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This edition of IUP Magazine is different for reasons you 
will find obvious—and some that may not be so obvious.

For the first time in its twenty-eight-year history, it 
has a new editor. Karen Philippi Gresh ’67 oversaw the 
magazine from its humble start as Oak Leaves in 1983. 
Over nearly three decades, she led it through several 
transitions in size and format, to its current format and 
name. Her work resulted in scores of national awards—
from Apex, Admissions Marketing Report, and the 
Council for Advancement and Support of Education, 
to name a few.  IUP Magazine has been a constant 
through various administrative eras. Gresh never missed 
a deadline; therefore, the magazine always has been 
delivered as promised—ensuring IUP remained in our 
readers’ thoughts on a regular schedule. 

Gresh retired in the summer. We wish her well and 
thank her for her tenure of wise editorial judgment. She 
has turned the reins over to Elaine Jacobs Smith ’93, who 
has served as a member of IUP’s Communications staff 
since 2007. 

The magazine you hold in your hands today is Gresh’s 
legacy, but it is Smith’s to carry on. Within a tweaked 
design, Smith will continue to bring readers the same 
high-quality alumni and university stories. But, with 
IUP’s growing commitment to funded research, she 
plans to deliver to you more stories like the one you will 
find in this issue about Tim Nuttle’s research on white-
tailed deer.

Funded research is a key element in the educational 
experience. We are striving to conduct more of it, because 
we want our students to learn from those who are 
leaders in their fields of study. As a public university, IUP 
also has a commitment to use funded research in ways 
that can be applied to the public good. As a result, we are 
stepping up our efforts in that regard, and we want to 
share with you the discoveries our scholars make and the 
services they provide.

We hope you will continue to grow with IUP by 
enjoying the magazine you have always known and by 
reading about our new endeavors.

David Werner
Interim President 

Change, Subtle and Steady

MESSAGE FROM THE

PRESIDENT
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Framed in the warm colors of fall 
is the IUP Performing Arts Center, 
comprising Fisher Auditorium, Waller 
Hall, and the 20,000-square-foot, glass-
enclosed grand lobby that has joined the 
performance venues since 2008. 
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Call of the Wild

Letters Passion for Teaching

Mentors

Total Package
Namedroppers

In the NohAll about Alumni

Exploring California

The White-Tail Effect

A Season to Remember

A Tap on the Shoulder

Alaskan Gus Guenther is many 
things: dogsledder, commercial 
salmon fisherman, carpenter, 
former newspaper reporter. Now 
he can add IUP alumnus to that 
list.

Without predators like wolves 
and cougars, deer populations 
run high in Pennsylvania forests 
and largely control what plants 
and insects are available for 
other animals to eat. Biology 
professor Tim Nuttle recently 
studied this chain reaction. 

Under head coach Bill Graham, 
the softball team had its best 
season in school history, making 
its first appearance in the College 
World Series and bringing 
Ruth Podbielski, a champion of 
women’s athletics at IUP, to tears 
along the way.

By addressing both academic 
and nonacademic needs of 
students, the team at IUP’s 
Punxsutawney campus is 
working to ease the transition 
to higher education and lay 
the foundation for university 
success.
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FRONT COVER: White-tailed deer get a lot of attention at this time of year   from 
the hunters searching them out to the motorists trying to avoid them. An IUP 
Biology professor is paying attention for a different reason: to study how deer 
influence the food supply for other animals in Pennsylvania forests. Photograph 
by Joe Kosack/PGC

ABOVE: The view from the front of Waller Hall showed a mostly green Oak 
Grove in mid-October. 
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Professor Sue Rieg honored her first-grade teacher by 
establishing a scholarship to help her own students 
become teachers.

Cook Honors College student Jackie Hynson is a 
nationally ranked swimmer who found her niche at 
IUP after spending a year at a Division I school.

Recently heading to Asia to perform noh, a centuries-
old form of Japanese musical drama, were two theater 
graduates from the ’80s.

By sharing their adventures from Sequoia National 
Park to Redwood Country, two professors aim to 
inspire others to travel.

IUP Magazine

IUP Magazine

iup-magazine@iup.edu
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FRONTDOOR FACTS, FIGURES, SHORT SUBJECTS, QUICK TAKES

That increase is no accident; it is largely 
the result of intense recruiting efforts by 
Admissions staff members. From mid-
September through Veterans Day, Lisa 
Marie Baker ’97, M’99 will log about a 
thousand miles per week as she attends 
twenty-one college fairs and visits sixty 
high schools in a handful of Eastern 
Pennsylvania counties. And that’s just 
Baker. Combined, the nine undergraduate 
admissions counselors go to about six 
hundred recruiting events during their fall 
travel season.

That may sound like a lot, but the number 
is actually on the decline. In addition to 
the expense of travel and time away, the 
Office of Admissions has found on-campus 
recruiting activities to be more effective, 
according to Director Michael Husenits ’93.

The department is doing more to promote 
these campus visits as well, and the growing 
use of the Web has helped, Husenits said. 
“Anywhere you go on the Admissions 
website, you see a Visit Us icon. We make it 
pretty easy to sign up.”

Still, as Baker gives presentations to 
potential students when they visit campus, 
she opts for education over sales pitch. 
Finding the right fit is important, she said. 
“We want them to come here, stay here, and 
graduate from here.

“We help them understand what IUP has to 
offer and empower them to make the choice 
to come here.”

The statistics on the next page give a 
snapshot of enrollment changes over the 
years and undergraduate recruitment 
activities:

IUP had a record-breaking total student 
enrollment for the third-straight year in Fall 

2011. In fact, the number of applicants has 
been so high that IUP closed the application 
process in the spring of the last three years.

Total Enrollment by Year

 • 2011: 15,132
 • 2010: 15,126
 • 2009: 14,638
 • 2008: 14,310

A 5.7 percent increase from 2008 to 2011

Enrollment by Degree 
for Fall 2011

 • Undergraduate: 12,943
 • Master’s: 1,379
 • Doctoral: 810

Residency for Fall 2011

(Graduate and undergraduate)
 • In State: 13,246
 • Out of State: 1,265
 • International: 621

Total Recruitment 
Activities

 • Fall 2010: 864
 • Fall 2009: 918
 • Fall 2008: 1,118
 • Fall 2007: 1,105

A 22 percent decrease from Fall 2007 to Fall 
2010

On-Campus Recruitment 
Activities

(Individual appointments, weekday visits, 
Academic Expos, Decision Days, etc.)

Total Student Visitors to Campus
 • Fall 2010: 6,654 
 • Fall 2009: 5,899
 • Fall 2008: 5,076
 • Fall 2007: 4,349

A 53 percent increase from Fall 2007 to Fall 
2010

Most popular day for visitors to IUP 
(2010): Saturday
Most popular month for campus 
visitors (2010): November

Off-Campus Recruitment 
Activities

(High school visits, college fairs, direct-mail 
marketing, etc.)

 • Fall 2010: 656
 • Fall 2009: 710
 • Fall 2008: 809
 • Fall 2007: 882

A 26 percent decrease from Fall 2007 to Fall 
2010

Applications vs. Admissions

(Percentage of applicants admitted)
 Applications Admissions Percentage
Fall 2011 13,338 9,965  75%
Fall 2010 12,755 9,576  75%
Fall 2009 12,085 9,229  76%
Fall 2008 11,492 9,111  79%

Total applications increased by 16 percent from Fall 2008 to Fall 2011. In the same 
time period, IUP has become more selective in its admissions, accepting 75 percent 
of applicants in Fall 2011 compared to 79 percent in Fall 2008. The average SAT 
score for first-year students has risen by 18 points over the same four years, but by 
30 points in the last six years.

Western Pennsylvania 
vs. Eastern Pennsylvania 
Applications
  
  Western Eastern
 Fall 2010 5,434 5,603
 Fall 2009 5,220 5,255
 Fall 2008 4,870 5,114
 Fall 2007 4,709 4,851

Breakdown has remained steady at about 49 
percent from Western Pennsylvania and 
51 percent from Eastern Pennsylvania.

Out-of-State Applications

 • Fall 2010: 1,346
 • Fall 2009: 1,610
 • Fall 2008: 1,478
 • Fall 2007: 1,020

A 32 percent increase from Fall 2007 to Fall 
2010 

Ten Most Popular 
Majors among IUP 
Undergraduates in 2011

 1. Criminology (951)
 2. Nursing (618)
 3. Communications Media (565)
 4. Psychology (555)
 5. Physical Education and Sport (551)
 6. Management (480)
 7. Early Childhood Education/Special  
  Ed (386)
 8. Accounting (382)
 9. Marketing (373)
 10. Biology (355)

Ten High Schools 
Producing the Most IUP 
Undergraduates in 2011

 1. Indiana Area (449)
 2. Marion Center Area (160)
 3. Punxsutawney Area (143)
 4. Kittanning (126)
 5. Kiski Area (118)
 6. Homer-Center (115)
 7. Seneca Valley (112)
 8. Hempfield Area (99)
 9. Plum (98)
 10. Penns Manor Area (97)

LEFT: The Academic Expo on campus in 
July had roughly 950 people in attendance. 
Expos, held three to four times a year, 
include a tour of campus, a chance to meet 
with professors to learn more about a 
major, and information about dining and 
housing.

RIGHT: Lisa Marie Baker ’97, M’99 
giving a presentation to visiting 

students and parents
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Behind the Record Enrollment
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LETTERS
A Fitting Irony
In the printed photo from the October 9, 
1965, Homecoming game, we can identify 
three alums from the Class of ’69: Second 
row from the bottom, second person from 
the right (first person’s head is cut off) is 
Sam Baker. I am directly above Sam’s head 
in the next row, looking to my left, and 
sitting beside me to my left (next person to 
the right in the picture) is my wife, Linda 
(Leighty) McPherson.

Linda and I met one month before the 
picture was taken, on September 9, 1965—
freshman arrival day—standing next 
to each other in the “I-Card Validation 
Problems” line at the Student Union, 
steady-dated throughout our undergraduate 
years, and were married in August 1969, two 
months after our graduation, so it is a fitting 
irony also to have this picture in an issue 
that carries a feature about alumni couples! 
We’ll celebrate our forty-second wedding 
anniversary on August 16.

We both also have master’s degrees from 
IUP (Don, M.A. in History, 1971; Linda, 
M.Ed. in English, 1976) and we are faculty 
emerita/emeritus (Linda, English; Don, 
Employment and Labor Relations). We both 
retired in June 2004.

Another great issue—thanks for the 
memories!

Don McPherson ’69, M’71
Linda Leighty McPherson ’69, M’76

Indiana, Pa.

Another of the 6,888
We enjoyed reading about our friends 
Barb and Jim Laughlin in the summer IUP 
Magazine, since we are one of the 6,888 
alumni couples. We met at Indiana in 
1947 and married in January 1949 before 
going to Altoona for student teaching and 
graduating in May 1949.

When we were enrolled in the school, it 
was known as ISTC (Indiana State Teachers 
College), but it has since grown to university 
status, with a much larger enrollment. 
I think there were about two thousand 
students when we were there.

Our two daughters, Susan ’80 and Jane ’90, 
also graduated from IUP and have gone on 
to successful careers. Jane was chosen as 
the first female commanding officer for the 
IUP Marching Band, and she has continued 

to keep in touch with many of the band 
members.

I have a long history of connections with 
Indiana, since my father, Dr. Richard 
Hitchcock, taught Physics there in 1941-
1943 and for some time after his service in 
World War II.

Even though it has been a long time since 
we were in Indiana, we still enjoy reading 
about the activities there and the many 
students who have been honored in some 
way. Thank you for keeping us informed.

Elizabeth Hitchcock Anderson ’49
Nicholas Anderson ’49

Gibsonia, Pa.

Another Couple Checks In
We enjoyed the recent article about the 
couple that met at IUP. Ron and I met 
in high school, but we both went to IUP. 
I went in 1967, and, although Ron had 
an acceptance from Penn State, he went 
to IUP. … Having taught Family and 
Consumer Sciences, I enjoyed the recent 
article “America’s Nutrition Cheerleader” 
because it is one of the first I have seen that 
focused on a career from the former Home 
Economics, now Family and Consumer 
Sciences, program.

Rebecca Everhart Gohn ’71, M’73
Ronald Gohn ’73

York, Pa.

Seeing Old Friends
It was a pleasure to see the names of old 
friends in the summer edition of the IUP 
Magazine. To these, I want to say hello and 
God bless: Jean Federici Dobis ’55, La Rue 
Epler ’55, Phil Cavanaugh ’55, Nick Cook 
’55, Shirley Hoenstine Davis ’55, Dwight 
Pecsenye ’55, Cliff Cox ’56, M’59, M’68. And, 
my condolences and sympathies to the 
Costanza family. “Minnie,” as I knew her, 
was a special friend, and I am sure she and 
her wonderful personality will be missed.

Reverend J. William Dean ’55
York, Pa.

This Kind of Instructor
I know there are so many special educators 
in the field. How they teach and how they 
live their lives touch many students. Bill 
Thomas ’64 was this kind of instructor. He 

had many students because he was a music 
teacher.

When he passed away, the obituary was 
first placed in the Cleveland Plain Dealer 
newspaper.  Others noticed that there was 
an overwhelming sharing of memories 
in the guest book. This brought attention 
to put an article in the Cleveland Heights 
Patch newspaper and also the News-Herald 
newspaper. They were amazed at the 127 
entries in the guest book. He was special to 
those whom he taught. He lived a life that 
he would have them live. He brought music 
to them in a way that they appreciated. It 
was all kinds of music.

I know that he didn’t invent anything, 
wasn’t head of some enormous company, 
or raise money for special causes, but he led 
young adults to better themselves. … He 
helped teenagers find themselves and make 
a better country in which to live.
     

Jane Monroe Thomas ’64 
  Chesterland, Ohio

A Wonderful Journey
Just a follow-up to Dr. O’Bruba’s letter in the 
Summer 2011 edition of IUP Magazine. I 
thank him for inspiring me to write. I, too, 
am very thankful for my education at IUP. 
It set a wonderful foundation for doctoral 
work.

The invitation to attend IUP was the 
beginning of a wonderful journey in which 
I discovered my love of being “Student” and 
the joy of being “Teacher.”

Like Dr. O’Bruba, as a result of my education 
at IUP, I have had the joy of being of service 
to college students. Dr. George Zepp, my 
advisor, was a wonderful inspiration for 
my work. And I often have shared with my 
students the words of Dr. Millie Shank, IUP 
Ed Psych professor: “The sky is the limit. Just 
do your best, and let God do the rest.”

Janice Lynn “Jay” Hochgertel ’73
New Kensington, Pa.

P.S. Thanks to Keith Boyer, IUP 
photographer, who has captured the Oak 
Grove so well—the exact view I shared with 
my wonderful roommates (Martha Horton, 
Jan Koll, Debbie Hower) when we lived at 
247 John Sutton Hall during Spring term 
1970.

A Tap on the Shoulder:
Punxsutawney’s Holistic Approach
As it nears its fifty-year 
anniversary celebration, 
IUP Punxsutawney 
facilitates the education 
of some 350 first-year 
students—a good 
number for the campus’s 
current purpose, 
according to Terry 
Appolonia ’79, M’81, the 
newly appointed dean.

“T his campus offers a terrific opportunity for any student,” Appolonia said. “Our 
one-year curriculum and comprehensive support framework are designed 
to intentionally facilitate a smooth transition to higher education and lay a 
foundation for successful university study. We don’t measure the potential of 

our students by SAT scores, intelligence quotient tests, and high school grades. We hope to 
help them discover their attributes and passion for their chosen field of study.”

What differentiates Punxsutawney from Indiana amounts to size and a focus that doesn’t 
usually happen on the typical college campus. Upon their arrival, students often are not 
aware of what they need to do to succeed, Appolonia said.

