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Universities, like other organizations, must know their 
destination in order to navigate ever-changing economic 
and demographic conditions. The university’s 2007-12 
strategic plan helped guide Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania to its current position of growing 
enrollment, offering in-demand programs, and having 
successful alumni. Now it’s time to determine where we 
want to go from here—our vision for the future.

In the last edition of IUP Magazine, I said my guiding 
principles in the first few months of my presidency 
would be to be visible, listen, and learn. I’ve found that 
students, faculty and staff members, and alumni care 
deeply about the university that connects us all. As we 
formulate our new vision, we will embark on the next 
leg of our journey using the following principles—ones 
we already employ—for guidance:

Set a proper stage for academic success. Of course, 
students are responsible for their own academic 
success, but it is incumbent on us to provide them 
with an environment that lends itself to access and 
achievement—one that is stimulating, engaging, and 
staffed by people who are inspiring and able to motivate. 

Ensure students succeed in and out of the 
classroom. Success comes in many forms, and while 
students are here for academic experiences first, they 
enrich their learning and gain invaluable life skills from 
out-of-classroom activities like student government, 
publishing, charitable work, and social organizations. 
Leadership and kindness are not qualities that can be 
taught, but they can be learned through experience.

Retain the stability we have achieved. Despite 
cuts in recent years, the budget has been balanced, and 
thanks to the efforts of many, we are attracting not only 
more philanthropic gifts, but also more high-achieving 
students in a time when the number of Pennsylvania 
high school students continues to diminish. Efforts such 
as the Sutton Scholarship, a new award funded by gifts 
from alumni, employees, friends, and even students, will 
make IUP more competitive. 

As we develop our vision for the future of IUP, we will 
be reaching out to you for guidance and input.

Michael Driscoll
President

Our Journey Has Begun 

MESSAGE FROM THE

PRESIDENT
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Mainstay of the Mainstage: the columns of Waller Hall
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All about Alumni
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Season of the Long Shots

Investing in 
Themselves

Learning that only 1 percent of 
teachers are African American 
men, an IUP-led coalition set out 
to change that—and broaden 
the cultural perspective of future 
generations.

After 20 months of covering 
the epidemic of violence in 
Philadelphia schools, alumna 
Susan Snyder and her team at 
the Philadelphia Inquirer took 
home the Pulitzer Prize last 
spring. Snyder tells the story 
behind the series.

Following a 5-9 season the 
previous year, the 1979 men’s 
soccer team headed to nationals 
behind what must be the most 
improbable score in school 
history.

With student donations to IUP 
on the rise, university officials 
weigh in on the reasons.
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24 FRONT COVER: Corey Burnett M’03, D’10, left, and Terence King ’99 serve on 
the advisory committee for an IUP initiative in partnership with other schools 
to increase the number of African American males in teaching. Photograph by 
Keith Boyer

ABOVE, LEFT: IUP Art faculty member Chris McGinnis ’06, left, and graduate 
student Ramon Riley ’97, an art teacher in the Pine-Richland School District

ABOVE: The new and the old: Delaney Hall, a student residence built in 2007, in 
the foreground, across Grant Street from John Sutton Hall
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When Bob Henger ’63 wrote a book for family 
members and friends about his experiences as a 
member of The Silent Generation, 1925-1945, he 
included a chapter about life at Indiana State College. 
Excerpts from the chapter, which covers everything 
from the ROTC requirement to fraternity life to his 
$5-a-week off-campus housing, are available on the 
IUP Magazine website.

IUP Magazine

IUP Magazine

IUP Magazine

iup-magazine@iup.edu
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More Statistics
Internet bandwidth at IUP over the years:
 • 1991: 0.56 MB
 • 2000: 10 MB
 • 2006: 120 MB
 • 2011: 600 MB

Raw disk storage: 584 terabytes

Record number of devices connected 
to IUP computer network at one time: 15,507 (November 2012)

Record number of wireless devices 
connected to network at one time: 7,507 (November 2012)

History of the most wireless devices 
active on IUP network at once:
 • 2006: 107
 • 2009: 1,320
 • 2010: 2,600
 • 2012: 7,507

Average number of monthly visits to the website: 760,000

IUP Facebook fans: 21,490 (as of November 2012)

IUP Twitter followers: 3,873 (as of November 2012)
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“A Model 1620 electronic computer 
recently installed at Indiana State 
College will provide students and 
faculty with both an instructional 
device and a research tool.”
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By Marilyn Kukula
So read the announcement of the college’s foray into computer 
technology with the July 1963 arrival of an IBM mainframe. 
The news came not on the front, but on page 16 of that October’s 
Alumni News Bulletin.

Although it was “little more than a footnote to the surge of growth 
at ISC at the time, it was the first step in what has become an 
incredible 50-year journey,” said Bill Balint ’88, chief information 
officer at the school now known as IUP.

In recognition of this golden anniversary, IUP Magazine presents 
a look at the history of computing at the university.

1963: Indiana State College enlarges computer center in the 
basement of Clark Hall. Director Anna Wink is the first computer 
professional hired.

1964: First disk drive is added. For the first time, computers are 
mentioned in the undergraduate and graduate catalogs. President 
Willis Pratt writes in the yearbook that the computer center is one 
of only two at state colleges.

1965: Kenneth Shildt is hired as the first computer center assistant 
director. He later becomes a Management Information Systems 
faculty member.

FRONTDOOR FACTS, FIGURES, SHORT SUBJECTS, QUICK TAKES

 Celebrating Gold: 

50 Years 
of Computing

1966: First online printer is added.

1967: New computer center opens, occupying nine rooms in the 
basement of Sutton Hall.

1968: The School of Business, established just two years earlier, 
offers two new computer technology concentrations. Math 
Department offerings grow to nine computer-related courses.

1968: More than 400 students are enrolled in computer-related 
courses, up from 60 five years earlier.

1972: Computer Science separates from the Mathematics 
Department. Howard Tompkins is the first department chair; James 
Maple is the first faculty member, transferring from Mathematics a 
week before Tompkins arrives in Indiana. 

1976: Basement of newly built Stright Hall becomes computer 
center’s new home.

1984: Computer center becomes Information Systems and 
Communications Center. Among its first service offerings is e-mail.

1985: President John Welty announces the first major purchase of 
personal computers: $200,000 in PCs for the faculty.

1987: Registration by touch-tone telephone is piloted to a group of 
randomly selected students and fully implemented the following 
year, ending waiting times associated with arena registration and 
other methods.

1988: IUP joins BITNET, an academic network predating the 
Internet, allowing employees and students to interact via 
computer with users and resources beyond campus. The first 
computer executive is hired: Garrett Bozylinsky, associate vice 
president for computing.

1991: IUP obtains first Internet connection; bandwidth is 56 KB/
second (0.56 MB). The Cosmos administrative information system 
goes live, effectively ending 28 years of mainframe computing at 
IUP.

1993: Registration via computer terminal is added to telephone 
registration.

1997: First university-wide website is launched.

1998: IUP starts implementation of Banner, the software system 
still used to manage business operations. Criminology professor 
Robert Mutchnick offers Crime and Justice Systems as an online 
hybrid course.

1999: IUP offers its first fully online courses.

2000: Students begin registering for classes using a Web browser.

Computer center employees 
Kenneth Shildt, left, and Maurice 
Fox in 1968 in the machine room 
in Sutton Hall’s basement. The IBM 
mainframe computer on the left 
was IUP’s second.

2001: Establishment of the Student Technology Fee leads to 
growth in instructional technology, including multimedia 
classrooms and advanced computer labs.

2007: Information technology functions become centralized 
under IT Services. The IT Support Center, providing tech support 
to students and employees, opens in the building to be named 
Delaney Hall. The center handles more than 100,000 service 
requests in its first five years.

2008: IUP pilots the Winter Session, offering solely online courses 
over a three-week period during winter break. 

2010: IUP is chosen to be one of 13 core nodes across the state 
for PennREN, a high-speed computer network designed to 
connect national networks with regional and local networks in 
Pennsylvania.

2011: Eight percent of courses are offered online.

2012: IUP prepares to launch a mobile application for tablets and 
smartphones. A new Web portal, through which students and 
employees will be able to access university applications, is under 
development for a spring 2013 unveiling. m
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LETTERS
Are We All Dead?
It was rather interesting that there were 
no items [class notes] from the prior years 
to 1960. Are we all dead, in wheelchairs, 
have arthritis of the hands, or some other 
malady? Or perhaps we old folks did not 
write anything for this particular issue. 
Now on the other hand, we are probably too 
old to have anything exciting happen in our 
lives. I do. I get to see my four children, six 
grandchildren, and two great grandchildren 
every week. That is exciting that I have 
lived that long as to see my family.

They have great outings, lots of 
conversation, and good relationships 
between them all. Well, just thought I 
would pass this along so there is something 
to put in the next magazine. By the way, 
in a little humor, one or more call each 
morning to see if we died (Hah!).

Reverend Dr. J. William Dean ’55
York

Friend, FBI Agent 
Remembered
In the Summer 2011 digital edition of 
IUP Magazine, you have requested 
identification of students in a photo from 
the Armstrong County campus, 1981.

The gentleman in the back row, seated third 
from left to right (moustache and rolled-up 
pant leg), is Mr. Kevin Kramer, special agent 
FBI, deceased.

Kevin and I were friends since high school, 
and he attended Kittanning for a year 
while I resided on the top floor of Gordon 
Hall. (Imagine the surprise on my mother’s 
face and mine when we found out it was 
coed by room!) In the fall of ’81, we roomed 
together at Oakland Hall then lived in 
an off-campus house one block between 
the Student Union and Esch Hall for the 
remainder of our IUP years.

While at IUP, Kevin studied criminology 
and was a student member of the campus 

police force. He was also a member of 
the Delta Tau Delta fraternity. He (and I) 
graduated in December 1984. Following 
IUP graduation, Kevin worked as a police 
officer in Mechanicsburg (his hometown), 
the Pennsylvania State Police (Ephrata 
barracks), and then got his dream job in the 
FBI. While stationed in Lancaster County, 
he met his wife, Heidi, and together had two 
children. He was then stationed as an FBI 
agent in Sioux City, Iowa. I recall visiting 
Kevin in the summer of ’95 and taking a 
trip with him to Colorado to catch up with 
another old friend and IUP graduate, Leroy 
Schambach. 

It was sadly on April 14, 1996, while 
on duty, that Kevin was killed in an 
early morning auto accident en route 
to the stakeout of the Freemen (an anti-
government group) ranch in Montana. I still 
recall the shock of his brother’s phone call 
to me the following day. If you Google his 
name, followed by FBI, you will find several 
archived articles reporting his accident.

Frank J. Karli III ’84
Camp Hill

Patience of a Saint
I just wanted to respond to you about the 
Kittanning picture from the 1981 Oak on 
page 26 of the Summer 2012 IUP Magazine. 
I went there in the fall of 1982, so I do 
not know the students, but the African 
American man in the picture was named 
George (last name?). He was the Boyer 
Hall RA, and he lived on the first floor of 
Boyer Hall. Looking back now, he had the 
patience of a saint!

John McGuire ’87
Monroeville

Changing Times
Recently I had a conversation with Amber, 
a senior at IUP. When I told her about life at 
Indiana State Teachers College in the early 
1950s, she was amazed at how things had 
changed. However, I was surprised at how 
things were at Indiana Normal School in 
the early days. A former neighbor, Anna 
Brass [Class of 1893], who attended the 
school then, told me that everything took 
place in John Sutton Hall—classes, eating, 
sleeping, and all activities. She only went 
home at Christmas. Why? Because it took 
her father all day to drive the horse and 
buggy from Oakmont to Indiana.

When I went to Indiana State Teachers 
College in September of 1949, we had 
Freshman Week. Freshman Week was an 
eye opener for Amber to understand. All 
freshmen had to meet at noon at the circle 
of grass in front of John Sutton Hall, now 
where the library stands. We wore our 
dinks, a small cap, and maybe different 
socks, clothes on backward, or whatever the 
upperclassmen decided for that day. They 
checked the dorms for freshmen, so it was 
difficult to escape the festivities. The whole 
affair was quite a spectacle for all who 
watched the performance each day.

In our sophomore year, there was Junior 
Standing to look forward to in order to 
continue our education. You had to pass 
a speech test and a swimming test, which 
was to float for five minutes and then to 
swim the length of the pool and back. The 
final step was to take a general test of all 
subjects. We sat in Fisher Auditorium a row 
apart, every third seat, with our large lap 
board to write. Student teaching was done 
on campus at Keith School, Kittanning, 
Punxsutawney, Blairsville, and Altoona.

Editor’s Note: IUP Magazine also heard 
from Home Economics professor 
emerita Eleanor Mihalyi Gallati 
’54 on this topic. For this issue, IUP 
Magazine did receive news from classes 
graduating before the 1960s. See All 
about Alumni.

Editor’s Note: Also writing IUP 
archivist Harrison Wick to identify 
Kevin Kramer were Richard Hawley 
’82, who knew Kramer from playing 
touch football behind Oakland Hall 
during their college days, and Ed Boito 
’86, who pledged Delta Tau Delta with 
Kramer in 1982.

Editor’s Note: George Young also was 
identified and put in touch with IUP 
Magazine by one of his coworkers 
at Penn State’s Harrisburg campus, 
Jennifer Allshouse ’89. Young, a Penn 
State alumnus, said he was a residence 
hall manager at the Armstrong 
campus’s Boyer and Minteer halls 
during the early ’80s. He, too, identified 
Kevin Kramer, saying Kramer was a 
student at a Harrisburg-area secondary 
school where Young was a student 
teacher. 

As freshmen we had to be in the dorm at 
9:00 p.m. No watching the one and only 
TV after 9:00 p.m. in what was the former 
Chapel, fourth floor, in John Sutton Hall. 
You wore your Sunday best to dinner on 
Sunday and sat at your designated table to 
eat family style. There was no opportunity 
to eat off campus until 1952.

In another 50 years, what is new now will 
be old. Look—we were Indians, now you 
are Crimson Hawks. Please don’t change our 
colors, maroon and gray.

When I attended the 40th reunion of my 
good friend Jean Vairo Delia [’52], we saw 
former students who we thought were so 
old looking! I wonder what the coeds will 
think of my classmates when we meet in 
June 2013 for our 60th class reunion.

Things may change over the years, but an 
education at IUP is still priceless. Some of 
the best years of your life will be spent at 
IUP and will always be special to you.

Dorothy Jakovac Wratcher ’53
Monroeville

Your gift to the Annual Fund has given me 
many opportunities, including the chance 
to earn a National Science Foundation 
research internship experience.  

Dan O’Hara
Dean’s Merit Scholarship Recipient
Geoscience and Computer Science Major
Ebensburg

Gifts can change a student’s life.

    

Learn: www.iup.edu/changelives
Give: www.iup.edu/giveagift

SCHOLARSHIPS

During Freshman Week 
1949, freshmen met at 
noon in the lawn to the 
west of Sutton Hall. 
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IUP Alumni Association 
Board of Directors

Mike Staub ’80 

 president

Sandy Koeppl Barsotti ’87 

 vice president

Matt Konetschni ’95, M’98   

 secretary

Phil Carrai ’83 

 treasurer

*Tim Burns ’90

Thomas Costello ’88

Sandra Hoover Diefenderfer ’67

Micah Johnson ’85

*Ward Johnson ’80

Florence Mauchant M’85

*John Ninosky ’93

Dave Reed ’00

Ryan Renz ’05

Elaine Tselepis Sheetz ’71

Pamela Sledge-Coley ’97

Rebecca Pounds Szwalek ’01

*New member this year

The Roads

By Marilyn Kukula

Leading  Back
While many people 
don’t like to be 
volunteered to do things, 
it turned out well for 
Sandy Koeppl Barsotti 
’87, and even better for 
IUP.

