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As you read through this edition of IUP Magazine, you 
will find articles that are seemingly unrelated. Yet, I 
see a wonderful connection. You might wonder how 
a professor’s exposure to a Nobel Peace Prize winner is 
related to the experiences of a World War II nurse who 
returned to school well after her service. Likewise, what 
do the adventures of two students who are studying 
abroad under the steam of a scholarship have in 
common with citizens who have benefited from a federal 
job-retraining program?

To me, the stories in this edition provide focus. They 
provide a snapshot of what IUP has been and what we 
must become next.

The faculty members of our community of scholars 
have always strived to continue learning and to pass 
along a love of lifelong discovery to students—to ensure 
they are creative, informed, and agile and are equipped 
to succeed. As one of the alumni who gained a degree 
through the Trade Adjustment Assistance program said, 
IUP’s participation in this program shows the university 
cares about the community. 

In IUP Magazine, you have read articles about our 
research activities. We will pursue more such projects—
because it is our duty to do so as a part of our doctoral 
research mission and because the region, nation, and 
world need our expertise more than ever. It’s just 
good business. Our university has a long tradition of 
providing an excellent education; the next step in our 
metamorphosis is to make a more concerted effort to 
engage with those outside our walls to apply our diverse 
and expert knowledge to enrich the world around us. 

If you need proof of what we have accomplished so far, 
please be sure to take a look at the Distinguished Alumni 
Award winners’ biographies and all that they have 
accomplished. They are living proof that when we put 
all the qualities I just mentioned together, IUP is, right 
now, making life better, and we are capable of doing 
even more.

Michael Driscoll
President

Where We’ve Been; 
Where We’ll Go

MESSAGE FROM THE

PRESIDENT
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Splendor in the Grove
A bed of tulips in front of Stapleton Library added to the spectrum of color in 
the Oak Grove in May. Wilson Hall is in the background, on the left.
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with a Nobel Laureate
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Namedroppers

All about AlumniA Transformative 
Experience

Saviors at Sea

Unheralded and 
(Almost) Unbeatable

Nearly 30 western 
Pennsylvanians affected by 
work-force reductions have 
found new, often better career 
opportunities through a federal 
program that paid for their IUP 
education.

Gaining a new perspective, 
experiencing other cultures, 
learning civics lessons 
firsthand—the benefits of study 
abroad are vast. But the cost can 
be preventive. A scholarship 
fund was established to help.

Years before becoming an IUP 
alumna, nurse Eva Jane Savel 
Bolents treated survivors of 
one of the most tragic events of 
World War II and in the history 
of the U.S. Navy. It happened 68 
years ago this summer.

Few could have predicted after 
a .500 finish last year that men’s 
rugby would have one of its 
finest seasons in program history, 
played out on a national stage.
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FRONT COVER: Alumni who made use of a federal job-training program to earn their IUP 
degree and get back in the work force include, from left, Dan Dunmeyer M’11, Morgan Helmeid 
’12, and Paige Querry ’13, pictured in McElhaney Hall. Photograph by Keith Boyer

ABOVE, LEFT: Newspaper clippings and her own written accounts help Eva Jane Savel 
Bolents ’68 to remember her time in Guam during World War II. Photograph by Creative Flair 
Photography

ABOVE: Hoping to add a juggling club to the list of about 250 recognized student 
organizations at IUP, Mandy Pursley, left, and Katie Gunning practiced in the Oak Grove in May. 
Behind them, from left, are Weyandt, Wilson, Walsh, Keith, and Leonard halls.
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Professors Lydia Rodríguez and Francisco Alarcón 
traveled to Guatemala, the center of the Mayan world, 
in December to explore the so-called end of the world 
and to interview 1992 Nobel Peace Prize winner 
and political activist Rigoberta Menchú Tum. While 
excerpts from their firsthand account appear on page 
12, their full report is available on the IUP Magazine 
website.

IUP Magazine

IUP Magazine

IUP Magazine

iup-magazine@iup.edu
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Nearly 10 months after President Michael Driscoll’s arrival on 
campus, IUP celebrated the start to its new chapter in the form of his 
inauguration.

During the ceremony on April 26, guest speaker Daniel Bernstine, 
president and CEO of the Law School Admission Council, speculated 
on the reason universities wait far into a president’s first year for the 
inauguration.

“I suspect the reason for the delay is that it gives the new president 
time to become immersed in the university and its many 
constituencies, to get a handle on the issues affecting the institution, 
and to envision the best direction in which to lead it,” he said. “The 
inauguration formally recognizes the melding of the new leader’s 
vision with the future of the institution.”

Bernstine is a former president of Portland State University, 
where Driscoll served as executive dean of the Maseeh College of 
Engineering and Computer Science and then as vice provost.

In his address, Driscoll expressed appreciation for IUP’s tradition of 
demanding excellence and achieving success through the creation of 
opportunity. Looking forward, he stated the university community 
must work together to ensure students are creative, flexible, and 
agile in an era in which society has seen a spike in many kinds of 
violence and social, educational, economic, and health issues. He 
affirmed that students, led by their expert professors, will engage 
in more research defined in consultation with the surrounding 
community. 

“All families deserve the chance to thrive in healthy communities,” 
he said. “We are in a position to provide the best sets of hands and 
minds—now and into the future—to ensure our communities are 
safe and have the services families need and the education systems 
they want.”

An overview of the inauguration may be found at www.iup.edu/
president/inauguration.            
                                 —Regan  Houser
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FRONTDOOR FACTS, FIGURES, SHORT SUBJECTS, QUICK TAKES

The Next 
Chapter

Conversing in the robing room before the ceremony were, from left, 
President Driscoll; Timothy Moerland, provost and vice president for 
Academic Affairs; Tedd Cogar, of the Center for Student Life, who gave 
closing remarks as pastor of Luther Chapel in Coral; psychology professor 
Jay Mills; and trustee Jonathan Mack.

Daniel Bernstine, president of the Law 
School Admission Council, was guest 
speaker at the inauguration ceremony. 
Bernstine was president of Portland 
State University during much of Michael 
Driscoll’s tenure there.

Three IUP presidents: from left, David Werner, interim 
president, 2010-12, Michael Driscoll, and John Welty, 1984-91. 
Welty is retiring this summer as president of California State 
University, Fresno, having held the post for 22 years. Driscoll is 
wearing the presidential medallion crafted in 2005 at Wendell 
August Forge.

