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These days, everyone is asking whether higher education 
provides a good return on investment. The American 
Association of State Colleges and Universities predicts a 
growing number of state governments will implement 
new accountability practices. It reports that 33 states 
have begun moving toward judging performance before 
allocating dollars—up from just 10 states two years ago. 

Last year, Pennsylvania Governor Tom Corbett 
established the Commission on Postsecondary 
Education. Prominent among the commission’s 
recommendations is one that requires any college or 
university that receives commonwealth funding to set 
and meet goals for performance. I am glad to report that 
IUP and its sister institutions in the Pennsylvania State 
System of Higher Education are well ahead of the crowd. 
While so many are just beginning the conversation 
about performance, we have been reporting to the 
state on it for nearly two decades—meaning that IUP 
is a leader in Pennsylvania and across the nation. See 
“Performance Has Its Rewards,” elsewhere in this issue, 
for details on how we account for our performance.  

Being accountable includes trying to be more efficient 
in all that we do. Recent legislation will assist us in that 
way, too. The Higher Education Modernization Act, 
passed last summer, has removed restrictions and now 
allows IUP to operate more like private and state-related 
institutions always have. For example, the legislation 
enables our faculty members to be more entrepreneurial, 
providing them with flexibility in working directly with 
businesses to develop commercial applications for any 
inventions they might develop in the course of their 
research. Until recently, their status as state employees 
prohibited that. We expect the change will make us 
even more attractive to top-notch scholars and assist us 
with faculty and graduate student recruitment. It will 
also increase revenue through sponsored research and 
help develop Pennsylvania’s economy. In addition, the 
legislation allows us to simplify procurement methods 
and take advantage of joint purchasing arrangements, 
cutting our operating costs.

When we operate with accountability and efficiency—
and continually strive to improve our performance—
we better meet our obligations to the taxpayers and 
demonstrate our integrity to those who support us 
philanthropically. You can trust that IUP is a great 
investment.

Michael Driscoll
President

A Sound 
Investment

MESSAGE FROM THE

PRESIDENT
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Sutton Sounds
As seen from the balcony of Gorell Recital Hall, Carl Rahkonen, music 
librarian, on viola, and Edwin Fry, professor emeritus of music, on piano, 
rehearsed Friday mornings for several weeks leading up to their March 28 
concert, Elegies and Meditations: In Remembrance of Our Teachers and Friends, 
in Gorell. Music professor Jason Worzbyt was to join them on bassoon.
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Just like Old Times

Considering the potential 
impact of Marcellus shale on 
the region, IUP researchers 
have been finding ways to use 
their expertise to benefit both 
the shale gas industry and the 
communities in which drilling 
has occurred.

Every year, IUP and the other 
state-owned universities must 
prove their worth by meeting 
performance measures. But, 
this exercise in accountability 
also allows them to compete for 
greater rewards.

Many people know a story 
or two about near-death 
experiences. Bob Anderson ’67 
has heard hundreds of them 
during his 40 years in health 
care. Here, he shares some of 
what he’s learned from the 
bedside.

By borrowing some strategies 
from the program he left at the 
University of Alabama, head 
coach Curt Cignetti has returned 
IUP football to the national 
prominence it knew under his 
father, Frank.
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FRONT COVER: Brian Flick took measurements in runoff near a Marcellus shale pad site 
owned by Consol Energy in Westmoreland County, while Alex Hall recorded the data. Both are 
Geography graduate students at IUP. Photograph by Keith Boyer

ABOVE, LEFT: Safety Sciences faculty member Laura Helmrich-Rhodes talked with a WPX 
Energy employee during a student tour of a compression station, where shale gas is processed. 
Photograph by WPX Energy

ABOVE: Daylight waned, but not fan support, as the IUP football team defeated Shippensburg 
to win the PSAC title in November in Miller Stadium. Keith Boyer photograph
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Winning an award for outstanding graduate-level 
research at a national conference on diffraction and 
crystallography is quite an accomplishment. Add 
to it that the honors went to an undergraduate, and 
it’s downright amazing. Head to the IUP Magazine 
website to learn more about Biology and Chemistry 
major Becki Beadling’s work and what helped her on 
her way.

Puzzled by Puzzle?
For readers who are unclear on any of the answers 
to the president’s crossword puzzle on page 4, an 
explanation is available on the IUP Magazine website.

IUP Magazine

IUP Magazine

IUP Magazine

iup-magazine@iup.edu
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Even before he came to 
IUP as president, Michael 
Driscoll confessed an 
addiction to crossword 
puzzles that eventually led 
to his constructing his own. 
Coinciding with what is 
widely accepted as the 100th 
anniversary of the crossword in 
2013, Driscoll created this 
IUP-themed puzzle specially 
for IUP Magazine. Answers 
appear on page 36.
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FRONTDOOR FACTS, FIGURES, SHORT SUBJECTS, QUICK TAKES

A Way 
with 
Words

ACROSS
1. Big Indian
5. Place to hustle

10. Itch
14. Player of Obi-Wan
15. Student in Waller or 

Fisher, perhaps
16. 20,320 ft. for Mt. 

McKinley
17. It has bats in the belfry
19. Not different
20. Hundredths of an m
21. Fraternity letter
22. Neither partner
23. Santa ___
24. Each
25. It's been published 

since 1926
29. Dante's first?
31. Says yes
33. OT book
34. Price at
36. Sturm-Drang link
37. Green study, for short?
38. A good place for picnic
41. Carrie role
43. NASA entity that 

oversaw Mariner 
missions

44. Hydrocarbon suffix
45. Head start?
46. Unit of capacitance
48. Scum
52. Oft heard at Miller 

Stadium
54. Cleopatra's bane
56. I-80 runs through it
57. Make hay
58. Ms. Yokum's middle 

name
59. ___-magnon
60. Heckle
62. It opened in 2011
66. Years (Lat.)
67. Scrub
68. "Got it"
69. Most common number 

in a set
70. Jerks
71. Sun. deliveries

DOWN
1. Scalawag
2. Many Homecoming 

attendees
3. Castoffs
4. Perform, in a way
5. "_____ Macabre"
6. 2001 American League 

Rookie of the Year
7. Penn in NYC
8. Under a gen.
9. Fla. airport

10. Fableist
11. Once wingless angel
12. Take up
13. Gloaming
18. Stand against
22. Old game sys.
25. Top ranked World War 

II sub
26. Classical monster
27. Keanu part
28. Penguins' org.

30. ___ Men (band)
32. Ollie's pal
35. Lollipop loving lawman
37. Robbie's daredevil dad
38. One Cignetti coached at 

Pitt
39. Truth-in-lending figs.
40. Iffy way to build
41. Segment
42. Kind of trip
46. Share an e-mail: Abbr.
47. Fancy fabric
49. Write by carving
50. Birthplace of Sarah, 

wife of John
51. Brings to mind
53. Branch headquarters?
55. Comic Soupy
60. Jazz session
61. Rocker Brian
62. Central
63. Mouths
64. Moving need
65. Word on a towel
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ACROSS
 1.  Big Indian
 5.  Place to hustle
 10.  Itch
 14.  Player of Obi-Wan
 15.  Student in Waller or
  Fisher, perhaps
 16.  20,320 ft. for Mt.
  McKinley
 17.  It has bats in the belfry
 19.  Not different
 20.  Hundredths of an m
 21.  Fraternity letter
 22.  Neither partner
 23.  Santa ___
 24.  Each
 25.  It’s been published
  since 1926
 29.  Dante’s first?
 31.  Says yes
 33.  OT book
 34.  Price at
 36.  Sturm-Drang link
 37.  Green study, for short?
 38.  A good place for picnic
 41.  Carrie role
 43.  NASA entity that
  oversaw Mariner
  missions
 44.  Hydrocarbon suffix
 45.  Head start?
 46.  Unit of capacitance
 48.  Scum
 52.  Oft heard at Miller
  Stadium
 54.  Cleopatra’s bane

 56.  I-80 runs through it
 57.  Make hay
 58.  Ms. Yokum’s middle
  name
 59.  ___-magnon
 60.  Heckle
 62.  It opened in 2011
 66.  Years (Lat.)
 67.  Scrub
 68.  “Got it”
 69.  Most common number
  in a set
 70.  Jerks
 71.  Sun. deliveries

DOWN
 1.  Scalawag
 2.  Many Homecoming
  attendees
 3.  Castoffs
 4.  Perform, in a way

 5.  “_____ Macabre”
 6.  2001 American League
  Rookie of the Year
 7.  Penn in NYC
 8.  Under a gen.
 9.  Fla. airport
 10.  Fableist
 11.  Once wingless angel
 12.  Take up
 13.  Gloaming
 18.  Stand against
 22.  Old game sys.
 25.  Top ranked World War
  II sub
 26.  Classical monster
 27.  Keanu part
 28.  Penguins’ org.
 30.  ___ Men (band)
 32.  Ollie’s pal
 35.  Lollipop loving lawman
 37.  Robbie’s daredevil dad

 38.  One Cignetti coached at
  Pitt
 39.  Truth-in-lending figs.
 40.  Iffy way to build
 41.  Segment
 42.  Kind of trip
 46.  Share an e-mail: Abbr.
 47.  Fancy fabric
 49.  Write by carving
 50.  Birthplace of Sarah,
  wife of John
 51.  Brings to mind
 53.  Branch headquarters?
 55.  Comic Soupy
 60.  Jazz session
 61.  Rocker Brian
 62.  Central
 63.  Mouths
 64.  Moving need
 65.  Word on a towel

LETTERS
Sharing the Surprise
What a surprise to open the new IUP 
Magazine and see my picture with the 
Kaydeens on page 36. I am the last one 
seated on the right—MaryAnn Buchanan 
Steele ’67. My daughter and her husband 
were here when the magazine arrived, so 
they also got to enjoy the picture and hear 
the explanation of who we were and what 
we did. Thanks for the walk down memory 
lane.

MaryAnn Buchanan Steele ’67
Brookeville, MD

That’s Me
I am writing in regard to a photo that was 
in IUP Magazine recently. It was on page 
36 and is of the ROTC Kaydeens of the 
1965-66 school year. I wanted to update/
fully identify one of the young women in 
the photo…me. I am in the second row on 
the far right (You know how we tall people 
are always in the rear!). My name is Diana 
Smith McCormick, from the Class of 1968. 
Yes, being chosen as a Kaydeen was an 
honor and quite a bit of fun. One of the good 
times of attending IUP.

Diana Smith McCormick ’68
Bridgeville, DE

Keep Them Coming
In reference to the picture of the 1965-66 
Kaydeens, D. Kapanak is Dianne Kapanak 
Lucarelli [’82, M’85]. She now lives in 
North Carolina. She and her husband are 
longtime friends. I was a cadet and was 
commissioned in 1968 upon graduation. The 
picture brought back a lot of memories. Keep 
them coming.

Dennis Donati ’68 and 
Janet Magliocco Donati ’68

Lower Burrell

Connected by IUP
I guess that since I have moved often (I am 
now living near Asheville, North Carolina) 
the copy of the alumni magazine I used 
to get has not followed me through all the 
moves—but IUP friends and relatives have!
I got two Christmas cards with the page 
of the Kaydeens’ photo in the card and a 
message wondering if I had seen the photo. 
One card was from the sister (Sharon 
Slobozien [’73], now living in D.C.) of one 
of my Sigma Sigma Sigma sorority sisters, 
Dona Slobozien Higgins, now living in 
Johnstown, and the other card was from 

my cousins Ed [’73] and Patti Draper [’74], 
now living in Key Largo, Florida. Although 
spread along the East Coast, we are all still 
connected by IUP. 

Elizabeth Agnello Weinberg ’68
Hendersonville, NC

Don’t Mess with the Drums
All male freshmen in the mid-’60s were 
required to be in the Reserve Officers’ 
Training Corps. As a trumpet player, I 
became a member of the ROTC band and 
have some permanent memories from that 
experience: getting really bad haircuts, a 
group of officers called the Rangers, and 
the Kaydeens. The Kaydeens were an 
assortment of the most beautiful and poised 
women on the campus. Imagine selecting 
17 incredible women, dressing them in red 
skirts and capes, white blouses, and black 
high-heeled shoes and then having them 
march past the thousands of guys dressed 
in dark green Army uniforms during public 
appearances and drill reviews. When they 
were around, no male ever noticed the 
soldiers.

Each year an Army general would come 
to the university to review the ROTC 
operation. Of course the band played the 
marches and drum cadences for this annual 
review. Regrettably, the week before the 
review, the head of the band’s drum section 
had a disagreement with one of the officer 
Rangers.  Demerits were flying around like 
origami birds at a paper-folding contest.  

As the big day arrived, we all spit shined 
our shoes and polished our brass. When the 
Kaydeens floated past us, we stood at perfect 
attention and played our hearts out. Then 
the miles and miles of ROTC freshmen, led 
by their upper class officers, passed in front 
of the reviewing stand. Finally, it was time 
for the Rangers, who wore pink berets. Their 
plan included a complicated marching 
drill with spinning rifles and crisscross 
commands. 

As they approached the reviewing stand, 
the lead drummer nodded his head, and 
the drums began the cadence. This time, 
however, they added one extra beat. None 
of the Rangers knew what hit them. They 
were out of step, tripping, and confused.  
Moral of the story? Never mess with a chief 
financial officer or a drum section!

Nick Jacobs ’69, M’72
Harrisburg

Men’s Soccer a Memory
The “Season of the Long Shots” was a great 
article. I remember hearing this story told 
by many former soccer players at IUP and 
Alderson-Broaddus. It was quite a moment 
in time for IUP men’s soccer. Unfortunately, 
those memories and historical moments are 
not being collected today. NCAA Division 
II men’s soccer was discontinued years ago, 
around the time cutbacks relating to Title IX 
were being instituted. IUP men’s soccer had 
grown to be a power in the state and ranked 
nationally on many occasions.

Nobody begrudges the fact that a women’s 
NCAA soccer program was formed a few 
short years after the men’s program was 
disbanded. Real equality would mean that 
there are both, men’s and women’s, NCAA 
soccer programs. Title IX has had many 
unfortunate unintended consequences 
as it relates to men’s college sports. I 
thank Athletic Director Frank Condino 
for spending a lot of time getting me up to 
speed on the essence of college athletics 
today.  

As a Distinguished Alumnus, soccer player 
at IUP, member of the Distinguished 
Alumni Selection Committee, and a 
member of the Clarks, which has a music 
studio in Cogswell Hall named in honor 
of our efforts to raise funds, it breaks my 
heart to know that the amazing history that 
you wrote about in the “Season of the Long 
Shots” will be only a memory for men’s 
soccer at IUP. The continuing histories have 
been silenced.

Greg Joseph ’85
Allison Park

Shot He Never Forgot
I most certainly was at the A-B game 
when Trevor [Gladden] hit that shot that 
I never forgot. I was a J.V. member of the 
soccer team in ’78 and ’79. I had never 
played soccer before the ’78 season, but I 
contacted Coach [Vince] Celtnieks in ’78, 
and he gave me the opportunity to play 
and learn. There were some great guys on 
that team, Trevor being one of them. I was 
a [Physical Education] major, and Trevor 
was actually taking classes in the P.E. 
department. Trevor told me that “it did not 
matter how good you were at soccer. If you 
enjoyed it, just put on your boots and play.” 
He was a nice, unassuming fellow, and yes, 
he could play soccer. I often refer to that 
game when talking soccer to people. My 
son is in 10th grade at Valley High School 

PUZZLE BY MICHAEL DRISCOLL
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in New Kensington and has played soccer 
for a number of years, so that goal often 
comes to mind. When I saw the picture in 
IUP Magazine, I started the story like it was 
yesterday, and then I looked at the team 
picture and saw myself and the rest of the 
guys—it was great to relive.

I wish I could remember everyone’s name 
from the picture because it was fun and a 
learning experience, both athletically and 
culturally. From the international guys to 
the eastern PA guys, I learned a lot. I am 
sure it helped me in my current profession 
as guidance counselor at Baldwin High 
School in Pittsburgh. Thanks for sharing the 
memories.

Gerry Hall ’81
New Kensington

Passing on the Influence
I graduated in the Class of 1975 as a math 
education major. I was moved to become 
a teacher and a coach because of all the 
positive experiences I had as a young man 
growing up with teachers and coaches 
playing significant roles in my life. At IUP, 
Dr. Robert Raemore, Dr. Lou Sutton, and Dr. 
Royden Grove certainly were influences, 
as well as some of my teachers and coaches 
in high school. I was a member of the IUP 
track and field team all four years, and by 
the time I graduated I was involved in six 
school records there.

