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KOVALCHICK COMPLEX
OPENING HERALDS
A NEW DAY FOR
THE REGION

Terry Serafini’s
Million-Dollar Gift



M E S S A G E F R O M T H E

P R E S I D E N T
BY DAV I D WERNE R

The Kovalchick Convention and Athletic
Complex opened to the public in early

March. The finished building represents the 
culmination of countless hours of hard work
and dedication on the part of IUP; local, state,
and federal officials; and a commission that
comprises community volunteers and 
university employees.
The facility is projected to pump more than

$300 million into the local economy over a 
ten-year period that will begin when ground 
is broken for the neighboring hotel. The 
community and university will benefit from 
the facility in many other ways, too.
Now, for the first time, there’s an indoor 

facility to accommodate events as large as 
IUP’s commencement ceremonies. The
complex’s Ed Fry Arena seats 5,000, while 
Toretti Auditorium has 650 seats.
The Original Harlem Globetrotters and the

Ringling Bros. and
Barnum & Bailey
Circus were the
first attractions
booked by 
manager Global
Spectrum. As an
indoor venue for
court sports, the
Kovalchick 
Complex is
arguably larger
and grander than

what exists at any other Pennsylvania State 
Athletic Conference school. There are five luxury
suites and a plaza-style food court. The facility
can accommodate weddings, trade shows, 
large-scale banquets, and, as its name suggests,
large- and small-scale conferences.
In fact, the complex is a first-rate corporate

training and executive conference facility. There
are six meeting rooms, a training lab, and a board
room. The conference center has nine rooms,
and presenters have access to state-of-the-art
audio and visual equipment, in addition to tele-
conferencing and videoconferencing capabilities.
The evening before the official opening, an

event honored two select groups. A number of
IUP faculty members were cited for the acclaim
they bring the university through their
published scholarship. A number of donors,
some of whom are named in this issue, were
thanked for gifts that helped make the complex
possible. The event celebrated the university, 
the community, and the complex that will 
serve them both.
At the Kovalchick Complex groundbreaking

in 2007, Indiana County Commissioner Rodney
Ruddock ’65, M’75, was a speaker. A lifelong
Indiana resident, he said then—and his words
ring just as true now—“If you don’t get excited
about Indiana today, you’ll never get excited.” 
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FRONT COVER: It’s a new day
for the Kovalchick Convention
and Athletic Complex, which
opened in early March.
Photograph by Keith Boyer.

BACK COVER:  High up in
Stephenson Hall, windows in the
Hawk’s Nest look northward
toward Maple Street.
Photograph by Keith Boyer.

IUP’s recently adopted facilities

master plan calls for construction

of a building between Clark and

Sutton halls. At midcentury, that

area contained Thomas Sutton

Hall and an extra wing on John

Sutton Hall; there was no library

building. Change, it seems, 

may be the only constant.
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Ten Years After
Change is hard to gauge at an institution that’s nearly 136 years

old. Sometimes, when one walks through the Oak Grove, IUP

seems as it has always been. Take a few steps to the east or

south, though, and all the new buildings can make it almost

unrecognizable. A lot of change in the past decade is intangible—

at least until illustrator David Raymond puts it into pictures, as he

has on these two pages. The magazine is indebted for much of

the information presented to Chris Kitas of the Office of Institu-

tional Research, Planning, and Assessment and Nathan Bish of

Advancement Services.  – Karen Gresh



A Star Shone in ‘the Liberty Tubes’
The Summer 2010 story about the late

Jack Crossan, a basketball star in his own
right, brought back many fond memories to
me, as I attended ISTC from 1950 to 1954.
Like many students, I was a friend of Jack

Crossan and watched him play every home
basketball game from 1952 to 1954 in
Waller Gymnasium. At that time, we
referred to Waller Gym as the Liberty Tubes,
because of its poor lighting.  
Jack had the most dynamic shot I have

ever seen in a basketball star. He never
arched the ball. It left his hand in a straight
trajectory to the basket and would ripple the
cords and never touch the rim. Just an
amazing shot from an amazing player, as his
record 24 points per game will attest to.
It would have been nice had the story

mentioned the name of Don “Bones” Cav-
alero ’56 of Butler, because Jack and “Bones”

were inseparable pals on and off the court.
I would like to thank the Sig Ep Five, all

friends of mine, for their tireless and 
philanthropic efforts in establishing the 
Jack Crossan Memorial Scholarship. And,
I’m sure that my small contribution of
naming Don Cavalero will make the late
Jack Crossan happy, wherever he might be.

Don “Buff” Bufagna ’54 
Johnstown, Pa.

Enabling a Life’s Work 
I was saddened to read that Dr. Morton

Morris passed away in April. Dr. Morris was
the impetus and support behind my education
and career. Beginning with my freshman year
in 1976, Dr. Morris was both a professor for
my special education coursework and my
advisor. Upon completion of my bachelor’s
degree in 1970, Dr. Morris convinced me to
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letters
continue with my master’s. He made graduate
school possible by awarding me a federal 
fellowship that covered my expenses.  
The day after receiving my M.Ed. in August

1971, I moved to Virginia, where I taught 
special education for five years. Congress got
serious in 1976 about ensuring the availability
of a free appropriate public education to 
all children with disabilities and enacted 
P.L. 94-142, the Education for All
Handicapped Children Act. I was selected for 
a job with the U.S. Department of Education,
Office of Special Education Programs, that
year and retired in 2010 from a long, 
successful career advocating for and 
implementing the Individuals with Disabilities
Education Act (IDEA). Since 1987, I had
administered nationwide the Preschool Grants
Program under Section 619 of the IDEA. My
life’s work would not have been possible 
without the sound educational background 

ON LINE
Visit 

www.iup.edu/giveagift 

BY PHONE
Call the Office of Annual 
Giving at 724-357-5555.

BY MAIL
Make checks payable to the
Foundation for IUP. Use the

envelope inserted in this
magazine or send your gift to

Foundation for IUP,
1011 South Drive,

G-1 Sutton Hall,
Indiana PA  15705.

Make a Difference
for IUP’s Students and Faculty by Making a Gift Now!
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• BACK FROM SPACE: Apollo 13 commander James Lovell spoke at IUP in
November as part of the First Commonwealth Endowed Lecture Series. His 1970
space mission bordered on tragedy and etched itself into the public consciousness.
It was Lovell, played by Tom Hanks in the 1995 film named for the mission, who
reported, “Houston, we have a problem.” In Fisher Auditorium, he asked, “What’s
the moral of the story?” The answer, he said, was “I shouldn’t be here to talk with
you. I’m here because of a dedicated group of people in that control center. 
[They turned] almost certain catastrophe into a successful recovery.”
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I
f he could, Luis Gonzalez would

acquire more space for Stapleton and

Stabley libraries, the connected main

structure of the IUP Libraries system.

But, space isn’t his only concern.

Expanding services is key to meeting the

needs of students, faculty members, and

the Indiana community.

“Libraries are changing,” Gonzalez

said, referring to the standard impression

of dusty repositories that house books

and periodicals for borrowing. “Libraries

aren’t that anymore. They are places

where people come to collaborate.

They’re no longer just places where 

people are shushed to keep noise low

because other people are studying. 

Actually, they’re both. We need space 

for people to collaborate, and we need

space for people to contemplate.”

DON’TSAY
‘SHUSH!’
Like its counterparts everywhere, IUP’s libraries
system is evolving, and its new dean aspires to
see its sites become places of contemplation 
and collaboration.

BY REGAN HOUSER 
Photography by Keith Boyer
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LIBRARIES ARE PLACES
WHERE PEOPLE COME TO

COLLABORATE.
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He used the addition of a coffee shop in
recent years as evidence of how libraries are
changing. 
“Ten or fifteen years ago, would you have

seen people eating and drinking in a
library? Never!” he said. “I would have
chased those people out. But, that’s not how
today’s students work. They need a place
where they can bring their stuff and com-
plete all their work—whether they are doing
their homework or studying for finals. We
want to make it as welcoming and as com-
fortable as possible.” 
Gonzalez, who joined IUP as the dean of

IUP Libraries last fall, feels that the opera-

tion he inherited, which includes the music
library in Cogswell Hall and the libraries at
the regional campuses, is in good shape. He
does, however, see room for needed change.
He came to IUP from Hunter College,
which is part of the City University of New
York, and, before that, New York Univer-

sity’s library system. Reconfiguration and
aiming higher in certain areas are on his
mind, and those things require funding. 
“Technology is becoming more and more

visual,” he said. “Assignments are becoming
less about writing papers and more about
making presentations.”
He envisions Stapleton Library’s first

floor as an information commons, a service
center where students and faculty members
can access all the tools and assistance they
need to learn, to produce, and to practice
their scholarship. He would like to see his
operation become a satellite location for
other university operations that provide
academic support services, so that students
may access them during the evening and in
the same location where they are working
on class projects, writing papers, and com-
pleting assignments. He would like to enter-
tain more services for faculty members, par-
ticularly those who develop online class
offerings. 
Gonzalez noted that development of

online classes presents a different set of
challenges for faculty members. Best prac-
tice requires that each online class website
have a custom library presence for students
who cannot come through Stapleton
Library’s doors because they are located far
from campus.
“And, I see a need for more classroom

space,” he said, noting that the space in
question would accommodate additional
formal instruction by library faculty mem-
bers.
This need has been accelerated by the

explosion of information technology. The
Stapleton and Stabley complex currently
has five classrooms, but Gonzalez believes
two more are in order—each equipped with
workstations and interactive white boards.
The commons and more classrooms

would allow for self-instruction, individual
instruction, and traditional classroom
instruction—all of which Gonzalez believes
are necessary.  
“We need to train people on how to man-

age the explosion of information—how to
define the need and to find the most appro-
priate information for the search,” he said.
“Students need to know how to discern
good information from bad information.
The Millennial Generation is technology
literate, but its members are not informa-
tion literate.” 

WHAT DOES A LIBRARY COST?

IUP Libraries Dean Luis Gonzalez 
provided the following estimates to
illustrate what operating a modern

library costs. Garnering support for the libraries
system is the key to its progress.
“Gifts of any size are helpful. While our

needs are great, we are able to make 
incredible use of smaller gifts, because they
can translate into single items, such as books
and small-scale equipment,” Gonzalez said. 
Readers interested in assisting IUP Libraries

are urged to contact Emily Davis Smeltz ’01,
M’02 at 724-357-5555 or to visit
www.iup.edu/giveagift.
ACQUISITIONS: IUP currently is able to

spend roughly $1.75 million annually on 
acquisitions, which are defined as books, 
periodicals subscriptions, monographs,
database licensing and renewals, etc. He
believes a university of IUP’s size—roughly
15,000 students—should spend $2.25 million
annually. Periodicals and database subscription
costs rise 5 to 10 percent each year, Databases
cost approximately $1 million a year. Currently,
the university spends about $750,000 on
books, monographs, periodicals, and serials. 
Gonzalez also envisions more leisure-reading

materials. When he arrived, he was glad to
discover an endowed fund established by the
estate of the late Mary Jane McMurray Schafer
’31 that supports the purchase of new releases
found on best sellers lists—fiction and nonfiction
—for patrons to enjoy.               ‰

DEAN LUIS GONZALEZ

Readers interested in

assisting IUP Libraries

are urged to contact

Emily Davis Smeltz 

’01, M’02 at 

724-357-5555 or to visit

www.iup.edu/giveagift
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TECHNOLOGY: Today’s students are required to access the Internet and
other online resources, which requires tools and, for many students, training on
how to use the tools. Were Gonzalez to get his wish for additional classrooms,
which would allow him to expand his operation’s services, one classroom would
require an initial investment of $17,000 for computers—accommodating  fifteen
students—and an interactive whiteboard, which costs roughly $8,000. He said
the computers would need to be replaced—because of upgrades and wear and
tear—every two to three years.
INFORMATION COMMONS: To create the information commons Gonzalez

hopes to achieve, he estimates a need of between $3 million and $5 million.
Twenty-five percent or more of that would be required to purchase traditional
computers and alternative workstations for multimedia projects, appropriate
software for multimedia projects, reproduction and duplication equipment, and
furniture. The balance of the need would fund architectural design and physical 
renovation of the first floor of Stapleton to create a service center atmosphere
and personnel to staff it.
“A million dollars today doesn’t go as far as it used to,” he quipped. 
SPECIAL COLLECTIONS: This special area of the library, which doubles as

a treasure chest of rare pieces and archives, has no state-funded budget.
Rather, it relies on the generosity of the private sector to fund its acquisitions,
which often provide historical insight to the university community or become
focal points for engaging discussion. For example, the Special Collections area
used private funding to purchase first-edition works of Jules Verne. This area
also holds all the official papers of the R&P Coal Company, including mine
maps, which are used for modern-day safety and rescue as well as for historical
research. Special Collections would benefit from the donation of rare or 
historical items or monetary gifts to acquire them. 

5 Benefitting those people and 
places you care about

5 Making a positive difference

5 Leaving a recognizable mark 

Consider a charitable trust or gift annuity, a gift in your will, or a major
gift paid for over time. Your planned gift that benefits the Foundation for
IUP will ensure the value of your legacy. For information about planned
and major gift opportunities, call Terry Carter at 724-357-5661 or go to
www.iup.edu, select Support IUP, and then select Planned Giving.