A bout 10 years after graduating, 
Barsotti got a call from a friend, 
a fellow alumna. “I hope you 
don’t mind, but I signed you 

up for an IUP committee I’m on,” she 
remembers her friend saying.

Barsotti, a Journalism graduate who lives 
in Pittsburgh, hesitantly agreed to go to 
the meeting, thinking it might be a good 
way to network. From that call, Barsotti 
went on to devote more than a decade to 
the IUP Alumni Association, which she 
now helps to lead as vice president. She 
also serves on the Foundation for IUP 

board of directors and on several university 
committees. Twice, she’s been asked to speak 
at graduation.

“It’s been terribly rewarding,” said Barsotti, 
who is marketing director for Direct 
Response Technologies in Pittsburgh. “I 
wouldn’t trade it for the world. Everybody 
on the alumni board has this same warm 
and fuzzy spot in their heart for IUP.”

While all IUP graduates have automatic 
membership in the Alumni Association, the 
group’s board of directors actively works to 
establish ways for alumni to stay connected.

Joining Barsotti in leading the Alumni 
Association are Mike Staub ’80, president; 
Matt Konetschni ’95, M’98, secretary; and 
Phil Carrai ’83, treasurer. The officers, 
who took on their new roles in July, each 
followed a unique path through the 
organization.

Board president Staub’s fond memories of 
his days living in Shafer Hall were what 
introduced him to the Alumni Association. 
The Criminology graduate had kept in touch 
with friends from the seventh and eighth 
floors of the residence hall for several years. 
About 15 years after graduation, he called 
the Alumni Relations office at IUP for help 
in arranging a reunion.

After organizing a few reunions, he became 
involved with the Admissions office by 
representing IUP at college fairs and signing 
recruitment letters. He was also involved in 
the Harrisburg alumni chapter.

In 2002, Staub received the IUP 
Distinguished Alumni Award. At that 
time, he was in charge of all agents in 
the state environmental crime effort for 
the Pennsylvania Office of the Attorney 
General. He’s now deputy chief of the 
Bureau of Investigative Services within the 
office’s Criminal Law Division.

“I’m happy and proud to be an IUP 
graduate,” he said. “I think it’s important for 
the alumni to stay involved and voice their 
opinions on what’s happening on campus. 
I think alumni have an important part to 
play in the future of the university.”  

Carrai started out by attending a few 
Alumni Association events in the 
Washington, D.C., area. When a board 
member encouraged him to become more 
involved and visit campus, he discovered 
that he enjoyed reconnecting with IUP.

“Getting back to campus and seeing how 
it’s grown got me re-energized about IUP,” 
he said. “I really look forward to being on 
campus. It’s inspiring seeing the students 
again and remembering how IUP provided 
the foundation for my career and was a big 
part of my life.”

At IUP, Carrai had a double major in 
Management Information Systems and 
Accounting. He later earned a Master of 
Business Administration from Carnegie 
Mellon University. The Eberly College of 
Business and Information Technology 
recognized him for his entrepreneurship 
and inducted him into its Hall of Distinction 
earlier this year. He currently serves as 

president of Technology and Training 
Solutions for Kratos Defense and Security 
Solutions, Inc.

Both Carrai and board secretary Konetschni 
travel from Washington, D.C., to IUP a few 
times a year for alumni board meetings and 
events such as Homecoming.

Konetschni first became involved with the 
Alumni Association even before he was an 
alumnus—it was during his sophomore 
year at IUP. In 1993, he was one of the 
founding members of the IUP Ambassadors, 
a student organization that serves as a 
link between alumni, current students, 
prospective students, and the rest of the 
university community.

While studying for his master’s degree 
in Student Affairs in Higher Education 
at IUP, Konetschni worked as a graduate 
assistant in the Alumni Relations office, 
where he took on the role of advisor for the 
Ambassadors.

In addition to serving as a board officer, 
Konetschni has helped host events in the 
D.C. area, where he works as a director of 
event programming for a global business 
travel association.

“I consider it a privilege and a great 
opportunity to give back to my alma mater,” 
he said. “I think there’s a greater need for 
alumni now—giving time, financially, 
and by networking—to help current and 
prospective students and the future of 
the university. To play a role in all that is 
personally fulfilling.” m

IUP volunteers can be found across the 
nation and around the world. Explore the 
possibilities of how you can get involved 
with the IUP Alumni Association at www.
iup.edu/alumni.

“I think alumni have 
an important part to 
play in the future of the 
university.”  

Alumni Association board officers, from 
left, Matt Konetschni, Phil Carrai, Mike 

Staub, and Sandy Koeppl Barsotti 

Breezedale, home to IUP alumni 
services
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By Chauncey Ross

Footsteps to 
Follow, 
a Culture to

Learn
Racial tension dominated American culture in the 

1960s, as anger and confrontations drew prejudice into 
the spotlight. In the regions where people didn’t see 
or experience the protests and discord firsthand, the 

nightly TV newscasts brought the stories into their living rooms.

Southwestern Pennsylvania, where Bob Millward grew up, wasn’t 
a hotbed for the riots or bigotry seen south of the Mason-Dixon 
Line. Discrimination took more passive forms. 

For Millward, an early lesson came from a graduate school 
professor, an African American man who explained to his students 
one day that he had to plan his frequent trips from Pittsburgh to 
Washington, D.C., in a different way than most of the white people 
he knew. He told of carefully choosing places to dine because 
some restaurants wouldn’t serve him and of planning ahead to 
find a hotel that would allow him to register as a guest. 

His story made a lasting impression on Millward, who began to 
realize how much he didn’t know about African American culture 
because of the absence of black adults in his life as a child.

Clearly, he isn’t alone. Thousands upon thousands of students, 
mainly white, have grown up with some of the most influential 

adults outside their families—their teachers—being the same 
as they are. And they have come of age with a narrow cultural 
perspective.

Armed with a $361,500 grant from the Heinz Endowments, 
Millward is leading a regional mission to change that. The 
coordinator of the Administration and Leadership Studies program 
in the Department of Professional Studies in Education at IUP, he 
has launched a program to recruit African American males into 
teaching.

Nationally, the number right now is dismal, less than 2 percent.

“My philosophy is this: Diversity helps,” Millward said. “We’re 
doing business now across the globe, and to understand the 
importance of diversity—it can’t be underplayed.”

The low percentage of black men in teaching doesn’t stand to 
improve, considering current enrollment in teacher preparation 
programs, he said. “If you look at any teacher education program 
in Pennsylvania, you’re not going to see that figure change. Right 
now, IUP has 1 to 2 percent African American males training to 
become teachers.”

A consortium of schools is promoting the recruitment project. 
Point Park University, California University of Pennsylvania, and 
the Community College of Allegheny County are partnering with 
IUP to draw students into teaching preparation programs. A new 
website, www.blackmenteaching.org, features African American 
male teachers telling their stories in video interviews and prompts 
young black men to take the first steps.

“Ever consider teaching?” the site asks. The question, so 
fundamental, has become the slogan for the campaign.

“We’re going to put up posters in schools,” Millward said. “We’re 
also working with church groups and even putting our brochures 
in African American barber shops.”

One of the major challenges to the project is reaching African 
American boys and young men at decision-making times in their 
lives, Millward said. “We need to visit public schools and get 
them thinking about becoming a teacher. But there are layers of 
problems.”

Statistics bear out the difficulty of the task. Millward cites a 
Harvard study showing that, out of 100 African American males 
in 10th grade at an urban school, half will drop out before their 

IUP Professional Studies in Education professor Bob 
Millward spearheaded the initiative to recruit African 
American males into teaching.

Ramon Riley, a 1997 IUP graduate who is back to 
pursue a master’s in Art, has been an art teacher in 
the Pine-Richland School District for 15 years.
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I am something different from what their 
environment has to offer.”

Millward said school administrators once 
downplayed the concept of multicultural 
education in districts with student bodies 
composed almost entirely of one race.

“They would say their teachers didn’t need it 
because there were no blacks in the district. 
That is not what it is about. Multicultural 
education is about understanding diversity 
and ethnocentricity. If you are in your own 
culture with no exposure to other cultures, 
what are we going to do to educate students 
to the idea of tolerance to others?”
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Corey Burnett, Gateway High School Terence King, Turner Elementary School

administrator and an African American, he 
can advocate for employing a qualified yet 
diverse faculty.

“It sounds to me like Dr. Millward is trying 
to identify individuals who could be 
possible candidates and provide them with 
the appropriate training so that when they 
reach the opportunity to be hired, they have 
the necessary skills to be the successful 
candidate,” said Woods, a student in the 
IUP Administration and Leadership Studies 
doctoral program. “I’m 100 percent in favor 
of that, but I would never suggest or imply 
that people are hired based on certain 
characteristics.

“The main thing we have to focus on 
is to build the competencies, build the 
proficiencies, and build individuals who can 
successfully meet the requirements, so they 
are not easily turned away.”

Goals such as convincing young black men 
to major in education, training them as 
excellent teachers, and getting school boards 
to hire them are the quantifiable parts of the 
project. What would follow cannot easily 
be given a number or value. Black teachers 
would engender more cultural awareness in 
their students, according to Millward.

Ultimately, they’d be an example to African 
American boys of a rewarding career choice.

Tom Washington, superintendent of the 
Penn Hills School District, said African 
American men in the field can hold great 
sway over turning young minds to consider 
following them.

“I think that many of my students see me or 
see teachers as role models, and I think it’s 
in your everyday walk and they notice your 
passion in what you are doing for them,” he 
said.

Washington, who is African American, is a 
doctoral student in the Administration and 
Leadership Studies program that IUP offers 
jointly with East Stroudsburg University. 
He also has assisted with the consortium’s 
campaign.

“It boils down to that relationship you 
have with kids,” he said. “That’s what this 
is about—how you can make the lives of 
others better.”

As one of the few black men on the 
faculty at Turner Elementary School in the 
Wilkinsburg School District, Terence King 
believes his students are learning things 
they can’t get from other teachers.

“It’s not simply about whites getting 
exposed to black male teachers, but even 
black [students] being exposed to African 

“I know that, because 
of my impact on them 
as a black man, their 
vision of life is going 

to be different.”

summer workshops and allows students 
to earn IUP credits while in high school 
through dual enrollment.

The consortium’s recruitment initiative 
even appeals to black men already in 
college—those who haven’t declared 
a major or who may be having second 
thoughts about the courses they’ve chosen.

“They are fair game,” Millward said. If 
those students don’t switch to teaching, the 
call could extend to their friends or their 
brothers at home.

Burnett, who earned his master’s and 
doctoral degrees at IUP, said the project is 
aimed at students at various ages. “We 
have some consensus at this point that 
the long-term solution is not in the 11th 
or 12th grade,” he said. “We really want to 
reach out to kids in 5th and 6th grades, in 
a mentoring way. As time goes on, it’s our 
goal to identify a core group that is younger 
and to help them to avoid behaviors that 
would exclude them from becoming good 
teachers.

“The goal is not to create African American 
teachers, but highly qualified teachers.”

That concern is top of mind for Millward 
and others on the project. When word of the 
grant first was posted on the university’s 
Facebook page, it drew mixed reaction.

“The best teachers should get the jobs,” 
one user posted. “Selection by sex or race 
prevents that from happening.”

“I agree!” another replied. “The most 
qualified should always get the job. That’s 
blatant discrimination.”

Phillip Woods, principal of West Mifflin 
Area High School, said that, as an 

senior year. Of the 50 who graduate, 30 will 
be qualified for college, and 20 will go. “Of 
those, 9 will graduate, and 1 might major in 
teacher education.”

A professionally diverse advisory 
committee is guiding the project to bring 
more black men into teaching.

“Encouraging African American males to 
seriously consider education as a profession 
is difficult,” said Corey Burnett, an African 
American sociology teacher at Gateway 
High School in Monroeville and a member 
of the advisory committee. “There are 
stereotypes that make it a hard sell. It’s seen 
as a low-paid profession and a women’s 
profession. To become certified, there is a 
battery of tests.”

Of the African American men who decide 
to become teachers, fewer want to work 
in elementary schools and more choose to 
teach in high schools, for which they need 
more specialized training.

“Becoming proficient with the content is 
one of the problems,” Burnett said. “We 
want to reach students at an early age, 
so they don’t have skills that need to be 
remediated when they are in high school.”

A tuition incentive program already 
in place in the region could play to the 
consortium’s benefit. The Pittsburgh 
Promise, a charitable foundation offering 
up to $40,000 in scholarships to qualifying 
city high school graduates, has put higher 
education within reach for thousands more 
students than in the past.

IUP also has a head start on attracting 
students from Pittsburgh schools through 
the Promise Plus grant awarded by the 
Heinz Foundation in 2009. The program 
brings elementary students to Indiana for 

American male teachers,” said King, a 
member of the project’s advisory committee. 
“Maybe their own experiences with their 
fathers have not been the most positive.”

King, who received his bachelor’s degree 
from IUP in 1999, is in his 11th year of 
teaching.

“The things kids have told me over the 
years would bring tears to your eyes,” he 
said. “They tell me about their dad, how 
they weren’t around, or how they were 
mistreated…and they would call me their 
dad.”

That relationship comes from imparting not 
only book knowledge, but life lessons.

“When you have experienced things and 
can relate to their circumstances, you can 
give them some insight,” he said. “They 
need drive and determination, and for me, 
it was huge.

“At IUP, there were two professors who 
were influential in my life, Lloyd Briscoe 
and Roger Briscoe. I grew up and had my 
dad there, but it was more insightful to 
see them and the way they conducted 
themselves.”

Ramon Riley, an art teacher in the Pine-
Richland School District, graduated in 1997 
with a degree in Art Education from IUP 
and now is pursing a master’s in Art.

When Riley grew up in economically 
depressed Braddock, he wanted to be like his 
teachers.

“I always looked up to my teachers as the 
experts of their craft, and I thought two 
teachers in particular saved my life,” he 
said. “There’s a stereotype of young men 
following in their parents’ footsteps. These 
were people who helped to raise me in a 
similar fashion, so I was following in those 
people’s footsteps.”

A teacher for 15 years, Riley was the only 
African American on the Pine-Richland 
faculty for 13 of those years. He agreed that 
his students get something more from him.

“Most of my students listen to more 
contemporary black music than I do, so 
seeing me in person is a chance for them to 
see what they probably have romanticized 
about. They see football players with 
dreadlocks or they see rappers with the 
same color skin, yet they don’t have daily 
interactions with those people that they are 
following.

“It was intimidating for many of them 
when I first started teaching, but now it is 
a breath of fresh air for a lot of my students. 

Woods agreed. “When you get into the work 
force [or] whatever career path you choose, 
there definitely will be diversity. You don’t 
want to be the one that’s been living in a 
box all your life and all your perceptions are 
based on your experience with TV or music 
videos or the Internet. Diversity can’t be 
from sports figures or heroes from movies.”

Given the opportunity to recruit black 
students into teaching, Riley said he would 
hold his experience as an attraction.

“I say all the time that I’m blessed because I 
get to teach the people who will change the 
world,” he said. “And I know that, because 
of my impact on them as a black man, their 
vision of life is going to be different.”

The thrust of the consortium’s project 
goes beyond simply recruiting men as 
classroom instructors. As a superintendent, 
Washington said he tells students at career 
day events about other opportunities 
in education—jobs such as counselors, 
principals, central office workers, and 
superintendents.

The effort is too important to be hurried, he 
said.

“People have to be patient with it. You’re 
literally planting the seeds, and you have to 
give it time to cultivate.”

For Millward, a professor for 42 years at IUP 
and an educator for 47, a few more years 
may be worth the wait.

He recalled the story of his graduate school 
professor, the African American figure 
whose experience made such a strong 
impression on him so long ago.
 
This effort, he said, “has probably been 
necessary for the last 30 years.” m
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Faculty Deaths

In recent months, the 
following former IUP 
faculty members died.