Perhaps more significantly, those positive 
academic as well as track and field 
experiences launched me into a career 
of being the math department chair and 
head boys’ track coach at Selinsgrove Area 
High School. By the time I retired from 
teaching in 2010, I was equally proud of the 
accomplishments of my math students as I 
was my track athletes.

I share this information with you to point to 
the fact that certain people in a person’s life 
do definitely make a difference. I changed 
my major in my junior year (1974) from 
math arts and sciences to math education 
because of the huge positive influence 
teachers and coaches played in my life both 
in high school and college.

I just thought that it would be a positive 
way to give back to the community and to 
do my level best to be a teacher and coach 
to help influence others’ lives. I hope I was 
successful in that.

Don Wilhour ’75
Shamokin Dam

SCHOLARSHIPS

HER STIMULUS:  
A Passion for Crystallography 
and Your Gifts to IUP

Becki Beadling works hard for what she 
earns. The undergraduate Chemistry 
and Biology major often leaves the lab 
at 10:00 p.m. Her dedication recently 
paid off at a national conference when 
she received the 2012 Chung Soo Yoo 
Award for outstanding graduate-level 
research on neutron diffraction. Becki 
also would tell you that, without the 
scholarships IUP has awarded her, she’d 
have to find a part-time job and spend 
less time in the lab.

Scholarship support can change a 
student’s life. 

LEARN MORE 
ABOUT BECKI AND HER RESEARCH AT 

www.iup.edu/changelives.

MAKE A GIFT TODAY BY VISITING  
www.iup.edu/giveagift.

Former IUP associate director of athletics Ruth Podbielski, center, 
was honored during a Title IX 40th anniversary celebration at 
a women’s basketball game February 2. With her, from left, are 
Carolyn Thompson M’80, former women’s basketball coach, 
Hannah McCarthy ’68, M’76, and Michael Driscoll, IUP president. 
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Another ‘House That Ruth 
Built’
In the 1927 World Series,  Babe Ruth hit 
two home runs as the New York Yankees’ 
“Murderers’ Row” lineup blanked the 
Pittsburgh Pirates four games straight. That 
same year, the Babe tallied 60 home runs, 
a record that would stand for 34 years until 
broken by Roger Maris in 1961.

Ruth Podbielski told me that when she 
arrived in Indiana in 1955, she couldn’t 
even get the time of day. The magnificent 
presentation made at the [Kovalchick 
Convention and Athletic Complex] on 
Saturday, February 2, 2013, with Slippery 
Rock in town reminded me of how the 
Rock’s athletic teams have been “a force 
to be reckoned with” in PSAC Western 
Division competition. Simply stated, if you 
wanted to come out on top of the PSAC West 
in any sport or get very far in postseason 
competition, Slippery Rock often stood 
in your way. That Jeff Dow and his IUP 
women’s basketball team rang up the 101st 
victory in his IUP career against Slippery 
Rock speaks volumes, not just for Coach 
Dow, his staff, and his players, but for the 
unwavering path and determined support 
laid out by Ruth Podbielski over so many 
years.

Yankee Stadium in New York City became 
known as “the House That Ruth Built.” 
It is altogether fitting and proper for the 
softball field on IUP’s South Campus to bear 
the name of Ruth Podbielski. Her lasting 
imprint on every IUP women’s team and 
female athlete in every sport, as well as 
her recognition of and insistence upon 
classroom achievement, should also be 
recognized as “the House that Ruth Built.”

Jack Reefer ’69
Indiana

Visions of Cinnamon Buns
How many of you remember that one of 
the highlights of going to IUP was eating 
cinnamon buns at the Capitol Restaurant, 
especially on date night? After hearing me 
remember them with fondness for years, my 
daughters located the Cozy Corner Cafe in 
Indiana (which has the original Capitol roll 
recipe) and surprised me with an overnight 
shipment for my birthday. Hope this brings 
back happy memories for many of you.

Gene  Flango ’64
Williamsburg, VA

A Commuter’s Story
Although I may have missed it, I don’t 
recall reading recollections of commuter 
students in the ’60s. When I read the stories 
of dormitory life, sorority sisterhood, 
homecomings, and other social events, I 

think about how different college life was 
for those of us who traveled in every day 
from fairly distant parts of the region.

Although there was a commuters’ lounge, 
there was very little support for us or 
recognition of our particular challenges. 
There were about six of us, “older” women 
who managed to get acquainted. We 
ate lunch in Ackerman Hall, where we 
exchanged information and tips. All over 
the age of 30—in the ’60s that was a definite 
barrier between us and the traditional 
18-somethings!

I first attended ISTC for a semester in 1952 
on a four-year scholarship of $150 per year. 
With a catastrophic illness in the family, 
paying for my college education was 
impossible. I had to leave after a semester 
because, as an art student, even with $25 
left over from the $50 tuition bill, I couldn’t 
afford to buy supplies.

However, because I took all my finals and 
withdrew officially, I was able to return in 
1966 to (by then IUP) as a second semester 
freshman. I was an ancient 31 years of age, 
married with a six-year-old son. And a 78-

mile daily round-trip journey away from 
campus.

The initial interview with the department 
head was discouraging. He grumpily 
informed me that he hoped I was serious 
about school since he was “tired of bored 
married women coming to college for a 
‘lark.’” I was terrified that I wouldn’t be 
admitted and was so very grateful that 
he approved my application. Can anyone 
envision that scenario in this day and age?

I carried 19 credits a semester, leaving home 
in suburban Johnstown after dropping 
off my son at school. Taking no breaks, I 
headed back home in time to pick him up 
after school. With the incredible support 
and cheerleading of my husband, I was able 
to graduate magna cum laude in 1969. The 
department head was very gracious in his 
congratulations and apologies. 

Only those of us who went through this 
unique time, when most older students 
were returning veterans and male, 
can understand how much our college 
education meant to us. Fortunately, we 
were encouraged and motivated by so 

many excellent and gifted teachers, except 
for one who told me that I needed to refresh 
my “dusty brain” before I could move on 
to second semester Communications (1966 
course description for English).

I went on to earn a master’s degree at IUP 
and a Ph.D. at Penn State, where I joined 
the faculty at University Park, retiring as an 
associate professor in 1994. 

For me, the memories of IUP are focused 
on the experience of pure learning, 
the discipline of focused effort, and the 
achievement of a life goal. Perhaps I needed 
that department head’s attitude to light my 
fire!

Mary Bandzey Saylor ’69, M’72
Altoona

Editor’s Note: Read more from Don 
Wilhour in All about Alumni.



By Randy Wells

Not only is IUP located on top of one of the largest 
natural gas deposits in the world, it is also well-
positioned, by virtue of its diverse and knowledgeable 
faculty, to capitalize on the growing demand for 

information about the Marcellus play and for guidance on how to 
use it profitably and safely.

Several IUP faculty members with interests in various energy-
related research projects had been meeting informally to 
compare notes when Deanne Snavely, a chemistry professor 
and administrator at Bowling Green State University, arrived at 
IUP in 2011 to become dean of the College of Natural Sciences 
and Mathematics. Shortly after her arrival, she began looking 
for ways in which faculty expertise could have an impact on the 
community and the economy.

“It’s hard to avoid the shale gas development in this area,” Snavely 
said. “There are some really interesting questions, questions that 
can be answered by science. I quickly learned we have very strong 
interdisciplinary faculty expertise that could help in answering 
important scientific questions.”

Some of those questions, she said, address regional planning 
issues and the environmental effects surrounding drilling 
in the Marcellus formation. For example, how does gas well 
drilling affect watersheds, not only near the drilling sites, but far 
downstream?

Under Snavely’s guidance, the “energy team”—with professors 
from the Geography and Regional Planning, Geoscience, Safety 
Sciences, and Chemistry departments, for starters—has been 
meeting regularly.

“From my perspective, it’s very important that these kinds of 
initiatives come from faculty, and that it’s the faculty group that 
decides, ‘What are we good at? What do we want to do? How can 
we contribute?’”

Team members began working on two major focuses, Snavely 
said. One was to do what they specialize in—education—but do 
it through two-day workshops in which faculty members would 
discuss their disciplines as they relate to shale gas drilling. The 
target audience for the workshops, which may be held as early 
as June, will be county commissioners, township supervisors, 
municipal authority members, and others in government who are 
decision-makers on issues related to shale gas.

The second thrust is to develop research ideas surrounding 
Marcellus shale. It would be the kind of research, Snavely said, 
that industry and other organizations aren’t going to do.

“But a university is a place where new knowledge is discovered,” 
she said. She sees the contributions of the faculty team as an 
example of “higher education serving the community, state, and 
the United States” in the quest for sustainable energy.

How much natural gas the Marcellus shale deposit holds, and 
how much is recoverable, is subject to debate. The Marcellus 
Shale Coalition, an industry group, cites a report from worldwide 
financial firm ITG Investment Research that the formation 
contains about 330 trillion cubic feet of gas.

Steve Hovan, IUP’s Geoscience Department chairperson and an 
energy team member, prefers the more specific estimate published 
by the U.S. Energy Information Agency that the Marcellus 
formation holds 400 trillion cubic feet of technically recoverable 
gas reserves.

In 2012, Provost Gerald Intemann asked the deans of colleges 
to think about developing “research clusters,” or teams, when 
making their requests for new and additional faculty members. 
Snavely said the deans were encouraged to consider people whose 
expertise is related to something others in the department are 
doing.

“So the university funded what we call the Marcellus Shale Gas 
Research Cluster, and we’re hiring four faculty members who will 
be members of this team,” she said.

The new hires are expected to include a hydrogeologist 
and a mineralogist in the Geoscience Department, a Safety 
Sciences professor with expertise in energy development, and 
a new professor for Geography and Regional Planning with 
expertise in environmental and watershed-based planning and 
stream restoration/remediation approaches related to energy 
development.

According to John Benhart, Geography and Regional Planning 
chairperson, the energy team has attracted faculty members from 
across the university who were involved in many types of energy 
research “in their own specific areas of expertise.” 

Since coming together as a team, “we can share ideas and learn 
what other experts at the university are doing,” Benhart said. And 
that has uncovered some synergies in their research projects.

Geography graduate students Brian Flick, 
left, and Alex Hall monitor water quality in 
and around the Beaver Run Reservoir.

Top: An energy team subcommittee is 
planning educational workshops on issues 
relating to Marcellus shale gas drilling. 
From left: Laura Helmrich-Rhodes, Thomas 
Gerber, John Benhart, Deanne Snavely, and 
Steve Hovan. K
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The contributions of the faculty team 
are an example of “higher education 
serving the community, state, and 
the United States” in the quest for 
sustainable energy.
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     On Top of 
Marcellus
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The Chemistry Department analyzes water samples collected 
near shale gas drilling sites. From left: faculty member Nathan 
McElroy; Amy Rydeen, a senior Chemistry major; and Pearl 
Kwantwi-Barima, a Chemistry graduate student. 
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Look at a map of the Marcellus shale formation, that vast 
deposit underneath thousands of square miles of New York, 
Pennsylvania, Ohio, West Virginia, and Maryland that may 
hold enough natural gas, some say, to power America for 
decades. That dot on the map, near the geographic center of 
the Marcellus formation, is the Indiana campus of Indiana 
University of Pennsylvania.
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has been an instructor for the 10-
hour Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration training program 
required of workers going onto natural 
gas drilling pads. She said the incidence 
of fatalities and injuries at gas and oil 
drilling sites is not greater than in other 
industries.

“It is dangerous, but it is certainly not 
the most dangerous work in the state,” 
she said.

In addition to helping develop the 
university’s two-day workshops on 
Marcellus exploration, Helmrich-
Rhodes is involved in making IUP’s 
curriculum more responsive to the 
needs of students preparing to work in 
the drilling industry. She has developed 
two three-credit courses that, once 
approved, will be open to students in 
any major.

And, while internships are required 
of all Safety Sciences majors, the gas 
and oil sectors offer more internship 
opportunities than other industries, 
according to Helmrich-Rhodes. Some 
petrochemical companies have been 
willing to take IUP students at the end 
of their sophomore year and allow 
them to work with the company during 
a summer.

“They’re great to have in class” when 
they return, she said. “They have all 
these other experiences they can bring 
to the classroom.”

With that level of student preparation 
and the faculty’s service as a resource 
on Marcellus shale, Helmrich-Rhodes 
believes the university will play an 
important role in the future of shale gas 
in the region.

“In academia, we have procedures, 
solid research and activities. I think 
that’s where government is going to get 
the best information,” she said. “It will 
be nice for us to have a positive impact 
on the way this plays out.

“Particularly for Safety Sciences, I think 
our graduates have an opportunity 
to mold this industry in protecting 
employees from those safety and 
environmental health hazards.” m

So far, according to McElroy, the sampling 
and monitoring have not raised any alarms.
The data is available for public viewing at 
www.iup.edu/magazine/beaverrun.

A few graduate and undergraduate students 
have been helping with the chemical 
analysis, some as a project for independent 
study, some for an hourly wage.

For nearly two years, Geoscience faculty 
member Katherine Farnsworth and her 
students have been monitoring water 
quality in some Indiana County streams 
with the Evergreen Conservancy and the 
Pennsylvania Senior Environmental Corps, 
two volunteer organizations. They have 
been monitoring the impact abandoned 
coal mines and, more recently, gas wells 
have on the streams. The volunteers 
and students visit the streams every two 
weeks to retrieve information collected on 
instruments called dataloggers.

“Those dataloggers are recording just the 
temperature of the water, the water depth, 
and total dissolved solids, which technically 
is measuring conductivity,” Farnsworth 
said. 

The information gleaned by the dataloggers 
could be used to alert the state’s Department 
of Environmental Resources if something 
irregular is detected.

“The question is, what is irregular?” 
Farnsworth asked. “And that’s what I’m 
trying to understand—what’s happening 
on an everyday basis and seasonal pattern. 
I’m using that data to try to understand 
the natural background character of 
these streams.” Detecting even a trickle 
of pollution would be difficult if the 
background levels were not known.

Another area involved in Marcellus shale 
exploration is the university’s Institute 
for Mine Mapping, Archival Procedures, 
and Safety. The institute has about 21,400 
digitized maps of old and abandoned coal 
mines, predominantly around Western 
Pennsylvania, in an online, searchable 
database.

IMAPS Director Robert Wilson ’89, M’93 said 
drillers have been consulting the database 
to learn if abandoned coal mines exist 
where they want to drill for natural gas. 

A second IMAPS database can be used to 
support the state’s pre-drilling permitting 
process and is being developed with the 
Marcellus Shale Coalition, Wilson said. 
About 35 students assist him in managing 
the databases.

For a decade, Laura Helmrich-Rhodes ’88, 
M’93, of the Safety Sciences Department, 

be useful to the shale gas industry and to 
communities where wells are being drilled.

Since 2011, Brian Okey, a Geography and 
Regional Planning faculty member, has 
been supervising students monitoring 
the quality of water in the Beaver Run 
Reservoir in Westmoreland County. The 
reservoir is a drinking water source for 
about 130,000 people in Westmoreland, 
Armstrong, and Indiana counties.

Marcellus shale gas wells are being drilled 
near the reservoir on land leased from the 
Municipal Authority of Westmoreland 
County, but Okey said the monitoring 
also looks at the effects on the water from 
agriculture, coal mining, and nearby 
highways.

“Projects such as this offer students an 
excellent opportunity to do research in the 
public interest,” he said.

While the Beaver Run project fits well with 
the skills of his department, Okey said the 
expertise of the Chemistry Department is 
crucial for the water analysis. The municipal 
authority had done some water sampling 
previously at the reservoir on a limited 
basis.

“They were looking for certain parameters 
that were telltale of water quality, such as 
nitrates or chlorides,” said Chemistry faculty 
member Nathan McElroy ’94. “When they 
contracted with us, they were interested in a 
few more parameters that they didn’t have 
the ability to test and even ones that could 
be, if found in higher levels, indicative of a 
problem.”

The samples come from all around the 
reservoir, even its tributaries upstream, 
McElroy said. “Some of them are very far 
away from the drill pads. We also started 
sampling before any fracking started.” 
Fracking refers to hydraulic fracturing to 
release the gas from the shale rock.