“We are a smaller, more intimate campus. We’re more intrusive. We will tap students on the 
shoulder if they aren’t actively addressing the needs we perceive they have. And, because of 
that, we think this experience is going to be more advantageous to them and to their success,” 
he said.

“The goal is to develop a regular and ongoing relationship with each student. We want to 
be certain the student and faculty advisor or peer mentor are seeing each other frequently 
throughout the semester. There’s actual coaching going on—academic and nonacademic. A 
team of people comes together to assess the needs a particular student might have and how 
best to help the student successfully continue at IUP. We have an academic standard we will 
abide by, but a student’s emotional and behavioral health are indicative of predicting—not 
determining, but predicting—a student’s ongoing success as well.”

Appolonia said, thanks to the efforts of teaching and library faculty members, students 
at Punxsutawney, in addition to the usual classes taken during the freshman year, take 
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The entry hall of Punxsutawney’s 
academic center 
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ACHIEVEMENTS

Outstanding Chapter

The American Chemical Society recognized IUP’s student affiliate as an “Outstanding Student 
Chapter” based on its activities during the 2010-11 academic year. Winning chapters will be 
honored during the society’s national meeting in San Diego in March. Meantime, chapter 
members provided chemistry demonstrations at the Carnegie Science Center in Pittsburgh as 
part of a National Chemistry Week celebration in October. The students simulated fluoride’s 
effects on tooth enamel by applying it to eggshells and demonstrated how cereals are fortified 
with iron. Overseeing the project were two Chemistry faculty members who are also IUP 
alumni: Nathan McElroy ’94 serves as chapter advisor, and Justin Fair M’04 accompanied 
the students to the science center. Incidentally, both are married to IUP alumnae as well: 
McElroy to Dana Phillips McElroy ’94, and Fair to Kara Griffith ’04.

National Rankings

IUP, in recent months, was named to the following national listings:
 • Princeton Review’s Best 376 Colleges, 2012 edition
 • U.S. News & World Report’s “Best Colleges,” 2012 edition
 • Forbes magazine’s “America’s Top Colleges”
 • Princeton Review’s Best 294 Business Schools, 2012 edition (Eberly College of Business  
  and Information Technology)
 • Washington Monthly magazine’s national rankings of schools based on contributions  
  to society

Bridging Scholarship

Marc Colatrino, an Asian Studies major, was 
one of eighty-five students in the nation and 
one of three in Pennsylvania to be awarded 
a scholarship from the U.S.-Japan Bridging 
Foundation for study abroad in Japan. He is 
doing his yearlong study at Nagoya Gakuin 
University in Nagoya, Japan.

College Sports Media 
Awards

IUP-TV Sports Productions was honored 
in the 2011 College Sports Media Awards 
competition with nominations in the Live 
Game and Event Production category and 
an honorable mention in the Outstanding 
Promotional Video, PSA, Program, Open, 
or Campaign category for the video The 
Road to the Elite Eight, available at www.
iup.edu/magazine/roadtoeliteeight. The 
competition is sponsored by the Sports 
Video Group and the National Association 
of Collegiate Directors of Athletics.

two classes designed specifically for the campus’s transition 
atmosphere—one focused in general humanities and social 
sciences and another in library science and technology. He said 
the faculty members who work closely with the students—Ray 
Beisel, Portia Diaz, Tess DonGiovanni O’Neil ’74, M’80, Lynn 
Shelly, and Rosalee Stilwell, to name a few—have a longtime 
commitment to the campus’s curricular component. Colleen Lyons 
Casaday ’77, Carol Asamoah, and Theo Turner ’95, M’98 provide 
support and structure student life components. 

Appolonia served in various student life roles in Indiana for the 
last twenty-five years, most recently as associate vice president 
for Student Development and dean of students. He said he wishes 
he could offer every student on the Indiana campus what the 
Punxsutawney campus offers students.

“If we could be as intrusive with all students at Indiana, offer as 
much mentoring as we do here, and be as intentional with the 
entire freshman class as we are with our 350 students here in 
Punxsutawney—well, any university would want to be able to do 
that with their freshmen.” m

Completing the Experience
Terry Appolonia, the Punxsutawney campus’s new dean, believes 
the experience his students receive is special. He wants to make it 
even more so. The following is his wish list.

Scholarships
“We want to provide an experience that students will seek rather 
than feel they’ve been assigned.” Appolonia referred to “The Debt 
Dilemma,” a story that appeared in the summer edition of IUP 
Magazine. The article reported the average IUP student graduates 
with more than $26,000 of debt. “Of course, there is plenty of need 
here and on any campus,” he said. “When we talk about a student 
whose transition to higher education is significant, certainly 
economic need factors into that.” Appolonia believes it is critical to 
defray the tuition of students who demonstrate potential.

Strengthening the Curriculum
“We want to broaden our curriculum in creative ways, with 
appropriate regard for our resource challenges. We want to offer 
additional discipline-specific courses so that the transition to 
the Indiana campus is a seamless one.” Appolonia said private 
resources would enable academic departments to identify and 
refer available faculty members to IUP Punxsutawney to teach 
those courses.

Recreational Opportunity
“Physical health and emotional health depend on recreational 
outlets. We can’t ask students to spend nine months here and not 
offer them recreational opportunities.” The campus has organized 
recreational activities now, Appolonia said, but the students must 
borrow facilities from the community. While a basketball court is 
in the works, Appolonia hopes in the future to offer students an 
outdoor recreation commons—a sand volleyball court, an outdoor 
pavilion for study and socializing, and a walking trail. 

Student Site Experiences, Expert 
Residencies, and Faculty 
Development Opportunities 
Appolonia wants his students to have curricular-based exposure 
to architecture, museums, and live theater and then use those 
experiences to spark classroom discussion. Likewise, he would 
like to continue sponsoring expert residencies on the campus—
Michael Stadler ’03, M’09 from the IUP Center for Turning and 
Furniture Design is currently interacting with students as a guest 
resident expert. Finally, he wants to be able to fund professional 
development for faculty members dedicated to the campus’s 
special mission.

Help Punxsutawney Now
Readers interested in discussing how to assist students 
who attend IUP Punxsutawney should contact Bill 
Speidel, associate vice president for Development, at 724-
357-2324. To have an immediate impact, visit www.iup.
edu/giveagift to make a gift to the Punxsutawney Dean’s 
Innovation Fund.
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The academic building is what visitors see first upon arriving at 
the Punxsutawney campus. It is attached to a living center, home 
to 190 of the campus’s 350 students. Dean Terry Appolonia hopes 
to add outdoor recreational facilities in the near future. 

Giving chemistry demonstrations at the Carnegie Science Center in Pittsburgh 
were, from left, Lindsay Matolyak, Min-Hee Kang, and Victoria Hammer.

K
EI

TH
 B

O
YE

R



WWW.IUP.EDU/MAGAZINE 11WWW.IUP.EDU/MAGAZINE10

Call 
of the         
Wild

By Pat Farabaugh

E ach semester, longtime IUP Journalism professor Randy 
Jesick asks his students to write a short autobiography. 
Gus Guenther wrote the words above at the beginning of 
his junior year at IUP.

He followed through on the plans he put on paper in Jesick’s class 
twenty-three years ago. Now, the forty-three-year-old Alaska 
resident can add IUP alumnus to his autobiography.

Guenther completed requirements for his bachelor’s degree in 
Journalism last fall and graduated from IUP in May. It’s 4,316 
miles from his hometown of Clam Gulch, Alaska, to IUP. For 
Guenther, it was an equally long road to graduation.

The Butler County native enrolled at IUP in the fall of 1986 after 
graduating from Slippery Rock High School. He served as sports 
editor of the Penn before leaving the university in May of 1990, 
several credits shy of graduation.

“He was always sort of a character,” Jesick recalled. “Whether 
it was the hot days of September, when the Fall semester was 
beginning, or the very warm days in May, when Spring semester 
was ending, he always wore a hat with flaps over his ears.

“He was an upbeat student and always had something to say—a 
very likable person.” 

Guenther left Western Pennsylvania in the summer of 1990, 
landing a job as a sports writer with the Peninsula Clarion 
newspaper on Alaska’s Kenai Peninsula. “I got off the phone [after 
accepting the job offer] and threw some clothes in a bag,” Guenther 
said. “An hour later, I was on the road. Six-and-a-half days later, I 
was here.”

After seven months on the staff of the Clarion, he moved on to 
the Anchorage Times. When the Times folded in 1992, Guenther 
found himself more than four thousand miles from home and 
unemployed.

But he knew one thing. He wasn’t leaving the Land of the 
Midnight Sun.

“As soon as I crossed the border and saw the vast emptiness and 
ruggedness of it, I knew I was staying here. I didn’t care what 
happened; I was not leaving Alaska. During my sophomore year 
at IUP, I saw a map of it. I didn’t know anything about it, but 
I said to myself, ‘I have to go there.’ I got the feeling that this is 
where I belong.”

Guenther has worked different jobs over the years to pay his bills. 
He was employed as a commercial salmon fisherman for eleven 
years, working on Kodiak Island, Prince William Sound, Cook 
Inlet, and Bristol Bay. “It was brute, physical work in very rough 
conditions.”

Following his time as a salmon fisherman, he completed an 
apprenticeship to become a carpenter. He landed industrial 
construction work in the winters of 2009 and 2010 at the South 
Pole in Antarctica, where he was a member of a crew building a 
new research station.

“My first year on the South Pole, a guy came in to give a safety talk, 
and he walked in with an IUP T-shirt on. My jaw just dropped. I 
went up to talk to him after his presentation and we chatted for 
about a half-hour about IUP. It was kind of surreal.” The speaker 
was Matt Barnes, a 2002 IUP Safety Sciences graduate working for 
Raytheon Polar Services at the time.

Work has never driven Guenther—it has always been a means to 
an end. “When the jobs come up, I do them. I don’t work the same 
kind of ridiculous schedule most people do. A lot of people lose 
track of what life is all about. It’s not about going to work every 
day. If you only have weekends and two weeks of vacation, you 
can lose touch. You only get one chance at life, so you might as 
well enjoy it.”

Guenther derives a great deal of enjoyment at his current job. 
Earlier this year, he began giving dogsled tours on the Mendenhall 
Glacier near Juneau. He flies in by helicopter and gives tourists 
from Alaskan cruise liners rides around the glacier, which is 
roughly 3,500 feet above sea level. During the tours, he and the 
other mushers live out of Quonset-hut-style tents.

Guenther owns twenty Alaskan huskies. In the early nineties, 
he began racing sled dogs. In March 1994, he completed his first 
Iditarod Trail Sled Dog Race. A 1,049-mile race from Anchorage 
to Nome, the event attracts roughly fifty mushers each year. He 
competed in his second Iditarod four years later. In both races, 
Guenther and his team of huskies covered the course in eleven to 
twelve days. That’s more than ninety miles a day.

“They’re unbelievable athletes,” said Guenther, who often must 
navigate his dogs through whiteout conditions, gale-force winds, 
and sub-zero temperatures. “In every race I’ve run, when I get to 
the finish line, the dogs would be happy to keep going. If you give 
them enough rest and they’re eating well, they’re not spent at all. 
They need a couple days to recover, but they’re always looking to 
go again.”

Guenther and his dogs are currently training for the Yukon 
Quest International Sled Dog Race, a grueling one-thousand-
mile competition that starts in Fairbanks, Alaska, and ends in 
Whitehorse, Yukon. He is seeking sponsors for the 2012 race, set 
to begin February 4, and can be contacted at wildthingkennels@
hotmail.com.

The Yukon Quest is conducted in the dead of winter, when 
Alaskan days consist of seventeen-and-a-half hours of darkness. 
Temperatures often plunge to 30 to 40 degrees below zero during 
the race, with wind chills down to 80 below.

“I’ll be happy living in Alaska with my dog, writing who knows what, and making 
enough money to put food on my plate and Alpo in Killer’s dish. No millions of dollars, 

no big-city newspapers, no fast cars and fame or fortune. It might be nice, though.”
—Gustave Guenther, September 1988
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Gus Guenther races Alaskan huskies. Males grow to 
between forty and sixty pounds, while females reach 
weights of thirty-five to fifty pounds. During runs, the 
dogs wear booties to protect their feet from cracking 

and abrasions, and sometimes they wear coats. The dogs possess a 
thick “double” coat of fur, but in extremely cold temperatures, an 
additional layer of protection is sometimes necessary. The life span 
of an Alaskan husky that runs regularly is ten to fifteen years.

Guenther begins racing his dogs when they reach four years old, 
and they generally continue competing until they are nine or ten. 
The huskies run recreationally until they are twelve or thirteen. 
They then retire and live in Guenther’s cabin as pets.

“I attribute their long life span to the fact that they are getting 
plenty of exercise, they’re living in the cleanest, most pristine 
environment, and they’re eating a diet that most people would be 
happy to eat,” Guenther said.  

The dogs’ diet varies based on the time of year, how many 
miles they are logging each day, and their metabolic rate. 
Guenther feeds his Alaskan huskies high-quality dog food with 
a healthy dose of salmon and beef. The dogs eat much less in the 
summer than in the winter. During the winter, their meals are 
supplemented with pure beef fat.

“In the winter, when I’m really running the dogs, they get a hot 
meal in the morning,” Guenther said. “It’s high-grade kibble mixed 
with warm water. Depending on how much they run that day, 
they’ll get anywhere from two to six meat snacks while they’re 
running. Sometimes they get a broth—water mixed with some 
type of flavoring—during the day just to keep them hydrated. 
After the day is done, they get another hot meal.”

It’s Guenther’s responsibility to put his dogs in a position to 
succeed. That includes determining which are the fastest and 
strongest members of his team and which are the leaders of the 
pack.

“Like people, there are some dogs that are destined to lead. 
There are dogs that love to run up front, that love that extra 
responsibility, that have the physical tools. It’s like watching some 
really great athlete, say Michael Jordan, at the top of his game. 
You’re looking at near perfection.

“We’re pretty lucky with the team we have—it’s full of really good 
leaders, especially Junior.  He’s an incredible dog. His grandfather 
was the very best dog I’ve ever run. I would trust my life with 
Junior. If there’s a blizzard and I don’t know where I’m going and 
he has to find the trail, I trust him to get me there.”
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The Quest allows mushers fewer dogs on their teams than the 
Iditarod (fourteen versus sixteen) and has fewer checkpoints, where 
sledders can restock provisions. It follows a more northern route 
than the Iditarod, with mushers covering some of the same trails 
Klondike gold miners navigated in the late 1890s. In 2011, twenty-
five mushers entered their teams—only thirteen completed the race.

“It’s a pretty incredible symbiotic relationship that we have,” 
Guenther said. “They’re willing to pull me and run over very difficult 
terrain and in extremely cold temperatures. They know at the end of 
the run, I’m going to take care of them. And I know they’re going to 
get me there.

“That’s the reason I do this. There’s love on both sides.”

Born to    
    Run

“Like people, there are some dogs that 
are destined to lead. There are dogs that 
love to run up front, that love that extra 

responsibility, that have the physical tools. 
It’s like watching some really great athlete, 
say Michael Jordan, at the top of his game. 

You’re looking at near perfection.”

d

d

When Guenther takes his dogs to the start line of the Yukon Quest in 
February, he will become the first IUP alumnus ever to compete in 
what’s promoted as the “toughest dogsled race in the world.” Last fall, 
he completed a two-credit guitar course at the University of Alaska 
at Anchorage’s Kenai River campus, near his home in Clam Gulch. 

He contacted Jesick last November and asked if the elective credits 
he earned in the guitar class would complete his graduation 
requirements. They did.

“I thought maybe IUP would just blow me off. Why should they 
even care? I really feel thankful that they went to the trouble to help 
me.”

Guenther is also thankful for his family of dogs and the opportunities 
he has enjoyed over these last two decades living “off the grid” on the 
Last Frontier.

