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I am writing this just after watching the webcast of 
IUP’s spring commencement ceremony and as Becky 
and I finalize plans for our move to Indiana. Seeing 
the Pioneers from the Class of 1962 lead the procession, 
listening to the student speakers, and watching our 
newest alumni from the Class of 2012 walk across 
the stage, I was once again overwhelmed by IUP’s 
remarkable history and tradition. IUP has been 
enriching the lives of students and their communities 
since 1875.

I am humbled by the trust placed in me as your new 
president. I promise you that I will work tirelessly 
with our fabulous alumni, faculty and staff members, 
students, and friends to make sure that IUP continues 
to deliver on the promise of its history in service to our 
students and to the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania and 
our country. I hope you will help me in telling the IUP 
story. I want everyone to know that there is no better 
investment in our shared future than an investment in 
this great university.

Since I was named president, alumni from across the 
country have contacted me to tell me their IUP story. 
I also want to hear your stories about what makes IUP 
special and where you think the future should take us. 
My guiding principles for my first weeks and months as 
president are to be visible, listen, and learn. We need to 
work together to build a shared vision for IUP’s future. 
This great university deserves nothing less than the best 
thinking of all of us.

Finally, I hope you will join me in thanking interim 
President Werner and his wife, Kay. Your university has 
been well served by Dr. Werner’s thoughtful, wise, and 
inspiring leadership over the last two years. He has been 
a pleasure to work with during my transition. IUP is in 
great shape thanks in no small part to Dr. Werner. I hope 
that you will work with me to make sure we deliver on 
his promise that IUP’s best days are in its future. 

I hope Becky and I will see you around the Oak Grove 
someday soon.

Michael Driscoll
President

Building Our 
Shared Future

MESSAGE FROM THE

PRESIDENT
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Members of the Class of 1962, the 50th reunion class, passed new 
graduates in the Class of 2012 during the morning commencement 
ceremony May 12. 

See more scenes from the 2011-12 academic year in 
Sharing IUP’s Stories on the IUP Magazine website.
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Michael Driscoll, IUP’s new 
president, arrived eager to start 
the discussion about the future 
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See highlights from the 2011-12 academic year at IUP 
in this photo show on the IUP Magazine website.

A number of alumni over the years have donated 
items such as dinks, scrapbooks, and paintings from 
their college days. See some of the more unusual 
donations IUP has received and learn the stories 
behind them in this video on the IUP Magazine 
website. In the fall, the university’s heritage will 
be celebrated with an exhibit of artifacts and 
memorabilia in the University Museum.

IUP Magazine

IUP Magazine

IUP Magazine

iup-magazine@iup.edu
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The following statistics, provided by the Lively Arts at IUP, are 
from the 2011-12 Ovations! series:

	 13:  Performances in the Ovations! series

	 6,886:  Students directly involved with the productions,   
  ranging from being part of the performance to   
  attending the performance

	 15,254:  Attendance for all performances and related   
  activities

	$10-$18:  Ticket prices for students

	$15-$35:		Regular ticket prices

2012-13 Ovations! Lineup
SingAlong Sound of Music...................................................... September 23

Live at Birdland with Tommy Igoe .............................................. October 9

Ukulele Orchestra of Great Britain ..............................................October 23

New Directions Veterans Choir .............................................November 13

Shrek the Musical ......................................................................... December 10

Around the World in 80 Days, Walnut Street Theatre ....February 12 

John Blake Jr. Quartet .....................................................................February 21

Renée Fleming ...........................................................................................March 2

Daedalus Quartet ...................................................................................March 13

Cimarron ..........................................................................................................April 4

Hair: The American Tribal Love-Rock Musical ........................ April 14

Temptation of the Muses, Nai-Ni Chen 

Dance Company and the Ahn Trio .................................................. April 25

Dates and events are subject to change. 

Find more information at www.iup.edu/livelyarts.
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Lively         
Arts: 
Entertainment 
and Opportunity

Nicole Gillotti sat on the stage, holding her violin, amazed that she 
was about to perform with a Broadway legend. The sophomore 
Music Education major would never have guessed when she 
entered IUP that she would share the stage with Bernadette 
Peters, yet Gillotti and seven other students were part of Peters’s 
orchestra for her performance in May in Fisher Auditorium.

Other students who performed were Michael Wertz, Ryan Howell, 
Annie Ursu, Corey Shawley, and Nathaniel Mack and graduate 
students George Joyce and Matthew Morse. Music professor Kevin 
Eisensmith, a 1978 IUP graduate, assembled the students, faculty 
members, and local musicians who played with Peters’s conductor 
and drummer.

Gillotti, who also excels at trumpet, had a month to work on the 
violin music for the Peters performance, though the orchestra 
rehearsed in full only twice before the show.

“There were never any intimidating moments,” she said. “The 
better the player that you play with, the more you grow. It put me 
in a real professional situation.”

When Bernadette 
Peters performed 
in Fisher 
Auditorium in 
May, she was 
backed by an 
orchestra that 
included a number 
of IUP students 
and faculty 
members. 

Local fourth-graders 
learned about 
Creole music from 
Cedric Watson and 
Desiree Champagne 
of Cedric Watson 
et Bijou Creole in 
conjunction with 
the group’s IUP 
performance in 
February.
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By Marilyn Kukula

Peters was the headliner for the inaugural season of Ovations!, 
the performing artist series under the umbrella of the Lively Arts 
at IUP. While the series is often recognized for what it offers the 
external community—access to great shows close to home—it also 
benefits many students, like Gillotti, through direct interaction 
with the performers and discounted tickets to see these high-
caliber productions.

Joe York, who graduated from IUP in May with a degree in 
Interdisciplinary Fine Arts/Musical Theater, met Peters during a 
small reception that included a few other students and Florence 
Lattimer Helwig, benefactor of the Helwig Distinguished Artist 
Endowment, which brought Peters to IUP. York presented Helwig 
with a dozen red roses as a thank-you from the students for the 
opportunities that came with Peters’s visit to campus.

“While I was at IUP, it was a blast being a part of that arts 
community—the Lively Arts and Theater by the Grove,” York said. 
“What I liked best is the idea that we, as students, could at any 
time see high-quality shows.”
 
York doesn’t just watch stage shows—he writes them. While in 
college, he wrote four musicals and one 10-minute play, all of 
which were performed at IUP.

“Originally, I wanted to be a performer, but, once I wrote my first 
musical, I knew I wanted to keep doing that,” he said. “IUP helped 
me figure that out.”

Unlike York and Gillotti, Jasmine Amos is not a Fine Arts major; 
the Respiratory Care student just loves to sing. That’s what inspired 
her to join Voices of Joy, a popular gospel choir on campus.

The group was invited to perform with Celtic fiddler Eileen Ivers 
and her band, Immigrant Soul, for an “Irish Christmas” through 
the Lively Arts in December.

“It was a great experience,” Amos said. “I was actually shocked we 
were asked to sing with them. With Voices of Joy, I’ve performed 
in Fisher Auditorium before, but not anything like that—with 
such professional performers. I’d love to do it again.”

The Lively Arts program also offers events that enrich cultural 
perspectives. One example is the weeklong visit in October by 
Tibetan monks who created a sand mandala—a picture made with 
thousands of grains of sand as an abstract representation of the 
universe.

IUP senior Ayaka Sawabe spent two to three hours each day 
helping with the event. “The mandala was amazing,” said Sawabe, 
a Religious Studies and Sociology double major. “It made me 
become more interested in Buddhism arts.”

Hank Knerr, director of the Lively Arts at IUP, said he appreciates 
the support the program receives from the Student Cooperative 
Association, alumni, the community, and a variety of campus 
partners. That funding goes toward reduced ticket prices for 
students and toward workshops and other outreach activities that 
accompany every act that comes to campus.

“With just ticket prices, we couldn’t afford to offer these things 
to enrich students’ lives,” Knerr said. “It’s not just for Fine Arts 
students, but the entire campus and the community.” m

“I can’t begin to describe 
how that experience feels 

to someone in college. 
It was an incredible honor.”

FRONTDOOR FACTS, FIGURES, SHORT SUBJECTS, QUICK TAKES

By the Numbers
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A New 

Intellectual 
Heart
By Regan Houser

Dean Yaw Asamoah in the main corridor of Keith Hall. 
The lockers lining the hallway are a reminder of Keith’s 
origin as home of the laboratory school and the decades 
that primary and secondary students attended school in 
the building. Departments in the College of Humanities 
and Social Sciences had occupied Leonard Hall for decades 
and extended into Keith when the laboratory school was 
moved to Davis Hall and renamed the University School. 
IUP ended the laboratory school program and began relying 
solely on public schools for student-teacher placements in 
the early 2000s. 

The College of Humanities and Social Sciences building to be started next spring is shown from the northeast in this rendering by 
architectural firm Astorino, the building’s designer. The rear of Stapleton Library can be seen on the far right, behind the tree. Architects 
are working to include features from Keith and Leonard halls in the interior design of the new building as a way to preserve the past. In 
addition, the building will provide those who travel by wheelchair or motorized scooter a completely accessible path from the Eberly College 
of Business and Information Technology and Memorial Field House to the Oak Grove.
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I
n this day and age, when 
students fret about their 
employability and debt upon 
their graduation, what role does a 
strong background in humanities 
and social sciences play?

Yaw Asamoah, dean of the College of 
Humanities and Social Studies at IUP, will 
tell you plenty. 

An economist who moved from the faculty 
to the college administrator’s position 10 
years ago, Asamoah believes his college 
to be the heart and soul of the university’s 
academic experience. 

The college serves as the administrative 
umbrella for the departments of Economics, 
English, Foreign Languages, Anthropology, 
Sociology, History, Journalism, Philosophy, 
Political Science, Religious Studies, and 
Geography and Regional Planning. Every 
student in the university passes through 
the college’s figurative doors to complete 
general requirements—and those doors 
are spread across campus. Currently the 
departments are located in McElhaney, 
Keith, Leonard, Davis, and Sutton halls.

“Disciplines in the humanities and social 
sciences provide a foundation to the 
undergraduate education experience,” 
Asamoah said. “No matter what major a 

student pursues, a modern society demands 
people who can read and write and express 
themselves well—people who are globally 
aware, can think critically, are cognizant of 
their heritage, and who are problem solvers. 
The major programs and core course work of 
the college help all students acquire these 
skills, no matter what their major course of 
study might be.” 

But a modern-day education in those 
disciplines requires more than classroom 
space, white boards, desks, paper, and 
pencils.

Next spring, IUP will break ground for 
a new building—one that will help to 
consolidate the college’s operations and 
provide a more collegial atmosphere 

that will foster collaboration. After its 
completion, Leonard and Keith halls will be 
razed. Eventually, as part of the long-range 
campus master plan, a new science building 
will be erected, and part of it will use the 
space now occupied by Leonard Hall. The 
long-range master plan also calls for the 
eventual replacement of Foster Dining Hall. 
Its replacement will be at the current site of 
Keith Hall. 
 
The new humanities and social sciences 
building will be next to Stapleton Library, 
on the lawn that now exists between Clark 
and Sutton halls. In addition to classrooms 
and faculty office space, it will include a 250-
seat auditorium, a great hall, an atrium and 
coffee shop, eight conference rooms, two 
collaborative classrooms, a public artifacts 
room, specialty classrooms and labs, and, if 
the college’s administration gets its wish, a 
rooftop plaza for meeting and social space.

“The opportunities to enhance collaboration 
between departments and bring many of 
them under one roof will be tremendous,” 
Asamoah said. “It will give us the added 
power to do more than we ever have before. 
Unfortunately, Leonard and Keith halls 
just don’t have the right space and prevent 
us from delivering the kind of instruction 
that maximizes student learning. The new 
building will enable us to strengthen the 
collaborative learning communities we 

“The opportunities to 
enhance collaboration 
between departments 
and bring many of them 
under one roof will be 
tremendous.”
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ACHIEVEMENTS

IUP Ambassadors Honored

The IUP Ambassadors student group won three awards from the Affiliated Student 
Advancement Programs of the Council for Advancement and Support of Education (CASE):

• Outstanding External Program, for the Young Alumni Achievement Awards
• Tried and True Programming, for the Tuition Raffle Program
• Outstanding Advisor: Sara Lawer

Roberts Heritage Learning Commons

Late Punxsutawney businessman Ralph Roberts, who served as an IUP trustee in the 1980s, 
will be honored with the naming of a special-use learning area at IUP Punxsutawney. He 
was a founding member and past president of the Punxsutawney Area College Trust, which 
established IUP Punxsutawney and the Academy of Culinary Arts. He is the father of Ann 
Roberts Jesick M’80, wife of IUP Journalism faculty member Randy Jesick.

Distinguished Family Business

IUP’s Center for Family Business honored the Wayne S. Lockard family, of Indiana, with 
the 2012 Distinguished Family Business Award. With roots tracing back to 1948, the family’s 
businesses have encompassed petroleum; real estate; franchises for Pizza Hut, Mr. Donut, 
Pacific Pride, and Northern Express; and the Enterprise Financial Services Group, serving 
small businesses.

Hall of Distinction

Six alumni were inducted into the Eberly 
College of Business and Information 
Technology’s Hall of Distinction during the 
34th annual Business Day on April 5:

• Phil Carrai ’83
• Ric Clark ’80
• Marla Sabo ’79
• Suzanne Kuhn Teele ’82
• Patrick Wallace ’85
• Theodore Young ’89

have nurtured among our students and 
faculty.”

Scott Moore chairs the History Department 
and for many years has led students to 
Cyprus for hands-on study. While the 
new building will provide those in his 
department with a more temperate 
atmosphere—the heating system in Keith 
often malfunctions, forcing students to wear 
coats in class during the winter—he said 
studies in social sciences and humanities 
fields today are different from decades ago.

“Despite the fact that history is a discipline 
that some people might believe only needs 
the basics—pencils, papers, and desks—the 
field has been evolving rapidly over the last 
20 years by taking advantage of new media 
and new technologies and using these 
digital tools to develop historical knowledge 
and make it available to an ever-growing 
number of people,” Moore said. “History 
majors need the opportunity to learn and 
interact with these technologies if they are 
going to be competitive in their careers.”

According to Gian Pagnucci, chair of the 
English Department, even in the Digital Age, 
the study of English grows more important 
every day.

“New technologies keep changing how we 
read and write, from Facebook and Twitter 
to texting and blogging, but people’s skills at 
reading and writing remain as important as 
ever,” Pagnucci said.

To teach effectively in this new age, IUP’s 
English Department needs a new building 
equipped with the latest writing and 
communication technologies, he said.

