinle, Indiana, Pa.
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Another agency which gilves Chevy Chase a helping
hand is the Indiana County Board of Assigtance. Mrs.
George Miller is the representative for Chevy Chase and
according to her the only people eligible for assistance
are those who request help and have a definite need. Thls
need is based upon things such &s unemployment, illness
and mental or physical status. If the espplicant is de=
sefving of assxstance he is allowed up ©O @17 1o rent per
month, $5.40 for heating, cooking and llghtlng and $34..20
for miscellaneous expenses or & totael of %59.00. Besides
this they mey obtain free medlclal, dentai and burial
gervices. -
According to Mrs. Miller, at the present time there
are twenty-seven white ramilies and five Negro families
receiving assistance in Chevy Chase. ‘Mrs. Miiler sald
the number varies and that it 3s slightly smaller at this”
time of the year because of the seasonal Work offered at

25

Musser's Nursery.
The Buresu of Employment Security of Indiana County
informed mé that there are no records on the number of
people unemployed in Chevy Chase., It was explained that
they do not keep records of different areas, but only on

the county as a whole.26

25 Mps. George Miller, Indiana County Board of
Assistance, Indlana, Fa.

26 mpe Bureau of Employment Security, Indiana County.
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The Indisna County Loan and Thrift Corporatlon does
not carry too meny people from Chevy Chase because they
are considered bad risks. They sald that of the ones
they are carrying they have both poor and good risks. No
statistice were revealed.27

Crime in Chevy Chase is evidently no worse than it
is in othsr parts of the county. Although no stétistics
were available at either the Courthouse or the District
Attorney'é'office Mr. Murray Buterbaugh, the District
Attorney; saild that generally sped ing there wes not an
swful lot of crime in Chevy Chase. He said that tgo
particular families, one white and one Yegro, givé Chevy
Chese an unfavorable name by belng involved in frequent
criminal offences.

Mr. Buterbaugh said'that'tha greatest number of
criminal offences committed in Chevy Chase was petty
larceny offences committed by Juveniles. He sald they
steal from the Country Club, which is not far from Chevy
Chaée, because they feel they are entitled fto do so since
the country club set. has so.much and they have so

1ittle.28

27 indiana County Loan and Thrift Corpcratlion,
Indiana, Pa.

28 pp. Murray Buterbaugh, District Attorney,
Indlana, Pa.
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Mr. Buterbaugh, & prointegratlionist, feels that
some thing cbuld be done about this by éiving these
people equality in education and Work.a9

Even though these conditions exist and from most
indications shall continue to exist, the people of
Chevy Chase, both Caucesiang and Negroes have learned

£o live with one snother with s.minimum of conflict.

Few, 1f any, would 1live elsewhere.

29 Mr. Murray Buterbaugh, District Attorney,
Indiana County.
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