Michael Driscoll was administered the oath of office by Guido 
Pichini, chair of the State System Board of Governors. In the 
background is Susan Snell Delaney ’64, chair of the IUP Council of 
Trustees.
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Also, since I have you here, I thought I’d 
share a few IUP photos from when my 
grandma, Elba McLain Hughes, was there. 
She graduated in 1928. Clark Hall was her 
dorm. Her dorm actually outlasted mine, 
which was torn down. My brother, Mike 
Hughes, actually just went back to college 
and chose IUP. He started this semester.

Melinda Hughes-Wert ’94
DuBois

Memory Serves
A friend of mine from IUP pointed out 
this photo [International Relations Club, 
Spring IUP Magazine] and said I should 
know folks in it. I do. As an introduction, 
my official IUP name is William G. Stout, 
Class of 1973, 2002 Distinguished Alumnus, 
majors: International Relations and 
Classical History and Political Science. I was 
president of the International Relations 
Club (and of the Foreign Students’ Club) in 
1972 and 1973.

Looking at the photo, the girl on the far 
left is Gale Zahniser [’71, deceased] from 
Grove City; the professor at the globe is the 
Hungarian Dr. [Edward] Chaszar from the 
Political Science Department; to his left 
is Debra Machamer [’72] from Harrisburg 
(currently in Orlando, Florida, and still a 
close friend); and at the far right, first row, is 
Cathy/Kathy Wilson (I’m pretty sure). Others 
look familiar, but names escape me right 
now. When I was president, the academic 
advisor was Dr. [Edward] Wilson from the 
International Relations Department under 
Dr. Robert Morris, my advisor and in whose 
office I worked my last two years at IUP.

If I remember anyone else, I’ll contact 
you. There should be in the International 
Relations/Political Science Department 
records lists of members in these groups 
because the groups’ presidents had to 
record names and submit them to the 
administration.

William G. Stout ’73
Millvale

Fuel for Debate
Shock. Disgust. Shame. These were the 
emotions I experienced as I read the cover 
story, “On Top of Marcellus: IUP Lends 
Expertise to Energy Industry,” in the Spring 
2013 issue of IUP Magazine.

In the 1970s, IUP taught me to value the 
natural environment and to conserve it. 
My MS (SUNY at New Paltz) includes a 
concentration in environmental science. 
I have been working to prevent hydraulic 
fracturing here in New York state. I support 
350.org, an organization that strives to get 
colleges and cities to divert their fossil fuel 
stocks.

And then I read this article. When did IUP 
become a tech school for the fossil fuel 
industry?

Already we are seeing the deadly effects of 
climate change. We have exceeded carbon 
dioxide levels of 400 parts per million, 
another sign that our dependence on fossil 
fuels is out of control.

The only way to get back to a safe level is to 
immediately transition the global economy 
away from fossil fuels and into renewable 
energy, energy efficiency, and sustainable 
farming practices in all sectors (agricultural, 
transport, manufacturing, etc.). I expected 
IUP to be a leader in this transition.

Please remove me from the IUP Magazine 
mailing list and do not ask for donations 
until the university separates itself entirely 
from the fossil fuel industry. 

I am ashamed of what IUP has become.

Pat Turicik Dinges ’79
Salt Point, New York

A Complex Issue
The energy issue is one of the most 
challenging issues facing our society—not 
simply how and where can we generate 
enough, but how can we safely generate 
energy while protecting our natural 
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A Lasting Impression
The smell came back to me immediately 
when I started to read the article about 
George Johnson/ “Leaving His Mark” in 
the Spring 2013 issue of IUP Magazine. As 
an undergraduate in the Art Department 
at IUP from 1973-77, I had Johnson as 
my printmaking instructor, but it wasn’t 
the odors from the printmaking studio 
that triggered my olfactory memory. 
As innocent, naive art students taking 
Johnson’s class, we had been “encouraged” 
to meet him at Elkin House, evenings 
several times a month, to work on the 
building’s restoration. The smell that filled 
my memory was of the paint stripper 
that we painted on the wooden window 
casings in the living room to remove the 
many layers of paint. I only stripped paint 
during that one semester, but my interest 
in Breezedale and an appreciation for 
restoration of older structures has stayed 
with me during the last 40 years. Of course 
I could still point out those few feet of 
molding that I scraped that winter in 
Breezedale to this day!

Carl D. Long ’77
Ogilvie, Minnesota

More than an Artist
I was pleased to read the article “Leaving 
His Mark,” telling of George and Julie 
Johnson and both of their work on 
Breezedale’s restoration (where my future 

Melinda Hughes-Wert ’94 
shared this photo of her 
grandmother, Elba McLain 
Hughes ’28, front and center, 
with a group of her friends 
from Indiana State Teachers 
College. They’re posed on 
Vinegar Hill, along Oak 
Street in Indiana, just west of 
North Seventh Street.

wife and I spent many a long hour scraping 
decades of paint from the woodwork) and 
Julie’s generous gift of so much of George’s 
artwork. However, there was something 
left unsaid. The collection of his artworks is 
valued in excess of $100,000; his collection 
of filthy limericks remains priceless.

Charles Place ’78
Cape May, New Jersey

Alive and Well
In reply to Bill Dean’s letter, page 6 of 
Fall-Winter issue, there are still some of 
us 1955 graduates alive and well. I’m still 
working part-time and active. Last summer 
I was invited to the 55th class reunion of a 
local area high school where I taught (one 
of only two living former teachers they 
could locate). I’ve lived in Indiana all my 
life and have seen many changes at our 
college campus. You know you’re getting 
old when you see buildings with names of 
your former teachers on them. Also parts 
of buildings/auditoriums, like Stabley 
Library, McVitty Auditorium, and even a 
street, Pratt Drive, named for a president 
when we attended. Esch Hall (named for 
registrar Mary Esch) was built and razed in 
my lifetime. That’s really scary! The football 
stadium is George P. Miller Stadium. He 
coached some outstanding teams, but I 
remember him as my golf coach. I was his 
team captain my junior and senior years 
in school, and our teams had good records. 
After graduation, Coach Miller and I played 

and talked golf often. I know it was one 
of his dreams for the college golf team to 
someday be nationally ranked, which we 
now are. Both he and I liked to think our 
team was the beginning of a winning golf 
tradition at what is now IUP. Now I enjoy 
watching my children and grandchildren 
continue our family golf tradition, and I 
have a grandson who is now a member of 
IUP’s golf team. Life has been good.