“I get to hang out with my dogs, and the commute is a walk from the 
tent to the dog yard every morning,” Guenther said. “I’m the luckiest 
guy in the world.” m

Pat Farabaugh ’93 is a former IUP Journalism faculty member and a 
current faculty member at Saint Francis University in Loretto.

Making its way down Philadelphia Street during the Homecoming parade October 1 was the marching band, directed by David Martynuik, 
front left. Steady rain and temperatures in the forties failed to keep parade-goers away. 
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Gus Guenther and his team placed third in the Tug 
Bar 120 race in Knik, Alaska, in March 2011. 
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MENTORS
Safety Doctoral Program 
Approved
The Pennsylvania State System 
of Higher Education Board 
of Governors approved IUP’s 
doctoral program in Safety 
Sciences in October. Expected 
to begin in 2013, the program 
will be the first of its kind in the 
nation.

A recent study identified the 
lack of a doctorate in safety 
or a safety-related field as the 
number-one reason safety 
programs cannot fill faculty 
positions nationwide, according 
to Chris Janicak, professor 
and program coordinator. The 
structure of the IUP program 
will allow students to take 
courses both online and on 
campus during the summer 
months, allowing full-time 
working professionals to 
complete the degree without 
leaving their jobs.

New Date for Peters
The appearance of Bernadette 
Peters at IUP as the 2011 
Helwig Distinguished Artist 
has been moved to May 4 at 
8:00 p.m. in IUP’s Performing 
Arts Center. The performance, 
originally scheduled for 
September, is made possible by 
an endowed program created 
by Florence Helwig in memory 
of her husband, Wilfred E. 
Helwig.

Exploring California’s 
Wonders
Lydia Rodríguez, of the 
Foreign Languages Department, 
and francisco alarcón, 
chair of the Mathematics 
Department, spent part of their 
summer exploring Northern 
and Central California. They 
wandered the banks of Lake 
Tahoe (meeting up with 
Mathematics Department 
retiree Charles Bertness), 
hiked along the “jaw-dropping” 
sequoias of Sequoia National 
Park and the waterfalls and 
granite domes of Yosemite, 
tasted wine at Napa Valley, 
relaxed in mineral mud in 

Calistoga, were wowed by the 
giants of Redwood Country, and 
maybe even caught a glimpse 
of the legendary Sasquatch. 
But they’re not keeping it to 
themselves. An educational 
and entertaining account of 
their trip, including photos, 
can be found at www.iup.edu/
magazine.

Postpartum Support 
Pioneer
Retired Anthropology professor 
Laurence Kruckman received 
the Dr. Robert Logan and Mary 
Ellen Logan Awareness Award 
from Postpartum Support 
International. A former PSI 
president and board member, 
Kruckman helped pioneer 
the study and awareness 
of the role of social support 
in preventing postpartum 
depression and other perinatal 
mood and anxiety disorders. He 
also started the organization’s 
website in 1996.

Kruckman and his wife, 
Carolyn White, a perinatal 
nurse educator, were 
interviewed last year by a 
Korean documentary crew for a 
two-part series on birth and the 
postpartum.

Becoming Edith
Edith Mayer Cord, who 
taught foreign languages 
at IUP from 1962 to 1978, 
has written a memoir of her 
experiences in wartime Europe. 
Becoming Edith: The Education 
of a Hidden Child details Cord’s 
experience growing up during 
the religious persecution of 
World War II, which took the 
lives of her father and brother 
and deprived her of schooling 
for six years. Through her 
spirituality and studies, she 
said, she came to terms with 
her trauma and went on to 
graduate from the University 
of Toulouse before coming to 
the United States in 1952. Find 
more information at www.
edithcord.com. The book may 
also be purchased through 
Amazon.com.

Advances in Spoken 
Communication
After replacing half the content 
of her original work, Diane 
Klein recently published the 
second edition of her textbook 
on spoken communication for 
students who are deaf or hard of 
hearing. The additions include 
strategies for eliciting speech 
sounds, new suggestions for 
working with older students, 
and current best practices 
promoting a multidisciplinary 
team approach to fostering 
these skills. A professor 
emerita in Special Education 
and Clinical Services, she 
worked with department 
faculty members and students, 
who reviewed drafts of her 

chapters to gain insight into the 
publishing process.

Stress Contributions 
Awarded
Psychology professor Krys 
Kaniasty received the Stress 
and Anxiety Research Society 
Lifetime Career Award based 
on his history of scientific 
contributions to the study of 
stress, coping, emotions, and 
health. At the annual STAR 
conference in Germany, he 
gave the keynote address on 
social psychological reactions 
of communities coping with 
natural and human-induced 
disasters. He has done extensive 
research and has been widely 
published on social support 

following natural disasters and 
trauma.

Drawing from Experience
Steve Loar was a natural 
to be involved with the 
book Woodturning Today: A 
Dramatic Evolution, honoring 
the twenty-fifth anniversary 
of the American Association 
of Woodturners. An associate 
professor in the Art Department 
and a woodturner himself, 
Loar is a longtime follower of 
the field and even collected 
slides of his colleagues’ work. 
Those slides and the anecdotal 
information he had about 
them were the backbone of his 
essay on significant works in 
the history of contemporary 
woodturning. Find more 
information and photos of 
works by Loar and a handful 
of Art alumni at www.iup.edu/
research.

Devoted to His Field
David Stein ’75, professor and 
director of the Speech-Language 
Pathology program, received 
the Honors of the Association 
Award, the highest award 
presented by the Pennsylvania 
Speech-Language-Hearing 
Association. It recognizes 
devotion to the field as a 
clinician, mentor, professor, 
administrator, and colleague. 
Stein has served the association 
for thirty-four years, including 
as president, past president, 

and a member of the executive 
board and various committees. 
He also served on the national 
association’s Legislative 
Council.

Promoting Science 
Teaching Excellence
Biology professor Thomas 
Lord was elected to the board 
of directors of the National 
Science Teachers Association, 
the largest organization in the 
world committed to promoting 
excellence and innovation in 
science teaching and learning. 
Lord, who was selected as 
chair of the four-year college 
division, will serve on the board 
through 2013.

Anti-terror Degree 
Established
Criminology professor Dennis 
Giever D’95 recently led the 
creation of a new IUP master’s 
program in strategic studies in 
weapons of mass destruction. 
The 30-credit program will 
address radiological bombs, 
power grid disruptions, 
biological attacks, and other 
threats. FBI clearance is 
required for enrollment, and 
for now the FBI is selecting 
students from within its ranks.

Lesson in the 
Pennsylvania Outdoors
The new Science Discovery and 
Outdoor Learning Center in the 

courtyard of Stouffer Hall has 
a dual educational purpose: 
Education majors learn about 
teaching science, and local 
elementary and middle-
school students learn about 
the environment. The center’s 
lessons and features focus 
specifically on Pennsylvania 
plants and wildlife. Meghan 
Twiest, a faculty member in 
the Professional Studies in 
Education Department, talks 
about the center’s versatility as 
a learning tool at www.iup.edu/
research.

Seed Dispersal 
Not Just for Birds
Biology faculty member Tim 
nuttle was part of a research 
team that spent six years 
studying the role of tambaqui, 
a fruit-eating fish in South 
America, in spreading seeds 
and, therefore, plant species 
in the Amazon’s floodplains. 
The findings: Tambaqui are on 
par with Asian elephants and 
African hornbills in the long 
distances they spread seeds. 
Learn more at www.iup.edu/
research.

Bird Stewardship Awarded
Jeffery Larkin, associate 
professor of Biology, was part 
of a team that received the first 
Presidential Migratory Bird 
Stewardship Award. He is a 
member of the Appalachian 
Regional Reforestation 

Initiative, a coalition dedicated 
to restoring native hardwood 
forests on coal-mined lands in 
the eastern United States. The 
Interior Department’s Office 
of Surface Mining, which 
coordinates the ARRI, received 
the award.

Are Motivated Workers 
Safer?
Worker engagement may be the 
key to reducing human error 
in the workplace, according to 
Jan Wachter, Safety Sciences 
associate professor. He is setting 
out to test his theory in a 
research project that received 
$90,000 in funding from the 
Alcoa Foundation. Wachter 
will investigate work practices 
at various companies through 
surveys and interviews. Learn 
more at www.iup.edu/research.

Saying Thanks with 
Scholarship
Mark Scanlan ’80 established 
a scholarship for Hospitality 
Management majors in honor 
of his parents, the late John 
and Mary Louise Scanlan, 
and the late James Reilly, 
former Professional Studies 
in Education professor, and 
his wife, Madelyn Reilly, a 
former IUP employee. “This is 
my chance to say thank you 
to both the Reillys and to my 
parents in a way that will 
impact students for many years 
to come,” he said.

Carl Bordas, a faculty member 
in the Chemistry Department 
from 1959 to 1991, died June 10, 
2011.

Edward Chaszar, a faculty 
member in the Political Science 
Department from 1969 to 1991, 
died September 11, 2011. A 
story about him appeared in 
the Summer 1993 issue of IUP 
Magazine and can be found at 
www.iup.edu/magazine.

Jane Dakak, a faculty member 
in the Health and Physical 
Education Department from 1969 
to 1991, died July 2, 2011.

Karen Dandurand, a faculty 
member in the English 
Department since 1986 and 
longtime director of the 
Literature and Criticism program, 
died September 12, 2011.

alice Davis, a faculty member 
from 1972 to 1985, died June 13, 
2011.

alberta Dorsey, a faculty 
member in the Professional 
Studies in Education 
Department from 1967 to 1995, 
died September 18, 2011.

David Gallaher ’65, who 
taught at IUP from 2002 to 2007, 
died October 5, 2011.

Jack Julian, a faculty member 
in the Economics Department 
since 2003, died July 18, 2011.

Joseph Krupnik, a faculty 
member in the English 
Department from 1969 to 2003, 
died August 27, 2011.

helena Smith ’47, a faculty 
member in the English 
Department from 1958 to 
1984, died October 6, 2011. A 
story about her appeared in 
the Summer 1993 issue of IUP 
Magazine and can be found at 
www.iup.edu/magazine.

Marie Snead, who worked 
at IUP from 1962 until her 
retirement as head librarian in 
1990, died May 25, 2011.

FACULTY 
DEATHS
In recent months, the 
following IUP faculty 
members and former 
faculty members died:

asian Tour
Touring four Asian cities 
during the summer with the 
international performance 
group Theatre Nohgaku were 
David Surtasky ’89, director of 
production for the Lively Arts at 
IUP, and Greg Giovanni ’84. 
Both alumni of the Theater and 
Dance Department, Surtasky 
and Giovanni, pictured second 
and third from the right, 
respectively, in the front row 
of the chorus, performed in 
the contemporary English-
language noh play Pagoda, 
and provided support for the 
traditional play Takasago. Noh 
is a form of classical Japanese 
musical drama that has been 
performed since the fourteenth 
century. Read more at www.
iup.edu/magazine.
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“The more deer you have, the more effect 
they have on creating a filter for what can 

grow up into the new forest.”

The 
White-Tail Effect

By Randy Wells

farmers, who have completed their harvests, have a fresh 
appreciation of how much corn deer can eat. Hunters, 
who had been eagerly awaiting the opening of the 
firearms hunting season, are daydreaming of trophy eight-

point bucks. And motorists are remembering how careless deer can 
be at this time of year when they get near roads and highways.

Deer have also been on the mind of IUP Biology professor Tim 
Nuttle, not so much because he is interested in deer, but because 
he’s interested in trees and birds and caterpillars. And they’re all 
connected, he said.

A few years ago, as Nuttle searched for local ecology research 
projects for his students, he talked with Scott Stoleson, a research 
wildlife biologist at the Forest Sciences Lab of the Northern 
Research Station of the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Forest 
Service in Irvine, Pa. Nuttle commented that the density of birds 
in a particular section of the Allegheny National Forest seemed 
low.

“I think it’s because there’s so much black cherry,” Stoleson replied.

Nuttle, a Michigan native who’s been teaching at IUP since 2007, 
found that possibility interesting. “The back story of black cherry is 
that it’s becoming increasingly dominant in Allegheny hardwood 
forests,” he said. “There are a lot of factors, but one of them is that 
it’s avoided by deer. Deer much prefer other species to browse on.”

When there is a disturbance in a forest, whether a natural one, like 
a tornado, or a man-made one, like a logging operation, overstory 
trees are removed and deer have their choice of what to eat in the 
understory. 

“They come into the young forest and they browse on plants and 
saplings they find most palatable,” Nuttle said. “What they leave 
behind is what is available to grow up into a new forest. So, the 
more deer you have, the more effect they have on creating a filter 
for what can grow up into the new forest. And because deer don’t 
like black cherry, when deer densities are very high, it’s the only 
thing that can grow.”

Nuttle formed a hypothesis for a new research project: Man, by 
choices and actions that increase deer populations, changes forest 

composition to trees that are less palatable to deer and to the 
insects that feed on trees. And that results in a smaller food supply 
for the birds that feed on insects.

A suitable research site was ready and waiting for Nuttle and his 
student assistants only a few hours from the IUP campus in the 
Allegheny National Forest.

In 1979, the Forest Sciences Lab started a ten-year experiment 
there in which enclosures ranging from thirty-two to sixty-four 
acres were built. Each enclosure was populated by one to four deer 
for target densities of ten, twenty, forty, and eighty deer per square 
mile. (One deer in sixty-four acres is the equivalent of ten deer per 
square mile.)

The deer populations in each enclosure were kept constant during 
the decade-long research period. “They [the researchers] were 
trying to look at densities of deer that were similar to what had 
occurred in the past and what occurs today,” Nuttle said.

The researchers who initiated that study, which ended in 1990, 
were mainly interested in what the effects were on regenerating 
forests.

“But the neat thing is that these deer densities established a certain 
composition of forests that differed depending on how many 
deer there were,” Nuttle said. “And so I went back to these forests 
starting in 2008 to see if the changes the deer initiated were still 
evident in these roughly thirty-year-old forests, and what kinds of 
changes you might see.

“And what we found was, you have these lasting effects from deer 
on what’s going on in the canopy. There was something about 

It’s late fall, and once again 
Odocoileus virginianus, the 
American white-tailed deer, is 
on the minds of many people.
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Biology professor Tim Nuttle led a study 
on how increases in deer populations 
change forest composition. 
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deer in the past that is affecting the canopies 
today.”

The composition of the trees living there, 
certainly, has changed. “For example, the 
highest deer densities have pretty much 90 
percent black cherries; lower deer densities 
have considerably more kinds of trees,” 
Nuttle said.

The research Nuttle and his team of students 
conducted is based on some concepts—like 
trophic cascade—that are likely unfamiliar 
to most non-biology majors.

“Trophic means nutrition. When one 
organism eats another, it gets energy from 
that,” Nuttle explained. “The bottom level 
is usually the plants. The things that eat 
plants, like herbivores, would be on the 
second trophic level, and things that eat 
herbivores, like carnivores, are on the third 
trophic level.

“The idea of a trophic cascade, and bottom-
up and top-down effects, is that you have 
a food chain, and if you change something 
at the top—say you eliminate carnivores 
[such as wolves and cougars], as we have 
all over the eastern United States—that 
has a top-down effect on the food chain. If 
you eliminate wolves, that affects deer—
mainly, deer would increase. And when 
deer increase, they exert increasing effects 
on plants.”

Reducing from the top of the chain results 
in flip-flopping effects going down, 
Nuttle explained. A negative effect on 
the carnivores has a positive effect on the 
herbivores, which has a negative effect on 
the plants.

“Humans are a trophic level above deer,” he 
continued. “We are affecting, directly and 
indirectly, the deer, in that people kill deer. 
And we make decisions about how many 
deer should be in the forests. And we’ve had 
the indirect effect in that we’ve eliminated 
the carnivores that eat deer. That’s a decision 
we’re making as a society, and this is having 
increased effects on plants. It’s good for the 
plants that aren’t eaten by deer and bad for 
the plants that are eaten by deer.”