“In its day, Leonard Hall was a fine building 
in which to study English, but as the world 
of reading and writing continues to evolve, 
having a new building will give tomorrow’s 
IUP students a chance to study the digital 
English which is their future.”

Asamoah believes competitiveness is 
another incentive. Students at other 
universities are learning history, political 
science, geography, and English in buildings 
that house state-of-the-art technology. He 
stressed that providing the best educational 
environment for students helps make IUP 
more competitive in delivering on its core 
mission. 

Noting the new building also will house two 
of IUP’s oldest and largest doctoral programs, 
both in the English Department, and seven 
master’s degree programs, Asamoah said, 
“This building will be the intellectual heart 
of the entire campus. Every undergraduate 
will pass through its doors.” m
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Honorary Degree
Clyde Mills McGeary ’54, artist 
and arts education innovator, 
received an honorary Doctor 
of Humane Letters degree and 
provided the keynote address 
at the spring commencement 
ceremonies May 12. He is 
credited with creating the 
Pennsylvania Governor’s 
School for the Arts and 
the complex of Governor’s 
Schools of Excellence while he 
worked for the Pennsylvania 
Department of Education from 
1975 to 1991. 

The Ideal Building

I
UP’s newest building will house the departments of English, Journalism, 
Political Science, History, and Geography and Regional Planning. Its basic 
construction will be funded by Pennsylvania’s Department of General 
Services, but bringing the building to its ideal will require additional 
funding, for which IUP is seeking private gifts. 

Gian Pagnucci and Scott Moore said today’s technology is a key element in their 
disciplines. The new building will feature architectural elements from both Keith and 
Leonard halls as a way to preserve a flavor of the past, but its technology offerings will 
be what make it conducive to today’s learning needs.

Some of the specific plans include the following:

A	media	room	for	the	English	Department’s	Film	Studies	track:	“There’s 
nothing else like this room on campus,” Associate Dean Michele Norwood said. “The 
technology would provide not just high-definition projection, but also things like 
surround sound. It’s a very specialized environment.”

Three	lab	settings	for	the	Journalism	Department: Norwood said this will 
include an open lab, a teaching lab, and a lab for the Digital Media Institute. One will 
need to be equipped with high-end Apple Macintosh units, an industry standard.

Regional	Planning	studio: Students who pursue the Regional Planning 
major require equipment and peripherals that accommodate large-scale finished 
products. According to Norwood, the Regional Planning undergraduate program 
has earned national accreditation from the Planning Accreditation Board, with the 
understanding that this studio will be in place. IUP’s program joins only 13 other 
undergraduate programs in the United States in having the accreditation; IUP’s is the 
only one in Pennsylvania. “Our accreditation depends on completion of this studio,” 
Norwood said.

Rooftop	garden	plaza: The plaza would be used for instruction and formal 
experimentation by the Geography Department. “Part of it will be a classroom. Our 
Geography students will use it for academic activities they now conduct on the 
rooftop of Leonard Hall, such as meteorological experimentation. It also makes 
great use of space for student and faculty interaction and even for public gathering,” 
Norwood said.  

Public	History	Artifact	Room:	Students in the Master of Arts in History program 
will curate items that cover local history, preserving the best of Indiana County and 
sharing history that has yet to be uncovered, Norwood said.

Your	Investment	Can	Help	Develop	the	Best-Prepared	Students
Ensuring students receive the most contemporary education helps to solidify 
America’s future in the marketplace. Readers interested in discussing how to make 
IUP’s College of Humanities and Social Sciences building one that will best prepare 
students for the workplace or graduate studies should contact Bill Speidel, vice 
president for University Advancement, at 724-357-5661.
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By Elaine Jacobs Smith

H
e says wonderful things about his former university and life in the Last 
Frontier; his children are even staying on to finish their degrees there. But 
Driscoll had been exploring opportunities for a presidency—not because 
of any longtime career goal, he said—he was simply ready for a new 
challenge.

It’s been a recurring theme in his life, and one he came upon honestly. 

Driscoll grew up in Montague, Michigan, a town of about 2,000 on the Lower Peninsula. 
His father, David, worked in industry—first pouring iron, then making piston rings for 
the auto industry, but an on-the-job injury sent him back to college while Michael was in 
high school.

Long after he learned to read on his father’s lap tucked behind a newspaper, Michael 
Driscoll found himself helping his dad with his math homework while his mother, 
Bette, managed the home and raised him and his younger sister. Driscoll’s father ended 
up earning a bachelor’s degree in social work, and his last job before he retired was as a 
counselor in a methadone clinic.

In high school, Driscoll knew he wanted to go to college and get a doctorate in electrical 
engineering. “I’m not sure why,” he said, “except that electricity was the one thing that 
I just didn’t quite understand in high school physics, and I thought, ‘I need to figure this 
out.’”

At Michigan State, Driscoll did almost all those things—earning a bachelor’s, master’s, and 
Ph.D. in electrical engineering with a focus on computers and computer design—though 
he says he still doesn’t quite understand how electricity works.

While those old enough may associate Dungeons & Dragons at Michigan State with the 
late-’70s disappearance of a student believed lost in the school’s steam tunnels in a live-
action version of the game, in a roundabout way, the game led to Driscoll’s meeting his 
future wife. 

He had made friends with a student couple through D&D gatherings in his dorm, and, 
at their wedding, he met the former Rebecca Young, the bride’s cousin, who sang at the 
ceremony. Afterward, he and Young corresponded between East Lansing and Los Angeles, 
where she lived with her grandmother during a break in her study of theater at Humboldt 
State University.

In 1984, Driscoll headed to Los Angeles on his first plane ride and joined Young and her 
mother on their drive home to Redwood Country in Northern California. Along I-5 in the 
foothills town of Los Gatos, Driscoll proposed to Young amid walls of semis in the parking 
lot of a Motel 6, and the two were married in Michigan in September of that year.

Their daughter, Katie, was born in 1988, right after Driscoll defended his dissertation and 
three weeks before they moved to Portland, Oregon, where he started his first faculty 
position at Portland State. Their son, Greg, was born three years later.

Portland was a big city by their standards, with a population of about 400,000, and the 
university, founded in the mid-1940s, was young and growing. “I could have gone to an 
old, established place that wasn’t change oriented,” Driscoll said. “But it was really fun to 
be where we could make a difference—and grow and change things.”

In the electrical engineering department, Driscoll started to notice declining enrollment 
and other issues that needed to be addressed, and, at some point after receiving tenure, 
he took on the role of associate chair with a focus on recruiting students. From there, he 
continued to step into new opportunities.K
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Michael A. Driscoll started as 
IUP’s new president July 1 after 
six years at the University of 
Alaska Anchorage.

“I found that I really enjoyed bringing 
people together, solving problems, 
and moving the institution ahead.”

Ready 
      for the 
Challenge
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Governors in January to be IUP’s next leader, he was well aware he 
would be inheriting some anxiety within the university about the 
turnover of presidents over the last decade. He said he is grateful to 
David Werner, IUP’s interim president of two years, for the positive 
tone he set and for “keeping things moving ahead productively, not 
just minding the store.”

To those concerned about what the length of his tenure will be, 
Driscoll notes two things: (1) He and his wife hate to move (no 
doubt reinforced by their recent 6,000-mile meandering drive from 
Anchorage to Indiana, which they started two hours after Becky 
Driscoll defended her dissertation for her master’s thesis in English), 
and (2) he started at UAA under similar circumstances and became 
the longest-serving provost in the school’s history. “One of the key 
things I brought was calmness, and I came to work every day and 
was there,” he said. “And that’s part of the healing.”

Driscoll also comes to IUP well versed in the financial challenges 
it faces. To address them, he said the university must be creative 
in finding new ways to deliver the same great education and 
research, be as efficient and effective with tax dollars as possible, 

In the meantime, Becky Driscoll’s 
grandmother, with whom she had stayed 
in Los Angeles, was in declining health 
and had come to live with the Driscolls in 
Portland. Her death after three years left the 
family in a state of transition, and, when 
Driscoll received a call from a recruiter 
about the provost and vice chancellor 
position at the University of Alaska 
Anchorage, he and his wife decided to look 
into it.

In February 2006, they were on the ground 
in Anchorage for the interview. It was 5 
below and sunny, and, in a few days, they 
had seen the full range of weather—rain, 
snow, hail, sleet. But they were taken with 
the university and the city’s small-town 
feel and rich arts community, and Driscoll 
started as the chief academic officer that 
June.

As in Portland, Driscoll said he was part of 
a great team—it grew enrollment, enriched 
the program set, put new buildings in 
motion, achieved success in fund-raising, 
and fortified relationships with the state’s 
oil and gas industry. The university also 
bolstered its reputation in preparing 
students for health-care careers and 

served as a pilot for the new accreditation 
standards for institutions in the Pacific 
Northwest.

But eventually, Driscoll and his wife started 
to think a presidency would be a good fit 
for him, and he took part in mentoring 
programs to help build the needed skill set. 
He was also fortunate, he said, to have had 
bosses who allowed him to be visible in the 
community, raise funds, and do other things 
that “normally a provost wouldn’t do.”

Driscoll knew of IUP through Michael 
Hood, dean of the College of Fine Arts, who 
left the University of Alaska Anchorage 
for IUP before Driscoll had started there 
but would return on occasion for a UAA 
theater conference. As news of the opening 
at IUP spread and Driscoll began exploring 
it further, he said he was intrigued by the 
school’s rich history, the faculty’s dedication 
to student success and willingness to 
involve students in research, and IUP’s 
overall ability to churn out public higher 
education success stories, which Driscoll 
knows a bit about.

When he was selected by the Pennsylvania 
State System of Higher Education Board of 

President Driscoll talked in the Oak Grove with Admissions office student workers, from left, Katie Caffrey, Erin Harteis, and Kelly Lemmon.

“There wasn’t a big plan at the beginning 
to end up where I am today, but I found 
that I really enjoyed bringing people 
together, solving problems, and moving the 
institution ahead,” he said.

Engineering was the lead project in 
Portland State’s first capital campaign, 
and, as executive dean, Driscoll played 
a large role in raising the $100 million 
that would help the engineering school 
become a college, then a named college, and 
eventually move into a new building.

Driscoll never had an office in that building. 
Instead, he was hired as the university’s 
vice provost with responsibilities for 
academic personnel and budget. “Those 
seemed to be the two areas that were most 
important to the continued health of 
higher education, and I thought it was an 
important place to be,” he said.

In his 18 years at Portland State, the school 
dramatically increased enrollment to more 
than 22,000 students and saw significant 
gains in national reputation and faculty 
research, he said. “I feel fortunate that I was 
a part of PSU’s tremendous growth.”

and demonstrate the value IUP provides through the investment 
made by Pennsylvania taxpayers. “We know that we do a lot for the 
commonwealth, for the citizens. We need to make sure everyone 
understands what that is.”

He doesn’t plan to take on those challenges alone.

During his visits to campus, he said he was impressed with IUP’s 
strong alumni base and the commitment of the greater community 
to the university, evidenced by the service of groups such as the 
Council of Trustees. Driscoll believes those groups want to be further 
engaged and said his first key task as president would be to open the 
lines of communication and involve all stakeholders, internal and 
external, in discussions to determine a shared vision for IUP’s future.

While those discussions will offer guidance in critical questions 
about where IUP’s resources should be focused and what the size of 
enrollment should be, he said the greatest value will be in “exciting 
people about the future of the institution, so we become shared 
partners” in its success.

Driscoll, too, is excited about the task ahead…as always.

In his spare time, of which he has little, he likes to do crossword 
puzzles, often fitting in two or three a day. At some point he decided 
that, if he could do them, he had better figure out how to construct 
them. Although he says the first ones he completed aren’t very good, 
it’s something he continues to work at.

“Well, that’s the next challenge,” he explained. “There always has to 
be a new challenge and something new to learn, and that’s probably 
the key.” m

“We know that we do a lot for the 
commonwealth, for the citizens. 
We need to make sure everyone 

understands what that is.”

David Werner, IUP’s interim president of two years, and his wife, 
Kay, right, spoke with graduate student Windy Zayac and her 
daughters during a farewell picnic for the Werners in the Oak 
Grove in June. New President Michael Driscoll said he is grateful 
to Werner for “keeping things moving ahead productively” 
during his time at IUP.
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New University 
Professor
Management professor 
Abbas	Ali	is IUP’s 2012-
13 University Professor. 
IUP honors one professor 
annually with this 
lifetime title based on his 
or her outstanding record 
of teaching, research, and 
scholarly activity and 
service. During his tenure 
as University Professor, 
Ali plans to write a book 
on business ethics in 
Islam, intending to fill 
a gap in understanding 
Islamic perspectives on 
how to conduct business. 
He hopes it will deepen 
his knowledge about 
changing business 
conditions across 
cultures. “This insight 
is useful for improving 
teaching at IUP and 
positioning it globally,” 
he said, as IUP has a 
number of international 
students and takes part 
in many exchange 
programs. Ali, who also 
serves as director of the 
School of International 
Management in the Eberly 
College of Business and 
Information Technology, 
joined the IUP faculty in 
1989.

Raymond	Pavloski,	
chair of the Department 
of Psychology, received 
the Distinguished Faculty 
Award for Research. He 
studies how perceptual 
experience is produced by 
neural network activities, 
and his research may 
benefit those diagnosed 
with autism spectrum 
disorders.

David	Piper,	
chair of the Department 
of Employment and Labor 
Relations, received the 
Distinguished Faculty 
Award for Service. His 
record includes leadership 
of the Universitywide 
Graduate Curriculum 
Committee and 
service to the Student 
Cooperative Association, 
his department, and the 
community. 

Joan	Van	Dyke,	
Department of Theater 
and Dance, received the 
Distinguished Faculty 
Award for Creative Arts. 
Her work has included 
choreography of a 
production in Croatia 
honoring comedy 
writer Marin Drzic and 
the presentation of her 
new approach to stage 
movement, “Alignment 
for Character,” in Greece.
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MENTORS
Fulbright Winners
The list of IUP’s Fulbright 
recipients is now up to 63, with 
two faculty members receiving 
awards in the spring:

• History professor Lynn	
	 Botelho,	IUP’s 2011-12
  University Professor, 
 received the Fulbright-King’s 
 College London Scholar 
 Award and will conduct 
 research in the United 
 Kingdom from January 
 through July 2013. She will 
 work on a book that explores 
 the nature of old age and the 
 aging body in early modern 
 England. Two additional 
 awards, the Pain Fellowship 
 at Birkbeck University of 
 London and the Ruth Landes 
 Fellowship, will further 
 assist her research. Also the 

 current U.S. national 
 champion in fencing in her 
 age group, she looks forward 
 to fencing competitively in 
 England.