Walt Wiggins ’55
Indiana

Woman behind the Outfits
What a pleasant surprise when I saw the 
picture of the Kaydeens in the Fall/Winter 
IUP Magazine.

I constructed 20 fully lined crimson wool 
capes and skirts. The skirts were adjustable. 
The fabric was purchased at Brody’s 
department store, located on the corner 
of Philadelphia Street and Seventh Street, 
Indiana.

When ISTC used the Indians as mascots, I 
constructed 20+ Native American outfits. 
Each outfit was constructed using rust-
colored suede and comprised a tunic top 
and skirt trimmed with white and gold 
braid and hand-cut fringe.

Marjorie Schrader Irwin Vatter ’56
Indiana

Editor’s Note: Pat Turicik Dinges’s letter 
was forwarded to the leadership of the 
IUP energy team. Steve Hovan, of the 
Geoscience Department, provided the 
following response on behalf of this 
faculty group:

LETTERS
environment. Too often we see this as 
a black and white issue when in fact it 
is much more complex. For example, 
every form of energy we develop and 
use, whether carbon fuels, nuclear, wind, 
hydrothermal, or solar, has environmental 
cost. There is no energy source that is 
environmentally neutral. While energy 
conservation and increased energy 
efficiency are most certainly part of the 
solution, these alone cannot resolve 
the energy issue. This is why it is vitally 
important that environmentalists and the 
energy industry work closely together to 
understand how we can best move forward 
with energy development.

It’s in this role that IUP is leading the way 
to resolve our energy issue. Our work with 
shale gas industries is providing current 
and accurate information to monitor, assess, 
and minimize impacts on the environment 
related to natural gas development. An 
important goal of this work is to make 
this information publicly available and 
understandable, a task that scientists have 
not always been very good at doing. This 
is especially true when working with 
issues related to Marcellus shale because 
scientists lack a complete understanding of 
some important aspects of it. By working 
with a multidisciplinary team of scholars, 
we are able to better synthesize the broad 
issues of energy and environment related 
to Marcellus shale development and make 
sense of the sometimes confusing array of 
information presented about it.

I am proud of IUP’s work with the 
Marcellus shale. Not only does it provide 
our students with invaluable experience, 
but also we are generating important 
scientific data and knowledge. Good 
scientific information is the basis for 
making good decisions, and our work with 
Marcellus is helping to make all of us good 
“decision makers” about energy.

Steve Hovan
Professor and Chair, 

IUP Geoscience Department

Thanks and a Bit of History
As an alumna (1994), I wanted to thank 
you for the mention of the Pennsylvania 
Senior Environment Corps (PaSEC) on page 
10 of the Spring issue. The SEC is actually 
coordinated statewide and nationally 
by my organization, Nature Abounds, a 
national 501(c)(3) that my husband and I 
co-founded.

Editor’s Note: Lawrence Hall, where 
Melinda Hughes-Wert stayed in the 
1990s, was razed in 2009 as part of 
the Residential Revival. Andrew W. 
Stephenson Hall is in the former site 
of Lawrence Hall and the rest of the 
Governors Quad.
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By Elaine Jacobs Smith When mushroom growers in Mexico started putting U.S. 
companies out of business, Paige Querry was among 
the casualties.

A database administrator in the quality control department of 
Sylvan America, a mushroom spawn producer in Armstrong 
County, Querry was one of the many who lost their jobs in 2010 as 
a result of the industry pinch.

She entered the job market but couldn’t get so much as an 
interview in her field, despite her 20 years of experience and 
associate degree.

“I set up a network; I did all this stuff,” she said. “Not having a 
bachelor’s degree was a hurdle I couldn’t overcome. It was really 
frustrating; it was demoralizing, actually.”

Though her husband had steady work as a carpenter and she 
found a part-time job while collecting unemployment, the loss led 
to lean times for her family of four. There were no family trips, no 
improvements to their Kittanning home.

“We certainly didn’t do anything extra,” she said. “We did a lot of 
bicycle rides and walks in the park.”

Losing her job was more damaging for Lona Hoffman, one of about 
70 people put out of work as specialty tool maker Kennametal 
prepared to close its Derry plant. Her family, including two young 
children, lost its newly built home, and she and her husband 
separated.

“I think it was the stress of everything,” she said. “It was a difficult 
two years.”

The economy was tough, and rather than rely solely on a job 
search to improve their situation, Hoffman and Querry went a 
different route: They made use of a federal job-training program 
that paid for their college education.

The Trade Adjustment Assistance program, established under the 
Trade Act of 1974, assists workers who have lost their jobs as a 
result of foreign competition. For qualifying workers, the program 
will cover the cost of a degree that the U.S. Department of Labor, 
the program’s administrator, has determined can lead to a high-
demand occupation. Covered expenses include tuition and fees, 
books, and any necessary equipment and supplies.

In effect for years, the assistance program got a boost in 2009 with 
the passing of the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, 
which loosened the requirements to receive funding. IUP had 
previously accepted students receiving this assistance, but when 
the program was expanded with stimulus funding, the university 
centralized the process under its Center for Career and Technical 
Personnel Preparation, with additional support in billing and 
other services from other campus offices.

Paula Kirkpatrick Andrei coordinates IUP activities relating to the 
Trade Act and the Workforce Investment Act, separate legislation 
that also offers funding for job training. According to Andrei, 
a 1991 IUP graduate and 1992 master’s recipient, 27 program 
participants have successfully completed their studies at IUP since 
she began overseeing the activities four years ago.

The process begins with certification by the Department of Labor 
that the workers have been adversely affected by foreign trade. 
After they’re notified of the benefits available to them, they meet 
with case managers at their local CareerLink office to discuss their 
professional goals and explore high-demand occupations that 
might be a good fit. The displaced workers then undergo testing to 
help determine if they can succeed in the degree program required 
for the job.

According to Marie Dillon-Griffith, site administrator at 
Pennsylvania CareerLink of Armstrong County, participants are 
also required to have three failed job searches, to prove they can’t 
get the job without the degree.

“This can be a complicated system, and there are hoops you have 
to jump through,” said Dillon-Griffith, a 1992 graduate of IUP. “The 
people who have done it—they wanted it. It wasn’t just handed to 
them.” 

