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As my tenure as IUP’s interim president nears 
completion, I thank the entire university community—
alumni, students, faculty and staff members, and 
friends—for the wonderful support I’ve received over the 
last two years. Kay and I have enjoyed our time at IUP 
and in Indiana, and we will value the friendships we’ve 
made long after we’ve returned to our home in Illinois.

After an extensive search by a committee of university 
trustees, faculty and staff members, students, and 
community leaders, the Pennsylvania State System of 
Higher Education Board of Governors selected Michael 
Driscoll, currently provost and executive vice chancellor 
at the University of Alaska Anchorage, to become IUP’s 
next president. He will take the reins on July 1. We will 
be in close contact as we plan the transition over the 
coming months.  

My focus between now and Dr. Driscoll’s arrival will 
be on resolving as many issues as possible, particularly 
developing a balanced budget for the new fiscal year. I 
believe that IUP’s best days lie in the future, not the past. 
I want to be sure that President Driscoll can focus on 
making a bright future a reality.

Dr. Driscoll will need the same support from the IUP 
community that I have enjoyed. I ask that you give him 
that support in moving IUP forward.

David Werner
Interim President

Michael Driscoll: 
IUP’s Next President
Michael Driscoll has served as provost and vice 
chancellor at the University of Alaska Anchorage since 
2006, adding executive to his vice chancellor title in 
2011. He joined UAA after a varied tenure at Portland 
State University. He earned his doctoral, master’s, and 
bachelor’s degrees, all in electrical engineering, from 
Michigan State University. His wife, Becky, will join him 
in Indiana. His two children are students at UAA. A full 
story about Driscoll will appear in the summer edition of 
IUP Magazine.

Transition upon Us

MESSAGE FROM THE

PRESIDENT
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Spring weather came early to Indiana, Pa., and 
students brought out their lighter clothes and 
umbrellas well before this rainy afternoon in early 
March. On the left, facing the Oak Grove, is the 
library entrance, renovated in 2010. U
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Titanic Adventures

Letters Leading by Example

Mentors

Namedroppers
“Back to Normal”

All about Alumni

Smarts beyond Sports

Making Culinary Artists

Dr. Livingstone, 
Unedited

One hundred years after the 
Titanic’s sinking, alumnus David 
Concannon can count four 
descents to the ship’s remains 
among his vast body of work in 
scientific exploration.

Known for both his uppercut 
and his business savvy, alumnus 
Leland Hardy moved with ease 
from the boxing ring to the 
global marketplace.

Being a successful chef involves 
more than good cooking. At 
the Academy of Culinary Arts, 
students also develop the service 
mind-set and business expertise 
the profession requires.

English faculty member Adrian 
Wisnicki led an international 
journey to find, then decipher, 
explorer David Livingstone’s 
original, unedited 1871 field 
diary.
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FRONT cOVER: The             rusted prow is visible in the light as the ocean 
liner rests on the floor of the North Atlantic. April 15, 2012, marks the 100-year 
anniversary of the ship’s sinking. IUP alumnus David concannon is among the 
fewer than 200 people to have made the descent to the wreckage. Photo by 
Emory Kristof/                                 Stock

ABOVE: The men’s basketball season ended in mid-March in the quarterfinals 
of the NcAA Division II Atlantic Regional. Pictured during a regular-season tipoff 
are IUP’s Josh Wiegand, right, and Julian Sanders, back left. Updates on men’s 
basketball and other IUP sports are in Namedroppers on page 22.

VIDEO

WEB

IUPMAGAZINE
cHANcELLOR OF THE PENNSYLVANIA STATE 
SYSTEM OF HIGHER EDUcATION:
John cavanaugh

cHAIRMAN OF THE STATE SYSTEM BOARD OF 
GOVERNORS:
Guido Pichini

INTERIM PRESIDENT OF INDIANA UNIVERSITY OF 
PENNSYLVANIA:
David Werner

VIcE PRESIDENT FOR ENROLLMENT 
MANAGEMENT AND cOMMUNIcATIONS:
James Begany

INTERIM DIREcTOR OF cOMMUNIcATIONS:
Michael Powers

EDITOR: Elaine Jacobs Smith

REcORDS EDITOR: Susan Kirchner

cONTRIBUTING EDITOR: Bob Fulton

STAFF WRITER: Regan Houser

ALUMNI EXTRA EDITOR: Bruce Dries

NAMEDROPPERS EDITOR: Matthew Burglund

DESIGN: David Raymond

PRODUcTION ASSISTANcE: Ronald Mabon

PHOTOGRAPHY:
Keith Boyer (University Photographer)

                      is published by Indiana University 
of Pennsylvania, a member of the State System of 
Higher Education.

The magazine’s address is IUP communications 
Office, John Sutton Hall, Room 316, 1011 South 
Drive, Indiana, PA 15705-1046 (telephone 724-
357-3062; fax 724-357-5512; e-mail                    
                                   ). correspondence 
regarding any aspect of the magazine may be 
directed to this office. Print and Web images 
derived from photos submitted for publication 
become the property of Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania and may be reprinted at the 
discretion of the university.

                      has a voluntary subscription 
program, and contributions are welcomed. The 
Official                       Form may be used for this 
purpose.

©2012 by Indiana University of Pennsylvania. All 
rights reserved.

Indiana University of Pennsylvania is an equal 
opportunity/affirmative action employer 
committed to excellence through diversity.

D
A

V
ID

 c
O

N
c

A
N

N
O

N

K
EI

TH
 B

O
YE

R

A Finance major and Robert E. Cook Honors College 
student, Ethan Wang found his right fit at IUP when 
he joined with others to revive the Phi Delta Theta 
fraternity and bring community service and success in 
the classroom to the forefront.

Indiana Normal School’s Class of 1897 returned 
to campus in 1937 for its 40-year reunion, and the 
moment was preserved through a group photo and 
one class member’s detailed account of the weekend’s 
events. 

IUP Magazine

IUP Magazine

IUP Magazine

iup-magazine@iup.edu

Titanic’s

National Geographic
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FRONTDOOR FAcTS, FIGURES, SHORT SUBJEcTS, QUIcK TAKES

Their efforts have resulted in IUP’s being 
named to the President’s Higher Education 
Community Service Honor Roll for the past 
three years. And that’s based just on the 
hours they report. Knowing students as she 
does, Diane Stipcak, coordinator of Service 
Learning, estimates the reported hours 
represent only a fraction of the total hours 
worked.

While some areas have community-service 
mandates—for example, the Robert E. 
Cook Honors College requires students to 
complete 30 hours of service a semester—
that’s not always the case. Stipcak ventures 
that most students volunteer just to gain 
experience, build their résumés, or help out 
in the community.

The Office of Service Learning shared the 
following statistics to provide a snapshot of 
student community service:

Community service takes on many forms 
for students. Julie Coyne worked with 
five-year-old William Filipovich IV on his 
reading skills at the Indiana Free Library 
through the KidsRead program. 
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By the 
Numbers: 
Community 
Service
If IUP students were 
paid, even minimum 
wage, for their hours of 
community service, they 
would earn more than 
$1 million combined in 
an academic year.

Student Community Service 
by Academic Year
 
 Student  Hours of Value Based on
 Participants Service  Minimum Wage 
2010-2011: 5,805	 145,790	 $1,056,980
2009-2010:	 8,752	 136,810	 $991,870
2008-2009:	 5,571	 109,523	 $783,090

Blood Drives Organized 
by Student Groups
  
 No. of Drives Blood Units  Estimated
  Collected Lives Saved
2010-2011 16	 967	 2,901
2009-2010	 10	 483	 1,449
2008-2009	 9	 314	 942

The largest blood drive of 2010-2011 was during Greek	Week, 
with 18 Greek chapters participating. The drive collected 156 units 
of blood, resulting in an estimated 458 lives saved.

KidsRead

Through this program, IUP student tutors meet with local 
elementary-school students on a weekly basis to work on reading 
skills. 
  
 IUP Student  Children Estimated
 Tutors Participating Books Read
2010-2011 120	 145	 725	
2009-2010	 134	 165	 825
2008-2009	 108	 140	 700

Number of participants in program’s eight-year history: 1,219

Into the Streets

This program sends student volunteers to help local agencies over 
a designated weekend in the fall and in the spring. 

 Student  Agencies
 participants Served
2010-2011: 321	 26
2009-2010:	 178	 23
2008-2009:	 251	 18

Alternative Spring Break

Through this program, students participate in an intensive week 
of service during Spring Break at locations across the country. 
Their service could involve trail building, animal rescue, home 
construction through Habitat for Humanity, or other tasks. 

 Student participants by year:
 • 2011:  120
 • 2010:		 133
 • 2009: 	 103

Disaster Relief

Students raised funds to aid relief efforts in these worldwide 
disasters:

• Japan earthquake and tsunami (2011):  $2,606
• Haiti earthquake (2010):  $2,230

Clothes and More: Other Student Drives

• Clothing items collected in Spring 2011:  1,300
• Clothing items collected since 2004-2005:  8,800
• Gifts collected for Salvation Army’s Treasures 
 for Children program (Fall 2011):  180
• Shoes collected for Soles4Souls, which sends 
 new or gently worn pairs to more than 125 
 countries (2010-2011):  190
• Collections for Indiana County Community Action 
 Program (Spring 2011):  food	items,	489;	cash,	$330	
• Collections for U.S. Marine Corps’ Toys for Tots 
 program (Fall 2011):  toys,	75;	cash,	$100

Serve Study

Through this program, students are paid with Federal Work-Study 
funds to work at local nonprofit agencies.

 Students Hours of Agencies Work-Study  
  Service Served Funds Used
2010-2011: 95	 18,750	 40	 $136,500
2009-2010	 108	 18,499	 33	 $134,116
2008-2009	 137	 23,690	 35	 $169,376

Years Serve Study program has been in existence: 23

The Serve Study program expanded into the Punxsutawney 
campus for the first time in 2010-2011. Four students served three 
nonprofit agencies in Punxsutawney.
 

Scholarships for Service

Through Scholars for Service to Pennsylvania, an AmeriCorps 
scholarship program, students receive educational scholarships 
for commitments of 300 or 450 hours of community service per 
academic year.

 Student  Hours Scholarship
 Participants of Service Dollars Earned
2010-2011 23	 10,150	 $29,150
2009-2010	 15	 6,750	 $21,791
2008-2009	 18	 6,450	 $25,470

IUP began offering a second AmeriCorps scholarship program, 
Community Fellows, during the 2010-2011 academic year. Seven 
students committed 300 or 450 hours of service, resulting in 2,800 
hours and $7,924 in educational scholarships.
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LETTERS
Smith’s Legacy Lives On
I was saddened to read in the Fall-Winter 
2011 edition of IUP Magazine about the 
death of Dr. Helena Smith. To help keep 
her legacy alive, I want to share with your 
readers some of the memories that I have 
about Dr. Smith. I haven’t had contact with 
her since I graduated in 1967, but I think 
about her class often. Dr. Smith set the stage 
for me, as a first-semester freshman, to have 
a positive college experience.

I was a mathematics education 
major and Dr. Smith taught freshman 
communications, and communications was 
not my favorite subject. However, I enjoyed 
Dr. Smith’s class, not because of the subject 
matter, but because of the professional 
manner in which she presented the subject 
and how she conducted her class. As a 
freshman, I was aware that someday I 
would be the teacher, and I needed to begin 
thinking about how I would conduct my 
own class. Dr. Smith was an instructor I 
wanted to emulate. As I progressed through 
the remainder of my college experience, 
I recognized that Dr. Smith employed the 
same good teaching practices that I learned 
about in my education courses.  

I had Dr. Smith’s class on the afternoon that 
President Kennedy was assassinated. As 
class started, Dr. Smith acknowledged that a 
tragedy had just taken place and that some 
instructors had canceled class because of 
it. However, Dr. Smith said that there was 
nothing that we could do about it and that 
we would have class as usual. I remember 
thinking that Dr. Smith was right and that 
President Kennedy would have wanted us 
to carry on.

William Mikesell ’67 
Enon Valley, Pa.

More to the Family
Thank you for your article on John 
Johnson’s family [“Family Affair” from the 
Fall-Winter 2011 issue of IUP Magazine]. I 
would like to add the name of my mother, 
Helen E. Johnson Neidig, to the list of 
Johnsons who are IUP graduates. She was 
a cousin of John Johnson’s—her father was 
Park Johnson, Ernest Johnson’s uncle. She 
was a 1941 graduate of IUP and taught art 
in the Fox Chapel School District for many 
years and was a member of the Pittsburgh 
Watercolor Society. She passed away on 
September 29, 2011. I include my name as 
well. I am a 1968 IUP graduate, and Marian 

Johnson Kipp was my math teacher at IUP. 
I remember her fondly.

Sheila Neidig Carlin ’68
North Salem, N.Y.

Reliving the Dance Marathon
I enjoyed the picture in the photo gallery 
in the recent IUP Magazine online. I am 
able to identify the couple in the middle 
of the picture as Sue Curran ’78 and Dave 
D’Alessandris ’76. They have the eagles on 
their shirts. This was quite an event back in 
1976 for the residents of Esch Hall who lived 
on the top floor of that dorm. We called 
ourselves “the Top Shelf.” It was the height 
of the disco era, and everyone from the floor 
was rooting for Sue and Dave. It was quite 
an event, and we went crazy when Sue and 
Dave won.

I had the best time at IUP.

James C. Spera ’79
Denver

Flood of Memories
Was I ever excited to see this picture in 
IUP Magazine this week! What a flood 
of memories it brought back for me. It 
was a fantastic show. The girl on the left 
is Marchia Pittman, cheerleader. I don’t 
know who her partner is. The winning 
team, in the middle, is David D’Alessandris 
’76 and his girlfriend at the time, Susan. 
I’ve forgotten her last name. She was a 
freshman. David and I were seniors (art 
majors) that year. David and Susan worked 
very hard to prepare, so we were thrilled 
when they won. The tall girl on the right 
is Mary Jo McCoy, Indians football team 
mascot. She was quite the talented athlete. I 
don’t remember her partner’s name. I have 
to say all three teams were very competitive 
and talented, and it was an exciting 
contest. They all had wonderful stunts and 
costumes. If you look back in the yearbook, 
there was a darling little boy with Down’s 
syndrome who charmed everyone during 

the marathon. He was sort of the poster boy 
for the event, which was held to raise funds 
for a Down’s syndrome organization. It was 
a great success and one of the outstanding 
memories of our senior year.

Valerie Kester Morrissey ’76
Oakland, N.J.

Faces in the Crowd
I just received my IUP Magazine and 
was looking at the picture of the dance 
marathon from 1976. I graduated from IUP 
in December of 1976. I at first thought I 
saw myself in the picture, but the hairstyle 
doesn’t look familiar, so it’s probably not me. 
However, two of my fellow Physics majors, 
Robert Hawsey ’77 and Tom Guzowski ’77, 
are standing behind the girl wearing the 
glasses. I have already e-mailed Mr. Hawsey 
to let him know about the picture. I have no 
contact information for Mr. Guzowski (don’t 
know if that’s the correct spelling, but there 
were only four Physics graduates in May 
1977, so it wouldn’t be difficult to find his 
name in the records).

Since you are looking for memorabilia 
from that time period, I was wondering 
if you would be interested in having my 
IUP gym suit (maroon and white stripes, 
all one piece). I have no idea why I kept it, 
but it is in excellent condition, and you are 
welcome to it.
     

Marian Dougherty Goodnack ’76
Pittsburgh

A Grueling Competition
I was delighted to see the 1976 marathon 
photo! I was present for that moment but 
am not in the photo. The marathon had 
begun on a Friday night in spring, near the 
end of the semester. It ended on Sunday 
afternoon with a physically grueling 
“dance-off” between the three couples in 
the photo, none of whom were giving up 
voluntarily as the event organizers had 
anticipated. The winners were the couple in 
the center, “Wazoo” and Sue. Both of them 

A Taste of 
the City

E rin Puko, a senior in the Business 
Honors Program at IUP, looked out 
the bus window as the road wound 
its way toward New York City. 

“You come around a bend, and you’re not 
expecting it. The city is all spread out before 
you. It truly inspires awe,” she said.

Puko was one of about 70 students who 
recently took part in a New York City 
networking event organized by IUP’s Office 
of Alumni Relations and alumni in New 
York City. 