An example of a bottom-up effect would be 

if something about the plants was changed, 
Nuttle said. “Then that affects what eats the 
plants and what eats the things that eat the 
plants.”

Unlike top-down effects, bottom-up 
effects are all in the same direction. “If you 
decrease the density of plants, you should 
decrease the density of herbivores, and then 
decrease the density of predators.”

Nuttle coined a new term, “trophic 
ricochet,” to capture the idea of the two 
interconnected food chains. “And they’re 
connected by the plants at the bottom,” he 
said. “So you’ve got the top-down effect that 
humans have had on deer and that deer 
have had on plants, and those then initiate 
bottom-up effects on the rest of the forest 
community that relies on those trees as the 
base of its food chain.

“So we’re investigating the changes in trees 
and the changes that has on insects, in 
particular, caterpillars, and the birds that are 
the main predators of caterpillars.”

What he has found is that the species of 
trees most preferred by deer seem to have 
the most caterpillars, and the most palatable 
caterpillars.

“Pin cherries, for example, are very 
negatively impacted by deer. It’s like deer 
candy,” Nuttle said. “When you have 
high deer densities, you basically have 
no pin cherries,” and pin cherries have 
exceptionally high densities of caterpillars.

“There are a lot of caterpillars on black 
cherries, too, but it seems they’re mostly 
species that the birds don’t like to eat. It’s 
also possible that black cherries have fewer 

“We’ve had the indirect 
effect in that we’ve 

eliminated the carnivores 
that eat deer. That’s a 

decision we’re making as a 
society, and this is having 

increased effects on plants.” 

leaves per tree for caterpillars to eat.” Fewer 
leaves for caterpillars in turn means less 
food for birds.

Nuttle said the summer of 2011 was a very 
productive and successful field season for 
his research students. And in August he 
received notification of a grant of $197,354 
from the National Science Foundation to 
continue the study for another two years.

“What we’re trying to do is figure out 
what about these plant species is affecting 
caterpillars and how those affect birds,” he 
said.

Ellen Yerger, an entomologist in IUP’s 
Biology Department; Todd Ristau, a research 
ecologist at the Forest Sciences Lab; and 
Stoleson have been collaborating with 
Nuttle in the research. “The scientists and 
the staff at the Forest Sciences Lab have 
been immensely supportive of the project,” 
Nuttle said.

So what’s the purpose of this research? Who 
will use the findings?

“When we make decisions about how many 

for Brandi Hake, a student member 
of Biology professor Tim Nuttle’s 
research team, working and living 
two months out of a cabin in the 

Allegheny National Forest was no hardship.

“I do a lot of camping and backpacking,” 
she said. “I learned about field research and 
techniques and theories. And the people 
were great.”

Hake, of Allegheny County, graduated 
from IUP in May with a bachelor’s degree 
in Biology. She plans to attend graduate 
school and eventually become a professor of 
biology. Her experiences as a field assistant 
should be helpful in reaching those next 
goals, she said.

Becki Beadling, an IUP junior from Bucks 
County majoring in Biology and Chemistry, 
also worked two months during the 
summer as a field technician on the project. 
“I liked it a lot. I liked the remoteness,” she 
said.

A typical workday for the student 
researchers involved traveling at about 
6:00 a.m. to conduct tree sampling at study 
sites across the Allegheny National Forest. 
On each of twenty-four trees on each site, 
they carefully examined two limbs, one an 
experimental limb covered with a net to 

of any kind of species of wildlife to have, in 
this case, deer, we have to understand what 
the effects of those are on the rest of the 
environment that we care about,” Nuttle 
said. “What is the best number of deer to 
have out there? Is it forty per square mile? 
Is it twenty per square mile? And what 
does best mean? Best for whom? If you’re 
interested in birds, then you probably want 
fewer deer. If you’re interested in seeing 
a lot of deer, you’re probably interested in 
more deer. If you’re interested in hunting 
deer and getting a big buck, then probably 
what you want is some intermediate level 
of deer, so the deer are healthy and have 
enough to eat to grow into healthy animals.

“The research contributes to our 
understanding of the effects of our decisions 
on a broader picture of our environment,” 
he said.

The new information may also help forest 
managers who make decisions about what 
trees are grown based on the value of those 
species as timber.

“Forest managers want to manage the forest 
for the best values they identify. But maybe 

keep birds off and the other a control limb 
exposed to all of nature, with the aim of 
determining bird effects on caterpillars on 
different tree species.

The students counted leaves on the limbs, 
ranked them by percentage of damage from 
insects, and collected caterpillars found 
there.

Late afternoons and evenings were 
spent mending nets, recording data, 
photographing the caterpillars they 
collected, and feeding the caterpillars to 
keep them alive to bring them back to 
campus.

One goal, Beadling said, is to rear as many 
caterpillars as possible. “The longer we have 

they don’t have complete knowledge of the 
full value of some of these species,” Nuttle 
said. “From a forester’s standpoint, pin 
cherry is a trash tree. It takes up space and 
takes nutrients away from something else 
that is more valuable.”

But, as noted, pin cherries have high 
concentrations of caterpillars. “And so what 
we’re showing is that this is a previously 
unrecognized value for this trash tree,” he 
said. “It provides food for birds because it’s 
food for caterpillars.”

According to Nuttle, about twenty deer per 
square mile seems to be the optimal density 
of deer in terms of having a diverse forest. 
More than that seems to decrease growth 
and diversity of trees. “Probably at least 30 
percent of eastern U.S. counties where deer 
live are above that density. Some states are 
more effective in keeping deer numbers 
down than others,” he said.

The findings of the research conducted by 
Nuttle and his students were published in 
the January 2011 edition of Ecosphere, an 
online-only journal of the Ecological Society 
of America that is open to public access. m

them, the better the chances of identifying 
them” the next time they’re encountered in 
the wild.

The students documented which caterpillars 
were found on which species of trees, 
helping to create a record of “what’s feeding 
on what,” she said. Other students counted 
birds in forests of varying tree-species 
composition to make the link between trees 
and birds.

“I think it really helped me,” Beadling said 
of her field research. “I plan to go to grad 
school, and they look at those kinds of 
experiences.”

Support from IUP and two grants from 
the Wild Resources Conservation Program 
of the Pennsylvania Department of 
Conservation and Natural Resources 
enabled the students to be paid for their 
summer work.

“It’s part of our mission to provide hands-on 
experience to our students, and this better 
prepares them for their careers, whether it’s 
as academics or as a state or federal agency 
person,” Nuttle said. “And it makes them 
more competitive when they’re looking for 
jobs after graduation.

“One of the main motivations for having an 
active research program is that I can provide 
opportunities for my students and not have 
to send them elsewhere.”

On-the-Job in the Allegheny National Forest
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Taking a closer look 
at the forest canopy 
were student Ethan 
Cullen, left, and Tim 
Nuttle. 

Inspecting leaves for insect damage were 
students Rebekah Keating, left, and Ashley 
Joa. 
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A Season to 
Remember

By Bob Fulton

T he Crimson Hawks capped a spring 
of unprecedented achievement—
the program’s first Pennsylvania 
State Athletic Conference and 

NCAA Division II Atlantic Region 
championships, first top-ten national 
ranking, and a 38-8 record that established a 
school mark for winning percentage (.826)—
by advancing to the College World Series, a 
phenomenal feat given that, only two years 
before, IUP struggled just to reach .500.

“I’ll remember this season for the rest of 
my life,” said junior first baseman Megan 
McCormick, who led the Hawks in batting 
average (.397), home runs (7), and RBIs (53). 
“Other teams down the line might beat our 
records and they might make the World 
Series, but we were the first to go there. No 
one can take that away from us.”

The Hawks’ giddy playoff run ended 
abruptly—IUP went 0-2 in the eight-team, 
double-elimination tournament at Salem, 
Va.—but their hasty exit could not dull the 
luster of a transcendent season.

“It’s rough. You only play two games 
and you’re done,” said senior pitcher Erin 
Holloway, who posted a 27-5 record and 
finished her career atop the all-time IUP list 
in wins (78), shutouts (32), and strikeouts 
(1,004). “That was a real bummer. But it 
didn’t take away anything from what we 
accomplished all year.”

Coach Bill Graham’s Hawks had entered the 
CWS riding a wave of eleven consecutive 
postseason wins, one a 7-2 victory over West 
Chester that wrapped up IUP’s first PSAC 
title in the sport. Afterward, the players 
presented the championship trophy to 
Podbielski, the retired associate athletic 
director who oversaw the birth of the 
women’s athletic program in 1970.

“We all got chills,” said McCormick, recalling 
that emotional moment in Kutztown. “She 
was crying, she was so appreciative of it. 
We weren’t expecting her to be there—we 
heard she wasn’t feeling well that day and 
the weather wasn’t supposed to be real 
good and so she wasn’t gonna come. So we 
were excited when she made it to the game. 
Winning the championship was ten times 
better because she was there to see it.”

Podbielski, who regularly attends games 
at the South Campus field named in her 
honor, had much to applaud in 2011 as 
IUP equaled the school record for wins 
set the year before when Graham made a 
spectacular debut with the program.

“I didn’t come in here and expect to set 
the world on fire,” said Graham, whose 
Hawks ranked seventh in the final National 
Fastpitch Coaches Association poll. “I don’t 
know why they didn’t succeed before. That 
didn’t concern me; what concerned me was 
moving forward. And the one thing that 
I noticed when I got here was there was 
talent on this team.”

As evidenced by the number of Hawks 
to garner all-star recognition in 2011. 
Holloway earned first-team NFCA All-
America honors, McCormick was a third-
team selection, and both joined senior right 
fielder Kristen Tunno, senior left fielder 
Michelle Bivona, senior designated player 
Raquel Rugani, senior second baseman Dee 
Eppinger, and sophomore catcher Stefanie 
Poates in collecting either all-region or All-
PSAC honors, or both.

Graham’s team bolstered its considerable 
talent with a never-say-die spirit. The 
Hawks were as tenacious as pit bulls, a 
characteristic made manifest in the best-
of-three Atlantic Region title series. With 
a CWS berth hanging in the balance, they 
twice staged dramatic comebacks to sweep 
defending champion Bloomsburg.

IUP jolted the Huskies in the opener at 
Podbielski Field by scoring three times in 
the bottom of the seventh for a 3-2 victory, 
the last two runs coming in on Eppinger’s 
two-out, two-strike single. Freshman third 
baseman Mary Ward conjured up more late-
inning magic the next day by smacking a 
two-run homer with one out in the seventh 
to give the Hawks a riveting 2-1 victory 
and trigger another wild celebration on the 
diamond.

“We all just exploded out of the dugout 
when Mary hit that home run,” McCormick 
said. “You see it in all the pictures that we 
have of that game, how excited we were. 
We were jumping in the air, hugging each 
other. Nobody expected a freshman to hit a 
game-winning, walk-off home run.”

But they did expect to win. That was a 
constant during the season, even when the 
odds against the Hawks were longer than 
Rapunzel’s hair.

“These girls came through in the toughest 
of situations,” said Graham, the PSAC 
Central Division Coach of the Year. “They 
never lost their confidence. You can ask 

any of them and they’ll say they really 
believed we could win those games against 
Bloomsburg.”

Alas, the Hawks failed to produce similar 
heroics in Salem. North Georgia rolled 
to a 9-4 victory in the first round, and 
Midwestern (Texas) State sent IUP home 
with a 3-0 setback in the second. The Hawks 
surrendered twelve runs in two days after 
giving up only eight in their previous 
twelve games, committed two costly errors, 
and faltered at the plate (.180) after bringing 
a torrid .311 team batting average into the 
CWS.

“We could’ve made a better showing at 
the World Series than we did,” said junior 
shortstop Marissa Leslie. “Against North 
Georgia, we hit the ball in the first couple of 
innings, but after that our bats kind of went 
dead. Against Midwestern State, I felt as if 
we beat ourselves. Only one run was earned 
by them, and we couldn’t even score one 
ourselves. It was a real letdown.”

But at least the Hawks got that far, 
providing an exclamation point to a spring 
of unprecedented achievement. Advancing 
to the CWS is what will stick with Erin 
Holloway, not the two defeats suffered 
there.

“This season really was a dream come true, 
as cliché as that sounds,” she said. “One of 
my dreams since I started playing softball 
was to make the World Series, at whatever 
level I was playing at. So for our team to 
actually get there, that was an amazing 
feeling. It’s something I’ll never forget.” m

The IUP softball team brought opponents to their knees and Ruth 
Podbielski to tears en route to the greatest season in school history.

“Other teams down the line 
might beat our records and 
they might make the World 

Series, but we were the first to 
go there. No one can take that 

away from us.”

IUP’s Best Seasons

By Wins

Record Year Coach
38-8 2011 Bill Graham
38-12 2010 Bill Graham
35-11 2001 Sue Snyder
31-18 2000 Sue Snyder
27-19 1999 Sue Snyder

By Winning Percentage

Percentage Record Year Coach
.826 38-8 2011 Bill Graham
.761 35-11 2001 Sue Snyder
.760 38-12 2010 Bill Graham
.634 26-15 2002 Sue Snyder
.633 31-18 2000 Sue Snyder
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Coach Bill Graham and 
the women’s softball team 
applauded the starting 
lineup before an Atlantic 
Region I tournament game 
in May at Podbielski Field.

Erin Holloway tops IUP’s all-time list in wins, shutouts, and strikeouts. 
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What makes you 
feel good during a 
winter getaway may 
be more complex 
than a vacation from 
the rat race.

a ccording to David LaPorte, 
sunlight suppresses melatonin, 
a hormone produced by the 
brain. LaPorte teaches Clinical 

Neuropsychology in IUP’s Clinical 
Psychology doctoral program.

“If you want to go to sleep, take some 
melatonin,” LaPorte said.

According to LaPorte, people are more alert 
and active in the summer, and it’s directly 
related to the amount of available sunlight.

“If, in the middle of July, you go to the 
northern part of Sweden, it will be light 
until eleven o’clock at night, and people 
will be walking around all bright eyed and 
bushy tailed. They aren’t sleepy, because 
their melatonin is being suppressed,” he 
said. “Conversely, in the shorter months 
of the year in the latitudes where we are, 
melatonin doesn’t get suppressed and 
people get tired.”

As a clinician, LaPorte says the cause often 
presents as a mood disturbance, but more 
commonly, in winter months, people are 
lethargic—they want to sleep more, they eat 
more carbohydrates, and they tend to gain 

Sun
and Mood

By Regan Houser

weight during that time. He suggested that 
people who visit sunnier climates in the 
winter tend to feel good because of the sun, 
but, upon return to darker climates at higher 
latitudes, they also return to feeling sluggish 
and depressed.

“It’s almost a leftover hibernation response,” 
he said. “Think about animals that hibernate 
and don’t do anything at all during that 
time. That’s sort of leftover in us, as human 
beings.”

Too much sunlight isn’t always a good 
thing, however. LaPorte said, generally, 
there are more violent crimes committed 
during the summer.

“During the winter, we have a buildup 
of melatonin and a lack of energy. In the 
summer, we have a lot more energy. The 
opposite of depression is mania,” LaPorte 
said. “When people are manic, they have 
large amounts of energy, and, because 
they don’t get as much sleep, they become 
irritable and violent. When you look at 
when people are most violent over the 
summer, it’s not when it’s the hottest or the 
most humid. It’s when the most sunlight is 
available.” m

About one hundred people from forty countries took the Oath of Allegiance to become U.S. citizens during Indiana County’s first naturalization 
ceremony October 14 in the Kovalchick Convention and Athletic Complex’s Toretti Auditorium. Among those naturalized was Political Science 
faculty member Pooja Rishi, not pictured, who also spoke during the ceremony. 
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David LaPorte 

ONLINE
Visit 

www.iup.edu/giveagift 

BY PHONE
Call the Office of Annual 
Giving at 724-357-5555.