5 Teaching an important skill that 
can be passed along to others

5 Funding a project 

5 Sharing your wisdom

5 Providing seed money to 
move an idea to reality

What Is the

Value of a Legacy?

• TODAY’S LIBRARIES offer patrons space 
for collaboration, since class assignments 
now tend to require presentation in addition to
reading and writing. Gonzalez hopes to provide
IUP students and faculty members more space
for collaboration and discussion in the future.
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IN THE SUMMER 2010 EDITION
of IUP Magazine, readers learned of the 
funding shortfall IUP and its sister 
institutions in Pennsylvania face. In truth,
public universities across the nation have
found themselves in the very same situation. 
Like it or not, we at IUP, just like all other

public institutions, are forced to have 
conversations about cuts, and we are forced
to make considerations about making up for
shortfalls. One way we make them up is
through increased fundraising. An article in
the January 15, 2011, edition of the New York
Times, which included interviews with
administrators from numerous public 
universities, described the shared situation 
in which we find ourselves:
When the State University of New York at

Geneseo surveyed its alumni three years ago
as part of a plan to increase fund-raising, the
initial response was heartening. Former students
described their time there with words like “love”
and “the best four years.” Then came what one
administrator, Michael J. Catillaz, called 
“the cold shower.” Asked if they would donate,
almost all said they thought the university was
financed entirely by the state. The state’s 
contribution was actually 25 percent, and it 

has been dropping ever since.
“Inviting alumni in large numbers to actively

support the college is a foreign notion,” said 
Mr. Catillaz, the vice president for college
advancement. 
Fortunately, IUP’s alumni and friends are

not unaccustomed to being asked to help us
financially, and many respond positively.
Still, you might wonder what we do with
your financial support when we receive it. 
Because we do not receive budget funds

that support such activity, we currently are
seeking gifts that will fund scholarship 
activity—in the form of renewable 
scholarship dollars to assist with tuition for
upperclassmen or to help fund extra 
experiences, such as the cost of attending
scholarly conferences or defraying the cost of
internships. Likewise, the previous article
explains how we would like to see our
libraries system’s largest complex evolve—an
effort that would take extra funding—now
that the structure itself recently was repaired
and refurbished. Funds designated by the
state solely for that purpose paid for the
library’s repairs and enhancements. We also
are most interested in replenishing our
Dean’s Innovation Funds, which allow our

colleges to use gifts in the way they feel is
most prudent. In some cases, dean’s funds
are used for equipment; in others, the fund-
ing provides for faculty research and 
scholarship activities.
The point, of course, is that we try to 

use gifts in ways that the shrinking state 
allocation cannot be used. 
If making a difference in the lives of our

students and your university is important 
to you, one venue to give in a modest yet
meaningful way is through our Annual
Fund. Larger gifts usually require more 
planning on your part, and so planned giv-
ing is another viable option for many people.
If you want to make a commitment today
but need to defer your gift for a different
time in your life—or upon your death—
there are many options that you may choose
that can help to ensure the university’s 
financial stability in the future and at the
same time assist you with certain tax 
situations. 
Regardless of your method, your choice to

help IUP works to strengthen the very degree
you earned here. The more our students and
programs continue to succeed, the more our
good reputation is solidified. 

WHAT DOWE DO
WITH IT?
By Terry Carter |  Vice President for University Relations
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APPRECIATION OF SUPPORT

The following donors have named
various facilities and rooms in 
the Kovalchick Convention and
Athletic Complex. More than 330
people and organizations have
contributed financially to the 
creation of this community
resource, and each gift helped to
make the complex a reality. 

Opportunities still exist to name
rooms and sections of the
Kovalchick Complex. For more
information, contact Terry Carter,
vice president for University Relations
at IUP, at 724-357-5661.

• Bentley Development Co., Inc.

• Edward Bratton and Joan Bratton

• Gary Buterbaugh ’67

• M. Dorcas Clark

• Sandra Hoover Diefenderfer ’67  
and William Diefenderfer, III 

• Michael Donnelly and 
Linda Donnelly

• John Eck and Dorothy Eck

• EME Homer City Generating 
Station, an Edison International 
Company

• First Commonwealth Financial 
Corporation

• Stephen Glass ’39 and 
Catherine Lentz Glass ’42

• Eric Gottfredson and 
Stacie Gottfredson

• Terry Griffith ’74, Donna McCrea 
Griffith ’74, M’77, and 
Sean Griffith ’01

• Grube Partners

• Amy Beth Buterbaugh Halsey ’78 

• The Hardy Family Trust

• Thomas Harley and 
Patrice Harley

• Harrisburg Area IUP Alumni 

• Bonnie Houser

• Chad Hurley ’99

• Indiana First Bank

• IUP Alumni Association

• IUP Ambassadors

• Frank Kinter, Jr., and 
Hastie Kinter

• Judith Geyer Kovalchick ’65,   
M’69 and Joseph Kovalchick

• Martha Mack Lewis Foundation

• Edward Mackey and 
Cecelia Mackey

• Kimberly Guthrie McCarl ’83 
and Shawn McCarl 

• Phi Sigma Kappa Fraternity, 
Theta Pentaton Chapter

• T. W. Phillips Gas and Oil Co.    

• PNC Foundation

• John Polesky ’49 

• Rodney Ruddock ’65, M’75 
and Ellen Sylves Ruddock ’66 

• S&T Bank 

• Sheetz Incorporated

• Candice Cedarland Spadafora ’68 
and William Spadafora

• Cecil Spadafora, Jr., and 
Mary Anne Spadafora

• Charles Spadafora and 
Linda Spadafora

• Jo-Una Spadafora

• William Stefan Family

• Andrew W. Stephenson ’72 

• Harry Young and the 
late Elsie Young

WAYNEAVENUE’S
MAKEOVER

The Kovalchick Convention and Athletic Complex opened, on schedule,

in early March. Details of the project are described in Message from the

President on the inside front cover of this issue. More information about

the complex—including facility specifications and how to book it for

events—is available at www.kovalchickcomplex.com.

PHOTOGRAPHY BY KEITH BOYER
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• TWO VIEWS OF THE KOVALCHICK COMPLEX AREA FROM INDIANA REGIONAL MEDICAL CENTER—one taken in 2004 and the other several weeks before the 
complex opened. The tip of the peaked roof on Eberly’s Alumni Auditorium is visible just behind the roof the complex.

• THE ED FRY ARENA in the Kovalchick Complex, several 
weeks before the facility opened.

• WHAT ONCE HAD BEEN WINKY’S (“HOME OF
THE BIG WINK”) disappeared forever, to be replaced
by the parking lots of the Kovalchick Complex. 
One scene is from 2007 and the other from a month
or so before the complex opened in early March.
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W hen Terry Serafini graduated from Indiana State College in 1961, the 
current site of the Eberly College of Business building was only a few
decades removed from its former life as a glass factory. Along College

Avenue (now called Pratt Drive) below Maple Street, the only property the college
even owned was given over to athletic fields.
Today—and even more so in the years to come—Pratt Drive is IUP’s spine, a

major traffic artery that connects the northern fringes of the campus to the
Kovalchick Complex on the south. And Eberly, out of the way when it opened in
1996, is now in the thick of things.
Serafini has made a million-dollar gift to the Eberly College of Business and

Information Technology and the College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics.
Half his gift will be used to renovate and name the Serafini Atrium in Eberly. The
renovation will have the effect of connecting this busy gathering place with the
activity on Pratt Drive, providing a covered terrace, expanded seating, a terrace
wall, and a cold-weather enclosure.
According to Eberly’s dean, Robert Camp, “The Eberly atrium is one of the most

highly trafficked areas on campus, and funds for this renovation will help to create
a space that showcases the college and our university.”
The remainder of the gift will establish the Serafini Outstanding Scholars 

Program for students in Eberly and in the mathematics education program of the
College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics. As an undergraduate, Serafini was 
a math major, Student Council president, and vice president of his fraternity, 
Sigma Tau Gamma.
“Mr. Serafini’s gift will significantly impact the opportunities offered to 

deserving and talented students,” said Terry Carter, the university’s vice president
for University Relations.
After college, Serafini served in the Army, worked for IBM, and in 1970 became 

a co-owner of Computerpeople, Inc., which grew to include more than 1,300 
computer professionals in offices from Pittsburgh to Portland, Ore. He also was 
a cofounder of Compucom, Inc., and served on its board.

EXPANDING
HORIZONS
PHOTOGRAPHY BY BARRY REEGER

$1,000,000 gift

$500,000 $250,000 $250,000 

Atrium Renovation,
Eberly College 
of Business and 
Information 
Technology

Outstanding
Scholars 
Program,

Eberly College
of Business
and Informa-

tion Technology

Outstanding
Scholars 
Program,
College of 
Natural 

Sciences and
Mathematics

      h
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Initially, I had mixed emotions. I had so
many civilian commitments, and I would
essentially have to “hit Pause” on those for
twenty-six weeks. I had been teaching 
journalism and public relations at IUP 
for only three years, so I hadn’t yet earned
tenure. I had been elected a township 
supervisor in Brush Valley in November
2009, and I had only one meeting under my
belt. I am a single mother, so my twenty-
year-young son, Derek, would be left to take
care of the house and my affairs. 
On the other hand, I would be deployed

from April to October, so the bulk of my
deployment fell in the summer; I wouldn’t
be missing much teaching at IUP during
that time. I would miss six monthly township
meetings, but there were two other 
supervisors able to conduct business 
without me. And, finally, it was about time
to cut that umbilical cord with Derek anyway.
I had recently begun to be a helicopter/Velcro
parent, since he had decided to follow in 
my footsteps by joining the military 
himself—Derek’s a medic in the 171st

Counting Vitamins,  

ARW—and he’s enrolled at IUP (I’m a 1993
alumna of the Journalism Department).
I had served more than half my life in the

military, and my deployments to date had
taken me to at least a dozen countries and
to more than half of the United States, but
for only two to ten weeks at a time. I
believed it was my turn to do a significant
tour of duty in combat. I had a close call in
1990. When Derek was six months old, I
was assigned to serve as a public affairs 
specialist in the Middle East during Desert
Storm. A friend of mine who was then 

single and childless stepped forward and
volunteered in my place, so I didn’t have to
go. It was my turn to do that for someone
else, now that my son was grown.
In mid-January, the fun began. I had so

much to accomplish before I left. I would
have to re-qualify on both the M-16 (rifle)
and the M-9 (pistol). I would have to get a
physical and dental exam and make sure my
shots were up to date; this included anthrax
and smallpox vaccines. I would have to
write my will and establish a power of 
attorney. I would have to study the Afghan
culture and take counterinsurgency, 
counterterrorism, and combat first-aid
training. The list seemed endless, and I had
only two-and-a-half months to accomplish
it all—while I was teaching four courses
during the Spring 2010 semester. 
In February, it was time to take a break

from the madness and celebrate Derek’s
twentieth birthday. I wanted to “go big” and 
make it really special. We got tickets to the
Olympics and flew to Vancouver for the
weekend to attend the preliminary-round
ice hockey contest between the U.S. and Canada.
The U.S. won, so it was totally worth it.
In March, while most IUP faculty 

members and students were on spring
break, I was in “New Jersey-Stan” 
participating in a grueling, two-week, 
combat skills course. There, I learned to
army crawl in the snow in full battle rattle;
to spot roadside, improvised explosive
devices; to drive a Humvee and respond to
(simulated but realistic) attacks in a convoy;
to move tactically as part of a five-man
team, kicking in doors and assuming 
tactical positions (with paintball guns—I
got shot in the bicep); to navigate through
the wilderness, shooting azimuths; to escape
from an overturned Humvee; and to acquire
various other survival skills that most 
forty-one-year-old females would do 
anything to avoid or at least would ask, 
“You want me to do WHAT?!”

There’s nothing like a six-month deployment to a combat zone to zap things into perspective.

A
fter I had served twenty-three years 

with the 171st Air Refueling Wing of the

Pennsylvania Air National Guard as a

reservist, my true call of duty finally came. In

January 2010, I was given the task of serving 179

days at Bagram Airfield, Afghanistan, as the

Equal Opportunity/Sexual Assault Prevention

and Response program manager for Regional

Command East.
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 Counting Sundays
By Michele Papakie |  PHOTOGRAPHY BY KEITH BOYER

• TODAY, Papakie’s back in Davis Hall.
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When I returned from New Jersey, I tried
desperately to spend time with family and
friends. My students and colleagues hosted a
“Come Back Soon” party for me in our
department. They had all pitched in to buy
me a Kindle, two hundred dollars-worth of
downloads, a cake that looked like the Cake
Boss baked it (“Michele, Our Hero” was
written on it), and they roasted me. It was
hilarious. I cried both happy and sad tears
all day. 
I hosted Easter at my house so I could

spend my final days with my family before
deployment. We had unseasonably warm
weather and partied at Brush Valley Park. It
was fantastic. But, before I knew it, it was
April 5, and it was time to leave. 
It took me six days to get there. I flew

from Pittsburgh to El Paso, to Dallas, to
Germany, to Kuwait, to Afghanistan. I will
never forget climbing out the back of the C-
17 with all my gear and my M-16 in hand.
The reality of the situation finally struck me
in the face, as did the dust and the heat on
the flight line.
During my deployment, as a victim advo-

cate/program manager, I handled twenty
sexual assault cases and countless equal-
opportunity issues. One of our sexual
assault victims attempted suicide. I spent
hours waiting out attacks in bunkers and
buildings. I survived an earthquake. It was
an oppressive hundred degrees or more
almost every day. During my trips to our
airfield’s hospital, I saw our casualties of war
and wounded Afghan men, women, and
children. Regardless of what you think
about the politics of this war, the bottom
line is that it’s ultimately about people, and I
was proud to be part of the effort. 