The energy team wants to learn what kinds 
of training and research will meet the needs 
of the Marcellus exploration and drilling 
industry, Benhart said, and what skills 
graduating students should have to obtain 
jobs in related fields.

Another goal, he said, is to establish a 
focused research agenda that contributes 
to the knowledge base of the Marcellus 
industry. He cited as an example the team’s 
interdisciplinary project to document 
characteristics of watersheds in the Laurel 
Highlands region, both to understand 
baseline water quality parameters in 
advance of drilling and to establish 
benchmarks for restoring resources, if 
necessary.
 
Benhart said the department is well suited 
to study watershed characteristics and the 
impact of energy development on surface 
and groundwater because of its use of 
geospatial technologies and expertise in 
environmental planning and analysis.

“We want to operate as scientists and experts 
who can be objective regarding techniques 
and results,” he said, emphasizing the 
importance of maintaining neutrality on 
what has often been a controversial issue.

The department is developing an energy 
geotechnology/environmental compliance 
concentration, through which students 
will learn to use advanced techniques to 
determine where to drill wells, how to 
protect water wells and drinking water, and 
where to explore for natural resources such 
as gas, coal, and wind.

These graduates will be in high demand 
in the public and private sector, Benhart 
said, because of their understanding of 
the science and regulatory framework 
of the energy industries and of related 
technologies.

But some students and faculty members are 
already demonstrating expertise that can 

Last school year, members of the Ladies of Safety student group 
toured a WPX Energy drilling site in Derry Township, Westmoreland 
County. From left: faculty advisor Laura Helmrich-Rhodes, Christina 
Deitman ’12, Danielle Anna, Kiley Walker ’12, and Erica Crossland. 

“I think our graduates 
have an opportunity 
to mold this industry.”

The Center for Northern Appalachian 
Studies at IUP began looking into Marcellus 
shale exploration and drilling several years 
ago. The mission of the center is to foster an 
enhanced understanding and appreciation 
of the richness of the region’s diverse 
cultural heritage.

The center acknowledges the benefits of 
Marcellus shale natural gas development: 
jobs, energy, and economic gains for 
secondary businesses and industry. 
But in November 2010, it sponsored a 
three-day symposium examining other 

aspects of Marcellus shale exploration and development, including the historical, social-
environmental, legal, political, and health issues related to gas extraction. The topic was 
also prominent at the Appalachian Studies Association national conference held at IUP last 
spring.

Sociology faculty member Jim Dougherty, who directs the center, participated in an 
Anthropology Department field school last summer in which IUP students interviewed 
drilling industry representatives and people in the community who have some connection 
to Marcellus drilling or with underground hydraulic fracking, or fracturing, to release the gas 
from the shale rock. Some comments received from residents, he said, were critical.

“To make a long story short, there are people here who are not cheerleaders for Marcellus 
shale drilling, and they are concerned about the history of extractive industries in 
Pennsylvania, going back to the days of the timbering industry and the mining industry,” 
Dougherty said. “We are looking at it from that historical vantage point, and we’re very 
concerned about what kind of impact this might have on our environment. We don’t want to 
be repeating the history that occurred through timbering and coal mining here.”

A future field school may focus again on 
Marcellus shale drilling.

“The story is not over. The legacy is being 
written as we go along,” Dougherty said.

A recent development in the story is that IUP 
may have a direct benefit from the Marcellus 
shale formation in the future.

Under the Indigenous Mineral Resources 
Development Act, enacted in 2012, 50 percent 
of all revenues generated from Pennsylvania State System of Higher Education lands will be 
retained by the university where the mineral or gas is located, 35 percent will be distributed 
among the universities where no mineral resources have been leased or extracted and will 
be used for deferred maintenance or energy improvements, and the remaining 15 percent 
will be shared by all 14 schools in the State System for tuition reduction scholarships. The act 
was sponsored by state Senator Don White, who represents all of Indiana County and some 
surrounding areas.

According to Mark Geletka, associate vice president for Facilities Management at IUP, four 
gas wells were drilled on the main campus in the 1980s and were dedicated to the university’s 
cogeneration power plant. Those wells were capped long ago.

Geletka said there are no immediate plans to explore or drill for gas on IUP property, in part 
because of depressed natural gas prices. If IUP does benefit from the Indigenous Mineral 
Resources Development Act, it may be through new technologies that would allow 
horizontal drilling under IUP land from Marcellus pads located on nearby properties.

Under a 
Watchful Eye

“We don’t want to be 
repeating the history 
that occurred through 
timbering and coal 
mining here.”
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Jim Dougherty, director of the Center for 
Northern Appalachian Studies
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     Once in 
Their Shoes

Alumni Reach Out to 
Prospective Students

“Going to IUP—I really think 
it transformed my life,” said 
LaPorta, who started as a 
Biology major, worked in 
the Physics Department, 
and graduated as a Safety 
Management major. She now 
works as a certified safety 
professional handling training 
and compliance for a local 
government agency.

“Every day, I use what I learned 
at IUP,” she said.

She was the first person in her 
family to go to a college or 

university. Now, she represents 
that university at three to five 
college fairs each year. She is 
one of about 40 alumni who 
volunteer to help IUP with 
student recruitment.

In the decade she has filled the 
role, LaPorta has noticed that 
interest in IUP is on the rise.

“It’s a big school, and yet it has 
a small school feel,” she said. 
“There’s a growing interest in 
its affordability and what it has 
to offer.” 

Blaine Corle ’79, another 10-
year volunteer, talks to students 
and their parents at college fairs 
in Virginia. He reaches out to 
them on a variety of levels: as 
an alumnus, a parent of college-
age children, and a potential 
future employer. 

Corle, a Criminology graduate, 
is now the deputy chief of 
police in Alexandria, Virginia. 
In addition to going to college 
fairs, he travels to IUP for 
career fairs to talk to graduating 
students about jobs in his police 
department.

On an average night at a 
Virginia college fair, he’ll talk 
to 50 to 60 students, he said. 
They tend to ask about majors 
that interest them, while their 
parents ask about the safety of 
the campus and town.

“From being a student, 
I can assure them it’s a 
clean, healthy, small-town 
atmosphere,” Corle said. “They 
like knowing it’s a ‘walking’ 
campus and that I had such a 
wonderful experience at IUP as 
a student.”

The IUP Office of Admissions 
attends anywhere from 150 
to 200 college fairs a year, 
according to Elisa Goserud 
’78, M’82, assistant director of 
Admissions.  While alumni 
join the staff at some of those 
fairs, they cover 10 to 20 fairs a 
year on their own, typically at 
locations farther from campus. 

Goserud is always happy to talk 
with alumni who are interested 
in helping with college fairs in 
Pennsylvania and surrounding 
states, particularly Ohio and 
New York.

“Alumni who volunteer have a 
lot to offer at college fairs,” she 
said. “They know the campus. 
They had the experience 
of being a student. It’s that 
true connection. I am just so 
thankful for all they do. They 
help us reach students we can’t 
always get to.”

John Ninosky ’93 and a few 
other alumni in the Harrisburg 

area have represented IUP at college fairs 
the Admissions office could not attend. 
Ninosky, a Criminology graduate who is 
now an attorney, has volunteered at fairs at 
both public and private schools for the last 
10 years.

“It makes me feel good to do this,” he said. “I 
had a tremendous experience at IUP from 
the beginning, and it’s a way for me to give 
back.”

While IUP’s strong academics, affordability, 
and small-town atmosphere have 
traditionally garnered attention, Ninosky 
has noticed an increase in interest with the 
new residence halls and other renovations 
on campus. 

“We were on the cutting edge with suite-
style living,” he said.

Rachel Hard Morgan ’03 started helping 
with college fairs in the Philadelphia area 
about two years ago.

“I’m not that much older than they are, 
and I can relate to them, and yet I have 
the experience of having graduated and 
started my career,” said Morgan, a change 
management analyst at a leading mortgage 
originator.

An English literature major with a pre-law 
minor at IUP, Morgan recently helped with 
a recruitment event in the Philadelphia 
area that involved alumni speakers and 
a panel presentation featuring alumni, a 
faculty member, and current students. She 
was one of the speakers.

“I reach out for these opportunities,” she 
said. “My experience at IUP had a profound 
effect on who I am today. It gives me a great 
sense of pride to be able to give back and 

High school students and their parents walk past the crimson 
and gray table at a college fair in southern New Jersey, 
sometimes stopping to ask questions or pick up brochures about 
Indiana University of Pennsylvania. Danielle Colella LaPorta 
’78 smiles and answers those questions, proud to have the 
chance to share what her years at IUP meant to her. 

By Marilyn Kukula

Thanks 
to Them

Alumni who have 
volunteered to help IUP 

with student-recruitment 
activities in recent years:

Charlene Bayne ’82
Paul Beckles ’09

Bonnie Curry Brose ’67
Jessica Wolfe Bueno ’99

Robin McGruder Bullock ’95
Aretha Carr ’87
Blaine Corle ’79
Tom Costello ’88
Barb Cousar ’84

Kerry Gruber DeMarco ’92
Jim Dill ’77

James Durso ’91
Mike Field ’79

Felicia Fred ’81
Carl Hisiro ’76

Barb High Holland ’77
Don Howe ’79

Laurie Burnett Johnson ’86
Janelle Kilson ’99
John Kreitzer ’75

Danielle Colella LaPorta ’78
Kristin Lepley ’96
Colleen Lyons ’82

Amy Barley McCracken ’94
Rachel Hard Morgan ’03
Jessica Hazen Necci ’01

John Ninosky ’93
Courtney DeNicola Nowak ’00

Christopher Ofalt ’98
Brian Oglesby ’95

Teresa Scheler O’Linn ’99
Jodi Mintz Pianka ’95

Ellen Przybylski ’02
Joshua Schneider ’00

Tracy Settle ’80
Joan Lepley Sloan ’63  

Dana Whatley Smith ’95
Joyce Spangler ’93

Mike Staub ’80
Andrew Stephenson ’72
Nancy Stypula Wert ’75

to see, at those fairs, the potential in each 
student’s face.” m

Alumni interested in representing IUP at 
college fairs in their area should contact 
Elisa Goserud at 724-357-2665 or egoserud@
iup.edu. 

Thomas Costello ’88, founder 
and CEO of UpStreme, Inc., 
a technology management 
consulting firm based in the 
Philadelphia area, was one of the 
alumni speakers at the student-
recruitment event. 

Don Howe ’79 told prospective 
students how IUP helped to prepare 
him for his more than 30-year career 
with Lockheed Martin. 

Brian Oglesby ’95 was among the alumni who participated in a 
panel presentation at a King of Prussia event in December that the 
Office of Admissions organized for prospective students. 

Laura Ferguson, Music 
Department, was the faculty 
representative on the panel 
in King of Prussia. 
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Faculty Deaths
In recent months, 
the following faculty 
members and former 
faculty members died.

Barbara Aierstock, a 
professor emerita who 
taught physical education 
from 1972 to 1993, died 
December 29, 2012.

Charles Godlasky, a 
professor emeritus of the 
Department of Health 
and Physical Education 
and a former football 
assistant coach who 
taught from 1968 to 1991, 
died January 11, 2013.

Carl Oakes ’53, a 
professor emeritus 
and member of the 
Mathematics Department 
from 1961 to 1986, died 
January 22, 2013.

John Woolcock, a 
faculty member in the 
Chemistry Department 
since 1984, died January 
29, 2013. IUP’s Center 
for Teaching Excellence 
named a faculty 
recognition award in his 
honor in December.

Dale Woomer, a 
professor emeritus of 
the Department of 
Technology Support and 
Training who taught from 
1965 to 1984, died January 
8, 2013.
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Collection Gets New Home
The Military Science 
Department library is more 
than 300 books and historical 
documents richer, thanks 
to a donation by David 
Truby, professor emeritus of 
journalism and a U.S. Army 
veteran. Making the donation 
from his professional library 
collection, Truby said, “I 
thought the students and staff 
would make far more use of 
these resources than I would at 
this point in my life.” The books 
range in topic from military 
history to tactics, weaponry, 
logistics, and intelligence, 
and the documents touch 
on 21st century warfare, 
counterinsurgency, and 
psychological operations. In 
addition to this most recent 
donation, the university library 
houses a special collection 
with Truby’s journalistic and 
investigative books, authorship 
manuscripts, speeches, and 
more.

Multitasking to the 
Extreme
Those who appreciate 
their PCs may understand 
just a taste of what high-
performance computing 
means to researchers. Some of 
their computer simulations 
boil down to millions of 

equations that, without high-
performance computing, would 
take days, weeks, or longer to 
solve. Last fall, Mathematics 
professors John Chrispell 
and Ed Donley attended an 
international conference in 
Salt Lake City, where they 
assembled a mini-computing 
cluster they are now using 
to teach high-performance 
computing at IUP. They 
have also been developing a 
curriculum with educators 
from around the world. The 
increased speed this technology 
brings to solving complex 
equations will allow IUP 
students to stay at the forefront 
of mathematics and related 
sciences, they said.

Inspiring the Next 
Generation
Gary Dean, of the Department 
of Adult and Community 
Education, has been inducted 
into the International Adult 
and Continuing Education Hall 
of Fame based on distinguished 
contributions to the field. 
Dean joined the IUP faculty 
in 1987 and has served as chair 
of his department since 1991. 
One of his books, Designing 
Instruction for Adult Learners, 
has been a bestseller for 
Krieger Publishing and the 
primary book used in graduate 
programs for adult education 
instructional design. Dean 
also is co-editor of the PAACE 
Journal of Lifelong Learning, 
which he created 21 years 
ago. The annual journal has 
since been cited as a leading 
publication in adult education.

Funding Assured
IUP has received $231,000 
from the National Science 
Foundation for a program that 
will award 40 scholarships 
to IUP students who are 
undecided on a major but show 
an interest in the Information 
Assurance concentration. 
IUP was one of the first 
universities to support an 
academic program in the field, 
which blends criminology and 
computer science to address 
the protection and defense of 
information and information 

systems. Computer Science 
professor Rose Shumba 
wrote the grant proposal and 
is leading the project, along 
with faculty members William 
Oblitey, Computer Science, and 
Jennifer Gossett, Criminology. 
The project will receive $1.1 
million over five years. m

Captain David 
Sabulsky ’04, left, 
IUP ROTC instructor, 
and David Truby, 
professor emeritus 
of journalism, 
with the books and 
documents Truby 
donated to the 
Military Science 
Department library 

Journalism faculty member 
Michele Papakie ’93 
congratulated Chemistry 
professor John Woolcock in 
December on the naming 
of an award in his honor. 
Woolcock died of pancreatic 
cancer in January. 

When George Johnson made 
lithographic prints, his wife, 
Julie, often did the sponging, 

wetting the stone to make sure the ink stuck 
only to the image area.

When he wanted to preserve the old 
Elkin house, where he started the Art 
Department’s printmaking program in 1966, 
Julie Johnson went to the courthouse to 
research the building and discovered its 
history as Breezedale.

The Johnsons worked very much as a team, 
according to Christopher Weiland ’73, one of 
George Johnson’s former students who later 
became a colleague on the Art faculty.

And, together, they were effective.

In his nearly 30 years on the IUP faculty, 
George Johnson had artwork exhibited in 
14 major shows and included in museum 
collections across the state. 

Their efforts also were instrumental in 
restoring Breezedale and placing both it and 
the Saltsburg canal, which George Johnson 
had written about in several published 
works, into the National Register of Historic 
Places. 

“George was a historian,” Weiland said, “and 
Julie was his worker bee.”

Sutton Hall and the old Indiana courthouse 

were other buildings that needed saving, 
and the Johnsons were part of those 
campaigns, as well.

Shortly after her husband’s death in March 
1997, Julie Johnson gave more than 70 
pieces from his private collection to the 
University Museum. 

Now living in Port Charlotte, Florida, 
and set to turn 90 in June, she recently 
gave the museum many of the remaining 
lithographs, woodblock prints, and etchings, 
a gift appraised at nearly $135,000. A 
number of those prints are now on display 
in the IUP Performing Arts Center.

Julie Johnson remembers her husband’s 
last time at IUP. As a professor emeritus, he 
continued to use the studio in Sprowls after 
his retirement to help students with their 
artwork and to create his own.

In January 1997, about two months before 
his death, they worked in the studio until 
midnight before heading to Florida for the 
rest of the winter. As George Johnson hung 
the lithographs that night, he told his wife 
they would have to finish them when they 
returned.