She noted that CareerLink staff members and partners work closely 
with participants throughout the process to ensure their success in 
finding employment with family-sustaining wages.

Part of that process involves connecting Trade Act participants 
who select IUP with Andrei. If their desired major is not on the 
Department of Labor’s approved list for high-demand occupations, 
Andrei works with the Tri-County Workforce Investment Board to 
attempt to have it added.

Choosing a major was easy for Querry. At Sylvan America, she had 
been hired as the office manager, but soon she was setting up her 
department’s first network and rewriting the database. “At every 
job I’ve had, I always gravitated toward computers,” said Querry, 
who started at IUP in May 2011.

Morgan Helmeid had applied to IUP’s nursing program even 
before she knew she was eligible for Trade Act assistance. She had 
a bachelor’s degree in biology from North Carolina State but didn’t 
find work with it after moving to Clymer with her husband. In the 
summer of 2009, Helmeid took a job processing patient accounts at 
a local physical therapy firm, but she lost the job nine months later 
when the company shipped its billing operations overseas.

To her relief, the nursing major was already approved by the 
Department of Labor, and she started at IUP in fall 2010.

After the major is finalized, Andrei completes the student’s training 
application on the Commonwealth Workforce Development 

Dan Dunmeyer was hired as a human 
resources manager at Omnova Solutions 
even before finishing his master’s in 
employment and labor relations in 2011.

Right: Paige Querry, pictured in a computer 
lab in Stright Hall, is now a systems analyst 
at Dollar Bank in Pittsburgh.
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ranged in age from their 20s to 40s at IUP, 
are immersed in the pool of traditional-aged 
students.

Querry remembers her first day of class 
during the fall semester. “As a 40-year-old 
mother walking into class, I was older than 
everyone in the room, professors included. 
It was a little daunting.”

She said she sat in the front of the room and 
tried to stay focused on the professor. But 
over time, she and her classmates developed 
a mutual respect. “I helped them, they 
helped me. I worked with some really smart 
kids, and it was good to get to know them.”

Support systems are crucial, Querry said, 
and like the other program participants, 
she leaned most on her family and her 
department.

Querry said faculty member David Smith 
took extra time getting her up to speed in 
Java since her only computer programming 
experience was with Fortran in 1986. And, 
on days when her daughter Jessica, about 
10 at the time, had to accompany her to 
school, Jessica often stayed in the office with 
department secretary Yvonne Dougherty.

For Dunmeyer, that nudge from his mentor 
at the manufacturing company was all he 
needed.

“I truly would not be where I am without 
his guidance and support,” said Dunmeyer, 
now a human resources manager at 

teaching certification program at Saint 
Vincent College in Latrobe. “I lost my 
job on a Monday and started classes on 
Wednesday,” she said.

When she found out she again qualified for 
the Trade Adjustment Assistance program, 
she decided to finish her certification 
program using student loans and put the 
Trade Act funding toward a master’s degree 
in business and work-force development at 
IUP.

“You can’t go wrong with education,” 
Hoffman said. “It’s like job experience. If 
financially you can still support your home 
life, you should take advantage of it.”

The assistance program covers up to 
three years of training. Andrei said that 
hastens the college experience but allows 
participants to finish in time, as they are 
required to be in school year-round, and 
most start with some transferable credits.

“If you’re not working, this is your work,” 
she said. “The goal is to get an education or 
training and get back out into the work force 
and off the unemployment rolls.”

Before the students start classes, they meet 
individually with Andrei to learn what 
to expect. They are required to submit 
class attendance records, signed by their 
professors, every week. Other than that, 
they move through the college system 
like any other student, she said. That also 
means that program participants, who have 

resources position at his company but lost 
his job when the plant’s operations were 
shifted to China.

When Dunmeyer learned he was eligible 
for Trade Act funds, he opted to use them 
toward a master’s degree in employment 
and labor relations at IUP.

“It was hard to get a job at that time,” he 
said. “I thought if I had a master’s degree, I’d 
be more employable. It was a good fit at the 
time.”

Because of job cuts at Kennametal, Hoffman 
twice made use of the Trade Adjustment 
Assistance program. Thanks to Kennametal’s 
tuition reimbursement benefit, she was 
halfway to her bachelor’s degree in business 
at Seton Hill University in Greensburg 
when she lost her production job in 2005.

Hoffman continued at Seton Hill using 
Trade Act funding. While helping at a 
university-sponsored networking seminar 
in Pittsburgh, she connected with some 
Kennametal employees, and even before 
she graduated in 2007, she was hired back 
by the company, this time in human 
resources at headquarters in Latrobe. Nearly 
two years later, Kennametal experienced 
global downsizing that once again put her 
out of work.

Hoffman was more prepared the second 
time, she said, as her children were older 
and she knew cuts were coming. She 
quickly enrolled in the Pennsylvania 

System website. The application asks for 
information including estimated costs, 
training start and end dates, and a list 
of required courses. Once the contract 
is drawn, the student is locked in to the 
selected major, courses, and other details as 
stated.

One of the changes resulting from the 2009 
stimulus funding was the ability to use 
Trade Adjustment Assistance funds toward a 
master’s degree.

After high school, Dan Dunmeyer went 
to a vocational-technical school and then 
got a machinist job. “At the time, I didn’t 
think I was college material,” he said. But a 
human resources director at his company—
impressed with Dunmeyer’s negotiating 
skills on behalf of his union—encouraged 
him to go to college and get his degree.

Dunmeyer, then in his early 30s, worked 
evenings while taking classes at Geneva 
College’s Johnstown campus and earned 
his bachelor’s degree in human resource 
management. He moved into a human 

Morgan Helmeid, pictured in a nursing 
simulation lab in Johnson Hall, is now 
working in the surgical unit of Indiana 
Regional Medical Center.

After earning her master’s degree in 
business and work-force development, 
Lona Hoffman signed on for a yearlong 
talent management internship at Alcoa 
in Pittsburgh.

Dan Dunmeyer
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Omnova Solutions, a company in Jeannette 
that makes vinyl films and decking 
laminates. Dunmeyer got the job even 
before he finished his master’s in May 2011.

According to the Bureau of Workforce 
Development Partnership of the 
Pennsylvania Department of Labor and 
Industry, the job placement rate for Trade 
Adjustment Assistance program participants 
statewide was nearly 80 percent in 2011 and 
through the first three quarters of 2012, the 
latest time period for which statistics are 
available.