BY MAIL
Make checks payable to the

Foundation for IUP and mail your
gift to Foundation for IUP, Sutton

Hall, Room G-1, 1011 South Drive,
Indiana, PA 15705.

Make a Difference
for IUP’s Students and Faculty by Making a Gift Now!
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NAMEDROPPERS

a dream in the 
making for decades, 
the Kovalchick 
Convention and 

Athletic Complex opened to 
rave reviews in the spring, and 
its first major event for athletics 
came on September 10, when 
the Class of 2011 was inducted 
into the IUP Athletic Hall of 
Fame.

In previous years, the induction 
ceremony was held off campus, 
but, with the new Kovalchick 
Complex housing the Hall of 
Fame itself and offering plenty 
of space for events such as this, 
it has become the new home for 
the induction ceremony.

It was somewhat fitting that the 
event was held in the building 
that also houses IUP’s new 
basketball court. That’s because 
three of the twelve inductees 
spent their college athletic 
careers on the hardwood.

Leading the class was 
former IUP head coach Kurt 
Kanaskie, who was honored 
for his eight-year run from 1986 
to 1994. In his tenure with IUP, 
Kanaskie molded the program 
into one of the nation’s best, 
and he led it to its first No. 1 
national ranking, in the 1994-
95 season. His 1995-96 team 
carried the No. 1 ranking for the 
entire regular season.

One of Kanaskie’s best players 
was forward Robert Misenko 
’97, who in four seasons pieced 
together a sparkling career 
that ended with his holding 
the school’s all-time scoring 
mark. Between 1992 and 1996, 
Misenko was a key part of three 
teams that advanced to the 
NCAA tournament and won 
the 1995 PSAC championship.

Long before Misenko took the 
floor, Richard Crawford ’68 
was one of the top basketball 
players at IUP. From 1964 
through 1968, Crawford 
played for IUP, and he was 
named team captain his senior 
season. That year, he was also 

recognized with the Regis 
(Peck) McKnight Award as the 
university’s outstanding senior 
student-athlete.

The football program was 
represented with the induction 
of three former players: George 
Glarner ’56, Sam Scavo 
’61, and Edward Matko ’51. 
Glarner was a two-way star for 
IUP teams from 1952 to 1955 
that went 9-6 in PSAC play. A 
three-year starter, he anchored 
both lines for IUP. Scavo joined 
the program a few years later 
and was a four-year letter 
winner for IUP from 1957 to 
1960.

Matko played only one year of 
football with IUP, in 1947, but 
was mainly honored for his 
golf career, from 1948 to 1951. 
He was the team’s number-one 
starter for three seasons and 
claimed the state title in 1949.

Another state champion golfer, 
Joe Klinchock ’86 was also 
inducted. Between 1983 and 
1985, Klinchock won three 
events and was a two-time All-

American. He was also the team 
captain in 1984, when IUP 
finished eleventh in the NCAA 
Division II team tournament.

Representing women’s soccer 
was amy Peterson Lenosky 
’95, a three-time letter winner 
from 1993 to 1995. She led IUP 
in scoring in 1994 with eighteen 
goals and five assists, when her 
forty-one points were more 
than double what anyone else 
on the team had.

One of the top baseball players 
in school history, Steve 
Murray ’99 was a four-year 
letter winner from 1995 to 1998 
and graduated with a career 
batting average of .401. He was 
a first-team All-PSAC choice 
three times and was named the 
PSAC West Player of the Year 
in 1998.

One of the most accomplished 
throwers in IUP track and 
field history, Bob Vranich ’94 
was a four-time All-American 
from 1990 to 1993 and placed 
in the top five in the javelin 
at the NCAA Division II 

championships before winning 
the title his senior season. He 
qualified for the U.S. Olympic 
trials in 1992.

In gymnastics, Michelle 
Goodwin West ’89 was a 
key member of IUP’s back-to-
back 1988 and 1989 national 
championship teams and was 
a two-time individual national 
champion, having won crowns 
in the floor exercise in 1988 and 
the balance beam the following 
year.

A two-time All-American in 
soccer, frank Wolk ’83 won 
four letters during his career 
at IUP, from 1979 to 1983. His 
forty-one career goals are the 
second-most in school history, 
and he helped lead IUP to the 
1982 PSAC championship game.

In addition, IUP gave Bill 
otto the Honorary Award for 
his work as the public address 
announcer for men’s basketball 
since 1979 and football since 
1981.

Baseball
Former IUP standout pitcher 
alex Gett ’07 spent his 
summer as an assistant coach 
with the Cotuit (Massachusetts) 
Kettleers, a team in the Cape 
Cod League.

IUP head coach Jeff Ditch 
in May spent eight days 
volunteering in Haiti as part 
of the “Hearts for the Hungry” 
program, which aims to help 
the impoverished nation.

Robbie Zinsmeister capped 
his sophomore season at IUP by 
playing his summer with the 
Martha’s Vineyard Sharks, of 
the Futures Collegiate Baseball 
League. He batted .326, with 
nine home runs and twenty-
six RBIs in forty-four games, 
and he was named the league’s 
Most Valuable Player. As a 
result, Zinsmeister was named 
one of the top pro prospects by 
Baseball America.

Basketball
Two former IUP stars signed 
contracts over the summer to 
play professionally in Germany. 
Darryl Webb ’11, the school’s 
all-time leading scorer and 
rebounder and the 2010-11 
NCAA Division II Player 
of the Year, agreed to terms 
with Crailsheim of the Pro A 
division, and Thomas young, 
who guided the Crimson 
Hawks to the PSAC and Atlantic 
Region championships, as well 
as a berth in the NCAA Division 
II championship game, 
signed with VFL Stade of the 
Regionalliga Division.

At press time, Jahzinga Tracey 
’09, the women’s all-time 
leading scorer at IUP, was 
beginning her third season in 
professional basketball as a 
member of the Eisvögel USC 
Freiburg team in Germany. Last 
season, she averaged twelve 
points and nine rebounds per 
game for Freiburg.

Football
After spending most of last 
season on the injured reserve 
list, akwasi owusu-ansah 
managed to stay healthy, but 
he did not make the final cut at 
training camp with the Dallas 
Cowboys. He did, however, 
secure a spot on the Cowboys’ 

practice roster, which will 
help Owusu-Ansah continue 
his dream of playing in the 
National Football League.

IUP fans might see a familiar 
name while surfing the 
ESPN website. Former IUP 
quarterback Kevin Weidl ’06 
has been working the last few 
years as a scout for the media 
giant, watching for potential 
NFL talent and reporting on his 
finds through blogs and radio 
spots.

After a standout career as an 
offensive lineman at IUP, Beau 
Elliot has been a stalwart for 
the Chicago Rush, of the Arena 
Football League. Elliot recently 
completed his third season with 
the Rush, which went 13-5 and 
won the National Conference’s 
Central Division.

Golf
Zack Kempa, a member of the 
golf team, shot a seven-over par 
291 to tie for thirty-seventh at 
the Canadian Men’s Amateur 
Championship in August at 
the Niakwa Country Club in 
Winnipeg, Manitoba. Kempa 
finished seventeen shots 
behind the winner. A native of 
Brantford, Ontario, Kempa fired 
rounds of 75-71-72-73.
 

Harness Racing
Paul Spears ’49, chairman 
of the board of Hanover Shoe 
Farms and executive vice 
president of the Standardbred 
Horse Sales Company, was 
inducted September 22 as the 
twenty-seventh Little Brown 
Jug Wall of Fame honoree. A 
member of the IUP Athletic 

Hall of Fame for his exploits 
with the university’s football 
team, Spears has been a 
member of the Little Brown 
Jug Society since 1988, a 
director of the Hambletonian 
Society, a trustee of the 
Hall of Fame in Goshen, 
N.Y., and the Pennsylvania 
Standardbred Breeders 
Association, and former 
president of the Pennsylvania 
Live Horse Racing Council 
for Thoroughbreds and 
Standardbreds. He resides in 
Hanover.

Soccer
Kurt Backstrom ’73 was 
hired recently as the boys’ 
varsity coach at Christian 
Academy in Knoxville, Tenn. 
Backstrom had previously 
been an assistant coach at 
Farragut High School. As a 
player at IUP, Backstrom 
earned regional All-American 
and all-conference honors in 
1971.

BY MATT BURGLUND

For up-to-the-minute news on IUP sports,
visit www.iupathletics.com. There you’ll 

find all the newest news Namedroppers can’t 
bring you because of deadline constraints.
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Class of 2011 inductees into the IUP Athletic Hall of Fame were honored during halftime of the football 
game against East Stroudsburg on September 10. From left: Weston Crawford, representing father 
Richard Crawford, George Glarner, Kurt Kanaskie, Joe Klinchock, Amy Peterson Lenosky, Edward Matko, 
Robert Misenko, Steve Murray, Bob Vranich, Bill Otto, Michelle Goodwin West, and Frank Wolk. Sam 
Scavo is missing from the photo. 

The first athletic event at 
the Kovalchick Convention 
and Athletic Complex was 
the women’s volleyball 
home opener September 16. 
The Crimson Hawks won 
the morning game against 
Cheyney, 3-0, but dropped their 
evening match to Kutztown, 
3-2. Audience members 
received free T-shirts to be part 
of a blackout during the night 
game.
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sister, taught in the Mathematics and 
Computer Science departments. Her 
husband, Donald McKelvey, taught in the 
Chemistry Department.

Another of Johnson’s cousins was his 
professor for a World Religions class. John 
Kipp, Naomi Kipp’s brother, was an assistant 
minister who helped the Philosophy 
Department establish the curriculum for 
Religious Studies. 

Though the names McKelvey and Kipp 
sprout up often on Johnson’s IUP family 
tree, it also includes the names Brockunier, 
Smith, Reddecliff, and others.

The Reddecliffs join the list by way of 
Johnson’s wife, Janice Reddecliff Johnson 
’81. Her first cousin David Reddecliff ’82 
was a Political Science major while at IUP. 
He served on the IUP Alumni Association 
Board of Directors for a number of years and 
was its president.

Reddecliff had also been active with the 

Alumni Association chapter in Harrisburg, 
where he works for the majority leader of 
the Pennsylvania House of Representatives. 
In 2008, he received the IUP Distinguished 
Alumni Award.

“I enjoyed my years at IUP completely,” 
Reddecliff said. “I’m so glad I was able to 
serve on the alumni board.”

While the Johnson list includes a lot of 
extended family, Charles Godlasky and 
his wife, Mary Ann, can claim seven IUP 
graduates just by naming their children: 
Barbara Godlasky Staff ’74, M’79, Patricia 
Godlasky Zacour ’75, Thomas Godlasky ’77, 
Lawrence Godlasky ’79, Karen Godlasky 
Baker ’79, Mary Godlasky ’84, and Richard 
Godlasky ’84. 

Charles Godlasky taught Physical Education 
at IUP for twenty-three years and was chair 
of the department for men, in the days the 
department was divided. He also served as 
assistant football coach for many years. His 
seven children chose a variety of majors. 

Lawrence Godlasky graduated with a degree 
in Economics, an education he said served 
him well.

“I took a class at IUP with my brother, Tom, 
and we sat next to each other,” he said. “That 
was a nice experience—to have him, as an 
older brother, want me to sit next to him.”

With their father’s coaching role, the 
Godlasky children were sure to be found 
at the IUP football games. They would see 
each other there and, after the game, head to 
the family home, where their mother made 
a big meal for everyone.

“Overall, it was a great college experience,” 
Lawrence Godlasky said. m

Do you have a number of family members, 
immediate or extended, who attended IUP? 
Share your story on the IUP Magazine 
website by sending it via e-mail to 
iup-magazine@iup.edu.

GoInG ThE DISTanCE 

These students were still standing, at least when this photo from the 1976 Oak was taken during the Forty-Hour Dance Marathon. 
Were you in the photo, or do you know someone who was? Harrison Wick, IUP Special Collections librarian and university 
archivist, would like to hear your recollections. He is also interested in acquiring IUP memorabilia, photographs, or scrapbooks. His 
e-mail is hwick@iup.edu, and information about IUP Special Collections is at www.iup.edu/archives.

Family   
  Affair

By Marilyn Kukula

John Johnson’s family tree has deep IUP roots.

“I’m proud that so many of my relatives attended, graduated 
from, and were on the faculty at IUP,” said Johnson ’72, M’73, who 
taught at the University School for about seventeen years before 
becoming its director and then the associate dean for Teacher 
Education for the College of Education. Now retired, Johnson has 
served as president of the board of directors for the IUP Research 
Institute for the past five years.

Among the students he taught at the University School were two 
of his three daughters, Tonya Johnson Long and Leeann Johnson. 
The third daughter, Jane Johnson Smith, attended the school 
when he was its director.

Having family on campus was nothing new to Johnson. The 
Johnson family tree includes more than forty IUP alumni, many 
of them also professors.

The earliest graduates on the list are the late Florence Lohr 
Johnson ’21 and the late Gladys Ayers Lohr ’21, both aunts of John 
Johnson. The two were college roommates on the fourth floor of 
John Sutton Hall and later became sisters-in-law.

John Johnson, who was from Somerset, was fortunate to have 
family living near campus. While he was a student, he stayed with 
his sister, the late Jean Johnson Slenker ’53, and her husband, the 
late Robert Slenker ’52, who each taught for many years in the Art 
Department.

A lot of the names on his family tree share the last name Kipp. A 
first cousin of Johnson’s, Naomi Kipp remembers making many 
treks across the Oak Grove as a child on her way to Keith School, 
the “model school” once housed in Keith Hall that was the 
predecessor to the University School in Davis. At the age of twelve, 
she was asked to play cello with the IUP Symphony Orchestra.

As an adult, she earned three IUP degrees: a bachelor’s degree in 
Elementary Education in 1960, a master’s degree in Music in 1982, 
and a bachelor’s degree in Nursing in 1985. IUP is part of her life, 
even in her retirement. “I really enjoy, now, being able to go to 
programs on campus,” said Kipp, who often attends recitals for 
Music majors who sing with her church choir.

Over the years, Johnson sometimes visited Kipp’s parents, his aunt 
and uncle, the late Marian and Orval Kipp. Marian Kipp, who was 
a Mathematics professor at IUP, and Johnson’s father, the late 
Ernest Johnson, were sister and brother.

Orval Kipp led the IUP Art Department for many years and retired 
as its chair. Kipp Gallery in Sprowls Hall is named after him. 
Though he had earlier earned three degrees, he spent some of his 
retirement earning a Master of Fine Arts degree from IUP in 1992.
Johnson’s cousin, Katherine Kipp McKelvey ’81, Naomi Kipp’s 
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From left: John Johnson, Janice Reddecliff Johnson, 
Naomi Kipp, Donald McKelvey, and Katherine Kipp 
McKelvey on the East Porch of John Sutton Hall 



WWW.IUP.EDU/MAGAZINE 29WWW.IUP.EDU/MAGAZINE28

ALL ABOUT ALUMNI
1930s
Ruth Sauserman hope ’32 
turned 102 in September. Her 
IUP education led her to a 
career of teaching music and 
substituting, she said in the 
Winchester (Va.) Star. She also 
spent time singing in choirs of 
various Episcopal churches and 
painting still lifes. Surviving 
family members include a son-
in-law, two grandchildren, and 
two great-grandchildren.