Overall, my job was depressing and stress-
ful. I needed to find ways to relax in a com-
bat zone. I read seventeen books on my Kin-
dle. I went to the gym regularly, and
although I’m not a runner, I set a goal of
running a 5K. By the end of my
deployment, I had run four 5Ks. I kept in
touch with my students, family, and friends
via Facebook and Skype. I often wondered
how my father survived Vietnam and my
grandfather survived World War II without
being in touch regularly with their support
systems. 
My department chairman, Randy Jesick,

invited me to give the
department’s
commencement address,
so I taped one and
mailed it home. I was so
honored to do that. We
had about thirty
students graduating in
May, and it was breaking
my heart that I couldn’t
be there with them and
their families on such a
special day. Ultimately, I
was there—sort of. My
commencement address
is on YouTube.
I counted down the

days to my homecoming
with vitamins and Sun-
days. I counted out 179
multivitamins and took
one a day. It was exciting to see that jar
finally empty! I also reconnected spiritually.
I attended church every Sunday, for twenty-
six weeks, and I volunteered as a Eucharistic
minister, lector, and altar server. One week, I
was sent to Kabul by helicopter to handle an
equal-opportunity issue, and I got to stay in
General David Petraeus’s suite for five days.
(That was a very nice break from the Conex
shipping container in which I resided with a
roommate at Bagram.) During that week in
Kabul, I attended church and served as a
Eucharistic minister there as well. On a visit
to the U.S. Embassy, I met newly elected
Congressman Mark Critz ’87, a fellow
elected official from Pennsylvania, repre-
senting the Twelfth Congressional District.
About halfway through my deployment, I

decided I still needed something productive
to do to pass the time. I applied to teach for
the University of Maryland’s University Col-

lege. They have satellite “campuses” all over
the world. I taught an eight-week, public
speaking course and a one-week, résumé-
writing course. I was finally in my comfort
zone. I had fourteen students in my public
speaking course and thirteen in my résumé-
writing course. 
We met in a makeshift classroom built of

plywood on the flight line. It was loud, hot,
and dimly lit, and mice visited frequently. It
was understood that when jets took off, and
we couldn’t hear ourselves think, the pre-
senter would just pause as though nothing
had happened and continue when the noise

subsided. If we were under
attack, the plan was to grab
our gear, head to a bunker,
and return to the
classroom when we
received the “all clear.”
That happened only once.
Finally, my deployment

came to a close, and it was
time to go home. I was out
of vitamins and out of
Sundays. Ironically, this
coincided with IUP’s
Homecoming Weekend. It
took me five days to get
home. I flew from Bagram
to Bulgaria, to Kyrgyzstan,
to Baltimore. I had to
spend the night in Balti-
more, and I was so
tempted just to rent a car

and drive home to Pittsburgh. Instead, I
spent the evening eating crab cakes, compli-
ments of room service, soaking in a hot,
bubbly bath, and watching an NCIS
marathon on television. I needed some
down time before my friends and family
would accost me at my gate at the
Pittsburgh International Airport. 
As I headed back to the classroom at IUP

for the Spring 2011 semester after my life-
changing adventure, I realized that not even
a noisy heater in a classroom, the 103 steps
to the fourth floor of Davis Hall, digging my
car out of a snowy parking lot, or grading a
thousand papers (without being shot at) are
really any big deal. Plus, I had plenty of new
stories to share with my students.

Michele Papakie ’93 is an associate professor
at IUP and a lieutenant colonel in the 
Pennsylvania Air National Guard.

ONE WEEK, I WAS

SENT TO KABUL BY

HELICOPTER TO

HANDLE AN EQUAL-

OPPORTUNITY ISSUE,

AND I GOT TO STAY IN

GENERAL DAVID

PETRAEUS’S SUITE FOR

FIVE DAYS. 

• ON DEPLOYMENT, Papakie at
the wheel of an M-ATV
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D
eveloped by the Ann Arbor, Mich., firm of JJR, LLC, it 

calls for three phases of activity: current to five years; 

six to eleven years; and eleven to twenty years.

The first phase, through 2015, would include two new buildings: 

one for the College of Humanities and Social Sciences and one for the

College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics.  The Humanities 

building would be built next to Grant Street, overspreading South

Drive and part of the lawn between Clark and Sutton halls. Once it 

was finished, Keith and Leonard halls would be demolished.

In the space formerly occupied by Keith and Leonard, the new 

science building would be constructed. Funding for both 

construction projects would come from the commonwealth’s 

capital projects budget. 

According to David Werner, IUP’s interim president, “The 

university’s core academic mission is the focus of this plan. One of its

strengths is the incorporation of a financial plan for implementation,

which means that no project will be started until the funds 

are available.”

Several projects proposed in the three phases would be funded by

sources outside the university budget. “While we face challenging 

budget times,” Werner said, “plans still need to be made for this 

university’s growth and future, so that IUP can be ready, when funds

become available, to move forward to serve our academic mission.”

An executive summary of the plan is accessible through the webpage

of the IUP Division of Administration and Finance at

www.iup.edu/adminfinance.

In the Long Run
IUP’s Council of Trustees approved 
a twenty-year facilities master plan 
in December. 
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A new building for the College of Humanities and Social Sciences would use part of the space between Clark and Sutton halls, 
adjacent to the library. Nearby South Drive would be closed.
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IN A PARTING GESTURE as he retired

after a quarter-century at IUP, Art

Department professor and sculptor

James Nestor put on a critically

acclaimed exhibit last fall in the

College of Fine Arts’ Kipp Gallery.

Many of the pieces in Elapsed:

Works from 1970–2010 showed

what Mary Thomas in the

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette calls “his

signature style—spare, sometimes

post-apocalyptic.” During his 

college days at Kent State, Nestor

had been part of a blues band, but

after the shootings there in 1970,

the members dispersed. It wasn’t

until decades later that he took up

the saxophone again, and now,

Thomas writes, “It’s an essential

part of performance works that

feature the artist, concealed under

layers of plastic or cloth, and the

sounds of a saxophone.” Six videos

of performances from this decade

played in the gallery during 

the exhibit.

A PROFESSOR AND DOCTORAL PROGRAM

coordinator in the Department of

Nursing and Allied Health Professions,

Teresa Shellenbarger was elected

last fall governor-at-large of the

National League for Nursing. The

league includes more than thirty

thousand nurse educators and

community members and 1,200

education and health care agencies.

MUSIC DEPARTMENT faculty member

John Kuehn won a nationwide

music education essay contest and

plans to use his $2,000 prize

money toward establishing a wind

band program in India in Fall 2012.

When Kuehn visited three years ago,

a school principal in the southern

Indian state of Kerala proposed the

idea. “To establish a program like

this in a country without a school

band tradition is an enormous

undertaking,” Kuehn said. The

prize money from SmartMusic and

other donations have given Kuehn

a start toward his goal. 

DEPARTMENT OFTHEATER and

Dance faculty member Joan

Van Dyke was honored last

fall as University Dance

Teacher of the Year by the

Pennsylvania State Association

for Health, Physical Education,

Recreation, and Dance. She

also received the association’s

Professional of the Year award

in 2006 and 2009.

WHAT DO IUP ANTHROPOLOGY

professor Larry Kruckman,

actress Brooke Shields, and a 

former New Jersey governor have

in common? They’ve all received

the Dr. Robert Logan and Mary

Ellen Logan Awareness Award

from Postpartum Support 

International. Kruckman has been

instrumental in the creation and

success of the PSI website, has

served as the association’s acting

president, and was a board 

member for eight years. His 2000

research article “Reinventing

Fatherhood” was one of the first

large studies on the role of fathers

in the postpartum period.

NEWYORK TIMES writer Charles

McGrath interviewed IUP Sociology

professor Robert Heasley for the

January 9 Education Life supplement.

The topic was the difference between

the thirty-year-old discipline of

mentors

men’s studies and a newcomer

discipline called male studies. As

president of the American Men’s

Studies Association, Heasley said

the new movement was “inventing

something that I think already

exists.” Men’s studies relies mostly

on a sociological perspective,

according to the article, and maintains

“that masculinity is essentially a

cultural construct and that gender

differences in general are fluid and 

variable.” Male studies adherents

believe, McGrath writes, “that male

behavior is in large part biologically

determined. Men think and act

differently from how women think

and act because that’s how 

evolution shaped them.”

INCREASING UNDERSTANDING of 

Finland and the Finnish-American

connection is the goal of Finlandia

Foundation National, and IUP

music librarian and professor Carl

Rahkonen has been selected as

the foundation’s 2011 Lecturer of

the Year to further that goal. He will

travel the U.S., speaking on the

topic “The Finnish-American 

Musical Journey: From Rune

Singing to the Rockland Opera.”

BOOKS

• William Betts taught English at

IUP for thirty-six years before his

retirement in 1991 and has since

written a number of books. The

latest is The Hatchet and the Plow:

The Life and Times of Chief 

Cornplanter. According to a story

in the Indiana Gazette by Randy

Wells ’84, “Betts holds Cornplanter—

who was born about 1750 in New

York State and was the son of a

Seneca woman and a Dutch trader

father—in high esteem for several

reasons. ‘First of all, he lived a long

life’ to age 84, Betts said. ‘Second,

he was into everything. After the

(American) Revolution, he was

involved in treaty discussions with

the Pennsylvania and national gov-

ernments and with private people.’”

Cornplanter’s grave was moved to

higher ground in the mid-sixties,

when the Kinzua Dam flooded the

Cornplanter tract that had been

deeded in 1796. Pennsylvania erected

in his honor a marble marker, shown

on the cover of Betts’s book. Published

by iUniverse, the book is available

at the Book Nook in Indiana and

through Amazon.com and the Barnes

and Noble website and stores.

• PENNSYLVANIA AUDITOR
GENERAL JACK WAGNER ’74
was keynote speaker at December’s
Commencement ceremony in Fisher
Auditorium for those receiving 
master’s degrees and doctorates.
University Professor Ben Rafoth 
delivered remarks at the 
undergraduate ceremony in 
Memorial Field House.

By Karen Gresh
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• JAMES DEARING had taught
in the IUP Music Department
for more than a quarter-
century when he died
November 26, 2010. More
than 125 current and past
students honored his memory
in a January choral concert,
overflowing the stage of
Gorell Recital Hall. On the
same day, the James C. 
Dearing Ensemble Library
was dedicated in 
Cogswell Hall.

• FERNAND FISEL, a Holocaust
survivor who taught French 
at IUP from 1964 to 1991 
and was a founder of the
university’s Critical Language 
Program, died November 3,
2010.

• THOMAS GAULT, who 
was instrumental in 
developing the IUP Depart-
ment of Geography and
Regional Planning and who
served as department chair
for twenty years during his
tenure from 1956 to 1979,
died December 10, 2010.

• VICTOR LISCINSKY, who
taught sports medicine and
served as head athletic trainer
at IUP from 1970 until 1999,
died January 4, 2011.

• BERNARDMOREAU, who
graduated from ISC in 1960
and taught at IUP from 1967
to 1996, also serving as a
department head and interim
dean of the Eberly School of
Business and Information
Technology, died October 
14, 2010.

• LUDO OP DE BEECK, a 
professor of French, German,
and French Literature at IUP
from 1964 to 2003, died
October 12, 2010.

• ROBERT SEELHORST, who
graduated from ISTC in 1950
and taught in the IUP Art
Department from 1955 to
1985, died January 8, 2011.

• EDWIN SMITH, a faculty
member in the Mathematics
Department from 1969 to
1983, died October 6, 2010.

IN RECENT
MONTHS, 
A NUMBER OF
LONG- 
TIME IUP
FACULTY
MEMBERS
DIED.

• IUP Geography professor Kevin Patrick

is a contributor to An Uncommon 

Passage: Traveling Through History on

the Great Allegheny Passage Trail. 

Published by the University of Pittsburgh

Press and edited by Edward Muller, the

book includes chapters on the Western

Pennsylvania multipurpose trail’s geology,

flora, and fauna, in addition to the community

effort that made it a reality. Patrick’s 

chapter focuses on “The Spirit of the 

Passage: Where Past and Future Meet.”

Writing in the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette,

Larry Walsh said the book “should be a

must-read for anyone biking or hiking along

any section of the Great Allegheny Passage.”