• Susan	Boser,	Sociology, 
 received a Fulbright 
 scholarship for teaching and 
 research and will be affiliated 
 with Tribhuven University 
 in Kirtipur, Nepal, from 
 August to December. She 
 will teach a graduate 
 course in qualitative research 
 methods in the department 
 of anthropology and 
 sociology and work on 
 curriculum development. 
 “My research entails 
 examining Nepal’s political 
 transformation, focusing 
 on social dynamics regarding 
 governmental infrastructure 
 development as they pertain 

 to voice and participation of 
 various stakeholder groups,” 
 she said.

Teaching Excellence
The Center for Teaching 
Excellence honored eight 
faculty members in April for 
innovative teaching:

• Lydia	Rodríguez,	Foreign 
 Languages, and Francisco	
	 Alarcón, Mathematics, 
 Distance Education Award, 
 for exemplary online 
 pedagogy and instructional 
 design for the course The 
 Mayas: Culture, Literature, 
 and Numbers

• Lynn	Shelly, English, 
 Diversity Award, for making 
 a discussion comparing 
 growing up in the city and 

 in the country the focus of 
 her basic writing course at 
 IUP Punxsutawney

• Azad	Ali,	Technology 
 Support and Training, 
 Heiges-Lamberski Award 
 for Experiential Learning, for 
 his course in which students 
 completed technology 
 projects for local nonprofit 
 agencies

• John	Taylor,	Geoscience, 
 Content Pedagogy Award, for 
 redesigning an upper-level paleontology 
 course to maximize student learning

• Werner	Lippert,	History, and	William	
	 McPherson,	Technology Support and 
 Training, Collaborative Practice Award, 
 for linking their history and business 
 courses as part of the Eberly Connections 
 program

• Meigan	Robb,	Nursing and Allied 
 Health Professions, Teaching Associate 
 Award, for her focus on student 
 motivation, active learning, and 
 development of critical thinking skills

The Center for Teaching Excellence presented faculty members Werner Lippert and William McPherson with 
the Collaborative Practice Award for linking their courses—McPherson’s Introduction to Business and Lippert’s 
History of the Modern Era—for the Eberly Connections program, offered last school year to undecided business 
majors. For their final project, the students worked in teams to develop business plans for companies from various 
eras of modern history. The winning group pitched the Tea Kettle Tea House from 1850s England. Group members 
included, from left, Alyssa Miller, Alyssa Litzenberger, Jules Dill, and Ben Chelius, pictured with Dorothy Gracey, 
an assistant dean in the Eberly College of Business and Information Technology. Gracey and Michele Norwood, 
associate dean of Humanities and Social Sciences, created Eberly Connections. 
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Distinguished Faculty 
The University Senate honored three faculty members in May with Distinguished Faculty Awards:

Best 300 Professors
Four IUP faculty members were named to 
the Princeton Review’s 2012 edition of The 
Best 300 Professors:

• Claude	Mark	Hurlbert, English
• Melvin	Jenkins	M’92,	Developmental  
 Studies
• James	Jozefowicz,	Economics
• Robert	Kostelnik	’76,	Health and   
 Physical Education

The list featured professors from 122 
colleges and universities. Inclusion was 
based in large part on student reviews from 
RateMyProfessors.com.

Thanking Her Eyes
I Want to Thank My Eyes, the latest book 
of poems by English professor emerita 
and renowned poet Rosaly	DeMaios	
Roffman, was published in May by Tebot 
Bach of Huntington Beach, California. It is 
available at http://tebotbach.org. Roffman’s 
original work, along with the music of 
composer David Berlin, was also the basis of 
a dance production, Triptych, performed by 
the IUP Dance Theater in April. Directed by 
Theater and Dance faculty member Holly	
Boda-Sutton,	Triptych featured three 

suites that reflected the world through three 
different perspectives using words, music, 
and movement.

Lifetime of Service in Corrections
The Corrections Section of the Academy 
of Criminal Justice Sciences in March 
presented its highest award, the John 
Howard Award, to Rosemary	Gido,	IUP 
Criminology professor emerita, in honor 
of her “lifetime of service and scholarship 
in corrections.” Gido retired from IUP in 
August. 

Reforesting in Shanksville
Biology professor Jeffery	Larkin and four 
of his students took part in a reforestation 
project at the Flight 93 National Memorial 
in Shanksville, Pennsylvania, in April. 
Larkin and the students were involved 
in the project’s first phase and played 
leadership roles in the volunteer effort to 
plant the first 15,000 of 150,000 total trees at 
the site. The seedlings, a mixture of native 
conifer and deciduous species, will form a 
windbreak to protect trees planted in nearby 
memorial groves.
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Small Businesses, 

Big Results
By Bob Fulton

W
hen Cyrus Kirsch and the late Roger 
Barnes put their heads together in 1999 
and started planning a new company 
to build a better floor sander, they were 
“a couple guys in their 40s with no 

computer experience,” said Kirsch’s wife, Mary.

Computer assistance was some of the first help the two 
entrepreneurs received from IUP students through the 
university’s Small Business Development Center. “They 
went to the SBDC at IUP and asked, ‘Who can help us? Does 
this product/idea exist? Can we patent it?’” said Mary Kirsch, 
now the office manager of Cherryhill Manufacturing 
Corporation, headquartered near Indiana.

Cy Kirsch and Barnes developed the U-Sand random orbital 
floor sander, which, according to Mary Kirsch, is a big 
improvement over old drum sanders that could too easily 
gouge wood floors.

Under the direction of the SBDC, IUP students also helped 
prepare Cherryhill Manufacturing’s initial business plan 
and a mock website and did market research for the start-up 

Karin Buchan Eller ’87 and her husband, Larry, 
own Plant-It Earth Greenhouse near Indiana.
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company. “It took off from there,” Kirsch said. “The students 
were a very big help. They had a lot of good connections and 
advice.”

Today, Cherryhill Manufacturing is a 13-year-old company with 
23 employees who build more than 800 U-Sand floor sanders 
annually. They are distributed to rental firms across America 
and in Canada.

Cherryhill Manufacturing is one of about 700 companies 
assisted by the SBDC since the center was founded in the early 
1990s. The SBDC provides consulting services and educational 
programs to entrepreneurs looking to start or grow a small 
business. It helps answer critical questions posed by many 
entrepreneurs: Is my idea for a new product or service practical? 
Where can I find money to start my business? Who, and where, 
are my customers? How much space do I need for my company? 
What governmental and environmental regulations will affect 
my new business?

And the answers, advice, and guidance from the center’s highly 
qualified consultants are free.

By Randy Wells
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Business in 

Bloom
The assistance Larry and Karin Eller received from the 
SBDC helped their business bloom, literally.

Karin Buchan Eller graduated from IUP in 1987 with a Fine 
Arts degree, but she always loved flowers and had worked 
in a greenhouse while a student.

The Ellers started the Plant-It Earth Greenhouse in Brush 
Valley Township, Indiana County, as a hobby. “It kept 
growing and growing and growing,” she said.

Today, Plant-It Earth sells annuals, perennials, and 
heirloom vegetable plants from greenhouses in a quiet 
glen about 12 miles from the IUP main campus.

Eller said she tries to educate her customers about the 
plants they’re buying. In a rocky “shade garden,” samples 
are growing so customers can see what the plants will 
look like when they’re mature. Everything is grown as 
organically as possible, she said, and the Ellers will even 
sell a single vegetable plant to a customer who has only 
limited space in an urban garden.

Eller said SBDC Director Tony Palamone helped her draw 
up the business plan that she and her husband took to 
banks to get financing to start Plant-It Earth, and Palamone 
also assisted in preparing required tax documents for the 
business. And when the Ellers encountered business-
related computer problems, the SBDC sent computer-savvy 
students to the rescue.

“The students up there are wonderful. They’re very 
helpful,” she said.

In May the Ellers hosted a customer appreciation day to 
mark Plant-It Earth Greenhouse’s 15th anniversary.

Eller wants to expand her clientele base into Westmoreland 
County and the Pittsburgh area and next plans to seek 
marketing advice from SBDC experts.

Working in the assembly area at 
Cherryhill Manufacturing were Dan 
Ogden, left, and owner Cyrus Kirsch.



“We serve the general public with 
intellectual resources” available at the 
university, said Tony Palamone, the 
SBDC’s director since 1997. The expertise 
and assistance provided are free, and it 
comes from the SBDC’s consultants and the 
university’s administrators, faculty, and 
students.

“We are bringing students in more and more 
to work with folks in start-up businesses,” 
Palamone said.

SBDCs in Pennsylvania are basically funded 
by three entities—the U.S. Small Business 
Administration, the state Department of 
Community and Economic Development, 

Small Businesses, 

Big Results
Specimen of Success 
Environmental Service Laboratories started in 1989 as a fledgling company in the 
Indiana County Small Business Incubator with two employees. Today it has 70 
employees and operates from three locations but still is headquartered in Indiana.

Elizabeth Gregg, ESL’s president and CEO, said in a Pennsylvania Senate 
Appropriations Committee hearing last fall that the incubator provided her start-up 
company the help that accelerated its growth. That help included adaptable space 
with low rent, management support, and access to IUP’s SBDC. The link to higher 
education resources at IUP was, and still is, a value, she said.

Originally started as a lab to provide environmental-analysis services to the natural 
gas well drilling industry, ESL has grown exponentially in the past few years, thanks 
to the boom in drilling in the Marcellus shale formation.

The company also expanded into the municipal marketplace and does substantial 
work testing and monitoring the quality of drinking water supplies and performing 
wastewater analysis.

In May, during National Small Business Week, Gregg was selected as the first 
recipient of the new Chairman’s Award for Pittsburgh Impact Companies. The award 
is presented by the Pittsburgh Regional Alliance and the Allegheny Conference to a 
business owner who has been instrumental in ensuring growth and opportunities for 
Pittsburgh.

Mike Moyer, ESL’s chief operations officer, started with the company as a part-time 
lab tech before he graduated from IUP in 2004 with a degree in Chemistry. He said 
all of the company’s upper management, and 50 percent of the employees, are IUP 
graduates.

The SBDC’s most recent assistance, he said, has been help in developing a global 
marketing plan.

Something Old, Something New 
“When I buy something, I jump right in and fix things up,” said Linda Alworth, owner 
of a wedding venue in Armstrong County, Pennsylvania, that includes a barn and a 
new restaurant and bar in a historic hotel she is restoring.

But Alworth admits the advice she received from IUP’s SBDC—to slow down “and 
think about where your money is going and what income you’ll need”—was a good 
balance to her creative impulsiveness.

Alworth was the owner of a landscaping business in 2005 when she bought Lingrow 
Farm, about 14 miles southwest of Kittanning. She was born and raised on a farm, and 
her success in restoring the old barn on her property prompted friends to tell her, “You 
should be doing weddings here.”

Alworth’s daughter, Jamie McCluske, who graduated from IUP with a Management 
degree in 1999, put her mother in touch with Palamone, and he assisted in preparing 
a business plan and in finding funding sources. “The program is excellent,” Alworth 
said. “They can help you with just about any issue” in starting a company.

In 2007, she opened the barn at Lingrow Farm as a rental facility. Then, she saw the 
need to do the planning and coordinating of events like weddings herself. She bought 
the former National Hotel, in nearby Leechburg, and began remodeling it with a 
restaurant and bar on the ground floor. Later she’ll renovate the hotel’s upstairs 
rooms, and eventually she’ll furnish complete wedding packages, from rehearsal 
dinners to the ceremony at the barn to the reception and overnight accommodations 
at the hotel.

Alworth said the assistance she received from the SBDC likely helped her business 
grow faster. “And it makes you more positive in what you’re doing and more aware.”

She would—and already has—recommended the SBDC’s expertise to friends 
interested in starting a business. m
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Tony Palamone ’71, M’77, director of the 
Small Business Development Center at IUP

 Above: Mike Moyer ’04, chief operations officer 
at Environmental Service Laboratories

Below: Linda Alworth, owner of Lingrow Farm

and host universities. They also receive 
donations from banks, community groups, 
and other entities that promote economic 
development.

There are 18 SBDCs in Pennsylvania. IUP’s 
started in the early 1990s and operated as a 
satellite of Clarion University’s until 2003.
The SBDCs furnish free advice and 
guidance to prospective business owners 
on topics including accounting, product 
development, marketing, advertising, taxes, 
and safety issues.

Much of the aid that IUP’s center provides 
involves finding financial assistance for 
entrepreneurs. “Probably 70 to 80 percent 

of our work is to get companies funded,” 
Palamone said.

Prospective business owners are often 
referred to the SBDC by friends, banks, and 
the Indiana County Office of Planning and 
Development.

Palamone said it’s preferable to involve the 
SBDC early in the start-up process, as it starts 
entrepreneurs thinking about what they’re 
getting into. “I’ve met people who said, ‘I 
should have seen you for my first business,’” 
he said.

According to Palamone, about 6 percent 
of businesses close every year, but people 
assisted by SBDCs stay in business longer 
and are more successful. SBDC guidance 
helps entrepreneurs avoid pitfalls that 
doom many fledgling businesses.

In a typical year, IUP’s SBDC helps more 
than 100 entrepreneurs or businesses. 
In 2011, it had 131 clients: 56 were new, 
25 started businesses, and 18 completed 
business plans. Also in 2011, the SBDC 
conducted 17 programs and seminars 
attended by more than 200 people and 
helped raise more than $3.2 million for 
businesses.

Before accepting the position with the 
SBDC, Palamone operated his own 
consulting practice and had experience 
in the development and management of 
business incubators. His background also 
includes teaching entrepreneurship and 
small business management, establishing 
and running a business loan fund, operating 
a redevelopment authority, and municipal 
planning at the city and county level. He 
holds a bachelor’s degree in geography and 
a master’s in city and regional planning 
from IUP and an MBA from the University 
of Pittsburgh. 

Palamone’s monthly seminar, “How to Start 
and Finance a Business,” typically attracts 
an audience of 4 to 20 people.

According to Palamone, the SBDC is a “well-
kept secret” for several reasons, one being 
that the business assistance it provides is 
confidential. Palamone doesn’t publicly 
discuss the help given to a particular 
business or a client’s success unless the 
client has given him permission to do so. 

IUP’s SBDC is one of the smaller ones in 
the state. Assisting Palamone are Richard 
Hoover, a business consultant; Wendy 
Kopczyk, a management technician; two 
faculty members who serve on a part-time 
basis; and interns and student volunteers. 
m

Getting a 

Good Start
To survive and grow, businesses must provide 
a needed product or service. And, like the small 
companies it helps, the Small Business Development 
Center at IUP does exactly that.
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Change  of   Direction
By Bob Fulton

Peterson’s tennis program, sputtering not so long ago—only one win 
in 2008, the year before he was hired—has since executed a dramatic 
U-turn and emerged as a national power behind a distinctly 
international cast. Led by players from Thailand, England, Canada, 
and Mexico, the Crimson Hawks are as dominant as they are diverse. 