The event gave students from the Business 
Honors, Fashion Merchandising, and 
Hospitality Management programs 
a chance to explore urban career 
opportunities and get a taste of city life. It 
included a reception with about 50 alumni, 
tours of alumni workplaces, and a few hours 
to explore the city.

“The whole trip was a really good 
experience,” Puko said.

At the reception, Hospitality Management 
major Madison Sabo distributed some of 
her business cards and collected cards from 
alumni.

“The alumni were very inviting,” she said. 
“They seemed like they really wanted to talk 
to us and help us. Obviously, the alumni 
were busy and working. I really appreciate 
that they took the time out to come to the 
reception. It definitely helps to hear what 
they have to say.”

The host committee for the reception was 
made up of Kevin Colosimo ’94, John Hill 
’74, Florence Mauchant M’85, Tom Murry 
’64, Marla Sabo ’79, Andrew Sandberg ’06, 
Mark Scanlan ’80, Mary Turnbach ’83, Jim 
Wansacz ’94, and Clare Bretz ’69.

New York City as seen from the 
Rockefeller Center observation deck, 
known as the Top of the Rock

Editor’s Note: IUP archivist Harrison 
Wick received a number of letters, some 
of which are reprinted below, about the 
40-Hour Dance Marathon photo from 
the 1976 Oak that appeared in the Fall-
Winter issue of IUP Magazine.

Editor’s Note: Also writing in to identify 
Mary Jo (McCoy) Pollock in the photo 
were Randall Mikesell ’77, of Maidens, 
Va., and Jan Hudzicki ’78, of Mission, 
Kan. Both added that Mary Jo was a 
graduate of Indiana Area Senior High 
School.

By Marilyn Kukula

continued on page 15

“At first, my friend and I 
were thinking we could 
never work in New York 
City, but, as we got used 
to it and thought about 

our future, we decided it 
would be fine.”
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AcHIEVEMENTS

Distinction in Public Service

State Senator Don White received the 2012 President’s Medal of Distinction for public service 
in March. The medal, the highest nondegree award IUP presents, honors service of national 
significance or of special significance to IUP. White has played a key role in advancing 
university projects including the Kovalchick Convention and Athletic Complex and the 
Residential Revival student housing project.

Friends and Fellows

IUP presented Jim Wansacz ’94, Lackawanna County commissioner and former state 
representative, with its Friend of Higher Education Award and named Representative Frank 
Dermody its 14th Legislative Fellow. IUP and the Association of Pennsylvania State College 
and University Faculties, the union representing the faculty, began the program in 1998. The 
Friend of Higher Education Award recognizes a legislator’s continued support and advocacy 
for higher education, and the Legislative Fellow, who serves as a guest speaker in classes, is 
selected based on leadership at the state and local level.

Broadcasting Awards

Two IUP-TV programs earned Region One first place awards from the National Broadcasting 
Society in 2011: The Week in Review, a roundtable debate, for Best News/Documentary/
Public Affairs Program, and Indie Rocker’s Ball, a music video and news show, for Best Music/
Entertainment Program. National Broadcasting Society Region One includes 20 universities 
throughout the Northeast.

Honor Society Excellence

Two IUP honor societies were recently 
recognized by their national organizations 
for excellence:

• IUP’s chapter of Phi Kappa Phi, an 
 honor society for all disciplines, was  
 the only Pennsylvania chapter and one  
 of only 11 in the nation to be named a  
 Chapter of Excellence based on activity  
 and applications for scholarships, grants,  
 and fellowships.

• The Zeta Lambda chapter of the Sigma 
 Theta Tau honor society for nursing 
 students was one of seven Pennsylvania  
 chapters recognized in three areas: 
 creating welcoming environments, 
 contributing to global health, and 
 enhancing knowledge, resources, and 
 network.

While the reception included lots of informal networking, a 
handful of alumni participated in a panel discussion, sharing 
their experiences and fielding questions about their careers. The 
panelists were Kevin Carrai ’86, Leland Hardy ’84, Sarah Hogue ’09, 
Stephanie Perry ’88, and Derek White ’82.

A few alumni set up tours of their workplaces, giving students a 
behind-the-scenes look at what their future may hold.

Hill led the business students through L-3 Communications, 
where he serves as corporate vice president of human resources. In 
the company’s boardroom, students were treated to a spectacular 
view of the city while he talked about L-3’s diverse products and 
services and shared tips on how the students could distinguish 
themselves to potential employers.

“It was a pleasure hosting the IUP business students,” Hill said. 
“L-3 is committed to working with key universities to educate 
their students about our company and offer our perspective as a 
New York-based Fortune 200 company. I was very proud that IUP 
asked me to be involved in the New York City visit.”

Hospitality Management majors toured two hotels—Andaz 5th 
Avenue, a Hyatt property, with Courtney McKenna ’98, director of 
human resources, and the Westin New York at Times Square with 
Meghan Houseal ’08, food and beverage outlet manager. The tours 
impressed Sabo, who plans to graduate in December.

“I wasn’t really interested in working at hotels before, but it gave 
me a new look at it,” she said. “I’d consider it now. It’s like the 
city. At first, my friend and I were thinking we could never work 
in New York City, but, as we got used to it and thought about our 
future, we decided it would be fine. Though it wouldn’t be my first 
choice, I would be open to working in a city now.” 

Fashion Merchandising students followed designer Sarah Graby-
Boris ’03 into the pristine showroom of Jones New York.
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In between tours, presentations, and networking activities, the students took in the sites of New York. Pictured, from left, near Rockefeller 
Center are Shannon Dickerson, Jeff Brunermer, faculty member Stephen Shiring, Hannah Julian, Morgan O’Malley, and Julie Hafera, all 
from the Hospitality Management Department. 

John Hill ’74, center, with students Sarah Rowe and Anthony 
Kuta, was one of the alumni hosts for the networking reception 
in New York City. 

Young Alumni Achievement
Each of IUP’s six colleges honors one 
graduate of the last 15 years with the 
Young Alumni Achievement Award in 
November. Pictured speaking to an IUP 
Chemistry class the day of the ceremony 
was the College of Natural Sciences 
and Mathematics’ honoree, Stephanie 
Britton ’02, a former Cook Honors 
College student and now principal 
research chemist at Air Products and 
Chemicals. The other recipients were 
Rebecca Brenner ’98, College of Fine Arts, 
editor, nutritionist, and yoga instructor 
with Park City Holistic Health; Joel 
Goodling ’04, College of Education and 
Educational Technology, freelance 
television producer, writer, and director 
at MTV Networks; Joseph Kopko ’04, 
College of Health and Human Services, 
safety director at large, Scalise Industries, 
Mechanical and Electrical Construction 
Organization; Mileah Kay Kromer 
’03, College of Humanities and Social 
Sciences, assistant professor of political 
science, Elon University; and Lindsay 
Rosenfeld ’00, Eberly College of Business 
and Information Technology, senior 
manager, Deloitte & Touche, LLP.
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Senior Jocelyn Weber was one of the students on that tour. “I 
think it’s awesome that the alumni did all this,” she said of the 
networking event. “Even though we are different generations 
from IUP, we have that common ground that connects us. It made 
me feel like being an IUP student is part of who you are now. It’s a 
part of you, and you’re going to have that forever.”

New York City-based alumni aren’t the only ones who are sharing 
their experience and expertise with students. Alumni have 
recently hosted or are planning similar events in Philadelphia, 
Washington, D.C., and Pittsburgh. 

Hill hopes more cities will be added. “I absolutely would host 
another group, and I would encourage other IUP alumni to open 
their doors for these types of visits by student groups.” m
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Dr. Livingstone, 

Unedited, 
We Presume?

By Chauncey Ross

L ivingstone chronicled almost 30 years of his travels in 
Africa, penning letters and journals from the rough notes 
he kept and relying on Arab traders and others to help 
relay his manuscripts back to his publishers. It’s what 

made Livingstone, a documentarian and prominent abolitionist, a 
legendary figure worldwide and a hero in his homeland.

Students of Livingstone have long been able to look behind his 
published works, researching his notes in Scottish archives. But 
there was a gap in his work in mid-1871.

Missing was Livingstone’s personal diary detailing a pivotal time 
in his final mission: a massacre of hundreds of Africans by Arab 
slave traders in the village of Nyangwe, in present-day Zambia.

But now Livingstone’s unedited, firsthand account of those 
months has been unveiled in a project headed by an IUP professor 
who relied on more than international detective work to find the 
papers.

Adrian Wisnicki’s challenge was compounded because 
Livingstone’s diary, handwritten in a crude homemade ink over 
an 1869 edition of the London Standard newspaper, had faded to 
near invisibility over the last 140 years.

Livingstone’s lost personal reflections have now come to light, 
quite literally, with the help of some sophisticated technology. 
Wisnicki and fellow researchers have completed a grant-funded 
project to put the long-missing Livingstone diary through a 
process called spectral imaging and rediscover Livingstone’s 
observations from a key period of African history. The result has 
been presented in a meticulously created website.

“Ultimately we recovered about 99 percent of the text from what 
had been about 15 percent visibility,” Wisnicki said. “It’s a huge, 
huge difference and a huge success rate.”

And, in those scientifically restored words, he found the thoughts 
and feelings that had been edited from the published journals.

Wisnicki, an assistant professor of 19th-century British literature, 
had many reasons driving him to explore Livingstone’s personal 
side. His affinity for Victorian literature grew while getting his 
doctorate at City University of New York. He became fascinated 
with contemporary African culture and literature in 2003-2004 
while he and his wife lived in Botswana in southern Africa.

“The question was how could I combine those two interests? 
One answer was to work on literature of the British colonial era, 
so I developed a specialization in British travel in Africa,” he 
explained.

Wisnicki focused on Livingstone as he wrote a book on the 
influence of local African peoples and cultures on the writings 
of the British travelers. He studied many writers’ original 
unpublished works but hit a dead end while researching 
Livingstone’s version of the 1871 Nyangwe massacre.

“For the past 140 years, we’ve been able to read accounts from a 
letter and a revised journal, which are one step removed from the 
original diary,” Wisnicki said. “I wanted to look at the original 
diary and see his experiences as he originally recorded them while 
everything was happening.”

His primary resource was David Livingstone: A Catalogue of 

Documents, an inventory of more than 2,000 letters and dozens 
of journals. An exhaustive work, it is listed on Amazon.com for 
$109—used—in paperback.

The catalog pointed to the National Library of Scotland, but 
the diary wasn’t there. So Wisnicki took his search to the David 
Livingstone Centre, “an underfunded public institution centered 
on his childhood home just outside Glasgow, in Blantyre, 
Scotland,” Wisnicki said. “There’s a vast array of Livingstone 
material there, but the holdings of the archives are not fully 
documented. Not everything that was there was cataloged or 
known to be there.

“I just had a hunch the diary would be there.”

A retired, part-time archivist helped Wisnicki pore through the 
boxes, and, in July 2009, about half the 1871 diaries surfaced. They 
found the rest in the next few months.

“Part of it was just luck, part of it was intuition, and part of it was 
creative thinking,” Wisnicki explained. “We knew Livingstone 
wrote part of the diary on the backs of map pages, so I had the idea 
they might be there with cataloged maps.”

Wisnicki calls it the most important and iconic diary of 
Livingstone’s career.

“The diary documents his firsthand impression of the Nyangwe 
massacre. The revised versions gained wide circulation in Britain 
and eventually led to the British enforcing the closure of the 
Zanzibar slave trade,” he said.

Second, it covers a time that coincided with the sensational 
search mission by New York Herald reporter Henry Stanley, who 
set out to verify rumors that Livingstone had died in Africa—a 
journey that culminated with Stanley’s celebrated greeting, “Dr. 
Livingstone, I presume?” around November 1, 1871.

“That meeting effectively re-established [Livingstone’s] reputation 
as an abolitionist crusader, as a certain kind of saint, and has led to 
his continued reverence in the public imagination,” Wisnicki said.

“And third, that meeting helped establish Stanley’s career as an 
explorer, and Stanley went on to become one of the great explorers 
of 19th-century Africa.” Stanley’s journey was one of several 
missions to verify Livingstone’s fate, but it was the only one that 
succeeded.

As far as Stanley’s astute presumption? It involved very little 
guesswork, as they were the only Europeans on hand. Livingstone 
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Adrian Wisnicki with an 1874 edition of The Last 
Journals of David Livingstone in IUP’s Special 
Collections and University Archives

Historians have been buzzing for 
months about British explorer 
David Livingstone’s freshly 
published personal diaries.

“When you read the original diary, 
everything is extremely chaotic. 
He doesn’t always know what’s 

happening, he’s writing all over the 
place. It’s very bleak; you get this 

very intimate sense of his despair at 
witnessing this event.”
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friends, till all went down together, 
and disappeared.”

But in his 1871 field diary, 
Livingstone’s notes for July 15 
included this passage: “… firing on 
the helpless canoes took  place = 
a long line of heads in the water 
shewed the numbers that would 
perish for they could not swim 
two miles shot after shot followed 
on the terrified fugitives = great 
numbers died - and a worthless 
Moslem asserted that all was 
done by the people of the English 
- This will spread though the 
murderers are on the other side 
plundering and shooting - It is 
awful - terrible a dreadful world this = as I 
write shot after shot falls on the fugitives on the other side who are 
wailing loudly over those they know are already slain = Oh let thy 
kindom come.”

This account stamped Livingstone’s personality on the public 
account of what happened.

“In those [the Last Journals] versions, he is writing from a temporal 
distance, several months after the event. He has organized how 
everything happened and developed a narrative,” Wisnicki said. 

“When you read the original diary, everything is extremely chaotic. 
He doesn’t always know what’s happening, he’s writing all over the 
place. It’s very bleak; you get this very intimate sense of his despair 
at witnessing this event.”

The entire diary yields more than Livingstone’s thoughts and 
opinions about his experiences; it shows how he was influenced by 
his surroundings.

“He actually can be quite ill, and the way the diary is written, 
not only the way it looks but some of what he says, reflects that,” 
Wisnicki said. 

For another thing, Livingstone had likely lost track of time while 
writing the diary, because of illness or misinterpreting the Arab 
calendar dates used by traders he met. He dated his passages March 
23 to November 3, 1871, but Wisnicki and other scholars have long 
known that the dates aren’t correct.

“The date that Livingstone gives for the Stanley meeting and the date 
Stanley gives are both very different, so nobody knows when that 
meeting actually happened. The same thing happened to Stanley, he 
became sick and lost track of time.”

The researchers came up with five possible dates for the meeting of 
Stanley and Livingstone but chose November 1, 1871, and used the 
140th anniversary of that date, November 1, 2011, to publicly launch 
the publication of Livingstone’s 1871 field diary in a Multispectral 
Critical Edition.

Wisnicki has studied more of Livingstone’s diaries than the passages 
featured in the 1871 field diary research project and found some frank 
reflections in Livingstone’s accounts of his illnesses.

“Livingstone was feverish for long periods of time and had certain 
chronic conditions,” Wisnicki said. “And near the end of his life, in 
this one passage, he writes, ‘It’s not all pleasure, this exploration.’

“It’s the ultimate understatement.” m
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had not seen another white person for almost five years, and 
Stanley had arrived alone after the deaths of his two traveling 
partners.

With those factors cementing the importance of the now-
recovered Livingstone papers, Wisnicki sought a way to recover 
the lost text.

His search led him to Michael Toth, of Oakton, Va., the leader of a 
team of technicians and scientists who successfully used spectral 
imaging to recover the treatises of ancient Greek mathematician 
Archimedes. In the imaging work, each page was illuminated 
with various wavelengths of light across the spectrum from 
ultraviolet to infrared and was photographed under each kind of 
light.

The process held hope because Livingstone’s homemade berry ink 
was still on the paper. Although it was faded and invisible when 
viewed in sunlight or ordinary room light, it could be seen when 
viewed under different colors of light, Toth said.

Ultimately, the set of exposures showed which light frequency 
ranges enhanced or suppressed each kind of ink. The scientists 
digitally combined different spectral exposures to bring out the 
Livingstone text and lighten the newspaper text.

Before going on with the imaging project, Wisnicki planned 
for digitally cataloging and preserving the Livingstone diaries, 
following the model of the Livingstone Online website established 
by Christopher Lawrence in 2005 at the UCL Centre for the History 
of Medicine in London.