• IUP Libraries Special Collections

archivist Harrison Wick has now 

published three books on Luzerne

County, Pa., history. Available through

Arcadia Publishing and Amazon.com,

they include the newest, Luzerne County,

as well as Pennsylvania’s Back Mountain

and Greater Wyoming Valley Trolleys.

Wick told Citizens Voice writer Elizabeth

Skrapits he was born in Seattle and grew

up in northeast Maryland. He is, he said,

from “a little of everywhere.”

• A JANUARY CHORAL CONCERT by alumni in Gorell Recital

Hall honored James Dearing’s memory.
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achievements 

In Harrisburg

• Samuel Smith, a member of the IUP 

Council of Trustees for the past decade, was

elected speaker of the Pennsylvania House 

of Representatives. Since 1987, he has 

represented the 66th District, which 

encompasses all of Jefferson County and parts

of Armstrong and Indiana counties.

• Dave Reed ’00 was elected Policy Committee

chair of the Pennsylvania House. Since 2003,

he has represented the 62nd District, which

includes part of Indiana County, and he is an

alumnus of the Robert E. Cook Honors College.

• Glenn Cannon ’71 was appointed by 

Governor Tom Corbett to lead the Pennsylvania 

Emergency Management Agency. He is

responsible for coordinating resources to help

the state and its communities recover from

natural and manmade disasters.

Young Alumni Achievement Awards

The IUP Alumni Association annually recognizes

a recent outstanding graduate of each 

undergraduate college. The 2010 recipients:

Eberly College of Business and Information

Technology—Mark Selinger ’07, business

systems analyst, Pitt Ohio Express

College of Education and Educational 

Technology—Épryl White King ’01, elementary

education teacher, Gateway School District

College of Fine Arts—Shannon Kitelinger ’00,

director of Bands and professor of Music, San

Diego State University

College of Health and Human Services—

Douglas Bolster ’95, senior research scientist

in Global Clinical Sciences, Nestlé HealthCare

Nutrition

College of Humanities and Social

Sciences—Howie Fitzgerald ’97, director of

Development, College of Liberal Arts, 

California State University at Long Beach

College of Natural Sciences and 

Mathematics—Abid Ali Fakhri ’03, fellow 

in Cardiovascular Disease, Allegheny 

General Hospital

Accolade

IUP’s Eberly College of Business and 

Information Technology was included, for the

seventh consecutive year, in the Princeton Review’s

Best 300 Business Schools, 2011 edition.
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• YOUNG ALUMNI ACHIEVEMENT AWARD WINNER Mark Selinger ’07, left, makes a point with

Elizabeth Judge and Matthew Swackhammer, both student members of the IUP Ambassadors.



 

Photos Courtesy of Natalie Glass

Run to Glory

S
anders coached one of the
finest mile relay teams of its
class in the land, a fact that
would be evident if only he
could deliver his athletes to
the prestigious Penn Relays.
But barely twenty-five miles

into the journey to Philadelphia, their
vehicle got stuck in the mud.
“The car just refused to move,” noted

an account in the Instano, the Indiana
State Normal School yearbook. 
“Persuasion was necessary. A little 
additional horse power was needed.”
With Sanders frantic—he was “loosening

the seams of his raincoat by profuse 
perspiration,” according to the Instano—

the school’s fleet foursome quickly
rode to the rescue, for once calling on
muscle rather than speed. Norman
King, Clair Borland, Walter Patterson,
and John Alexick exited the vehicle,
leaned against the back end, pushed 
in unison and, while “dodging small,
adherent portions of terra firma” 
and muddying their shoes, extricated
the car.
The ISNS contingent ultimately

found that crossing the state of Penn-
sylvania in that era before interstates
proved a greater challenge than domi-
nating on the track at historic Franklin
Field. The team members won their
event in spectacular fashion a day later,

shattering the national Normal School
record with a time of three minutes,
thirty-seven seconds.
“Seldom has an educational 

institution been represented at the 
Penn Relays classic by a relay team equal
to the one that represented Indiana in
the 1925 games,” the Indiana Evening
Gazette noted in its coverage of the race.
The spoils of victory included gold

watches for each runner and a massive
Franklin Medal—actually a bronze
medallion affixed to a walnut back 
measuring twenty-five inches in 
diameter—for the school’s trophy case.
The medal, awarded to all relay
winners, depicts University of 

EVERETT SANDERS, HIS FINGERS WRAPPED AROUND

THE STEERING WHEEL, SQUEEZING HARD, WAS IN FULL

PANIC MODE THAT APRIL MORNING IN

1925.

BY BOB FULTON
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Pennsylvania founder Benjamin
Franklin greeting four athletes, 
representing a relay team. A lightning
bolt in the design symbolizes Franklin’s
work in the study of electricity.
The ISNS quartet was likely 

astonished to win a coveted Franklin
Medal, for all the signs seemed to 
portend disaster, not triumph. First, the
team’s departure was delayed twenty
minutes while the runners conducted a
desperate search for safety pins, utilized
to attach their numbers to their
uniforms. They fell further behind
schedule due to their messy encounter
with the mud. And the daylong journey
across the state—via Ebensburg, Hunt-
ingdon, Harrisburg, and Lancaster—left
them little time to work out in West
Chester before darkness fell. Their 
confidence was surely shaken during
that twilight practice session when,
according to the Instano, they “gave a
splendid lesson in dropping the baton.”
The team’s hopes seemed to fade 

further in the moments before the race
when Patterson’s head began to throb.
“I recall my father telling me that he

had an incredible headache that day,”
says Robert Patterson, who resides in

Alpine, Texas. “He inherited these
headaches from his mother, who would go
to bed with them. Just before the race, he
came down with this tremendous
migraine, and the doctor did not want
him to run. But he finally convinced the
doctor that it was all right for him to run,
and he did, and they won.”
King, whose best sport was football—

he was selected to the school’s all-time
team in 1960 as a halfback—set the tone

by providing what Sanders called “one 
of the prettiest starts I have ever seen.”
Next up was Borland, an Indiana native
who later coached track at Indiana 
High School.
“The cheering section of the University

of Pennsylvania is at the third corner of
the track,” Sanders said in the Gazette
story. “Many a race has been lost on that
track, the runner starting to sprint too
soon because of the cheering. Not so
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• WITH THE FRANKLIN MEDAL: front row, left to right: John Alexick, Clair Borland. 
Back row: Walter Patterson, Coach Everett Sanders, Norman King.
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with Clair, in spite of the fact he likes to
fight and was challenged by a runner from
Cheyney Normal School. Faithful to his
instructions, he started the final spurt at the
fourth corner and led his man by yards.”
Fellow Indiana Countian Patterson, a

native of West Lebanon, extended the
advantage on the third leg.
“He ran like an old performer,” said

Sanders, his choice of adjective suggesting
the teenager performed like a veteran, “and
gave the baton to Captain Alexick with a
good lead to his credit. Johnny always runs
a consistent quarter-mile and he ran true to
form, bringing his team to victory.”
Contemporary accounts neglected to

mention the margin of that victory or even
which school earned runner-up honors. All

that mattered to ISNS fans is that their relay
team reigned as the premier Normal School
quartet in the nation. According to the
Instano, “Telegrams, celebrating, and an
uneventful journey back to Alma Mater
concluded one of the most interesting,
inspiring, and profitable trips that a Normal
School track team has taken for a number
of years.” 
The ISNS relay team’s transcendent

moment still resonated more than half a
century later. King, Borland, Patterson, 
and Alexick were invited back to campus 
in 1977 and honored by President 
Robert Wilburn.
The four had by then become successes

in life, much as they once were in track.
Borland served twenty-seven years as 

executive director of the Wyoming Valley
chapter of the American Red Cross, based 
in Wilkes-Barre. King was an Accounting
professor at Shippensburg from 1947 to
1970. Patterson, after earning a doctoral
degree, served as principal of Needham
(Mass.) High School and later as 
superintendent of the Needham School 
System. And Alexick was director of the 
Erie (Pa.) Museum from 1941 to 1969.
But regardless of what they accomplished

after leaving school, all four counted 
winning at the Penn Relays among their
most cherished achievements. In fact, when
Walter Patterson died in 1998, listed in his
obituary along with his career highlights,
his degrees, and his beloved family 
members was a reference to the relay team
that dazzled the crowd at Franklin Field,
shattered a national record, and brought a
Franklin Medal back to campus.
No wonder Everett Sanders panicked that

April morning in 1925. Perhaps he realized
better than anyone that his four passengers,
if only he could get them to the starting line,
were destined for glory at the Penn Relays.

Paintings in this richly colorful, hard-cover book are featured
in a permanent installation of 80 works, Homage to Indiana
County, in the Performing Arts Center at IUP. Scenes on the
IUP campus and throughout Indiana County were painted 
on site by award winning plein air artist and IUP alumnus 
Ron Donoughe.

“Ron captures moments in time and space and emotion that 
connect us all not only to those spaces and those times, but to
each other as observers and as feeling human beings....”

Michael Hood, Dean
College of Fine Arts, IUP

Paintings of Indiana County
Pre-order your copy now for May delivery...

A memento of IUP and Indiana...A tribute to the 
scenic beauty and unique character of Indiana County 

$25.00 plus $5.95 (shipping/handling) per book.To order on line, visit: www.iup.edu/museum.To order through the College of Fine Arts,
phone: 724-357-2397 or send your name, address, and phone with payment to: Ms. Sally Daskivich, College of Fine Arts, 110 Sprowls Hall,
470 S. 11th Street, Indiana, PA 15705-1044. Make checks payable to: The Foundation for IUP Account 4270.

BUT REGARDLESS OF WHAT THEY ACCOMPLISHED

AFTER LEAVING SCHOOL, ALL FOUR COUNTED

WINNING AT THE PENN RELAYS AMONG THEIR

MOST CHERISHED ACHIEVEMENTS.



By Matthew Burglund  

Football |  Curt Cignetti didn’t
grow up in Indiana, and he didn’t

attend IUP. Yet, he feels like he’s

coming home. Cignetti was hired

in late January as the eleventh

head football coach in the school’s

history, bringing him back to the

place where his father, Frank,

coached for twenty seasons and

where he himself met his wife, 

the former Manette Lawer.

“IUP has always been a very

special place to me, a tremendous

university with great academics

and outstanding football 

tradition,” he said.

The hire was the culmination 

of a month-long national search 

to replace Lou Tepper, whose 

contract was not renewed 

following five seasons as head

coach. Cignetti comes to IUP after

more than twenty-five years as an

assistant coach at several Division I

schools, most recently Alabama,

where he helped lead the Crimson

Tide to the BCS Championship 

in 2009.

He said he is excited about the

challenge ahead, of returning the

program to the heights his father

achieved in the 1980s and 1990s.

But he also said he wants to 

produce good men, not just good

football players. 

“While we want to win football

games, and that is one of the 

primary goals of the head football

coach, I want to bring the type of

people to IUP who will represent

the university with class, can earn

their degree. and can also help us

play championship football,”

Cignetti said.

The Crimson Hawks are 

coming off a 6-5 season in which

they had three losses by seven

name droppers
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• CURT CIGNETTI talks to the
media in January with athletic director
Frank Condino in the background.
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points or fewer. Following the

completion of the season, six 

players were named to the 

Pennsylvania State Athletic 

Conference West Division all-star

team. Running back Harvie Tuck,
offensive lineman Jimmy
O’Rourke, and linebacker 

Mike Geewere named to the first
team, while kicker Craig Burgess,
wide receiver Mychal Skinner, and
defensive lineman Carl Thornton
were picked by the coaches for the

second team. Additionally, Gee was

named to the Daktronics Super

Region One all-region team, 

while he, O’Rourke, and Burgess

were picked for the Don Hansen 

Football GazetteAll-Super Region

One team.

As for alumni, two former IUP

players were on the move over the

winter in the coaching ranks. After

two years at the University of 



the third team. Kornock, a junior,

was also selected for the Daktronics

All-Atlantic Region second team.

Track and Field |  Among the
thousands of runners in the thirty-

third annual Richard S. Caliguiri

City of Pittsburgh race in Septem-

ber, two IUP names were near the

top. Indiana High graduate and

current IUP sophomore Garrett
Milner finished fifth in the five-
kilometer race, in 15 minutes, 58

seconds. Joey Zins, an assistant
cross country coach at IUP, placed

second in the ten-kilometer race,

in 30:51. Based on his career as a

top athlete on the IUP track team

to his work as a strength coach and

athletics director, Greg Caprara ’87
was inducted into the Pennsylva-

nia Sports Hall of Fame East Boros

Chapter in October. On a sad note,

former IUP hurdler Bob Bell ’83
passed away January 9, in Winter

Park, Fla. A native of Ligonier, 

Bell died of leukemia-related 

complications.

Volleyball |  Head coach Zach
Shaver guided the Crimson Hawks
to a 23-11 season, complete with 

a berth in the Atlantic Regional

tournament. The team was led 

by senior Emily Pany, who was
named to the American Volleyball

Coaches Association all-region team

for the second consecutive year.