Ida Arms, a professor 
emerita and a member 
of the Mathematics 
Department from 1959 
to 1987, died August 24, 
2012.

Joseph Bianco ’63, a 
professor emeritus and 
retiree of the Technology 
Support and Training 
Department who taught 
from 1974 to 1999, died 
July 4, 2012.

Dorothy Lingenfelter 
’54, M’62, a professor 
emerita who taught at 
the University School 
from 1957 to 1985, died 
September 18, 2012.

Peter Narusewicz D’99, 
who taught in the English 
Department in 2001 and 
2002, died June 20, 2012.

Bill Shane, a 
Criminology faculty 
member in the late 1960s 
and early 1970s, died 
October 4, 2012. He also 
was a member of the IUP 
Council of Trustees and 
a borough, county, and 
state government official.
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MENTORS
Tribute Performance
After her retirement from the 
Theater and Dance Department 
last year, Barbara Blackledge 
recently returned to the IUP 
stage for a tribute performance 
in the Noel Coward comedy 
Hay Fever, which opened 
Theater-by-the-Grove’s fall 
season. Her colleagues and 
students also celebrated her 
31-year career with a reception 

at the Artists Hand gallery 
downtown preceding her 
Homecoming-day performance. 
Blackledge was in the lead 
role of Judith Bliss, an actress 
recently retired from the 
London stage.

Empowering Girls
Michelle Bruno, of the 
Counseling Department, 
received a $45,000 grant 

from the FISA Foundation to 
continue an empowerment 
program for adolescent girls 
in regional schools. Ruling 
Our eXperiences (ROX) is a 
comprehensive curriculum 
that addresses the pressures in 
young girls’ lives and equips 
them with skills to negotiate 
challenges. Body issues, 
bullying, academic and career 
development, and friendships 
are among the topics ROX 
lessons cover.

Monitoring Drilling Effects
Faculty and student researchers 
from Geography and Regional 
Planning, Geoscience, and 
Chemistry are continuing to 
sample and monitor drinking 
water from the Beaver Run 
Reservoir, near Marcellus shale 
well pad sites. The project, 
directed by Brian Okey, 
Geography and Regional 
Planning, and Nate McElroy 
’94, Chemistry, entered its 
second year, following a 
$77,000 contract renewal with 
the Municipal Authority of 
Westmoreland County. “This 
project continues to be a 
great opportunity to train our 
students on how to do very 
relevant work,” Okey said. In 
the project’s first year, samples 
did not detect a threat to the 
public water supply, although 
the water contained silt from 
construction.

Studies in Street Theft
Supported by grants from IUP, 
Criminology professor Tim 
Austin has been researching 
street theft among youth 
in the Philippines, where 
“children turn to the street, 
Oliver Twist style, to learn 
ways to survive by begging or 
conning outsiders.” He wrote, 
“Thievery may be viewed 
almost as a sport-like activity or 
tradition and is in the process 
of becoming embedded in the 
culture.” Beginning with many 
Fulbright grants to Southeast 
Asia in the 1980s, Austin has 
published work on a variety of 
issues in Filipino culture.

Extending the Promise
The Heinz Endowments awarded IUP 
another $150,000 for its Promise Plus 
program, bringing total support to more 
than $600,000 over four years. IUP Promise 
Plus, directed by Developmental Studies 
professor Melvin Jenkins M’92, expands 
on the Pittsburgh Promise, which helps 
students in Pittsburgh schools to plan, 
prepare, and pay for education at an 
accredited Pennsylvania postsecondary 
school. Through the initiative, high school 
students come to campus during the 
summer for mentoring activities and special 
courses taught by IUP faculty members.

Message of Hope
Iraq War veteran and actor J. R. Martinez, also known for 
winning Season 13 of Dancing with the Stars, was the speaker 
for the fifth annual First Commonwealth Bank Endowed 
Lecture in September. His visit to IUP included a session with 
students to answer questions and offer advice. Martinez, who 
suffered burns to more than a third of his body after a land 
mine explosion in Iraq, now tours as a motivational speaker.

Thousands of students moved in to university housing August 24 and 25 at the start of the fall semester, and more than 300 staff members, 
student workers, and volunteers were on hand to assist them. This photo was taken from Pratt Plaza, near the former site of Flagstone Theater 
and in front of Wallwork Hall, looking south down Pratt Drive. On the right are Delaney Hall, the Suites on Maple East, and the Eberly College 
of Business. To the left, in the distance, are the Suites on Pratt and the Kovalchick Convention and Athletic Complex. 

ON THE MOVE
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Waste Watcher
The Professional Recyclers of 
Pennsylvania selected the One Island: 
Art as Environmental Remediation 
project as a recipient of the Pennsylvania 
Waste Watcher Award, which recognizes 
outstanding practices in recycling and 
waste reduction. The research project, 
coordinated by Art faculty member Steve 
Loar, explores methods for reusing plastic 
in the creation of art, architecture, and art 
education. 

Club Gets a Boost
The National Wild Turkey Federation has 
donated a $20,000 annuity to the IUP Rifle 
Club, advisor Tom Campisano ’66, M’73 
reported. Campisano’s history with the club 
spans more than half a century. He shot for 
the rifle team as an undergraduate in 1956 
and took over the team as coach in 1967, 
the same year he started his career as an art 
teacher at Indiana Area Junior High School. 
Campisano led the team to several top-10 
finishes nationally before rifle went from a 
varsity sport to a club sport in 1991. m
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T he story was heart wrenching: More than 30 Asian 
students at a Philadelphia city high school were 
targeted and brutally beaten by their classmates, mostly 
African American. The school district’s top official, then 

Superintendent Arlene Ackerman, was slow to react. The attacks 
made international news and prompted a federal investigation, 
once again thrusting the district into the spotlight for its all-too-
familiar problem of school violence.

For nearly a decade, I had covered the now 146,000-student urban 
school district as the primary beat reporter. Each year, I wrote 
various takes on the problem: Violent assaults in elementary 
schools. Roving gangs terrorizing school corridors. A female 
student whose face was slashed with a razor blade during 
a hallway brawl. Physical assaults on teachers by students, 
including the 2007 case of a Germantown High teacher whose 
neck was broken.

Each time, the district pledged new programs and strategies for 
improving conditions, but the blatant assaults of Asian students 
at South Philadelphia High in 2009 indicated that the school 
violence problem was as bad as ever. The Philadelphia Inquirer, 
my employer, decided to take on the issue like never before—to 
look at the school violence epidemic from every angle as well as 
potential solutions.

In an extraordinary commitment of resources at a time when the 
newspaper industry continues to struggle, the Inquirer assembled 
a team of five reporters. In addition to me, it included John 
Sullivan, one of its top investigators; Dylan Purcell, its computer-
assisted reporting whiz; Kristen Graham, its current school district 
beat reporter and one of the best in the industry in the use of social 
media; and Jeff Gammage, a gifted writer who not only got the 
school district to allow him to be embedded at South Philadelphia 
High, but also endeared himself to the principal, who even gave 
Gammage his own locker in the building. 

As co-lead reporter, I was asked to capitalize on the extensive 
sourcing I had developed during my time as the beat reporter. I 
reached out to virtually every teacher, administrator, city official, 
and other school-related person whom I had met and interviewed 
over the years to get their view of the problem. Through sources, 
I obtained dozens of confidential school police reports with the 
names and phone numbers of both victims and perpetrators.

The reports allowed us to find and hear firsthand from students, 
such as Tamika McNeill, 12, a brave, resilient girl who had been 
attacked in a school cafeteria. After months of being bullied, 
Tamika didn’t feel there was anyone she could trust at school, so 
she fled the building and went home. There, she poured her heart 
out in a poem and drew a picture of a face flooded with tears. I’ll 
never forget sitting beside Tamika on the couch in her home when 
she told a colleague and me about the cafeteria attack, in which 
students wedged their hands under her shirt and tried to fondle 
her breasts. The assault was so scarring, so traumatizing that she 
said she thought of killing herself. 

We initially thought the investigation would take about six to 
eight months, but the district was slow to release the data we 
needed, and even with public records requests, more months 
passed. We also found new angles to explore just about every 
week as we delved deeper into the complex issues. And to fully 
gauge the level of the problem across the district, the paper 
commissioned an extensive, independently administered survey 
by Temple University of more than 750 teachers and aides.

Getting the right visuals also took time. It wasn’t until just a 
couple of weeks before publication that I was finally able to 
secure the haunting school district security footage that showed 
groups of students walking the halls of Audenried High School 
and rushing into a classroom to pummel 15-year-old freshman 
Teshada Herring. The video became the highlight of our online 
presentation for the first day of our Pulitzer Prize-winning, seven-
part series, “Assault on Learning.”

In the end, the project spanned 20 months, including the work 
leading up to the initial publication of the series in March 2011 
and the nine months of follow-up articles. There were many late 
nights, many sleepless nights, times when I had to miss family 
functions, emotionally grueling moments. I found myself even 
working in my dreams.

The findings were disturbing: More than 30,000 serious incidents 
were reported in the district over a five-year period. On an average 
day, 25 students, teachers, or other staff members were beaten, 
robbed, sexually assaulted, or made victims of other violent crime. 
As large as those numbers seem, they didn’t represent the full 
gravity of the problem. Many violent incidents went unreported. 
Some attacks were carried out by children in the earliest of grades. 
The school district’s main intervention program for troubled 

students was little more than a paper shuffle. And though 
the system had some schools with good violence-prevention 
programs, it had failed to implement those programs district-wide.

The district downgraded incidents that resulted in serious injury 
and failed to devise effective plans to improve the most dangerous 
schools. It employed an inadequately trained school police 
force, some of whose members had their own trouble with the 
law, including one uniformed officer who was caught swiping 
doughnuts and orange juice from a local WaWa while on duty 
and another who had to show up in court on the first day of school 
to answer to cocaine possession charges.

As we worked, our newspaper—as well as many other newspapers 
around us—was facing extraordinary challenges that would cause 
even the most committed journalists to question their chosen 
profession. There was another round of layoffs, another round of 
tearful goodbyes to colleagues who shared our passion and our 
dreams.

The paper went up for sale again, and we didn’t know what that 
was going to mean for us. Even our iconic headquarters were sold 
to generate revenue. But the Inquirer’s commitment—and our 
commitment—to the project never wavered. 

Our work was validated, long before we received the Pulitzer Prize 
in April 2012. In the aftermath of our series, the paper received 
hundreds of responses via e-mail, telephone, Facebook, and 
its website. The state appointed a safe schools advocate to help 
victims of violence in the Philadelphia schools. Students such as 

Prize
Susan Snyder ’85 was co-lead reporter 
on a series about school violence that 
earned the Philadelphia Inquirer 
the Pulitzer Prize for public service 
in April. She shares her story for IUP 
Magazine.

The Press,
the Passion,
and the

There were many late nights, many 
sleepless nights, times when I had to 
miss family functions, emotionally 
grueling moments. I found myself 
even working in my dreams.

Tamika McNeill, 12, described to Susan Snyder a cafeteria attack 
that caused her to consider suicide.

By Susan Snyder
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Snyder amid the Pulitzer victory celebration in the newsroom 
and, at right, with the gold medal at Columbia University

Tamika and their families now have someone to turn to for help. 
The district changed the way it reports violent incidents and began 
disclosing more information on its website. Principals participated 
in a multi-day safety summit before the start of school in the fall, 
leaving no doubt that safety would be a priority in the year ahead.

It was mid-March when rumors started spreading that our project 
was a finalist for the Pulitzer Prize in public service, considered 
the most prestigious award in journalism. As finalists, we heard 
we were up against the behemoth of journalism—the New York 
Times—and the Miami Herald. It seemed almost inconceivable 
that we could actually win.

I flashed back to my days as an undergraduate at IUP. My 
esteemed journalism professors, including Randy Jesick, Pat 
Heilman, Bob Russell, and David Truby, prepared me well and 
taught me early on the importance of taking my class assignments 
as seriously as if the stories I turned in would wind up being 
published in the local newspaper. I had no car at that time, 
so I rode my powder blue Schwinn bicycle all over Indiana, 
conducting interviews for freelance stories. The hard work paid 
off. By the time I graduated, I had two series published in local 
newspapers, one on civil defense and the other on trends in 
elementary education.

But at that time, I hadn’t dared to dream of reaching that rare 
pinnacle—the Pulitzer. 

On the morning of the Pulitzer announcement, one of my 
colleagues called me at home. We had no idea what the day 
would bring. But the editor had just told him that he had asked 
one of our other colleagues, who had since left the paper, to fly to 
Philadelphia as soon as possible. Then it hit me: Oh my God, we 
may have won. I cried, and that was the beginning of perhaps the 
most memorable day of my life.

“Dreams do come true,” I would soon be telling the staff, gathered 
around my desk in the aftermath of the announcement. A 
picture of a colleague pouring champagne on my head went 
international.

Since then, life has 
felt much like a fairy 
tale. The mayor of 
Philadelphia called 
me on my iPhone 
the next morning 
to congratulate me. 
Former Philadelphia 
Phillies star Shane 
Victorino invited 
the Pulitzer team to 
batting practice and 
posed for pictures 
with us. The Inquirer 
held a beautiful reception, which felt like Cinderella’s ball, at the 
National Constitution Center. Jesick and Heilman invited me to 
speak at IUP’s Journalism commencement ceremony last May 
and gave me the honor of handing out the diplomas. Villanova 
University hosted a Pulitzer Week and highlighted our project.

“Assault on Learning” has won several other prestigious awards, 
including the Casey Medal for Meritorious Journalism, which 
was presented by the Journalism Center on Children and Families 
in Washington, D.C., in October. In addition to television and 
radio appearances, I have been asked to present the work in a 
variety of forums this fall, including at the Associated Press Media 
Editors conference in Nashville, Tennessee, at the New England 
First Amendment Institute in the Boston area, and at Columbia 
University in New York City. 

After receiving the Pulitzer at Columbia’s stately Low Library in 
May, another member of the team and I were waiting to catch 
our train home. We heard a street musician playing “Somewhere 
over the Rainbow.” The moment was surreal. And indeed, there 
are some mornings I wake up and wonder if it all happened. Did I 
really get over the rainbow? Then, I look at the Pulitzer crystal on 
my mantel and smile. m

Read Susan Snyder’s speech from the Journalism Department’s 
commencement ceremony in May at www.iup.edu/magazine.

ACHIEVEMENTS

Punxsutawney Alumni Leaders

During a celebration of the 50th anniversary of the IUP Punxsutawney campus, four of its 
former students were recognized as Alumni Leaders: Thomas Frantz ’73, M’77, D’00, retired 
superintendent of schools in the Punxsutawney Area School District; Barbara Zdravecky ’74, 
president and CEO of Planned Parenthood of Southwest and Central Florida; Thomas Currá 
’84, executive vice president and executive producer for WVIA Public Media Studios; and 
Mark Johnson ’84, senior vice president of Oracle Public Sector. 

Record Enrollment

With a fall 2012 enrollment of 15,379, IUP has broken all previous records for total student 
enrollment for the fourth consecutive year. Total enrollment, which comprises undergraduate 
and graduate students, increased by 1.6 percent, or 247 students, over the record 15,132, set last 
fall. IUP was the only Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education university in Western 
Pennsylvania to experience an enrollment increase. 

LEED Certification

The university’s eight newest residence halls, built from 2006 to 2010, have earned Leadership 
in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) certification from the U.S. Green Building 
Certification Institute, which recognizes sound environmental practices through design, 
construction, operation, and maintenance.

Best Community for 
Youth

When America’s Promise 
Alliance named Indiana County, 
Pennsylvania, one of the 100 Best 
Communities for Young People and 
one of the 11 Best Communities for 
LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual, and 
transgender) Youth, IUP was twice 
cited for its contributions—namely, 
Safe Zone, a support program for LGBT 
students and employees, and its pool 
of student volunteers in the Salvation 
Army’s Ark of Learning tutoring 
program.