Then, with the faded Livingstone papers located, the support of 
the Livingstone Centre, Toth’s technological team on board, and 
Lawrence as a web organizer, Wisnicki’s group was awarded 
grants for the project from the U.S. National Endowment for the 
Humanities and the British Academy. 

Wisnicki’s group headed to Scotland in the summer of 2010 with 
specialized lighting equipment and a powerful 39-megapixel 
camera to image the Livingstone diaries on site and returned with 
thousands of images and massive amounts of data.

The rest of the year was spent studying the digital images and 
compiling corresponding data files with details about how each 
photo was made and what each shows. Toth said that component 
of the work alone makes the project stand out.

“One of the big advances—it’s not sexy, but it is critical—is the 

data management,” he said. That meant cataloging the images by 
the same standards and generating metadata in a file format that 
allows the database to be read and searched on the Internet.

In February 2011, Wisnicki set up a demonstration version of the 
Livingstone Spectral Imaging Project website, hosted by the UCLA 
Digital Library, to house the 1871 field diary project.

The diary analysis and web design continued through the year, 
and, when Wisnicki joined the faculty at IUP last summer, 
he recruited a graduate assistant, A.J. Schmitz, to help with 
transcribing and cataloging the texts.

Last fall, the team launched the site for the public at http://
livingstone.library.ucla.edu. It features more than 3,000 images, 
articles about the project, and side-by-side readouts of text of the 
transcribed diaries, letters, and journals that allow readers to 
compare the different versions of the events on the same screen.

In Livingstone’s Last Journals, published in 1874, he gave this 
account of the massacre of July 15, 1871: “Shot after shot continued 
to be fired on the helpless and perishing. Some of the long line of 
heads disappeared quietly; whilst other poor creatures threw their 
arms high, as if appealing to the great Father above, and sank. 
One canoe took in as many as it could hold, and all paddled with 
hands and arms: three canoes, got out in haste, picked up sinking 

Adrian Wisnicki examined a 
page of David Livingstone’s 
1871 field diary in blue light. The 
inset images show an original 
diary page handwritten on 
newspaper, top, and the same 
page made clearer with spectral 
imaging, bottom.

Adrian Wisnicki and graduate 
assistant A.J. Schmitz, right

Beach, and was accepted at IUP after his girlfriend enrolled here 
for doctoral studies in criminology.

Schmitz’s program is in literature and criticism, focusing on 
18th-century British literature. After he accepted an assignment 
into the Livingstone Spectral Imaging Project from Adrian 
Wisnicki, English professor and co-director of the Center for 
Digital Humanities and Culture, he gained a new view of 
doctoral studies.

“I thought that doing scholarship was publishing articles and 
getting them put into print. But text recovery and digitizing it 
and publishing it, putting it out there so everyone could get it, 
was not something that I had really thought about,” Schmitz 
said.

To Schmitz, the online presentation opens the door to 
interaction with scholars in a variety of fields around the world. 
And the way he has been incorporated into the work can stand 
as a model for others.

“What this project helped me do is understand how to utilize 
technology in literary scholarship,” he said.

“This is something that, when I hit the job market, is going 
to look good on my résumé because it’s cutting edge; it isn’t 
the old publish-or-perish thing. This is something that’s 
multidisciplinary, it’s tech savvy, and it’s kind of sexy in a way 
because it’s something that will appeal to a mass audience.”

Schmitz believes IUP has a lot to gain by being seen at the 
forefront of the intertwining of technology and scholarship. 

“As a student, to know that this university is linked to a project 
that is transnational, interdisciplinary, and has been written up, 
it’s proving to me that this is a place that fosters a creative and 
intellectual program,” he said. “It allows us to do things that go 
beyond the ivory tower of higher education.”

Other researchers involved in the Livingstone Spectral Imaging 
Project—Michael Toth, left, and Roger Easton Jr., center—joined 
Adrian Wisnicki for a panel presentation about the project in 
Stapleton Library in February. 
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Intertwining Technology 
and Scholarship: 
A GA’s Perspective

Getting immersed 
in the recovery 
of the lost David 

Livingstone diary wasn’t 
on the radar when A.J. 
Schmitz applied for a 
graduate assistantship at 
IUP.

“I was expecting to be 
grading papers and 
fetching coffee!” Schmitz 
confided.

Sure, he was familiar 
with the “Dr. Livingstone, 
I presume?” line, but 
Schmitz was ready to learn 
more. He earned bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees in 
literature at California 
State University, Long 
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MENTORS

LETTERS cONTINUED

61st Fulbright
Patrick	Bizzaro, English, 
has won a Fulbright Senior 
Specialist Award to assist in 
the development of a writing 
program at the University of 
the Free State in South Africa. 
He is IUP’s 61st Fulbright 
Scholarship recipient. His wife, 
Resa	Crane	Bizzaro, also of 
the English Department, will 
accompany and assist him.

Theater Excellence 
Honored
Recently retired theater 
professor Barb	Blackledge	
received a Gold Medallion 
Award at the Region 2 Kennedy 
Center American College 
Theater Festival in January. The 
award honors extraordinary 
contributions to theater and 
the theater festival, as well as 
a commitment to excellence 
in educational theater. Her 
contributions to the festival 
have included many years of 
managing its Irene Ryan Acting 
Award. This year’s festival, 
which IUP hosted, drew more 
than 1,000 students and faculty 
members from an eight-state 
region.

At Home in Appalachia
Faculty members James	
Cahalan,	English, and James	
Dougherty,	Sociology, 
coordinated the 35th annual 
Appalachian Studies 
Association national conference 
at IUP in March. It was the 
association’s first national 
conference north of the Mason-
Dixon Line, which reflected 
the theme, “the wide reach 
of Appalachia,” as the region 
spreads well into Pennsylvania. 
The conference featured more 
than 500 presenters from across 
the country on topics including 
Marcellus shale, Appalachian 
literature, and food of the 
region.

Teaching Diversity
Robert	Millward, Professional 
Studies in Education, authored 
a grant for a program designed 
to increase the number of 

African-American men in 
teacher-preparation programs 
at colleges and universities 
and in the teaching profession. 
The Heinz Endowments of 
Pittsburgh awarded IUP a grant 
of $361,500 for the three-year 
program.

Exploring Emotional 
Manhood
Mixed martial arts fighters have 
an unusual way of managing 
fear that enables them to 
exhibit confidence, according 
to Christian	Vaccaro	M’05, 
Sociology. Vaccaro coauthored 
an article, “Managing 
Emotional Manhood: Fighting 
and Fostering Fear in Mixed 
Martial Arts,” published in 
the December 2011 issue of 
the American Sociological 
Association’s Social Psychology 
Quarterly. “By signifying 
masculine selves through 
evoking fear and shame in 
others, such men are likely 
to more easily secure others’ 
deference and accrue rewards 
and status,” Vaccaro said. His 
research involved two years of 
fieldwork and interviews with 
more than 100 mixed martial 
arts fighters. 

Contributions to 
Criminology
Rosemary	Gido, who 
retired from the Criminology 
Department in August, was 
twice honored recently—with 
the Irish Penology Symposium 
and Network Award for her 
contributions to criminology 
and penology and at the 
North/South Irish Criminology 
Conference for her retirement 
from IUP.  She held teaching 
and research posts in 1997 and 
2011 at the Irish Garda Police 
College and is editor of the 
Prison Journal. 

Indiana in the Civil War
Indiana County may not 
have been a focal point of the 
American Civil War, but many 
local photographs, letters, 
and journals still exist that 
vividly document life in that 

era. Faculty members Theresa	
McDevitt	M’89, IUP Libraries, 
and Jeanine	Mazak-Kahne,	
History, set out to digitize those 
documents and make them 
accessible to all via the Internet. 
They expect the website to be 
live this summer and hope it 
will be the start of a broader 
digitization project, Historic 
Indiana. Learn more at www.
iup.edu/research.

Counseling Service 
Recognized
Holly	Branthoover	’93,	
Counseling, received the 
Pennsylvania Counseling 
Association President’s Award 
for 2011 in recognition of her 
dedication and record of service, 

including as a former president 
and membership committee 
chair. She is also chair of 
the North Atlantic region of 
the American Counseling 
Association. 

Simulating Home Care
A nationwide shortage of 
nurses in recent years has led 
to a growing number of home 
health care patients. Faculty 
members are helping to prepare 
nursing students with a new 
laboratory in Putt Hall that 
simulates a home-care setting. 
Leading the project are faculty 
members Elizabeth	Palmer 
and Julia	Greenawalt,	who 
received a grant of nearly 
$300,000 to establish the lab. It 

features talking manikins that mimic rural 
patients with common chronic illnesses and 
that are monitored at home with telehealth 
equipment. Learn more at www.iup.edu/
research. 

Promoting Leadership
The Family, Career, and Community Leaders 
of America named Sally	McCombie	
’74,	M’78,	Human Development and 
Environmental Studies, its National 
Honorary Member for 2011 based on her 
service to the organization. McCombie 
was keynote speaker for the western 
region meeting of the organization, which 
promotes personal growth and leadership 
through family and consumer sciences 
education.

Barbara	Balsiger	’50, a 
professor emerita and member 
of the Art Department from 1966 
to 1988, died October 15, 2011. 
She was founding director of the 
University Museum.

Janice	Heckroth, a professor 
emerita and member of 
the Human Development 
and Environmental Studies 
Department from 1989 to 2002, 
died December 15, 2011.

P.D.	Lott	’37, a professor 
emeritus who served in roles 
such as supervising teacher 
at Keith School and chair of 
the elementary education 
department, died February 21, 
2012. He retired in 1979, after 30 
years at IUP.

Richard	Peduzzi	M’85, who 
taught sociology at IUP, died 
January 18, 2012.

Dorothy	North	Schrock	’40, 
a faculty member from 1968 
to 1976 who started at the 
Punxsutawney campus, died 
November 3, 2011.

Katherine	Stahlman	’58, who 
taught nutrition classes at IUP 
from 1969 until her retirement in 
1978, died February 6, 2012.

Leonard	Tepper, a professor 
emeritus and member of the 
Geography Department, died 
February 23, 2012. He taught at 
IUP for 25 years, retiring in 1994. 

Jane	Bosley	Whisner	’68, a 
faculty member from 1980 to 
2002 and director of the Center for 
Career and Technical Education 
Personnel Preparation, died 
January 9, 2012.

Halley	Willison, a professor 
emeritus and member of the 
Mathematics Department from 
1966 to 1980, died February 9, 
2011.

FAcULTY 
DEATHS
In recent months, 
the following former 
faculty members died:

Falling	Voices
The IUP Symphony Orchestra, 
Wind Ensemble, and members 
of the Chorale and Chorus 
performed Jack Stamp’s 
“Canticle: Voces Candentes 
(Falling Voices)” in December 
in Fisher Auditorium. Stamp 
’76, right, University Professor 
and chair of the IUP Music 
Department, wrote the 
canticle in commemoration 
of the 10th anniversary of the 
September 11, 2001, terrorist 
attacks. Joining him on stage 
was Michael Hood, left, dean 
of the College of Fine Arts, who 
narrated the piece. The librettist 
was award-winning poet Anna 
George Meek.
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had lost weight in recent months, most 
notably Wazoo, and their determination 
and fortitude won them a trip, although I’m 
not sure where to (Florida?). It took place 
on the basketball court in the old gym in 
Waller Hall. Sue was a member of Sigma 
Kappa sorority. The participants were not 
allowed to sleep nor sit down save for short 
breaks and had to constantly be moving or 
be disqualified.

It is possible I have other photos of both 
Wazoo and Sue, as they were part of our 
extended group of friends. At the time, I 
was living across the street at 1100 Oakland 
Avenue, the “Mars Hotel,” in a house of 
Alpha Sigma Alpha sisters, now the site of 
Taco Bell.

Rebecca Heim Fonzone ’77
Orefield, Pa.

Fund-raiser, Too
After reading my latest IUP Magazine, I had 
to dig out my Indiana Gazette article [from 
March 2, 1974] from the first marathon held 

at IUP. We raised $700 and thought that was 
fantastic.

Ruth Ray Yatzkanic ’75, M’99
Home, Pa.

Almost There
I am not in that pic, but I certainly remember 
participating in the marathon with my 
partner, Steve Bell ’78. We almost made it to 
the end! Steve kept getting big leg cramps, so 
we had to quit. It was a great time—sorry I 
can’t help identify any of those people.

Chris Straka Hess ’78
Mount Wolf, Pa.

Possible ID
I may be wrong, but the man on the right 
(dancer) may be Jim Stobie ’73, M’76, a grad 
student when I left in ’75.

Lee Cole ’75
Evergreen, Colo.
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Titanic
Adventures

By Bob Fulton

David Concannon has never regretted turning 
his back on a certain toilet paper price-fixing 
case. In a roundabout way, it led him to the 
wreck of the Titanic.

Concannon is one lawyer who—no joke—really has been 
at the bottom of the ocean. A 1988 IUP graduate who runs 
his own law firm in the Delaware County community of 
Wayne, Concannon has made four descents in the deep-
diving submersible Mir to the floor of the North Atlantic, 
12,460 feet beneath the surface, to explore the remains of 
the ill-fated luxury liner and recover artifacts. While there, 
peering through portholes at an alien world, Concannon 
was struck, as if by a thunderbolt, by the realization that 
he belongs to an ultraexclusive fraternity. Few people on 
the planet have visited the grave site of the great ship, 
which sank on its maiden voyage 100 years ago this 
month.

“It amazes me that more people stand on the summit of 
Mount Everest in a year than have ever seen the Titanic,” 
Concannon said. “I led the last expedition to explore it 
with submersibles in 2005, and we figured then that the 
number was somewhere in the neighborhood of 130 to 
140—ever. I think there have been between 600 and 700 
people in space, so that gives you a context. It’s a very 
small group.”

Yet Concannon’s Titanic experience represents—pardon 
the expression—only the tip of the iceberg. He has 
traveled the globe like a modern-day Phileas Fogg in 
pursuit of adventure, climbing Mount Kilimanjaro, 
Africa’s highest peak at 19,340 feet; diving to a depth of 
16,100 feet and finding treasure in the Bermuda Triangle; 
leading an expedition that discovered two sunken World 
War II-era fighter planes; sailing through the Beagle 
Channel at the southern tip of South America, as Charles 
Darwin did; dodging bullets in Cartagena, Colombia, 
when rebels opened fire near his hotel; and scuba diving 
in the Bahamas with former astronauts Buzz Aldrin and 
Guy Bluford as sharks circled languidly. 

Concannon is regarded with such esteem in exploring 
circles that he became one of a handful of people under 
the age of 30 to join the prestigious Explorers Club, 
an international society that promotes the scientific 
exploration of land, sea, air, and space. He also displaced 
astronaut Kathryn Sullivan as the youngest member of 
the Sea-Space Symposium, an elite group of high-powered 
leaders in space and ocean exploration, and served 
as general counsel to the X Prize Foundation, which 
promotes private space flight. In addition, Concannon 
founded and now manages Explorer Consulting, LLC, 

“What do you call a thousand 
lawyers chained together at 
the bottom of the ocean? 
A good start.”

—joke told by Tom Hanks, 
as attorney Andrew Beckett, 

in the movie Philadelphia

The bow of the Titanic as it appears today, 
100 years after sinking, at the bottom of 
the North Atlantic Ocean EM
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which assists in exploration projects. In that 
role, he has worked with NASA, National 
Geographic Television, the Discovery 
Channel, and Oscar-winning director James 
Cameron (Titanic), who hired Concannon 
as an advisor when his company, Earthship 
Productions, filmed documentaries on 
the Titanic and the World War II German 
battleship Bismarck.

It was a request for assistance by Don 
Walsh, his admitted “hero,” that triggered 
Concannon’s forays into the field of 
exploration. Walsh, who in 1960 piloted 
the bathyscaphe Trieste to a record depth of 
35,800 feet in the Mariana Trench, east of the 
Philippines, casually handed Concannon 
an envelope during a Philadelphia chapter 
meeting of the Explorers Club in 1998.

“It was a motion for a preliminary 
injunction to keep him from leading an 
expedition to the Titanic,” Concannon 
recalled. “I said, ‘Don, were you thinking 
about going to the Titanic?’ And he said, 
‘Yeah, I was.’ So there was a lawsuit to keep 
him from doing that. And he said, ‘Can you 
help me?’”