He never did. But Julie Johnson made sure 
his artwork found a permanent home on 
campus. m                 

—Elaine Jacobs Smith

Leaving His 

Mark

Hundreds of prints by the late George 
Johnson, professor emeritus of art, 
were donated by his wife, Julie, to the 
University Museum. Some are on display 
in the mezzanine lounge of Fisher 
Auditorium in the IUP Performing Arts 
Center.

George and Julie Johnson in 1995 
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tourists of the hijacked cruise 
ship Achille Lauro. Terrorizing 
the passengers, the hijackers had 
shot and thrown overboard a 
wheelchair-bound hostage, Leon 
Klinghoffer. Anderson found 
himself assisting Klinghoffer’s 
wife.

“After a while, she said, ‘Bob, are 
you with mental health?’ And 
I said, ‘Well, Mrs. Klinghoffer, 
that’s what I do around the base. 
But today you don’t need mental 
health, you need friends.’

“I try to work kindred spirit to 
kindred spirit. I’m not technique-
driven because I don’t know 
necessarily what I’m going to do. I 
don’t throw a bag of clinical tricks 
in the room. When I go in, I just 
sit and hang out and see what 
will happen.”

Anderson’s work in the wake 
of Hurricane Andrew, the 
bombing of Pan Am Flight 103, 
the attack on the USS Stark, and 
the bombing of the Marine compound in Beirut brought him 
accolades, but also a touch of post-traumatic stress disorder, he 
said.

A professor in Ohio, a staunch atheist, told Anderson about what 
he figured to be his death after his appendix ruptured some time 
ago. “He saw himself on the bed, but he wasn’t sure what to do. So, 
he went toward the door and he opened it, and there were these 
dark beings inviting him to come with them, saying that they 
would take care of him.” But he said they assailed him, kicking, 
scratching, and beating him.

“He knew he needed help, and he knew that he probably should 
say a prayer, but he didn’t know any,” Anderson said. “So, he 
recited the Pledge of Allegiance. And, damn, it worked. These folks 
are backing off, and he yelled for help, and on came a light.”

Anderson points to an indisputable statistic as grounds that his 
effort is of substance. The human mortality rate is 100 percent. And 
while there’s no standard for what makes a near-death experience, 
he said he has gleaned signs that a transition is taking place.

“When you have a patient with no pulse or respiration, and they 
can tell you the joke that you cracked to try to relieve the tension 
during the code, or they tell you, ‘Would you mind getting a hold 
of that doctor who didn’t give up on me?’ that’s probably a good 
indication that your consciousness is around.”

Among those who live to tell about near-death experiences, there 
are a few common threads.

“What you often find is that these are profound, life-changing 
experiences,” Anderson said. People return less frightened of 
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Everyone has heard them. Tales of people with the most 
personal confrontations with death: folks with out-of-
body experiences, who see the bright light and return to 
tell about it.

Bob Anderson has heard stories like that. Hundreds, actually, in 
his more than 40 years in health care.

Anderson, a 1967 graduate of Indiana University of Pennsylvania, 
has been in the roles of social worker, mental health clinic chief, 
and behavioral medicine and bioethics director in Air Force and 
private sector hospitals. And, his work has earned acclaim from 
academic and professional organizations to the Department of 
Defense and the White House.

But above the honors, Anderson talks about what he cherishes 
more, what his profession has brought him as a privilege—the 
trust of patients who have confided in him what they experienced 
on the edge of their deaths. 

His fascination with near-death experiences began when 
Anderson was not quite school age, when his mother was almost 
lost to pneumonia. She spoke of having a near-death experience, 
and no one was sure what to make of it, he said.

“From a very early age, I got to thinking that, if a philosophy or 
psychology or theology doesn’t include this type of phenomenon 
or experience, then I wasn’t going to be interested.”

He went on to earn degrees in liberal arts with a concentration in 
sociology at IUP, social service administration at the University of 
Chicago, divinity at McCormick Theological Seminary, and health 
care education at Nova Southeastern University.

A 20-year hitch in the Air Force took Anderson to military medical 
centers around the world, and he retired as a lieutenant colonel in 
the 1990s. Wrapped around the service, Anderson was trained and 
trained others at hospitals from Pittsburgh to Provo, Utah, where 
he has headed the behavioral medicine and bioethics program at 
the Utah Valley Family Medicine Residency since 1994.

At the University of Chicago, Anderson worked under psychiatrist 
Elisabeth Kübler-Ross, a pioneer in studies of the dying. “I just kind 
of hung out with her, and that’s where I started running into folks 
who were having these near-death experiences,” he said. After 
graduate school, he decided to weave together what he’d learned 
from those people and use it to help others.

A man in an auto accident and believed dead on arrival at the 
hospital later told Anderson about his experience. “He said there 
was a momentary flash of pain when he hit the tree. Next thing 
he knew, he was floating above the wreck looking down and 
feeling really peaceful. He said, ‘I got the sense that I was dead, but 
I had never been dead before, so I wasn’t exactly sure what to do, 
so I  just followed the ambulance to the hospital and that’s when 
you guys worked on me.’”

Not all physicians care for patients across levels of consciousness, 
Anderson explained. It takes buying into a “non-local” frame of 
reference.

“My residents are becoming family physicians, meaning they are 
going into a specialty seeing patients not just as bodies or organ 
systems or disease processes, but as people who have a psyche, 
a soul, who have a context.” That means they take life events, 
including death, into account in their treatment.

A local perspective is the idea that the body is what’s real, and 
consciousness is basically the firing of synapses in the brain, he 
said. “So when the body dies and the brain ceases to function, 
then of course there is nothing after that. The problem with that 
is that there is an awful lot of evidence to show that something is 
happening even if your cortex isn’t functioning real well.”

In contrast, the non-local perspective is that “bodies are really 
important and brains are really important, but that’s not the end 
all and be all,” he said. “Consciousness exists before you got into 
that body, it certainly exists while you’re in that body, and it 
will exist separate from the body when you’re getting ready to 
transition.” 

In essence, it’s the time when treating patients based on book 
knowledge ends. “If you’re one of my young physicians, you know 
there’s a time to do things to people, but there’s also a time when 
you be with people, and we teach them how to differentiate.”

Making a connection with patients and, in some cases, their 
families, grows the trust that Anderson treasures.

There was Ruth, a woman from Germany, a cancer patient, who 
shared with Anderson her fondness for brown beer that she 
enjoyed back home and talked with him about death. He helped 
to ease her through bouts of nausea that came with her treatment 
and continued to work with her late in her illness, when she went 
into congestive heart failure.

When he checked in with her one Friday, she told him, “It’s 
getting close.’” 

His experiences with death, Anderson said, give him no special 
vision about it. His patients know better when it’s their time to go.

“Early in my career, people would say, ‘Well, Bob, today is the day 
we say goodbye.’ And I would say, ‘Oh, no, I’ve seen your labs, 
I’ve seen your blood work.’ And, of course, they would go because 
they knew more about this stuff than I did. They have an intuitive 
sense about what’s going on.”

A Vietnam veteran told Anderson of being out of his body when 
he was shot. “The guy was running across a rice paddy, and he 
didn’t feel the bullet hit him,” Anderson said. He figured it out as 
he was running, noticing that he felt “different.”

“He stopped and looked around, and he saw his body lying in the 
rice paddy. So he did not realize he had just left his body.” 

For the military, Anderson became one of the go-to guys for 
leading teams in emotional crises—helping victims of disasters, 
survivors of bombings and terrorist attacks, and those who lost 
loved ones in jet crashes. A superior told him he was repeatedly 
tapped for these jobs because of his reputation.

“I seemed to have visited hell on a number of occasions and knew 
my way around there,” he said. “So, rather than them taking a 
chance on somebody who hadn’t, they just grabbed me.”

He conceded that he seldom took assignments with a plan in 
hand, and he understood what to do only after landing at his 
destinations. Anderson was winging it when he joined the rescued 

What Happens 
When You 

Die?
Alumnus Bob Anderson 
Speaks from the Bedside

Anderson on the beach in 
Mogadishu in the early 
1990s, when Air Combat 
Command sent him to bases 
in Somalia and Kenya to 
check on morale 

By Chauncey Ross
Bob Anderson ’67 outside the Utah 
Valley Family Medicine Residency 
in Provo, Utah. Behind him is the 
Wasatch Range, an offshoot of the 
Rocky Mountains. 
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physical death and often with the belief that they have a reason 
for being here.

Sometimes they come across beings of light they describe as 
“absolutely loving,” he said. “But oftentimes the light will ask, ‘So, 
what do you have to show me what you’ve done with your life?’ 
And it’s probably not talking about your stock portfolio or your 
academic background.”

Near-deathers, as some researchers call them, sometimes assume 
their second chance is a grandiose mission, “like they have to 
change the world,” Anderson said. “And I tell them, no, every time 
you walk down the hall and smile at somebody, you make their 
day better. …If you pay close attention, you’ll find out what you 
need to be doing.”

Thoughts of the near-dead are often far from profound, as they 
were for a man who opened up after Anderson helped to comfort 
him on a turbulent flight. “He told me about being hit by a car 
a few years back. He ran out, he could see the grill, and the next 
thing he knew, he was slowly cartwheeling up in the air and 
over the car.

“I said, ‘That must have been scary.’ He said, ‘No, I was feeling 
peaceful. But I was really honked off because I had this brand 
new jacket and I noticed it had been ripped.’

“But then he went over the car and then, when he hit the ground, 
that’s when he came back to whatever dimension we are in and 
could really feel his bones.” 

Anderson hasn’t held his degree in divinity as a ticket to a job as 
a pastor or minister, but he hasn’t let it get dusty. During the Gulf 
War, when Central Command sent him to check on morale at the 
bases, he would often do the Sunday services to give the chaplains 
a break.

With his theological background, Anderson said, he has come 
to expect answers rather than feel the need to provide them. 
“There’s something beyond me that has allowed me to be in these 
situations, and if I can just shut up and ask for help and listen, 
interesting stuff happens.

“Just as when people ask what I will do when I retire, I say I will 
know when I get there.”

In the hundreds of times patients have relied on him to hear 
them out, Anderson believes he has not been thrust into those 
circumstances. Rather, he has been allowed to share in them.

“I think it’s a privilege and a responsibility,” he said. 

Anderson snapped up from a sound sleep at 7:00 a.m. one 
Saturday, his intuition telling him that Ruth, the cancer patient, 
needed him. Hurrying to her room, he found her in a coma.

“After a couple of hours of being with her and the family, reading 
the stuff she enjoyed, playing the music she enjoyed, I got the 
feeling it was time to help the process,” he said.

“I told her, ‘Look, Ruthie, you’re not going to get any brown beer 
around here. What I’m going to do now is count you down your 
hill, and when you get down there, you’ll run into the people that 
you’ve run into before. You go with them, and we’ll take care of 
your family, and I’ll catch up with you when it’s my turn.’

“And that’s what we did, and 10 minutes later, her respiration 
stopped.”

Anderson is planning retirement later this year but calls it a 
“change of venue.” He and his wife of 45 years, Bonnie, figure 
to move to Greenville, South Carolina, near their sons, Ken 
and Adam, and their respective families. Anderson said he’s 
considering volunteering at an area hospital.

But this work? And passing on what he has learned? Those, he 
said, are hardly done.

“If people want to talk to me about this stuff, I’m happy to do 
it. And I will basically tell them I have not died, that I can 
remember, but I have hung around with a lot of people who have. 
And if you like, I would be happy to teach you what they shared 
with me about it. But this is always by invitation only. I don’t go 
in unless I’m invited.” m

A 2005 recipient of the Distinguished Alumni Award, Bob 
Anderson plans to retire this summer as director of behavioral 
medicine and bioethics with the Utah Valley Family Medicine 
Residency, a program he cofounded in 1994. 

ACHIEVEMENTS

Young Alumni Achievement

IUP’s six undergraduate colleges each honored an accomplished graduate of the last 15 years during 
the Young Alumni Achievement Awards, organized each fall by the IUP Ambassadors and the IUP 
Alumni Association. In addition to taking part in a reception and awards ceremony, the alumni 
spoke to classes within their respective colleges. The 2012 award recipients are as follows:

 • Eberly College of Business and Information Technology: Bryan Moore ’07, senior 
  private equity officer, South Carolina Retirement System Investment Commission
 • College of Education and Educational Technology: Mary Weidner ’07, M’09, speech-  
  language pathologist, Children’s Hospital of Pittsburgh
 • College of Fine Arts: Justin Polyblank ’09, saxophonist, U.S. Army “Pershing’s Own”   
  Ceremonial Band
 • College of Health and Human Services: Scott Rhoades M’06, coordinator, Prehospital   
  Medicine and Aviation Medicine, Indiana Regional Medical Center
 • College of Humanities and Social Sciences: Jessica Bush Warman ’03, young adult 
  fiction author
 • College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics: Jennifer Franko Vasquez ’01, associate
  professor of mathematics, University of Scranton. Vasquez also was a student in the   
  Robert E. Cook Honors College.

University Top Stop

Venues Today ranked IUP’s Kovalchick Convention and Athletic Complex fourth in the nation 
among university venues its size in the trade journal’s “2012 University Top Stops.” The rankings 
were based on capacity, total gross sales, total attendance, and number of shows in 2012. The 
Kovalchick Complex, managed by Global Spectrum, is home to IUP basketball and volleyball and 
has played host to shows from Toughest Monster Trucks to Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey 
Circus to B.E. Taylor. Open since 2011, it features the Ed Fry Arena, Toretti Auditorium, and 23,000  
square feet of meeting and convention space. 

‘Best for Vets’

Military Times, an international 
publication for members of 
the military, selected IUP as 
one of the nation’s “Best for 
Vets” universities following a 
national survey of more than 
650 institutions. Only 68 four-
year schools were part of the 
listing. IUP was recognized for 
its Veterans Affairs office and its 
willingness to accept American 
Council on Education credits, 
which convert military training 
into academic hours.

Mortar Board 
Honors

The IUP chapter, known as the 
Sutton chapter, of Mortar Board 
national honor society received 
the Silver Torch Award at the 
organization’s annual conference 
in Chicago. Chapters are chosen 
for the award based on their 
timeliness and dedication 
while exemplifying the ideals 
of scholarship, leadership, and 
service. Chartered in 1997, the 
Sutton chapter has 36 members.

Theater Fellows

Two IUP Theater majors were 
awarded fellowships to the 
Kennedy Center American 
College Theater Festival in April 
following their performances at 
the regional festival at Towson 
University in Maryland. Josh 
Gallagher was selected for his set 
design for the play In Quietness, 
by Anna Moench, and Morgan 
Chase was recognized for his 
direction of a scene from The 
Caucasian Chalk Circle featuring 
IUP actors. Twenty-seven IUP 
students attended the regional 
festival in January. m
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While on campus to receive a Young 
Alumni Achievement Award in 
November, Justin Polyblank ’09 
talked with members of the IUP Jazz 
Ensemble in Cogswell Hall.
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Just like

By Bob Fulton

T
he former University of Alabama assistant coach, 
who earned a national championship ring while on 
Nick Saban’s staff, brought the blueprint followed in 
Tuscaloosa north to Indiana and, in short order, elevated 
the Hawks from so-so to so, so sublime. Seniors who had 

endured an 11-11 record in their first two years capped their careers 
last fall with a flourish: a Pennsylvania State Athletic Conference 
title, a 12-2 season that ranks among the best in school history, and 
two NCAA playoff victories that signaled IUP’s return to national 
prominence.

“I’ve had a lot of people tell me they did not expect this kind of 
success this quickly,” said Cignetti, whose teams have won 19 games 
in his first two seasons, a school record he shares with his father, 
Frank. “We did make fast progress. I knew it was a program that had 
a tremendous tradition of success when my dad was here [1986-

The tide turned for the IUP 
football program when Curt 
Cignetti began transforming 
the Crimson Hawks into the 
Crimson Tide.
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Head coach Curt Cignetti led the IUP football team to the 
Pennsylvania State Athletic Conference championship in 
November, above, and other successes reminiscent of the program’s 
glory days.