Chapter of Excellence

The IUP chapter of Phi Kappa Phi 
National Honor Society has been 
recognized, for the second straight 
year, as a Chapter of Excellence by the 
national organization. The chapter, 
founded in 1993, was one of 19 in the 
nation to receive the honor.

Student Fulbright

Megan Coffey ’12 was awarded 
a one-year Fulbright Teaching 
Assistantship to teach English to 
students in South Korea. She is the 
11th IUP student to be awarded a 
Fulbright since 2000. A magna cum 
laude graduate, she was a student in 
the Robert E. Cook Honors College 
and the Business Honors Program. 
Her major was International Business 
with a concentration in Human 
Resource Management

Gilman Scholarship

The Benjamin A. Gilman study abroad 
scholarship has enabled Elyse Shirley, 
an English, Journalism, and Spanish 
major, to study in Chile during the 
2012-13 academic year. She is the 
eighth IUP student since 2006 to be 
chosen for the scholarship. m
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Bill Speidel, left, vice 
president for University 
Advancement at IUP, 
with IUP Punxsutawney 
Alumni Leaders Barbara 
Zdravecky and Thomas 
Frantz. Thomas Currá 
and Mark Johnson also 
were named Alumni 
Leaders. 
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Season of the     

 Long 

Shots
By Bob Fulton

The striker from Ipswich, England, helped launch what had been a 
low-profile soccer program to dizzying heights with a flurry of goals 
that included what must surely rank as the most improbable score 
in school history. With Gladden providing the spark, coach Vince 
Celtnieks’s team advanced to the NAIA tournament for the first time 
ever and pulled off a pair of upsets to finish sixth in the nation.

A feat so lofty would have seemed utterly unimaginable the year 
before, when the Indians stumbled to a 5-9 record.

“The prior season was probably the worst in my four years playing 
for the team,” said Mark Saunders, a financial analyst for the City of 
San Diego who was a junior midfielder in 1979. “We just weren’t very 
good. But then Trevor came from England and everything changed. 
He was a special player, and he brought our game up.”

The irony is that Celtnieks hadn’t even recruited Gladden. He 
enrolled in a graduate program because a teacher back in England, 
who had visited Indiana, suggested he come to IUP. Gladden would 
trigger the Indians’ transformation from pretenders to contenders 
during his single year in uniform.

“He made a huge difference for us,” said John Bouman, a professor 
of economics at Howard Community College in Maryland who was 
then a senior midfielder. “Who knows where we would’ve been 
without Trevor? He was just a tremendous player, kind of a man 
playing with boys, so to speak.”

Gladden earned first-team NAIA All-America honors that season 
on the strength of a school-record 17 goals. He twice scored four in 
a single game and added another as IUP rocked Mercyhurst 5-0 in 
the District 18 championship game. But they all paled next to his 
jaw-dropping goal at Miller Stadium against sixth-ranked Alderson-
Broaddus (West Virginia) that secured the Area 6 title for the Indians 
and punched their ticket to nationals. His teammates recall that 
score with childlike wonder even 33 years later, for it came from 
midfield.

Tony Chibuoke’s goal gave IUP an early 1-0 
lead, but the Battlers netted the equalizer 
with 27:12 remaining to ignite a frenzied, 
drawn-out celebration by the Alderson-
Broaddus players and fans. Sophomore 
forward Jim Cunningham began to lose 
patience as he stood in the circle with the 
ball at his feet, eager to resume play. Then, 
amid the continued whooping, he heard a 
familiar voice.

“When they scored, it seemed like their 
fans—and they had as many in the stands 
as we did, if not more—were going nuts,” 
said Cunningham, a computer programmer 
in Bedminster, New Jersey. “The players 
were all celebrating with each other, and 
their goalie was out at the edge of the 
penalty area, high-fiving the backs. That’s 
when Trevor says, ‘Let’s go, Mr. Referee. 
They’re ready. Let’s go.’ So the ref blows 
the whistle to restart play, I tap the ball to 
Trevor, he kicks it, and it just sails over the 
goalie’s head and into the net. He blasted it 
from like 55 yards. Unbelievable.”

It was especially so to A-B goalkeeper 
Chet Fronzini, whose eyes bulged out like 
a cartoon character’s when he spied the 
ball soaring overhead and realized he was 
helpless to stop it. The Battlers, their elation 
turned to deflation in a heartbeat, never 
recovered. With its 2-1 victory, IUP earned 
a berth in the 10-team, double-elimination 
NAIA tournament in Springfield, Illinois.

Even coming off a monumental upset, 
the Indians harbored no illusions of 
challenging for a championship—they’d 
been long shots just to qualify for the 
tourney—and any hopes of extending their 
stay beyond a few days seemingly vanished 

when host school Sangamon Valley State 
smothered them 2-0 in their opener. Worse, 
waiting in the wings was at-large entry 
Alderson-Broaddus, whose players were 
burning for revenge.

“I don’t think anybody expected us to 
beat them again, especially the Alderson-
Broaddus players,” Saunders said. “Their 
thinking was, we’re just going to punish 
these guys, these upstarts from IUP. We 
had embarrassed them. So we’re not only 
playing a really good team, we’re playing a 
team that’s angry.”

But the Indians ultimately proved their 
first win over A-B was no fluke. Bouman 
broke a 1-1 tie with a goal, and Chibuoke 
and freshman phenom Frank Wolk scored 
off assists from Gladden as IUP rolled to a 
4-2 victory. The Indians pulled off another 
shocker the next day, beating heavily 
favored Alabama-Huntsville, the national 
runner-up a year before, by a 3-1 score.

“This is a big-time program we’re playing,” 
said Celtnieks, who coached IUP for 23 
seasons. “They even brought cheerleaders 
along. So I thought, man, we’re really in 
for it. Then they score early. This big stud, 
six foot five, scores on a head ball, and I’m 
thinking, oh no, this is not good.”

The Indians, undeterred, began swarming 
the Alabama-Huntsville net. Wolk tied the 
match early in the second half, Bouman 
buried a penalty kick to put the Indians in 
front, and Wolk added an insurance goal. 
Goalkeeper Akomaye Adie-Ikor preserved 
the lead with a series of acrobatic saves as 
IUP humbled yet another elite foe.

“In some ways, it’s kind of hard to 
explain how we did it,” Saunders said. 
“We just played above ourselves, kind of 
overachieved, in some of those games.”

But just as IUP’s giddy postseason run 
was gathering serious momentum, 
Spring Arbor (Michigan) threw up a 
roadblock and won 3-2 in a shootout. The 
winningest season in school history (12-8) 
was, well, history. Still, the Indians could 
take consolation in knowing they had 
elevated their game—and the program’s 
national profile—that fall. With Gladden 
spearheading the charge, they cut down 
some of the premier teams in the land, 
proving themselves giant slayers to rival 
David.

“That’s a memory I’ll never forget,” 
Bouman said. “Going to a national 
tournament was pretty cool, and then to 
finish sixth? I look back on that as a great 
accomplishment.”

For one week, at least, the overachieving 
underdogs from IUP were a trending 
topic in Illinois—and even on their own 
campus.

“We had the school looking at us instead 
of at football and basketball and some of 
the other teams that were better known 
and more supported,” Saunders said. 
“Soccer in Western Pennsylvania back 
then just wasn’t a big sport. So it was 
pretty special for us to go to a national 
tournament and do so well there. For a 
brief little time, we kind of stepped into 
the limelight.” m

Like a meteorite, Trevor Gladden 
arrived on campus from afar, 
quite unexpectedly, in the fall of 
1979 and immediately altered the 
landscape.

IUP vs. Alderson-Broaddus in the Area 6 title game 
November 17, 1979, that would send the Indians to nationals. 

IUP players, in white, from left, are Tony Chibuoke (20), 
John Bouman (10) in back, and Trevor Gladden (9). 

If you attended the game or have a memory to share, please 
contact Harrison Wick, IUP Special Collections librarian 

and university archivist, by e-mail at hwick@iup.edu. 
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NAMEDROPPERS

In September, 14 more 
alumni took their well-
earned places in the IUP 
Athletics Hall of Fame. 

The group excelled in eight 
different sports spanning parts 
of the past seven decades. Here 
is the Class of 2012:

A two-sport star, Jack Bizyak 
’58 earned four letters in 
both baseball and basketball. 
During his senior season, he 
guided Indiana State Teachers 
College to a 25-3 record on the 
hardwood. In baseball, he was 
the team’s cleanup hitter, and 
he batted .405 as a sophomore.

A standout hurdler on the 
track and field team and a wide 
receiver on the football team, 
Derek Brinkley ’02 wrapped 
up his athletic career with an 
NCAA Division II national 
title in the 400-meter hurdles. 
He finished in the top five at 
the NCAA Championships 
every year during his career. In 
football, he caught more than 
50 passes for teams that went a 
combined 32-8.

Bill Dawson ’56, a four-year 
letterman in football, was 
named to the Pennsylvania 
college All-Star team after his 
senior season. He also lettered 
three times in baseball for ISTC.

An Indiana State College 
Athlete of the Year, Barry 
Gasdek ’64 played three sports, 
excelling in football, wrestling, 
and track and field. During his 
senior season, the football team 
won seven games, and he was 
named to the all-conference 
team.

When her softball career ended 
at IUP, Julie Giacomin ’01 
was first or second in every 
major pitching statistic in 
school history. She won 62 
games, had a 1.54 ERA, and 
guided IUP to two appearances 
in the NCAA playoffs.

His career concluded more 
than 20 years ago (1988-91), 

but Andrew “Jai” Hill ’03 
continues to hold school records 
in football for receptions, 
receiving yards, and receiving 
touchdowns. He was a four-
time all-conference pick, and he 
helped lead IUP to a 43-8 record 
in his time on campus.

In the days of multi-sport stars, 
Nick Kish was one of the best. 
From 1940-42, he played several 
positions on the football team, 
was a standout on the baseball 
diamond, and was a top fighter 
on the boxing team. After 
leaving Indiana State Teachers 
College, Kish joined the U.S. 
efforts in World War II for the 
Army Air Corps. He was killed 
in action on June 26, 1943.

Richard Lynch ’77, M’80, 
a four-year letter winner in 
basketball, helped lead IUP 
to a 65-35 record in his career, 
including a 21-8 mark in 1973-
74, a season in which IUP 
won the PSAC championship 

and two games at the NAIA 
tournament. He led the team 
in scoring and rebounds during 
his senior season.

A multi-sport star, John 
Marefka ’56 lettered four 
times in both football and 
baseball. He was a two-time all-
conference pick in football and 
was named to the Associated 
Press Little All-America team. 
In baseball, he batted .401 
during his senior season.

A two-time IUP Athlete of 
the Year (1966 and ’67), Paul 
Neatrour ’67, M’75 was a 
captain of the football team and 
helped IUP go 29-8-1 during 
his four-year tenure. In his 
sophomore and junior seasons, 
IUP played in the PSAC 
championship game.

Amber Plowden ’02, a three-
time PSAC Track Athlete of the 
Year, earned an NCAA Division 
II championship in the 100 

meters in 2001. She owns four 
conference and school records 
and was an eight-time All-
American.

During his final collegiate meet, 
James Russell ’92 earned 
All-America honors in the one-
meter and three-meter diving 
competitions at the NCAA 
Division II championships. He 
earned four letters as a member 
of the IUP diving team.

Beginning his college career as 
a walk-on, Mike Spingola ’66 
quickly cracked the basketball 
team’s starting lineup and 
was a mainstay there for 
three seasons. As a senior, 
he averaged double figures 
in scoring and was the team 
captain.

A six-time PSAC champion, 
Ronald Steele ’77 is one of 
the most decorated track and 
field athletes in school history. 
He won the 200 meters at the 

conference meet in 1974 and 
’75 and was a member of the 
1,600-meter relay team that 
won four straight conference 
titles.

In addition, Walt Lewis ’70 
and Sue Lamm Lewis ’71 
were recognized with the 
honorary Bell Ringer Award for 
their longtime support of IUP 
athletics. 

Alumni Notes
Administration 
As the landscape began to 
change in the spring with the 
announcement of a four-
team playoff for the Football 
Bowl Subdivision schools, a 
member of the process was 
Dan Radakovich ’80, the 
director of athletics at Georgia 
Tech, who took part in the 
meetings. At another Atlantic 
Coast Conference school, 
John Ballein ’83 is in his 
13th season as Virginia Tech’s 
associate director of athletics 
for football operations and 
handles all administrative 
and operational duties dealing 
with the football program. 
John McCutcheon ’75 is in 
his ninth year as the director 
of athletics at the University 
of Massachusetts. He held the 
same position at Cal Poly San 
Luis Obispo from 1992 to 2004. 
At the 2012 NCAA convention, 
Terry Rupert ’76, M’82, the 
athletics director at Wilmington 
(Ohio) College, had his term 
extended on the Division III 
Presidents and Management 
councils for another four years.

Baseball
Former IUP star Bob Miscik 
’80, M’89, who played 11 
seasons of professional baseball, 
is in his second year as the 
Milwaukee Brewers’ minor 
league fielding coordinator. In 
that role, he works with players 
of all levels in the Brewers’ farm 
system.

Basketball 
After spending more than 
10 years coaching in Europe, 
Mike Taylor ’95 has planted 
his roots again in the States. He 
was named the head coach of 
the Maine Red Claws, a team 
in the NBA Developmental 
League associated with the 

Boston Celtics. Last year, he 
was an assistant with the Rio 
Grande Valley Vipers, another 
D-League team.

Cross Country
Over the years, Rick Heckler 
’78 coached many sports at 
the high school level, but this 
year he began coaching in the 
college ranks—in two sports. He 
was recently hired as the men’s 
cross country and women’s 
bowling coach at Chowan 
College, in Murfreesboro, North 
Carolina.

Football
With the fall season under 
way, several former IUP 
players are working as 
college football coaches. Two 
are assistants at rival PSAC 
schools: Dave Durish ’91 is 
at Clarion while John Stuart 
’97 coaches at Cheyney. Dave 
Livengood ’07 is an assistant 
at Carnegie Mellon University 
in Pittsburgh. Brad Potts 
’05, M’07 is the strength and 

conditioning coach at Lafayette 
College in Easton. Tony 
Marciano ’78 is the assistant 
head coach at University of the 
Incarnate Word in San Antonio, 
Texas. He’s also the offensive 
coordinator and offensive line 
coach for the Cardinals. Chad 
Jamison ’97, M’99 is the 
director of high school relations, 
where he helps with recruiting, 
at North Carolina State.

Martin Streight ’95 was a 
standout thrower on the IUP 
track and field team, and he has 
parlayed that into a successful 
NFL career as a strength and 
conditioning coach. He’s now 
in his seventh season with 
the Minnesota Vikings, and 
he has previously worked 
with the Arizona Cardinals 
and Philadelphia Eagles. Ben 
McAdoo ’00 was promoted 
during the offseason from tight 
ends coach to quarterbacks 
coach for the NFL’s Green Bay 
Packers. Chad Henry ’96, 
M’98, son of Boardwalk Bowl 
team member Jack Henry 

’69, began his 15th season as a 
scout for the Detroit Lions.

Terry Totten ’81, M’83 is in 
his eighth season as the head 
coach at Central Catholic 
High School in Pittsburgh. He 
guided the Vikings to the PIAA 
Class AAAA state title in 2007. 
Sixteen of his seniors from 
2011 are now playing college 
football. Jason Rose ’07 is the 
junior varsity head coach and 
a varsity assistant at Rockville 
High School in Maryland.

Softball
Following two seasons as an 
assistant coach at Tusculum 
College in Tennessee, Julie 
Huebner ’06 was promoted 
to head coach in June. The 
Pioneers will begin their 
first season under Huebner 
early next year, with hopes 
of building upon their 2012 
season, in which they tied a 
school record for wins, with 32.