After receiving her nursing degree 
last August, Helmeid landed a job at 
Westmoreland Hospital in Greensburg and 
in January began work in the surgical unit 
of Indiana Regional Medical Center.

Hoffman began looking at jobs in May 
of last year, her final semester at IUP, 
and came across what she described as 
the perfect job description at Alcoa in 
Pittsburgh, one of the world’s largest 
aluminum producers.

The position was a part-time internship, and 
she was looking for full-time work, but she 
decided to pursue it. “It would allow me the 
opportunity to grow and learn in a well-
established, successful global organization,” 
she said.

After receiving the offer, Hoffman signed 
on for a year. “I’m learning invaluable 
skills and lessons, and that’s what’s most 

important.” As a talent management intern, 
she is revamping the training materials 
and internal website for Alcoa’s mentoring 
program, which is expanding to a broader 
audience of employees globally.

“I truly believe that within a certain time 
period, there will be opportunities for full-
time,” she said.

After starting her internship last summer 
at Dollar Bank in Pittsburgh, Querry was 
offered a full-time position at the bank as a 
systems analyst. She graduated in May and 
started work in June.

Querry said she is grateful for IUP’s 
participation in the Trade Adjustment 
Assistance program. “It shows that IUP is 
interested in its community. Local people 
can benefit.”

In addition to how it benefited her, she 
said the experience showed her daughters 
why they need to go to college and the 
dedication it takes to succeed. Her daughter 
Nicolette will start at IUP’s Cook Honors 
College in the fall.

“This program afforded me a luxury I 
was not able to give myself,” she said. “It 
changed my life.”

Readers who believe they or someone 
they know may qualify for a job-training 
program may contact Paula Andrei for 
more information at 724-357-4433 or Paula.
Andrei@iup.edu. m
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Exploring the  
World’s   

 End 
with a Nobel Laureate

“I
t’s the end of the world”—so the newspapers, 
Internet, even TV commercials claimed that the 
Mayan prophecies stated. Theories spun out of 
control from serious academic discussions to the 
most outrageous Mayan fanatics’ ideas. We had to 

travel to the center of the Mayan world to witness up front the so-
called end of the world. Our mission was to uncover the truth behind 
the myth. We are teachers, researchers, and adventurers who believe 
that the best way to experience culture is by traveling to the site, no 
matter how scary, strange, or different it may be.

We flew from Pittsburgh to Guatemala City a few days before 
December 21, the so-called catastrophic date. Just as we had flown to 
witness the end of the world, scads of people from around the world 
did so, too. The day after our arrival, we hit the streets of the large 
city of Guatemala. Business seemed as usual. The further we walked, 
the more we came to realize the Guatemalans in the city seemed 
lighthearted about the whole notion of the end of the 13th Baktun. 
Christmas festivities took shape, but no mention of the end of the 
world. 

We sat down at a café to review our zero findings of the events. It 
was in the local paper, under the culture section, where mention 
of the 13th Baktun appeared. The papers did not speak of the end 
of the world; rather, they spoke of spiritual ceremonies celebrating 
the end of the 13th Baktun and the dawn of a new age. According to 
the newspaper, these ceremonies would take place at the many and 
different Mayan ceremonial centers in the country. We decided to 
remain in the city and go to the archaeological site Kaminaljuyu.  

It was around 11:00 a.m., December 21, 
when we arrived at Kaminaljuyu. The site 
was overflowing with people. Outside of 
the fenced-in ruins were a lot of military 
men with rifles, making sure order was in 
place. In the archaeological site, there were 
religious practices taking place with huge 
bonfires. Around the bonfires were spiritual 
guides dancing, praying, and welcoming 
the new age. There were also smaller circle-
like fires with candles and incense scattered 
all over the site. I asked one of the Mayan 
ladies present what they were for, and she 
said, “es la purificación” (it’s the purification), 
with a smile. It was quite a mystical 
experience being among the smoke, the 
incense, and the music.

Although the spiritual ceremonies were 
intriguing, the best part of the trip was yet to 
come. Word got out that we were trying to 
obtain an interview with Rigoberta Menchú 
Tum, the Nobel Peace Prize winner of 1992. 
Lawyers, secretaries, businessmen, and 
other individuals stepped in to make the 
interview happen. They were all very much 
politically connected in one way or another 
with the government and with Tum. Our 
effort soon became a community-based 
endeavor.

On the morning of December 27, we 
received a phone call from our political go-
betweens saying that Tum had agreed to do 
the personal interview. She had extended 
an invitation to her home in Mixco, 
Guatemala. The following day, a chauffeur 
picked us up. There we were with our 
escorts on her patio behind large steel doors 
hidden from the public. Within minutes, 
the glass doors to the house opened and out 
walked Tum with a friendly smile. She was 
dressed in her traditional Mayan clothing.

Tum is very charismatic and down to earth. 
She began joking with us, laughing as 
though we were her longtime friends that 
she had not seen in quite some time. We 
asked questions, conversed, and let her talk.

The initial meaning of interviewing Tum 
was to obtain firsthand her input on the 
13th Baktun, but the meaning morphed into 
something inspirational and enlightening. 
We had read most all that had been written 
about Tum. She had gone from childhood 
poverty to being ostracized and exploited 
by her own government. Then, she was 
exiled from her country as she became 
a nonviolent political activist. With her 
limited education, she made a tremendous 

impact, revealing to the outside world the 
atrocities to the indigenous people that 
were taking place in Guatemala during the 
1970s and ’80s. It took tremendous strength, 
courage, and will power for a woman 
from a developing country to publicly and 
peacefully demand dignity and respect for 
the Mayan people in Guatemala.

Among the topics she discussed in the 
interview were education, politics, her 
private life, and the museum she is 
planning to build in Guatemala to house 
her Nobel Peace Prize medal.

“The goal is six years to complete it,” she 
said. “Afterward, I hope that in six years we 
are ready to bring the medal from Mexico to 
Guatemala. I want all of this so that I can tie 
it to global education.”

Tum said that before bringing the medal 
to Guatemala, she will need to obtain a 
presidential decree that must pass through 
Guatemala’s senate.

“It’s not just the medal—it is all of the prizes 
that I have received that are located in 
Mexico and that I want to be part of the 
museum.”

The interview, currently in editorial 
production, will be forthcoming in 
publications.