Do you have information for the

next edition of Namedroppers? Send

it to matt.burglund@gmail.com

 Pittsburgh, Frank Cignetti Jr. ’89
was hired as the offensive 

coordinator at Rutgers, and 

Chris Bache ’87 was hired as the
offensive line coach at Kent State

after spending the 2010 season at

Adrian (Mich.) College.

His rookie season with the 

Dallas Cowboys didn’t end so well,

but Akwasi Owusu-Ansah had a
good year, nonetheless. A defensive

back, he was picked in the fourth

round of the NFL draft and signed

a four-year, $2.24-million contract.

But his season was cut short by an

ankle injury, and he was placed 

on the injured reserve list on

November 10, ending his season.

Carmelo Ocasio ’03 recently
signed a contract to return to the

Reading Express of the Indoor

Football League. He is Reading’s

all-time leader in catches (492),

yards (5,726), and touchdowns

(138). Also, Donta Green, who
played at IUP from 2006 to 2008,

agreed to terms with another IFL

team, the Fairbanks Grizzlies. The

Las Vegas Locos won their second

consecutive United Football

League championship in 

November, and they did it with

two former IUP players on the

roster: offensive lineman Jason
Capizzi (2004-06) and linebacker
Kris Griffin (2002-04). 

Field Hockey |  The season ended
on a disappointing note for the

Crimson Hawks, with an 8-9

record, but five players were picked

for the all-conference team,

including two who were tabbed

with All-America status. Leading

the group is sophomore midfielder

Anouk Sickman, who was named
to the womensfieldhockey.com first

team, with senior defender Kacie
Klotz picked for the second team.
Both were on the second team for

the Longstreth National Field

Hockey Coaches Association 

All-America team. As for the 

all-conference team, Sickman and

Klotz were picked for the first

team, while Lydia Dolly, Erin
Shirk, and Shannon Sullivanwere
named to the second team.

Golf |  If there were a trophy case
for the IUP golf team, by now it

would need an addition or two.

Maybe three. Coming off a top-ten

finish at last spring’s NCAA Divi-

sion II championships, head coach

Fred Joseph’s squad dominated
the Pennsylvania State Athletic

Conference in the fall season by

capturing its fourth consecutive

conference title, at the Hershey

Links Golf Club in October. The

Crimson Hawks won the team

title by twenty strokes over West

Chester and twenty-one over 

Clarion. As if winning the PSAC

crown, its tenth overall, wasn’t

enough, IUP also had its fourth

straight conference champion, in

Indiana High School graduate

Sean Sweithelm. Just a
sophomore, Sweithelm fired a

sixty-nine on the final day of 

competition to win the title by one

stroke, following Crimson Hawks

Gavin Smith (2007), Leo Acklin
(2008), and Brad Boyle (2009) as
conference champs. Sweithelm

opened the two-day tournament

with a 76 but rallied on the second

day and finished with a one-over-

par total of 145. Zack Kempa, a
freshman, finished third, and

Boyle, a junior, and sophomore

Derek Baker tied for seventh. 
Acklin, the Crimson Hawks’ only

senior, placed sixteenth. The win

marks the second time IUP has

won four straight conference titles,

following the success of its teams

from 1989 to 1992.

Basketball |  Halfway across the
globe, Jahzinga Tracey ’09 is 
continuing to rule the basketball

court. IUP’s women’s all-time

leading scorer, with 2,101 points,

Tracey is a standout player in 

Germany for Eisvogel USC

Freiburg, a pro team in the south-

west corner of the country. At the

midway point of the season,

Tracey was averaging 9.8 points

and 7.3 rebounds per game for her

team, whose nickname translates

to the “Kingfishers.” Last season

with Freiburg, Tracey averaged 12

points and 9.6 rebounds per game.

Cross Country |  The Crimson
Hawks’ men’s and women’s teams

each placed eighth at the NCAA
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For up-to-the-minute news on IUP sports,

visit www.iupathletics.com. There you’ll find

all the newest news Namedroppers can’t

bring you because of deadline constraints.

Division II Atlantic Region meet in

November in Cary, N.C. IUP fared

so well based on the top times of

Alyssa Taddie and Clint Keller.
Taddie placed twenty-eighth in a

field of 179 runners, in 23:45.3 on

the six-kilometer course. That time

helped the Crimson Hawks finish

one point out of seventh place in a

twenty-six-team field. As for the

men, Keller finished the ten-kilo-

meter course in thirty-ninth place,

out of 187 runners, in 33:50.0,

leading the way as IUP placed

eighth out of twenty-eight teams.

Soccer |  IUP placed four players
on the all-conference team 

following the completion of the

season, which ended with a 9-8-1

record and a berth in the PSAC

tournament. Paige Virgarawas
picked for the second team, while

Melissa Kornock, Allison Keller,
and Lauren Mizikwere placed on
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IUP Proud
“Would I go to graduate school? Would I 
get a job? I wondered what the future held
for me. I realize now a lot of what I’ve
achieved since then I have to credit to IUP
and my education. I wouldn’t have gotten
where I have in the last five years without
that education.” As a member of the Alumni
Association’s Board of Directors, Renz has
helped with Homecoming. He enjoys seeing
the reactions of alumni who come back and
see the campus. “It’s really moving forward.
It’s a really exciting time to be part of the
IUP family.”
When he was a student, Renz was a 

member of the Ambassadors, a student

When Ryan Renz ’05 came to

Commencement in December

to speak, he was deeply

moved. “I remembered five

years ago, sitting where those

graduates were. I was

wondering where I was going

to go from there,” he said. 

By Marilyn Kukula  |  Photography by Keith Boyer

• Sara Lawer, left, with Mary Morgan
and Ryan Renz in Breezedale

group that was formed in 1993 to promote
interaction between students and alumni.
Now, almost two decades later, many of
IUP’s most active alumni are former
Ambassadors.
Ambassadors have acted as hosts to

alumni returning to campus for reunions 
or to receive awards, have phoned top
prospective students for recruitment, have
organized efforts to promote “IUP spirit”
and sports attendance, and have staged a
mud volleyball tournament as a campus
social event. They have organized a 
freshman yearbook and have held annual
tuition raffles that are used to fund the
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in special education made possible by 
Dr. Morris.
I found it ironic that the federal fellowship

Dr. Morris awarded me was made available
under the federal law that we administered
out of the Office of Special Education Pro-
grams! The application process for those
personnel preparation funds was extensive
and tedious, meaning that Dr. Morris had to
work long and hard to meet the
requirements to secure those funds for IUP
and for his graduate students.
I will be forever grateful for his guidance

and trust in me and the positive impact he
had on my life and career. I extend my heart-
felt condolences to his family and hope they
gain some comfort by knowing that Dr.
Morris influenced many lives in a lasting and
meaningful way.

Nancy Treusch ’70, M’71
Warrenton, Va.
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group and provide donations for
university projects, according to
Sara Barnett Lawer ’06, M’08.
Lawer was an Ambassador

and then a graduate advisor 
for the program. She is now a
full-time staff member in the
Alumni Relations Office, where
advising the group is part of 
her job.
She estimates that at least

thirty to thirty-five former
Ambassadors living in larger cities are 
very active as alumni, while others, in
smaller towns, help on an as-needed basis.
She noted that IUP also has outstanding
alumni volunteers who are not former
Ambassadors.
“What makes the Ambassadors unique is

how many call us and want to help after
graduation,” she said. “They want to pay it
forward. That’s what we hear a lot.”
Mary Morgan ’91, associate director of

Alumni Relations, worked with the group
for about a dozen years, until Lawer took 
on the role. 
“Being an active alumnus is not just

about looking back,” Morgan said. “You
make new friends and new career contacts
with alumni you didn’t know before. 
There’s that common connection, like 
being part of a big family.”
One of the students with whom Morgan

worked was Kristen Stake ’03. After 
graduation, Stake helped organize alumni
events in the Washington, D.C., area for a
few years. Now, she helps her alma mater in
another way—by passing on numerous
internships and job leads. 
“My professors knew my name,” Stake

said. “People helped me and encouraged
me.” Now, she sends her former Marketing
professors and her contacts at the Robert E.
Cook Honors College opportunities that
will help current students. 
A professor helped former Ambassador

Alan Friday ’03, M’04 with some of his
more difficult classes when he was a
student. When he told her how much he
appreciated it, she told him, “Don’t worry.
You’ll be in a position to help someday.” 
She was right. Friday has been active as a
Pittsburgh region alumni volunteer and 
also in the career networking program.
“From the faculty to the secretaries, 

from the people I recognize in the cafeteria
and the HUB to the support staff, the 
people make IUP great,” Friday said. “You
appreciate it more after the fact.”

letters |  continued from page 4

Before moving to North 
Carolina, Ryan Rearick ’03, M’06
also was active in the Pittsburgh
area with career networking, and
he talked to prospective students
at a college fair in Monroeville.
“I feel I have that responsibility
to help IUP,” he said. “It gave me
a lot of opportunity to explore
my interests personally and 
professionally.”
From the day a student 

graduates, he or she is automatically part 
of the IUP Alumni Association, which
boasts more than 100,000 members around
the world, according to Matthew
Konetschni ’95, M’98, who serves on the
Alumni Association board and is a regional
volunteer in the Washington, D.C., area. 
“Being involved is fun. I think I’ve missed

one Homecoming since I graduated.” said
Konetschni, who was a founding member
and graduate advisor of the Ambassadors.
“It’s a great opportunity to reconnect.”
Tonya Anthony Hsiung ’00, M’03, also 

a former Ambassador and graduate advisor,
said she enjoys staying connected to IUP
through alumni events and has served 
as treasurer of the former Harrisburg
alumni chapter.
“We [the alumni in her area] have gone

to baseball games, to events at the Capitol,
and to an IUP-Millersville football game,”
she said. Though she now works at
Millersville University, she wore her IUP
sweatshirt to the game. “I’m proud to be 
an IUP alumna, and I’ll always show it,” 
she said.

• CLOSE COLLABORATION: The 1954 Oak
reported that these students were preparing
for the annual Swing Out production. If you
know their identities, Harrison Wick, IUP
Special Collections librarian and university
archivist, would like to hear from you. He’s
also interested in acquiring IUP memorabilia,
photographs or scrapbooks. His e-mail is
hwick@iup.edu, and information about Special
Collections is at www.iup.edu/archives.

“WHAT MAKES

THEAMBASSADORS

UNIQUE IS HOW

MANY CALL US

AND WANT TO

HELP AFTER

GRADUATION”
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A rnold Steiner ’35 brought his yearbook along to an IUP alumni event in Scottsdale,

Ariz., last winter. Another attendee perused it and saw someone she knew: Ella Marjorie

Lantz Kaufman ’35. Kaufman, like Steiner, lives in Phoenix, and even though she didn’t

attend the Scottsdale event, she and Steiner were able to meet in the fall to reminisce over

lunch. Steiner had a career in business, and Kaufman was a music teacher. Both had been

members of Kappa Delta Pi during their days at ISTC. Now, thanks to an alumni event only

one of them actually attended, they’ve met again after three-quarters of a century.

Mohammed Cuchulain—a
Marine at sixteen and a CIA
special ops trainee at seventeen.
His mother is the daughter of a
Bedouin sheikh and his father a
wheelchair-bound former
Marine and Medal of Honor
winner. The son himself
becomes both a noted 
explosives designer and user
and an expert in Islamic affairs.

Indiana resident Patricia
Orendorff Smith ’64 reads her
prose and poetry as part of
“Mellow Mike” at the Ligonier
(Pa.) Tavern on Tuesday
evenings. She has published
pieces in twenty-four national
and local publications and
recently had her poem “Time”
appear in Beanery Writers, 
Volume IV.

Stoystown resident Brenda
Folk Shaffer ’66, M’79 has
retired—again. Until 1998, she
was an elementary teacher. In
April 2002, she became a
licensed pastor with the West-
ern Pennsylvania Conference of
the United Methodist Church.
Within three months, she was
on nationwide television the
day the Quecreek miners were

all about

alumni
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•1940s
A new outdoor classroom at
Central Elementary School,
Allison Park, Pa., has been 
dedicated in memory of 
Wayne Neal ’49, who died in
2008. He is considered the
Hampton Township School
District’s “Architect of the
Tradition of Excellence,” having
served as a principal and 
elementary supervisor from
1969 to 1992. His wife is
Kathryn Ruffner Neal ’50.

•1950s
Now retired as a professor of
Education from Boise State,
Coston Frederick ’51 also
taught, in chronological 
order, at Sugar Grove and
Doylestown, Pa., Big Rapids,
Mich., Syracuse, N.Y., and the
University of Oregon. He and
his wife, Judy, still live in Idaho,
and he hopes members of
Masquers and Sigma Tau
Gamma will contact him at
ecfkona@msn.com.

•1960s
Honors College founder 
Bob Cook ’64 is now a published
author. His thriller, Cooch,
appeared late last summer 
and is available through 
Amazon.com. Reader reviews on
the site are positive, ranging
from “a great new addition to
high-tech thrillers” to “Cooch is
a kick” to “principled hero.” The
main character is Alejandro



rescued; she recently retired as
pastor of the Beulah United
Methodist Church in Friedens.
She and her husband, Tom, are
the parents of two sons.
Williamsport school 

superintendent Kathleen
Cignetto Kelley ’69 was named
2011 Pennsylvania Superintendent
of the Year by the Pennsylvania
Association of School 
Administrators. She previously
held a similar position in the
Indiana (Pa.) district. Her
photo appears in Alumni Extra
at www.iup.edu/magazine.