Swimming 
After serving as the director of 
the National Training Center 
and head coach for USA 
Diving for three years, John 
Wingfield ’85, M’88 was 
hired in August as assistant 
diving coach at Indiana 
University. And following a 
successful tenure as a high 
school football coach, David 
Mason ’83 has begun work as 
the diving coach at Keene State 
in New Hampshire.

Tennis
Since 1989, the director of 
tennis at Bermuda Run 
Country Club in North 
Carolina has been Bill Appelt 
’83, who played for a number 
of years at both the college and 
professional levels.

Volleyball 
The Saint Francis University 
women’s volleyball team, 
under the guidance of fifth-
year coach Chuck Mullen 
’02, M’04, began its season 
with a bang by beating the 
host team at the West Virginia 
University Invitational. 
Last year, Mullen guided 
the Red Flash to a berth in 
the Northeast Conference 
championship match. m

BY MATTHEW BURGLUND

For up-to-the-minute news on IUP sports,
visit www.iupathletics.com. There you’ll 

find all the newest news Namedroppers can’t 
bring you because of deadline constraints.
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IUP Athletic Hall of Fame inductees were recognized during halftime of the September 15 football 
game. Front row, from left: Jack Bizyak, Bill Dawson, Derek Brinkley, Barry Gasdek, Bernie Kish for the 
late Nick Kish, and John Marefka. Second row: Michael Driscoll, IUP president; Stephanie Spingola, 
representing her late husband, Mike Spingola; inductees Julie Giacomin, Ronald Steele, Amber Plowden, 
Richard Lynch, Jai Hill, James Russell, and Paul Neatrour; Bell Ringer awardees Walt Lewis and Sue 
Lamm Lewis; and Frank Condino, IUP athletic director. 

For their support of scholarships for current IUP football players, 
members of the 1968 Boardwalk Bowl team were honored during a 
game in September. From left: coach Chuck Klausing, Bob Basehore 
Jr. ’71, Jack Henry ’69, Dale Hall ’69, Rob Barto ’71, Chad Ruffner ’71, 
Jerry Clark ’69, IUP President Michael Driscoll, Carmine Cortazzo ’70, 
Bob Strouse ’70, Harry Kaufman ’71, and Bob Lasser ’71, M’83. 
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O n a snowy day last January, 
hundreds of students gathered 
in the Hadley Union Building to 
pay tribute to the 9,438 alumni, 

parents, and friends of the university who 
made gifts to IUP through the Annual 
Fund. In an event known as Tuition 
Freedom Day—one that symbolized the 
time in the academic year when tuition 
dollars stop paying for students’ education 
and private gifts begin to cover the cost—
students stopped by for a snack and to write 
thank-you notes.

Emily Davis Smeltz ’01, M’02, whose office 
runs the Annual Fund and organizes 
student giving programs on campus, 
believes students learn something 
important from activities like Tuition 
Freedom Day, which is being retooled this 
year as IUP Philanthropy Day. 

“They need to know how the generosity 
of others affects their educational 

environment,” Smeltz said. “They need to 
know that alumni give to IUP through 
the phonathon, direct mail, or through our 
e-mail campaigns—that gifts from alumni 
and others help to fund many things on 
our campus that directly affect them. It’s 
important that they thank those who have 
treated them so well. 

“And, they’re surprised. When they find 
out how many people have given to IUP 
to their benefit, they feel compelled to take 
a moment to write a postcard to thank a 
donor. We don’t have to ask twice.”

That moment of recognition also has 
sparked in students awareness about the 
needs of their campus. Smeltz theorizes 
that students today tend to be more aware 
than their predecessors of what their tuition 
costs and what their debt will be when they 
graduate. In addition, they tend to be more 
brand conscious and want to know they’re 
graduating from a school that has the best 

of everything—including a reputation that 
will help them to compete in the job market.

Smeltz’s office also facilitates the Senior 
Class Gift program, through which class 
members choose IUP initiatives to support. 
“While they aren’t always able to give large 
sums, students are more cognizant than 
ever that their own contributions can mean 
something,” she said.

The Senior Class Gift experienced a 64 
percent increase in number of gifts in 
2012, the program’s 12th year. Most of the 
campaign’s proceeds were directed toward 
the Sutton Scholarship, a new scholarship 
being used to recruit high-achieving 
students, and the Science Discovery 
and Outdoor Learning Center, a fully 
equipped pavilion next to Stouffer Hall that 
teacher education majors use to facilitate 
programming for local elementary students. 

Likewise, the IUP Ambassadors 
organization has funded several 
initiatives through its annual tuition 
raffle, established in 1994. Proceeds have 
supported scholarships, Six O’Clock Series 
programming, books and technology for 
IUP Libraries, and the technology in the 
Science Discovery and Outdoor Learning 
Center.

“Awareness of how gifts make IUP a better 
place is sparking attention,” Smeltz said. 
“Truly, students are interested in seeing 
their university be its best. They recognize 
the importance to them personally, and 
they see it will be valuable to them after 
they graduate.” m

Investing in 
Themselves

By Regan Houser

The number of students who make a gift to 
IUP from their own pockets or through their 
own fund-raising efforts has increased steadily 
in the last three years. Their generosity may 
be sparked by the example their predecessors, 
IUP alumni, set when they give to their alma 
mater.

Since April, the 11 national social sororities under the Panhellenic Association have been renting meeting rooms in the old R&P building along 
Church Street in downtown Indiana. On Homecoming, October 6, some sororities welcomed their alumnae to tour their new facilities. In the 
Alpha Sigma Tau meeting space were, from left, Maria Speca, Heather Weaver ’11, Katie Gillman ’11, Patti Simmons ’72, chapter advisor Lisa 
Andrus Dupnock ’97, M’00, D’10, Tanecha Campbell ’12, and Molly Feazel-Orr, chapter president. 

SPACE FOR SORORITIES
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Scholarships Carry Greatest Impact
While gifts that benefit program enhancements and capital improvements do 
improve the student experience, scholarships most directly affect students’ 
ability to spend more time studying and less time working to pay their tuition 
and expenses—or incurring more debt. The following efforts reach the most 
students.

Sutton Scholarship
Established last year, the Sutton Scholarship is being used by the Office of 
Admissions to recruit high-achieving undergraduate students. Students who 
are chosen to receive the scholarship will earn $2,000 per year and will have 
a chance to renew the scholarship for up to four years, based on academic 
performance.

Dean’s Merit Scholarships
Some students struggle with tuition, but others find extra costs difficult to 
overcome. For example, study abroad or professional conferences can provide 
a life-changing experience, but their costs are often out of reach. Dean’s Merit 
Scholarships allow those who oversee the academic community to give 
students in need of financial assistance access to those experiences.

Fund for IUP
An unrestricted account, the Fund for IUP assists the university with the greatest need at any time. Most recently, the Fund for IUP helped to 
cover the initial funding needed to kick off the Sutton Scholarship. While alumni, students, and faculty and staff members are contributing to 
the scholarship now, the Fund for IUP has enabled the university to offer it to students who will enter IUP next fall. 

Your Investment Will Help Students
Readers interested in assisting students through scholarship support may do so immediately by visiting www.iup.edu/giveagift or by 
responding to calls from IUP’s student-run phonathon or letters and e-mail messages from the Office of Annual Giving.

Students gathered during Tuition Freedom Day 2012 to 
write thank-you notes to IUP donors. From left: Chrystal 
Eady, Ryan Egan, and Amanda Ocando. 

Signs are placed around campus at 
the beginning of each academic year 
to heighten student awareness about 
alumni generosity. 
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ALL ABOUT ALUMNI

William Dean ’55 reports that 
he gets to see his four children, 
six grandchildren, and two 
great-grandchildren every 
week. Read a letter he sent to 
IUP Magazine on page 6.

An exhibition of new works 
by Ned Wert ’58, painter 
and professor emeritus of art 
at IUP, will run through the 
holidays at the Lynden Gallery 
in Elizabethtown. The exhibit 
represents two years of work 

toward a goal of producing 
more than 30 pieces that, while 
unified, would “expand new 
visions of the artist’s thinking.” 
Ned lives in Brush Valley, 
Indiana County.

Renowned soprano Renée 
Fleming will perform in IUP’s 
Fisher Auditorium on March 
2, 2013, at 8:00 p.m. She was 
born in Indiana to Edwin 
Fleming ’59, M’66 and 
Patricia Seymour Fleming 
Alexander ’59.

1960s
The grand marshals of this 
year’s Homecoming parade 
were Kathryn Rend 
Armstrong, Terry Bunton, 
and Louise Bollman Kinter, 
all of the Class of 1962. Kathryn, 
a member of Sigma Sigma 
Sigma, is a retired teacher living 
in Indiana. A member of Delta 
Sigma Phi, Terry retired after 
21 years in the Army, 22 years 
with First Commonwealth 
Financial Corporation, and 
four years as an independent 
contractor. He lives in Indiana. 
Louise, a former president of 
Sigma Sigma Sigma, is a retired 
elementary school remedial 
math teacher and instructional 
support teacher. A resident of 
Bethlehem, she also worked 
as an adjunct professor at 
Moravian College. See a photo 
on the Alumni Extra website.  

A retired hospital administrator 
and former teacher and 
counselor, Bob Henger ’63 
recently wrote a book, The 
Silent Generation, 1925-1945, 
about his life experiences as 
a member of the group, born 
mainly during the Great 
Depression and World War II. 
Bob, who lives in Birmingham, 
Alabama, with his wife, 
Jan, said he wrote the book 
primarily for friends and family. 

It includes a chapter about his 
time at Indiana State College, 
and excerpts are available on 
the IUP Magazine website, 
www.iup.edu/magazine. 

Theta Chi fraternity brothers 
from the classes of 1960-64 held 
a reunion at Treasure Lake in 
July. Patsy Monteleone ’64 
submitted a group photo that 
appears on the Alumni Extra 
website.

Retired from teaching, six 
alumnae from the 1960s who 
have met monthly for the last 
14 years report that they “often 
wonder how we found time to 
teach with our busy lives.” They 
are Jane Ludwig Broudy ’65, 
of Mount Lebanon; Barbara 
Delafield Mitchell ’65, of 
Wilkins Township; Lorraine 
Mailki Biel ’66, of Mentor, 
Ohio; Mary Bowser Mohr 
’66, of Fort Myers, Florida, and 
Bedford; Mary Sue Prokop ’66, 
of North Braddock; and Leila 
Esper Bekic ’67, of Erie. They 
shared a photo from one of 
their recent gatherings on the 
Alumni Extra website.

On an anniversary of the U.S. 
bombings of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki, Eva Jane Savel 
Bolents ’68 was interviewed 
by the El Paso (Texas) Times 
about her experiences as 
a young U.S. Navy nurse 
stationed in Guam during 
World War II. There, she 
cared for 12 survivors of the 
USS Indianapolis, which 
experienced one of the worst 
naval losses in U.S. history 
after being sunk by Japanese 
submarine torpedoes. Later 
in her career, Eva Jane taught 
pediatrics at the university 
level. A Clearfield native, she 
moved to El Paso in recent 
years to be closer to her 
children.

1970s
At the Last Frontier Theater 
Conference, Prairie Coteau was 
selected as Best Play, and writer 
Liam Mitchell M’70 received 
the Sue Nims Distinguished 
Playwright Award, along 
with $1,000.  The play also 
was selected for a reading, 
directed by Austin Pendleton, 
at the Abingdon Theatre in 
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Have you noticed this icon at the end of a class note? It means that more information and often photos 
are available on the IUP Magazine website under Alumni Extra, www.iup.edu/magazine/alumniextra.

1950s 
On the 80th birthday of Gwen Lewis Botti ’53, her friends 
who have stayed in touch since their graduation from Indiana 
State Teachers College gathered for a surprise party. The photo 
shows, from left, Audrey DeMaria McGreevy ’53, Joan 
Everly Boyd ’54, and Gwen. Missing from the photo are 
two more ’53 graduates, Shirley Ullom Filcik and Peggy 
Kracht Scalpello. The former Phi Kappa Sigma (now Sigma 
Kappa) sorority sisters have kept in close contact and supported 
each other through illnesses and deaths of loved ones, wrote 
Gwen’s daughter, Diane Botti McDonald ’78. Gwen and her 
husband, James Botti ’55, have been in the music business 
since graduating with Music Education degrees and owned 
Brighton Music Center for more than 50 years. Through a 
donation by Shirley Filcik, a practice room in Cogswell Hall is 
named for them. Diane noted that she and her husband, Dave 
McDonald ’78, have stayed close to Darla DiCicco Elkin ’77 
and her husband, Gary Elkin ’78. But during their IUP days, 
Diane did not realize Darla’s father, late Music Department 
professor Daniel DiCicco ’54, was a friend of her parents.

Some notable supporters of IUP sports were recognized during 
the football team’s season opener in September. Although 
he worked many years in Harrisburg, Jack Reefer Jr. ’69 
managed to bring his distinctive “I-U-P” cheer to a number of 
home and away games before he retired from the Pennsylvania 
Department of Transportation and moved back to Indiana. In 
2008, he established a football scholarship in memory of his 
parents, Jack and Dorothy Reefer, and a band scholarship in 
honor of Daniel DiCicco, his former marching band director. 
Jerry Clark ’69, a former IUP defensive back, was recognized 
for leading the efforts of his 1968 Boardwalk Bowl team in 
providing scholarship support to three players on the current 
football roster. Jerry and his wife, Cheryl Dunlap Clark ’68, 
live in DuBois. During the on-field recognition, Jerry was joined 
by his Boardwalk Bowl teammates and former coach Chuck 
Klausing. A photo appears in Name Droppers.

Since 2011, Rick McMaster ’72, M’74 has been a science, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) advocate 
for IBM in Austin, Texas, which has involved working with 
educational institutions and businesses to create alliances 
that promote STEM fields, as well as choosing best practices 
for IBM to endorse. Rick’s work also has taken him into 
classrooms, where he demonstrates the physics of very cold 
materials as his alter ego Dr. Kold and gives a microvolts-to-
megavolts demonstration as Professor Sparky. To communicate 
innovations in STEM solutions, Rick has tweeted as Dr. Kold and 
written a monthly column in the MIT STEM Pals newsletter. 
He also has contributed two “How Cold Is Cold?” videos to 
the MIT BLOSSOMS video library for high school students. In 
recognition of his work to support STEM outreach, Rick was 
included in the “100 Who Make a Difference” as part of IBM’s 
centennial celebration. He lives in Austin with his wife, Leslie 
Chick McMaster ’74, who also does student outreach, but with 
the Austin Humane Society.

November. Liam has been a 
playwright and actor for 25 
years, appearing in Law and 
Order, The Wire, American Dad, 
and In Treatment: Private and 
Confidential, as well as many 
films, off-Broadway plays, 
and commercials. His latest 
film, Clutter, will be released 
in 2013. He and his wife and 
collaborator, Barbara, live in 
a brownstone in Greenwich 

 Jack Reefer Jr. ’69, left, with IUP President Michael Driscoll 

In a classroom demonstration, Rick McMaster ’72, M’74 uses a 
Van de Graaff generator to make aluminum pie plates fly.

Village, New York City. Liam 
was also an assistant football 
coach at IUP in 1968 and ’69. 

Freelance musician Lyn Davis 
Banghart ’71 made her second 
trip to the Baltimore Symphony 
Orchestra Academy, a weeklong 
program in which participants 
play side by side with BSO 
musicians under Marin Alsop, 
music director. This year, a 
photo of Lyn in rehearsal 
appeared July 15 in the New 
York Times, in print and online, 

with a story by Times reporter 
Daniel Wakin, an academy 
participant on clarinet. During 
the academy, Lyn performed 
in a horn quartet with BSO 
principal horn Philip Munds. 
Lyn and her husband, John 
Banghart ’71, live in Easton, 
Maryland. 