Our mission in our adventures is to 
increase education, through the research 
of writing and exploring the world. We 
intend to empower our students with 
Tum’s words. Her insights provide a fresh 
perspective on traditional literary reads. 
As a marginal voice, she urges the reader 
to think critically between social and 
personal aspects of identity, while drawing 
on issues of real people in the present-
day global community. The intended 
methodology is to assign the reading, have 
an open classroom discussion about the 
transcribed and translated parts, and then 
write a reflection paper in English or in 
Spanish, dependent on the course’s target 
language. The learning goal is to include an 
influential global leader, explore a diverse 
culture and traditions, and hone critical 
thinking and verbal and written skills.

Read Rodríguez and Alarcón’s full account 
of their journey at www.iup.edu/magazine
m

Editor’s Note: Professors Lydia 
Rodríguez, Foreign Languages, and 
Francisco Alarcón, Mathematics, 
headed to Guatemala late last year for 
two reasons: to explore what some 
interpreted as the Mayan prediction 
that the world would end December 
21 and to interview 1992 Nobel Peace 
Prize winner and political activist 
Rigoberta Menchú Tum. After six 
months of attempting to arrange 
the interview, the professors arrived 
in Guatemala still not knowing if 
it would be granted. Following are 
excerpts from their firsthand account.

By Lydia Rodríguez 
and Francisco Alarcón

Spiritual ceremonies, such as this 
one in Kaminaljuyu, Guatemala, 
celebrated the end of the 13th 
Baktun and the dawn of a new age 
on December 21, 2012.

Francisco Alarcón and Lydia 
Rodríguez, right, met briefly 
with Rigoberta Menchú 
Tum at her weekend home 
outside of Guatemala City. 

Tum signed books for Rodríguez and 
Alarcón following their interview at her 
home in Mixco. 
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Distinguished University 
Professor
The Distinguished University 
Professor for 2013-14 is Victor 
Garcia, an anthropology 
faculty member and director 
of the Mid-Atlantic Addiction 
Research and Training 
Institute. IUP honors one 
faculty member each year 
with this lifetime title based 
on outstanding teaching, 
research, and scholarly activity 
and service. On the faculty 
since 1991, Garcia is known 
internationally as an expert on 
the study of Latino immigrants 
and migrants, the educational 
plight of Latinos, and substance 
abuse problems among 
transnational workers from 
Mexico and Central America. In 
the next year, he plans to revisit 
his work on treatment programs 
found in transnational Mexican 
communities and publish the 
results. Garcia has helped to 
recruit Latino students to IUP 
through community-based 
outreach and recruitment 
measures. He also developed 
a retention program for Latino 
students that is the first of 
its kind for a State System 
university. 

Distinguished Faculty 
Members
The University Senate 
presented three Distinguished 
Faculty Awards in May:

Fredalene Barletta 
Bowers ’70, M’73, chair 
of the Department of 
Human Development and 
Environmental Studies, 
received the 
Distinguished 
Faculty Award 
for teaching, 
which 
recognizes her 
commitment 
to mentoring 
students and 
her implementation of a variety 
of teaching strategies to meet 
student needs.

Michael Sell, Department 
of English, received the 
Distinguished Faculty Award 
for research. Recognized 
internationally for his research 
on the avant-
garde, he 
has written 
The Avant-
Garde: Race 
Religion War, 
published 
in 2012, and 
is now co-
writing The Avant-Garde: A 
Critical Introduction.

Edel Reilly D’07, Department 
of Mathematics, received the 
Distinguished Faculty Award 
for service. She has served 
in leadership roles related to 
curriculum and professional 
development and IUP faculty 
governance. 
Those roles 
have included 
chair of the 
Center for 
Teaching 
Excellence 
Advisory 
Board and 
secretary of the University 
Senate.

Contributions to 
Geography
Ruth Shirey ’65, professor 
emerita of geography, 
received the Ronald F. Abler 
Distinguished Service Honors 
Award in April from the 

Faculty Deaths
In recent months, the 
following former faculty 
members died.

Neil Asting, a faculty 
member in the Chemistry 
Department from 1977 to 
2004, died April 1, 2013.

Nicholas 
Christodouleas, a 
Chemistry Department 
faculty member from 1968 
until 1999, died February 
24, 2013.

James Dyal, a faculty 
member in the Economics 
Department from 1977 
until 2012, died April 21, 
2013.

Walt Granata, a 
founding member of the 
Geology Department on 
the faculty from 1967 
until 1981, died April 18, 
2013.

Thomas Vieli, an 
instructor in the Academy 
of Culinary Arts from 1994 
to 1998, died May 28, 2013.
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Association of American 
Geographers. The award 
recognizes her contributions 
to the discipline, which 
have included serving for 14 
years as executive director 
of the National Council for 
Geographic Education and 
as state coordinator for the 
Pennsylvania Geographic 
Alliance. She was also project 
administrator for the National 
Geography Standards Project 
and participated in the writing 
of Pennsylvania’s standards. 
Her guests at the AAG awards 
luncheon included former 
students Daniel Griffith ’70, 
M’72, Xuan Shi M’01, and 
Dawn Drake ’02. Shirey is 
a 2008 recipient of the IUP 
Distinguished Alumni Award.

Team Effort
In his new textbook, 
Professional Catering: The 
Modern Caterer’s Complete 
Guide to Success, Hospitality 
Management faculty member 
Stephen Shiring ’81, M’85 
aims to equip readers with 
the knowledge and tools they 
need to start a competitive 
catering business. The book 
includes several photos from 
the Homer Laughlin China 
Company in West Virginia, a 
company with which Shiring 
developed a relationship after 
gaining an appreciation for its 
dinnerware early in his career. 
He also tapped a number of IUP 
resources. Faculty contributors 
to the book are Scott Decker 
’85, M’89, Michael Korns 
’81, M’03, D’09, and David 
Piper ’84, M’89, M’92, D’00, 
all of the Employment and 
Labor Relations Department. 
Jennifer Braughler, of 
campus food services contractor 
Aramark, also assisted. 