The late Elaine Peles
McMullen M’69 was honored
posthumously in September by
the Purchase Line (Pa.) Red
Dragon Foundation. The tenth
inductee into the school 
district’s Alumni Hall of Fame,
she had been a member of the
first graduating class from the
new high school in 1956. Four
years later, she returned after
graduating from Slippery Rock
to teach there. She died in 2009.

•1970s
Retired in 2002 after thirty-

six years of teaching, Peggyann
Bastiaans Boyd ’70 divides the
year between Florida and New
Jersey. She and her husband
were expecting a granddaughter
in March. Alumni of the 
Foreign Language Department
who may remember Peggyann
are urged to contact her at
frauboyd@hotmail.com.
David Ziegler ’71, M’74 is

wrapping up a six-year stint 
as executive director of Our
Health, a Winchester, Va., 
nonprofit operated by Valley
Health Systems.
Superintendent of Cuyahoga

Heights (Ohio) Schools, Peter
Guerrera M’73 was named
Superintendent of the Year last
fall by the Northeast Region
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Apainting by Bruce Bobick ’63, M’67 was purchased

for the Permanent Collection of the National 

Watercolor Society in Los Angeles. Baba Yaga (shown) is

part of a series inspired by Mussorgsky’s piano suite 

Pictures at an Exhibition, and Bruce said “I transferred the

music back into images based on my listening to the

music.” His paintings have been exhibited in the society’s

juried exhibitions ten times with three awards, including

the top prize in 2010. Bruce taught art at Indiana Junior

High School for four years before receiving his terminal

degree in Painting and Drawing from Notre Dame. He

taught at Western Illinois and the University of West Georgia

and retired in 2005. More about Bruce, his portfolio, and

his awards is available at www.brucebobick.com.

Ohio School Boards Associa-
tion. He is in his sixteenth year
with the district, in which, he
noted, every building is a Blue
Ribbon School.
Steve Noel ’73 had a double

major in Geography and 
History at IUP and was in the
cartography field for about ten
years after receiving a graduate
degree from Temple. Since the
early 2000s, he has been a 
full-time archivist in the 
Pennsylvania State Archives 
in Harrisburg.
In November, Helen Burns

’74 was appointed chief nursing
officer of Excela Health, a 
hospital network headquartered
in Greensburg. She has a 
master’s and a doctoral degree
from Pitt’s School of Nursing,
which has presented her with a
Distinguished Alumni Award.
She has also served on the U.S.
Department of Health and
Human Services’ National
Advisory Council on Nurse
Education and Practice.
Pianist Donna Coleman ’74

has made her home in Australia
since the mid-nineties and has
dual citizenship. When she was
in the U.S. visiting family in
January, she performed free
concerts at two Montgomery
County, Pa., churches. Donna
first went to Australia on a 
Fulbright Scholarship in 1992
and returned in 1994 for what
she thought would be a two-
week sojourn. She ended up
staying indefinitely.
Bridget Infantino Mayak ’74

was named Touchstone’s 2010
Artist of the Year. Located in
Farmington, Touchstone is
Pennsylvania’s only residential
crafts school, and Bridget 
manages its children’s studio.
Founded in 1956 with head-

quarters in France, CORESTA
stands for Cooperation Centre
for Scientific Research Relative
to Tobacco. Every two years, the
organization holds congresses,

during which the CORESTA
Prize is awarded to a scientist 
in recognition of his or her
contribution to tobacco science.
The 2010 prize went to Thomas
Perfetti ’74 and Alan Rodgman
for their lifelong work on
tobacco and tobacco smoke
constituents. Their 2008 book
The Chemical Components of
Tobacco and Tobacco Smoke is
an essential reference for 
scientists and public health 
officials worldwide. Retired
from R. J. Reynolds, Tom lives
in Winston-Salem, N.C., with
his wife and partner in a 
scientific consulting firm, 
Patricia Finley Perfetti ’74.

Penn State–Altoona Criminal
Justice faculty member Michael
Arter ’76, M’01, D’05 published
an article with IUP Criminol-
ogy faculty member John Lewis
M’02, D’06 in Law Enforcement
Executive Forum. The title was
“The Role of Environmental
Indicators on the Perceptions 
of Crime of the Elderly.”
Marianne Drevna Dayhoff

’76 is a respiratory therapy 
educator who specializes in
pediatric respiratory care. 
Currently associated with the
Children’s Home and Lemieux
Family Center in Pittsburgh’s
Friendship neighborhood, she
told NEWS-Line her greatest
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In December, JillSchumann ’75

was appointed to the

White House Council

for Community 

Solutions, which

gives advice to the

President on the best

ways to mobilize citizens, nonprofits, business, and 

government to work more effectively together. (Jon Bon

Jovi is another member, as is Bill Strickland, who was

honored by IUP’s chapter of Phi Kappa Phi in 2009.)

Schumann is president and CEO of Lutheran Services in

America, an alliance of the Evangelical Lutheran Church

in America, the Lutheran Church–Missouri Synod, and

more than three hundred health and human services 

organizations. She came to IUP from Pittsburgh’s South

Hills and majored in secondary social studies education

with a concentration in history. “I think often of the 

remarkable education I got at IUP,” she said. “The History

Department especially had such a fine faculty, and Dr.

[Charles] Cashdollar and Dr. [Larry] Miller, in particular,

prepared me for graduate work and for other career suc-

cess. Although I didn’t complete my Ph.D. in history, it was

through graduate work at Rutgers that I became connected 

with the Center for Alcohol Studies and began to work in 

the field of addiction treatment and behavioral health. 

That led to broader work in health and human services

and to working in collaborative efforts for social change.” 

Schumann has been with the Baltimore-based LSA since

1999 and has held her current position for a decade. She

has an MBA degree from Mount St. Mary’s University.

reward is seeing “little babies
finally getting to go home.”
In November, Jack Stamp ’76

conducted Alaska’s 2010 High
School All-State Band, which
comprised ninety-one 
musicians from across the
entire state. He is chair of the
Department of Music and
director of Bands at IUP.
In recognition of her 

“exceptional contribution to the
institution,” Colleen Conrad
Stump ’76, M’82 received the
2010 University System of
Maryland Board of Regents
Staff Award, the highest honor
bestowed on USM staff
employees. A staff member at
Frostburg State University since
1983, she is currently associate
vice president for University
Advancement and director of
Publications. More information
and Colleen’s photo are in
Alumni Extra at
www.iup.edu/magazine.

Lisa Whitmer Brochetti ’77,
M’08 is director of New
Choices/New Options, which
offers career counseling, job
search assistance, and funding
for continued education to single
parents/displaced homemakers
and those exploring nontradi-
tional occupations. The 
program operates out of an
office in downtown Indiana
and recently received a grant of
nearly $60,000 from the Penn-
sylvania Department of Labor 
and Industry.
Audrey Wolfe John ’77 and

her husband, Earl, were married
in August 2009. Sadly, Earl’s life
was ended by lung cancer less
than a month later. Audrey lives
in Cowansville and works in
Kittanning.
Lake Orion, Mich., resident

Linda McCabe Ricklefs ’77
recently completed training and
certification as a Franklin
Covey facilitator for Seven

Habits of Highly Effective 
People seminars. She is also an
IT specialist for the Internal
Revenue Service.
There’s a photo in Alumni

Extra of the Houston, Tex., 
contingent of Steelers Nation,
comprising Gary Elkin ’78,
Darla DiCicco Elkin ’77, Terry
Gillespie ’77, Dan Wardrop
’77, and Jeanne Kogut
Wardrop ’77. Gary, Terry,
Jeanne, and Dan all worked
together in the IUP Housing
Office during their 
undergraduate careers. 
Check out their photo at
www.iup.edu/magazine.

•1980s
Yardley, Pa., resident Becky
Himmelreich O’Hara ’81, M’82
recently became supervisor of
Autistic Support Programs in
the Council Rock School 
District after a twenty-six-year
association with Bucks County
Intermediate Unit No. 22. She
and her husband, Ray, have
three sons—the youngest,
Matthew, has applied for
admission to IUP. The oldest,
Ryan, is an alumnus of La Salle,
and the middle son, Ray, 
will graduate from McDaniel
College this May.
Last fall, Debra Evans Smith

’81 was appointed agent in
charge of the Administrative
Division of the FBI’s Washington,
D.C., Field Office. She joined
the bureau in 1984 as a 
professional staff employee,
completed new agents’ training
in 1987, and compiled an
impressive record in espionage
oversight, including specializing
in Russian foreign intelligence
and Russian organized crime.
Her work on the investigation
of former FBI Special Agent
Robert Hanssen earned her an
Attorney General’s Award for
Excellence and the National

Intelligence Certificate 
of Distinction.
Communication Design

manager at Pittsburgh’s 
Children’s Hospital of UPMC,
Michael Tarquinio ’81 has 
been recognized for the tenth
consecutive year in the 
American Graphic Design

Awards competition. In 2010,
he won five certificates of 
excellence.
In January, Thomas Browne

’82 was named assistant 
director of the FBI’s Training
Division. He is responsible for
all the bureau’s training 
programs, including the new
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agent and intelligence analyst
training programs, as well as
the National Academy, which
provides training to federal,
state, local, and international
police executives. He earned a
law degree from Duquesne in
1985 and that same year joined
the FBI.
Russ Collett ’83 is CEO and

board member for security firm
IPC International Corporation
in Bannockburn, Ill. Last year,
he retired as assistant special
agent in charge of the U.S.
Secret Service’s Chicago Field
Office. In his quarter-century
federal career, he served on the
Presidential details of George
W. Bush and Bill Clinton. Russ’s
wife, Stacy Tannehill Collett
’86, is a freelance writer who
has also coached a high school
cheerleader squad that qualified
the last two years for state
championships. The Colletts
live in Downers Grove with
their sixteen-year-old triplets:
Caitlyn, Devin, and Kelsey. A
photo appears in Alumni Extra
at www.iup.edu/magazine. 

Works by Batavia, N.Y., 
artist Elizabeth Gemperlein ’83
were recently on view at 
Castellani Art Museum of 
Niagara University as part of
the Beyond/In Western New
York 2010 exhibition.
Melanie McCrae Pariser

M’83 has a private practice as
an art therapist and licensed
professional counselor in
Mechanicsburg, Pa.
Alan Reinhardt D’83 has

been named provost and senior
vice president at Nichols 
College in Dudley, Mass. He has
been associated with the college
for twenty-five years.
The flagship product

produced by Jennifer 
Lamendola Covello ’84 for her
Frittabello line of baby gifts
won a Living Now Bronze

Medal Award in 2008. The My
Life baby journal provides 
parents with a way to record the
first five years of their child’s
life in their own words. In 2009,
the product line expanded to
include From the Heart baby
gifts: 100-percent organic 
cotton, custom-embroidered
baby layette apparel, custom
notecards, and gift sets, all 
produced domestically. More
information about these 
products and a new book, 
Frittabello and His Angel, is at
www.frittabello.com.
Jim Dougherty M’84

recently received a funding
award $4,000 from East 
Tennessee State University for
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Public relations professional Jeff

Krakoff ’86 is director of Brand

Marketing Practice at Burson-

Marsteller’s Pittsburgh office. His

workday can be interesting—as it

was in January when he dealt with

the White House Press Corps and

shook hands with the President. 

The day before, Jeff had dashed to

Landover, Md., at the behest of the

owner of Thompson Creek Window

Company. Rick Wuest’s manufacturing

facility was to be the setting for 

a Presidential address on the 

economy. Jeff provided messaging, interview coaching, a media advisory, a news release, and

media kit materials. The company information he drafted for the White House became part of

President Obama’s address. “This was a great opportunity for Rick and Thompson Creek,” he

said, “but also an extremely rewarding experience for me. The company was covered on every

TV network (broadcast and cable), as well the New York Times, Washington Post, and almost

every other daily paper in the country. Rick was even interviewed by the BBC for a live radio

spot and also by a Spanish media outlet.” In the photo on this page, a television reporter 

interviews Rick while Jeff waits in the background. Later in January, Jeff was inducted into the

Renaissance Hall of Fame during the Public Relations Society of America’s Pittsburgh Chapter

Renaissance Awards. He and his family live in Upper St. Clair.

his Appalachian Teaching 
Project. He is a faculty member
in IUP’s Sociology Department
and director of the Center for
Northern Appalachian Studies.
Attorney Robert Gundlach

’84 is chairman of the Real
Estate Department in the 
Warrington, Pa., office of Fox
Rothschild LLP. His photo
appears in IUP Magazine’s
Alumni Extra at
www.iup.edu/magazine.