Most Wins

Wins Year Record Coach
13 1993 13-1 Frank Cignetti
12 1991 12-1 Frank Cignetti
12 1990 12-2 Frank Cignetti
12 2012 12-2 Curt Cignetti
11 1989 11-2 Frank Cignetti
11 2002 11-2 Frank Cignetti
10 1993 10-1 Frank Cignetti
10 1987 10-2 Frank Cignetti
10 1998 10-2 Frank Cignetti
10 1994 10-3 Frank Cignetti

Highest Winning Percentage

Percentage Year Record Coach
 1.000 1934 6-0-0 George Miller
   .938 1940 7-0-1 George Miller
   .929 1993 13-1-0 Frank Cignetti
   .923 1991 12-1-0 Frank Cignetti
   .909 2003 10-1-0 Frank Cignetti
   .900 1968 9-1-0 Chuck Klausing
   .889 1967 8-1-0 Chuck Klausing
   .889 1969 8-1-0 Chuck Klausing
   .889 1972 8-1-0 Bill Neal
   .857 1990 12-2-0 Frank Cignetti
   .857 2012 12-2-0 Curt Cignetti

K
EI

TH
 B

O
YE

R

K
EI

TH
 B

O
YE

R



This photo of the 
International Relations Club 
appeared in the 1971 Oak. If 
you know the identity of any 
of these students or have a 
story about the club to share, 
Harrison Wick, IUP Special 
Collections librarian and 
university archivist, would 
love to hear from you. He’s also 
interested in acquiring IUP 
memorabilia, photographs, 
or scrapbooks. Contact him 
by e-mail at hwick@iup.edu. 
Information about IUP Special 
Collections is available at 
www.iup.edu/archives.

INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS: SHARE YOuR MEMORIES
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IN BRIEF
Moerland Is New Provost
Timothy Moerland started in January as 
provost and vice president for Academic 
Affairs. The provost is the university’s 
chief academic officer and serves as acting 
president in the president’s absence. 
Moerland came to IUP from Kent State 
University, where he was dean of the 
College of Arts and Sciences. Before that, 
he held several positions at Florida State 
University, including faculty member 
and chair of the Department of Biological 
Science, interim director of the Geophysical 
Fluid Dynamics Institute, and associate 
dean of the College of Arts and Sciences. 
He has a bachelor’s degree in biological 
science from Michigan State University and 
master’s and doctoral degrees in zoology 
from the University of Maine. Moerland 
replaced Gerald Intemann, who was IUP’s 
provost and vice president for Academic 
Affairs since April 2008.

Bohnen Hired for 
Development
Since January, Evan Bohnen has been the 
associate vice president for Development, a 
position responsible for direct supervision 
of the university’s fund-raising and 
development operations. He came to IUP 

from Marietta College in Ohio, where 
he served as assistant vice president for 
advancement for five years and successfully 
executed a $50-million comprehensive 
fund-raising campaign. Before that, he 
had been director of advancement at 
Radford University in Virginia, director of 
development for Virginia Tech’s College 
of Liberal Arts and Human Sciences, and 
development director at Minnesota State 
University, Mankato. He holds bachelor’s 
and master’s degrees from the University of 
Wisconsin—Stevens Point.

Papakie to Lead Visioning
Journalism faculty member Michele 
Papakie ’93 has been appointed the 
president’s associate for strategic visioning. 
In this role, she will lead a team of 
students who will research university 
visions, missions, values, and strategic 
plans; facilitate group discussions with 
stakeholders about their vision for the 
future of IUP; and develop a plan to 
achieve that shared vision. The students 
will meet with alumni, community 
members, business owners, and members 
of the current campus community to 
garner their input on President Michael 
Driscoll’s questions addressing what makes 
IUP distinctive and what they would 

like to see the university celebrate at its 
sesquicentennial celebration in 2025.

TRIO Programs Receive 
Funding
Two IUP TRIO programs that assist 
economically disadvantaged students 
recently received continued funding from 
the U.S. Department of Education. The 
Upward Bound Math and Science program 
provides local high school students who 
have the potential to be first-generation 
college students with math and science 
learning support, academic advising, and 
help in finding financial aid for college. 
The McNair Scholars program helps first-
generation college students with strong 
academic potential to prepare for graduate 
study. Each program received in excess of 
$200,000 from the Department of Education 
and is expected to receive more than $1 
million over the next five years. In addition, 
each is one of only two such programs in 
the state to receive continued funding. The 
McNair grant proposal was developed by 
Calvin Masilela, Geography and Regional 
Planning professor and TRIO program 
director, and the Upward Bound proposal 
by Masilela and Hilary Staples ’98, M’02, 
assistant director of the McNair program.m

Defensively, the Hawks led the nation 
in fewest points (12.5) and yards (257.9) 
allowed per game and ranked third in 
fewest rushing yards permitted (80.1). They 
held seven opponents to 10 points or less, 
a stunning feat in this era of supercharged, 
score-in-the-blink-of-an-eye offenses. 
IUP was so stingy that FootballScoop.
com named defensive coordinator Paul 
Tortorella the top assistant coach in Division 
II.

The ground game, meanwhile, rolled on 
week after week, as unstoppable as an 
avalanche. Led by Tuck, the PSAC West 
Offensive Player of the Year, the Hawks 
set school records with 3,630 yards rushing 
and an average of 259.3 per game. Despite 
an ankle injury that limited his carries and 
effectiveness late in the season, Tuck ran 
for 1,660 yards, the third-best total in school 
history, and pushed his career total to 4,341, 
good for second place on the all-time list. 
Senior De’Antwan Williams stepped up in 
spectacular fashion when Tuck was hobbled 
and gained 1,325 yards, the seventh-highest 
total in IUP history.

By virtue of their supremacy in rushing 
and defending, the Hawks were able to 
nearly run the table in the regular season, 
the only blemish a last-second 26-24 loss 
at California. Even so, the PSAC West 
champions were decided underdogs against 
unbeaten Shippensburg in the showdown 
for the conference title. The Red Raiders 
came in averaging 52.7 points and a 
Division II-leading 566.5 yards per game, 
but they smacked into a brick wall at Miller 
Stadium. Final score: 41-10.

2005], and it had slipped a little bit but, 
based on its history, could be very successful 
in the future. This past year, I thought we 
had a chance to be a good football team, and 
we were.”

That’s an understatement on a par with 
saying Pavarotti could carry a tune. The 
2012 Crimson Hawks were very much a 
throwback to the glory days under the elder 
Cignetti. Consider:

 • IUP’s 12 wins were the most since  
  1993, when the national runners-up  
  set a school record with 13.
 • The Hawks reached the national  
  quarterfinals for the first time   
  since 1999 and came within five  
  yards of advancing to the semifinals.
 • IUP ranked seventh in the final  
  American Football Coaches   
  Association poll, the highest finish  
  since 2003.
 • Three Hawks were named to the  
  prestigious Associated Press Little
  All-America team—free safety   
  Johnny Franco, offensive tackle
  Dan Matha, and running back   
  Harvie Tuck, all seniors, were third- 
  team selections—for the first time  
  since 1995.
 • A dominant defense, a hallmark  
  of the school’s 1990s juggernauts,  
  ranked first nationally.

It was just like old times, right down to the 
surname of the head coach.

“We had a very rewarding year,” Cignetti 
said. “I thought we had a good group of 
guys who played with great passion and a 
lot of heart, and we ended up getting good 
results.”

Alabama-type results, in fact. If IUP now 
bears a resemblance to the reigning Division 
I champions, well, that’s by design. Like the 
Crimson Tide, the Crimson Hawks swear by 
a relentless running attack and a defense 
that squeezes the life from opponents like a 
boa constrictor.

“I did believe that, by putting in the 
program we ran at Alabama, we would 
grow and we would develop,” said Cignetti, 
an overwhelming choice as the PSAC 
West Coach of the Year. “Alabama, they’re 
number one in the country the last three or 
four years on defense, and offensively they 
run the ball, they control the clock, they 
don’t turn it over—they keep their defense 
out of bad situations. When you do that, 
good things will happen.”

“I guess it all came together in the 
Shippensburg game,” Cignetti said. “They 
were undefeated, had great offensive 
numbers—not too many people gave us a 
chance to win.”

Fewer still expected IUP to survive long in 
the NCAA playoffs. But the Hawks ousted 
Shepherd 27-17 in the first round and then 
knocked off unbeaten New Haven on the 
road, 17-14, to earn a date with yet another 
unbeaten team, Winston-Salem State, in the 
quarterfinals.

Unfazed, IUP once again took the fight 
to a favored foe. Trailing 21-17 with time 
running out, the Hawks marched to the 
Winston-Salem State five-yard line and 
had three cracks at the end zone in the final 
minute. The host Rams escaped when a 
defender struck junior quarterback Mike 
Box’s arm as he released a fourth-down pass 
and the ball fluttered harmlessly to the turf, 
bringing to an agonizing conclusion IUP’s 
magical season.

“When you play in a playoff system, there’s 
only one team that gets to feel really great 
about things at the end, and that’s the 
team that wins it all,” Cignetti said. “So we 
were all disappointed at the outcome of 
the Winston-Salem State game because we 
were so close to advancing. And then seeing 
what they did the next week to West Texas 
A&M—they beat them handily [41-18]—we 
realized how close we were to playing for 
the national championship.”

Which might explain why Cignetti is 
already stoked for a 2013 season that’s still 
months away.

“One of the positives—and there were 
many from last year, obviously—is a lot of 
the returning guys see how close we are,” 
he said. “If there were any doubts before in 
their minds in terms of how far we can go, 
they should be removed now. There should 
be confidence that, if we work hard and 
commit ourselves and have the discipline, 
really anything’s achievable.”

Like recapturing the glory days of IUP 
football, back when Cignetti’s father 
commanded one of the elite programs in 
all the land. And if following the Alabama 
blueprint continues to pay dividends, who 
knows?

Maybe someday soon the Crimson Hawks, 
like the Crimson Tide, will end the season 
holding aloft a national championship 
trophy. m

Despite an ankle injury late in the season, 
senior Harvie Tuck ran for 1,660 yards, 
the third-best total in school history, and 
pushed his career total to 4,341, good for 
second on the all-time list. 
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NAMEDROPPERS

Over the years, few 
fall semesters have 
been as successful as 
the most recent one 

for IUP athletics.

The school’s seven teams that 
compete in the fall ended up 
doing so well that IUP held 
the lead entering the winter 
season in the Dixon Trophy 
standings. Every spring, the 
16-school Pennsylvania State 
Athletic Conference awards 
the Dixon Trophy to the top 
program based on regular-
season and playoff finishes. 
After the fall semester, IUP had 
a score of 11.79, which was .53 
points ahead of second-place 
Shippensburg and .60 ahead of 
third-place California.

IUP’s Dixon Trophy score 
came on the strength of two 
championships, in football 
and men’s golf. It also received 
high scores from field hockey 
and women’s and men’s cross 
country.

Here’s a closer look at the fall 
semester:

In football, IUP went 10-1 in 
the regular season, won the 
PSAC West title, pummeled 
Shippensburg in the conference 
championship game, won two 
games in the NCAA Division 
II playoffs, and came within 
a touchdown of winning the 
regional title. Along the way, 
head coach Curt Cignetti, 
members of his staff, and 
more than a dozen players 
earned accolades for the team’s 
breakout season.

Longtime golf coach Fred 
Joseph fielded another 
standout team, as the Crimson 
Hawks claimed their sixth 
consecutive PSAC title with 
a first-place finish in October 
at the annual conference 
tournament. Zack Kempa 
won the individual title to 
pace IUP, which outdistanced 
second-place California by 18 
strokes. Jack Owen and Sean 

Sweithelm tied for third place, 
and Kenny Sames tied for 
fourth. The Crimson Hawks 
played in six tournaments in 
the fall season and finished first 
in four of them.

The cross country teams showed 
continued improvement with 
their efforts in the fall. The 
IUP women placed third at 
the conference and regional 
meets and advanced to the 
NCAA championships, where 
they finished 18th. Seven 
runners competed at nationals, 
highlighted by a 60th-place 
finish by Steph Beaudette. The 
men’s cross country team took 
sixth in the PSAC and eighth in 
the region, narrowly missing a 
berth in the national meet.

Under head coach Gary Agard, 
the field hockey team earned 

its second berth in the NCAA 
Division II tournament in 
the past three seasons. The 
Crimson Hawks finished 
with an overall record of 14-6, 
placed fourth in the conference 
tournament, and advanced to 
the quarterfinals of the NCAAs. 
After the season, four players 
were named All-PSAC: Nicole 
Bruce, Brielle Mackey, 
Anouk Sickman, and Erin 
Shirk. Bruce and Sickman also 
were chosen for the Longstreth/
NFHCA Division II All-America 
team.

For the ninth consecutive 
season, the women’s soccer 
team advanced to the PSAC 
tournament and placed 
seventh, finishing the year with 
an overall mark of 9-6-4. It was 
head coach Adel Heder’s 11th 
winning season in his 12 years 

on campus. Three players were 
named to the all-conference 
team, Tonya Fabian, Brittney 
Kuhns, and Kelsey Fisher, 
and Fabian also was chosen for 
the Daktronics Division II All-
Atlantic Region team.

In the opening half of its split 
season, the women’s tennis 
team put together another solid 
effort. At the end of the fall 
portion of the schedule, Abby 
McCormick and Alanna 
McFail won the “B” and “C” 
draws, respectively, at the 
St. Bonaventure Fall Classic, 
in Allegany, New York. The 
Crimson Hawks, who went 
15-6 in singles play and 6-3 in 
doubles, were the only non-
Division I school competing in 
the event.

Despite not advancing to 
the conference playoffs, the 
women’s volleyball team still 
finished with a winning record, 
at 20-15. After the season, senior 
Morgan Cerveny was picked 
by the league’s coaches for the 
All-PSAC West second team.

The Dixon Trophy final 
rankings will be announced at 
the end of the school year when 
the spring season concludes. 
Should they hang on to the 
top spot, the Crimson Hawks 
would win the Dixon Trophy 
for the first time since it was 
established in 1994.

Alumni Notes
Administration
After a successful tenure as the 
athletic director at Georgia Tech, 
Dan Radakovich ’80 made 
the move to fellow Atlantic 
Coast Conference school 
Clemson, where he was put in 
charge of the Tigers’ athletic 
department on December 1. He 
is the 13th athletic director in 
Clemson history. Vic Cegles 
M’73, a former assistant 
baseball and basketball coach 
at IUP, is in his seventh year 
as the athletic director at Long 
Beach (California) State. Since 

Cegles took over in 2006, LBSU 
has won the Commissioner’s 
Cup—an award given to the 
top athletic program in the Big 
West Conference—three times, 
in 2009, 2011, and 2012.

Baseball
The Indiana Area School 
District hired Rob Stossel ’97 
as its head varsity baseball 
coach in November. In his 
previous head coaching stint, 
Stossel took Homer-Center 
High School, in nearby Homer 
City, to the PIAA Class A 
championship game in 2005. 
Stossel is a teacher in the 
Homer-Center School District.

Basketball 
Ron McNabb ’83 recently 
completed his first season as 
head boys’ basketball coach 
at Knoch High School in 
Saxonburg. McNabb, a sixth-
grade math teacher at the 
middle school, replaced another 
IUP graduate, Josh Shoop 
’96, who left the coaching job 
to become athletic director at 
nearby Pine-Richland High 
School. In January, Bob Rado 
’78 won his 100th career game 
as the boys’ head coach at 

Homer-Center High School. 
With that victory, Rado has 
won at least 100 games at three 
schools in Indiana County, 
following stints at Marion 
Center and Indiana high 
schools. One of IUP’s most 
accomplished players, Ashton 
Smith has begun a pro career 
in Europe with the Raiffeisen 
Lions, based in Austria. He 
is the lone American on the 
roster. One of Smith’s former 
teammates, Julian Sanders, 
also is playing abroad. He is 
a rookie for Lagomar in the 
Uruguay Basketball League. 
Dom Lombardi ’12, son 
of current men’s coach Joe 
Lombardi, is in his first season 
as a graduate assistant coach 
at Division I powerhouse 
Kentucky.

Cross Country/
Track and Field
In November, Jim Lear ’74 
finished his 17th season at 
Duquesne University in 
Pittsburgh as the head men’s 
cross country coach. Soon after, 
he started his 13th season as an 
assistant coach for the Dukes’ 
track and field team. After 
three years as an assistant at 

West Alabama, Jorge Medina 
’07 was hired recently as the 
head coach at Hawai’i Pacific 
University. Maddy Outman 
M’10, who holds several IUP 
records in track and field, was 
hired in August as an assistant 
coach at Ursuline College, in 
Pepper Pike, Ohio. At Ursuline, 
Outman has been reunited with 
her former IUP coach, Ralph 
White, who is also an assistant 
coach for the Arrows.