New Faculty Emeriti
The following faculty members 
were awarded emeritus/
emerita status during the spring 
semester:
• Dennis Ausel,    
 Communications Media, 27  
 years of service

• Barbara Blackledge,   
 Theater, 31 years
• Jennie Bullard,   
 Employment and Labor   
 Relations, 16 years
• Carmy Carranza,   
 Developmental Studies, 
 26 years
• Carmine Cortazzo, Health  
 and Physical Education, 
 30 years
• Linda Klingaman, Health  
 and Physical Education, 
 19 years
• Daniel Perlongo, Music, 
 42 years
• Charles Shubra, Computer  
 Science, 34 years 
• Dan Tannacito, English, 33  
 years
• Carleen Zoni, Health and  
 Human Services, 39 years m

Students from the 1970s 
and beyond may remember 
the I-Uppers, a musical 
group that combined vocal 
and instrumental talent 
and represented IUP in the 
community. Started in the 
late 1960s, the group was 
under the direction of faculty 
member Leonard DeFabo in its 
early years. This photograph 
was taken circa 1970. If you 
know the identity of any of 
these students or have a story 
about the I-Uppers to share, 
Harrison Wick, IUP Special 
Collections librarian and 
university archivist, would 
love to hear from you. Contact 
him by e-mail at hwick@iup.
edu. He’s also interested in 
acquiring IUP memorabilia, 
photographs, and more. 
Information about IUP Special 
Collections is at www.iup.edu/
archives. 

MuSIC MAKERS

YOUR GIFT TO IUP SCHOLARSHIPS 

MAKES IT HAPPEN.

SOMEDAy, 
hE’LL TREAT 
PATIENTS.

Cody Stewart’s mother died when he was young. His 
father is not in the picture. A few other hardships 
along the way made him realize he wants to practice 
medicine—to be there when people need him.

A biology major, he recognizes he’ll incur a large debt 
while in medical school, so he is trying to keep his 
undergraduate expenses as low as possible. Cody 
works four jobs to make ends meet. He appreciates the 
scholarships he has received—two from IUP, including a 
Dean’s Merit Scholarship.

Someday, Cody could treat you. Your gift to an IUP 
scholarship fund can make that happen.

Learn more about Cody and the power of scholarships at 

www.iup.edu/changelives.
Make a gift today by visiting 

www.iup.edu/giveagift.
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A s the number of living veterans of the war rapidly 
and steadily slips away, one IUP alumna who helped 
mitigate that tragedy’s pain and suffering still vividly 
recalls many of the heartrending details.

It happened in July 1945.

The USS Indianapolis, a U.S. Navy cruiser that had served as the 
flagship for Admiral Raymond Spruance during the Fifth Fleet’s 
battles in the Central Pacific, set sail from San Francisco on July 
16, carrying a critical and secret cargo: The parts and the enriched 
uranium for the atomic bomb Little Boy, which would later be 
dropped on Hiroshima.

The Indianapolis reached Pearl Harbor three days later, then 
hurried on and delivered its cargo at Tinian on July 26. It next 
sailed to Guam and then started out alone toward the Philippine 
province of Leyte.

Just after midnight on July 30, the Indianapolis was hit by 
two torpedoes fired from a Japanese submarine. The explosions 
ruptured the ship, which took on a heavy list. Twelve minutes 
after the blasts, it rolled over and plunged.

About 300 of the 1,196 crewmen went down with the ship.

The remaining 900 were set adrift in the sea with few lifeboats and 
almost no food or water. Many of the sailors had no time to don 
life jackets and clung to flotsam or each other.

Then began one of the darkest chapters in Navy history.

Through a series of calamitous misunderstandings—including the 
lack of an alarm when the Indianapolis failed to arrive at its next 
planned destination—Navy commanders had no knowledge of 
the ship’s sinking.

It was discovered nearly four days later when the crew of a 
bomber on routine patrol spotted an oil slick and sailors bobbing 
on the ocean’s surface.

By then, the 900 men who had been thrown from the 
Indianapolis into the sea had endured exposure, dehydration, and 
shark attacks. According to Navy records, some killed themselves 
or one another while suffering delirium and hallucinations.

Only 317 ultimately survived. After being pulled from the water, 
many were taken to Navy Hospital 18 in Guam. That’s where 
23-year-old Eva Jane Savel, a Navy lieutenant junior grade, was a 
nurse on duty. 

“Something came over the loudspeaker: ‘All nurses, go to your 
centers.’ We knew something was wrong then,” she said recently. 

Now 91 and with a married name of Eva Jane Bolents, she lives in 
a retirement home in El Paso, Texas.

Saviors 
at Sea:
Navy Nurse Recounts 
USS Indianapolis 
Tragedy

A nurse in Guam during World War II, Eva 
Jane Savel Bolents ’68 cared for survivors of 
the attack on the USS Indianapolis —and 
the aftermath—68 years ago this summer. A 
Japanese prisoner of war in 1943 painted the 
portrait she is holding. 

The USS Indianapolis, pre-war, 
at an unknown port

By Randy Wells

This summer marks the 68th 
anniversary of one of the most 
tragic events of World War II and 
in the history of the U.S. Navy.

“Of course, scuttlebutt came around and we knew that a big 
ship was torpedoed with so many sailors aboard. And it was 
in shark-infested waters.”

Bolents, a native of Patton, Cambria County, grew up in 
Clearfield. “In the late 1930s, it took three years to be a 
nurse,” she said. “I became a nurse in 1939” after completing 
training at the Clearfield Hospital School of Nursing.

She was working as an operating room nurse at University 
Hospital, Philadelphia, when she saw one of the iconic 
Uncle Sam recruiting posters.

“The finger pointed, and he always looked at you. ‘We need 
Navy nurses. We need you,’” she said.

She enlisted and received six weeks of basic training in 
Philadelphia.

“We had to learn Navy jargon and how to march,” she said. 
She underwent more training at the Great Lakes naval 
station in Illinois before she was sent to Pearl Harbor, 
Hawaii.

“I was very adventurous as an only child,” Bolents said. 
“I didn’t want to be under my parents’ thumb too much 
longer.”

When they left Pearl Harbor, Bolents and the other 
nurses had to climb into the belly of the plane, 
where they sat on boards during the flight. After 
landing in Guam, they rode in jeeps to Hospital 
18 and to their Quonset hut barracks.
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ACHIEVEMENTS

President’s Medal

Ruth Podbielski, a leader in gender equity in athletics, received the President’s Medal of 
Distinction for professional achievement in April. During her 32 years at IUP, she served 
as a faculty member, coach, and director of athletics for the IUP women’s intercollegiate 
program. The President’s Medal is the highest nondegree award the university presents, 
honoring contributions of national significance or of special significance to IUP.

