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Mining History on Your Desktop

Background
Background essays written by local historians (including Indiana University of Pennsylvania professors) to provide context for primary sources included in the database.

Lesson Plans
The Coal Culture website features lesson plans to facilitate the teaching of mining history and the use of primary sources in the classroom.  Lesson plans have links to articles, photographs and artifacts on the Coal Culture website.

Timeline
A chronological list of significant events in local mining history.
Search Tool

A search tool allows you to search the collection of primary sources, background essays and articles, lesson plans, timeline, and bibliographic entries.

Bibliography
The Coal Culture website also includes bibliographic information on articles and books which offer more information on Southwestern Pennsylvania coal mining life.
Project made possible by a LSTA grant. It paid undergraduate and graduate students to photograph and scan primary source materials and improve those images with Adobe Photoshop.  These photographs and images are now archived on the Coal Culture website for your easy access and viewing:
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Photograph of the Iselin Italian Band enhanced in Adobe Photoshop.

Visiting Special Collections

We welcome visitors to collections during regular special collections hours. Our unique and valuable collections are housed in a closed stack area but can be used in our reading rooms. Staffing is limited and hours are occasionally cut short so we encourage users to contact us prior to their visits to make the best use of their time.
The IUP Special Collections and University Archives is located in Stapleton Library, Room 302, and is open five days a week.  Visit our website, www.iup.edu/archives to learn more about our collections and online resources.  In additional to Pennsylvania Coal Culture, collections include Record Groups, Manuscript Collections, Rare Books, and the Pennsylvania Collection.  All materials are available to the public, and can be used in our Reading Room.   