Football
When Baltimore beat San 
Francisco in Super Bowl XLVII 
in February, Ravens assistant 
coach Jim Hostler ’90 became 
the fifth IUP graduate to win 
a Super Bowl ring in the past 
five years. (See a photo in All 
about Alumni.) Hostler joined 
an exclusive club that includes 
Jason Capizzi ’11, Bob 
Ligashesky ’85, and Brandon 
Hunt ’03, M’06, who won 
championships as a player, a 
special teams coordinator, and 
a scout, respectively, with the 
Pittsburgh Steelers in 2009, and 
Ben McAdoo ’00, who earned 
one as an assistant coach with 

the Green Bay Packers in 2011.
Dave Baker ’67 recently 
finished his second season 
as head coach at Central 
High School in Martinsburg. 
This is Baker’s second stint 
as a head coach—he led the 
Williamsburg High program 
for 31 seasons, from 1970 to 
2001. Blairsville High School 
head coach Ab Dettorre ’76, 
M’85 recently completed 
his 25th season leading the 
Bobcats. He has a 147-99 career 
record at his alma mater. In 
December, Tom Gibbons ’89 
completed his second season 
as the director of pro personnel 
for the NFL’s Buffalo Bills.

Soccer
Crystal Heder ’08, M’12 
has followed in the footsteps 
of her father, IUP women’s 
head coach Adel Heder, by 
joining the coaching ranks. 
She recently completed her 
first season as the girls’ coach at 
Kittanning High School, which 
revived the program after it 
had been inactive for many 
years. m

BY MATTHEW BURGLUND

For up-to-the-minute news on IUP sports,
visit www.iupathletics.com. There you’ll 

find all the newest news Namedroppers can’t 
bring you because of deadline constraints.
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Steph Beaudette, a junior, led all IUP runners, finishing 60th at the 
NCAA Championships in Joplin, Missouri, in November. 

The golf team claimed its sixth consecutive conference title with 
a win at the annual tournament in October. Zack Kempa, a junior, 
took home the individual title. 

The field hockey team advanced to the quarterfinals of the NCAA 
Division II tournament. Senior Nicole Bruce was one of four players 
named to the all-conference team and one of two chosen for the 
Longstreth/NFHCA Division II All-America team. 
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B
arbara Duda Moore ’84 
oversees accountability at 
IUP. As director of Planning 
and Assessment, she and a 
small staff occupy a suite on 

the fourth floor of Sutton Hall. They gather 
statistics, make projections, and make sure 
IUP is meeting its obligations and reporting 
its progress to all entities that require such 
information. For Moore and her staff, days 
are filled with data—gathering it, analyzing 
it, and reporting it.

Moore and company cater to entities that 
require a constant supply of information—
agencies that grant accreditation; the 
College Board and consumer guides; the 
Voluntary System of Accountability, an 
initiative of public four-year universities 
to provide comparative data; and the 
Pennsylvania State System of Higher 
Education, the agency in Harrisburg to 
which IUP and its 13 sister institutions 
report.

For the last two decades, State System 
universities have had to meet certain 
performance measures—an exercise 
that helps to justify the portion of the 
budget they receive annually from the 
commonwealth. In total, IUP receives 
roughly 29 percent of its budget from the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.

“It’s important to be accountable to our 
taxpayers, the parents, and the students,” 
said Moore, who supplies that proof to 
the commonwealth each year. “As higher 
education dollars have been dwindling, 
it’s very important to be able to provide 
evidence that we are meeting the mission of 
our university and of PASSHE.”

Every year, the State System awards the 
universities basic budgets and sets aside 
funds to reward those that meet the 
required measures, based on comparisons to 
the previous year’s performance and to that 
of their peers. According to Moore, IUP’s 
performance last year garnered $5.1 million 
out of a performance funding pool of 
$36.5 million.

This year, IUP is working on the following 
performance measures in an effort to reap 
that performance reward:

 • Number of degrees conferred,  
  which shows progress toward meeting  
  a long-range expectation to increase 
  the number of degrees awarded.   
  Statistics cited by the commonwealth  
  show that, by 2025, 57 percent of the  
  adult population will need to have a

Performance   
        Has Its 

Rewards
By Regan Houser

To ensure IUP and its sister institutions are 
serving the public’s best interest and earning 
their taxpayer funding, the Pennsylvania 
State System of Higher Education evaluates 
performance and rewards the universities 
accordingly through budget allocations.

  postsecondary education to meet  
  expected workforce needs.
 
 • Achievement gaps, another long- 
  range measure, which challenges IUP  
  to reduce graduation-rate gaps for low- 
  income and minority students
 
 • Access gaps, similar to the previously  
  mentioned measure, only pertaining  
  to enrollment rather than graduation
 
 • Faculty diversity, using race and  
  gender as indicators
 
 • Stewardship, based on the three-year  
  average of private funds raised by the  
  university
 
 • Student persistence, or a student’s  
  continuing in college, from the first to  
  the third year  and the first to the fourth  
  year
 
 • Support expenditures as a percent of  
  cost of education, or the expenditure of 
  unrestricted budget allocations on  
  administrative functions
 
 • Instructional productivity, a   
  measure of the number of instructional  
  faculty members against the number of  
  credits students take
 
 • External grant support, which   
  challenges IUP to obtain more federal  
  funding per full-time faculty member 
 
 • Number of individual donors of
  private gifts, which compares the  
  number of people who have made  
  donations to IUP through the   
  Foundation for IUP over a three-year  
  period and challenges IUP to exceed  
  previous numbers

“It’s our duty to prove that we are worthy 
to receive the allocation that we do,” Moore 
said. “We at IUP also embrace the challenge 
to be rewarded based on our performance.

“We tell our prospective students and 
our alumni that we are committed to a 
high standard of excellence, that we are 
committed to creating opportunities, and 
that we are committed to serving the public 
through scholarly pursuits. We need to live 
up to those promises—and we do.” m

Double the Impact
Gifts to the Foundation for IUP made 
through IUP’s Office of Annual Giving carry 
more impact this year than ever. 

One of the performance measures that 
could step up IUP’s allocation from the 
commonwealth is increasing the number of 
people who support the university through 
donations. IUP earned an additional 
$5.1 million in performance funding 
because of measures it exceeded last year.

Readers who would like to double the 
impact of their tax-deductible gifts in 
support of IUP may use the envelope 
enclosed in this edition of IUP Magazine 
or visit www.iup.edu/giveagift to make an 
immediate donation.

These gifts can directly assist students 
through scholarships and other means. See 
www.iup.edu/supportiup for examples.
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ALL ABOUT ALUMNI

1950s 
Every year since 1952, a group 
of friends from Indiana State 
Teachers College meets at 
least annually for lunch near 
Pittsburgh. Those gathering 

in 2012 were Jeanne 
McNeil Allison ’51, Mary 
Lou Ortman Valenti ’51, 
Shirley Benson Bianchi ’52, 
RuthAnn Baird Molloy ’52, 
and Texanna Burgh Deener 
’53. 

1960s
To mark 50 years of the IUP 
study abroad program with 
the University of Valladolid, 
Spain, a group of alumni who 
had made the journey between 
1964 and 1972 and a former 
faculty escort met in the city 
for a week of celebration. The 
travelers took in meals, tours, 
and wine tastings, visited 
with the mayor, and were 
recognized at a university 
event. Those in attendance 

were Barbara Banks Moran 
’65, Theresa Zucco Pabin 
’65, Joan Stossel Pun ’65, 
Judy George Godfrey ’68 
and husband Roger, Diane 
Dietrick Runyan ’69, M’73, 
Pamela Kolega ’70, M’77, 
Paula Husar Fromm ’71 
and husband Bill, Susan 
McMillen Villar ’73, and 
retired Spanish professor Peter 
Broad and wife Yolanda. 

The IUP Department of Music 
named the Brass and Jazz Room 
in Cogswell Hall for Jim Self 
’65 and his wife, Jamie, in 
October. The Selfs had made a 
$100,000 gift to IUP in 2011 to 
form a scholarship brass quintet 
for undergraduates. One of the 
world’s premier tuba players, 
Jim holds positions with the 
Hollywood Bowl, Pacific 
Symphony, Pasadena, and LA 
Opera orchestras.

1970s
The National Academy 
of Inventors named Ohio 
University’s John Kopchick 
’72 a charter fellow in 
December. John and a graduate 
student’s 1987 discovery of a 
growth hormone antagonist 
led to the development of 
the Pfizer drug Somavert, a 
treatment for thousands living 
with acromegaly, a form of 
gigantism. The license for the 
technology has generated more 
than $73 million in royalty 
income for the university and 
its inventors, to date. The Goll 
Ohio Professor of Molecular 
Biology holds 16 U.S. patents 
and 1 foreign patent and has 7 
pending. A 1987 Distinguished 
Alumnus and 2008 recipient 
of an honorary doctorate, he is 
married to Charlene Labay 
Kopchick ’73. 

The GI Go Fund honored 
Stephen Abel ’73 with the 
2012 Leadership in Military 
and Veteran Education Award 
for his work as director of the 
Office of Veterans and Military 
Programs and Services at 
Rutgers University. The retired 
Army colonel helped to make 
Rutgers one of the nation’s 
leading universities in veterans’ 
services. His efforts have 
included creating the signature 
Veterans House, which assists 
with mentorship opportunities, 
financial aid, and other services 

DESIGNATION OF CODES   |   AA ASSOCIATE OF ARTS DEGREE      cA ACADEMY OF CULINARY ARTS      D DOCTORAL DEGREE      M  MASTER’S DEGREE

Have you noticed this icon at the end of a class note? It means that more information and often photos 
are available on the IuP Magazine website under Alumni Extra, www.iup.edu/magazine/alumniextra.

1940s 
Nearly 40 watercolor, acrylic, and oil paintings by Clearfield 
artist Willard Dominick ’46 were part of a recent exhibit at 
the Winkler Gallery of Fine Art in DuBois. The works spanned 
60 years of Willard’s life. At age 92, he continues to paint 
and exhibit in local, regional, and national shows. His art 
has been in exhibitions of the Butler Institute of American 
Art, Mainstreams U.S.A., William Penn Memorial Museum, 
Southern Alleghenies Museum of Art, Westmoreland Art 
Nationals, and Pennsylvania Watercolor Society. He also 
donated paintings, sculptures, and illustrated journals from 
his service in the South Pacific during World War II to the 
U.S. Army Heritage and Education Center in Carlisle. Willard 
was drafted into the Army four months before he was to 
graduate from Indiana State Teachers College, and he returned 
after active duty to complete his degree in 1946. His painting 
Broomrakes, now hanging in IUP President Michael Driscoll’s 
office in Sutton Hall, was selected for the University Museum’s 
1996 Charles A. Davis Memorial Purchase Award, named for 
longtime IUP music professor Charles Davis ’34. Willard 
was employed by the Clearfield Area School District for 36 
years as an art teacher and supervisor of art. He was married to 
Caroline McCunn Dominick ’41, now deceased, and is the 
father of Susan Dominick Mussoline ’71.

Retired teacher Constance 
Neal Casserly ’70 has 
written a book, The House 
of Comprehension, 
published by Compass, 
an imprint of Brigantine 
Media. The book includes 
40 student/teacher 
activities and is designed 
to help English teachers 
of grades six through 
nine teach their students 
how to fully understand 
literature. An Indiana 
native, Constance 
attended Keith School, 
which later became the 
University School, and 
went on to teach for more 
than 30 years with a 
focus on English, creative 
writing, and journalism. 
In 1993, she published a 
young adult novel, A Fine 
Line, about teenage dating 
abuse. She now writes 
curriculum, contributes 
to blogs, and maintains 
her own website, 
teachitwrite.com.

Many would associate 
the name Olive Reitz 
Hadley M’67 with that 
of her husband, longtime 
IUP faculty member and 
administrator S. Trevor 
Hadley ’37, for whom the 
student union building 
was named in 1985. But 
Olive, who died December 
23, also played a significant 
role at the university—
particularly for the many 
students she tutored and the 
many more she welcomed 
into her home during her 
husband’s tenure from 
1946 to 1978. After moving 
from Indiana to Pittsburgh 

to help student veterans 
achieve success. Read more 
about him on the back inside 
cover of the magazine.

In a guest post on a Library 
of Congress blog, From the 

Catbird Seat, Blane Dessy ’73 
discussed his appreciation for 
poetry and recalled lectures at 
IUP by English professor and 
poet Rosaly Roffman. Blane is 
the executive director of the 
Library of Congress Federal 
Library and Information 
Network. “I was a kid,” he 
wrote, “but I knew I was in the 
presence of a scholar and a poet 
for whom poetry was sublime.” 
Meantime, Roffman’s latest 
book of poetry, I Want to Thank 
My Eyes, received a rave review 
in December’s Pittsburgh 
Magazine.

The Clearfield Chamber of 
Commerce recently named 
John Kordish ’73 its 
Distinguished Citizen of the 
Year. John stepped down after 
30 years as executive director 
of the Clearfield Area Agency 
on Aging to go into part-time 
private practice with his wife, 
Susan Girrell Kordish ’68, 
M’92, in their new company, 
Premier Planning and 
Management, LLC. 

The National Association for 
Healthcare Quality recently 
presented Susan Sandbach 
Mellott ’73 with its Claire 
Glover Distinguished Member 
Award for her contributions 
to the field of health care 
quality. President of Mellott 
and Associates in Houston, 
Susan has extensive experience 
in medical staff credentialing, 
professional practice 
evaluations, and performance 
improvement.

Words of Love, a book by Mark 
Rutkoski ’73, was recently 
published by Les Figues Press 
of Los Angeles. Taking its 
title from a 1966 song by the 
Mamas and the Papas, the 
book is an index of the words 
and their frequency from the 
complete sonnets of William 
Shakespeare. According to 

the publisher, “Rutkoski 
disassembles the construct 
of love as erected by its most 
iconic architect.” Words of Love 
is available at www.lesfigues.
com.

After 30 years in the 
construction industry, 
Neal Bronder ’74 has been 
promoted to project executive 
at Renier Construction in 
Columbus, Ohio, which 
serves clients throughout 
the Midwest. Neal’s earliest 
ancestors were carpenters, and 
his father, grandfather, and 
great-grandfather all worked in 
construction. He is a volunteer 
with the Boy Scouts of America 
and Abundant Life Church in 
Hilliard.

An attorney with Pittsburgh-
based Meyer, Unkovic & Scott, 
Andrea Ocepek Geraghty 
’74 was included in the Best 
Lawyers in America 2013 
guide in the fields of eminent 
domain and condemnation 
law, litigation—real estate, and 
real estate law. The listing is 
based on a peer-review survey 
of more than 36,000 attorneys.

Hanover High art teacher Sara 
Wallace Little ’74, known 
to many as Sam, was twice 
featured in December in local 
newspaper the Evening Sun for 
her involvement in unusual 
art projects. Encountering a 
student who emerged from 
her transition from Taiwan to 
Eastern Pennsylvania with 
a late decision to pursue a 
postsecondary education in art, 
Sam helped her to prepare a 
portfolio in three months’ time 
to present at National Portfolio 
Day in Baltimore. Sam also 
assisted the daughter of late 
painter Patrick Canavan with a 
show and sale of the work her 
father had done after going into 
hiding from the art world in 
the 1990s. Sam had frequently 

following her husband’s 
death in 1996, Olive 
donated to the University 
Museum a number of 
baskets and ceramic vessels 
from the couple’s travels 
to the Southwest. Three 
of the Hadleys’ children 
also graduated from IUP: 
Trevor Hadley ’68, a 
former psychiatry professor; 
William Hadley ’70, a 
former high school math 
teacher and educational 
consultant married to 
Georgeann Kattic 
Hadley ’69; and Thomas 
Hadley ’74, a university 
faculty member and 
longtime Student Affairs 
administrator. A fourth son, 
Charles, is an attorney, and 
daughter Elaine is chair of 
the English Department at 
the University of Chicago. 
“IUP enabled all of us to 
experience, as undergrads 
and/or as children living 
amongst its programs and 
its community, the promise 
of higher education,” Elaine 
Hadley wrote. A third 
generation of Hadleys also 
attended IUP: William and 
Georgeann’s son David 
Hadley ’02 and his wife, 
Jayme Jablonski Hadley 
’02, M’07.
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taken her students to visit 
Canavan’s studio.