The managing partner at the firm where 
Concannon was then employed advised 
him to pass.

“He said, ‘It will distract you from the 
work we want you to do,’” Concannon 
recalled. “The alternative was a toilet paper 
price-fixing case. So I told Don I’d help 
him. And that really did change my life. I 
lecture all over the world, and I like to talk 
to kids more than anything. I tell them 
you never know when an opportunity is 
going to come up. You never know when 
something’s going to fall into your lap. 
My advice is, ‘Don’t say, why should I do 
something? Just say, why not?’”

Concannon embraced his opportunity, took 
the case all the way to the Supreme Court, 
and won. A year later, he found himself 
aboard the Russian research vessel Keldysh, 
floating more than two miles above 
Titanic’s final resting place. Concannon 
had been hired by RMS Titanic, Inc., the 
company that owns the salvage rights to the 
ship, to help organize the expedition and act 
as co-leader. He was about to fulfill a dream 
that dated to 1985, when a crew headed by 
oceanographer Robert Ballard located the 
wreck.

“I remember where I was when I heard the 
Titanic had been found,” Concannon said. 
“I was driving back to IUP with a classmate, 
Lisa Cobes, who was the captain of the 
synchronized swimming team, and we 

were in her car when we heard on the radio 
that it had been discovered. I remember 
thinking, ‘Wow, that’s cool. I’d love to go 
there someday.’”

He did just that in 2000, squeezing into the 
compact, titanium-hulled Mir along with 
cinematographer Ralph White and pilot 
Anatoly Sagalevitch for the two-and-a-half-
hour descent to the wreck, pulse quickening 
as the sub’s powerful halogen lights pierced 
the inky blackness to reveal haunting 
sights. Concannon made three dives that 
year, during which he found a new debris 
field, a mile and a half in length, leading 
away from the wreck; recovered the ship’s 
main compass from the bridge; gazed into 
the stateroom of Titanic Captain Edward 
Smith, its most prominent feature being his 
porcelain bathtub; and spotted hundreds 
of artifacts—china, wash bowls, cups, 
crystal decanters, copper pots, and other 
cooking utensils. A leather bag belonging to 
passenger Edgar Samuel Andrew, retrieved 
using the sub’s mechanical arm, proved 
particularly poignant in light of what 
Concannon learned later. The 17-year-old 
Andrew penned a letter to his friend Josey 
Cowan two days before Titanic departed 
Southampton, England, expressing irritation 
that he had to transfer from another White 
Star liner to Titanic, forcing him to leave 

England a week early and therefore miss 
Cowan’s arrival from Argentina. Wrote 
Andrew, “Right now I wish the Titanic 
were lying at the bottom of the ocean.” He 
perished along with more than 1,500 others 
the night of April 14-15, 1912. Cowan’s 
family kept the letter a secret for 90 years, 
coming forward only after Concannon 
found Andrew’s bag.

“It’s very, very chilling,” he said. “I think, of 
all my Titanic experiences, that’s what I’m 
most proud of—recovering that and adding 
that footnote to the history of the ship and 
the passengers and crew.”

He returned to Titanic in 2003 and made a 
third visit in 2005, an expedition chronicled 
by a film crew for a program that aired on 
the History Channel in 2006. (Concannon 
was conspicuous in his IUP sweatshirt. In 
another nod to his alma mater, he regularly 
listened to the Clarks, a popular rock band 
that formed on campus, during Mir dives.) 
All told, Concannon has been deeply 
involved in six Titanic expeditions and 
peripherally in two others. Given that, it’s 
surprising that he much prefers to discuss 
his experiences with another ship that, 
in contrast to Titanic, never gripped the 
public’s imagination or inspired movies and 
books. In fact, its very name is unknown.

In 2001, Concannon served as advisor to and 
was a participant in the so-called Atlantic 
Sands expedition to the Bermuda Triangle 
that located the deepest wooden shipwreck 
ever found. He made one dive in the Mir to 
the wreck, situated at 16,100 feet, about 300 
miles off Florida’s Atlantic coast, just north 
of the Bahamas. 

“The ship was sitting upright, almost 
completely intact,” Concannon recalled. 
“There were literally a pile of things on 
the back deck—a chest, octants, telescopes, 

dishes, just sitting there. The hold was filled 
with coconuts and there were rum bottles 
in the bow. So we called it the piña colada 
wreck.” 

Of considerably more value were coins 
recovered from the stern, including between 
1,600 and 1,800 Spanish pieces of eight, 
the most recent dated 1809. Expedition 
members also unearthed proof that what 
they initially assumed was a merchant 
vessel was actually a slave ship.

“We found a newspaper, wrapped around 
gold coins inside a gold snuff box, that 
was from Jamaica, and it showed the 
sale of slaves,” Concannon said. “The ship 
had come from Africa, the crew dropped 
off its human cargo in Jamaica, sold the 
slaves, and it had the money and goods 
that it could sell in England, most likely. 
So that was pretty neat, that we unraveled 
this mystery. The reason that ship’s more 
exciting to me than Titanic is we know a 
hell of a lot about the Titanic—there are 
thousands of photographs from the period, 
there are drawings, there are witness 
accounts. It’s been well-documented. But 
this was a complete mystery. We had to dig, 
dig, dig, dig, dig and do some detective work. 
And we got some answers.”

The irony in his dives to the Atlantic Sands 
wreck and the Titanic is that Concannon 
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Scuba diving with the sharks: 
David Concannon, astronaut 
Guy Bluford, and NASA’s Gary 
Martin, left to right, in the 
Bahamas in 2010

“It amazes me that more 
people stand on the summit 
of Mount Everest in a year 

than have ever seen 
the Titanic.” 

never figured he’d be one of those lawyers 
at the bottom of the ocean Andrew Beckett 
joked about. He never even figured he’d be 
a lawyer.

“I thought I’d go into finance,” Concannon 
said. “Then, in October of my senior year at 
IUP, the stock market dropped about 500 
points in one day and all of my job offers 
went away. I needed to find something else 
to do. And so I ended up in law school.”

Widener University School of Law, near 
Philadelphia, to be precise. Concannon 
later spent 10 weeks in Kenya studying 
international environmental law and for 
fun visited neighboring Tanzania to tackle 
Kilimanjaro. His ascent was a springboard of 
sorts to the kind of extreme elevations and 
depths and out-of-the-way destinations that 
mark him, by any measure, as a rara avis.

Small wonder then that Concannon holds 
listeners spellbound recounting tales of his 
adventures during speaking engagements 
that have taken him to five continents. He’s 
counted among the few people to have 
visited the wreck of the Titanic, but that’s 
only the tip of the iceberg. Concannon 
has also found treasure in the Bermuda 
Triangle, located two sunken World War II-
era aircraft, followed Charles Darwin’s route 
through Tierra del Fuego, played a role in 
the first private space flight, and gone scuba 
diving in the company of two astronauts—
and many more sharks.

“I’ve had more than my fair share of once-
in-a-lifetime experiences,” Concannon 
admitted.

All because he turned his back on a certain 
toilet paper price-fixing case. m

David Concannon boarding the Mir 
submersible in 2005 for the two-and-a-
half-hour descent to the Titanic wreckage 

A crane on the Russian research 
vessel Keldysh lowers the Mir into 
the North Atlantic.
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Smarts 

beyond 
Sports

By Emily Wells Altomare

If not, he would recommit to academics. 

Hardy lost his qualifying match. But, he’s quick to point out Mike 
Tyson lost his, too. 

Hardy didn’t give up on sports. Instead, he incorporated athletics 
into the rest of his schooling and his career, which has spanned 
roles including sports agent, stockbroker, marketer, translator, 
and international business advisor. A 1993 recipient of IUP’s 
Distinguished Alumni Award, he discussed his experiences and 
dished out career advice during two events in the fall—a campus 
visit as part of the Eberly College of Business and Information 
Technology’s Entrepreneur in Residence program and an alumni 
panel presentation in New York—at which he encouraged students 
to take advantage of opportunities on campus.

Though Hardy admits he didn’t apply himself at Philadelphia’s 
Central High School, he came to IUP for “total immersion” in 
his studies. While earning a bachelor’s degree in Marketing, he 
participated in two influential IUP offerings. 

The first was the Program of Scholars, 
founded in the early 1970s by faculty 
member Crawford Johnson. Through the 
program, which targeted mainly African-
Americans, high-achieving students like 
Hardy served as role models for their more 
underprepared classmates. They also visited 
high schools across the state to encourage 
students to attend college.

Another was the Critical Languages 
Program, which paired students with native 
speakers of a foreign language on campus. 
Hardy studied Japanese and Chinese. 
He had discovered a knack for learning 
languages in high school, where he took 
up French and won a national Spanish 
competition.

IUP is also where Hardy was introduced 
to boxing. He took part in a Golden Gloves 
exhibition on a whim and won his match. 
After training with Johnny Kostas ’49, 
who ran the Indiana County Boxing Club, 
Hardy went on to win the Pennsylvania 
State Heavyweight Championship, which 
qualified him for the Olympic trials.
 
Instead of heading to Los Angeles for the 
1984 games, Hardy enrolled in the Joseph 
H. Lauder Institute of Management and 
International Studies at the Wharton School 
of the University of Pennsylvania. The 
program involves 24 months straight of 
course work to earn an MBA and a second 
master’s degree. It requires fluency in a 
foreign language and, in Hardy’s case, 
involved studying at the Beijing Foreign 
Languages Institute. Hardy was in the 
program’s first graduating class. 

As he began working in finance, he 
continued to box, earning him the moniker 
“the fighting stockbroker.” Boxing Scene 
magazine named his 1989 victory over Ike 
Padilla in Madison Square Garden one of 
the top 20 matches of the decade.

In the mid-1980s, Hardy learned on 
television that Muhammad Ali was 
planning a “goodwill mission” to China 
and “exhausted every effort” to become the 
boxing legend’s interpreter. “Ali was my 
favorite athlete of all time,” he said. “Still is.”

His admiration for Ali, combined with 
his fluency in the language and passion 
for China (his cuffs are embroidered 
with Chinese characters for “lee lan,” the 
equivalent of his name), created a perfect 
opportunity. “There could be no better fit,” 
he said.

With the help of boxing columnist Elmer 
Smith, Hardy was able to meet Ali at the 
Chinese Embassy in Washington, D.C., 
where he proved himself by arranging visas 
for the entourage. Since the trip, the two 
have stayed in touch. Hardy accompanied 

Ali to the funeral of another boxing 
champion, Joe Frazier, in November.

Included among the sports icons Hardy 
has worked with are tennis greats Venus 
and Serena Williams. Their father, Richard 
Williams, saw Hardy as a sports agent in an 
ESPN interview when the girls were just six 
and seven years old. Impressed by Hardy’s 
commitment to academics in combination 
with his sports and business acumen, 
Williams hired Hardy as the family’s 
business advisor, a role he held for about 15 
years while the sisters rose to the top ranks 
of women’s tennis.

Also based on his experience in sports and 
finance, Hardy began to nurture a concept 
to help prevent athletes from being taken 
advantage of by managers and agents. 
He can rattle off names of several pros 
who ended up broke from bad business 
deals despite lucrative contracts. Athletes 
need help saving for their retirement or a 
potential career-ending injury, he said.

Hardy launched BICEPS, the Business 
Institute for Continuing Education in 
Professional Sports, at the Wharton School 
in 2002. He developed a curriculum that 
focused on the fundamentals: reading 
financial statements, investing in real 
estate and the stock market, the principles 
of accounting, saving for retirement, and 
“understanding yourself as a brand.” 

He would also like to start an 
entrepreneurial institute to help athletes 
launch businesses. “It’s all about 
entrepreneurship through sports,” he said.

But BICEPS isn’t Hardy’s sole focus these 

days. Another is Very Pretty Skin, a line 
of cosmeceuticals he developed with his 
wife of 20 years, plastic and reconstructive 
surgeon Rosetta Garries.

He is also interested in “harnessing the 
mobile world” through the development 
of applications for smartphones, tablets, 
and other devices. Hardy owns what is 
considered one of the Internet’s most 
valuable domain names, www.newyork.
com. He is the original registrant, having 
purchased the URL in 1994, and has refused 
to sell despite reported multimillion-dollar 
offers. It is one of more than a thousand 
domain names, on a variety of topics, Hardy 
owns. In fact, he would like to develop 
websites with IUP students as a way to help 
them gain real-world experience.

As for Hardy’s education—it’s something he 
continues to use in everyday life.
While doing a follow-up phone interview 
from his car, Hardy was asked by a postman, 
who happened to be Chinese, to back up 
and give him room to unload his truck. 

“Listen to this,” Hardy said over the phone. 
He lowered his window and addressed the 
man—in Chinese. There was a stunned 
pause, followed by an explosion of laughter. 
“You speak Chinese!” the man exclaimed.

After they chatted in Chinese, Hardy came 
back on the phone. “That’s a real world 
example of education right there,” he said. 
“That man’s perception of a black man 
might be different now.” m

Emily Wells Altomare ’04 is a freelance 
writer and graphic designer.

Leland Hardy 
addressed a crowd in 
Eberly Auditorium 
in November while 
visiting campus 
for the college’s 
Entrepreneur in 
Residence program. 

In 1984, his senior year at IUP, 
Leland Hardy made a deal with 
himself. He would try out for 
the Olympic boxing team, and, 
if he made it, he would pursue a 
career as a professional athlete.

Above: While serving as Muhammad Ali’s interpreter during a trip 
to China in the 1980s, Leland Hardy, right, suited up against the 
boxing legend in Beijing. 
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NAMEDROPPERS

C urt	Cignetti held up 
his right hand and 
spread his thumb and 
index finger apart a 

few inches.

“We were that far from being 
9-1,” Cignetti said, summing up 
his first season as IUP’s football 
coach.

Indeed, the Crimson Hawks 
were awfully close to a 
sparkling season. Instead, they 
settled for a respectable 7-3 
mark that included narrow 
losses to Bloomsburg and 
Slippery Rock in games they 
had a very real chance of 
winning.

The Crimson Hawks achieved a 
lot in the fall of 2011. They went 
5-2 in the tough Pennsylvania 
State Athletic Conference West 
Division and stayed in the 
playoff race until their last few 
games.

Considering the program had 
won only half of its 22 previous 
games, winning 7 out of 10 
might seem like a good year. 
But Cignetti doesn’t want his 
team to think it has achieved 
anything yet.

“You work every day to be the 
best you can be, and it’s good 
to see the results,” he said. “But 
at the same time, I think as a 
football team we need to be 
hungry to take another step. 
We’re starting a new year. 
Whatever happened in the past 
is in the past. There’s a lot more 
to achieve out there.”

When the season ended, a 
handful of players earned 
all-star honors—most notably 
punter Grant	Schallock, who 
was named to the All-PSAC 
team, as well as Don Hansen’s 
All-Region and All-America 
teams. Also named to the 
all-region squad were tackle 
Byron	Dovales,	running back 
Harvie	Tuck, safety Johnny	
Franco,	and kicker Brett	
Ullman.

Aside from the awards and the 
wins, Cignetti said the lasting 
impression of his first season 
will be a change in identity for 
the program. The team that had 
fallen on hard times is back to 
prominence, and that’s what 
the rookie coach is most proud 
of.

“I thought we had great buy-in 
from the kids,” he said. “They 
worked extremely hard. We 
played well, extremely well, 
especially the last two-thirds of 
the season. I think we changed 
the culture and the mind-set.”

More Football
Frank	Cignetti	Jr.	’89 made 
a move back to the NFL in 
January when he was hired as 
the quarterbacks coach by the 
St. Louis Rams. He spent the last 
three years in the college game, 
most recently as the offensive 
coordinator at Rutgers.

After several years as an NFL 
assistant,	Tony	Marciano	
’78 has become a staple in the 
college ranks. This fall, he’ll 
serve as the offensive line coach 
at Incarnate Word University, 
an NCAA Division II school in 
Texas.

Former standout defensive 
lineman Matt	Scott	’08 is an 
assistant coach at Division I 
Albany.