The Greater Alleghenies Region 
of the American Red Cross 
presented Skip McGreevy 
’71 with the Clara Barton 
Award in June. Recognizing 
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meritorious service in 
volunteer leadership positions, 
the Clara Barton Award is the 
highest honor the Red Cross 
bestows on volunteers. The 
Greater Alleghenies Region 
encompasses more than 100 
counties in six states. 

On the first anniversary of Steve 
Jobs’s death, Nancy Vetakis 
Keene ’72 posted on her blog, 
The Perfect Fit, the reasons she 
believes the Apple founder 
was so successful. Nancy was 
a public relations consultant 
who crossed paths with Jobs in 
1984, the year of the Macintosh 
launch. Now a corporate 
leadership consultant, Nancy 
received the Distinguished 
Alumni Award earlier this year. 
Read more at www.iup.edu/
career/news.

A past president of the 
Pennsylvania Art Education 
Association, John Skrabalak 
’72 was inducted as a PAEA 
fellow during this year’s 
conference in Harrisburg. No 
more than 3 percent of the 
group’s membership receives 
this honor. A painter, John 
retired as an art teacher at 
Altoona Area High School in 
2008.

Even though he retired from 
the IUP Art Department three 
years ago, Chris Weiland ’72 is 
continuing the “harvest to use” 
practices he helped to initiate 
at the Center for Turning and 
Furniture Design. When six 
catalpa trees fell in a microburst 
in Greensburg, Chris harvested 
the wood and has begun 
turning it on the lathe. See him 
working with the trees on the 
Alumni Extra website. 

Married in June in Ocean 
Isles, North Carolina, Denise 
Mirandola ’73 and Ronald 
Veronese now live in 
Meadville. Denise works for the 
Pennsylvania State Education 
Association, and Ron is retired.

Beth Zellers ’73 has retired 
from teaching after 37 years, 
the last 35 at Cucamonga 
(California) Middle School. She 
taught various subjects but said 
her main loves were physical 
education and journalism. 
Over the years, she coached 
basketball, volleyball, soccer, 
and track and served as the 
athletic director. She was also 
the school newspaper advisor 
for the past 20 years.

After 38 years of teaching at 
Anne Arundel County Public 
Schools in Maryland, Terry 
Hicks ’74 has retired. He was 
the math department chair at 
Old Mill Middle School for 25 
years and spent the last 10 years 
teaching Geometry, Algebra II, 
and Pre-Calculus to as many 
as four schools at the same 
time via webcam. Originally 
from Salina, he has lived near 
Annapolis, Maryland, for the 
last 38 years. Terry and his wife, 
Amy, started his retirement 
with a trip to Alaska.

A retired Marion Center Area 
High School principal and 
Saltsburg High School business 
teacher, Tom Trunzo ’74, 
M’78 recently designed and 
released Picnic in the Park, an 
educational children’s game, 
as an application for the iPad, 
iPhone, and iPod touch. Learn 
more at www.tjgameapps.com.

The New Pittsburgh Courier 
recognized Shirley Howard 
Johnson ’75, M’80, a faculty 
member in IUP’s Department 
of Professional Studies in 
Education, as one of 50 
Women of Excellence for her 
professional accomplishments 
and commitment to Pittsburgh.

A blend of oral history and 
graphic novel, Reel History: 
The Lost Archive of Juma 
Sultan and the Aboriginal 
Music Society is a new book by 
Stephen Farina ’76. In the 
story, Juma takes Stephen to a 
decrepit barn that turns out to 
be a treasure trove of reel-to-

reel audio tapes and films of jam 
sessions and jazz performances 
from the 1960s and ’70s. In 
addition to his IUP degree in 
communication education, 
Stephen has a master’s in 
English from the University 
of Maine and a Ph.D. in 
communication and rhetoric 
from Rensselaer Polytechnic 
Institute.

Art Education graduates Betty 
Tomayko Graff ’76 and Dale 
Graff ’77 now operate the Oak 
Noggin bed and breakfast, 
which they reconstructed 
from two original log homes 
in Jefferson Hills, south of 
Pittsburgh. They described the 
project as a creative endeavor, 
having done the reconstruction 
work themselves. Their 
daughter, Elissa, is a student at 
IUP majoring in Management/
Entrepreneurship and Small 
Business Management.

Cleveland-based Fairport Asset 
Management has appointed 
Jonathon McAwley ’76 
as an advisory member of 
its Investment Committee. 
Jonathon is director of Benefit 
Investment and Financing at 
PPG Industries, where he has 
been employed since 1982. 

In the 2012 edition of 
Chambers USA, Kim Burke 
’77 of Taft Stettinius & Hollister, 
LLP, was named a top-ranked 
attorney and leader in the 
field in natural resources and 
environment. Chambers & 
Partners, a London-based 
company specializing in legal 
publishing, produces guides 
that list the top lawyers in 175 
countries.

After 31 years of working 
for the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, Kristi Caldwell 
Eiswerth ’77 retired in 
February of last year from the 
Department of Public Welfare. 
Her husband, Mark Eiswerth 
’78, died in August in Houston, 
Texas.

Complex Simplicity, an 
exhibition of mixed media 
drawings and oil and encaustic 
paintings by Michael 
Campbell ’77, M’80, ran 
through October in the Huber 
Art Center’s Kauffman Gallery 
at Shippensburg University. His 
drawings combine watercolor, 
acrylic, and ink washes with 
permanent inks on archival 
paper, and images in the 
exhibit were inspired by travel 
experiences in Italy and study 
at the Art Students League 
of New York. Michael is a 
professor in Shippensburg’s Art 
and Design Department.

A Communications Media 
faculty member at IUP, David 
Lind ’77, M’79 participated 
in a panel discussion at the 
Sports Video Group’s College 
Sports Video Summit in Atlanta 
in June. The panel discussed 
how students can realize their 
dreams of working in the 
professional industry.

Stephen Arbogast ’78 was 
appointed senior chaplain 
and chair of the Religious 
Studies Department at the 
National Cathedral School in 
Washington, D.C. Previously, 
he served as chair of the 
Religion, Philosophy, and 
Ethics Department at Trinity 
School in New York City. His 
career has included serving as 
a vice president with Goldman 
Sachs and working with the 
Peace Corps in the Republic of 
Benin in West Africa, where 
he taught management and 
organization at the Institut 
National d’Economie.

Jeff Boarts ’78 recently 
published his first e-book, A 
Flash of Murder, a mystery 
about a serial killer who strikes 
in Kittanning during the 1950s.

An attorney with the 
Pennsylvania labor union 
and employment law firm 
Willig, Williams & Davidson, 
Margaret Judge Amoroso 
’79 was elected in the spring 

ARRIVALS

1970s
To John McKivigan ’71 
and Heather Kaufman-
McKivigan, a daughter, 
Aurora Cecelia, March 3, 
2012. 

1990s
To Daniel Francis ’91 and 
Michele Geer Francis ’92, 
M’99, a daughter, Eliana 
Noelle, July 26, 2012. To 
Danea Williamson Koss 
’99 and Justin Koss ’01, a 
son, Roan Griffith, February 
10, 2012. To David Saurman 
’99 and Petronya Saurman, 
a son, Noah David, August 
28, 2012. 

2000s
To Craig Haas ’00 and 
Jennifer Tarasovich Haas 
’03, a son, Liam, July 14, 2012. 
To Jennifer Lamberson 
Kitelinger ’00 and 
Shannon Kitelinger ’00, a 
daughter, Alexis Dawn, July 
25, 2011. To Ali Zemanek 
Orrino ’00 and Tom Orrino, 
a son, Thomas, April 7, 2011. 
To Heidi Brooks Peters ’00 
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to the Township Council 
of Middletown Township, 
Delaware County. She is also 
an assistant county solicitor, 
a position she has held since 
1991.

After 33 years of teaching 
first grade, Carol Crawshaw 
Conrad ’79 retired in June from 
Pendleton County Schools in 
West Virginia.

and Spencer Peters, a daughter, 
Hadley Shea, April 11, 2012. 
To Mandy Estnick Cooper 
’01, M’06 and Ernie Cooper, a 
daughter, Summer Faith, June 
23, 2012. To Kelly Hiltabidle 
Kaskan ’01, M’06 and John 
Kaskan ’04, a daughter, Piper 
Alyce, May 8, 2012. To Becky 
Boarts Milligan ’01, M’03 
and James Milligan ’01, a 
daughter, Tatum Louise, June 4, 
2012. To Jeff Mueller ’01 and 
Lindsay Figel Mueller ’01, a 
son, Nathan Nicholas, May 30, 
2012. To Chris Firmstone ’02 
and Jessica Hoffer Firmstone 
’02, a son, Gunner Richard, July 
2, 2012. To Amy Campbell 
’03 and Jimmy Edwards, a son, 
Julian Michael, July 5, 2011. To 
Erika Gabriel Dishong ’03, 
M’07 and William Dishong 
Jr., a son, Alexander William, 
May 21, 2012. To Courtnay 
McClinton Epler ’03 and Kyle 
Epler, twin daughters, Cassidy 
and Avery, January 14, 2012. 
To Farid Zerfa ’03, M’06 and 
Teresa Reilly Zerfa ’04, a son, 
Nassim Rabah, May 26, 2012. 
To Katie Cornelio Kuczynski 
’06 and Ryan Kuczynski ’07, a 
son, Rocco Daniel, July 19, 2012. 
To Shelley Cook Mix ’06 and 
Troy Mix, a son, Henry Everett, 
June 16, 2012. To Abby Apter 
Rose ’07, M’08 and Jason 
Rose ’07, a son, Bentley Aaron, 
November 7, 2011. To Ashley 
Reefer-Atkinson Stefancik 
’07 and Kyle Stefancik, a 
daughter, Raegan Mae, 
September 8, 2011. To Lacey 
Appenzellar Ziegler ’07 
and Ronald Ziegler, twin sons, 
Dakota Lee and Peyton Brooks, 
July 9, 2012. 

In early September, Mickey 
Straub ’79 set out in his 
Lincoln Town Car on a cross-
country trip to visit 50 state 
capitols in 50 days. His journey 
began in Gettysburg and was to 
conclude in Springfield, Illinois, 
in late October. Mickey said 
he was attempting the trip for 
personal and patriotic reasons, 
and he planned to invite others 
to join him on the steps of each 
capitol to recite the Gettysburg 
Address. Ultimately, he 
hoped to inspire Americans to 
recommit to what he described 
as Abraham Lincoln’s core 
principles: God, liberty, unity, 
and equality. President of a 
performance measurement and 
management company in Burr 
Ridge, Illinois, Mickey is also 
founder of the nonprofit group 
Proud to Be Republican, LLC. 
Learn more about his journey at 
www.50capitolsin50days.com. 

1980s
Atmospheric Perspectives, an 
exhibition of new paintings by 
John Bell ’80, was featured in 
August in the Darrin McHone 
Gallery in Harrisonburg, 
Virginia.

Citrin Cooperman’s 
Philadelphia accounting, tax, 
and business consulting firm 
fielded the top-earning team in 
the American Cancer Society’s 
Relay for Life in Ocean City, 
New Jersey, in June. The team 
raised more than $5,500 in 
the fight against cancer. This 
year’s walk held particular 
significance for the firm, as team 
captain and Citrin Cooperman 
partner Jeff Gittler ’80 would 
celebrate one year of being 
cancer free in August. 

In her book Witnessing 
Conversations with Heaven: 
A True Story of Love from the 
Afterlife, Susan Kastner ’81, 
’82 shares her account of the 
signs shared between a friend 
who died three years ago and 
her friend’s husband, who 

The assistant commander 
for NAVAIR logistics and 
industrial operations, CJ 
Jaynes ’79, M’82 made 
naval history with her 
recent promotion to flag 
officer. She became the 
Navy’s 79th woman 
promoted to rear admiral 
and the first woman 
at NAVAIR and in 
the Navy’s aerospace 
maintenance duty 
officer community to be 
promoted to flag officer. 
“CJ’s a motivator and 
a visionary,” said Vice 
Admiral David Architzel, 
who was commander of 
NAVAIR and presided 
over the promotion 
ceremony. Hundreds 
of colleagues, family 
members, and friends 
were on hand to honor the 
Greensburg native.

is still living. She based the 
book largely on the husband’s 
journal, in which he recorded in 
detail each message or sign he 
has perceived since his wife’s 
death. Susan, who lives in Las 
Vegas and works in the gaming 
technology industry, hopes the 
book will inspire readers to pay 
attention—“the signs [loved 
ones] send to us here on Earth 

can come in all forms, big and 
small.” Published by Balboa 
Press, the book is available 
through the publisher’s website 
and other sources.

Executive director of HC 
Drug Free, Joan Webb 
Scornaienchi ’81, M’82 
was named one of the “Most 
Admired CEOs” in Maryland 



WWW.IUP.EDU/MAGAZINE 31WWW.IUP.EDU/MAGAZINE30

by the Daily Record. Earlier in 
the year, the statewide business 
and legal newspaper named 
her one of “Maryland’s Top 100 
Women.” She and her husband, 
John Scornaienchi ’79, live in 
Columbia.

After 25 years in various 
management roles, Geoffrey 
Szoke ’81 recently retired from 
the financial services industry. 
He and his wife, Rita, live in 
Wilkes-Barre and are the proud 
parents of three children, all of 
whom are registered nurses.

For the 12th consecutive year, 
Michael Tarquinio ’81, 
has received certificates of 
excellence in the American 
Graphic Design awards 
competition. He received five 
certificates this year. Michael 
is manager of communication 
design at Children’s Hospital of 
Pittsburgh of UPMC.

Diana Anderson Brush 
’82, M’83 was recently 
elected secretary of the 
Pennsylvania Association of 
Parliamentarians, a branch of 
the national association, which 
is the largest and oldest group 
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The national Phi Kappa Psi fraternity recently presented 
one of its highest honors, the Eddie Knight Award of Merit, 
to Bob Marchesani ’83 for his service to the fraternity and 
to Greek life. In addition to being active in his chapter as an 
undergraduate, he sat on the Phi Kappa Psi Executive Council 
for three years. Moving to Indianapolis after graduation, he 
worked for the North American Interfraternity Conference 
as assistant executive director and, in 1986, became the first 
full-time administrator to the Phi Kappa Psi foundation. 
Though he left the staff in 1989 to work in marketing at Lilly 
Pharmaceuticals, he continued to hold nationally appointed 
positions, such as director of public relations and outreach 
advisor. He also served for 10 years as advisor to the Indiana 
Zeta chapter at Butler University, named Grand Chapter of the 
fraternity in 1996. He is a member of the fraternity’s Order of 
the S.C. and recently concluded a two-year term as chairman of 
the North American Interfraternity Conference.

While the 2007 controversy over the New England Patriots’ 
videotaping of opposing-team signals outraged many football 
fans, few responded by writing a book. Bryan O’Leary ’87 
did. His recent release, Spygate: The Untold Story, tackles 
what he describes as widespread misinformation about an 
under-investigated story. “This is the first book dedicated to 
uncovering exactly what the New England Patriots were doing 
for six seasons, while winning three Super Bowls and setting 
numerous NFL records,” he stated in his introduction. A first-
time author but longtime NFL fan, Bryan has worked for more 
than 20 years in money management. He lives in the Dallas 
area with his wife, Paula, and three daughters. Learn more at 
www.spygatebook.com.

of specialists in the rules for 
conducting meetings in the 
United States. The Brookville 
resident serves as interim 
director of the Career Services 
Center at Clarion University. 
She has provided workshops 
on parliamentary procedure for 
more than 20 years.

During a 6,200-mile cross 
country journey, Sam Clutter 
’82, M’86 and his wife, Kim, 
visited with their friends Jim 
Todd ’79, M’89 and Beverly 
Russell in Flagstaff, Arizona, 
toured the downtown, and had 
an evening sighting of 40 elk—
one of which was “up close and 
personal.” Sam, the director 
of Public Safety at IUP, and 
Jim, who is retired, have been 
friends for 30 years, having met 

while they worked for the IUP 
Criminal Justice Training Center 
in the early 1980s.