IUP finished 22-8 this spring to set a school record for victories, 
posted the highest national ranking in the program’s history 
(29th), and advanced to the round of 16 at the NCAA Division II 
tournament for the second year in a row before falling to sixth-
ranked Abilene (Texas) Christian. 

Peterson engineered this remarkable resurgence by pursuing players 
who possessed passports as well as the requisite tennis skills.

“I knew from the very beginning that recruiting was going to be 
critical to helping turn things around, and so I worked very hard at 
that,” said Peterson, an assistant at Bucknell before coming to IUP. 
“I found it easier to get interest from foreign players because not 
only were we unestablished, but the Division II concept sometimes 
makes it harder to go after American players—some kids have a 

built-in bias that they really want to play 
Division I. So it was just easier for me to 
get interest from foreign players who were 
looking for opportunities.”

The result is a multinational lineup. 
Sophomore Tabtip Louhabanjong, the 
Hawks’ No. 1 player, hails from steamy 
Thailand but spent her last two years of 
high school in Anchorage, Alaska, as a 
participant in a study-abroad program, 
relishing the snow and frigid temperatures. 
Sophomore Ranvita Mahto, who resides 
in Burlington, Ontario, was born to Indian 
parents in the United Arab Emirates. Juniors 
Emilia Osborne and Katie Eaton live in 
England. And sophomore Erika Schnaas 
was born in Mexico to a German father 
and Mexican mother. Freshmen Tanya 
Timko and Abby McCormick are the lone 
homegrown players.

These products of disparate cultures get 
along famously. Indeed, the Crimson Hawks 
are so inseparable that Osborne likens them 
to seven best friends, a bond that no doubt 
contributes to their success.

“We have a really close relationship,” said 
Louhabanjong, who earned an NCAA Elite 
89 award at the national championships in 
Louisville, Kentucky, in recognition of her 
cumulative 4.0 grade-point average (IUP’s 
aggregate 3.74 GPA ranked highest among 
the 16 teams that qualified). “It’s not just 
on the court. We hang out together all the 
time.”

Louhabanjong endeavors with minimal 
success to teach her teammates Thai. 
Spanish, Arabic, and French might also be 
heard on road trips. 

This babel of languages stems from 
Peterson’s decision to recruit globally once 
he accepted the coaching reins in the wake 
of that one-win season. Peterson wasn’t 
scared off at all by the program’s woes; on 
the contrary, he embraced the challenge.

“It was very attractive to me, the idea of 
having an opportunity to sort of build from 
the ground up,” said Peterson, the reigning 
Pennsylvania State Athletic Conference 
West and Atlantic Region Coach of the Year. 
“That was a key to the recruiting process, 
finding these types of players who were 
very open to the idea of trying to build 
something special.”

Osborne and Eaton slapped on their 
hard hats when they arrived in 2010 and 
immediately went to work constructing a 
sturdy foundation.

Their impact on the program they’ve helped 
resuscitate is reflected by the numbers in 
the IUP record book. Osborne has won 75 
doubles matches and Eaton 69, good for first 
and second place on the school’s career list, 
with a season still remaining for each. Eaton 
ranks second all-time in singles victories 
(59), eight behind the record set by Yvonne 
Niederbracht in 2005. And Osborne and 
Eaton each have 128 combined singles 
and doubles wins, tied for second after 
Niederbracht (130).

Incredibly, both Brits were blissfully 
ignorant of the program’s plight when they 
came to IUP.

“It was a bit like, ‘Oh my goodness, we 
have a lot of work to do,’” Eaton said. “But I 
knew our coach was going to be recruiting 

other players and that we’d improve. We’ve 
achieved amazing things in a short period 
of time.”

The Crimson Hawks went 17-9 and qualified 
for the NCAA tournament in Eaton and 
Osborne’s rookie season of 2010. IUP took 
another step forward last year, finishing 
21-7 and advancing to the NCAA’s round 
of 16 for the first time with a stirring 5-4 
victory over Slippery Rock in the regional 
final. Every other match had been decided, 
so players and coaches from both teams 
surrounded the court where Osborne and 
Elisabeth Yetiskul were engaged in a tense, 
winner-take-all showdown. Teammates 
mobbed Osborne after she whacked an 

Women’s tennis head coach Larry Peterson is the 
reigning Pennsylvania State Athletic Conference West 
and Atlantic Region Coach of the Year.When he 

needed to 
steer IUP in a 
new direction, 
Larry Peterson 
looked past 
domestic 
models and 
put his faith 
in foreign 
imports.

The tennis team’s 
distinctly international cast, 

from left: Erika Schnaas, 
Emilia Osborne, Ranvita Mahto, 

Tabtip Louhabanjong, 
Tanya Timko, Katie Eaton,

 and Abby McCormick
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inside-out forehand winner to seal a 4-6, 
6-3, 6-2 victory and punch IUP’s ticket to 
nationals.

“Every single point was so crucial, and then 
to have Emilia come through in the third 
set, that was just incredible,” Mahto said. 
“It was one of those cliché moments where 
everybody rushes up to her and hugs her.”

There was no comparable moment 
this season: IUP simply bludgeoned its 
regional foes, beating both West Liberty 
(West Virginia) State and Charleston (West 
Virginia) by 5-0 scores. Louhabanjong 
whipped Marcela Torres 6-0, 6-0 at No. 1 
singles to clinch the Hawks’ victory over 
Charleston and secure a berth in the round 
of 16.

The notion of winning regional titles and 
contending for national honors would have 
seemed unimaginable four years ago, before 
Larry Peterson began searching the whole 
world over for the players who ultimately 

transformed IUP tennis. Due largely to 
their foreign imports, the once-sputtering 
Crimson Hawks are now humming like a 
Maserati.

“Being part of a team that turned the 
program around, being part of that 
changing process, that’s what’s really 
exciting,” Osborne said. “From a team 
that was huge underdogs to now…well, 
sometimes it’s a bit difficult to believe how 
far we’ve come.” m

“Sometimes it’s a bit 
difficult to believe how 

far we’ve come.”
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NAMEDROPPERS

Since it was created in 
the mid-1990s, the IUP 
Athletic Hall of Fame 
has included eclectic 

classes spanning several 
generations and sports. The 17th 
class, which will be inducted 
September 15, is another fine 
example of that.

Fourteen athletes representing 
five sports will be welcomed 
into the hall of fame during the 
annual induction ceremony 
at the Kovalchick Convention 
and Athletic Complex. In 
addition, a husband-and-wife 
team that has been a key part 
of IUP athletics will receive the 
honorary award.

The	Class	of	2012:

• Basketball: Jack	Bizyak	’58,	
	 Rich	Lynch	’77,	M’80,	and  
 the late Mike	Spingola	’66 
• Football: Bill	Dawson	’56,	
	 John	Marefka	’56,	Barry	
	 Gasdek	’64,	Paul	Neatrour		
	 Sr.	’67,	M’75,	Andrew	“Jai”		
	 Hill	’03,	and the late Nick		
	 Kish
• Softball: Julie	Giacomin	’01
• Swimming: James	Russell		
	 ’92
• Track and field: Ronald		 	
	 Steele	’77,	Derek	Brinkley		
	 ’02, and Amber	Plowden		
	 ’02
• The honorary award will 
 be given to Walt	Lewis	’70	
 and Sue	Lamm	Lewis	’71, 
 who live in Indiana and 
 continue to be key members 
 of the IUP community 
 through tireless support.

After the induction ceremony 
and reception, the group will 
be honored at halftime of the 
IUP football game versus Lock 
Haven at George P. Miller 
Stadium.

For more information on the 
hall of fame, call Karyl Miller at 
724-357-2057.

Spring Recap
Once again, the IUP spring 
scene was a successful one, 

replete with championships 
and awards.

Tops on that list was the 
performance turned in by 
senior Jackie	Hynson	
’12 at the NCAA Division 
II swimming and diving 
championships March 16 in 
Mansfield, Texas. A native of 
King George, Virginia, Hynson 
not only won the NCAA crown 
in the 200 butterfly, she did 
so by breaking the Division 
II record in the event—in 1 
minute, 58.54 seconds.

The season ended in spectacular 
fashion for Hynson, who also 
earned All-America honors 
in two other events. She 
capped it all by winning the 
Pennsylvania State Athletic 
Conference Top 10 Award, given 
out annually to athletes who 
are successful in the classroom 
as well as athletics. And, at the 
annual All-American banquet, 
Hynson and Ethan	Robinson 
(men’s basketball) were named 

IUP’s Scholar Athletes of the 
Year.

On the playing field, the 
women’s softball team 
turned in a stellar season. 
Under head coach Bill	
Graham, the Crimson Hawks 
repeated as PSAC softball 
champs by rallying twice 
to stun Bloomsburg in the 
championship round. They 
then advanced to the Atlantic 
Regional, where they bowed 
out in the finals to Kutztown. 
The Crimson Hawks finished 
31-14-1 overall, including a 
10-2 mark in home games. Two 
players, Megan	McCormick 
and Monica	Iachini, were 
named to the all-region team.

The IUP lacrosse team had 
its best season to date by 
advancing all the way to the 
PSAC quarterfinals before losing 
to Mercyhurst. Coach Mindy	
Richmond’s team finished 
with an 11-6 record, tying 
the school record for wins in 

a season, and set a record for 
conference wins, with seven.

In track and field, the Crimson 
Hawks sent two athletes to 
the NCAA Championships in 
Pueblo, Colorado. On the men’s 
side, Ross	Moreau placed 15th 
in the shot put, with a heave 
of 51 feet, 3¼ inches. For the 
women, Laurie	Ajavon took 
17th in the long jump, with a 
mark of 17-9½. At the end of the 
season, six members of the track 
and field team were selected to 
the all-region team.

In what has become a rite 
of spring, the IUP golf team 
dominated play en route 
to a berth in the NCAA 
Championships, where coach 
Fred	Joseph’s team placed 
14th overall, highlighted by 
a fifth-place finish by Zack	
Kempa.

The baseball team didn’t 
reach the playoffs, but it still 
finished with a solid 25-23-1 

record under head coach Jeff	
Ditch. Junior shortstop Robbie	
Zinsmeister was named a 
third-team All-American after 
batting .326 while sporting a 
3.73 grade-point average, and 
four other players were named 
to the all-region team.

Alumni Notes
On the baseball diamond, 
Kevin	McMullen	’90 recently 
completed another successful 
season as an associate head 
coach at the University of 
Virginia. The Cavaliers were 
ranked nationally much of the 
season and finished with a 39-
19-1 record and a berth in the 
NCAA tournament. 

In the basketball coaching 
ranks, former IUP player Rob	
Norris	’99 was recently hired 
as an assistant coach for the 
Eastern Michigan University 
women’s team after a three-
year stint as a men’s assistant 
at Canisius. Also, former IUP 
head coach Kurt	Kanaskie, 
who was inducted into the 
IUP Athletic Hall of Fame 
last year, was hired in May as 
an assistant coach at Virginia 
Tech. Before joining the Hokies, 
Kanaskie spent several seasons 
at Penn State and Navy. 

Two successful high school 
football coaches were in 
transition periods during the 
offseason. John	Franco	’78,	

M’88 was hired as the head 
coach at Altoona High School 
after coaching 18 seasons at 
nearby Tyrone High School, 
where his teams went 190-37 
and won the 1999 PIAA Class 
AA state championship. Late 
last year, the Associated Press 
named Franco the Class AA 
Coach of the Year, and his son 
Steve, the team’s quarterback, 
the Class AA Player of the Year. 
Franco’s son Johnny was a 
safety on the IUP football team 
in 2010 and 2011. Also, Neil	
Gordon	’71,	M’72 resigned 
from his post at Shaler High 
School in suburban Pittsburgh. 
In 21 seasons as a head coach at 
Shaler and Penn Hills, Gordon 
amassed a 183-87-2 record, and 
his 1995 Penn Hills team won 
the PIAA Class AAAA crown.

In professional football, former 
All-American Akwasi	Owusu-
Ansah is back with the Dallas 
Cowboys. Owusu-Ansah was 
selected by the Cowboys in 
the fourth round of the 2010 
draft but was released last 

season and caught on with the 
Jacksonville Jaguars before 
being let go again. His stay in 
free agency was short-lived, 
though, as Dallas scooped up 
Owusu-Ansah the same day 
Jacksonville let him go.

The Pittsburgh Power, of the 
Arena Football League, had 
two former IUP players on 
the roster this spring, Beau	
Elliott	and Tyre	Young, while 
four football alumni played 
for the Johnstown Generals 
of the United Indoor Football 
League: Anthony	Cellitti	’08,	
Aaron	Princes	’07,	Terrill	
Simms	’10,	and Lamont	
Stephens.	Former IUP great 
Mike	Marshall	’00 became the 
team’s coach midway through 
the season. Longtime NFL 
executive Tom	Donahoe	’69 
was hired by the Philadelphia 
Eagles in May as the team’s 
senior football advisor. 

In his 23rd season as the men’s 
swimming and diving coach 
at the College of New Jersey, 

Brian	Bishop	’84,	M’91 
recently wrapped up another 
successful season in the pool, 
highlighted by the sixth-place 
finish of one of his relay teams 
at the NCAA Division III 
championships. In addition 
to his role as a coach, Bishop 
serves as the school’s associate 
director of athletics.

After a career spanning more 
than 30 years, Tom	Labuff	’74 
was inducted last fall into the 
Gateway High School Sports 
Hall of Fame. At the suburban 
Pittsburgh school, Labuff 
coached track and field, cross 
country, and wrestling and 
was an English teacher.

In his second season as the 
head coach and 18th overall 
at the University of Missouri, 
track coach Brett	Halter	’93 
guided the Tigers’ women to 
a seventh-place finish and 
the men to 10th at the Big 12 
Conference track and field 
championships. This season, 
the Missouri women’s team 
shattered four school records.

Two recent IUP graduates were 
recently hired as assistant track 
and field coaches: Brianna	
Liebold	’11 at Cheyney 
University of Pennsylvania 
and Jorge	Medina	’09 at West 
Alabama University. At the 
NCAA Southeast Regional 
Cross Country championships 
in April, the University of 
South Carolina team placed 
24th overall under veteran 
coach	Stan	Rosenthal	’75.	 