Two former IUP assistant 
football coaches received 
promotions in February. D.K.	
McDonald, who coached 
defensive backs from 2006 to 
2010, was hired for the same 
job at Toledo. He coached in 
2011 at William & Mary. Also, 
Nick	Sirianni,	who was the 
Crimson Hawks’ wide receivers 
coach from 2006 to 2009, was 
promoted by the NFL’s Kansas 
City Chiefs from offensive 
quality control coach to wide 
receivers coach. McDonald and 
Sirianni were brought to IUP by 
former head coach Lou	Tepper, 
who went 36-18 in five seasons. 
Tepper, who did not coach 
in 2011, is back in the game 
after being named defensive 
coordinator at the University of 
Buffalo in February.

Akwasi	Owusu-Ansah is 
the last remaining former IUP 
player in the NFL. A defensive 
back coming out of college, 
Owusu-Ansah spent part of the 
2011 season with the Dallas 
Cowboys as a wide receiver 

before being released. He was 
quickly snatched up by the 
Jacksonville Jaguars, who made 
him their return specialist.

Men’s Basketball
The Crimson Hawks’ quest 
for a third straight PSAC title 
fell just short, but that didn’t 
keep the team from reaching 
new heights. Behind seniors 
Julian	Sanders and Ashton	
Smith, IUP went 23-6, won the 
PSAC West crown, and earned 
spots in the PSAC and NCAA 
Division II Atlantic Regional 
tournaments. Sanders and 
Smith became the only IUP 
players to end their careers 
with at least 100 victories, 
finishing with 104. Smith 
was named the PSAC West 
Athlete of the Year, marking 
the third straight year an IUP 
player earned the honor, while 
Sanders was named first-team 
All-PSAC West. Additionally, 
Joe	Lombardi was named the 
division’s Coach of the Year.

Women’s Basketball
Many questions surrounded 
head coach Jeff Dow’s team as it 
entered the season with largely 
a new roster. But it didn’t take 

long for the Crimson Hawks 
to answer. IUP won its first 
13 games and rolled up a 23-7 
record that included a trip to the 
PSAC playoffs and the NCAA 
Division II Atlantic Regional. 
Led by seniors Vianca	Tejada 
and Arika	Ullman,	plus 
the efforts of junior Sarah	
Pastorek, the Crimson Hawks 
were easily the most pleasant 
surprise in the league. Pastorek 
was named to the first-team 
All-PSAC West, while five 
freshmen—Lisa	Burton,	Amy	
Fairman,	Marita	Mathe,	
Leslie	Stapleton,	and Ashley	
Stoner—contributed to what 
looks like a bright future.

Cross Country
Led by the 12th-place finish of 
Victor	Costello, the IUP men’s 
and women’s cross country 
teams each placed 10th at the 
NCAA Atlantic Regional meet 
in November. 

Costello finished the 
10-kilometer race in 32 
minutes, 54 seconds, which 
earned him all-region honors. 
Alyssa	Taddie was IUP’s top 
female finisher, running the 
6-kilometer race in 23:38, good 
for 31st place.

At the PSAC meet earlier in the 
month, the IUP men placed 9th 
out of 14 teams, and the women 
were 8th out of 10 teams.

Field Hockey
Five members of the field 
hockey team earned individual 
honors after the Crimson 
Hawks capped the season with 
a 12-7 record that included a 
run to the PSAC semifinals. 
Shannon	Sullivan and 
Anouk	Sickman	were named 
second-team All-Americans, 
and Casey	McGowan was 
tabbed the Freshman of 
the Year by the PSAC and 
was named to the national 
freshman team. In addition, 
Erin	Shirk and Sarah	
Lemieux joined Sullivan, 
Sickman, and McGowan on the 
all-conference team.

The Crimson Hawks finished 
with a winning record for the 
first time since 2008. They lost 
in the conference semifinals 
to Bloomsburg, the top-ranked 
team in the country.

Men’s Golf
Four was great, but five is even 
better, the golf team will attest.

Nine strokes back at the end 
of the first round of the PSAC 
Championships, the Crimson 
Hawks rallied behind Brad	
Boyle’s	individual title to 
claim their fifth straight 
conference championship in 
October at the Hershey Links.

Boyle fired a 68 in the second 
round, 10 strokes better than 
his first-round total, to win the 
individual title by 3 strokes. 
IUP ended up winning the 
team title by 13 strokes over 
California and 21 over first-
round leader Clarion. Zack	
Kempa	and Derek	Baker each 
shot a 153 to tie for fifth place 
overall.

Women’s Soccer
The women’s soccer team 
finished another standout 
season with a trip to the PSAC 
quarterfinals. At the conclusion 
of the season, three members 
raked in honors, including 
seniors Melissa	Kornock 
and Heather	Robbins,	who 

were named to the Daktronics 
All-Region team. Kornock and 
Robbins were also picked for 
the all-conference team, as was 
Tonya	Fabian, a sophomore. 
The Crimson Hawks advanced 
to the PSAC playoffs for the 
eighth straight year and 
finished with an 11-4-2 record.

In another note, former IUP 
head coach Eric	Bell, who 
guided the team in 2000, was 
named the head women’s 
coach at Texas Christian 
University in December.

Women’s Tennis
Maybe no team on campus 
was on a hotter streak than 
the tennis team, which was 
unbeaten in three matches 
when the fall season ended in 
October.

Last spring, the Crimson 
Hawks went 21-7 and 
advanced to the PSAC 
team tournament for 
the first time in school 
history. Those benchmarks 
helped Larry	Peterson	
earn honors as the United 
States Tennis Association 
Middle States Coach of the 
Year. Additionally,	Tabtip	
Louhabanjong was named 
the PSAC West Freshman of 
the Year and Intercollegiate 
Tennis Association Atlantic 
Region Rookie of the Year.

Women’s Volleyball
Senior Danielle	Ostendorf	
capped her season with a 
special honor when she was 
named a recipient of the 
PSAC Fall Top 10 Award, 
which recognizes success 
both on the court and in the 
classroom. Every semester, 
the PSAC honors five female 
and five male athletes for 
their combined academic and 
athletic success. 

Ostendorf was named to the 
all-conference team for the 
Crimson Hawks, who finished 
11-22 overall. She led IUP in 
kills and was third in blocks. 
Meantime, the Cook Honors 
College student maintained 
a 4.0 cumulative grade-point 
average and was a Fulbright 
Scholarship finalist.

BY MATT BURGLUND

For up-to-the-minute news on IUP sports,
visit www.iupathletics.com. There you’ll 

find all the newest news Namedroppers can’t 
bring you because of deadline constraints.
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Curt Cignetti finished his first season as football head coach 7-3 but still hungry to do better next fall.

Former members of the women’s basketball team, pictured, and the men’s team were honored during the 
basketball home openers November 12, 2011, in the Kovalchick Convention and Athletic Complex. 
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The Science of Making 

Culinary 
Artists
By Regan Houser

As Chef Albert Wutsch made his way to the 
beef lab, he stopped to wish the best of luck 
to a student who was leaving the program. 
He told her that she should call him if he 
could do anything to assist her in the future. 
He meant it.

After all, not everyone can meet the 
demands of his rigorous program, and 
some students discover they don’t have 
the passion to finish, but that doesn’t mean 
he and his team of teaching chefs don’t 
care. The IUP Academy of Culinary Arts 
distinguishes itself from other culinary 
institutes by remaining small and exclusive. 
Situated in downtown Punxsutawney, the 
academy has worked its way into being a 
landmark presence in the borough since its 
establishment in the mid-1980s. 

Wutsch has led the program for more 
than two decades. He and his faculty 
are the lodestar for each class of about 
100 students—many recent high school 
graduates who come from across the 
country and ocean—to realize their dreams 
of becoming professional chefs.

Small class size is not the academy’s only 
unusual feature. Students enrolled in the 
Culinary Arts program enter together, 
as a cohort, receive instruction for three 
semesters, and then complete an externship. 
The academy also offers students the 
opportunity to continue their studies in 
a Baking and Pastry Arts program that 
consists of two semesters and an externship.

“What students learn on the externship 
is the production component of their 
instruction—meaning, in a professional 
setting, two of us would cook breakfast for 
400 people,” Wutsch said. “We aren’t going 
to do that at school. We can simulate the 
setting, but it’s on-the-job training that 
completes the education.”

Wutsch puts great emphasis on externships. 
He and his fellow faculty members have a 
long tradition of cultivating relationships 
with contacts across the country. They 

favor resort and club properties, because they generally provide 
multiple settings for students to work in, facilitating a variety 
of experience but negating the need to travel to more than one 
location. They strive to create opportunities with prestigious 
operations, because such experience sets the tone for the students’ 
careers. Often, because the externship sites have invested in the 
aspiring chefs’ training, the students will be offered permanent 
employment.

But, in the months before the externship experience, the program 
provides instruction in a service-driven atmosphere, using the 
same philosophy that drives the world’s best resorts, hotels, and 
restaurants, Wutsch said.

“If you visit a five-star or five-diamond property, guests drive the 
decision making. Guest service is what it’s all about. The systems 
don’t drive the decisions. The Ritz Carlton and properties like it 
are service driven. We view our students as guests, and we try 
to provide the best service we can to meet their needs. That’s a 
very different philosophy from other culinary institutes—we can 
manage that because we’re small.”

Wutsch said he and his faculty try to instill in students that a 
chef’s skill set has three parts: food and technical knowledge of 
cooking, the business aspects—“because they’ll be in business to 
make money; a chef isn’t just a cook”—and the people component.

“They have to know the systems,” he said, “but they need to 
recognize they’re working in the hospitality industry.

“Those philosophies are incorporated into everything we do 
throughout the curriculum,” he said. “Just because you saved 
$15,000 in your linen budget doesn’t mean that you’ve met the 
needs of your guests. You may have exceeded certain expectations, 
but you wouldn’t necessarily have met your guests’ needs.”  

Generally, demand for trained chefs is high, Wutsch said, but 
demand is higher for culinarians trained in the spirit of his 
program.

“We graduate only a hundred students at a time, and we’re finding 
we don’t have enough to place at these high-quality properties. 
Our baking students leave in May to go on their externships. Each 
of them has a job waiting when they finish. Fifty percent of them 
had a job a year before they were set to leave here.”

Like a proud father, Wutsch likes to talk about the academy’s 
alumni, whom he hopes will continue to stay in touch, although 
he recognizes the nature of their profession usually results in 
many career moves.

“We have had so many success stories,” he said. “We have
executive chefs, pastry chefs, owners of their own 
establishments—they’ve done so many different kinds of 
wonderful things. Some have become culinary educators and are 
sending students to us.”

While many of his students have moved on to lofty careers, 
Wutsch’s goal remains focused on producing students who have 
strong basic skills—and fire in the belly.

“When they get out there and start working, they can build on all 
the fluff and fancy stuff, but it’s their attitude and passion that will 
be their solid foundation.” m
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Chef Albert Wutsch

We want to recruit 
the most qualified 
students to IUP.
While you have seen reports about our rising 
enrollment, we plan to increase the number of 
highly qualified students who choose IUP over 
other schools. To do that, we have established 
the Academic Achievement Scholarship, which 
our undergraduate admissions staff will use to 
defray the cost of tuition. We want to make IUP an 
even more attractive choice for the region’s best 
students. The goal is to recruit the most qualified 
students with $1,000 and $2,000 awards and 
keep them here with renewable funding that is 
contingent upon academic performance.

How can you help?
Give to the Academic Achievement Scholarship 
Fund today. We hope to be able to make our first 
awards to freshmen who will enter IUP in the fall of 
2013. To make a gift to the fund, visit www.iup.edu/
giveagift.

Recommend IUP to a qualified high school 
student. Students who have a minimum GPA 
of 3.25 and a minimum SAT score of 1050 will 
be considered for the Academic Achievement 
Scholarship. Visit www.iup.edu/admissions for 
information.
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Aself-sustaining operation, the IUP 
Academy of Culinary Arts receives 
none of its operating budget 

from state appropriations, although the 
academy does receive support from the 
Punxsutawney Area Trust and IUP. With a 
100 percent placement rate—students either 
enter the job market or enter a bachelor’s 
degree program at IUP—the academy 
would appear to have everything it needs to 
operate effectively. But, Chef Albert Wutsch 
has identified several areas of need that 
would improve its instructional atmosphere 
and further benefit its reputation.

Scholarships
Each student must purchase a supply 
packet. The academy purchases the supplies 
at cost, so the student is obligated for just 
$1,500.

“It’s a steal,” Wutsch said of the packets, 
which contain knives, tools, uniforms, 
and books that fully equip students, who 
pay just around $7,900 per semester for 
instruction costs and fees. Wutsch is seeking 
benefactors who will cover the cost of 
supply packets as a form of scholarship 
award.

New Building
All culinary students take computer and 
math classes and access the library at nearby 
IUP Punxsutawney on Winslow Street—
an arrangement Wutsch likes. Culinary 
Arts students take classes on Gilpin Street, 
while the Baking and Pastry Arts students 
spend their time in the Fairman Centre, a 

new facility a few blocks away on Findley 
Street. Wutsch said the differences between 
the instructional facilities at Fairman, 
which was designed in consultation with 
the academy chefs, and those in the main 
academy facility, are dramatic. 

“If I do a demonstration [in the Gilpin Street 
facility], I have my back to the students—
they can’t hear me or see how I’m doing 
something. Our kitchens were not designed 
for instruction,” he said. 

While he would like to increase the 
enrollment in the Culinary Arts and Baking 
and Pastry Arts programs just slightly, he 
and his colleagues would like to venture 
into continuing education and in-service 
programs for secondary teachers that could 
provide more revenue and strengthen ties 
with area high schools. A new building 
would help to make that possible.

The current facility also lacks storage space, 
interfering with purchasing food and other 
supplies.

Equipment
With the number of dishes students prepare 
each day, tools and equipment take a 

beating. Wutsch said the academy has an 
immediate need for replacements, since 
the equipment at the Gilpin Street facility 
is now 20 years old. He would like to equip 
his stations with high-quality commercial 
brands, such as All-Clad, KitchenAid, or 
Hobart. 

“Commercial equipment lasts a long time, 
but it costs a lot,” Wutsch said. “One pan 
might cost more than $100, and we’d need 
eight dozen” to be fully equipped. He 
specified the need for eight new tabletop 
mixers for the Gilpin Street facility at a 
cost of more than $500 apiece and a dozen 
food processors at $700 apiece. Wutsch also 
needs to purchase six induction cooktops—
portable burners that cook with no flame—
at a cost of $700 each.

Wutsch said the Gilpin Street facility has 18 
refrigeration units, and he replaces one a 
year on an 18-year cycle. With thousands of 
dollars in food stored in the facility weekly, 

he can’t afford to be without. And, he now 
needs to replace a dishwasher, which is 
roughly an $8,000 expense.  

Readers who would 
like to support the 
Academy of Culinary Arts 
may contact Bill Speidel at 
william.speidel@iup.edu 
or 724-357-2324. Visit 
www.iup.edu/giveagift 
to make an immediate 
gift to the Academy of 
Culinary Arts (fund 5271).

Rescuing someone from a smoke-filled apartment in the wee hours of the morning is not an experience most IUP students will have. But 
William Travis Burket, Matthew Reynolds, and Simeon Logan (left to right) have trained for it—and that’s exactly what they did October 20. As 
members of the “live-in” program at the Indiana Fire Association’s station along Indian Springs Road, the students receive free room and board 
in exchange for doing chores around the station and being on call for emergencies. In December, the IUP Council of Trustees recognized them, 
plus two other live-in firefighters, for their bravery in response to the October 20 fire. Burket and Logan are both juniors majoring in Safety 
Sciences; Reynolds, a senior, is a Criminology major.

AT	THE	READy
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What Future Chefs Need

Chef Albert Wutsch, center, discussed 
cooking with herbs with Academy of 
Culinary Arts students, from left, Diamoni 
White, of Philadelphia; Courtney Robison, 
of Industry; Chase Platt, of Hughesville; 
and Dong Hwan Choi, of Daegu City, South 
Korea.

Chef John Kapusta, right, worked with a 
student during a baking class. 
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ALL ABOUT ALUMNI
1940s
A business professor at Macomb 
Community College in Warren, 
Mich., for 20 years, Jean	
McDougall	Cornelius	’47 
moved to Cocoa Beach, Fla., 
with her husband in 1986. 
Among the alumni she has 
entertained at her Cocoa Beach 
condominium are Ardell	
McDowell	Jamison	’49 and 
Peggy	McHenry	Lepley-
Hermann	’49, who watched 
from Jean’s patio as manatees 
and dolphins swam in the 
Banana River; the late Patrick	
Stapleton	’49 and Madeline	
Feidler	Stapleton	’47;	Merle	
Loch	’56 and Janet	Cook	Loch	
’55;	Laura	Gault	Groomes	
’49; and Florence	Webster	
Gillette	’46. Some of her 
guests were able to see “space 
shots” from her front door, she 
reported.