Mark Greenawalt ’82 
has retired after 24 years 
as a systems analyst and 
information technology 
administrator in California local 
and district government. After 
25 years in Northern California, 
he relocated to Ormond-by-
the-Sea, Florida, and spent the 
summer in the Pittsburgh area.

After 25 years in law 
enforcement, Timothy Solla 
’83 retired in 2008 as chief of 
police in Allegheny Township, 
Westmoreland County, and 
worked for three years in 
corporate security management 
for Medco Health Solutions. 

The Freeport resident recently 
became security operations 
manager at UPMC Passavant.

Darlene Farren Piazza M’85, 
D’12 was appointed director 
of nursing at Pleasant View 
Retirement Community in 
Manheim. Previously the 
director of nursing at 58th 
Street Presbyterian Home in 
Philadelphia, she has held 
management positions in 
the occupational health and 
quality and compliance arenas 

and has filled the roles of nurse 
manager, critical care manager, 
and vice president of nursing 
in the acute-care setting. She 
is a licensed nursing home 
administrator and personal care 
administrator in Pennsylvania 
and holds numerous 
certifications. 

The International Youth 
Conditioning Association 
has recognized Margy Lang 
M’86 as a certified youth 
nutrition specialist. To earn the 

Bob Marchesani ’83, right, with Tryon Hubbard, Phi Kappa Psi 
past president

Bryan O’Leary ’87 and his wife, Paula

Susan Cipollini ’88 is senior 
channel marketing manager 
at Alarm.com, the technology 
developer of the first wireless, 
interactive home security 
system. Since graduation, 
she has lived in the D.C. 
metropolitan area near three of 
her sisters, Bridget Cipollini 
’86, Liz Cipollini Seagle 
’85, and Colette Cipollini-
Zellonis ’93. Siblings Martin 
Cipollini ’81, Priscilla 
Cipollini-Mistretta ’83, and 
Donald Cipollini ’90 also 
have IUP ties. Susan wrote, 
“We are all thankful for our 
IUP education and have fond 
memories of our time there!”

A program specialist with 
Montgomery County Aging and 
Adult Services, Susan Wenrick 
’89 received the Pennsylvania 
Immunization Coalition’s 
Immunization Champion 
Award for professional practice 
immunization leadership. 
The award was presented 
during the annual conference 
in July. She is the chair of 
the Montgomery County 
Immunization Coalition and 
vice chair of the Pennsylvania 
coalition.

1990s
Financial planning firm 
Hefren-Tillotson, Inc., recently 
hired Joseph Grunwald ’90 
as an associate vice president 
in its Upper St. Clair office. In 
this position, he advises clients 
on investing and retirement 
estate and tax planning. 
Joseph is a certified financial 
planner, investment advisor 
representative, and licensed 
agent for life, accident, and 
health insurance. He also has 
extensive experience with 
employee pension and benefit 
plans.

An instructor at Renton 
Technical College in the state 
of Washington, Stephen Cole 
’91 is pursuing a Master of Arts 
in Organizational Leadership at 
Gonzaga University and expects 

credential, she had to complete 
a comprehensive training 
course and pass a certification 
examination. Margy is a 
sports marketing and event 
management professional 
who has worked with sports 
leagues and associations 
for more than 20 years. She 
is president and founder of 
Sportive Marketing, Inc., and 
chief engagement officer and 
co-owner of Every1Fit, LLC, a 
fitness-consulting business.
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to graduate in 2014. Taking the 
Miller Analogies Test as part 
of the admission process, he 
earned a score that qualified 
him for Mensa membership 
and subsequently joined.

Marla Sink Druzgal, who 
started at IUP with the Class 
of 1991 and returned to finish 
her degree in 2001, recently 
received her M.F.A. in creative 
writing with a concentration 
in travel writing from Chatham 
University. The travel writing 
concentration led her on field 
seminars to Vietnam and 
England. Her thesis, “Lineage 
and Legacy,” is being revised 
and reworked for commercial 
publication. 

In March, Sonya Stewart 
M’91, M’96 accepted a position 
as coordinating processor in 
Realty Services at PNC Bank. 
She lives in Pittsburgh.

Psychologist Kimberly 
Young M’92, D’94 recently 
published her first novel, The 
Eighth Wonder. Described 
as a modern-day Bridges of 
Madison County, it takes place 
in Bradford, around the Kinzua 
Bridge, once the tallest railroad 
bridge and dubbed the “eighth 
wonder of the world.” The book 
is about an ambitious college 
professor and her community-
minded husband, whose 
marriage struggles after the 
death of his daughter.

National campus recruiting 
manager for Vector Marketing 
Corporation, Helen Brown 
’93 recently received the 
Distinguished Service Award 
from the Eastern Association of 
Colleges and Employers, which 
promotes ethical standards 
in the work force and acts as 
a resource for training and 
development. The Doylestown 
resident has been active in 
the association since 2001 and 
served as president in 2009-10. 

Randy Gearhart ’93 was 
promoted to the rank of 
professor and serves as chair 
of the Department of Health 
Sciences in the Schar College of 
Nursing and Health Sciences at 
Ashland University in Ohio. In 
addition, he recently became a 
fellow of the American College 
of Sports Medicine.

After accepting a position as 
finance manager with Walt 
Disney Parks and Resorts in 
the Credit Card Management 
Division, Robert Goldberg 
’93 has relocated to Orlando, 
Florida.

For the second year in a row, 
Marcus Keegan ’95, owner 
of Keegan Law Firm, LLC, was 
selected as a Rising Star by 
Super Lawyers and Atlanta 
Magazine. No more than 2.5 
percent of attorneys in Georgia 
receive this recognition.

An English professor at SUNY 
Rockland, Suzanne Cleary 
D’96 won the 2012 John Ciardi 
Prize for Poetry for her book 
manuscript “Beauty Mark,” to 
be published in fall 2013 by 
BkMk Press of the University of 
Missouri-Kansas City. This will 
be her third full-length poetry 
collection.

Linda Hall D’96, former chair 
and graduate coordinator of 
the Department of Student 
Affairs in Higher Education at 
IUP, retired in August after 30 
years at the university. Other 
positions she held at IUP 
include director of Housing and 
Residence Life, assistant vice 
president for Student Affairs, 
and director of the Center for 
Business Services and Card 
Administration.

Last summer, Jack O’Laughlin 
’96, M’97, a human resources 
employee at Edmunds.com, 
made use of his company’s 
sabbatical program and headed 
to Tokyo to volunteer for Second 
Harvest Japan. In addition to 
packaging food and distributing 

Have you noticed this icon at the end of a class note? It means that more information and often photos 
are available on the IUP Magazine website under Alumni Extra, www.iup.edu/magazine/alumniextra.

Actress Trisha Rae Stahl 
’98 has landed a recurring 
role in season four (fall 
2012) of Fox’s musical 
comedy-drama series 
Glee. She plays character 
Marley Rose’s mother, a 
school cafeteria worker. 
Trisha’s feature films have 
included Trailer Park of 
Terror and Kiss the Abyss, 
and she has appeared in 
the television series ER, 
Web series The Romantic 
Foibles of Esteban, and 
commercials. Originally 
from Williamsport, the 
Pasadena, California, 
resident studied special 
education at National 
University in Sherman 
Oaks after receiving her 
IUP degree in theater. She 
also ran a summer theater 
program at a school in 
Los Angeles for children 
with disabilities and 
behavioral challenges.

it to the needy, he shared his 
human resources expertise with 
the organization’s volunteer 
coordinator and assisted in 
preparing communications 
for foreign company partners. 
Edmunds.com, an online 
automotive-information 
resource based in Santa Monica, 
California, offers employees 
with 10 or more years of service 
the opportunity to take paid 
leave to pursue personal or 
professional enrichment. Jack 
has been with the company 12 
years.

A faculty member in the 
Department of Human 
Development and Family 
Studies at the University of 
Rhode Island, Annemarie 
Vaccaro M’96 co-wrote Safe 
Spaces: Making Schools and 
Communities Welcoming to 
LGBT Youth, a book published 
by Praeger that chronicles 
the struggles of lesbian, gay, 
bisexual, and transgender 
youth and offers strategies for 
support. Annemarie has served 
as a facilitator for the national 
Campus Pride professional 
series for LGBT student 
advisors and is co-creator of 
a fellows program designed 
to assist faculty members in 
making their curriculum LGBT 
inclusive. Her research on 
diversity has been published in 
a variety of journals.

Rebel from Back Creek: James 
Byron Dean (1931-1955), a 
book by Barbara Inman 
Beall D’98, was published by 
Aventine Press and released 
in May. More information 
is available at http://
booksbybeall.com.

Franz Kellermanns M’98 
was promoted to professor of 
management in the College of 
Business at the University of 
Tennessee in Knoxville, where 
he also directs the doctoral 
program in Organizations 
and Strategy. He received his 
Ph.D. from the University of 
Connecticut.

At the Three Rivers Arts 
Festival in Pittsburgh, Wade 
Kramm ’98 was one of five 
IUP students and alumni who 
took top honors. He won Best 
in Show for his sculpture String 
Chair in the Juried Visual Arts 
Exhibition. Wade was joined by 
winners Elizabeth Plakidas 
’12, Alison Terndrup ’12, and 
current students Seth Clark 
and Bryce Hemington.

2000s
When Christopher Plummer 
’00 and Colleen Brown ’04 
were married in August, the 
wedding party included Scott 
Plummer ’01 and current 
student Clint Phillips. The 
couple lives in Latrobe.

Welcoming newborn Piper 
Alyce Kaskan home were big 
brothers Carter, age five, and 
Tanner, age three. They are the 

children of Kelly Hiltabidle 
Kaskan ’01, M’06 and John 
Kaskan ’04, of Woodland.

Lukas Matthew Wiedlich, son 
of David Wiedlich ’02 and 
Kellie McGavin Wiedlich 
’03, at six months modeled his 
IUP gear for a photograph. See 
it on the Alumni Extra website. 

Several IUP alumni were 
in attendance for the April 

wedding of Amy Campbell 
’03 and Jimmy Edwards. The 
couple shared more good 
news for the magazine under 
Arrivals.

Wesley Cave ’03 is senior 
analyst at Complete Healthcare 
Resources, and Leah Boris 
Cave ’06 is a division recruiter 
at Bayada Home Health Care. 
Married in November of last 
year, they live in Hatfield.

When Scott Byrom ’04 and 
Melanie Hudak were married 
in July, their wedding party 
included groomsmen Brian 
Eyerman ’03 and Brandon 
Hunt ’03, M’06 and guests 
Bobby Finley ’03, Erica 
Farber Lowry ’03, Jason 
Borkowski ’04, Corey Lowry 
’04, and J. T. Hood ’05. See 
wedding photos on the Alumni 
Extra website.

Madison, Wisconsin, residents 
Joshua Filler ’04 and Molly 
Blehi Filler ’04 recently 
shared a photo taken in the Oak 
Grove after their 2006 wedding 
and a photo of their daughter, 
Violet Bean, at 20 months, in 
an IUP cheerleading outfit. 
Molly wrote that she sent 
the pictures to “brag about a 
very special ‘product’ of our 
matriculation” and to show 
that, “though we’re far from 
IUP, we still show our school 
spirit!” Molly is an e-learning 
designer for electronic medical 
record software company Epic, 
and Joshua is a philosophy 
professor at a liberal arts school 
in Ripon. Their photos appear 
on the Alumni Extra website. 

A member of Rotary since 
1991, Stephanie Urchick 
D’04 was recently appointed 
to the Board of Trustees of 
the International Rotary 
Foundation and will serve 
through June 2014. A member 
of the Canonsburg-Houston 
Rotary Club, Stephanie has 
served as a Rotary district 
governor and a representative 

for the Council on Legislation. 
Her international service 
has included working with 
immunizations in India 
and Nigeria, securing 
mammography equipment in 
Poland, and installing bio-
sand filters in homes in the 
Dominican Republic. A resident 
of Canonsburg, Stephanie 
is executive director of the 
Southpointe CEO Association 
and Southpointe Property 
Owners’ Association. She also 
works in business development 
for Robert Morris University 
and owns a presentation-skills 
coaching business.

An associate professor at the 
University of Texas of the 
Permian Basin, Rebecca Day 
Babcock D’05 recently co-
wrote Researching the Writing 
Center: Towards an Evidence 
Based Practice with Terese 
Thonus. The book’s publisher is 
Peter Lang.

When Punxsutawney Phil 
emerges from his home on 
February 2 to predict the 
weather for the next six weeks, 
he’ll be among four IUP 
alumni on the planning group 
known as the Inner Circle: Ron 
Ploucha ’71, Butch Philliber 
M’84, A. J. Dereume ’03, and 
Jason Grusky ’05. Jason wrote 
that Groundhog Day 2013 
will mark Phil’s 127th year of 
prognostication, and members 
of the Inner Circle, who stand 
out at Gobbler’s Knob in their 
top hats, are hoping for a record 
crowd as the event will fall on a 
Saturday. Jason, a math teacher 
at Punxsutawney Area High 
School, can be seen with Phil 
on the Alumni Extra website. 

After receiving her doctorate 
in August from the School of 
Physical Therapy at Belmont 
University in Nashville, 
Tennessee, Katie Glaws 
’07 began a 16-month sports 
physical therapy residency 
program at Ohio State 
University’s Wexner Medical 

Earlier this year, three IUP alumni served within the same 
task force of the 4th Brigade, 82nd Airborne Division, on an 
eight-month deployment in southern Afghanistan. Aaron 
Felter ’01, M’11, Mark Collins ’06, and Megan McFarling 
’11 were part of a unit tasked with securing an area heavy with 
Pakistani fighters and supporting a legitimate Government of 
Islamic Republic of Afghanistan. Mark, an Army captain, was 
an Airborne Field Artillery battalion logistics officer, supporting 
460 paratroopers and 500 Afghan National Security forces over 
two districts. Megan, a lieutenant, was the medical supply 
officer, distributing supplies to 4,000 troopers across a battle 
space the size of Rhode Island. A major, Aaron was the battalion 
operations officer and was responsible for operational planning 
for the 400 paratroopers tasked with securing the area, training 
a local police force, building community resiliency, and helping 
local leaders work with higher levels of government. He is also 
a former assistant professor of military science at IUP. The three 
discussed how their experiences at IUP helped them in their 
field in a write-up appearing on the Alumni Extra website.