A communications 
consultant in Washington, D.C.,
Cindy Rucker ’84 specializes in
government contracts and 
marketing strategy. Last winter,

she worked on a writing 
assignment in Kuwait for a few
months and plans to go to
Malaysia this fall.
Kurt Kondrich ’85 will be

keynote speaker in November
for the Twenty-seventh Annual
International Conference on
Young Children with Special
Needs and Their Families. He is
director of Community/Family
Outreach for Early Intervention
Specialists.          
Susan Michael Maloney ’85

is an audit manager with
McCrory & McDowell, LLC, a
Pittsburgh CPA firm.
Steve Zbur ’85 is owner 

and president of CORE 
Environmental Services in 
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Allison Park, Pa. The firm 
specializes in environmental
site remediation for building
projects and was instrumental
in preparing the Kovalchick
Complex construction site. It
has also been recognized several
times with awards from Pittsburgh
Business Times. Steve’s wife,
Sandra Cornell Zbur ’85, is
CORE’s human resources 
manager. Their son, Nick, is a
freshman at IUP and, like his
father, majors in Geology.
Scott Leah ’86 has been

named a shareholder of the
Pittsburgh law firm of Tucker
Arensberg, with which he is
associated in the Labor and
Employment Practice Group.
He lives in Moon Township
with his wife, Mary, and 
daughter, Reaghan. 
Stephen Powers, godson and

nephew of Robert Powers ’86,
is a freshman at IUP this year.
His uncle is senior director,
Government Affairs, for the
Nuclear Energy Institute and a
resident of Alexandria, Va.
In a production directed by

retired IUP faculty member Ed
Simpson, Matt Giehl ’87made
a guest appearance last fall as
the Stage Manager in High
Point University’s staging of
Our Town by Thornton Wilder.
He has worked professionally at
theaters from New York to
Florida and has an M.F.A.
degree from the University of
North Carolina at Greensboro.
IUP Career Development

Center assistant director
Tammy Patterson Manko ’88,
M’91; Emily Cicconi M’08 (a
recruiter for PLS Logistics 
Services); and IUP graduate
student Kelly Cordero recently
were awarded a $1,000 grant
from the Pennsylvania 
Association of Colleges and
Employers. The center hosted a
speed interviewing event, in
which students could spend five
minutes each with employers

from an eclectic mix of companies.
An attorney practicing in

Harrisburg, Marielle Hazen ’89
recently received the 
Pennsylvania Bar Association’s
Excellence in Elder Law Award.
She has also been recognized by
U.S. News & World Report as
one of the nation’s Best Lawyers
and by Philadelphia Magazine
as one of the commonwealth’s
fifty best women lawyers. 
The director of IUP’s 

Institute for Mine Mapping,
Archival Procedures, and Safety,
Bob Wilson ’89, M’93 received

an external funding award for
nearly $63,000 from the Office
of Surface Mining for his project
“Mine Map Web Digitizing.”
OSM is a bureau within the U.S.
Department of the Interior.

•1990s
An article by IUP Mathematics
Department faculty member
John Lattanzio ’90 has been
accepted for publication in 
the Journal of Combinatorial 
Mathematics and 
Combinatorial Computing.

The Philadelphia office of
Blank Rome LLP has
announced that Larry “Buzz”
Wood, Jr., ’90 has joined the
law firm as a partner in the 
corporate litigation group. 
He was previously associated
with Pepper Hamilton LLP and
serves on the boards of the
Mann Center for the Performing
Arts and the Foundation for
IUP. He is also on the 
Development Committee for
the Youth Build Philadelphia
Charter School and is cochair
of the Discrimination and 
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Formed in 1992, the Wildcat Regiment Band is a re-creation of the Civil War-era regimen-

tal band of the 105th Pennsylvania Volunteer Infantry. That band and the regiment for

which it was named were drawn from Indiana and surrounding counties—the area known in

the 1860s as the Wildcat legislative district. Today’s band has two dozen members; seventeen

of them are IUP alumni or faculty members or are otherwise connected to the university. In

January, they played, at the personal invitation of First Lady Susan Corbett, at the inaugura-

tion of Pennsylvania’s new governor. Alumni band members include Sherman Good ’57,

M’63 (sergeant major); Don Amendt ’68, M’72 (principal musician); Scott Neuroh ’68; Ted

Cramer ’73; Kenton Scott M’76; Rick McFerron ’80, M’86 (first sergeant); Paul Rode ’92,

M’99; Jason Krecota ’98; Tim Cramer ’00 (son of Ted); Jay Mills M’03; Bruno Pino M’07;

Nick McFerron ’09 (son of Rick); and Brad Roach ’09. B.J. Pino (bandmaster and father of

Bruno) and Chris Krecota also attended IUP. Among the IUP faculty members are Ron Freda

and Don Robertson.

Disability Law Subcommittee of
the Federalist Society’s national
Labor and Employment Law
Practice Group.
Since last fall, Eric Zahren

’90 has been special agent in
charge of the Pittsburgh field
office of the U.S. Secret Service.
He began work in 1991 in the
Newark, N.J., field office,
received commendations in
1994 for investigating a plot to
bomb several New York City
landmarks, and has worked
overseas in Berlin and at 
agency headquarters in 
Washington, D.C.
The Grateful Spider, the first

children’s picture book written
and illustrated by Lisa Edgar
Sarver ’91, was recently 
published and is available
through Barnes and Noble and
Amazon.com. Lisa and her 
husband, Dan Sarver ’90, live in
Pine Township, Allegheny
County, with their two
children, Camden and Alyssa.
Attorney Mauro Wolfe ’90

has joined the Trial Practice
Group of Duane Morris LLP 
in its New York office. A former
SEC senior enforcement 
attorney and a former federal
prosecutor, he focuses on
white-collar criminal defense,
securities enforcement, internal
corporate investigations, civil
and administrative litigation,
and data security and privacy
matters. More information and
a photo appear in Alumni Extra
at www.iup.edu/magazine.

In December, Karl Sprenger
’91 received a Penn State 
doctoral degree in Instructional
Systems. A physics teacher in
the Kiski Area School District,
he is shown in academic regalia
in Alumni Extra at
www.iup.edu/magazine.

Melvin Jenkins M’92 is
director of the Pennsylvania
State System of Higher 
Education’s Benjamin Wiley
Partnership as well as a faculty
member in IUP’s Department
of Development Studies. (His
photo appeared in IUP 
Magazine’s Fall-Winter issue.)

Last fall, he was invited by the
Art Institute of California–Los
Angeles to facilitate its staff
retreat and at-risk student
workshops.
Jay Parkes ’92 was named

chair of the Department of
Individual, Family, and 
Community Education at the

University of New Mexico,
where he is an associate professor
of Educational Psychology.
An associate professor in

IUP’s Department of 
Counseling, Holly Branthoover
’93 was one of two faculty
members who accepted an
award last fall on behalf of 
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• Left to right: Sherman Good, Don Amendt,
Rick McFerron, and Nick McFerron.



her department from the 
Pennsylvania Counseling 
Association. This was the 
second time in the past decade
the department was chosen the
commonwealth’s Outstanding
Counselor Education 
Preparation Program.
Freelance editor, writer, and

desktop publisher Carolyn
Feola de Rugamas ’93 lives in
Silver Spring, Md., with her
husband, Mario, and two sons. 
The first novel by Megan

Hart ’93 to be published by
MIRA—and her twenty-fourth
published novel overall—
appeared in January. Her web-
site is www.meganhart.com.
Pennsylvania’s 2010 School

Psychologist of the Year is 
educational consultant Jennifer
Demmy Lillenstein ’93, M’94,
D’01, who lives in Lebanon.
Selected by the state’s 
Association of School 
Psychologists, she is also the

Barbara lives in the Denver
metropolitan area.
A teacher at North Hills

Junior High School near 
Pittsburgh, Matt Simon ’98 was
named the 2010 Outstanding
Middle School Art Teacher by
the Pennsylvania Art Education
Association.
CNB Bank in Clearfield has

promoted Gregory Dixon ’99
to vice president of Credit
Administration. A CPA, he has
been with the bank since 2003.
Corning, N.Y., has two State

Farm insurance agents—and
both are IUP alumni. “For a
small town in the Southern Tier
of New York to have two IUP
people in the same line of work
is quite interesting,” according
to P.J. Gingrich ’99, one of the
agents. “I actually have some
policyholders that chose my
office to do their business when
they realized that I was an IUP
alumnus. It shows the type of

An essay by Matt Ferrence
’97 called “Museum Piece”
appeared in the Fall 2010 issue
of Puckerbrush Review. It is 
part of Matt’s collection of 
golf-themed creative nonfiction.
Homer-Center School Dis-

trict teacher Cheryl Dies Turk
’97 and her husband, Richard,
are the parents of three sons:
Isaac, Noah, and Elijah.
Jesse James’s Adair, Iowa,

train robbery is described in a
book by Barbara Inman Beall
D’98 called The Sum Total: A
Search for Levi Clay (1843-
1917) and Jesse James (1847-
1882). Published by Aventine
Press, the book contains actual
photographs of the robbery and
of the people involved and also
features a lot of genealogical
information. Levi Clay,
Barbara’s great-grandfather, was
present at the scene. There’s
more information at www.his-
torical-footprints-2010.com.
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statewide lead for response to
instruction and intervention for
the Pennsylvania Training and
Technical Assistance Network
of the Pennsylvania
Department of Education.
Doug Richardson ’94 is the

new chief of Interpretation and
Resource Education at Fort
Donelson National Battlefield
in Dover, Tenn. For more than
sixteen years, he was with the
National Park Service at 
Pennsylvania’s Johnstown 
Flood National Memorial and
Allegheny Portage Railroad
National Historic Site.
In the fall, Thomas Ogoreuc

’95 was appointed executive
director, Law and General
Affairs, to U.S. Steel Serbia and
assigned to Belgrade.
Pittsburgher Nicole Moeller

Lavelle ’96 is the mother of
three boys and two girls and
works as a labor and delivery
nurse at St. Clair Hospital.
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• HOMECOMING, LITERALLY: On the Friday of Homecoming Weekend in October, Helen
Zimmerman paid a visit to her old home: Sutton Hall. She had lived in the apartment on the first
and second floors during the presidency of her father, Joseph Uhler, who headed Indiana State
Teachers College from 1942 until his death in 1947. Her father first became associated with Indiana
State Normal School in 1925, and Zimmerman and her siblings grew up in Indiana. She went to the
Model School in Wilson and Leonard halls through ninth grade, later attended ISTC for two years,
and received a bachelor’s degree in medical technology from Temple University. For more than sixty
years until his death, she was married to George Zimmerman ’47, an art professor at the State
University of New York at Oneonta. On her visit last fall, she was accompanied by Iona Pierce Uhler
’41 and her two daughters, children of Zimmerman’s late brother, Cornell professor Lowell Uhler
’35. Zimmerman’s other brother, the late Raymond Uhler, was married to Martha Johnston Uhler
’33, who lives in Bradford. Zimmerman’s sister, Ruth Uhler ’39, and her brother-in-law, long-time
Cranbrook Academy metalsmith Richard Thomas ’40, are both deceased.
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1980s
Clare Froehlich ’80 to David Walk, June 25, 2010. Melanie McCrae
M’83 to Benjamin Pariser, October 23, 2010. Bruce Dries ’84 to 
Bonnie Geletka, November 13, 2010. Ron Shuma ’86 to Michael
Sarkozi, August 15, 2010.

1990s
David Raymond ’99 to Chrystie Meyer, January 1, 2011.

2000s
Courtney DeNicola ’00 to Christopher Nowak, November 5, 2010.
Jessica Hazen ’01 to Edward Necci, May 30, 2010. Tiffani Columbus
’02, M’07 to Justin Miller, June 26, 2010.  Sara Chamberlain ’03 to
Anthony Spearman, July 10, 2010. Megan Bell ’04 to Jeffrey Bogart,
May 22, 2010. Jason Borkowski ’04 to Allison Young, January 15,
2011. Melissa Irion ’04 to Andrew Sorokas, November 6, 2010.
Robyn Forney ’05 to Gregory Campbell, September 5, 2010. 
Julie Markowski ’08 to Stephen Wilds, October 16, 2010.
Tracy Pebley ’08 to Elliot Wooden, October 9, 2010.
Carol Rosenthal ’09 to William Jacobson, September 25, 2010. 

weddings

An ATI business system leader

with Allegheny Technologies,

Inc.—Allegheny Ludlum, Rob 

Cartia ’04 recently developed and

published a story on a new 

analytical concept in the American

Society for Quality’s QP Magazine.

The machine order of operation

analysis (a copyrighted term) allows

users to dissect how machines 

interact with a product and aids in

simplifying the manufacturing pro-

cess. Rob received an MBA from Pitt

in 2008. Last March, he was elected

to the board of Parkview Community

Federal Credit Union and in 

September was elected board 

treasurer. He lives in Irwin.

people that come out of the
school and the strong brand of
the name.” The other agent is
Rob Sweet ’91.
Alcoa safety specialist Ken

Grace M’99 has been named a
Rising Star of Safety as part of 
a National Safety Council 
program that recognizes the
leadership of young safety 
professionals. He was recently
promoted to Environment,
Health, and Safety director for
Alcoa Building and Construction
Systems, headquartered in 
Norcross, Ga.
Michael Szul M’99 was

named last fall as West Virginia
University’s associate athletic
director for Business Operations.
In August, the Holter

Museum of Art in Helena,
Mont., welcomed its new 
executive director, Christopher
Taylor ’99. Formerly associate
director of Pittsburgh’s Three
Rivers Arts Festival, he also
worked for the Art Institute of
Chicago, from which he
received a master’s degree.