1950s
An elementary school teacher 
in California for 28 years, 
Marilyn	Mooney	Bazley	’52 
retired in 1996 from the San 
Diego Unified School District. 
Since then, she returned to 
an earlier interest, art, and 
focused on jewelry making and 
lapidary work. Marilyn recently 
remarried, to William Bussey 
Jr., and moved to independent 
living at Mount Miguel 
Covenant Village in Spring 
Valley, Calif.

Dorothy	Gardner	Dringman	
’55,	a retired teacher and 
U.S. Postal Service employee, 
traveled extensively in 2010 
to Alaska, New Zealand, 
and Australia. She recently 
designed, built, and moved into 
her “final home” in Berthoud, 
Colo.

1960s
Among the alumni who shared 
stories about having several 
family members attend IUP 
was Patricia	Orendorff	Smith	
’64,	of Indiana, Pa. Her list of 
nearly 40 is on the Alumni 
Extra website. She is a daughter 
of the late Harold Orendorff, 
former Music Department chair 
and the first dean of the College 
of Fine Arts, and Genevieve 
Orendorff.

The University of Oxford in 
Oxford, England, published 
a peer-reviewed paper by 
Suzanne	Evagash	Miller	
’65 featuring the results of her 
study that used contemporary 
and classic children’s literature 
to help students distinguish 
between leaders and bullies. 
She presented her findings 
to international scholars 
at a University of Oxford 
roundtable symposium. 
Suzanne is a professor emerita 
in the Department of Education 
at Point Park University in 
Pittsburgh. In a career spanning 
more than 45 years, she taught 
in elementary, secondary, and 
higher education settings.

Friends for years, Dan	Bilko	
’66,	Dan	Kelly	’66,	M’70, 
and Al	Hicks	’68,	M’73	still 
get together for golfing trips, 
hunting in Montana, and 
vacations (a photo of the three 
in Florida is on the Alumni 
Extra website). Dan Bilko, a 
former tackle on the football 
team, and Al both retired from 
the Cambria Heights School 
District in Patton, Pa. Dan Kelly 
retired from Northern Cambria 
(Pa.) High School.

Lynn	McCutcheon	’67, 
editor of the North American 
Journal of Psychology, based 
in Winter Garden, Fla., recently 
coauthored a chapter in the 
textbook Media Psychology. 
The book is to be used by every 

secondary-equivalent student 
in England who takes the 
Media Psychology course.

The Pennsylvania Art 
Education Association named 
Suzan	Kerestes	Mohney	’67,	
M’73 the Outstanding Higher 
Education Art Educator for 
2011. A professor and director of 
student teachers at California 
University of Pennsylvania, 
Suzan is a candidate for an 
Ed.D. in teacher leadership 
through Walden University, 
based in Minneapolis.

Alexsandra	Szoch	Trofka	
’69 reports that she is “happy 
in Hawaii” and semiretired, 
though she works as a dance 
and yoga instructor. She lives in 
the Kula district of Maui.

1970s
John	Banghart	’71 and 
Evelyn	Davis	Banghart	
’71 in June took part in the 
Baltimore Symphony Orchestra 
Academy, an immersive 
week of playing and learning 
side-by-side with orchestra 
members and Music Director 
Marin Alsop. A number of 
classes, lectures, and other 
activities were part of the 
academy, which culminated 
with a concert of the full 
orchestra. The Bangharts 
counted among the highlights 
John’s playing alongside David 
Fedderly, BSO principal tuba, 
and Lyn’s meeting renowned 
horn player Barry Tuckwell. 
John is chief operating officer 
at the Maryland Automobile 
Insurance Fund, in addition to 
a piano tuner and technician. 
Lyn freelances as a piano 
accompanist and vocalist and 
has studied French horn for 
three years. The Bangharts 
perform with the Mid Shore 
Community Band in Easton, 
Md., the Burnished Brass 
Quintet, the Tidewater Singers, 
and the Tidewater Quartet. 

They are sharing photos from 
the academy and information 
about other family members 
who attended IUP on the 
Alumni Extra website. 

An employment interviewer 

for 29 years, Carmen	Beneccio	
’71, of Monessen, Pa., retired 
in June from the Pennsylvania 
Department of Labor.

Richard	Burkert	’73 was 
appointed in October to a two-

year term on the Pennsylvania 
Historic Preservation Board. He 
has served as executive director 
of the Johnstown (Pa.) Area 
Heritage Association since 1979. 

Michael	Daugherty	’73 

retired as North Huntingdon, 
Pa., police chief after 38 years in 
law enforcement. 

William	Stout	’73 started 
a four-year term in January 
as a Millvale, Pa., borough 
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Bottle Works Ethnic Arts 
Center in Johnstown, 
Pa., welcomed Sally	
Stewart	’56,	M’67, an 
artist and retired art 
instructor from the Greater 
Johnstown School District, 
into its Artists’ Hall of 
Fame in November. A 
1985 recipient of IUP’s 
Distinguished Alumni 
Award, Sally has received 
numerous honors for her 
watercolors and wood 
carvings. Her Out of the 
Depths I Cry to Thee, 
a collage of wood and 
steel, was inspired by the 
haunting images of the 
September 11 terrorist 
attacks. Sally also has 
been working on a series 
of crosses using woods 
from all over the world. 
She has made about 50 for 
the Lutheran Church of 
America to give to world 
dignitaries, and her crosses 
can be found in more 
than 20 countries. Sally 
is currently preparing for 
two one-woman shows 
in the fall, at the Cambria 
County Community Arts 
Center and at Mount 
Aloysius College.

For the past four years, 
photographer Joel	DeGrand	
’68 has been documenting 
what people wear and how 
it signifies what they do 
at work and play. A South 
Shore Arts exhibition is now 
showcasing the results.
The exhibit, Uniforms, 
Outfits, and Accessories, 
runs through mid-April at 
the Center for Visual and 
Performing Arts in Munster, 
Ind.  Featured are 20 of Joel’s 
life-size, environmental 
portraits of people in 

Bill, Circus Ringmaster, by Joel DeGrand Barry, Baker, Brookline, MA, by Joel DeGrand

uniform, including a firefighter, 
roller derby skater, coal miner, 
and more.
 Joel dabbled in these types 
of environmental portraits in 
the 1980s while working on a 
National Endowment for the 
Arts-funded photo essay about 
the Pittsburgh Renaissance, 
the city’s large-scale cleanup 
and revitalization project. 
In 2008, while leading his 
photography students on a trip 
to China, he became fascinated 
with the uniforms he saw and 
began shooting the full-body, 

documentary photographs 
that would characterize his 
Uniforms project. 
 “My hope is to choose wisely 
and find those unique uniforms, 
outfits, and accessories that 
best exemplify any particular 
culture and hopefully tell the 
story of the individual who 
wears these outfits,” he said.
In addition to his art education 
degree from IUP, Joel holds 
a Master of Fine Arts from 
the University of Oregon and 
serves as an adjunct professor 
at both Columbia College in 

Chicago and Moraine Valley 
Community College in Palos 
Hills, Ill. 
 His photographs are 
featured in museums and 
galleries across the country 
and in permanent collections 
at the Philadelphia Museum 
of Art, the Carnegie Museum 
of Art in Pittsburgh, and 
other locations. He and his 
wife, Amanda Freymann, 
live in Beverly Shores, Ind., 
and have a daughter, Anna-
Cara	DeGrand, and a son, 
Colton DeGrand.
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Terrence	Flaherty	’75 was 
in the wedding party when 
his nephew James	Flaherty	
III	’02 and Rebecca Bouboulis 
were married in August.

An eight-year board member of 
the Pennsylvania Association 
of Area Agencies on Aging, 
Leslie	Terputac	Grenfell	’75 
was appointed board president 
in July. The Monongahela 
resident has served as executive 
director of the Southwestern 
Pennsylvania Area Agency on 
Aging since 2001.

Alvin	Banks	’76, executive 
district sales manager at 
AstraZeneca Pharmaceuticals, 
entered his 30th year with the 
company. He has been honored 
with the Leadership Award 
and the Light House Award 
and is a three-time recipient of 
the Circle of Excellence Award. 
He lives in Southern New 
Jersey with his wife, Judith, an 
infectious disease physician, 
and their son, Aaron.

Robert	Snider	’76,	M’78 
retired in May from the 
United States Navy Band 
in Washington, D.C., after a 
30-year career that included 
11 years in the Concert Band 
(6 on percussion and 5 as solo 
timpanist), 4 years on drums 
for country/bluegrass band the 
Country Current, and 15 years 
as national tour director. Before 
that, he was assistant director 
of bands and a percussion 
instructor at the University of 
Wisconsin-Green Bay (1978-
1981). He and wife Ann	Knorr	
Snider	’78 have two children 
and live in Owings, Md. Ann 
works for the Calvert County 
(Maryland) Health Department. 
Bob has a home teaching studio 
and freelances on drums, piano, 
and vibes. He has conducted 
many clinics and workshops, 
and his articles have appeared 
in Percussive Notes and Band 
World magazines. A series 
of his percussion ensembles, 
published by Meredith/Hal 
Leonard, will be rereleased this 
year.

Deborah	Roman	Swink	
’76 was appointed a senior 
associate at the School of 
the 21st Century in the 
Edward Zigler Center in Child 
Development and Social 
Policy at Yale University. She 
has worked in public school 
education for more than 30 
years, including 15 years 
teaching special education and 
17 years in special education 
administration in Arkansas.

In her new book, A Dream 
House: Exploring the Literary 
Homes of England (Dog Ear 
Publishing), Carol	Pozar	
Chernega	’77 takes readers 
on a journey to the homes of 
16 British writers, including 
Jane Austen, Charles Dickens, 
William Wordsworth, John 
Keats, Rudyard Kipling, Beatrix 
Potter, and Agatha Christie. 
Carol, who has worked in 
Austen’s garden in Chawton, 
owns a garden maintenance 
business near Pittsburgh 

and specializes in English 
gardens and pruning. She 
also is the English garden 
editor of BellaOnline. Her 
book is available through 
www.adreamhousebook.
com, Ingram, Amazon.com, 
Barnes and Noble, and other 
bookstores.

Philadelphia-based accounting 
firm Smart Devine & Company, 
LLC, hired David	Naser	’77 
as a director in its Governance, 
Risk, and Compliance practice. 
He lives in Havertown, Pa., 
with his wife, Robin, and three 
children.

St. Clair Hospital in Pittsburgh 
named Joseph	Thaner	
’77 its director of business 
development. The Regent 
Square, Pa., resident most 
recently served as director of 
practice management at West 
Penn Allegheny Health System.  

Bill	Jones	’78 was named 
general manager of Harrisburg, 
Pa.-based Capital Area Transit 
in August. He and his wife, 
Debbie, live in Susquehanna 
Township. 

Cynthia	Rapchak	Kleckner	
’78 coauthored a book, 
Hypertension Cookbook for 
Dummies, with Rosanne	
Napoli	Rust	’85. The book 
includes 150 heart-healthy 
recipes and information 
about hypertension, healthy 
lifestyles, and more. Cindy, a 
registered, licensed dietitian, 
has a nutrition consulting 
practice in North Texas and 
has worked with organizations 
including Cooper Aerobics, 
Mary Kay Corporation, and the 
Dallas Cowboys Football Club. 
The former media spokesperson 
for the Texas Dietetic 
Association also consults 
with restaurants to establish 
nutrition benchmarks and 
identify healthier choices.

Wittenberg University’s 
Department of Art hosted 
Areas of Interest, an exhibit of 

oil paintings by Ed	Charney	
’79, associate professor, in 
November and December. Ed, 
who has been on Wittenberg’s 
faculty since 2000, plans 
another exhibit next summer at 
the Keny Gallery in Columbus, 
Ohio.

Marmon/Keystone, a distributor 
of pipe, tubing, and specialty 
bar, appointed Lou	Grenci	’79 
regional vice president for the 
Northeastern Region. Lou and 
wife	Terri	Kepple	Grenci	’79 
live in Butler, Pa., and have two 
children.

As co-moderator for the Yahoo 
group dbtclass (DBT Online 
Classes), Sharon	Bacheller	
Partridge	’79, of Hamilton, 
N.Y., provides members with 
feedback and guidance in the 
practice of dialectical behavior 
therapy skills. She has been a 
group member for more than 
five years and co-moderator for 
the past two.

1980s
Alumni artists Ron	Donoughe	
’80 and Patrick	Ruane	’82 
had a joint exhibition of their 
work, Across the Alleghenies, 
at the Pennsylvania Governor’s 
Residence in Harrisburg. Both 
Pittsburgh-area artists focus on 
landscape painting.

Michelle	Skiles	Rodgers	
’80 was named associate dean 
for extension and outreach in 
the University of Delaware’s 
College of Agriculture and 
Natural Resources and director 
of the university’s Cooperative 
Extension. She previously 
served as associate director 
of Michigan State University 
Extension and, before that, 
spent 27 years at Penn State.

George	Coroian	’81,	D’09 was 
named an assistant professor 
of administration of justice at 
Penn State Wilkes-Barre.

Sam	Clutter	’82,	M’86 became 
director of Public Safety at 
IUP in September. He joined 

the department in 1985 
and most recently served as 
deputy director and lieutenant 
investigator before being 
named interim director in 2010.

More than 30 years after 
Melissa	Moorhead	’82 met 
a “skinny guy with Peter 
Frampton hair” in Shafer Hall, 
she and the guy, Christopher	
Flynn	’86, became husband 
and wife. Several alumni were 
on hand for the ceremony: 
Robert	Beringer	’82,	Hazel	
Walters	Braun	’82,	Steve	
Brookbank	’82,	David	
Funk	’82,	Jon	Gaunt	’82,	
James	Jacobsen	’82,	James	
Janderchick	’82,	Marilyn	
Frasca	Neal	’80,	M’88,	David	
Plusquellic	’82,	Cristal	
Swartzbaugh	Sheaffer	’82, 
and	Joel	Sheaffer	’91. An 
announcement is included in 
the Weddings section, and a 
group photo is on the Alumni 
Extra website.

Citizant, an information 
technology services provider 
based in Chantilly, Va., 
has hired Van	Kirstein	
’83 as director of business 
development.

William	Williams	D’84 
has been serving as interim 
president of Slippery Rock 
University since February. 
He has been provost and vice 
president for academic affairs at 
the university since 2003. 

Sheri	Minkoff	’85 is working 
as volunteer and events 
coordinator at the Women’s 
Center and Shelter of Greater 
Pittsburgh.

Rosanne	Napoli	Rust	
’85 coauthored a book, 
Hypertension Cookbook for 
Dummies, with Cynthia	
Rapchak	Kleckner	’78.	The 
book includes 150 heart-healthy 
recipes and information 
about hypertension, healthy 
lifestyles, and more. Rosanne is 
a registered, licensed dietitian 
with a private nutrition 
practice in Northwestern 

ARRIVALS
1980s
To Marie	Schmidt	’89, a 
daughter, Alexis Marie, February 
17, 2010.

1990s
To Kim	Mills	Millspaugh	’96 
and Jeff Millspaugh, a daughter, 
Reagan Elise, November 22, 2011. 
To Jessica	Wolfe	Bueno	’99 
and Anthony Bueno, a daughter, 
Lola AnnMarie, October 9, 2011. 
To David	Raymond	’99	and 
Chrystie Raymond, a son, Carter 
Benjamin, February 12, 2012.