A number of IUP alumni 
gathered October 6 at the 
home of Dane Konop ’75 and 
his wife, Janet Springsteen, 
along the Potomac River near 
Shepherdstown, West Virginia, 
for a picnic celebrating the 
couple’s 25th anniversary. 
Guests included Mark Bedont 
’69, M’76, Jim Colaianne ’70 
and June Metcalf Colaianne 
’75, Bob Prosperi ’76, and 
Keith Robinson ’77. Dane 
is retired from the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration. Read more 
and see a photo on the Alumni 
Extra website. 

Retiring in 2010, Don Wilhour 
’75 reflected on the success of 
his students during his years at 
Selinsgrove Area High School 
as head of the math department 
and head boys’ track coach. Don 
had initiated an AP Calculus 
program and a college-level 
statistics program that evolved 
into AP Statistics. While he 
taught the subjects, more than 
85 percent of his students scored 
well enough on their AP exams 
to earn college credits while in 
high school, he said. His track 
team set a state record of 158 
consecutive wins and, during 
his 24 years as head coach, had 
a record of 214-3-1. Including 
his later service as an assistant, 
Don coached for 38 years. 
He also started a girls’ track 
program at Selinsgrove, which 
he coached for two years. See 
more from Don in the Letters 
section.

Music Department chair and 
director of Band Studies at IUP, 
Jack Stamp ’76 was guest 
conductor for the U.S. Army 
Field Band during a concert 
January 18 near Baltimore. 
Each year, the band invites a 
nationally recognized band 
conductor to guest conduct a 
concert with the music of his 
or her choice. The 65-member 

ensemble performed two of 
his original works: “Cheers!” 
and Symphony No. 1, “In 
Memoriam David Diamond.”

Primarily a school bus driver 
and caregiver in Garrett County, 
Maryland, Gary Wotherspoon 
’77 is active in the Garrett 
Community Concert Band and 
Garrett Community Chorus. He 
also plays in a local Dixieland 
jazz band and fire department 
band. “Yes, it gets boring here in 
the wintertime,” he wrote.

Former IUP football players 
Don Kenney ’78, M’80, Mark 
Sartori ’78, U.S. Air Force 
Colonel Tom Wozniak ’80, and 
Dan Burns ’82 got together 
in December before IUP’s 
NCAA Division II quarterfinal 
against Winston Salem State at 
the Rams’ home field in North 
Carolina. See a photo on the 
Alumni Extra website.

IUP sponsored an alumni event 
in New York City in December 
that included attending The 
Outgoing Tide, a play by 
Bruce Graham ’79, and a 
reception afterward. Starring 
John Mahoney and Rondi 
Reed, Outgoing Tide won the 
Jefferson Award for Best New 
Play. It moved off-Broadway 
in November starring Michael 
Learned, Ian Lithgow, and 
Peter Strauss. Bruce was a 2000 
recipient of the Distinguished 
Alumni Award.

1980s
Known as Sung-Joon Joo 
around Elkin Hall during his 
time at IUP, Nelson Joo ’80 
was recently named a clinical 
assistant professor by the School 
of Dentistry at the University 
of Colorado. He has been in 
private dental practice in the 
metropolitan Denver area since 
1986. 

A former English professor 
and administrator at Idaho 
State University, Gary Olson 
D’80 is now president of 

Daemen College in Amherst, 
New York. In his more than 
30 years in academics, Gary 
also was dean of the College 
of Arts and Sciences and an 
English professor at Illinois 
State University. In addition, 
he taught and directed writing 
centers at other universities. He 
is a 2012 recipient of the IUP 
Distinguished Alumni Award.

Michele Kessler Takei 
M’80, who goes by Shelley, 
recently wrote a book, 
She-Q: Why Women Should 
Mentor Men and Change the 
World, published by Praeger 
Publishing. According to the 
author, women are better able 
than men to combine thinking 
and feeling. The book describes 
how the female brain better 
integrates the left and right 
hemispheres, allowing She-Q 
to transcend both IQ and EQ 
(emotional intelligence). She 
also discusses how women 
can use their intelligence 
to mentor the men in their 
lives. In addition to her IUP 
degree, Shelley holds a Ph.D. 
in transpersonal psychology 
and women’s studies. She 
has been a faculty member at 
various universities, directed a 
single parent and homemaker 
program, and has run a private 
psychological practice. She 
is also owner of and a trainer 
in the Mandala Assessment 
Research Instrument, a 
Jungian-based psychological 
assessment. The book is 
available at Amazon.com.

A global advisor for 
ExxonMobil, Ed Anderson 
’81 received a Reaching 
Beyond Award, presented to 
only 1 percent of employees, 
for his work in the supply 
chain process. He and his wife, 
Maureen Hanna Anderson 
’78, M’82, live in Chantilly, 
Virginia.

In addition to turning 50 last 
year, William Shepherd ’84, 
M’86 wrote or cowrote four 
articles: “Becoming a Capital 

City: The Photographs of 
Terence Vincent Powderly,” 
with Mary Beth Corrigan, 
in the December edition of 
Washington History; “Thomas 
McKean, 1734-1817, Lawyer 
and Statesman,” in the Winter 
newsletter of the Scotch-Irish 
Society of the United States of 
America; “Terence Powderly: 
Labor Leader, Civil Servant, 
Photographer,” in the Summer 
edition of Potomac Catholic 
Heritage; and “Ask the Experts: 
Researching Your Family 
Tree,” in the Summer issue of 
CUA Magazine. The associate 
archivist at Catholic University 
of America in Washington, D.C., 
William also wrote five book 
reviews.

Last year, John Widman 
’85 earned a master’s degree 
in music education from 
Towson University in 
Maryland. In the summer, the 
Frederick resident toured the 
Netherlands, giving 18 concerts 
on 18 different carillons 

ARRIVALS

1990s
To Renee Schmidt Portfilio 
’92 and Paul Portfilio, a son, 
Giuseppe Paul, October 8, 
2012. To Mark Coy ’93, M’97 
and Karyn Plivelic Coy ’94, 
a son, Hunter Marcus, June 
15, 2012. To Brian Grieco ’94 
and Jennifer Ott Grieco ’98, 
a daughter, Isabella Lucille, 
September 25, 2012.

2000s 
To Heidi Brooks Peters 
’00 and Spencer Peters, a 
daughter, Hadley Shea, 
April 11, 2012. To Jeanene 
Federlein Smail ’00 
and Joseph Smail, a son, 
Finnegan, September 10, 
2011. To Harry Yeakel 
’01 and Shannon Miller 
Yeakel ’01, a son, Keegan 
Joseph, August 17, 2012. To 
Angela Demma Kyne ’02 
and Shawn Kyne, a son, 
Camden Patrick, October 5, 

Have you noticed this icon at the end of a class note? It means that more information and often photos 
are available on the IuP Magazine website under Alumni Extra, www.iup.edu/magazine/alumniextra.

in Hengelo, Winschoten, 
Dokkum, Deventer, Rotterdam, 
Amersfoort, Baarn, Geldrop, 
Amsterdam, Ede, Nijkerk, 
Apeldoorn, Garderen, 
Nijmegen, Cuijk, and Venlo.

Ilse Hilliard, mother of late 
physician, pilot, and NASA 
astronaut Patricia Hilliard 
Robertson ’85, recently 
donated to IUP Special 
Collections her daughter’s 
NASA flight suit, photographs, 
a scrapbook, and an American 
flag from the International 
Space Station given to her by 
her daughter’s colleagues. 
Patricia died in 2001 from 
injuries suffered in a plane 
crash. She was a recipient of the 
Distinguished Alumni Award 
in 2000.

Jeff Krakoff ’86 was promoted 
to senior director of Brand 
Marketing Practice at the 
Pittsburgh office of global 
public relations firm Burson-
Marsteller.

For more than a decade, 
physical therapy doctoral 
students at Wheeling Jesuit 
University in West Virginia 
have been traveling to the 
Yucatan and Peru to gain 
practical experience in health 
facilities. Monica Metrick 
Kennison ’80 is hoping to 
create similar opportunities 
for her Wheeling Jesuit 
nursing students.

“Students need to learn how 
to work in teams to improve 
health outcomes of patients 
and populations in our local 
communities and around the 
world,” she said.

As chair of the Department of 
Nursing, Monica traveled to 
the Yucatan in January 2012 
with health science faculty 
members and administrators 
to get an idea of what those 
practical experiences would 
involve.

At the clinics, she helped 
with hands-on rehabilitation 
services and consultation 
for patients with long-term 
illnesses, complex cases, and 
mental health needs. For 
example, she developed self-

help strategies with a woman 
struggling with depression 
and low self-esteem and 
assisted an elderly man with 
a slow-healing foot wound.

“We were impressed by the 
welcoming and uplifting 
spirit of the staff and 
patients,” she said.

Before working at Wheeling 
Jesuit, Monica held positions 
including dean of nursing 
at the Community College 
of Allegheny County 
and professor, director of 
nursing, and chairperson of 
the Department of Health 
Sciences at West Liberty 
University in West Virginia.

While she and her husband, 
Mark, raised four children, 
Monica worked full-time and 
completed a master’s degree 
in nursing and a doctorate in 
curriculum and instruction 
at West Virginia University.

“IUP helped me get my start,” 
she said. “It allowed me to 
see the world in a different 
way and see the possibilities 
around me. I will always be 
grateful.”

Monica Metrick Kennison ’80, chair of the Department of 
Nursing at Wheeling Jesuit University, next to her school’s 
medallion 

A geography faculty 
member at the University 
of Northern Iowa, Henry 
Owusu M’80 recently 
wrote a book, Africa, 
Tropical Timber, Turfs, 
and Trade: Geographic 
Perspectives on Ghana’s 
Timber Industry and 
Development, published 
by Lexington Books. 
His book examines 
the economic progress 
in sub-Saharan Africa 
resulting from domestic 
and international policies 
aimed at removing 
obstacles to development 
in the region. It explores 
the argument that 
the root of Africa’s 
underdevelopment 
problem is the structure 
of its political economy. 
While this has been a 
much-discussed topic, 
the book takes a fresh 
approach by looking at 
it from a geographical 
perspective. In the 
book’s preface, Henry 
thanks Ruth Shirey ’65, 
Geography and Regional 
Planning professor 
emerita, for facilitating 
his graduate studies in the 
United States. A native 
of Ghana, he received 
his Ph.D. from the 
University of Iowa. The 
book is available at www.
lexingtonbooks.com.
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2012. To Emily Jaros Smith 
’03, M’05 and Forrest Smith, 
a daughter, Mary Louise, 
November 3, 2012. To Cindy 
Erickson Longo ’04 and John 
Longo Jr., a son, Kellan William, 
December 15, 2012. 

To Ashlee Moody Newman 
’04 and Eric Newman, a 
daughter, Emma Grace, August 
2, 2012. To Joy Flowers 
Gorzalski ’07 and Matt 
Gorzalski ’07, a son, Aaron 
Joseph, December 6, 2012. 
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published in December by 
Schiffer Books. He had two 
additional Schiffer titles, 
Philadelphia Area Cemeteries 
in 2004 and Monuments and 
Memorials of Washington, 
D.C., in 2007, and released 
Fabjob Guide to Become a Life 
Coach in 2003. His short fiction 
and poetry have appeared in 
numerous publications. Allan 
lives in Hatboro with his wife, 
Tatiana, and their cat, Rocky.

Valerie Bender Howard 
’88 was promoted to assistant 
dean of External Affairs and 
professor in the School of 
Nursing and Health Sciences 
at Robert Morris University. 
She also was elected president 
of the International Nursing 
Association of Clinical 
Simulation and Learning, a 
1,500-member international 
organization committed to 
fostering the evidence-based 
use of simulation in nursing 
education and service.

AbbVie manager Matt 
Kovatch ’88 recently 
completed his International 
MBA through the Lake 
Forest (Illinois) Graduate 
School of Management, in 
affiliation with the Business 
School of São Paolo, Brazil. 
He manages his company’s 
Global Environmental, 
Health, and Safety compliance 
assurance program, as 
well as the environmental 
due diligence activities 
associated with mergers, 
acquisitions, and licensing of 
biopharmaceuticals. Matt lives 
in the Chicago suburbs.

Recently named advancement 
director at Blessed Sacrament 
School in Erie, Lisa Diehl 
Keating ’88 is responsible for 
fund-raising and marketing. 
She has 22 years of experience 
in public relations, customer 
service, sales, event planning, 
and fund-raising.

Barb Pearles Melnick ’88 
is now manager of Member 

Communications Operations 
at CVS Caremark in Scottsdale, 
Arizona.

The latest book by Patrick 
Pacalo ’88, Kawfee Talk: 
Cold Warfare V: Meandering 
through the World of Distance 
Learning, compiles his work in 
the field of distance education 
since 2002. Patrick plans to do 
further research on the Cold 
War and write about China, 
Korea, and containment as the 
series continues. He teaches 
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political science online for 
Trumbull Business College in 
Warren, Ohio.

1990s
Senior risk control strategic 
consultant at PMA Companies, 
Gene Mattis ’90 relocated 
to Chicago as the company 
expanded its Pittsburgh-
based operations and opened 
an office in Schaumburg, 
Illinois. The move gives him 
additional responsibilities 

in developing PMA’s brand 
recognition and exceeding new 
business expansion goals in the 
Midwest. 

Wed last spring at the castle at 
Maryvale, near Baltimore, John 
Rekus M’90 is a consulting 
engineer in private practice, 
and his wife, Mary Jo Putney, is 
a New York Times best-selling 
romance novelist. They share 
their Ruxton, Maryland, estate 
with their four cats.

Northern Cambria resident 
Andrew Jacobs ’91 received 
a merit award for Best of 
Sculpture at the Southern 
Alleghenies Museum of Art’s 
Biennial 2012, considered to 
be one of Pennsylvania’s top 
exhibitions for contemporary 
local artists. The museum is on 
the campus of Saint Francis 
University in Loretto.

A faculty member in the 
Counseling Department at 
IUP, Holly Branthoover ’93 
will become president-elect 
of the North Atlantic Region 
for Counselor Education 
and Supervision in July and 
president the following year.

Mark Coy ’93, M’97 was 
named chief human resources 
officer for Summa Technologies 
in Pittsburgh. See the Arrivals 
section for more good news 
from Mark and his wife, Karyn 
Plivelic Coy ’94.

Robert Goldberg ’93 recently 
relocated to Orlando, Florida, 
to accept a position with Walt 
Disney Parks and Resorts as a 
finance manager in the credit 
card management department.

IFG Mortgage Corp., a 
residential mortgage lender 
established in 1999 by 
cofounder David Rzepski 
’93, has again been named 
by Inc. Magazine as one of 
America’s fastest growing 
privately owned companies. 
“This award further validates 
our company’s aggressive 
yet disciplined approach to 
strategic expansion,” David said. 
Headquartered in Newtown, 
the company has 10 branch 
locations from Pennsylvania to 
California.

A psychologist from Allegheny 
Township, Robert Gregory 
’94, M’96, D’08 recently took 
first place in the 181-pound 
Master’s Division of the 
deadlift competition at the 
World Natural Powerlifting 
Federation World Tournament 

AIReS Chief Executive Officer 
Bryan Putt ’86 returned to 
IUP in the fall to speak to 
business students as part of 
the Eberly College of Business 
and Information Technology 
Executive in Residence 
program. He discussed success 
in business and his experiences 
with AIReS, which provides 
corporate relocation and 
moving solutions to companies 
worldwide. He also addressed 
guiding the company through 
difficult times, such as the 
economic downturn following 
the September 11, 2001, 
attacks and the current global 
recession. “Our intent is to sell 
our way through a recession,” 
he said. “You can’t save your 
way through a downturn. You 
have to go out and sell.”

Upstate New York artist Jason 
Tennant ’86 was recently 
featured in Cowboys & Indians 
magazine for his sculptures 
that reveal “the essence of the 
wild.” His new series, Nike of 
the Forest and The Call, have 
at their core remnants of the 
American chestnut tree, which 
was decimated by a blight 
in the early 1900s. Jason said 
he uses the wood grain to 
mimic wildlife, such as a bird’s 
plumage or an animal’s fur. 
Learn more about his work at 
www.jasontennant.com.

Chair of Reed Smith’s State Tax 
Practice, based in Philadelphia, 
Lee Zoeller ’86 has been 
selected as corporate counsel 
for the Institute of Professionals 
in Taxation. He will serve 
the institute at no charge 
while maintaining his full-
time role at Reed Smith. By 
tradition, he will also serve 
as parliamentarian at the 
institute’s Annual Meeting 
of Members. Lee is a former 
president of IPT and a 2011 
recipient of the Distinguished 
Service Award. He also served 
six years on the organization’s 
Board of Governors.