1950s
Ruth Goodling Riegle ’50 
played an integral role in the 
creation of the Ned Smith 
Center for Nature and Art in 
Millersburg and has served 
as a volunteer in the gift shop 
every Thursday almost since 
the center’s opening in 1993. In 
honor of her service, the center’s 
Riegle Deck was named for her, 
and friends put up funding for a 

second tribute, a carved bench, 
to mark her eightieth birthday. 
The former grade-school 
teacher and guidance counselor 
was featured in the summer 
issue of the center’s quarterly 
publication, Drumming Log. 
Set on five hundred acres, 
the center celebrates the life 
and works of its namesake, a 
wildlife artist, naturalist, and 
writer. It features changing 
exhibits of contemporary 
artists and photographers and 
provides extensive educational 
programming for children.

For the last fifty-eight years, 
Class of 1953 members Peggy 
Kracht Scalpello, audrey 
DeMaria McGreevy, Shirley 
Ullom filcik, Joan Everly 
Boyd, and Gwen Lewis Botti 
have been getting together once 
or twice a year. 

1960s
After twenty-five years of 
directing the Ohio State 
University Marching Band, Jon 

Woods ’60 will retire at the 
end of this academic year. Also 
a professor of music education 
at Ohio State, he has received 
many honors throughout his 
career, including the College 
Band Directors Association 
Lifetime Achievement 
Award in 2010 and the IUP 
Distinguished Alumni Award 
earlier this year.

When legendary Ohio State 
football coach Woody Hayes 
referred to the band as “the 
best damn band in the land,” 
his words stuck, and the band’s 
nickname became TBDBITL. A 
pioneer in charting formations 
by computer, Jon has directed 
bands in numerous bowl 
games, four U.S. presidential 
inaugural parades, and the 
NCAA tournaments for men’s 
and women’s basketball.

Born and raised in Spangler, 
Pa., now part of Northern 
Cambria, Jon ran the Spangler 
marching band full-time while 
he finished his undergraduate 
course work at Indiana State 
College. In addition to that 
degree, he received a Master of 
Arts from Pennsylvania State 
University and a doctorate from 
the University of Michigan, 
both in music education.

Eleanor Volansky Bouch 
’61 and her husband, Clark, 
celebrated their fiftieth wedding 

anniversary on August 27. 
About two hundred family 
members and friends from 
several states attended a party 
in their honor. The Bouches, of 
McDonald, Ohio, have three 
sons, Joseph, Stephen, and 
Andrew, and two daughters, 
Christine and Amy Lynn, as 
well as eight grandchildren.

Pearl S. Buck International 
recently honored Janet 
hoffmaster haines ’62 
and her husband, Bill, of 
Souderton, Pa., for their work 
with Teachers for Tomorrow. 
This nonprofit corporation that 
they founded in 1991 recruited 
volunteer American teachers to 
spend their summer vacations 
teaching English-language 
skills to children in developing 
countries. Janet, daughter of 
the late Donald Hoffmaster, a 
former IUP professor, retired 
as a member of the ESL 
Department at the Centennial 
School District.

The SUNY system recently 
bestowed its highest academic 
rank, Distinguished Professor, 
on Michael Berzonsky ’63, a 
psychology professor at SUNY 
Cortland. He earned the title 
based on his international 
prominence and reputation 
within the fields of cognitive 
psychology and identity styles.

John hranitz ’63, M’70, D’73, 
of Danville, Pa., has written 
three books since his retirement 
from Bloomsburg University 
in 2002: Janik, Ripples from 
a Country Stream; The Man 
in the Brown Fedora; and The 
Window...Silence.

An error in the IUP records 
system resulted in the listing 
of Jane Monroe Thomas ’64 
among the deceased in the 
summer issue of IUP Magazine. 
She is alive and resides 
in Chesterland, Ohio. Her 

husband, William Thomas 
’64, died in March. Jane, who 
is battling ovarian cancer, said 
she plans to stay around and 
keep teaching in her music 
studio. A note from her appears 
in the Letters section of this 
magazine.

While at the National Archives, 
Scott Craig M’64, who writes 
under the name Robert S. 
Craig, looked at a picture of his 
great-great-grandfather and, 
under his gaze, was inspired 
to research all his ancestors 
who fought in the Civil War. 
The result was the book A 
Civil War Family, detailing 
the war stories of fourteen first 
cousins, all with the surname 
Black, from Butler County, 
Pennsylvania. The book is 
available through Amazon.
com. 

Gary Beuke ’69 has moved 
into Laurel View Village, 
a retirement community 
in Somerset County, near 
Davidsville, Pa. He is the 
founding president and a 
former treasurer of the IUP 
Alumni Association’s Greater 
Johnstown chapter.

A business administration 
professor at Central 
Pennsylvania College, Lynn 
Shuster ’69 received the Todd 
A. Milano Faculty Excellence 
Award at the college’s 
commencement ceremony 
in May. “Professor Shuster 
embodies the college’s core 
values, drives students to 
succeed, and leads by example,” 
according to the college’s 
provost. 

1970s
Daniel Griffith ’70, M’72, 
Ashbel Smith Professor of 
Geospatial Information 
Science at the University of 
Texas at Dallas, was one of 
nineteen selected by the U.S. 

Environmental Protection 
Agency to serve on the FQPA 
(Food Quality Protection Act) 
Science Review Board. His 
responsibilities will include 
assessment of the use of 
geostatistical techniques for 
monitoring and sampling of 
the nation’s community water 
systems.

Richard Minick ’70 retired as 
a science teacher after nearly 
forty years with the Greensburg 
Salem School District. He 
continues to work as assistant 
athletic director.

Rebecca Everhart Gohn 
’71, M’73 and Ronald Gohn 
’73 both retired from public 
education: Ron after thirty-
five years of teaching eighth-
grade mathematics at Dover 
Intermediate School and as a 

lieutenant colonel with the U.S. 
Army Reserve, and Rebecca 
from Spring Grove Senior High, 
where she taught Family and 
Consumer Sciences. Rebecca 
now works part-time as an 
independent beauty consultant 
with Mary Kay. A note from the 
Gohns appears in the Letters 
section of this magazine.

Noting the differences 
between students who have an 
appreciation for language and 
literature as they enter school 
and those who do not, three 
seasoned teachers attempted to 
address the disparity by forming 
Literacy Links for Little Ones in 
2008. They had a goal of better 
educating parents about the 
importance of reading aloud to 
children and of providing them 
with high-quality literature 
that would foster a lifelong 

love of reading. Literacy Links 
now comprises seven veteran 
teachers: board members Rita 
ott ’95, M’99, learning support 
teacher; Valerie Birch, Title I 
reading specialist; and Louise 
Brown Peterman M’82, 
retired elementary librarian, 
and members Marsha Janoser 
Gatti ’73, M’75 and Gail 
Maples, both Title I reading 
specialists; Susan Cravener 
fello ’72, M’77, D’92, a 
professor in the Professional 
Studies in Education 
Department at IUP; and Linda 
Riley Cribbs M’91, retired 
technology instructor.

Since forming a partnership 
with Indiana Regional Medical 
Center, Literacy Links has 
made educational materials 
available to all parents whose 
babies are born there. Each 
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Front row, from left: Marsha Janoser Gatti, Susan Cravener Fello, and Louise Peterman. Back 
row: Valerie Birch, Gail Maples, and Rita Ott. Missing from the photo is Linda Riley Cribbs. 
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family also receives a copy of 
My Shining Star, a children’s 
story by Rosemary Wells, and 
can obtain a free, one-year 
subscription to a magazine for 
infants and toddlers. After the 
subscription runs out, the group 
sends a survey to each family, 
asking for feedback on the 
effectiveness of the program. 
More information about the 
organization can be found at 
www.literacy-links.org.

Karen Lachenmayer ’73, 
Sigma Kappa sorority, retired 
last June after thirty-eight 
years of teaching Family 
and Consumer Science at 
Phoenixville High School in 
Chester County, Pennsylvania.

Lois Etchison Lamanna ’73 
has published her first novel, 
Matrimony and Murder, 
through Avalon Books. After 
thirty years of teaching at 
Penn Hills Senior High, the 
same high school she attended, 
she decided to refocus her 
life and created a bucket list. 
“Writing a novel was one of 
the things on it,” she said. More 
information about the book is at 
mysterypen.com.

The Indiana branch of the 
American Association of 
University Women selected 
Cindy Rogers M’73 as one 
of its 2011 Indiana County 
Notable Women. She 
helped form the Evergreen 
Conservancy, a group that 
aims to preserve and protect 
the county’s natural, cultural, 
and historical resources, and 
currently serves as president of 
its board.

Dan Solla ’73, instructor 
trainer and founder of Red 
Scorpion Training, was recently 
cited for his work with Military 
Police soldiers and Department 
of the Army civilian police 
officers at Fort Campbell, Ky. A 
resident of Ambler, he is retired 
from the Pennsylvania Board of 
Probation and Parole.

Formerly with Morgan Stanley 

Smith Barney, Gary McGough 
’74 has joined the Pelorus 
Group of Wells Fargo Advisors, 
LLC, as a financial advisor in 
Bellevue, Wash.

Since retiring last year, Mary 
Lou Leppert Smith ’74 and 
Daniel Smith ’75 have been 
busy. Mary Lou retired from 
Chestnut Ridge High School 
after more than thirty-five years 
of teaching mathematics. She 
has since become a volunteer 
driver with Chestnut Ridge 
Ambulance and was recently 
appointed to the Bedford 

County Children and Youth 
Advisory Board. During her 
tenure at Chestnut Ridge, she 
also served as the Scholastic 
Quiz coach, FBLA advisor, and 
department chairperson. Part 
of her career was spent in the 
Southern Fulton School District.

Daniel retired as a special 
education teacher and head 
football coach at Bedford High 
School. He spent the early part 
of his thirty-five-year teaching 
career at Everett High School 
while working for Appalachia 
Intermediate Unit 08. Daniel, 

whose team reached the state 
quarterfinals in his final year, is 
now a volunteer football coach 
at Tussey Mountain, where son 
Joshua is head coach. Daniel 
has volunteered as an EMT for 
Chestnut Ridge Ambulance 
for more than thirty years. The 
Smiths have two children, 
Joshua, a technology education 
teacher, and Angela, in her 
third year of doctoral studies in 
chemistry at Lehigh University.

From June to June, Paul Lang 
M’75 is serving as interim 
provost at Northern Michigan 

University. He has held a 
number of leadership positions 
at the university in the past 
decade. 

Susan Lorenc-haluska ’75 
retired in April after twenty-
seven years with the Navy 
Federal Credit Union. She 
moved to Sarasota, Fla., with 
her husband, Michael.

Maureen Leary Mamula 
’75 received a deputy 
commissioner’s citation 
from the Social Security 
Administration. She is a 
technical expert in the Mount 
Lebanon, Pa., office and has 
worked for the SSA for more 
than thirty-five years.

A judge appointed attorney 
Erik Rutkowski ’75 to 
represent a defendant charged 
with first-degree murder in a 
high-profile case involving the 
shooting death of an eighteen-
year-old in Potter County, 
Pennsylvania. Erik is licensed 
to practice and a member of the 
state bars in California, Texas, 
and Pennsylvania. 

Bob hovanec ’76 is now 
president and chief operating 
officer of Peoples TWP, LLC, 
(formerly T.W. Phillips Gas and 
Oil) of Butler, Pa.

Since her son, Specialist 
Martin Condor, was killed by a 
roadside bomb in Iraq in 2004, 
Cherriney Wilson Kondor 
’76, M’77 has been working to 
develop a living memorial to all 
veterans. The installation of the 
Veterans Memorial Gold Star 
Healing and Peace Garden is 
planned for spring 2012. Details 
about her fund-raising efforts 
are included in Alumni Extra.

Cathie Laird ’76 retired in the 
spring after thirty-five years 
of teaching in the McGuffey 
School District. She lives on her 
family’s farm near Claysville, 
Pa.

Two new works of fiction are 

on the way from Randall 
Silvis M’76. Available this 
winter from PS Publishing will 
be Flying Fish, a short novel 
about a fisherman who, in an 
attempt to change his luck, 
consorts with a two-hundred-
year-old woman who has never 
aged beyond her adolescence. 
The Boy Who Shoots Crows, 
a suspense novel about what 
happens to a small town in 
Pennsylvania when a twelve-
year-old disappears, will be 
released by Penguin/Berkley 
Prime Crime this month.

A U.S. Navy award that 
recognizes outstanding 
achievement in the readiness 
and protection of sailors has 
been named for and awarded 
posthumously to Michael 
Carl ’77, along with the rest of 
his team. The team was chosen 
based on its record of ensuring 
that each deploying sailor has 
the proper equipment to protect 
against chemical, biological, 
and radiological threats. 
Michael, who died in August 
2010, was also the award’s 
original recipient.

Becky Beard Paul ’77, M’82 
shot a hole-in-one on her 
birthday while playing in a 
member-guest tournament. 
It was the second ace for the 
Fredericksburg Country Club 
member. 

Linda McCabe Ricklefs ’77 
received her Master of Business 
Administration degree from the 
University of Phoenix in July.

After a successful stint in 
retailing, Karen Kelly 
Deklinski ’79 has rejoined 
state government as deputy 
secretary for the Office 
of Administration in the 
Pennsylvania Department of 
Public Welfare.

Elizabeth Rafferty Duncan 
’79, M’80, D’11 successfully 
defended her dissertation 
in July, completing her 
requirements for the Ph.D. 
in English at IUP. She is now 

ARRIVALS
2011. To Christopher Kelly ’03 
and Lisa Townsend Kelly ’03, 
a daughter, Caralynn Rae, May 
24, 2011. To Rebecca Marsh 
Thiec ’03 and Keith Thiec, a 
daughter, Mara Jade, July 14, 

2011. To Bethany Tremmel 
Meier ’04 and Philip 

Meier, a daughter, Jane 
Mae, August 27, 2008, 

a daughter, Emma 
Belle, August 

12, 2009, and 
a son, Ira 

Philip, July 
10, 2011. 
To Jason 
Pease ’04 

and Susan 
Magerl 

Pease ’04, 
a son, Lincoln 

Cordova, April 19, 2011. To 
Cherie Cain Peters ’04 and 
Kristopher Peters ’04, a 
son, Kalan Indiana, October 
13, 2009. To Kathryn Glover 
Cessna ’05 and Brian Cessna 
’07, a son, Samuel Connor, 
February 9, 2011. To Meghan 
McGahuey feather ’06 and 
Gregory Feather, a daughter, 
Rhiannon Gwyneth, November 
22, 2010. To Rachel ashley 
Duchesneau ’08 and Mark 
Duchesneau, a son, Jack 
Phillip, March 10, 2011.

1980s
To Eric Claussen ’86 and 
Christiane Claussen, a daughter, 
Julie Helene, March 5, 2011. 

1990s
To Laurie McKee 
Richwine ’92 and 
Ross Richwine, a 
son, Ross Lucas, 
March 29, 2011. 
To Michael 
Bauer ’94 
and Elizabeth 
Bauer, a 
son, Nathan 
William, March 
18, 2011. To Kelli 
Dickey harmon 
’95 and Joe Harmon, a son, 
Jeremiah Paul, May 4, 2008, 
and a son, Silas Joseph, June 
21, 2011. To Ryan Pellegrino 
’96 and Anna Pellegrino, a 
daughter, Lily Katherine, April 
27, 2011. To Kandy Garlock 
Troutman ’97 and Dana 
Troutman, a son, Lake Mathew, 
May 3, 2011. To David Keefer 
’98 and Dawn Waller Keefer 
’00, a daughter, Claire Elizabeth, 
May 15, 2011. To amy Kochara 
Rinius ’98 and nick Rinius 
’98, a son, Tanner Patrick, May 
19, 2011. To Steve Tighe ’98 
and Tracy Tighe, a son, Sidney 
Dennis, June 22, 2010. To 
adam Zeni ’98 and Jennifer 
Behrendt Zeni ’01, a daughter, 
Addison Claire, May 23, 2011. 
To andrea Knoechel Scott 
’99 and Jonathan Scott, a son, 
Ethan Alexander, February 16, 
2011. 