2000s
To Joy	Leonard	Connell	
’00,	M’02 and Michael	
Connell	’00,	a daughter, Abby 
Kathleen, December 16, 2011. 
To Christopher	Elson	’00,	’02	
and Megan Elson, a daughter, 
Ava Catherine, August 14, 2011. 
To Amber	Poplawski	Elway	
’00	and Daniel Elway, a son, 
Nathan Ryan, November 4, 2011. 
To Maria	Opperman	Kubik	’02 
and John Kubik, a son, Gabriel 
Parker, December 8, 2011. To 
Kimberly	White	Harris	’00	
and Rodney Harris, a daughter, 
Abigail Grace, December 5, 
2011. To Jodi	Warren	Uhron	
’02 and Matthew	Uhron	’03, 
a daughter, Taylor Jean, June 
1, 2011. To Jennifer	Johnson	
Wimer	’04	and Brendan Wimer, 
a son, Benson Maxwell, August 
24, 2011. To Katie	Konek	
Hariegle	’07 and Brad Hariegle, 
a son, Colby John, August 25, 
2011.
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 After their son, Kenton, a Pennsylvania state trooper, was 
killed by a drunk driver in 2008, Ken	Iwaniec and Debra	
Garchar	Iwaniec, both of the Class	of	’76, wanted to do 
something to continue his legacy. “He was a state trooper. He 
kept the roads safe,” Debra said. And that’s what the family has 
aimed to do.
 The Iwaniecs, of Ligonier, Pa., started a website and a series 
of fund-raisers in Kenton’s memory. With the proceeds, they 
have purchased around 200 breathalyzers, devices used to 
estimate blood alcohol content from a breath sample, for 
police departments across the state. They donated one unit, 
which costs upward of $540, to the IUP Police Department in 
February.
 At this year’s TakeOff memorial race, to be held April 21 at 
Saint Vincent College in Latrobe, the Iwaniecs hope to raise 
$75,000 and purchase another 150 portable breath-testing units. 
The largest of their fund-raisers, the race includes 5K and 10K 
runs, as well as walks and children’s events. The family also 
holds a sporting clays tournament at Nemacolin in October.
Helping with the efforts are the couple’s three surviving 
children, Acacia Houck, Sashonna Zacour, and Ashley Iwaniec.  
 The family, which recently applied for nonprofit status for 
the project, frequently hears from police departments about 
how much the donations have helped. “Kenton’s still making a 
difference,” Debra said. More information is available at www.
trooperiwaniec.org.

councilman and was elected 
president pro tempore. That 
same month, he was elected 
to the board of the Society for 
the Preservation of the Murals 
of Maxo Vanka at St. Nicholas 
Croatian Catholic Church 
in Millvale and is the new 
director of docents and docent 
training. He also finished his 
first year as vice president of the 
Millvale Community Library 
board of trustees. Bill recently 
held a reunion at his home 
with the following alumni: 
E.	Millie	Vitolo	Gallo	’72,	
Susan	Jones	Harper	’73,	
Janet	Hilderbrand	’73,	Ricki	
Pirozzi	Krivijanski	’73,	
Colleen	Dangelo	Lissy	’73,	
Ron	Smith	’73,	Pat	Gurgovits	
Watson	’73, and Bob	Whalen	
’73 and Marilyn	yesko	
Whalen	’73. A photo is on the 
Alumni Extra website.

Nancy	Sheridan	Kralik	’74 
reported that her husband, 
Gerald	Kralik, died November 
16. Gerald attended IUP as a 
member of the Class of 1975.

Award-winning playwright 
Don	Orwald	M’74 had a one-
act play, The Dying of the Light, 
in John Chatterton’s Short Play 
Lab at the Roy Arias Studios in 
New York City’s Times Square. 
Don also coauthored with 
Knoch High School graduate 
Linda Harvey-Burkley an 
entry, The Man in the Window, 
in Chatterton’s Midwinter 
Madness Short Play Festival, 
also at the Roy Arias Studios. 
Man in the Window traced 
the building of the Brooklyn 
Bridge by John Roebling and 
his son, Washington, and 
emphasized the contributions 
of Washington’s wife, Emily 
Warren Roebling. Don’s 
work has been staged by the 
Dubuque (Iowa) Fine Arts 
Players, the Ligonier (Pa.) 
Players, and IUP’s Department 
of Theater and Dance. 
Originally from Butler, Pa., 
Don retired from the English 
Department of Knoch High 
School and now resides in 
Granbury, Texas.

Ken and Debra Iwaniec with daughter Acacia Houck, left
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during the annual Founders’ 
Day celebration in September. 
He was named president in 
January 2011 and began his 
duties July 1.

Andrew	Leopold	’92 
became superintendent of the 
Hempfield Area School District 
in Greensburg, Pa., in July. He 
launched his career teaching 
social studies and coaching 
sports at Indiana Area Senior 
High School, then at Gateway 
Middle School in Monroeville, 
becoming principal in 2001. He 
left Gateway in 2007 to become 

assistant superintendent 
for secondary education at 
Hempfield. Andrew and wife 
Alicia	Mumbray	Leopold	
M’93 have three children.

Sean	McCaskill	’92,	M’01 
became the first Eastern 
Regional vice president from 
Pennsylvania for Alpha Phi 
Alpha Fraternity, Inc. Since 
taking office in summer 2010, 
the Pittsburgh resident has 
reactivated and chartered 
undergraduate and alumni 
chapters in the United States 
and as far away as South 

Africa. Sean hosted his 
third regional convention 
in March in Portsmouth, 
Va. More information is 
available at www.alphaeast7.
com. Coincidentally, Sean 
McCaskill and Andrew Leopold, 
mentioned previously, were 
defensive backs together on the 
IUP football team.

Inc. Magazine recently 
ranked IFG Mortgage, based 
in Newtown, Pa., as one of the 
fastest growing privately held 
financial services companies—
specifically, the 8th fastest 
in Pennsylvania and 134th 
fastest in the country. Vice 
President Dave	Rzepski	’93 
cofounded IFG in 1999. A leader 
in residential mortgage lending, 
IFG experienced a three-year 
sales growth of 76 percent, 
with $9.5 million in revenue, 
for 2010. It has more than 85 
employees in seven offices in 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey.

Promoted to commercial 
manager for American Bridge 
International Company, 
Matthew	Murphey	’94 
will oversee the finances of 
the $1.2-billion Forth Road 
Bridge construction on site in 
Edinburgh, Scotland. When 
complete, the bridge will be 
the second longest cable-
stayed span in the world. 
American Bridge Company 
hired Matthew in 1996 as 
international accountant 
for the $55-million 25th of 
April Bridge rehabilitation 
project in Lisbon, Portugal. 
He went on to work as project 
accountant for the $300-million 
Woodrow Wilson Bridge in 
Alexandria, Va., then was 
assigned to American Bridge 
Manufacturing as accounting 
coordinator for the past five 
years.

Dawn	Solomon	Rager	’94 
was appointed an executive 
assistant for the Office of the 
Commissioners of Cambria 
County, Pennsylvania, 
following a run for the county 
office of prothonotary.

Trevor	Wingard	’94,	
M’99 began his role as 
superintendent of SCI-Laurel 
Highlands in Somerset, Pa., in 
January. He has also worked 
at SCI-Somerset and SCI-
Greensburg and most recently 
served as acting warden of the 
Allegheny County Jail. 

Cindy	Edmiston	Donaldson	
’95,	M’96 and David	
Donaldson	’96 welcomed 
a second son, Dylan Thomas 
Donaldson, as the newest 
addition to their family.

Among the alumni who shared 
stories about having several 
family members attend IUP 
was David	Dougherty	’95.	
David is a son of the late Owen 
Dougherty, a longtime coach at 
IUP, and Virginia Dougherty. 
His story is on the Alumni Extra 
website.

A registered nurse at Torrance 
(Pa.) State Hospital, Donna	
Conner	Leckey	’95 published 
an article, “Ten Strategies 
to Extinguish Potentially 
Explosive Behavior,” in the 
August issue of Nursing 2011.

Composer Mike	Barnett	
’96,	M’98	won the 2011 
International Music Prize for 
Excellence in Composition 
from the National Academy of 
Music for his piano concerto 
“Lucifer Rising.” He is currently 
a composer-in-residence with 
the Fauxharmonic Digital 
Orchestra in Boston. The IUP 
Wind Ensemble and String 
Orchestra have recently 
performed his music at Heinz 
Hall, and the Clavier Trio 
played his award-winning “Ask 
the Wind” at Carnegie Hall last 
year. In addition to his work 
as a composer, Mike performs 
and records as a heavy metal 
drummer. His recent projects 
have included a 2010 CD by 
Pittsburgh-based Dofka and 
an upcoming release by Los 
Angeles thrash band Phantom 
Crew.

of 1990 but interrupted his 
studies to head to Alaska, 
graduated from IUP in 2011. 
Fellow Alaskan and alumnus 
Dean	Cunkelman	’98	
was on hand to take photos 
near the start line. Dean has 
worked as a safety specialist 
at ConocoPhillips on Alaska’s 
North Slope for the last three 
years. “I love Alaska because I 
love adventure,” he said. “And 
it is endless here.”

Jack	Thomas	D’90 was 
invested as Western Illinois 
University’s 11th president 
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Pennsylvania. She has written 
other books in the Dummies 
series on topics including 
calorie counting and the 
Glycemic Index. She also writes 
for several blogs, has a regular 
column in the Meadville (Pa.) 
Tribune, and provides coaching 
electronically in weight loss.

After receiving his certified 
financial planner accreditation 
in May, Bruce	Weinstein	
’85 joined Morgan Stanley 
Smith Barney as a senior 
vice president and portfolio 
manager/financial advisor in 
September. He works at the 
Lawrenceville, N.J., branch.

The Hospital and Healthsystem 
Association of Pennsylvania 
recently promoted Timothy	
Ohrum	’88 to senior director of 
Legislative Services. A resident 
of Pittsburgh, he has been with 
HAP since 1999.

Elena	Melodini	Charles	’89 
and husband Craig, of Dillsburg, 
Pa., report that their son, Justin 
David Charles, has received a 
scholarship to play baseball at 
IUP. Justin is the grandson of 
the late Edward Melodini, a 
Criminology professor at IUP 
for 20 years.

Marta	Braun	Kane	’89 in 
December graduated with 
honors from Regis University 
in Denver with a master’s 
degree in nursing health care 
leadership and education. She 
is a health science instructor 
at Union Pines High School in 
Cameron, N.C.

1990s
Alaskan dogsledder Gustave	
Guenther, featured in “Call of 
the Wild” from IUP Magazine’s 
Fall-Winter issue, finished 
13th in the Yukon Quest 
International Sled Dog Race. 
He completed the thousand-
mile course from Fairbanks, 
Alaska, to Whitehorse, Yukon, 
on February 16 in 11 days, 
19 hours. Gus, who entered 
IUP as a member of the Class 
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 When Tony	Mileca	M’93 received a letter about being 
inducted into the Pennsylvania Air National Guard’s hall of 
fame, he thought it was a mistake.
 “They awarded me this honor for something I totally enjoyed 
doing,” said Tony, who retired in 1993 as chief master sergeant, 
the military branch’s highest enlisted rank, after more than 40 
years of service. Tony joined the National Guard in 1953, while 
a senior at Aliquippa High School, and held positions from 
aircraft mechanic to senior enlisted advisor.
 In his civilian life, he retired as director of the Remington 
Education Center in Blairsville in 1993. He was a longtime 
director of the Eastern Westmoreland Area Vocational 
Technical School, where he started as a machine shop teacher 
in 1964. As an educator, Tony was able to devote summers to 
the National Guard. It wasn’t unusual for him to finish classes 
in June and, within a few days, be driving the Autobahn in 
Germany.
 In addition to his master’s degree in Adult and Community 
Education from IUP, where he served as a graduate assistant 
to faculty member Gary Dean, Tony earned an associate degree 
from the Community College of the Air Force and bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees from the University of Pittsburgh.
 He received the hall of fame honor, as well as a Certificate of 
Special Congressional Recognition, during the annual Flight of 
Freedom ceremony in September at the 171st Refueling Wing 
air base in Findlay, Pa.
 Tony was the only airman to be with the 112th Consolidated 
Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, predecessor to the 171st 
Refueling Wing, from its formation in 1954 to its closure nearly 
40 years later. But his history with the air base goes back even 
further. Tony’s Aunt Peg, whom he visited as a child, lived near 
the property that would become the runways the air base still 
shares with the Pittsburgh International Airport.
 Tony makes his home in Latrobe, Pa., with his wife of 50 
years, Clara. They have six children: Phillip, Shirley, Claire, 
Anthony, Ronald, and David.

Tony Mileca M’93, center, being honored by Major General 
Stephen Sischo, left, and U.S. Representative Tim Murphy
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Dennis	Riker	D’07 will 
become superintendent of the 
Nazareth (Pa.) Area School 
District in July. Since 2007, 
he has served as assistant 
superintendent for human 
resources and support services 
in the district, which has 6,500 
students. 

Pittsburgh radio station WYEP 
welcomed Matthew	Spangler	
’08,	M’11	as education 
program manager. As part of 
his role, Matthew teaches radio 
production at the Braddock 
Hills and Andrew Street Propel 
schools and helps with teen 
center programs.

2010s
Kelly	Reese	’10 was one of two 
alumnae from Richlin Interiors 
in Naples, Fla., to receive a 2011 
Design Excellence Award from 
the South Florida chapter of the 
American Society of Interior 
Designers. Her work on a client 
media wall was recognized in 
the Product Design Fixtures—
Attached category. Kelly, 
who joined Richlin in 2010, 
is an allied member of ASID 
and an LEED green associate. 
Her education included 
studying Italian Renaissance 
architecture at the Florence 
University of Arts in Florence, 
Italy. Also receiving an ASID 
award was Richlin Interiors 
owner Maxine	Corbett	’97. 
  

An artist fellow and head of the 
Fine Metals Studio at the Peters 
Valley Craft Center in Layton, 
N.J., Bifei	Cao	M’11 recently 
received the following honors: 
NICHE Student Awards finalist 
in the Functional Metal and 
Sculptural Metal categories; 
featured artist in the 41st 
annual auction of the Peters 
Valley center; and recipient of 
the Educational Endowment 
Scholarship of the Society of 
North American Goldsmiths. 
He also received honorable 
mention for a Metal Arts 
Guild grant and for the ninth 
International Juried Student 
Exhibition of the Enamelist 
Society.

The New Martinsville Police 
Department in February hired 
Josh	Williams	M’11 as the 
West Virginia city’s newest 
patrolman.

LOST & FOUND
Delta	Zeta sorority members 
would like to reconnect with 
alumnae of the Gamma	Phi 
chapters from IUP and other 
Pennsylvania universities, 
regardless of where they 
live today. Send an e-mail 
to midatlanticdeltazeta@
gmail.com or call the Delta 
Zeta headquarters toll-free at 
800-6-ALUMNA [800-625-8662] 
to share your address and 
e-mail.

Gary	Willison	’66, please 
contact William	Rodgers	’66 
at wprow@sbcglobal.net.

REUNION
BASIC	(Brothers	and	Sisters	
in	Christ) will hold a reunion 
July 13 and 14 at the New 
Horizons Retreat Center in 
Clymer, Pa. Contact Mike	
Edmonds	’04	at mwedmonds@
gmail.com for more 
information.

The Office of Alumni Relations 
is planning two events in 
May: the Pioneer Reunion, 
celebrating the Class	of	1961	
and	earlier	classes, on May 
4 and the 50th anniversary 
celebration of the Class	of	1962 
on May 11 and 12. The events 
formerly were held together as 
Alumni Reunion Weekend. 

Fifty years of study abroad 
between IUP and the 
Universidad	de	Valladolid 
will be celebrated with 
a reunion July 24-31 in 
Valladolid, Spain. For more 
information, visit www.iup-
valladolid.webs.com or send 
an e-mail to valladolid09@live.
com.

A number of groups are 
planning reunions during 
Homecoming weekend. 
On Saturday, October 6, the 
Crimson Huddle All-Alumni 
Pregame Celebration will 
take place at the Kovalchick 
Convention and Athletic 
Complex from 11:00 a.m. until 

were married, the bridal party 
included two IUP alumnae, 
Regina	Rozzi	’07 and Gwen	
Dove	Billman	’07. In 
November, Nicole started a 
new position as a designer at 
L & L Window Fashions, a 
Hunter Douglas gallery that 
also offers custom draperies. 

small animal medicine and 
possibly pursuing a residency 
in pathology. Her husband, 
Matthew	Lang	’03, is an 
assistant professor of computer 
science at Moravian College in 
Bethlehem, Pa.

Attorney Jason	Perash	’03 has 
opened his own law office in 
Columbia, Md. The website is 
www.jasonmichaellawoffice.
com.