After eight seasons as the 
head coach at Tennessee 
State University, Joyce	
Maudie	’81,	M’87 recently 
completed her second season 
at the helm of the softball 
program at Roger Williams 
University in Bristol, Rhode 
Island. The Hawks finished 
11-7 in Commonwealth Coast 
Conference play this season.

In her first season as an 
assistant coach at Tusculum 
(Tennessee) College, Julie	
Huebner	’06	helped the 
Pioneers match the school 
record for wins in a season, at 
32. Huebner went to Tusculum 
after three seasons as an 
assistant at East Stroudsburg 
University of Pennsylvania.

BY MATTHEW BURGLUND

For up-to-the-minute news on IUP sports,
visit www.iupathletics.com. There you’ll 

find all the newest news Namedroppers can’t 
bring you because of deadline constraints.
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Jackie Hynson ’12 won the NCAA crown and set a Division II record in the 200 butterfly in March. 

Members of the 1971 IUP baseball team, which finished third in the NAIA World Series—the best finish 
in school history—returned to Indiana in April to be honored during an IUP-Lock Haven game. Front 
row, from left: Anthony Biviano ’71, Bob Gerhart ’71, Pete Cortese ’72, Paul Maljan ’73, Pete Larioni ’71, 
Paul Petroski ’72, and John Morris ’71. Second row: Bob Isenberg ’73, Mike Priolo ’74, Joe Raglani ’72, retired 
faculty member and former coach Arch Moore, John Johnston ’73, Bob Sampson ’73, Tom Stephens ’72, and 
Paul Jankowski ’73. 



WWW.IUP.EDU/MAGAZINE24

Distinguished

Nine alumni received Distinguished Alumni 
Awards and an alumni couple was recognized 
with Volunteer of the Year honors at a gala 
in April sponsored by the IUP Alumni 
Association. Full stories about each recipient 
are available at www.iup.edu/alumni/
distinguished. 

Bonnie	Harbison	Anderson	’80,	of Half 
Moon Bay, California, is cofounder and CEO 
of Veracyte, a molecular diagnostics company 
that targets early cancer diagnosis, elimination 
of unnecessary procedures, and reduced 
health-care costs. Before Veracyte, she provided 
strategic consulting services to venture capital 
firms and early stage businesses and spent 
18 years in executive leadership positions at 
Beckman Coulter, a global leader in health 
care. She led the company’s cellular analysis 
franchise in hematology and flow cytometry 
and, as vice president of Immunomics 
Operations, positioned the company’s novel 
tetramer technology as a vehicle for drug 
and vaccine developers to monitor immune 
response.

Francie	Brown	’82, of Woodland Hills, 
California, has worked for 22 years as a dialect 
coach on more than 80 films, including 
Remember the Titans, Fight Club, Holes, The 
Chamber, Memoirs of a Geisha, The Blind Side, 
and most recently The Fighter and Inception, 
both nominated for Academy Awards in 
2011. At the University of California Irvine, 
she earned a Master of Fine Arts degree and 
learned phonetics, the physiology of speech, 
and vocal anatomy. Her work has included 
coaching Sandra Bullock for her role as Leigh 
Anne Tuohy in The Blind Side and working 
with actor Christian Bale on more than eight 
films in 10 years.

Nancy	Vetakis	Keene	’72, of Dallas, is 
the founder of The Perfect Fit, a blog and 
corporate leadership consultancy. Early in 
her career, she moved to Texas and built one 
of the first technology marketing resources in 
the Southwest. She became vice president of 
Keller-Crescent advertising agency, ran her 
own marketing consulting firm, then served 
as regional director in the Global Technology 
Industry Group of PricewaterhouseCoopers. 
She began her work in executive search as 
director in the Dallas office of Stanton Chase 
International. A frequent speaker and media 
resource on management and talent-related 
topics, she began consolidating her content 
into a blog, www.keeneperfectfit.com, which 
has since grown into a speaking, writing, and 
consulting business.

Alumni Awards
Florence	Mauchant	M’85,	of New York City, 
is managing director and partner of HT Capital 
Advisors, where she manages investment 
banking and is founder and president of HT 
Asset Management, LLC. She also heads the 
firm’s asset management activity and has 
overall responsibility for all new cross-border 
business activity. She started as a credit analyst 
for Banque Nationale de Paris, then Generale 
Bank, and became director of marketing and 
development at NCM Communications. She 
assisted with the launch of a Paris-based 
financial daily, Le Temps de la Finance, before 
moving back to New York to serve as a vice 
president for Generale Bank, now Fortis.

Tracy	Settle	’80, a colonel in the U.S. Army, 
joined the National Guard in 1994 and became 
a full-time member in 1999, serving as the 
executive officer and legislative liaison to the 
adjutant general. After receiving a master’s 
degree in strategic studies at the U.S. Army 
War College in Carlisle, Pennsylvania (his first 
was in systems management at the University 
of Southern California), he was named 
director of the brand new South Dakota-
Suriname State Partnership Program. Now 
stationed in Arlington, Virginia, he serves as 
the principal advisor and staff officer to the 
chief of the National Guard Bureau, General 
Craig McKinley, for all matters regarding the 
National Guard’s State Partnership Program.

Gary	Olson	D’80, of Pocatello, Idaho, is a 
professor in the Department of English and 
Philosophy at Idaho State University and 
formerly served as the university’s provost 
and vice president for academic affairs. Before 
that, he was dean of the College of Arts and 
Sciences and a professor of English at Illinois 
State University. In his 30 years in academics, 
he has also taught and directed writing centers 
at the University of Alabama, the University 
of North Carolina at Wilmington, and the 
University of South Florida, where he was 
editor of the Journal of Advanced Composition 
and coordinator of the graduate program in 
rhetoric and composition.

James	Wansacz	’94,	of Old Forge, 
Pennsylvania, a member of the IUP Alumni 
Association Board of Directors since 2004 
and board president for the past two years, 
received the Distinguished Alumni Award 
for Service. Now the chairman of the 
Lackawanna County Commissioners, he 
served as state representative in the 114th 
District from 2000 to 2010 and established a 
record that included expanded prescription 
drug coverage for seniors, property tax relief 
for older homeowners, and a wide range 
of job-creating initiatives. He had many 
committee assignments and served as chair 
of the Pennsylvania Small Business Advisory 
Council and deputy whip of the House 
Democratic Caucus.

Monica	Rizzo	’87, of Sherman Oaks, 
California, is senior writer at People magazine, 
where her beats include American Idol, 
Dancing with the Stars, and the Disney 
Channel. She has written 10 entertainment 
books, including a 2011 biography on Cheryl 
Burke, a dancer on Dancing with the Stars, as 
well as The 7th Heaven Scrapbook and Meet 
the OC Superstars: The Official Biography. 
She was honored twice by the Los Angeles 
Press Club, including a second-place finish 
for Entertainment Journalist of the Year in 
2009, and two of her features received honors 
from the National Press Club in 2010. She has 
spoken on campus many times and taught a 
magazine writing course in April.

Marla	Prizant	Weston	’80	is CEO of 
the American Nurses Association, which 
represents more than 3 million nurses 
nationwide. She moved from Arizona to 
Washington, D.C., in 2007 to serve as program 
director for Workforce Development with the 
Office of Nursing Services in the Department 
of Veterans Affairs and a year later became 
deputy chief officer of the ANA. She earned a 
master’s degree and doctorate in nursing from 
the University of Arizona while working in 
positions including critical care nurse specialist 
and director of patient care systems. In 1998, 
she established a health-care consulting 
company that assisted institutions with tasks 
such as resource management and recruitment 
and retention.
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This photo from the 1981 Oak is believed 
to have been taken at a house across the 
street from Boyer Hall, which became 
Pechan Hall, at IUP’s Armstrong 
County campus in Kittanning. In 
2005, the campus was moved to 
Northpointe, near Slate Lick, at which 
time its academic offerings were 
expanded. If you know the identities 
of these students or have a story to 
share, Harrison Wick, IUP Special 
Collections librarian and university 
archivist, would like to hear from 
you. He’s also interested in acquiring 
IUP memorabilia, photographs, or 
scrapbooks. Contact him by e-mail at 
hwick@iup.edu. Information about IUP 
Special Collections is at www.iup.edu/
archives.

ARMSTRONG	
CAMPuS	
MEMORIES

We want to recruit 
the most qualified 
students to IUP.
While you have seen reports about our rising 
enrollment, we plan to increase the number of 
highly qualified students who choose IUP over 
other schools. To do that, we established the Sutton 
Scholarship (formerly known as the Academic 
Achievement Scholarship), which our undergraduate 
admissions staff is using to defray the cost of 
tuition. We want to make IUP an even more 
attractive choice for the region’s best students. The 
goal is to recruit the most qualified students with 
$1,000 and $2,000 awards and keep them here 
with renewable funding that is contingent upon 
academic performance.

How can you help?
Give to the Sutton Scholarship Fund today.  
We hope to be able to make our first awards to 
freshmen who will enter IUP in the fall of 2013. To 
make a gift to the fund, visit www.iup.edu/giveagift.

Recommend IUP to a qualified high school 
student. Students who have a minimum GPA of 
3.25 and a minimum SAT score of 1050 will be 
considered for the Sutton Scholarship. Visit 
www.iup.edu/admissions for information.

Volunteers of the Year

Audrey	DeLaquil	
Madia	’70, of La 
Quinta, California, 
founded Classic 
Homes, an interior 
design company, in 
1984 and continues to 
run it on a part-time 
basis although she 
has been semi-retired 
since 2008. She and 
her husband, Bill, 
received Volunteer 
of the Year honors for 
opening their home to 
alumni gatherings for 
many years. She said 
she enjoys providing 
an opportunity for 
alumni in the area to meet each other, share stories of 
their time at IUP, and strengthen their connections to 
each other and their alma mater. She previously served 
on the board of directors of the Children’s Development 
Center in La Quinta.

William	Madia	
’69,	M’71, of La 
Quinta, California, is 
chairman of the Board 
of Overseers and vice 
president for the SLAC 
National Accelerator 
Laboratory at Stanford 
University. He is also 
president of Madia 
& Associates, LLC, an 
energy consulting firm 
serving the needs of 
government, industry, 
and academia. For 
33 years he worked 
at Battelle, an 
international science 
and technology 
enterprise, and retired in 2007 as executive vice president 
for Mergers and Acquisitions. He and his wife, Audrey, 
received Volunteer of the Year honors for opening their 
home to alumni gatherings for many years. He is also a 
1988 recipient of the Distinguished Alumni Award.

Distinguished
Alumni Awards
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IN BRIEF
university	Advancement	
Appointment

William Speidel has been appointed vice 
president for University Advancement 
and will be responsible for directing a 
comprehensive fund-raising and alumni 
relations program and serving as liaison to 
the Foundation for IUP.

Speidel previously served as IUP’s associate 
vice president for Development. He came to 
IUP from Passavant Hospital Foundation, 
where he served as director of Development; 
however, the majority of his experience 
has been in higher education, including 
15 years as vice president for Institutional 
Advancement at Butler County Community 
College and executive director of the 
college’s BC3 Education Foundation. He led 
the college’s first capital campaign, which 
exceeded its goal by $1.3 million, initiated 
a planned giving education program, 

established the college’s first alumni 
association, and redesigned the strategic 
planning process. Speidel also served as 
director of Annual Giving and then director 
of Development at Clarion University. 

Speidel has been credentialed as a Certified 
Fund Raising Executive and attended the 
National Planned Giving Institute at the 
College of William and Mary. He received 
a bachelor’s degree from Slippery Rock, 
an MBA from Clarion, and has completed 
doctoral course work at the University of 
Pittsburgh.

New	Scholarship	Program	
Rewards	Academic	
Achievement

Undergraduate students who enter IUP 
in the fall of 2013 and meet minimum 
qualifications may be considered for the 
new Sutton Scholarship.

Administered by the Office of Admissions, 
the program issues awards from the Sutton 
Scholarship Fund, formerly known as the 
Academic Achievement Scholarship Fund, 
a recruiting scholarship IUP established 
through private gifts. Scholarships may be 
renewed for up to four years for students 
who maintain high academic performance.

“Sutton Scholars are an elite group,” 
Michael Husenits ’93, Admissions director, 
said. “We’ve established this program to 
raise the bar—we want the best students 
coming in our doors. Between our 
academic reputation, excellent faculty, 
the academic programs we offer, and our 
beautiful campus, we believe that IUP can 
offer prospective students an educational 
experience that is second to none.”

Interested students must apply for 
admission to IUP by October 31 to be 
considered. If eligible, they will receive an 
invitation to interview for the program.
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ALL ABOUT ALUMNI
1960s
Nancy	Lobaugh	McKinney	
’61 and her husband, Ronald, 
will celebrate 50 years of 
marriage in December. They 
live in Butler, Pennsylvania, 
and are retired teachers from 
the Butler area schools.

The former director of 
elementary education in the 
North Hills School District, 
Marilyn	Cain	’66 was 
recently promoted to assistant 
superintendent for elementary 
education and oversees 
educational programming for 
kindergarten through grade six 
in the Pittsburgh district.

Marsha	Zamberlan	Rusnack	
’66	was named to Women of 
Achievement’s Class of 2012 
for outstanding contributions 
to cultural enrichment in 
the St. Louis region. She has 
served on boards for the St. 
Louis Symphony, St. Louis Art 
Museum, Dance St. Louis, and 
Artist Presentation Society and 
is a trustee for the Arts and 
Education Council and the 
Missouri Botanical Garden. She 
lives in Ladue, Missouri, with 
her husband, Bill	Rusnack	’66.

Retired teacher Eva	Jane	
Savel	Bolents	’68	lives in 
Royal Estates, a retirement 

home in El Paso, Texas.

Harrison Middleton University 
in Tempe, Arizona, awarded 
Michael	Lambert	’68,	M’69	
an honorary Doctor of Humane 
Letters degree in January. 
He was nominated by the 
institutional commissioners of 
the Accrediting Commission 
of the Distance Education 
and Training Council and by 
members of the university’s 
President’s Council. Michael 
is longtime executive director 
of the Distance Education 
and Training Council, which 
was instrumental in allowing 
Harrison Middleton University 

to offer a Doctor of Education 
and Doctor of Arts degree. 
Michael is a 1998 recipient of 
the IUP Distinguished Alumni 
Award.

Madeleine	Gates	Gillingham	
’69 is the proud grandmother of 
Aubrey Anne Bauer and Dylan 
Robert Bauer, who were born 
to Madeleine’s daughter, Kim	
Gillingham	Bauer	’00, and 
her husband, Craig.  