A police supervisor and 
sergeant, William Gorman 
’87, M’05 is celebrating 20 years 
with the City of Pittsburgh 
police department.

For his achievements in audio 
mixing and sound design for 
broadcast documentaries, 
Karl Kalbaugh ’87, of Silver 
Spring, Maryland, received the 
Discovery Arts and Sciences 
Award for Post-Production.

Sojourner House, a faith-based 
treatment center in Pittsburgh 
for mothers addicted to drugs 
or alcohol, recently hired 
Susan Orr ’87 as director of 
development. In addition to 

her IUP degree, she holds a 
master’s in journalism and 
communications from Point 
Park University. She and her 
family live in Aspinwall.

Award-winning graphic 
designer Linda Toki ’87 was 
recently featured on news 
source McLean (Virginia) Patch 
for her growing interest in 
photography. She said that fine 
art, teaching, and perhaps event 
photography will be in her 
future when she retires from 
graphic design.

Allan Heller ’88 had a 
fourth book, Monuments and 
Memorials of Philadelphia, 

An IUP reunion of sorts took place recently at a wedding in 
Roi Et, Thailand, of all places. David Patsiga ’87, a lieutenant 
colonel in the Army and son of longtime IUP chemistry 
professor Robert Patsiga, had made several trips to Thailand as 
a consultant to Thai harbor security forces. On November 11, 
he and the woman who had been his interpreter, Angtikorn 
Changtong, known to many as Tor, were married. Tor’s cousin 
Watcharee Katinonkul M’03 attended the ceremony, which 
is when she and David discovered their IUP connection. 
Watcharee received her Ph.D. in chemistry from Oregon State 
University and now works as a scientist-researcher for the Thai 
government. David, who was a Chemistry major, is a full-
time officer in the Washington State National Guard in Camp 
Murray. Robert Patsiga retired from IUP in 1999 and is now 
living in King, North Carolina, with his wife, Doris.

From left: Robert Patsiga, IUP professor emeritus of chemistry; 
Angtikorn Patsiga and husband David Patsiga ’87; Watcharee 
Katinonkul M’03; and Doris Patsiga
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based business consulting and 
software engineering firm. 
Chad, who has eight years of 
experience in the information 
technology industry, will 
work to expand and foster the 
company’s client and industry 
relationships.

A number of alumni took part 
in the wedding of Ashlee 
Moody ’04 and Eric Newman 
in 2010. Bridesmaids included 
Heidi King-Dembowski ’03, 
Tara Bowser Anthony ’04, 
Sara Meyer ’04, Amy Diehl 
unger ’05, and Toni Ballard 
Sudar. Michael ulf ’05 was 

a groomsman. See more of 
the couple’s good news under 
Arrivals.

When Lisa Persang ’04 
married Rick Hoffman in 
September, Lindsey Nusselt 
’04 was the maid of honor. Lisa 
and Rick live in South Park.

Rebecca Day Babcock D’05 
rounded out 2012 with the 
publishing of a second and 
third book: A Synthesis of 
Qualitative Studies of Writing 
Center Tutoring, published by 
Peter Lang and written with 
Kellye Manning, Travis Rogers, 
Courtney Goff, and Amanda 
McCain, and Tell Me How It 
Reads: Tutoring Writing with 
Deaf and Hearing Students in 
the Writing Center, published 
by Gallaudet University 
Press. Rebecca is an associate 
professor of English at the 
University of Texas of the 
Permian Basin.

The wedding of Rick Gerlach 
’06 and Danielle Strenko-
Gerlach ’07 in July at the 
Strenko family farm included 
IUP alumni Jessica Degol ’07, 
Mike Griffiths ’07, Alesha 
McCurdy ’07, M’09, Kari 
Caldwell ’08, M’09, Anthony 
Stillanidis ’08, and Elizabeth 
Deck ’09. Rick is an adolescent 
addictions counselor for 
Valley Healthcare Systems, 
and Danielle is social media 
manager for JRP Auctions.

A financial advisor at L&M 
Financial, Joseph Lipsitz 
’07 has earned the certified 
financial planner designation. 
CFPs are required to master 
nearly 100 financial planning 
topics. The designation also 
recognizes meeting standards 
for the competent and ethical 
practice of personal financial 
planning. Joseph was a summa 
cum laude graduate from the 
Robert E. Cook Honors College.

Before he died on March 
27, 2011, at age 24, Michael 
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Dunlap ’09, M’11 had hoped 
to write a book about his 
four-year battle with brain 
cancer. Instead, his mother, 
Sue Dunlap, has written his 
story, Love and Miss You, 
available online at www.
loveandmissyou.net. Michael 
received his master’s degree in 
English posthumously from 
IUP. Sue and Wilbert Dunlap 
’77 live in Pittsburgh.

REUNIONS
Theta Chi fraternity is 
planning the unveiling of 
a tribute portrait of fallen 
brother Gregory Spinelli ’70 
on May 4, 2013, in the Blue 
Room of Sutton Hall, followed 
by a reunion at the Indiana 
Holiday Inn. Gregory was an 
FBI special agent killed in 
the line of duty in 1973. Artist 
and Theta Chi brother Robert 
Clarke ’69 volunteered to 
create the portrait, which will 
be displayed in Wilson Hall, 
home to the Criminology 

Department. More information 
about the reunion is available 
under Alumni Events at www.
alumni.iup.edu.

The Northpointe campus, 
formerly the Armstrong 
County campus, will mark its 
50th anniversary with a gala 
September 20, 2013. All alumni 
of the campus are invited to an 
evening of activities including 
induction of new members 
into the Hall of Fame. More 
information is available at 
www.iup.edu/armstrong50th.

Before Baltimore wide receivers coach Jim Hostler ’90, left, 
went on to win his first Super Bowl, he met up with fellow IUP 
graduates Molly George Shattuck ’89 and Dean Cottrill 
’88 at the Ravens vs. Steelers game on December 2. Jim isn’t 
the only one with strong ties to the team. Molly, creator of 
the Vibrant Living philosophy (www.mollyshattuck.com), is 
a former Ravens cheerleader. Dean is president of Coldwell 
Banker Residential Brokerage in Greater Baltimore. 

As company manager of the national tour of Tony Award-
winning War Horse, Darren Doutt ’93 said he finds himself 
working 12-hour days, six days a week, to handle the business 
logistics of running the show. The play, about a young man 
who enlists to serve in World War I after his horse is sold to 
the cavalry, features horses that are life-sized puppets, each 
manipulated by three puppeteers. A resident of Los Angeles 
and Las Vegas, Darren said the tour has stops in 30 cities 
planned through 2013 and is scheduling more than 40 for the 
next season.

Above: War Horse character 
Albert, right, played by Andrew 
Veenstra, with horse Joey and 
puppeteers Christopher Mai, 
Derek Stratton, and Rob Laqui. 
At right: Darren Doutt ’93

of Champions on November 4 
in Youngstown, Ohio. He won 
with a lift of 480 pounds at 172 
pounds of body weight.

Images in America: Salem 
Township and Delmont, a book 
by Tracy Searight ’94, was 
recently released by Arcadia 
Publishing. Tracy is married to 
Kevin Dibert ’93.

The wedding of Melissa 
Shetrom ’99, M’00 and 
Aaron Bronstetter last fall in 
Lancaster was to be featured 
on Southcentral Pennsylvania 
reality show Dream Weddings 
in mid-March and afterward on 
its website, dreamweddingspa.
com. The Dream Weddings 
package, which they won 
at a bridal show, was worth 

Achievement in Monroeville 
and Pitcairn, Inc. She is 
working toward a doctorate in 
Curriculum and Instruction at 
IUP.

Joining Angela Demma Kyne 
’02 and her husband, Shawn, 
in welcoming their second 
son, Camden Patrick, was older 
brother Kilian John.

Formerly a client relations 
manager at KForce Staffing 
& Solutions, Chad Pearce 
’02 was hired as a business 
development manager at 
4CTechnologies, a Pittsburgh-

an estimated $15,000 and 
included three nights at the 
Riviera Maya, Melissa said. 
Among Melissa’s bridesmaids 
was Karen Coon ’99. Other 
alumnae in attendance were 
1999 graduates Beverly 
Miller Dunham, Karen 
Dominici Kline, Denise 
Posney O’Malley, Stephanie 
Pantano Onufer, and Hope 
Riley Smith.

2000s
In November, Epryl White 
King ’01 won a Racial Justice 
Award in education from the 
YWCA of Greater Pittsburgh. 
Epryl is a teacher at Evergreen 
Elementary School in the 
Gateway School District 
and president of Raising 

After four years as district 
dietitian at Brevard 
Public Schools, Lori 
Nelson ’02 was named 
Young Dietitian of the 
Year by the Florida 
Dietetic Association. She 
implemented nutritional 
curricula in classrooms, 
started more than 30 
school gardens, and 
worked with the National 
Dairy Council and the 
NFL to obtain more than 
$30,000 in grant funding 
for nutritional and 
wellness activities. But, in 
October, Lori took a new 
job as manager of Dairy 
Health and Wellness 
at the Dairy Council of 
Florida, a division of 
Florida Dairy Farmers. 
Now she is promoting the 
Fuel Up to Play 60 anti-
obesity program, finding 
creative ways to include 
more dairy products in 
school meals, and helping 
students to understand 
how milk goes from the 
farm to the table. “I enjoy 
being able to provide 
schools throughout the 
state with tools, resources, 
and knowledge that show 
the importance of dairy as 
part of a healthy lifestyle,” 
she said.

1980s
Deborah Roth ’80 to Don 
Morrison, December 28, 2012. 
Ronald McCulloch ’83 to 
Andrew Hevey, October 27, 
2012.

1990s
Terry Divelbliss ’90 to 
Cynthia Sanborn, July 4, 
2011. John Rekus M’90 to 
Mary Jo Putney, April14, 
2012. Melissa Shetrom ’99, 
M’00 to Aaron Bronstetter, 
September 29, 2012. 

WEDDINGS
2000s
Ashlee Moody ’04 to Eric 
Newman, May 29, 2010. 
Lisa Persang ’04 to Rick 
Hoffman, September 1, 
2012. Rick Gerlach ’06 to 
Danielle Strenko ’07, July 
21, 2012. Vanessa Britton 
’08, M’11 to Kristopher 
Bureau ’09, October 13, 2012.

B
R

IN
K

H
O

FF
/M

ö
G

EN
B

U
RG



DEATHS
1931: Anna Ludwick Solinger
1935: Miriam Hill Ross
1937: Glenn Hess
1941: Hope Markey Long, 
Margaret Lang Powell-King, 
Margaretta Williams
1942: Naomi Billingslee Wick
1943: Mary Tritschler Donnelly
1945: Ruth Sample Felkner, 
Annabel Smith
1946: Patricia Johnson Allison, 
Ruth Hixson Scholl, Emmeline 
Mehlman Sellers
1947: Sara Belle Salada 
Salsgiver
1949: Albert Sgro, Andrew 
Visnovsky
1950: Brian Burke
1952: Carol Mitchell Kline
1953: Margaret Johnston 
Baltzer, Carl Oakes
1956: Charles Wells Jr.
1957: Paul Loya
1958: Ursula Mondi Albino, 
John Rowley, Ruth Willard 
Speer, Theodore Westin Sr.
1959: Joan Karl Graff, Joanna 
Allen Miller, Harry Nicholson
1961: Mary Burkett St. Onge
1962: John Duttry
1963: Frederick Howell (M), 
Barbara-Jo Zimmer Lee, Mary 
Ramsey
1964: Roberta Lash Diehl, 
Stephen Justham, Jacob Shirk Jr.
1966: Helen Benick Pentrack, 
Mary Frauenholz Shurman
1967: Carol Lenzi Baumhauer, 
Olive Reitz Hadley (M), Edward 
Setlock
1968: William Love, Thomas 
Ellis Sr.
1969: Henrietta Barlock Bell, 
David Kling, Monty Sowalla
1970: Nancy Ramazzotti Harris, 
Nancy Rairigh
1971: Deborah Kridler Burchill, 
Gary Kephart, John McNabb, 
Robert Radaker, Diane  
Woodcock    
1972: Terrie Bennett Lubold, 
Mary Keblish Novinski, Kay 
Withow
1973: Susan Kehew, James 
Smith, Charles Walbeck
1978: Daryl Barrett, Joyce 
Johnson (M), Diane Long 
Troutman
1979: Michael McGinnis, David 
Warholic (M)
1982: Ronald Weber, Elizabeth 
Kleintop Wesner
1983: Deborah Kraus Mansur
1984: Susan Conover Cox (M)

1988: Michael Cranmer
1989: Wendy Fullerton
1991: Nicole Frank 
DeFrancesco, Christopher 
Longo, Lynly Safran McCoog
1993: Michael Burkley
1994: Carol Drye (AA), Brandon 
Falkner
1998: Charles Dumbri
2001: Alan Knox (CA)
2004: Jacquelyn Konop 
Buckley
2006: Darla Shields (D)
2008: Steven Firment
2012: Zykia Sanders

Note: Deaths of faculty members are 
reported in the Mentors section of 
this issue. Deaths of current or former 
staff members or administrators are 
listed below. In cases in which more 
than one IUP degree was earned, 
the year of only the first degree is 
indicated.

Other Deaths
Joseph Balaban, a student 
in the Vocational-Technical 
Education certificate program 
and a teacher at Western Area 
Career and Technology Center 
in Canonsburg, died December 
29, 2012.

Edward Bratton, 2011 
recipient of the IUP President’s 
Medal of Distinction, 
whose longtime support of 
the university included a 
$1-million gift toward the 
Kovalchick Convention and 
Athletic Complex, died January 
13, 2013.

Carol Drye AA’94, ’01, who 
retired in 2005 as a secretary in 
the Eberly College of Business 
and Information Technology 
after working at IUP for 20 
years, died October 23, 2012.

Anita Hudson, who worked at 
IUP from 1965 until she retired 
in 1993 as secretary in the Office 
of Publications, died December 
18, 2012.

Robert “Doc” Raemore, a 
local dentist who coached track 
and field at IUP from 1973 to 
2007, died February 9, 2013.

Ronald Snyder, a senior 
majoring in Physical Education 
and Sport, died November 1, 
2012.
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Stephen Abel ’73 had an illustrious military 

career. He retired as an Army colonel, subsequently became the New 

Jersey deputy commissioner for Veterans Affairs, and continues to 

serve his country by assisting the men and women in the U.S. armed 

forces by directing Rutgers University’s programs and services for 

veterans. See All about Alumni for an update on his progress.

In addition to being an annual donor, Steve has included IUP in his will. 

“I have lived a rather charmed life, and IUP played a significant role in 

making it so,” he said. “So, in a sense, I have a debt to pay.

“The gifts to IUP at the Leadership Society level and eventually from 

my estate are a way of thanking IUP for my success while making it 

possible for another generation to succeed and, I hope, contribute to 

this great country.”

Gifts made through will, estate, 

trust, or life income arrangements 

can help future generations of 

students to pursue their ambitions 

with an IUP education. As you would 

like to discuss charitable estate 

giving options, please contact Evan 

Bohnen, associate vice president for 

Development, at 724-357-2324 or  

855-477-5266 or send e-mail to  

evan.bohnen@iup.edu.
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Answer to Puzzle

MAKING HISTORY 

Darryl Webb ’11 became the first player in the history of IUP 
men’s basketball to have his number (15) retired. The two-time 
All-American and 2011 Division II Player of the Year was honored 
before a game against California in February. Michael Driscoll, IUP 
president, is at left.
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SUTTON HALL, ROOM 316
1011 SOUTH DRIVE
INDIANA, PENNSYLVANIA 15705-1046
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

STAY CONNECTED TO IUP WITH FACEBOOK, 
TWITTER, YOUTUBE, AND MORE.

VISIT: WWW.IUP.EDU/SOCIALMEDIA

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. Postage Paid
Permit No. 375
Burlington, VT 05401

Prospective students and their parents milled about the Kovalchick Convention and Athletic Complex’s DeChurch Lobby in February during 
one of two interview sessions for the new Sutton Scholarship program, designed to attract and reward high-achieving students. More than 
400 students in all interviewed for roughly 200 scholarship awards for fall 2013.

SCHOLARSHIP RAISES THE BAR
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