From left: Captain Mark Collins, Major Aaron Felter, and 
Lieutenant Megan McFarling
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DEATHS
1931: Lois McCarrell Brown
1933:  Catherine Boyd Hugh, 
Charlotte Chapman Robinson
1934:  Althea Harrold 
Rodenberger
1938:  Alice Ellenberger Routch
1939:  Margaret Younkin 
Crisafulli, Stephen Glass, Dixie 
Beachy Otto, Dorothy Clawson        
Overdorff, Rocco Romeo
1941:  Robert Kirk, Sarah 
Caldwell Leech
1942:  Frank Alcamo, Lois 
Wilson Heilman
1945:  Jeane Russell Buell
1946:  William Butler Sr., Helen 
Berner Marsh, Betty Hunter 
Seyler
1947:  Isabel Edwards Barney, 
Amy Hall Day, Rosemary 
Simmons Nicholls
1948:  Mary Boarts Frick
1949:  Mary Lantzy Bearer, Paul 
Spears, Nellie Shaffer Way
1950:  Donald Clapper, Janet 
Brazil Erlinger, Daniel Lieb, 
Keith Miller, Jean Johnson           
Strawcutter
1951:  Marguerite Miller Beatty
1952:  Mary Jane Long Kemp
1953:  Frederick Betts, James 
McKelvey Jr.
1954:  Margaret Kuhl, Dorothy 
Lingenfelter
1955:  Shirley Miller Ohl, Glenn 
Roberts, Vincent Zugay

1956:  Eugene Abplanalp, 
Donald Clarke, Gerald Klaum, 
Stanley Servinsky
1957:  Edward McNutt
1958:  La Verna Schultz 
Knapenberger
1959:  Loretta Fancsalszki 
Ackerman-Bechtel, Helen 
Strassner Russell, Lydia McCoy 
Short, Maxine Rising Wellen
1960:  Paul Feeley, John 
Higgins, Nancy Donnelly Zana
1961:  Frank Farina, Marion 
Agostino Panico
1962:  Olga Kibsey Elias, Elaine 
Norbury
1963:  Joseph Bianco, Larry 
Collar, Merle Fisher, Richard 
Steponic
1964:  Marilyn Crooks Wintrode
1965:  Richard Benton, Robert 
Buchko
1966:  David Cramer, Walter 
Glamp (M), Mary Reitz, Karen 
Standiford Riggle, Helen 
Baumgardner Shrader
1967:  John Pesarchick (M)
1968:  Barbara Harrington 
Knotts
1970:  Margaret Nerthling 
Hevel, Cheryl Wiles Schaefer, 
Judith Woodburn Stanyard
1971:  Hugh Lutton, Marcia 
Everett Polanis, Doris Cherry 
Skowronek, David Walker
1972:  Marlene Buterbaugh 
Black, Frank Schatko, Frank 
Tolliver Sr.
1973:  Bernadette Sullivan 
Palchak

1974:  Elaine Otto Langley
1975:  Michael Altmire, Mary 
Gearey Clark (M), Genevieve 
Goodhart, Dolores Bice 
Hartman
1976:  Mary Jo Branthoover, 
Deborah Heimer (M)
1977:  Alfred Funari (M), Karen 
Owens Storm
1978:  Mark Eiswerth, Keithley 
Mulvihill
1979:  Charles Griggs, Brian 
Walsh
1980:  Laura Rich Hagerman
1984:  Carol Kmetz
1985:  Lenora Maxwell 
Stockton (M)
1987:  Donald Gruesu
1990:  Daniel Gray, Rodney 
Stewart
1991:  Jennifer Paysse Rosen
1992:  David Dibenedetto (M)
1994:  Heidi Mitchneck 
Seeherman
1996:  Rebecca Anderson
1999:  Peter Narusewicz (D)
2000:  Nicole Farren Chichy
2002:  Mary Panczak Carberry 
(AA) 
2003:  Matthew Burkart (M)
2004:  Lauren Wilhide
2006:  Brandon Sheerer
2007:  Lori Ferguson
2009:  Lonnie Bowman
2010: Alexandria Misnik Gasior

Note:  In cases in which more than 
one IUP degree was earned, the year 
of only the first degree is indicated. 
Deaths of faculty members are 
reported in the Mentors section of the 
magazine.

Other Deaths
Cecilia Besecker, a junior 
majoring in Fashion 
Merchandising, died June 28, 
2012.

Nicholas Gustafson, a senior 
in the Health and Physical 
Education Department, died 
June 28, 2012.

Jacob Kallal, a sophomore 
in the College of Health 
and Human Services, died 
September 7, 2012.

Terry Manges, who retired 
from the Shipping and 
Receiving Department in 2004 
after 32 years of service, died 
August 28, 2012.

Verdon Young, a junior 
majoring in Physical Education 
and Sport, died July 1, 2012.

Timothy Zahumensky, a 
senior majoring in Nursing, 
died August 31, 2012.

1970s
Denise Mirandola ’73 to 
Ronald Veronese, June 1, 
2012. 

2000s
Christopher Plummer 
’00 to Colleen Brown 
’04, August 10, 2012. Amy 
Campbell ’03 to Jimmy 
Edwards, April 20, 2012. 
Wesley Cave ’03 to Leah 
Boris ’06, November 5, 
2011. Scott Byrom ’04 to 
Melanie Hudak, July 6, 2012. 
Heather Brien ’06 to Ryan 
Lauter ’06, August 31, 2012. 
Katie Cornelio ’06 to Ryan 
Kuczynski ’07, September 
5, 2009. Sarah Dausch ’06 

WEDDINGS

to Anthony McCafferty, June 
2, 2012. Shawn Miller ’07 
to Sara Craft ’08, M’09, July 
14, 2012. Micki Peterman 
’07 to Charles Lockard, May 
26, 2012. Melissa Anderson 
’08 to Matthew Bolyn ’08, 
September 17, 2011. Jason 
Gouldner ’09 to Katie 
Morgan ’09, July 7, 2012. 
Laura Mills ’09, ’10 to Brad 
Smith, July 21, 2012. Jeramie 
Byers ’10 to Nathanael 
Dean, May 26, 2012. Zach 
Graham ’11 to Stephanie 
Smathers ’11, May 21, 2011.  

Center. The residency is one of 
22 APTA-credentialed programs 
in sports physical therapy in 
the United States, and Katie 
was selected from among 30 
applicants. While at IUP, she 
was a standout on the women’s 
basketball team and a member 
of the Robert E. Cook Honors 
College. 

The July wedding of Shawn 
Miller ’07 and Sara Craft 
’08, M’09 included Dana 
Doctorick ’07, Amelia 
Ilgenfritz ’07, Brandon 
Schmitt ’07, M’08, Christine 
Vigna ’07, Anelia Litavish 
’08, Tiffany Sarnese ’08, and 
Jordan Treese ’08. Twenty-two 
alumni helped celebrate the 
wedding. The couple lives in 
Harrisburg.

An associate at Colliers 
International of Pittsburgh, 
Luke Hingson ’08 has 
earned a Master of Real Estate 
Development degree from 
Georgetown University. 
His thesis was on public 
and private partnerships 
and their impact on urban 
redevelopment. Specializing 
in investment brokerage 
services, Luke assists with the 
acquisition and disposition 
of investment properties for 
institutional and private clients. 

Eighteen IUP alumni from 
the classes of 1979 to 2011 
helped Jason Gouldner ’09 
and Katie Morgan ’09 to 
celebrate their wedding at the 
Hotel Hershey in July. They 
are Charles Gouldner ’79, 
Cathy Kowalski Gouldner 
’80, Maureen Cassidy 
Trovato ’80, Karyn Kowalski 
Mrowka ’97, Heather 
Bowden Oglesby ’97, Keith 
Myers ’06, Ryan Stefan ’07, 
Dan Chimino ’08, Andrew 
Shantz ’08, Craig Wilson 
’08, Emily Clawson ’09, 
Claire Greenhill ’09, Ryan 
Kennedy ’09, Ben Kift ’09, 
Nicole Blessing ’10, Sarah 
Gibbs ’11, Tyler Harner, and 

Steve Seaman. A group photo 
appears on the Alumni Extra 
website.

2010s
Several alumni were part 
of the wedding of Jeramie 
Byers ’10 and current student 
Nathanael Dean, who were 
married in May in Uniontown. 
The alumni were maids of 
honor Misty McCurdy ’10 and 
Jenna Lloyd ’10; bridesmaids 
Stacie Vance ’10, Sara 
Johnson ’10, Jessica Martin 
’11, and Jill Sheehe ’10; and 
best man Joshua Jones ’11. 
Alumnae guests were Megan 
Pavlick ’10 and Erin Bratton 
’10. See photos on the Alumni 
Extra website.

When Zach Graham ’11 and 
Stephanie Smathers ’11 were 
married last year in Blairsville, 
several students and alumni 
were in the wedding party. The 
couple lives in Woodbridge, 
Virginia. Stephanie is a high 
school Spanish teacher at 
Woodson High School in 
Fairfax, and Zach is pursuing a 
master’s degree in international 
affairs at American University 
in Washington, D.C.

While working toward his 
Master of Science in Sport 
Science degree at IUP, Josh 
Huger ’11, M’12 was inspired 
in a class to create the Swim 
Utopia website, which streams 
swim meets from around the 
world. Learn more at www.
swimutopia.com.

Recently joining the faculty of 
the Composition Program at 
Appalachian State University, 
Marcy Senese D’11 will teach 
undergraduate and graduate 
courses in writing, rhetoric, 
and composition. She also will 
mentor graduate teaching 
assistants and work as a faculty 
writing tutor at the ASU 
Writing Center.

Elizabeth Plakidas ’12 and 
Alison Terndrup ’12 were 
among five IUP students 
and alumni who took top 
honors at the Three Rivers Arts 
Festival in Pittsburgh. They 
won the Juror’s Choice Award 
for Collaboration 4 in the 
Juried Visual Arts Exhibition 
and were joined by winners 
Wade Kramm ’98 and current 
students Seth Clark, Best in 
Show, and Bryce Hemington, 

Stephen Shiring Jr. ’12 has been working on the railroad 
since high school—the miniature railroad exhibit at the 
Carnegie Science Center in Pittsburgh, that is. Even now, as 
he pursues a Ph.D. in quantum chemistry at Georgia Tech, 
Stephen continues to volunteer at the science center when he 
returns home to Ford City during breaks from his studies. Many 
of his more than 1,000 volunteer hours were spent talking 
with visitors about the Miniature Railroad and Village, which 
illustrates life from the 1880s to the 1930s through hundreds 
of real Western Pennsylvania scenes. But during the exhibit’s 
downtime, Stephen is just as busy with upkeep and detailing, 
with an eye toward historical accuracy. When recreating 
the inaugural game in Forbes Field, Stephen researched the 
exact uniforms the Pirates and the Cubs wore that day in 1909 
and painted accordingly. In addition, he and his father often 
collected plant matter to take to the science center for use in 
trees and other scenery. Stephen is the son of IUP Hospitality 
Management faculty member Stephen Shiring ’81, M’85 and 
Tamara Galzerano Shiring ’81.

Stephen Shiring Jr. ’12 with the Forbes Field replica in the 
miniature railroad exhibit

Emerging Artist Award, at the 
Artists Market.

REUNIONS
The Class of 1963 is 
celebrating the 50th 
anniversary of its graduation 
during IUP’s commencement 
weekend, May 17 and 18, 
2013. The celebration will 
include dinner in the Blue 
Room, participation in 

commencement, and a picnic. 
Two affinity groups from the 
class, ROTC-commissioned 
graduates and Music 
Department alumni, will 
hold special receptions. Watch 
your mail for details.

For more information about 
the reunion for ROTC-
commissioned graduates 
of the Class of ’63, contact 
Tom Hanko ’63 at dmhtmh@
hotmail.com or Bob Burelli 
’63 at rburelli01@yahoo.com.
The annual Pioneer reunion, 
celebrating the classes 
of 1943-62, is scheduled for 

May 10, 2013. The classes of 
1943, 1948, 1953, and 1958 
(celebrating 70th, 65th, 60th, 
and 55th anniversaries) will 
receive special recognition.

A reunion of Phi Alpha 
Zeta/Tau Kappa Epsilon 
classes of 1948-68 will be 
held in conjunction with the 
Pioneer celebration. For more 
information about the reunion, 
contact Sam St. Clair ’56 at 
usat106@verizon.net.



Jean LeVan Hormell ’69, a former member 
of the Kaydeens at IUP, provided this photo 
of the group from 1965-66. According to 
Hormell, organizations and academic 
departments each would nominate one 
woman, and the pool of nominees was 
narrowed in a pageant to 17 finalists. 
Identifiable in their red skirts and capes 
and black heels, the Kaydeens would 
accompany IUP ROTC companies during 
public appearances. Front row, from left: 
Joann Javonovich Javons ’67, Patricia 
Notariani Scott ’67, Elizabeth Agnello 
Miceli ’68, Carole Baldoff Guest ’68 (queen), 
Rosalind Korowicki Tate ’68 (deceased), 
Carol Brown Dickert ’68, N. Buchanan. Back 
row: Linda Stalnecker Cook ’68, Arnette 
Malfaire Lowen ’68, Jean LeVan Hormell 
’69, Michele Bajek ’68, Patsy Rupert ’68, 
Sharon Mark Hardy ’68, D. Kapanak, P. 
Barker, Marilyn Schoenig Clarke ’69, D. 
Smith. If you recognize any of the Kaydeens 
who aren’t fully identified or you have a 
story to share, please contact Harrison 
Wick, IUP Special Collections librarian and 
university archivist, at hwick@iup.edu.

SALUTING THE 
KAYDEENS

IN BRIEF
Construction on the Way
While the university is two years into its 
20-year master plan for facilities, officials 
in a recent update to the campus and 
community stressed that the plan is a 
guide that is fluid and must adapt as the 
university’s academic and strategic plans 
change.

They also echoed earlier statements that 
the university would not move forward 
with projects before the necessary funding 
is secured.

Projects that will soon go from planning 
to production include the new College of 
Humanities and Social Sciences building on 
the lawn between Sutton and Clark halls; 
a food court on the east side of 11th Street 
between Stabley Library and Cogswell Hall; 
and a courtyard stretching across the front 
of Sprowls and Cogswell halls.

Construction on the six-floor, one-acre 
humanities building is set to begin soon 

after commencement in May. That building, 
along with the food court and courtyard, is 
scheduled for completion by late summer 
2014.

The new food court, to be known as the 
Crimson Café, will be one step toward a 
triangle of dining spots serving all areas 
of campus—the other vertices being a 
replacement for Foster dining hall in the 
footprint of Keith Hall and Folger Hall to 
the south.

Other major construction projects on the 
horizon include a hotel adjacent to the 
Kovalchick Convention and Athletic 
Complex at the south end of campus and 
a new building for the College of Natural 
Sciences and Mathematics in the location of 
Leonard Hall.

In more distant plans, IUP is exploring 
the feasibility of permanently closing 
portions of Grant and 11th streets to vehicle 
traffic and creating a direct route from 

the South Campus to Philadelphia Street, 
in connection with an extension of the 
Hoodlebug Trail. 

Meantime, construction is under way 
on a gymnasium and student apartment 
building along South Seventh Street, 
adjacent to the Hadley Union Building. This 
joint project of IUP’s Student Cooperative 
Association and Philadelphia Square 
Development Company is scheduled for 
completion in August 2013.

Fatality Prevention Forum
The Safety Sciences Department conducted a 
national forum on fatality prevention in the 
workplace in October in cooperation with 
the Alcoa Foundation and other sponsors. 
IUP faculty members Lon Ferguson ’81, 
M’86, Jan Wachter, and Eric Nelson ’91, M’10 
were among the presenters, and alumni Jeff 
Shockey ’80 and John Mulroy ’94 helped to 
plan and coordinate events. m
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full page adIn a career full of accolades and awards, Gary 
Olmstead’s true passion always resided with the 
IUP Music Department and the students to whom 
he taught percussion. When he retired, he and his 
wife, Michelina, wanted to commemorate that 
relationship in a special way. 

They have purchased a life insurance policy 
that will ultimately benefit IUP, ensuring future 
musicians will appreciate Gary’s commitment to 
IUP, just as his own students did. 

Planned and estate gifts come in many forms—
life insurance, bequests, and charitable gift 
annuities. Some methods afford income and tax 
benefits. If you would like to discuss such 
options—ones that ensure IUP will remain 
strong in the decades to come—contact 
Bill Speidel, vice president for University 
Advancement, by sending e-mail to 
speidel@iup.edu, or by calling  
724-357-5661. 

Gary Olmstead
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The cold and rain settled on Indiana just in time for Homecoming on October 6. With a parade theme of comics, the second-place float, 
Peanuts, by Delta Zeta, Kappa Sigma, Phi Delta Theta, and Sigma Kappa, made its way down Philadelphia Street, followed by the Marion 
Center Marching Band. Each float costs around $2,000 to make, according to the Center for Student Life, and Greek organizations join forces to 
share in the expense and the work load. More photos are at www.iup.edu/homecoming.

RAIN ON THE PARADE…AGAIN

K
EI

TH
 B

O
YE

R