1970s
The year 2011 was eventful 
for Susan	Clutter	Evans	
’70.	The former Susan Clutter 

Sites married David Evans 
in February and retired from 
banking September 15. They 
live in Suffolk, Virginia.

Daniel	Griffith	’70,	M’72, 
Ashbel Smith Professor of 
Geospatial Information 
Sciences at the University 
of Texas at Dallas, was 
elected a 2011 fellow of the 
American Association for 
the Advancement of Science. 
Daniel is the cosponsor, with 
his wife, of the Daniel and 
Diane Griffith Geography and 
Mathematics Scholarship, 
awarded each year to a 
freshman, sophomore, junior, 
and senior at IUP. Daniel 
earned his Ph.D. in geography 
from the University of Toronto. 
IUP presented him with a 
Distinguished Alumni Award 
in 1982 and an honorary Doctor 
of Science degree in 2006.

Now a full-time clay artist in 
her home studio in Amity, 
Pennsylvania, Susan	
Phillips	’70 retired in May as 
a professor of art and chair of 
the Department of Fine Arts at 
Waynesburg University after 38 
years on the faculty. During her 
tenure, she received the Lucas-
Hathaway Award for Teaching 
Excellence in 2004 and the 
WQED Multimedia Volunteer 
in the Arts Award in 2005 for 
her work with the Scholastic Art 
and Writing Awards Program. 
In addition to her bachelor’s 
degree in Art Education from 
IUP, she earned a Master of 
Fine Arts in ceramics from Ohio 
State University. She has three 
grown children, Erika, Seth, 
and Ian Howsare, and one 
granddaughter, Elsie Gulino.

Don	Giesmann	’71 now serves 
as pastor of St. John’s United 
Church of Christ in Genoa, Ohio, 
a suburb of Toledo.

Somerset resident Linda	Korns	
Troll	’73,	M’78 retired in June 

2011 after 37 years of teaching 
in the North Star School 
District. She began as a teacher 
in fourth and fifth grades and 
has been with the elementary 
school library for the last 30 
years.

The Race Street Artists’ Co-op in 
Martinsburg, West Virginia, is 
hosting Rivermaids, an exhibit 
of the work of Shepherdstown 
photographer Dane	Konop	
’75 focusing on the allure of 
the magical spirits that humans 
have long believed inhabit 
springs, lakes, and streams, 
usually in female form. The 
exhibit runs through August 11. 

Richard	Bausher	’76 retired 
as a teacher in the Governor 
Mifflin School District in 
Shillington, Pennsylvania, 
on June 10, 2011, and as girls’ 
varsity basketball coach on 
April 13 of this year. After 
nearly three decades of 
coaching, he was inducted into 
the Berks County chapter of the 
Pennsylvania Sports Hall of 
Fame.

An associate professor of 
English and director of the Film 
and Media Studies Program 
at Rider University, Cynthia	
Barto	Lucia	’76 recently co-
edited a four-volume series, 
The Wiley-Blackwell History 
of American Film. The author 
of Framing Female Lawyers: 
Women on Trial in Film (2005), 
she writes for the film journal 
Cineaste and has served on its 
editorial board for more than 
two decades. More information 
is available at www.
historyofamericanfilm.com.

Anthony	Mayer	’76 
welcomed a grandson, 
Benjamin Michael Samogala, 
in April. Benjamin’s parents are 
Michael	Samogala	’02,	M’04 
and Jessica	Mayer	Samogala	
’01,	M’02.

The Texas Association of 
Realtors honored one of its 
instructors, Candace	Krohmer	
Cooke	’77,	of Buchanan Dam, 
Texas, with the Educator of 
the Year Award. Candace has 
worked in the real estate field 
since 1983.

Tom	Gathers	’77, senior vice 
president of Darden Restaurant 
Group, served as the IUP 
Hospitality Management 
Department’s Distinguished 
Speaker in April. He and his 
wife, Melanie	Overman	
Gathers	’78,	live in Orlando, 
Florida. Tom is a 2009 recipient 
of the IUP Distinguished 
Alumni Award.

After a 30-year newspaper 
career, Doug	List	’78 
began teaching English and 
journalism at Diamond Bar 
(California) High School. The 
Glendale resident also serves as 
school newspaper advisor.

Froedtert Health, a regional 
health-care organization 
based in Milwaukee, has 
named Keith	Allen	’79,	
M’83 senior vice president of 
human resources and chief 
human resources officer. The 
Brookfield, Wisconsin, resident 
previously served as vice 
president of human resources 
at the University of Maryland 
Medical System. 

Doug	Sherman	’79 has 
been named vice president of 
communications at Airgas, Inc., 
based in Radnor, Pennsylvania. 
He had served as director of 
marketing communications at 
Airgas since 2002 and, before 
that, worked at New Holland 
North America, Inc. Airgas 
is the largest U.S. distributor 
of industrial, medical, and 
specialty gases and hard goods, 
such as welding equipment and 
supplies.
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When he was touring IUP’s 
Kovalchick Complex and 
saw portraits of student-
athletes on the walls, Carl	
Amenhauser	’67, of 
Pittsburgh, was inspired to do 
something similar to honor 
two IUP alumni killed while 
serving in the Vietnam War.
 One alumnus was 
Pittsburgh native James	
Flannery	’69, one of Carl’s 
Theta Chi fraternity brothers. 
A platoon leader, James is 
credited with breaking an 
ambush in April 1970, though 
he did not survive the attack. 
The other was Robert	Young	
’67, of Saltsburg, who was in a 
military helicopter shot down 
in May 1970. He survived 
the crash but was captured 
and died a prisoner of war in 
Cambodia in 1972. Both were 
members of the 2nd Battalion.
 To create the tributes, Carl 
tapped another alumnus, 
Robert	Clarke	’69, an 
artist living in Rochester, 
New York, who was James 
Flannery’s “little brother” 
in the fraternity. The project 
then grew to include the 
placement of a new bench 
near the Peace Tree and 
another larger monument.

 The tableaus—which 
tell the servicemen’s stories 
through portraits, old photos, 
illustrations, and text—were 
unveiled during a ceremony 
in April in Pierce Hall, 
where they will continue to 
hang. Attending the event 
were several members of 
James Flannery’s family, 
including his twin brothers, 
Jeff	Flannery	’78	and	
Joe	Flannery	’78, as well 
as Robert Young’s widow, 
Sharon	Gritzen	Young	
Nelmes	’70, and their 
daughter, Heather, whom 
Robert never met. Many 
Theta Chi members also 
attended.
 “We’ve accomplished 
something that needed to 
be done,” Carl said. “Now, 
everyone coming into Pierce 
Hall will see who these men 
were and be able to read their 
stories.”

1980s
Landscape paintings by Ron	
Donoughe	’80,	of Pittsburgh, 
were featured in the exhibit 
Scenes of Johnstown and 
Cambria County in April 
and May at the Art Works in 
Johnstown. Subjects of his 
paintings included the city’s 
mills, churches, and farms.

Christopher	Johnson	’80 died 
on February 23, 2012, his former 
roommate Jeffrey	Herbst	
’78, of York, Pennsylvania, 
reported. Jeffrey said that Chris, 
a Johnstown native, is survived 
by his wife, Dee, now in Florida, 
and twin daughters. In addition 
to being Jeffrey’s roommate, 
Chris was best man at his 
wedding in 1978. “His IUP 
friends will want to know of his 
untimely passing,” Jeffrey said.

Design firm Rettew recently 
welcomed Margaret	“Peggy”	
Pisula	Miller	’80 as a project 
manager in its environmental 
engineering group. Working 
primarily out of the firm’s 
Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania, 
office, Peggy will be responsible 
for business development 
in the federal market sector 
and will provide expertise on 
various water and wastewater 
projects. She has worked with 
governmental agencies at the 
federal level for more than 
20 years and with water and 
wastewater systems for 31 
years.  

In January, Sharon	Schofield	
Puluso	’80 opened her 
second fitness center, the 
Training Centre, in Cranberry, 
Pennsylvania, and she 
welcomes all IUP alumni to 
join. Her first center was the 
Fitness Factory. Sharon’s father 
is John	Schofield	’55, of Butler, 
Pennsylvania.
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Longtime sports writer Gary	
Danforth	M’82, of Hoosick 
Falls, New York, has a new 
book, Little Ways to Save 
Big Money, which he said is 
full of tips that helped him 
to save $250,000 in 14 years. 
He has written two previous 
books, Section 2 Greatest 
Boys Basketball Coaches and 
Rebounding from Afar. The 
book is available by contacting 
the author at jetsfan730@
verizon.net.

Georgia resident Allan	Keiter	
’84 has an election-themed 
website, 270toWin.com, which 
in 2011 launched an app for 
the iPad that Apple included 
as “New & Noteworthy” in the 
App Store during its second 
week on sale. The app lets users 
create, save, and share electoral 
college forecast maps for the 
2012 presidential election. It 
also contains a timeline of all 
56 previous elections as well as 
state voting histories.

Harrington Hoists, Inc., a 
Manheim, Pennsylvania-based 
manufacturer and supplier 
of hoists and electric chain, 
has promoted Carlo	Lonardi	
’85 from vice president of 
sales and marketing to chief 
operating officer. An employee 
with the company since 
1997, he is responsible for 
increasing customer satisfaction 
and optimizing business 
performance.

Financial professional Victor	
Conrad	’87 has been honored 
for a fourth consecutive year 

with the Five Star: Best in Client 
Satisfaction award by Crescendo 
Business Services. He is the 
founder of Pinnacle Financial 
Strategies, an independent 
wealth management firm in 
Wexford.  

Jon	Moilanen	’87 earned 
his Doctor of Education from 
Kansas State University in 
May. After retiring as an Army 
colonel and dean of students 
and administration at the U.S. 
Army Command and General 
Staff College, he continues to 
enjoy a civilian profession 

as senior military researcher, 
analyst, and author.

Nina	Zimmerman	Bell	’88, 
of Meadville, earned a Master 
of Public Health degree in 
August 2009 and a Ph.D. in 
public health in 2011, both from 
Walden University. She teaches 
public health courses online for 
Ashford University.

In March, Susan	Jenkins	
Hynson	’88 joined Pitney 
Bowes as director of executive 
talent in the Integrated Talent 
Management Department. She 
formerly served as director of 
talent acquisition for PepsiCo.

Pittsburgh resident Bob	
Masters	’88 is celebrating 20 
years of owning and operating 
Masters Insurance Group, LLC, 
specializing in auto, home, 
business, and life insurance 
through Erie Insurance Group 
and other carriers.

The Intelligent Forager, LLC, 
is the latest project of Patrick	
Pacalo	’88. The store in 
Struthers, Ohio, has a collection 
of books, albums, rare glass, 
Depression glass, military items, 
Cold War relics, old magazines, 
scale models, American 
bicentennial memorabilia, 
and original history books 
researched and written by the 
owner. The website is www.
intelligentforager.com.

Joe	Spadea	’88 was named 
news director for Journal 
Broadcast Group’s KMTV Action 
3 News in Omaha, Nebraska.

Composer John	Cimino	’89, 
of Philipsburg, Pennsylvania, 
recently wrote the score for the 
independent film Greencastle, 
which premiered in March. 
He also signed with Studio 
51 Music to compose original 
music for film and television.

The WITF Media Center in 
Harrisburg recently displayed 
the paintings of Shelly	
Lipscomb	Echeverria	’89 
in an exhibit, “So, They Say I 

Have Breast Cancer.” She said 
she used art as therapy for 
coping with her cancer and the 
treatment process.

Stephen	Popyak	’89,	M’91 
has worked on the information 
technology staff for the 
Pennsylvania Department of 
Corrections at SCI Greensburg 
since 2000. He lives in New 
Stanton.

Actor Darrin	Wheeler	’89	has 
appeared in 20 episodes of the 
Greek television comedy Lyke 
Lyke Eisai Edo, which airs on 
Antenna-TV Cyprus. The show 
is in Greek, but Darrin’s lines 
are in English. Episodes can be 
viewed at www.ant1.com.cy/
webtv/lykelykeeisaiedo. He 
appears in episodes 62-81.

1990s
The director of career services 
at California University of 
Pennsylvania, Rhonda	
Gifford	’90,	M’93 was the 
2012 recipient of the Ronald 
Lunardini Distinguished 
Alumni Award, presented by 
the Department of Student 
Affairs in Higher Education at 
IUP. The name of the award 
was changed in 2008 to honor 
IUP professor emeritus Ronald	
Lunardini	’69.

Criminal defense attorney 
Elliot	Howsie	’90,	M’94	took 
over as Allegheny County’s 
public defender in March. In 
addition to his IUP degrees, 
he holds a law degree from 
Duquesne University. 

Starting in August, Karl	
Sprenger	’91	will be an 
assistant professor of education 
at Clarion University. He is 
married to Rhonda	Cann	
Sprenger	’93,	M’01.

Clint	Dittmar	’92 has 
joined Mark IV Office Supply 
& Printing, of Uniontown, 
Pennsylvania, as vice president 
of sales. The company offers 
custom printing and a variety 
of other services and supplies to 

ARRIVALS
1980s
To Michael	Von	Habsburg	
’87, formerly Michael	
Haboush, and Toni Cozad, 
twin sons, Johnathan and 
Jordan, November 1, 2011.

1990s
To Lisa	Bonatesta	Mroziak	
’90 and Joshua Mroziak, a 
son, Maxwell John, February 
4, 2010. To Christina	O’Neill	
Freyvogel	’95 and William	
Freyvogel	’95, a daughter, 
Daelyn Clare, November 11, 
2011. To Jeff	Sunderland	
’97 and Jennifer	Rak	
Sunderland	’99, a daughter, 
Addison Annabelle, July 
15, 2011. To Colleen	Diven	
Concannon	’98 and Kevin	
Concannon	’99, a son, 
Declan Sean, May 14, 2012. 

2000s
To Kim	Gillingham	Bauer	
’00 and Craig Bauer, a 
daughter, Aubrey Anne, 
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 Leslie	Miller	Purser	’80 
was promoted in February 
to major general in the U.S. 
Army Reserve. The Army 
Reserve has 40 two-star 
generals, and fewer than 10 
of them are women. 
 Her promotion ceremony 
took place in her hometown 
of Towanda, Pennsylvania, 
in the cemetery where 
her father and one of her 
brothers are buried. Participating in the ceremony were, from 
left, her children, First Lieutenant Justin Purser and Captain 
Jennifer Purser; Leslie; her husband, Lieutenant Colonel 
(Retired) Joe Purser; and Lieutenant General Jack Stultz, who 
was chief of the Army Reserve and commanding general of the 
U.S. Army Reserve Command. 
 Justin and Jennifer will both be deployed to Afghanistan 
later this summer. Leslie said the soldier side of her is proud, 
but the mother side is as scared as any parent would be, and 
she has given them strict orders “never to fly in the same bird 
together.”
 Leslie works in the Pentagon as director of Intelligence, 
Operations, Plans, and Policy for the Department of the Army. 
She is one of nine general officers in the ranks of IUP alumni, 
and the only woman among them. The list comprises one 
lieutenant general, five major generals, and three brigadier 
generals. 