2000s
To Matthew Lucas ’00 and 
Mary Lucas, twins, Audrey 
Katharine and Madeline Grace, 
February 10, 2011. To Jessica 
hazen necci ’01 and Edward 
Necci, a daughter, Emilia 
Kate, July 14, 2011. To Tiffany 
osborne Schroyer ’02, M’04 
and Christopher Schroyer, a 
son, Connor Thomas, January 
19, 2011. To Valerie Laughlin 
Broody ’03 and John Broody, a 
son, Charles Xavier, January 2, 
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Life in Ocean City, N.J. Gittler is 
a partner in the Philadelphia 
accounting, tax, and business 
consulting firm. 

New Jersey artist Micheal 
Madigan ’80, M’86 
launched the Aisling Group, 
a not-for-profit partnership 
in Washington, D.C., earlier 
this year. His paintings are 
permanently installed in the 
gallery, which is open by 
appointment. As art director, he 
also selects other artists’ work to 
be shown in the gallery. Ceilidh 
Madigan, son of Micheal 
and his wife, Elaine Taraba 
Madigan ’80, serves as gallery 
director and sales agent.

Three alumni who are board 
members of the National 
Drowning Prevention 
Alliance participated in a 
video available in Alumni 
Extra. Kim Tyson ’80, Mary 
ann Downing ’82, and Bob 
ogoreuc ’89 can be seen in the 
video promoting safety efforts.

The Toronto Transit 
Commission recognized David 
Veights ’80 for his work on 
its transit expansion program, 
which included serving as 
senior project coordinator for a 
twenty-kilometer light rail line 
through the city’s midtown. 
David is employed by Delcan, 
a global infrastructure and 
systems solutions company.

Many residents of Esch 
hall’s fifth floor in 1981 
gathered in July in Pittsburgh 
to spend an evening aboard the 
Gateway Clipper and reminisce 
about freshman year. The group 
is planning another reunion in 
2012. Information is available 
in the Reunions section of this 
magazine. 

Wyndmoor resident Daniel 
Clifford ’81 was elected first 
vice chair of the Pennsylvania 
Bar Association’s Family 
Law Section. Under normal 
succession, he will become 

chair of the 1,400-member 
group in 2013. He is a partner 
in the family law practice 
group and managing partner 
of the Norristown office of 
Philadelphia firm Weber, 
Gallagher, Simpson, Stapleton, 
Fires, and Newby.

Martin hodovanich ’81 
placed second in his age group 
in the Outer Limits Triathlon in 
Columbus, Ohio, in August. The 
event featured more than two 
hundred participants from Ohio 
and neighboring states.

Mark McGahen ’81, M’90 
hosted more than eighty 
IUP alumni at a golf outing 
in Central Pennsylvania in 
May. The event raised more 
than $17,000 for the Gittlen 
Cancer Research Foundation in 
Hershey.

Becca Miller DesJardin ’82 
recently published a book, Mrs. 
Fiddlesticks Wears a Hat, to 
help children understand the 
side effects of cancer treatment. 
Becca, who lives and works in 
Northern Virginia, has seen the 
effects of cancer on children 
and their families during her 
nearly thirty years of teaching. 
A portion of the proceeds from 
the book, available through 
Amazon.com, will be donated 
to charity. 

Dolores Jans Lowery ’82 was 
promoted to vice president 
of Corporate Affairs and 
Community Involvement at 
FirstEnergy Corporation. She 
was also named president of the 
FirstEnergy Foundation. Dee 
and husband Jeff live in Akron, 
Ohio. 

An elementary health and 
physical education teacher 
and athletic coach, Gregg 
Carlaccini ’83 recently 
completed his master’s degree 
in school administration in the 
North Carolina school system. 
He is in his twenty-seventh 
year in the teaching profession.

Bob Marchesani ’83 has 

been elected president of 
the Board of Trustees of St. 
Richard’s Episcopal School, 
an independent school in 
Indianapolis for students in 
preschool through eighth grade. 
The school offers education 
based on five pillars: faith, 
classic curriculum, leadership, 
civic responsibility, and global 
readiness.

The membership of the 
Pennsylvania Association of 
School Business Officials in 
March elected Dale Kirsch 
’83, M’96 to a three-year term 
on the board of directors. Dale 
is the business manager in the 
Indiana Area School District, 
the fourth Pennsylvania district 
for which he has worked.

Now in his twenty-third year 
as men’s swimming and diving 
head coach at the College of 
New Jersey, Brian Bishop 
’84, M’91 was featured 
in the August issue of 
Swimming World 
Magazine. In the in-
depth interview, he 
discussed topics 
including 
recruiting, 
technique, 
training, 
and his 
roots in 
the sport. 
Brian’s 
teams have 
placed in the 
top twenty 
at the Division 
III national 
championships in 
sixteen of the last twenty 
seasons.

Karen Earon March ’84, 
a tenured professor at York 
College of Pennsylvania, 
recently coauthored a book, 
NCLEX High Risk: The Disaster 
Prevention Manual for Nurses. 
She also has had a number of 
publications and national and 
international presentations 
related to her work in evidence-
based practice.

Ellen Quinn McCabe ’84 
has joined LarsonAllen as a 
principal leading the firm’s state 
and local tax (SALT) practice. 
She has more than twenty-
five years of experience in the 
government, private sector, and 
public accounting. 

Barbara Eiswerth ’85 was 
one of six people to receive 
the Hon Kachina Volunteer 
Award this year. She founded 
the Iskashitaa Refugee 
Harvesting Network, a group 
of refugees from Africa and 
Asia that partners with Tucson 
volunteers to harvest about 
75,000 pounds of fruit and 
vegetables each year from 
backyards and local farms. 
The food is then distributed 
to refugee families and others 
in need. Barbara also fills the 
roles of employment counselor, 
advocate, and friend to these 
new residents, who have 
described her as “an angel” and 

“an answer to our prayers.”

Dennis Emert ’85, 
M’87, left, band 

director at Kerr 
and Fairview 

elementary 
schools in 
the Fox 
Chapel 
Area School 
District, 

was elected 
president 

of the five-
thousand-

member 
Pennsylvania Music 

Educators Association in 
August. In this role, he will 
advocate the state Legislature 
to maintain funding for music 
and art in schools. His term will 
run five years: two as president-
elect, two as president, and 
one as past president. Dennis, 
who runs a private French 
horn studio, is a member of the 
Yankee Brass Band in Maine, 
the Butler Symphony, the 
Musicians’ Concert Band, and 
the Great Rocky Western Brass 
Band in Silverton, Colo. He has 

played with the Johnstown 
Symphony for twenty-seven 
years and has been a member 
of the Keystone Wind Ensemble 
since the group started twenty 
years ago.

Cordis Colman Storms ’86 
and husband Doug are featured 
in a video for the 2010 Camaro 
on the Chevrolet website. 

Joseph Rooney ’87 recently 
published a book, The Flying 
Hound, which follows fictional 
character John Frawley as 
he discovers what Ireland 
has to offer and, along the 
way, learns about friendship, 
love, and himself. A longtime 
professor and higher education 
administrator, Joseph was 
inspired to write after taking 
students on tours of Ireland 
when one of his positions 
took him to Dublin for 
three years. The book can be 
ordered through LuLu.com, 
Amazon.com, or his website, 
joerooneybooks.com. It is also 
available for download through 
iTunes. 

Renee Shaw M’87 is 
now executive director of 
development at Bishop 
McCort Catholic High School 
in Johnstown, Pa. Her varied 
experience includes designing 
multilingual communications 
programs for the Chinese 
government, producing 
television commercials for 
the Japanese, and teaching 
marketing, advertising, and 
related subjects in Hungary, the 
Czech Republic, and Croatia.

Award-winning photographer 
Linda Toki ’87 presented 
an exhibit, Loudoun’s Fall 
Color Tour, in October at 29 
Vines in Purcellville, Va. The 
photographs in the exhibit 
showed the intensity of nature’s 
change.

Leading the Community Health 
Challenge of Southwestern 
Pennsylvania is Lori Vish-
Stearns ’87. The organization 
identifies those at risk of 

cardiovascular disease and 
educates people about other 
chronic health conditions, such 
as cancer, asthma, diabetes, 
substance abuse disorders, and 
the behavioral addiction of 
problem gambling. The office’s 
move from Butler to Evans 
City in September is expected 
to allow easier access to its 
services and programs.

Matthew Kovatch ’88 
recently completed his MBA at 
the Lake Forest Graduate School 
in Chicago. He specialized in 
international business, which 
entailed completing a two-
week practicum in São Paulo, 
Brazil. He is an auditor with 
Abbott Laboratories and lives 
with his family in the northern 
Chicago suburbs.

The latest book by Patrick 
Pacalo ’88, The Liberty Cipher, 
uncovers the truth about events 
that occurred in 1967, when 
the USS Liberty was attacked in 
international waters and nearly 
sunk by air and naval units of 
Israeli Defense Forces.

1990s
After fourteen years as 
superintendent, Donald Lee 
M’91 has retired from the 
Shaler Area School District. 
His three-year “Vision for the 
Future” project, which ended in 
2008, included renovating two 
buildings, implementing full-
day kindergarten, and infusing 
new technology.

Kimberly Scherer Spering 
’91 recently had an article 
published in the Clinical 
Advisor: A Forum for 
Nurse Practitioners titled 
“Therapeutic Strategies for 
Bacterial Conjunctivitis.” She 
is a family nurse practitioner 
in internal medicine at Brndjar 
Medical Associates, P.C., in 
Emmaus, Pa. She is also a 
clinical preceptor for nurse 
practitioner students from her 
graduate alma mater, DeSales 
University.

working toward turning her 
dissertation, “International 
Mail Order Brides: A Narrative 
Inquiry Investigating the Lives 
and Literacies of Six Female 
Second Language Learners 
and Their Acquisition of the 
English Language,” into a 
book. Elizabeth, of Indiana, has 
been employed as the ARIN 
Intermediate Unit Adult and 
English as a Second Language 
program coordinator for 
twenty-five years. 

More than sixty alumni from 
Phi Kappa Theta fraternity 
reunited for a three-day 
weekend last summer in 
Pittsburgh. With the wives of 
some acting as chaperones, 
brothers from the 1970s to the 
2000s took in a Pirates game 
and reportedly “relived some of 
their youth.”

1980s
Joni Cole ’80 had a fifth 
book published in September: 
Another Bad-Dog Book: 
Tales of Life, Love, and 
Neurotic Human Behavior 
(PublishingWorks, Inc.). One 
of the book’s essays, “Strangers 
on a Train,” was nominated for 
a 2011 Pushcart Prize. Though 
she places the book in a genre 
she terms “humor that matters,” 
the Journalism graduate 
and writing teacher said the 
material is often quite serious. 
One piece deals with the loss of 
her best friend from IUP, who 
died right before his fiftieth 
birthday.

In an early review, Barbara 
Hannah Grufferman, of The 
Best of Everything after Fifty: 
The Experts’ Guide to Style, 
Sex, Health, Money, and More, 
wrote, “This is a remarkable 
book, filled with stories that 
will touch the hearts and minds 
of any reader who has ever 
been over-attached to a pet, 
fought with her hair, stalked 
her high school crush, said long 
goodbyes to loved ones, or tried 
to talk (and talk and talk) her 
way through a mid-life crisis.”

In addition to Another Bad-
Dog Book, Joni has written 
the three-volume “This Day” 
series, which includes Water 
Cooler Diaries: Women across 
America Share Their Day at 
Work, and Toxic Feedback: 
Helping Writers Survive and 
Thrive. She has also been a 
speaker at writing conferences 
across the country. 

Paintings of Indiana County, 
Pennsylvania, is a collection 
of scenes from the IUP campus 
and elsewhere in the county 
painted on site by plein air 
artist Ron Donoughe ’80. The 
book is available through the 
College of Fine Arts and on the 
University Museum website, 
www.iup.edu/museum.

David flippo ’80 released 
his fourth CD, Tao Tunes, on 
his own Oppilf Records, with 
his Chicago-based jazz quartet, 
Flippomusic. David adapted 
the English text of eighteen 
chapters of the ancient Tao Te 
Ching into lyrics and arranged 
them in more than ten styles, 
including jazz, Latin, and 
contemporary. He is a pianist 
and vocalist for the group. 

Jeffrey Gittler ’80 raised 
more than $12,000 of his Citrin 
Cooperman team’s $15,600 
contribution to the American 
Cancer Society’s 2011 Relay for 
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Review and Murrysville Star 
before attending the University 
of Pittsburgh School of Law. 
Intelligencer panelists selected 
lawyers, who must be under 
age forty, based on their 
contributions to development 
of the law, advocacy, 
community, and service to 
the bar. Of the five Pittsburgh 
attorneys chosen, Michelle was 
the only woman. 

Scott Palmo ’96 wrote a book, 
Twisted Fury, about a string 
of tornadoes that devastated 
parts of Western Pennsylvania 
and surrounding states in June 
1980. He remembers scenes of 
fallen trees and stacked trailers 
as he walked through a trailer 
park after the storm had passed. 
Unable to find information 
about the tornadoes online, he 
was driven to write the book, 
spending more than five years 
interviewing survivors from 
eight hard-hit communities. 
The book is available at www.
closspress.com. Scott, a high 
school librarian in the Sumter 
School District, is married to 
Sheri arth Palmo ’94.

Joining Kandy Garlock 
Troutman ’97 and husband 
Dana in welcoming a son in 
May were their other sons, ten-
year-old Brook Dana and six-
year-old River Lynn. Details are 
included in the Arrivals section 
of this magazine.

Colin Ratner ’97 ran his 
first marathon, the Pocono 
Mountain Run for the Red, 
in May. The Afghanistan 
combat veteran and ROTC 
scholarship recipient works 
for Amico Corporation as a 
territory manager for Eastern 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, and 
Delaware. 

Matt Burglund ’98, assistant 
sports editor at the Indiana 
Gazette, received the George 
Heaslip Media Award from the 
Pennsylvania State Athletic 
Conference in August. The 
award is presented annually 
to a member of the media for 

outstanding coverage of the 
PSAC and its institutions. Matt 
has covered IUP football for the 
Gazette since 1998.

Zachary Dollak Ca’98 is 
the owner of Milano Italian 
Steakhouse in Old Forge, Pa. 
Before this latest venture, he 
held positions at several well-
known resorts and restaurants. 
His experience includes 
working under world-famous 
chef Emeril Lagasse and as 
a private chef for the Coors 
family.

Joining David Keefer ’98 and 
Dawn Waller Keefer ’00 in 
welcoming their baby girl in 
May was son Colten Robert, 
who is two and a half. Details 
appear in the Arrivals section of 
this magazine.

Steve Tighe ’98 and wife Tracy 
have a one-year-old son and 
are expecting a second child 
early next year. Steve is a senior 
officer with the Federal Bureau 
of Prisons. Details appear in 
the Arrivals section of this 
magazine.

Leia Kupris Shilobod ’99 
received Alpha Sigma Alpha’s 
Outstanding Advisor Award. 
She has advised IUP’s Alpha 
Gamma chapter since 2007. 
Leia and husband Adam own 
InTech Solutions, Inc., and live 
in Greensburg with their four 
children: Gabriel, Julian, Anya, 
and Ava.

2000s
Askey, Askey, and Associates, 
a certified public accounting/
business consulting firm 
serving Southern Maryland, 
has appointed Christa 
DiStanislao Mudd ’01, M’02 
to audit manager. She joined 
the firm as an audit supervisor 
in 2008.

When nicole Davis ’02 and 
Tom Bauer were married last 
year, two other IUP alumnae 
were in the wedding party: 
Lisa nissley Golding ’02 and 

Katy Gresh ’02. Nicole is an 
elementary librarian in the 
Leechburg Area School District. 
Details appear in the Weddings 
section of this magazine.

