BROOKLYN LAW SCHOOL

375 PEARL STREET
BROOKLYN, N. Y. 11201

CLARK MILLER
PROFESSOR OF LAW MAIN 5-2200

April 17, 1965

Director
State Teachers College
Indiana, Pennsylvania

Dear Sir:

I am enclosing a letter which I recently discovered in going
over some old papers and I thought it might be of interest in
the archives of the school.

I must give you some anterior history and background because I
am sure this may be meaningless without it.

Silas M. Clark was a trustee (maybe at that time, President of
the Board of Trustees) of the (then) Indiana State Normal School
whose men's dormitory, Silas M. Clark Hall, was named for. I

am his eldest grandson. At the time of this letter, he had
recently been elevated to the bench of the Supreme Court of
Pennsylvania. Miss Leonard (I remember her well as an old lady
when I was a youngster) was Dean of Women. Apparently there had
occurred some sort of student fracas similar to some recent ones -
history does repeat itself! - with which she had been unable to
cope. The "Steele'" he mentions was my mothers oldest brother -
then in the class of 1885 at Princeton.

Justice Clark's home was at Sixth Street and Wayne Avenue - an
0ld residence which, from my latest information (some twenty
years ago) had been acquired by the County of Indiana. I spent
many months there in my pre-teen years and was most familiar with
your campus when Hope Stewart, a distant cousin succeeded Miss
Leonard.

I do not want this letter buried in an obscure file, therefore if
you have no place or method by which it can be displayed as a
matter of the School's history, please return it to me so that

my cousins znd I may retain it as a matter of family history.

Youps aly,

»

K MIlle
B.AL, L.L.B.,; S.d.D.

Professor of Law
Enc.
P.8. I was beptised Silas Moorhead Clark Miller in 1397.



May 14, 1965

Mr, Clark Miller
Professor of Law
Brooklyn Law School
375 Pearl Street
Brooklyn, N. Y. 11201
Dear Professor Miller:

A belated reply to your letter of April 17,

I want to convey to you on behalf of our students,
our faculty, and our library staff my deepest appreciation
for this lovely family gift.

We are trying so diligently to attract historical
material relating to the college. In the near future I will
have it framed and posted at the entrance to our Archives
Room along with your letter.

Again, thank you.

Sincerely yours,

William B, Lafranchi
Head Librarian

WEL3ms
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My dear Miss Leonard,

If I remember well the farewell
or parting words we had before |
returned to my labor here. You agreed
to write me another letter, treating my
visit home as a reply to your

former one as usual you fail

to comply with your contract. No
wonder as a punishment for your
frequent violation of well made
promises, the Normal School is
running #et riot. No wonder, indeed
that the boys are domiciled on

the girls side of the building
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No wonder you fainted, and
Mrs. Gaighead wept & the
School generally is in sack-
cloth and ashes.! 1 now feel that
I will be obliged to resign my
office, return to Indiana, and
supervise you all. No such things
occurred when | was there. No
such things were dreamed of.

I am amazed and horrified still.

| sympathize with you, and hope
that you may get along without
me. | will not resign just now.

I will give you one more chance

1. . -
“in sackcloth and ashes”: in a state of repentance or sorrow; contrite
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Well, seriously, how was this affair
what is the present condition of
the matter?

I am working away at the
duties of my office—am getting
adapted to the peculiar requirements
of the place & find it gradually
becoming easier. At least |
feel easier and more confident
of my ability to succeed. |
have been treated so generously
by all here. Have been shown
S0 many courtesies, and receive
everywhere so many pleasant
thirgs attentions that | cannot but feel
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that | have made a favorable
impression, with those whom

I was most anxious to please. | cannot
enter into any particulars now

but will talk with you when

come home. Steele will be

with me today. | received a

postal this morning stating

that he would be up to spend the

Sabbath with me. Please write

me at once when you receive
this as | will greatly appreciate
a line from you. Hoping that you
are perfectly happy. |am
Your sincere friend,
Silas M. Clark