 Susan	Snyder	’85 was part of a team at the Philadelphia 
Inquirer that won the Pulitzer Prize for public service on 
April 16 for its series “Assault on Learning,” about violence in 
Philadelphia schools.
 In May, she returned to IUP as keynote speaker for the 
Journalism Department’s commencement ceremony. In her 
introduction, professor Pat Heilman said that she sent Susan 
an e-mail stating, “I smell Pulitzer,” after reading the final 
installment of the Inquirer series in April 2011. Heilman said 
she is not prophetic—she knew that Susan’s “winning a prize 
such as the Pulitzer would be a matter of when—not if.”
 Susan started her career as a general assignment reporter at 
the Freeman’s Journal in Cooperstown, New York, then worked 
at the Standard-Speaker in Hazleton, Pennsylvania. In 1987, she 
became the education reporter at the Times Leader in Wilkes-
Barre and then held a similar position at the Morning Call in 
Allentown. She has worked at the Inquirer since 1998.
 Her Inquirer team was also recognized with the inaugural 
Weiss Award for Investigative Journalism for the “Assault on 
Learning” series.
 Susan will discuss her Pulitzer-winning experience in the 
next issue of IUP Magazine.

Susan Snyder ’85, center, with Journalism faculty members 
Randy Jesick and Pat Heilman 

help offices run more efficiently 
and project a better image.

Headmaster of Gateway 
Schools in New York, Bob	
Cunningham	’93 was named 
by the Huffington Post as one 
of the 100 top “Game Changers 
in Impact and Education” in 
2011. He oversaw the building 
of the school’s new home on 
the Upper West Side. It is the 
first school in Manhattan to 
be certified in Leadership in 
Energy and Environmental 
Design. 

November 8, 2009, and a son, 
Dylan Robert, March 9, 2012. To 
Janna	Smith	Pelletier	’00 and 
Robert Pelletier, a son, Jayce 
Thomas, August 25, 2011. To 
Jessica	Mayer	Samogala	’01,	
M’02 and Michael	Samogala	
’02,	M’04, a son, Benjamin 
Michael, April 4, 2012. To 
Jessica	Reeder	Nace	’02 and 
Michael Nace, a daughter, 
Olivia Reagan, January 12, 2012. 
To Kyleen	Burkley	Ressler	
’02	and Dwayne Ressler, a 
daughter, Aubrey, October 22, 
2011. To Stephanie	Rayko	
Westine	’03	and Carl Westine, 
a daughter, Hazel Mae, May 
4, 2012. To Keith	Conrad	’05 
and Megan	Cribbs	Conrad	
’05, a daughter, Riley Louise, 
October 26, 2011. To Theresa	
Birtle	Wenderoth	’05,	M’06 
and Michael Wenderoth, a 
son, Mason Michael, February 
3, 2012. To Heather	Keefe	
Coleman	’06 and Daniel 
Coleman, twins, Julianna 
Marie and Brayden Harrison, 
December 22, 2011. To James	
Petrunak	M’06 and Shannon	
Kosaber	Petrunak	M’06, 
a daughter, Grace Elaine, 
September 1, 2011. To Keith	
Stevens	’07 and Sarah	
Williamson	Stevens	’07, a 
daughter, Charlotte Martha, 
February 29, 2012. To Rachael	
Ward	Faykosh	’08 and Shelby 
Faykosh, a son, Sage Frederick, 
January 31, 2011. To Sarah	
O’Sullivan	Griffith	’09 and 
Kevin Griffith, a son, Carter 
Thomas, February 5, 2012.

Harrisburg resident Colleen	
Kopp	’93 has joined lobbying 
and public affairs firm S.R. 
Wojdak & Associates. Colleen’s 
previous jobs have included 
vice president for a statewide 
child advocacy organization, 
secretary of Legislative Affairs 
to former Governor Ed Rendell, 
and chief of staff to former 
House Democratic Whip Mike 
Veon. She is a member of the 
IUP Council of Trustees.

IUP Journalism faculty 
member Michele	Papakie	’93 
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was recently inducted into the 
IUP chapter of Phi Kappa Phi 
National Honor Society. Phi 
Kappa Phi is the nation’s oldest 
honor society for all academic 
disciplines. IUP’s chapter was 
founded in 1993.

Lori	Fenton	Stania	’93, 
director of student enrollment 
services, financial operations, 
and analytics at Outreach, 
World Campus and Continuing 
Education at Penn State, is the 
2012 recipient of the Adelle 
F. Robertson Continuing 
Professional Educator 
Award from the University 
Professional and Continuing 
Education Association. 
The award recognizes the 
scholarship, leadership, and 
contributions of a person who 
has entered the profession 
in the past 5 to 10 years. Lori 
also received the 2011 UPCEA 
Mid-Atlantic Region Alexander 
Charters Outstanding 
Continuing Educator Award. 
Since joining the Penn State 
World Campus and Academic 
Outreach team in 2002, she has 
held a variety of leadership 
roles and is responsible for 
more than 60 employees while 
also participating in strategic 
planning. Penn State Outreach 
serves more than 5 million 
people each year and delivers 
more than 2,000 programs.

The annual golf outing in 
memory of Bill	Sugra	’93, 
one of three alumni killed in 
the September 11, 2001, attacks 
on the World Trade Center, 
will take place August 24 at 
Green Pond Country Club in 
Bethlehem, Pennsylvania. 
The tournament benefits the 
Bill Sugra Memorial Fund, 
which has donated more than 
$250,000 to nonprofit agencies. 
The deadline to register 
is August 8. Tournament 
information may be found at 
www.billsugramemorialfund.
org.

Philadelphia native Stacey	
McIntosh	Zacharoff	’93,	
M’95 was keynote speaker 

at the 22nd annual Pre-
Commencement Reception and 
Awards ceremony, sponsored 
by IUP’s African American 
Cultural Center in May. She 
is director of the Educational 
Opportunity Fund Program at 
the Richard Stockton College of 
New Jersey.

A 2010 Distinguished Alumni 
Award winner, Almar	Latour	
’94 has been appointed 
Asia editor-in-chief for DJ 
Newswires and the Wall Street 
Journal. He previously served 

as editor-in-chief for the Wall 
Street Journal in Asia.

After working for more than 
15 years as an adult probation 
officer—8 years for Somerset 
County and 7½ years for 
Allegheny County—Becky	
McCombie	’94	started in 
January as a Corrections 
Counselor 2 with the 
Department of Corrections at 
SCI Laurel Highlands. There, 
she has been reunited with 
IUP Criminology classmates 
Mike	Wilson	’94, also a 

Corrections Counselor 2, and 
Trevor	Wingard	’94,	M’99, 
superintendent.

Debbie	Sydow	D’94 was 
named Richard Bland College’s 
president, effective July 1. She 
previously served as president 
of Onondaga Community 
College in Syracuse, New York. 
Richard Bland, located in 
Petersburg, Virginia, is a branch 
of the College of William and 
Mary and the state’s only junior 
college.

Have you noticed this icon at the end of a class note? It means that more information and often photos 
are available on the IuP	Magazine website under Alumni Extra, www.iup.edu/magazine/alumniextra.

By completing and mailing the form below, you help IUP keep your records up to date and IUP Magazine 
coming to you. Doing	this	also	ensures	that	the	information	reaches	the	magazine. If you’d prefer to 
save a stamp, you’re welcome to send the same information to the magazine’s editor at iup-magazine@iup.edu 
or simply complete the online form at www.iup.edu/magazine.

(Check	one	or	more)

____  I/We would like to help defray the cost of publishing IUP Magazine with a voluntary subscription 
 contribution. (Please make checks payable to the Foundation for IUP.)

____  Here is news for All about Alumni (Class Notes, Lost and Found, Weddings, Arrivals, or Deaths).
 I understand it may appear in both the print magazine and online.

 Please	note:	News that appears in this issue arrived in the magazine office on or before May 30. If 
 your news came in after that date, it will appear in the Fall-Winter 2012 issue. Submissions for the Fall-
 Winter issue must arrive in the magazine office no later than September 28. News arriving after that date
 will appear in the Spring issue. News	for	All	about	Alumni	(Class	Notes),	Weddings,	and	Arrivals	
	 must	be	reported	either	by	or	with	the	explicit	approval	of	the	subject(s).	Photos	become	the	
	 magazine’s	property	and	may	or	may	not	be	returned.

____  My/Our address is new.      ____  I/We get more than one magazine. Enclosed are labels.

Signature _________________________________________________________

By signing this form, you have authorized the university to make changes to your biographical data. These 
changes affect all personal and academic records (including your transcript) maintained by the university.

Mail	to	Elaine	Jacobs	Smith,	IUP Magazine,	John	Sutton	Hall,	Room	316,	1011	South	Drive,	Indiana,	
PA	15705;	fax	to	724-357-5512;	or	send	an	e-mail	to	iup-magazine@iup.edu.

Name  ________________________________________

Maiden name _________________________________

Address  ______________________________________

______________________________________________

Graduation year  _______________________________

Home phone (      )  _____________________________

Business phone (      )  ___________________________

E-mail address _________________________________

Job title _______________________________________

Employer _____________________________________

Spouse’s name  ________________________________

Spouse’s maiden name  _________________________

Spouse’s grad. yr. (if IUP)  _______________________

Spouse’s job title  ______________________________

Spouse’s employer  _____________________________

Phone (      )  ___________________________________

News for All about Alumni _____________________

______________________________________________

______________________________________________

ThE OFFIcIAL IUP MAGAZINE FORM: UPDATE OLD FRIENDS.

 William	Davie	Jr.	’91 received the U.S. Department of 
Commerce’s highest honorary award, the Gold Medal, for his 
role in providing vital new statistics about the health care, 
transportation, and financial sectors of the U.S. economy 
to public and private data users. Secretary of Commerce 
John Bryson presented him with the award at a ceremony 
in Washington, D.C. William is assistant division chief for 
Research and Methodology in the Service Sector Statistics 
Division of the U.S. Census Bureau. He lives in La Plata, 
Maryland, with his wife, Heather, and children, Emma and 
Ryan. He is the son of Mary	Oravec	Davie	’61,	M’64,	of 
Vintondale, Pennsylvania.

When Daelyn Clare was 
born to William	Freyvogel	
’95 and Christina	O’Neill	
Freyvogel	’95 in November, 
she was welcomed home by her 
eight-year-old sister, Ainsley 
Elizabeth. They live in Indiana.

David	Spess	’95 was promoted 
to lieutenant colonel and 
transferred to the 30th Medical 
Command headquarters in 
Sembach, Germany.

Brian	Bittner	’96 was 
named director of Emergency 
Management at Penn State 
University in May 2011. He 
joined Penn State’s University 
Police 15 years ago and has 
served as patrol sergeant and 
lieutenant.

The Delta Waterfowl 
Foundation, headquartered in 
Bismarck, North Dakota, has 
appointed Nick	Pinizzotto	’96 
as chief operating officer.

An article by Susan	Smith	
Vernick	M’96, of North Chili, 
New York, titled “Who Will 
Roll the Stone Away?” was 
published in the February 
26 edition of the Pentecostal 
Evangel, a weekly magazine 
that includes inspirational 
features and Christian news.

A financial advisor with Merrill 
Lynch in York, Pennsylvania, 
David	Cover	M’97 serves as 
an adjunct faculty member 
at Franklin & Marshall 
College in Lancaster, where 
he lectures about finance to 
undergraduates.

For the past 14 years, Julie	
Fitzgerald-Greene	’97, of 
Highland Beach, Florida, and 
a group of her IUP friends 
have made a point to get 
together for Pirates games, 
birthdays, cruises, and more. A 
photo from the group’s recent 
gathering in Philadelphia 
appears on the Alumni Extra 
website. Appearing with Julie 
are Leslie	Istvan-Mogush	
’98,	Jenn	Mahler	’98,	M’07,	
Dina	Saccamozzone	Noon	

’97, and Erin	Reiley-Ward	
’97, all of Pittsburgh; Robyn	
Defelice	’98, of Indiana; 
Nicole	Michinok-Friscia	
’97,	of Phoenixville; and Jill	
Grossnickle	Romine	’98, of 
York. 

When Declan Sean Concannon 
was born to Colleen	Diven	
Concannon	’98 and Kevin	
Concannon	’99,	he was 
welcomed home by older 
siblings Delaney, age seven, 
and Brayden, three. They live in 
Jefferson Hills, Pennsylvania.

Patrick	Gallagher	’98 
recently directed The Battle of 
Shallowford at the DCP Theatre 
in Salford, Pennsylvania. The 
play, published in 1998, was 
written by his former theater 
professor Ed Simpson with 
inspiration from Orson Welles’s 
War of the Worlds.

2000s
Brian	Geibel	’00 is part of 
a team of veterans of the 
freight payment industry that 
founded A3 Freight Payment, 
headquartered in Memphis, 
Tennessee. The company is 
capable of processing up to $5 
billion in freight payments 
per year and aims to give 
shippers the highest degree of 
transparency, customization, 
and processing control.

Marshall	Biddington	
’02	manages sales for West 
Virginia for a medical device 
company, Active Medical, Inc., 
out of Harrisburg. He lives in 
Morgantown.

Eighth-grade English teacher 
Jason	Griffith	’02 was selected 
by the National Council of 
Teachers of English as the 2012 

Edwin Hoey Award winner. 
Named after the founder of 
Weekly Reader magazine, 
the award recognizes English 
language arts teachers of grades 
five through eight who have 
demonstrated excellence in 
teaching and inspired a spirit of 
inquiry and a love of learning 
in students. He works in the 
Carlisle (Pennsylvania) Area 
School District.

Elaine	Allen	’04, of 
Philadelphia, released her 
debut novel, No Ordinary Love, 
about the lives and loves of 
two characters growing up in 
North Philadelphia. The book 
is available at Amazon.com, 
Createspace.com, and directly 
from Perfect Perceptions 
Publishing, LLC, at www.
perfectperceptionspublishing.
yolasite.com.

A standup comedian for three 
years, Phil	Keeling	’05, of 
Savannah, Georgia, has released 
his first album, a performance 
called Conquistadork. It is 
available on Amazon.com and 
iTunes. 