When Valerie Laughlin ’03 
and John Broody were married 
in 2009, two other IUP alumnae 
were in the bridal party: alicia 
Duff ’04 and Jennifer heintz 
Kessler ’03. Details appear in 
the Weddings section of this 
magazine.

Douglas Kearney ’03 is 
looking forward to the ten-year 
reunion of the Elementary 
Education Class of 2003.

Donald McKinney M’04 is 
the director of wind ensembles 
and conducting at the 
Louisiana State University 
School of Music.

Samuel Richards ’04 left the 
American School of Brasilia, 
Brazil, and is teaching at 
Washington County (Maryland) 
Public Schools. He lives in 
Hagerstown, Md.

A reporter with the Clearfield 
(Pa.) Progress for the past five 
years, Liza Matia ’05 has been 
promoted to assistant editor.

hannah Suhr ’06 and 
Jonathan McVey ’07, who 

leadership with an emphasis 
in community leadership at 
Duquesne University in May. 
He began his degree work 
online in 2005 while stationed 
in Iraq with the U.S. Army. 
After twenty-two years of 
combined active and reserve 
service, James retired from the 
Pennsylvania Army National 
Guard in 2008 at the rank of first 
sergeant/E-8. A police sergeant 
with the Stroud Area Regional 
Police Department, he lives in 
Stroudsburg, Pa., with his wife, 
Lori, and their two children.

Owner of Keegan Law Firm, 
LLC, Marcus Keegan ’95 was 
selected as a 2011 Rising Star 
by Super Lawyers and Atlanta 
Magazine. He graduated from 
Emory University School of 
Law in 2002.

When Kevin Ritzert ’95 and 
Rebecca Valimont were married 
in 2008, Matt Monteleone 
’96 served as best man. Kevin 
is a probation officer in Butler 
County, Pennsylvania. Details 
appear in the Weddings section 
of this magazine.

Michelle agulia allan 
’96 was one of twenty-seven 
Pennsylvania attorneys 
selected for the Legal 
Intelligencer’s 2011 “Lawyers 
on the Fast Track.” A partner 
in the Medicare Compliance 
Practice Group of Burns White, 
LLC, Michelle was a reporter 
at the Pittsburgh Tribune-

are wife and husband, received 
J.D. degrees in May—Jonathan 
from Widener School of Law in 
Harrisburg and Hannah from 
Penn State Dickinson.

Babst Calland has added 
Benjamin Bolinger ’07 as 
an associate in its Business 
Services Group. Benjamin’s 
practice includes real estate 
and natural resource law, 
and he concentrates on issues 
concerning oil and gas well 
development. Formerly with 
Delaney, Dougherty, and Fritz, 
P.C., he earned his J.D. from 
Vanderbilt University Law 
School. He is an alumnus of the 
Robert E. Cook Honors College 
at IUP.

An outpatient therapist at 
Irene Stacy Community Mental 
Health Center, Kate Ivory 
M’08 is now both a licensed 
professional counselor and a 
national certified counselor. She 
lives in Wildwood, Pa.

The M.F.A. recipient of the 
Maurice M. and Miriam H. 
Goldberger Fellowship for Fine 
Arts at SUNY Stony Brook, 
alisha McCurdy ’08, M’09 
had her work featured during 
June in two shows. One, 
called in the seams, was a solo 
exhibition at Oasis Gallery, 
Marquette, Mich., and the 

other, Best of SUNY Student 
Exhibition, was at the New 
York State Museum in Albany. 
That same month, three of her 
artist books were featured in 
a group show, Honoring the 
Page, at Gallery North in East 
Setauket, N.Y.

More recently, Alisha was 
selected to participate in the 
Patchogue Arts Biennial at 
Briarcliffe College, the largest 
exhibition of contemporary art 
on Long Island. Her solo thesis 
exhibition, Seven Hundred 
Thirty-Five, was on view at 
Stony Brook in November.

In the photo, Alisha stands 
with a piece she completed this 
year, Dead Canary, charcoal, 
graphite, and pastel on canvas, 
which was featured in the 
biennial. 

Murray Risk Management and 
Insurance has hired Jason 
Gouldner ’09, of Harrisburg, 
as a risk control consultant. He 
will provide risk control and 
safety services, specializing in 
municipalities. 

Marie Brislin Stewart M’09 
has been serving as a faculty 
supervisor/instructor at Laurel 
Technical Institute since 
August.

“Legacy of a Broken Limb” by 
Marla Sink Druzgal took 
second place in the national 
Women’s Issues Essay Contest 
sponsored by the Daughters 
of the American Revolution. 
Marla, originally a member 
of the Class of 1992, officially 
graduated in 2001.

Richard Jensen ’92 has 
written Finding the Jewel in 
Job Loss: Walking by Faith in 
Unemployment, described as 
a “guide to growing in grace 
through the trial of joblessness.” 
The book, published by CLC 
Publications, is available 
through Barnes and Noble and 
Family Christian Stores.

The Philadelphia-area chapter 
of Meeting Professionals 
International in June presented 
Camela Pastorius ’92 with 
the Chapter Leader of the Year 
award. During her more than 
ten years as an active member, 
she has chaired the community 
outreach and student affairs 
committees and, last year, 
joined the board of directors as 
chair of monthly programs.

Jenn arment McMillen 
’93 was promoted to division 
vice president of loyalty 
and customer relationship 
management for GameStop, a 
$10-billion video game retailer 
headquartered in Texas. She 
created GameStop’s new loyalty 
program, PowerUp Rewards, 

one of the fastest growing 
retail loyalty programs in the 
country, with more than 12 
million members. Jenn was 
a featured speaker at this 
year’s Customer Relationship 
Management Conference. She 
lives in Allen, Texas, with her 
husband, aaron McMillen, 
who also attended IUP.

Mike Bauer ’94 received 
the 2011 National Stuttering 
Association Volunteer of the 
Year Award for his video 
contributions to the association 
and its website, www.
westutter.org.

As travel columnist for the 
Rocky Point Times, anita 
Kaltenbaugh M’94 is sharing 
her advice and inspiring others 
to create a “travel bucket list” 
with her new book, Travel 
Secrets—Insider Guide to 
Planning, Affording, and 
Taking More Vacations. She 
and husband Darrell, fittingly 
a descendant of Lewis and 
Clark’s William Clark, have 
taken ninety-nine vacations. 
Her book is available through 
Amazon.com, Kindle, Nook, 
and Barnes and Noble. 

Jacque Day Pallone ’94 has 
joined the faculty of Northern 
Kentucky University as a 
media advisor and lecturer 
in the College of Informatics, 
Department of Communication. 
A coauthor of two books, 
she holds eleven awards for 
reporting from the Associated 
Press of Kentucky and has 
worked in radio, television, 
motion pictures, print 
journalism, and commercial 
and literary publishing.

Tammy Trimble ’94 
received her Ph.D. in public 
administration and public 
affairs from Virginia Tech. 
She serves as project associate 
with the Virginia Tech 
Transportation Institute.

James Wielgus ’94 earned a 
4.0 grade-point average while 
completing a master’s degree in 

Jenn arment McMillen ’93
Michelle agulia allan ’96

alisha McCurdy ’08, M’09
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DEATHS
1931: Ruby Cordray Barnes, 
Mary Bowman Orzell
1932: Elsie Gazdik Stadler
1934: Dorothy Ray Strong
1935: Margie Shrom George, 
Mildred Bowman Rogers
1936: Elizabeth Nenstiel 
Cramer
1938: Inez Hamilton Balsley

1940: Jean Morlach Patrick, 
Mary Reagan, Ruth McDowell 
Roth, Jack Roush, Garnet Moore 
Sliker
1941: Evelyn Shaulis Como, 
Elizabeth Harris, Mary Feeney 
Kelley, Clarence Stephenson, 
Edna Folcik Tylinski
1942: James Koenig, Eugene 
Lindsey, Winston Ritter
1943: Twila Engle Stephens, 
Dorothy Anis Thomas
1944: Anna Line Adams, Verna 
Rising Fiscus, Sarah Taylor 
McAfoose, Harry Peelor
1945: Marcia Sgriccia 
Chapman, Albert Mauro
1946: Annabelle Baumgardner 
Whitaker
1947: Louise Hood Glassco, 
Helena Smith
1948: Vivian McTavish Branick, 
James Schell
1949: Robert Kuntz

1950: Martha Ober 

Hemminger, Maureen Nelson 
Komlo, Marian Rolls Stamler, 
Dwane Yoder
1951: Joane Berkey Conner, 
Doris Cox Paisley
1952: Patricia Thomas 
Castleman, Charles Johnson, 
Robert Pohl, Ernest Sendry 
1953: James Dick, Neal Keefer, 
Janet Longnecker Lochner
1954: Barbara Tishon Bleecker, 
Anna Shaulis Simpson
1955: Ruth Campbell Fulton, 
Christie Sell, Marianne Pantano 
Texter, Bernice Brickell Wetzel
1956: Betty Wenzel Ferrari, 
Mary Coleman Strine
1957: Harry Breece, Sheldon 
Hunter, William McCrory, 
James Obrock
1958: Patricia Perkins 
Sackinger
1959: Bain Palmer

1960: Lois Richardson 
Anderson, Melvin Dry (M), 
George Hischuck, William 
Verschuren, Dorothy Bowman 
Vogel, Thomas Williams
1961: Joan Crawford Ehenger, 
Michael Souchock
1962: William Abbey, Ruth 
Anchors, Robert Chunta, 
William Edwards, Audrey 
Fenich Tomko
1963: Janice Stachowski 
Hughes, Karla Kottas Weaver
1964: Carol Papalia Waronsky
1965: David Gallaher, Joseph 

Yourish
1966: Samuel Mitrovich, 
Romayne Preston (M), Miriam 
Kenosh Staffen 
1967: Dorothy Contie Delia, 
Patricia Kerzan McCaskey
1968: Ruth Amos Holben

1970: Joseph Bougher, Mark 
Henry, Neil McLaughlin, 
George Shumaker, James 
Trunzo 
1971: Kenneth Petrick, Carol 
Stanko
1972: Katherine Clark Barnett 
(M)
1973: David Bortzfield, Diane 
Michler Jones, Richard Trinclisti
1974: Norma Crissman Fetters 
(M), Amy Shope Vaughan
1975: Maureen Shanahan 
Webb
1976: Thomas Sculco (M)
1977: Lewis Anderson (M), 
Rodger Andrews, Thomas 
Hickey 
1978: William Lynn (M)
1979: William Crowley (M)

1981: Drew Landry (D), Eleanor 
Daugherty Schultz (M)
1982: Joseph Clement, Thomas 
Thieroff
1983: Brian O’Friel (M)
1984: Dwight Keller, Kimberly 
Ogle Straub
1987: Brenda Hollis Ferguson
1988: Karen Szabo Engel

1990: Tracy Johnson Houck, 

David McCracken, Gerald 
Reigle
1991: Donald Weber
1992: Dean Bish
1995: Adam Toy
1996: Eric Jones (M)
1997: Andrea Fiscus, Lawrence 
Grabiak (M)
1998: Daryll Carter
1999: Lisa Noerr Rivera

2002: Mark Slane (M)
2003: John Parisi (M)
2008: Michael Buzard, Angel 
Falbow (M)

Note: In cases in which more than 
one IUP degree was earned, the year 
of only the first degree is indicated. 
Deaths of faculty members are 
reported in the Mentors section of 
this issue.

other Deaths
howard Blystone, who 
retired in 2001 after more than 
thirty years of employment at 
IUP, died May 22, 2011.

florie Gaston, a member of 
the maintenance department 
for twenty-seven years before 
his retirement in 1987, died July 
31, 2011.

Evon McCoy, who worked 
at IUP for thirty years before 
retiring as an executive 
secretary in 2004, died July 1, 
2011.

Jessica hann ’11 was one 
of one hundred singers from 
the Westminster Symphonic 
Choir chosen to perform in 
the Concert under the Stars in 
September in Central Park. A 
free concert by tenor Andrea 
Bocelli, it also featured Celine 
Dion, Tony Bennett, and the 
New York Philharmonic, 
among others.

Kyle MacDonald M’11 
is the assistant director of 
Undergraduate Admission at 
Emerson College in Boston.

LOST & FOUND
Esther Koharchik Leete ’81 
is looking for the following IUP 
classmates: Michael Shepelak 
’78, Tim Shepelak ’81, Susan 
henry Shepelak ’83, and 
Jeanne Minarich ’81.

REUNION
Residents of Esch hall’s 
fifth floor during the 1981-82 
academic year are planning a 
reunion in the summer of 2012 
in Pittsburgh’s South Hills. For 
more information, contact Joe 
Kralik ’87 at JFKDec7@gmail.
com.

1980s
Molly Moyer ’89 to Joseph 
Caprara, July 17, 2011.

1990s
Jacque Day ’94 to arthur 
Pallone M’95, November 
28, 2008. Kevin Ritzert ’95 
to Rebecca Valimont, October 
12, 2008. 

2000s
nicole Davis ’02 to Tom 
Bauer, November 27, 2010. 
Ryan Berner ’03 to Katie 
hanlon ’08, June 18, 2011. 
Raechelle ferrante ’03 to 
Scott Doyle, June 25, 2011. 
Valerie Laughlin ’03 to 

John Broody, July 9, 2009. 
Cherie Cain ’04 to Kristopher 
Peters ’04, September 2, 2006. 
Cindy Erickson ’04 to John 
Longo, September 18, 2010. 
Bethany Tremmel ’04 to 
Philip Meier, August 4, 2007. 
Laura Beerley ’06 to Paul 
arnoldt ’08, July 9, 2011. 
Lacey appenzellar ’07 to 
Ronald Ziegler, August 26, 2011. 
Valerie DiTommaso ’07 to 
Stephen Schoenfeld ’07, July 
24, 2010. Rachel ashley ’08 to 
Mark Duchesneau, January 
9, 2010. Breanna Genevro 
’08 to Kevin Rush, July 10, 
2010. Melissa Mikeska ’08 to 
John Olszewski, May 21, 2011. 
ashley florijan ’10 to Jeffrey 
Kosky ’10, June 25, 2011.

WEDDINGS
IRAs, Taxable Income, 
Charitable Gifts, and YOU
People age seventy and a half and 
older are required to take minimum 
distributions from Individual 
Retirement Annuity plans. If you 
still need to take the distribution, 
the IRA rollover provision of 
the Tax Relief, Unemployment 
Insurance Reauthorization, and Job 
Creation Act allows you to give up 
to $100,000 from your Individual 
Retirement Account (IRA) to public 
charities without having to count the 
distribution as taxable income.

Thanks to the IRA rollover provision, 
charities in the U.S. have received 
more than $69 million.
IUP has numerous needs for 
charitable gifts to support 
scholarships, program 
enhancements, and capital 
improvements. With an ever-

Note that the act is no longer in 
effect after December 31, 2011. If 
you want to take advantage of the 
provision, you must act quickly. 

shrinking allocation from the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, we 
are fighting to keep tuition affordable 
for our students. We need your help.
If you are interested in discussing 
a gift to support the education of 
IUP students through the provision, 
please contact Bill Speidel, associate 
vice president for Development, at 
724-357-2324 or by sending e-mail to 
william.speidel@iup.edu.



SUTTON HALL, ROOM 316
1011 SOUTH DRIVE
INDIANA, PENNSYLVANIA 15705-1046

WWW.IUP.EDU/MAGAZINE

4005851001

CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

STAY CONNECTED TO IUP WITH FACEBOOK, 
TWITTER, YOUTUBE, AND MORE.

VISIT: WWW.IUP.EDU/SOCIALMEDIA

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage Paid
Permit No. 375
Burlington, VT 05401

Sunlight finds an opening between columns at the west entrance to John Sutton Hall. At the far end of the walkway is Clark Hall, and across 
Grant Street to the left are Delaney and Putt halls.
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