Alicia	Brumbach	’05,	of 
Landisville, Pa., has been 
named director of Web 
communications at York 
College. She previously served 
as college editor and assistant 
director of public relations. 
While studying Journalism 
at IUP, Alicia completed 
internships at PennDOT 
Engineering District 10-0 and 
Temple University Health 
System. 

Recently announcing their 
engagement were Richard	
Gerlach	’06, a school-based 
therapist at Valley HealthCare 
System in West Virginia, and 
Danielle	Strenko	’07.

A registered nurse clinician 
at UPMC McKeesport, 
Carol	Ackerman	M’07 
received the Academy of 
Medical-Surgical Nurses’ 
2011 Clinical Leadership 
Award. She authored a book, 
A Chemotherapy Guide for 
the Medical-Surgical Nurse, 
and had a manuscript, “Not 
on My Watch: Treating and 
Preventing Pressure Ulcers,” 
published in the January 2011 
MedSurg Nursing. Certified in 
medical-surgical nursing, Carol 
is preparing for the gerontology 
certification exam. She is a 
certified teacher on sensitivity 
to the elderly and serves as 
facilitator for the Ageless 
Wisdom program. She also leads 
community outreach efforts to 
raise funds for cancer patients 
and their families.

When Nicole	Mitchell	’07	
and Jonathan	Criswell 
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wedding of James	Flaherty	
III	’02 and Rebecca Bouboulis 
in August.

Christopher	Taylor	’99 is 
the new president of the Clay 
Studio, a world-renowned 
ceramic arts learning center in 
Philadelphia. The Pittsburgh 
native previously served 
as executive director of a 
contemporary art museum 
in Montana. He also started 
a consulting firm, TaylorArts 
Group, serving small to midsize 
arts organizations in Pittsburgh, 
Chicago, and Philadelphia.

2000s
April	Boyce	Hanahan	’01	
began working as an account 
executive for international 
sales at UPS in May 2010. 
She, husband Tom, and their 
daughter, Kelsey, have a new 
home in Monroeville, Pa. Their 
marriage is announced in the 
Weddings section.

When James	Flaherty	III	’02 
and Rebecca Bouboulis were 
married in August, the wedding 
party included Heather	
Woodside	’00	and Terrence	
Flaherty	’75. Also attending 
were Doug	Augustine,	
Mike	“Red”	Briggs	’05 and 
Janine	Schaney	Briggs,	
Sumin	Chacko,	Meghann	
Schaney	Chapman	’02	and 
Mike	Chapman	’05,	Jessica	
Schaney	Kamerer	’05	and	
Josh	Kamerer,	Justin	Kulik	
’00,	Tatianna	Losk	’04,	Kevin	
McDonald	’99 and Darlene	
McCallum	McDonald,	
Matthew	“Puff”	Rafferty	’01,	
Tom	Schwarz,	David	Stitt	
’02,	Troy	West	’02, and Alan	
yeckley	’99,	M’01. A photo is 
on the Alumni Extra website. 

McKeesport (Pa.) City Council 
hired Matt	Gergely	’02 as city 
administrator in January. 

Melanie	Revers	Lang	’03 will 
begin veterinary school at the 
University of Pennsylvania 
in the fall, specializing in 

Victor Alfred Lundy’s Herron 
House. Maxine has served on 
the board of directors of ASID 
and as president of its South 
Florida chapter. Another 
alumna from Richlin, Kelly	
Reese	’10, also received a 
design award.

A financial advisor with Merrill 
Lynch in York, Pa., David	
Cover	M’97 recently received 
the Silver Beaver Award from 
the New Birth of Freedom 
Council, Boy Scouts of America.

Brad	McGarry	’97,	M’99 
was named coordinator of 
the Asperger Initiative at 
Mercyhurst. He has held many 
positions in mental health, 
most recently as executive 
director of the Union City 
Family Support Center. He 
has also been an outpatient 
therapist and served for seven 
years as an adjunct faculty 
member in Mercyhurst 
College’s psychology 
department. 

After serving Blairsville, Pa., 
for years as a planning and 
grant-writing consultant, 
Leann	Chaney	’99,	M’05 was 
hired in January as director 
of the Blairsville Community 
Development Authority.

Benjamin	Laster	’99 in 
October was named general 
manager of the Residence Inn 
Mt. Laurel at Bishop’s Gate 
Hotel in Mount Laurel, N.J. 

The Pennsylvania School Press 
Association honored Jane	
Blystone	D’99, director of 
graduate secondary education 
and assistant professor of 
education at Mercyhurst 
College in Erie, Pa., by 
naming its Student Journalist 
of the Year scholarship for 
her. The organization also 
recently honored her with its 
Outstanding Leadership and 
Service Award.

Kevin	McDonald	’99 and 
Alan	yeckley	’99,	M’01 
were among the alumni at the 

Kelly	Fisher	Cherry	’96, 
who writes under the name 
Kelly Killian, released her first 
book, Love, Emily—A Love 
Story from the Files of Jessica 
Summer, under her own 
company, Divi Publishing, LLC. 
The book is available on Nook 
and Kindle and in paperback 
on Amazon.com. Love, Emily is 
the first in a series about young 
women seeking relationship 
advice from Jessica Summer. 
More information is available 
at www.kellykillian.com. 
Kelly and her husband live in 
Hollidaysburg, Pa.

Carrying on a family tradition, 
Taun	Henderson	’96 runs 
his own business, One Shot 
Photography, in Atlanta, where 
he specializes in weddings. 
Taun’s grandfather is the late 
Charles “Teenie” Harris, a 
Pittsburgh photographer whose 
work chronicled the black 
urban community during the 
civil rights era. Teenie’s work 
was featured in a recent exhibit 
at the Carnegie Museum of Art 
and at the University Museum 
at IUP last year.

An actress living in Dallas, 
Alison	Hughes	Lumbatis	
’96 appears in a national 
commercial for American Girl.

Burns White, LLC, recently 
promoted Theresa	Cignetti	
’97	to member status. Based 
in the firm’s Pittsburgh office, 
Theresa has specialized in 
workers’ compensation issues 
and litigation since 2004. She 
also advises employers on risk 
management issues related to 
workers’ compensation and 
Medicare compliance.

Maxine	Corbett	’97, principal 
owner and designer of 
Richlin Interiors in Naples, 
Fla., received a 2011 Design 
Excellence Award from the 
South Florida chapter of the 
American Society of Interior 
Designers. She was honored 
in the Historic Renovation—
Residential category for her 
restoration of noted architect 

Amy	Clark	D’05
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 An associate professor 
of rhetoric and writing at 
the University of Virginia’s 
College at Wise, Amy	Clark	
D’05 has two books coming 
out this year. Success in Hill 
Country, published by the 
Napoleon Hill Foundation, 
is a collection of oral 
histories by Appalachians 
who have achieved success 
using Hill’s principles from 
his bestseller Think and 
Grow Rich. A second book, 
Talking Appalachian: 
Voice, Identity, and 
Community, which she 
co-edited with retired IUP 
English professor Nancy 
Hayward, will be published 
by the University Press 
of Kentucky. A collection 
of research, fiction, and 
creative nonfiction, this 
volume combines scholarly 
and interpretive works 
about Appalachian dialects 

from Western Pennsylvania 
to Northern Georgia.
The co-editors assembled 
a panel on the subject for 
the Appalachian Studies 
Association’s national 
conference at IUP in 
March. Amy is founding 
director of UVa-Wise’s 
Appalachian Writing Project, 
a nonprofit that aims to 
improve the teaching of 
writing. Her dissertation, 
“In Our Mothers’ Words: The 
Vernacular Literacy Practices 
of Central Appalachian 
Women,” was a finalist for 
the James Berlin Dissertation 
of the Year Award. She also 
won the Harrison Award 
for Outstanding Teaching 
at UVa-Wise in 2005. She 
makes her home in Big Stone 
Gap, Va., with her husband, 
Bryan Spain, and their two 
children.



WWW.IUP.EDU/MAGAZINE 37WWW.IUP.EDU/MAGAZINE36

full page ad

DEATHS
1932: Mary Wirt Elser
1933: Lula Brothers Kerr, 
Florence Nussbaum Lego
1934:	Marie Boyle Kelly, Ruth 
Garrison Zabka
1936: Alice Stewart Harrison, 
Jane Hauser Madara
1937: P.D. Lott
1938: Anna Rosa Hughes, Mary 
Campbell Zimmerman
1940:	Paul Harmon, Beulah 
Lott Krusey, Dorothy North 
Schrock, Mary Lou Watson 
Wildman
1941: Samuel Bruno, Helen 
Johnson Neidig, Josephine 
Howe Seemann
1942: Jane Wallen Culver
1943:	Richard Martinko, 
Raymond McNaughton, Ruth 
Lightcap Say
1944: Patricia Shaw Butler, 
Elva Roney Hays
1945:	Margaret Benchoff 
Baumbaugh, Russell Deaner Jr., 
Patricia Paff Papineau
1947: Florence Schatz Curley, 
Darlene Smith
1948: Leonard Colelli, 
Catherine Alekna Conigy, 
Elaine Ream Hansma, Harriet 
Price Schmucker
1949: John Dunlap, Luella 
Peebles Johnson
1950: Barbara Balsiger, 
Ellsworth Callan, Frederick 

Cornell, John Gillespie, Cauleen 
Anderson McAllester, Joan 
Andrews Michaels
1951:	Constance Kienzle-
Greene, Martin Krivin, Nicholas 
Ostrosky
1952: James Farabaugh
1953: Wayne Hawxhurst
1956: Samuel Anderson
1957: Richard Anderson
1958: Margaret Hasson 
Snuttjer, Katherine Stahlman
1959:	Ruth Wenerd Custer, 
Victoria Pitassi Fantozzi, 
William Mulvihill, Paul Verner
1960:	George Couknas, Jane 
Buchanan Moonly, John 
Pearsall (M)
1961: Norma White Shanholtz, 
Dixie Smith
1962: Bessie Rowe Herlinger, 
Cathie Kellogg-Anderson, James 
Salvamoser
1963: Theodore Bocek Jr., 
Margaret Herr Campbell, Dean 
Kaltenborn, Elizabeth Rowley 
McKnight, William Vaughn (M)
1964: Elaine Schneider Mast, 
Jean Smith
1965: Edna Bishop Pardoe
1966:	Alex Bailey, Gregory 
Bertanzetti, Patricia Lydic Lee
1967: Betty Glendening, Betty 
Graham
1968: Lorna Burketto 
Trombetto, Jane Bosley Whisner
1969:	Mary Rossi Pauly
1970:	David Hasiba
1971:	Edwin Bickhart Jr., Janet 

Mechling Phillips
1972: Joseph Fichthorn
1973:	Gertrude O’Brien (M)
1974: Susan Strong
1975:	Kenneth Clark, Mark 
Hileman, Gerald Kralik, 
Raymond Swanger, Thomas 
Zug
1976:	Elmer Bailey (M), 
William Devens, Barry Trexler
1977: Bonnie Kantorik (M), 
John Leonardi (M)
1978:	Timothy Connelly
1980:	Brian Harr, Michael 
Holland Sr., Timothy Skelley
1981: Russell Fuellner
1985: Richard Peduzzi (M), 
Nancy Silcox Stanbery
1987: Glea Foster (AA)
1989: Mary Kelly (M), Denise 
Pisone
1990: Lisa Territo-Wright
1992: James Einsporn, Kathy 
Kessler (D)
1994: Charles Geer II
1995: Anthony Bucchi, 
Kathleen Paul (M), Cynthia 
Shirley
1998: Michael Cole
2oo1: Jeffrey Gilliland (M), 
Luke Lawson
2004:	Andrea Cenna (M)
2010:	Rachel Wadsworth

Note: In cases in which more than 
one IUP degree was earned, the year 
of only the first degree is indicated. 
Deaths of faculty members are 
reported in the Mentors section of the 
magazine.

Other	Deaths
Amanda	Burkett, 
a sophomore in the 
Anthropology Department, 
died January 28, 2012.

George	Douglass, who retired 
as construction foreman in 2002 
after 32 years of service, died 
January 4, 2012. 

John	Dryer, a graduate 
of IUP’s municipal police 
officers’ training academy, died 
December 19, 2011. He was an 
officer in the East Washington 
(Pa.) police force and a 
veterinarian.

Joan	Fisher, vice president 
for Institutional Advancement 
from 1996 to 2002, died June 4, 
2011.

Harriet	Groomes, a student 
payroll supervisor who retired 
from IUP in 2002 after 24 years 
of service, died November 19, 
2011.

Walter	Stapleton	Sr., an 
assistant basketball coach from 
1967 to 1971, died November 9, 
2011.

1970s
Terry	Hicks	’74 to Amy 
Meyer, June 25, 2011.

1980s
Melissa	Moorhead	’82 to 
Christopher	Flynn	’86, 
June 25, 2011.

1990s
Aaron	Smith	’93 to Dana	

Whatley	’95, October 1, 
2011. Kim	Mills	’96 to Jeff 
Millspaugh, July 7, 2007.

2000s
Marbeth	Golba	’00 to Vince 
Truscello, September 17, 2011. 
Tanya	Schnur	’00,	M’05 to 
Wesley Wilkinson, July 16, 
2011. April	Boyce	’01 to Tom 
Hanahan, April 30, 2011. James	
Flaherty	III	’02 to Rebecca 

WEDDINGS

Consider the Benefits…
Charitable Gift Annuities, 

Retirement, and You
Rod and Ellen Ruddock’s 
estate plans include 
provisions to support IUP. 
They invite you to help IUP 
through your estate plans.
Charitable gift annuities provide an 
opportunity to make a charitable 
gift, secure an income for life, 
and receive an eligible income tax 
charitable deduction. 

CGAs may begin paying a lifetime 
income immediately, or the income 
may be deferred until a later time, 
possibly following retirement.

CGAs may provide an annual income 
for up to two people.

Estimated benefits based on a gift 
of $25,000

Immediate Payment CGA: 
Assumes you are 65 years old 
today.

Annual payment to you $1,175

Eligible charitable income  
tax deduction $7,389

Deferred Payment CGA: Assumes 
you are 60 years old today, and 
your annual payments begin at 
age 69.

Annual payment to you $1,725

Eligible charitable income  
tax deduction $9,454 

CGAs issued by the Foundation 
for IUP conform to the approved 
rates of the American Council 
on Charitable Gift Annuities. The 
foundation may not be able to issue 
them in all states. 

For more information about 
charitable gift annuities and other 
ways of providing support to IUP 
and its students,  
contact Bill Speidel,  
associate vice president  
for Development, at  
724-357-2324 or send  
him an e-mail at  
william.speidel@iup.edu.

Rodney Ruddock ’65, M’75 and Ellen Sylves Ruddock ’66

kickoff, and the Fifth Quarter 
Celebration at the Coney 
will be from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
Anniversary celebrations are 
set for the classes of 1987,	2002, 
and 2007.	Affinity groups are 
also planning reunions now. If 
your group has reunion plans 
during Homecoming, send an 
e-mail to alumni-relations@
iup.edu.

The 2012 Alpha	Phi/Beta	
Sigma	Omicron reunion 
will be October 19 and 20 at 
the Holiday Inn in Indiana. 
For more information, contact 
Vicky	Baran	Daskivich	’72 at 
vdaskivich@yahoo.com.

Bouboulis, August 6, 2011. 
Jonathan	Heshler	’04 to 
Jessica Lightner, June 11, 
2011. Laura	Rakowiecki	
’06 to Joseph	Manno	’07, 
September 24, 2011. Katie	
Konek	’07 to Brad Hariegle, 
October 4, 2008. Nicole	
Mitchell	’07 to Jonathan	
Criswell, October 9, 2010.  
Anna	Siegel	’07 to Ross 
Williams, November 5, 2011.
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An upcoming exhibit at the University Museum will celebrate the 135-year heritage of the university with a display of artifacts, photographs, 
scrapbooks, paintings, and other memorabilia donated by alumni and the university community. Through the Oak Grove: A History of Indi-
ana University of Pennsylvania, curated by Harrison Wick and Rhonda Yeager of IUP Special Collections and University Archives, will run 
from September 1 through October 27. Anyone interested in donating IUP memorabilia or loaning items for the exhibit should contact Wick at 
724-357-6246 or hwick@iup.edu.

MAKING	IUP	HISTORy
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