The Department of Professional 
Studies in Education at IUP 
recently presented Kelly	
Heider	D’06, education 
librarian at IUP, with the 
Lloyd W. Briscoe Award 
for Outstanding Service to 
Students. Recipients are 
decided by a majority vote of 
the department’s tenure-track 
faculty.

Head of digital conversion 
and media reformatting at 
the University of Maryland, 
Robin	Pike	’06 was featured in 
online technology news source 
Ars Technica discussing her 
work as a digital archivist. She 
received a Master of Library 
and Information Science 
degree from the University of 
Pittsburgh in 2007 to pursue 
a career as a digital and 
audiovisual archivist. The 
article is available through the 
Alumni Extra website. 
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by Xlibris. The book is about 
government greed, the effects 
of lobbyists, and the influence 
of Wall Street, and the author 
provides solutions for removing 
wealth from politics, improving 
the economy, and resolving 
income inequality. Phil has 
been a substitute teacher in the 
Punxsutawney (Pennsylvania) 

Area School District since 2007 
and a softball coach at the high 
school since 2008. His book is 
available through Amazon.
com and other online services, 
as well as in 2,500 book stores 
nationwide.

In addition to welcoming 
their first child in February, 
Keith	Stevens	’07 and Sarah	
Williamson	Stevens	’07 
reported that Keith graduated 
from Capital Law School in 
June 2011 and joined the 
law firm of Cooper, Adel, and 
Associates in November, and 
Sarah completed her Ph.D. 
in biomedical science from 
Ohio State University in April 
of this year. Both were students 
in the Robert E. Cook Honors 
College. They live in Delaware, 
Ohio.

Since her graduation, Nicole	
Bader	’08, of Lancaster, has 
been working as a television 
producer, event planner, writer, 
and publicist. She has worked 
for NBC’s The Maury Show; the 
Style Network’s Jerseylicious 
reality show, which included 
some on-camera appearances 
in episodes airing this summer; 
and for 2K Millennium 
Promotions on publicity for 
various professional sports 
teams and other businesses. 

Kelley	Gordon	D’09 has 
submitted a photograph of her 
new daughter, Emma Katherine 
Gordon-Reed, for the Alumni 
Extra website. Emma Katherine 
was born January 31, 2012. 

Along with fellow members 
of the Barkada Saxophone 
Quartet, Justin	Polyblank	’09 
won the grand prize at the 2012 
Fischoff National Chamber 
Music Competition in May. 
Forty-eight professional and 
college ensembles from around 
the world participated. Barkada 
also won the gold medal in 
the Senior Wind Division. The 
quartet is based at Indiana 
University Bloomington, 

where Justin earned master’s 
degrees in music performance 
in classical jazz and jazz studies 
in May. In addition to receiving 
a $10,000 cash prize, the group 
will participate in the Fischoff 
Winner’s Tour of the Midwest 
in October and will perform at 
the Emilia Romagna Festival in 
Italy in 2013.

2010s
Aleesa	Hogue	’10 and Justin	
Meyers	’10 became engaged 
October 29, 2010, and plan to be 
wed October 5, 2013. They live 
in Lower Burrell, Pennsylvania.

The first recipient of the 
Stephen J. Mayhle Memorial 
Scholarship was Patrick	
Lee	’12. The scholarship was 
established by KPMG, an 
international audit, tax, and 
advisory firm, in memory 
of Stephen	Mayhle	’02, a 
Pittsburgh police officer killed 
on the job in 2009. Scholarship 
recipients must meet high 
academic standards, show good 
moral character, and plan to 
pursue a career in criminology. 
Patrick plans to be a police 
officer.

Donald	Miller	’12 won 
the Walter and Adelheid 
Hohenstein Fellow award, 
given to the top candidate from 
the 56 chapters of the Phi Kappa 
Phi honor society that make up 
the northeast region. He will 
begin medical school in the 
fall at the Penn State College of 
Medicine in Hershey.

After successfully defending her 
dissertation, “The Relationship 
between Familism and 
Help-Seeking with Hispanic 
Nursing Students,” Cristina	
Perez	Stearns	D’12 became 
the first graduate of IUP’s 
Ph.D. program in Nursing. An 
employee of Ramapo College of 
New Jersey, she traveled to IUP 
every other week for course 
work in the part-time program.

Daliang	Wang	D’06 has been 
awarded tenure and promoted 
to associate professor of world 
languages and cultures at 
Mercyhurst University.

A Commoners Guide to 
Defeating the Aristocracy, a 
book by Phil	Mennitti	’07,	
was published in December 

Have you noticed this icon at the end of a class note? It means that more information and often photos 
are available on the IuP	Magazine website under Alumni Extra, www.iup.edu/magazine/alumniextra.A	CuT	ABOVE	

For nearly a year, the wood sculpture Save Dance has been 
suspended from the ceiling of the Performing Arts Center grand 
lobby, the space that has connected Fisher Auditorium and 
Waller Hall since 2008. The College of Fine Arts commissioned 
the piece from wood sculptor and furniture maker Michael	
Stadler	’03,	M’09. According to Stadler, the three intertwining 
pieces of wood represent the college’s three disciplines: music, 
visual art, and theater and dance. His materials included wood 
from the pin oak that once stood between Fisher and Waller. 
“It’s an honor to create work for a community that values 
art,” said Stadler, who teaches an art course and has been an 
ArtsPath artist in residence for five years at IUP Punxsutawney. 
He lives on a farm outside Indiana with his wife, Beth	Ciarelli	
Stadler	’01.
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 Photojournalist and 
filmmaker Amanda	
Lucidon	’01, of Arlington, 
Virginia, won first place in
the Best Multimedia 
Innovation category of the 
White House News Photographers Association’s annual Eyes 
of History contest for her website, the Legal Stranger Project, 
http://legalstranger.com. 
 The site uses film, still photographs, and other media to 
document the lives of same-sex couples and demonstrate 
disparities created by the Defense of Marriage Act. This federal 
law defines marriage as the legal union of one man and one 
woman and, as the website states, considers same-sex couples 
“legal strangers.”
 Contest winners were invited in April to meet with President 
Obama in the White House and were honored at a gala in May 
at the Ritz-Carlton in Washington, D.C.
 In her 12-year career, Amanda has focused her visual 
storytelling on stereotypes based on gender, race, culture, class, 
disability, and sexual orientation. Her work has also been 
recognized by the National Press Photographers Association 
and Pictures of the Year International.
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DEATHS
1931: Annabel Craver, Marie 
Gioiosa
1932: Althea Sturgeon Sutton
1933: Harriet Bouton
1934:	Helen Hampton 
Claycomb, Ella Doutrich 
Whitaker
1936:	Elizabeth Postlewaite 
George, Helen Jones Mitchell
1937:	Agnes Stear Long
1940:	Ella Winter Gilchrist
1941:	Samuel Yahres
1942: Sara Schry Beatty, Emily 
Kearney Gallagher
1943:	Roberta Fair, Carolyn 
Bruno Shankovich
1946:	Mercedes Gamberoni 
Dossi, Nancy Race Warner
1947:	Patricia McKee Watkins, 
John Zaffuts
1948:	Donald Hoffman, Lois 
Mechling Leidy, Dorothy 
Snyder
1949:	Lorrayne Cuthbert Fogg, 
Edgar Gardner, Charles Percy
1950:	Loen Campbell, John 
Kuntz, Edward Neiderlander, 
Michael Sojka Jr.
1951:	Paul Smith
1952:	Gordon Short, John Vargo
1953:	Max Afanesko, Lois 
Wallace Rupert, Francis 
Stampler
1954:	Lois Kuhns Bishop, June 
Summerville Doverspike, Leah 
Nicholson Pfeiffer, Bernard 
Sewak, Mary Kibsey Sprintz
1955:	Stanley Maurer
1956:	Paul Singleton
1957:	Charles Stover Jr.

1958:	Pasquale Angelo, Arthur 
Gatty, Elizabeth Altemus Miller, 
Bonnie Stine Rimmel, George 
Shelley, Donald Wagner
1959:	Dale Closson, Frank 
Kozel, Donald Lockwood
1960:	George Couknas, Robert 
McKelvy, Richard Meader, 
Thalia Mock Pauch, Herbert 
Scott, Lawrence Shedwick, 
Dorothy Bowman Vogel
1961:	Harry Barton Jr., Ralph 
Fera, James Leonard, Maynard 
Mayer, Gretchen Penrod 
McMillen
1962:	John Bender, Joan 
Badman Closson, Alice Henry 
Iddings, Helen Yingling 
Joyce, Allen Solomon, Donald 
Stramanak
1963:	Lawrence Calabrese, 
John Moreau Sr., Joyce Toliver 
Palmer, Eleanor Slick
1964:	Mary Papson Hoover, 
Linda Smith Laterza, Muriel 
Smith Trimeloni, Sheila Varassi 
Vandall
1965:	Carol Apple (M), Kenneth 
Garner, Ruth “Diane” Wertz 
Wisneski
1966:	Gary Fulton
1967:	Glenda Freil Warehime
1968:	Thomas Fridy (M), Mary 
Orendorff, Dean Pecoraro
1970:	Marge Astorino, Louise 
Morelli Modic, Lawrence Silvis, 
Joyce Escott Stanley, Dorothy 
Williamson (M)
1971:	John Horensky Jr., 
Barbara Snyder Mohr
1972:	Walter Horosko, Freeman 
Reiter, Greg Schoedler
1973:	Phillip Imbrogno, 

Margaret Wood Stephenson
1974:	Timothy Kimmel, Robert 
Mason
1975:	Robert Dietrich, Deborah 
Miller Korbich, LuAnn 
Stewart Kotsch, Elizabeth Long 
McDonald
1977:	Rita Bates (M), Dennis 
Dague, Juliea Swiss
1978:	Sue Delaney (M)
1979:	Thomas Grandy, Eugene 
Vassey
1980:	Christopher Johnson
1981:	Diane Trach Namestka
1982:	Diane Vasilakis Bianco
1983:	James Dyer (D), Dennis 
Kelly, Barbara Ferry Petesich
1985:	Janice Holtz Glick
1986:	Debbie Culley, Victoria 
Fisher (M), Joan Hawkins
1987:	Amanda Aulick, Eugenia 
Gockley Green
1988: Ilene Kaufman (M)
1989:	Carol Langford
1990:	Kathryn Baker (AA), 
Drinan McCombie, Carl 
Poerschke
1992:	William Beatty, Cynthia 
Lubert
1993:	Beverly Hogan (M)
1994:	Charles Geer II
1998:	Daryll Carter, Harold Lutz 
(M), Dennis Stock (M)
2004:	Janell Abbott
2007:	Jesse Mattis
2009:	Nicholas Watson
2011:	Barbara Cadden Taylor 
(D)

Note: In cases in which more than 
one IUP degree was earned, the year 
of only the first degree is indicated. 
Deaths of faculty members are 
reported in the Mentors section of the 
magazine.

Other	Deaths
Ryan	Cook, a sophomore in 
the Communications Media 
Department, died May 19, 2012.

Dan	Engler,	a sophomore 
Natural Science major, died 
May 6, 2012.

Lynn	LaVan, a University 
Print Center employee who 
retired in January 2010 after 35 
years of service, died May 29, 
2012.

Roger	Reschini,	2003 recipient 
of the President’s Medal of 
Distinction and a former board 
member of the Foundation for 
IUP, died April 11, 2012.

Kipp	Seelhorst, a junior in the 
Religious Studies Department, 
died May 7, 2012.

Richard	Shotts, a member of 
the maintenance staff for 11 
years, died June 3, 2012.

Dorothy	Shubra, a former 
secretary in the Criminology 
Department who retired after 
22 years of service, died May 21, 
2012. Her son is Charles Shubra 
’69, who retired in 2011 after 
nearly 40 years as a faculty 
member in Computer Science.

1970s
Susan	Clutter	Sites	’70 to 
David Evans, February 26, 
2011.

1990s
Kim	Eubanks	’91 to Scott 
Bell, May 19, 2012.	Aron	
Ireland	’95 to Samatha 
O’Keefe, April 4, 2012.

2000s
Kyleen	Burkley	’02 to 
Dwayne Ressler, October 25, 
2008. Margaret	Hawley	
’05 to Nathan Stahlnecker, 
November 7, 2009. Rachael	
Ward	’08 to Shelby Faykosh, 
June 10, 2011.  

WEDDINGS

Planned  
Gifts  
Paint a  
Brighter  
Future 

Ned Wert ‘58

During several decades of teaching in the classroom 
and the studio, Ned Wert ’58 left a lasting impression on 
thousands of students, but he wanted to do something 
that reached beyond his work with students. He has 
included IUP in his estate plans. 

Planned gifts ensure that IUP can 
continue to facilitate excellent 
opportunities for students, from 
this generation to the next. 
Planned gifts come in many 
forms, including life 
insurance, bequests, 
and charitable gift 
annuities. Some 
estate planning 
methods afford 
income and  
tax benefits. 

If you would 
like to discuss 
planned gift 
opportunities, 
contact 
Bill Speidel, 
vice president 
for University 
Advancement, by  
sending e-mail to  
william.speidel@iup.edu 
or by calling  
724-357-5661.

LOST & FOUND
Delta	Zeta	sorority members 
would like to reconnect with 
alumnae of the Gamma	Phi	
chapters from IUP and other 
Pennsylvania universities, 
regardless of where they 
live today. Send an e-mail 
to midatlanticdeltazeta@
gmail.com or call the Delta 
Zeta headquarters toll-free at 
800-6-ALUMNA [800-625-8662] 
to share your address and 
e-mail.

REUNIONS
Homecoming is Saturday, 
October 6, and a number of 
groups are planning reunions 
that weekend. On Saturday, the 
Crimson Huddle All-Alumni 
Pregame Celebration will 
take place at the Kovalchick 
Convention and Athletic 
Complex from 11:00 a.m. until 
kickoff, and the Fifth Quarter 
Celebration at the Coney 
will be from 6:00 to 9:00 p.m. 
Anniversary celebrations are 
set for the classes of 1987,	2002,	
and 2007. Affinity groups are 
also planning reunions now. If 
your group has reunion plans 
during Homecoming, send an 
e-mail to alumni-relations@
iup.edu.
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The renovation and naming of the Terry A. Serafini Atrium, dedicated in April in the Eberly College of Business and Information Technology, 
was part of a million-dollar gift from Terry Serafini ’61 that also supported the establishment of a scholarship program for students in Eberly 
and the College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics. Serafini and his wife, Janet, live in Pittsburgh and Jensen Beach, Florida. 

INVESTING	IN	FuTuRE	STuDENTS

HOMECOMING	IS	OCTOBER	6.
Full details: www.iup.edu/homecoming
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