•2000s
Elizabeth, Pa., resident 
Joe Mull ’00manages training 
programs for UPMC, and his
wife, Jessica, is a board-certified
music therapist. When they
were married in 2006, the wedding
party included Joe’s classmates
Mark Goldsmith, Jeremy Beeler,
and C. Matthew Simmons.
In IUP Magazine’s Alumni

Extra, there’s a photo of New
Yorker Courtney DeNicola
Nowak ’00 and her husband,
Chris, on their wedding day last
fall. It was taken by Picture It
Perfect, a company owned by
Courtney’s bridesmaid Monica
DelRosso ’00 and her fiancé.
Other bridesmaids at the wedding
were Merideth McIntyre-
Richards ’00, Deborah Sollen-
berger ’00, Jennifer Mitchell
’00, and Jessica Hazen-Necci
’01. Courtney is senior media
relations officer at Memorial
Sloan-Kettering Cancer Center
in Manhattan. She and Chris
live on Staten Island. Their photo
is at www.iup.edu/magazine. 
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arrivals

1970s

To John Kaufman-McKivigan

’71 and Heather Kaufman-

McKivigan, a son Charles

Ambrose, November 19, 2010.

1990s

To Jennifer Wechs Fedder ’92

and Dennis Fedder, a son, 

Landen Alfred, August 21,

2009. To Carolyn Feola de

Rugamas ’93 and Mario 

Rugamas, a son, Christopher

Antonio, May 1, 2009. To

Heather Szafranski Holtschlag

’94 and Jim Holtschlag, a son,

Luke Michael, October 14, 2010.

To Nicole Moeller Lavelle ’96

and Dennis Lavelle, a daughter,

Alayna Colleen, May 10, 2010. To

Heather Newlin Lupton ’96 and

Russell Lupton, a son, Jonathan

Ryan, September 15, 2010. To

Teena Deemer Christman ’97

and Christopher Christman, a 

daughter, Emily Rose, November

8, 2010. To Cheryl Dies Turk ’97

and Richard Turk, a son, Noah

Richard, May 21, 2007, and a son,

Elijah David, June 7, 2010. To

Michelle Babusci ’98 and Chad

Hawley, a daughter, Kayla

Jessica Hazen ’01married
Edward Necci last May, two
years after she received an M.A.
degree in Special Education
with distinction from Kean
University. Among those
attending the wedding were
Courtney DeNicola ’00, Jen-
nifer Mitchell ’00, Deborah
Sollenberger ’00, and Molly
Dethample ’01.
Michael Smith ’02, M’06

recently became communications
director for the Pennsylvania
Treasury Department. He and
his wife, Staci, have two sons.
Jason Cohen ’03 is assistant

borough manager for 
Waynesboro in Pennsylvania’s
Franklin County. He and his wife,
Kristina Royer Cohen ’04, are
also the parents of a daughter.
A photo from the November

wedding of Melissa Irion ’04
to Andrew Sorokas appears in
Alumni Extra at
www.iup.edu/magazine.

Michelle, July 19, 2010.  To 

David Saurman ’99 and Petronya

Saurman, a daughter, Brinlee

Faith, December 17, 2010. 

2000s

To Joe Mull ’00 and Jessica Mull,

a daughter, Lily Marie, November

7, 2010. To Chris Cowan ’01 and

Molly Haas Cowan M’05, D’10, a

daughter, Caleigh Bree, June 21,

2010. To Danielle Gray Destfino

’01 and David Destfino, 

a daughter, Ashlyn Ayers, October

15, 2010. To Michael Smith ’02,

M’06 and Staci Smith, a son,

Braden Michael, December 10,

2010. To Jason Cohen ’03 and

Kristina Royer Cohen ’04, a

daughter, Rozalyn Katherine,

October 1, 2010. To Emily

Jaros Smith ’03, M’05 and 

Forrest Smith, a son, Max

William, September 21, 2010.

To Stephanie Rayko Westine

’03 and Carl Westine, a 

daughter, Ophelia Day, August

26, 2010. To Sarah Buffington

Hanslovan ’05, M’09 and

Thomas Hanslovan ’06, a son,

Benjamin Michael, March 2,

2010. 

Robert E. Cook Honors College
alumnus Haider Mullick ’04,
M’08 spoke on two occasions at
IUP in November—once on the
use of the Internet by terrorist
organizations and again, as part
of the Six O’clock Series, on
counterinsurgency operations
in Pakistan and Afghanistan.
His visit was in conjunction
with the John P. Murtha 
Institute for Homeland Security
at the university.
Timothy Zeiger ’05 received

a Psy.D. degree in child 
adolescent psychology from
Louisville’s Spalding University
last year and is doing a postdoc-
toral fellowship at Philhaven
Hospital in Mt. Gretna, Pa.
Lake’s 24HR Fitness is

located near downtown Indiana
and owned by Jamie Lake, ’06,
M’07. The health and fitness
center offers, around the clock,
full-service cardio, free weights,
and other services.
Larry Tinnerman D’07 is an

associate professor in Indiana

State University’s Bayh College
of Education. He is receiving
accolades for his brainchild, the
college’s Center for Collaboration,
a place where students and faculty
can meet to discuss research.
“It’s bringing people together.
It’s bringing ideas together,”
Larry said in an Indiana State
news release. When he was in
graduate school, he said, he and
his colleagues and professors
frequently collaborated on
research projects. “We published
together, we wrote, we presented
at conferences together, and as I
look at our doctoral programs
especially, I thought that maybe
that wasn’t a cultural element
that was present here as much
as it should be.”
At the wedding in October of

Julie Markowski ’08 to Stephen
Wilds, Amanda Mummert ’08
was maid of honor.
Ashley Tait ’08 was named

2010 Teacher of the Year for
dance at the secondary education
level by the Pennsylvania State

Association for Health, Physical
Education, Recreation, and
Dance. (Ironically, IUP faculty
member Joan Van Dyke
received the same honor at the
university level.) Since the fall
of 2009, Ashley has been a fac-
ulty member in the Theater
Department at Bethlehem’s
Lehigh Valley Charter High
School for the Performing Arts.
Last August, Cook Honors

College alumna Carol Rosen-
thal Jacobson ’09 received a
master’s degree from Syracuse
University’s S.I. Newhouse
School of Public Communications.
The following month, at her
wedding in Erie, these alumnae
were members of the bridal
party: Jackie Herbert ’09, Eliza-
beth Wilking Lubay ’09, and
Laura Haile ’09. Jessica Sabol
Hoffman ’10was the photographer.
Guests included Janelle Porter
’09, Mary Sirianni ’09, Laura
Halbedl ’09, Kendall Lubay ’09,
Elizabeth Paladin Jeffries ’09,
and Meghan McCarthy ’10. 
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1930: Laura Snyder Alcorn.
1931:Mary Post Gaul, 
Elizabeth Pavlick Kaus. 
1933: Frances Jaffe Antopol.
1935: Noribel Zufall Geesey.
1936: Catharine Wolverton.
1939: Ruth Cox Claypoole,
Joseph Henderson.

1940: Mary Ann Halady, 
Alice McFarland, Eunice 
Hepner Pahel, Jean Snyder Schell.
1941: Erma Stull. 
1943: Ruth Hayes Newquist.
1944:Mavis Rhoades Fry,
Frances Whitacre Truxal. 
1945: Clara Gibson Hall,
Dorothy Ghizzoni Martino.
1946: Temoy McFate. 
1947: John Stokes. 
1948: John Munn. 
1949: Russell Brinker, Edward
Cibik, Margaret Lubold 
Metcalfe, Milton Wayne Neal,
William Oleszewski, Thelma
Rearick Solinger. 

1950: Arlene Wilkinson Fiscus,
Jean Hardt Glass, Joseph 
Kippert, James Ryder, Robert
Seelhorst, John Sleasman. 
1951:Mildred Thomson 

deaths
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Johnson, William Keister. 
1952: Charles Monroe, 
Margaret Wasson Payne. 
1953: David Bruce, Robert
George, Anna Moore. 
1957: Barbara Sadler Bower, Mar-
ion Hrebar Moorhead, Frederick
Zenone. 
1958: Faye Shaffer Harris. 
1959: Jacqueline Cochran 
Knepper.

1960: Claire Campbell Ashe,
Stanton Harvey, Bernard Moreau,
Mallah Berkebile Weaver. 
1961: Cynthia Cook Lordi, James
Kearney, Karen 
Bricklemyer Robinson. 
1962: Carol Rogers Morse. 
1963: Richard “Mike” Barber,
William Colegrove, Dennis Pahel,
George Pheasant, Richard Tullius. 
1964:Helen Schreiner Elden,
Edward James Kelley (M),
Richard Snyder. 
1965: Grover “Gene” Epley, 
Marguerite Quatrara Gottardi,
Kenneth Ohler, Kenneth Weaver.
1966: Donna Yackuboskey Baer,
Annabel Johnson Corna, 
Frank Klebacha. 
1967: Carol Mathieson Honess,

•reunions
Reunions at Homecoming are
set for a growing number of
groups. The date is October 1;
the locations are the Crimson
Huddle pregame picnic (in the
tent adjacent to Miller
Stadium) from 11:00 a.m. to
kickoff and during the Fifth
Quarter at The Coney from
6:00 to 9:00 p.m. Anniversary
celebrations are set for the
classes of 1986, 2001, and 2006.
Affinity groups are also form-
ing now. Send e-mail to 
alumni-relations@iup.edu if
your group has reunion plans
at Homecoming.

Note: Deaths of faculty members are reported in the Mentors section of this issue.

Stephen Mizerak. 
1968: Diana Hillard 
Dambach, Peter Gdula (M), 
Terry Nordblom. 
1969: Janis Esposito Hitchings,
Donna Knappenberger Sheldon,
Linda Hess Wells. 

1970: Annette MacEikis Cook,
Kenneth Almes, Martha Ewing
Pugliese, Jean Servinsky (M).
1971: Patricia Kolson Fox, 
John Horensky. 
1972: Thomas Bello. 
1973: Dolores Frye Loman,
Michael Yarussi. 
1975: Dennis Cicero, 
Barbara Bilik McKetta. 
1976:Marcia Geisinger Humphrey. 
1977: Roger Fryer (AA), 
Danny Grace. 
1978:Merleen Dibert (M), 
Mary Wieland. 
1979:Harold Nugent (D).

1980: Kevin Anderson, 
Robert Slosar. 
1981: Scott Andrzejewski (M),
Beverly Ross Lanting, 
John Szenyo. 
1983: Jacqueline Schneider
Arcieri, Robert Bell. 
1984: Donald Derewicz, 
Joyce Serene. 
1986: Rebecca Feitl Carmella.
1987: Daniel Ebeling. 

1988: Barry Baker. 
1989: James Sapinsky.

1992: Brenda Lafley
Dunkovich, 
Sean MacFarland, 
Stanley Szalewicz.

2001: Shauna Childs. 
2003: Anne McKim. 
2004: Christopher Ferrigno. 
2007:Mary Punsky Wilson.

other deaths

Karlene Bilger, a junior in
the Eberly College of Business
and Information Technology,
died December 13, 2010.
Peter Fry, a staff member in

the Finance Division at IUP
from 1981 until his retirement
in 1998, died September 24,
2010.
Charles “Buddy” Lloyd,

who worked at IUP from 1987
until a few months before his
death, died October 9, 2010.
Cecil McCutcheon, who

worked at IUP from 1971 to
1991, died November 27, 2010.
Baria Miley, a sophomore

from Philadelphia in the 
College of Health and Human
Services, died September 30,
2010.

Delta Gamma will celebrate
its thirtieth anniversary on
IUP’s campus with a reunion
weekend March 25–27. Contact
Barb Baird Wehn ’85 at
wehn1@aol.com for complete
details.
IUP Orienteering Club

alumni are hosting the First
Great College Orienteering
Club Reunion on June 25 at
Deer Lakes County Park near
Pittsburgh. The event is in con-
junction with the Western
Pennsylvania Orienteering
Club’s “Keystone Capers” two-
day, national event that week-
end. This will be the second
major reunion for IUPOC

alumni. Information is on the
Keystone Capers event site
(www.cosc.iup.edu/wpoc/capers);
questions may be directed to
Mark Frank ’78 at
Orienteer7@aol.com.
IUP Chi Alpha is planning a

reunion for those from the
years 1978 to 1985 on July 30 at
College Lodge. For more infor-
mation and to notify of your
attendance, see the Chi Alpha
IUP page on Facebook, contact
Sara Lawer, IUP Alumni Office,
724-357-7942, or send e-mail
to Tom Arteritano ’82 at 
tomarteritano@yahoo.com.
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ROOM WITH A VIEW: High up in Stephenson Hall, windows in the Hawk’s Nest look northward toward Maple Street.
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Stay connected to IUP with Facebook, YouTube, Twitter, and more. 

Visit www.iup.edu/socialmedia
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