Council of Trustees

Glenn Cannon, a 1971 IUP graduate, has been appointed to the IUP Council of 
Trustees, responsible for financial oversight of the university and ensuring compliance 
of university policies with state law. He is director of the Pennsylvania Emergency 
Management Agency and is the governor’s homeland security advisor. Aaron Douthit, a 
sophomore nursing major from Stump Creek, was appointed the student trustee.

Hall of Distinction

The Eberly College of Business and Information Technology inducted five alumni into 
its Hall of Distinction during the 35th annual Business Day in April:

 • Michael Carlson ’73, retired president, Wayne, a GE Energy business
 • James Leda ’95, managing director, Debt Restructuring Group, PPM America, Inc.
 • Malisa Dunn Sommers ’87, managing director of transportation, U.S. Steel   
  Corporation, and president, Transtar, Inc. Sommers also visited campus in February  
  as part of Eberly’s Executive in Residence program.
 • Tom Wallace ’80, chief executive officer, VectorLearning, Inc.
 • Mauro Wolfe ’90, partner, Duane Morris, LLP

Distinguished Family 
Business

The IUP Center for Family Business 
honored the Sheetz family in April 
with the 2013 Distinguished Family 
Business Award. The award is presented 
annually on the basis of business success, 
contributions to the community, and 
succession of ownership and management 
to the second generation or more. The 
Sheetz family owns a chain of about 440 
convenience stores in the eastern part of 
the country, with headquarters in Altoona. 
Randall (Louie) Sheetz, executive vice 
president for Marketing, is a 1977 graduate 
of IUP and a member of the Foundation for 
IUP Board of Directors.

Goldwater Scholarship

Dan O’Hara, a geoscience and computer 
science double major from Ebensburg, 
was selected for the Barry M. Goldwater 
Scholarship. Awarded to 271 students 
this year, the scholarship aims to support 
the training of highly qualified scientists, 
mathematicians, and engineers.

Education without 
Borders

A team of communications media students 
led by faculty member Luis Almeida and 
doctoral student Ahmed Yousof won top 
prize for a video game proposal at the 
Education without Borders conference in 
Dubai, United Arab Emirates. The proposal 
for “HERO 1,” an educational game 
designed to teach English language and 
American culture to Arab students, was 
one of 32 papers selected for presentation 
out of 3,600 submissions worldwide.

Consistent Service

For the fifth consecutive year, IUP 
was named to the President’s Higher 
Education Community Service Honor Roll. 
Recognition is based on the scope and 
innovation of service projects, percentage 
of student participation, and incentives for 
service. The campus community recorded 
more than 150,000 hours of volunteer 
service during the 2011-12 academic year. 
m
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Suzy Kuhn Teele ’82, of Pittsburgh, 
was keynote speaker at the May 
commencement ceremonies. Teele is chief 
operating officer for software solutions 
company SnapRetail. She is a 2004 
recipient of the Distinguished Alumni 
Award and former president of the IUP 
Alumni Association Board of Directors. 
Her son, Michael Nicastro, was among 
the graduates present. In the background, 
from left, are President Michael Driscoll 
and Natural Sciences and Mathematics 
Dean Deanne Snavely.

“All we had were our foot lockers for a chest of drawers,” she said.

She ate meals in a mess hall.

“Of course, the deck was the floor and the bathroom was called the 
head,” she said.

“We were so busy. There were so many amputations,” she said, 
recalling that when a battle-injured Marine or sailor had a limb 
that needed to be amputated, the limb was placed in a trough of 
ice the night before. “It wouldn’t take so long for the anesthesia to 
take effect,” she explained.

She was in Guam two years and eight months caring for wounded 
Marines and sailors. “We never had liberty. We never had any 
time off.”

Her most vivid memories of Guam are of the Indianapolis 
survivors.

“Every bed was filled,” she said. She still remembers the arms and 
legs with shark bites. “It was awful how it looked.”

One survivor told her how, in the four days before their discovery, 
the men awoke each morning to six to eight sharks surrounding 
their lifeboat. “All they could see were their pointed mouths 
around the boat.”

Some sailors, when they jumped from the sinking ship, were 
covered with oil on the surface, and the sun baked it like glue in 
their hair.

“We had a hard time getting that off their heads,” she said. “If I 
didn’t have pictures and hadn’t written things down, I’d never 
remember what I know today.”

One of the photos that help her recall those days was published in 
the Clearfield Progress, her hometown newspaper, on September 
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12, 1945. It shows Bolents in her white cap and uniform taking the 
pulse of sailor Vincent Allard, one of the Indianapolis survivors.

According to Bolents, the press was drawn to Allard because he 
had a brother, also in the Navy, who was quite famous because of 
the many decorations he had won. “They took the picture and had 
it published in several places in the United States,” she said.

Along with the suffering came some lighter moments.

“Sailors would say to each other, ‘Now, Miss Savel gave you a bath 
yesterday, so I want her to give me my bath this morning,’” she 
said laughing.

The nurses also shaved their bandaged patients with a straight 
razor. They’d see her sharpening the razor on a belt around her 
waist and they’d sometimes say, “I don’t think I need shaved this 
morning,” she said, laughing again.

After the war, Bolents returned home and became a night-shift 
nursing supervisor in Clearfield. She used her GI Bill benefits to 
attend IUP and graduated in 1968 with a bachelor’s degree in 
education. Afterward, she worked as a public health nurse near 
Philipsburg.

“I taught pediatrics at the Clearfield Hospital School of Nursing 
and then at the Philipsburg Hospital School of Nursing,” she said.

She also married twice and raised a family. She has adult children 
living in Texas, Arizona, and Pennsylvania.

Bolents feels women in the American military during World War 
II, especially nurses, never received the praise and recognition 
they deserved for their wartime sacrifices.

“No, they couldn’t have done it without the nurses, that’s for sure,” 
she said.

When the servicemen came home from Europe and the Pacific to 
confetti parades in America’s cities, the women, in her opinion, 
were not equally represented.

“That hurt,” she said.

Several years ago, still smarting from what she regards as a lack 
of appropriate media coverage of the 350,000 American women 
who volunteered for military service in the war, she wrote to 
newspapers, urging them to tell some of those stories.

“Why don’t the reporters who acknowledge only the sacrifice of 
World War II men visualize the shattered body of an American 
nurse who died in a forward area caring for her brothers, and 
mentally touch her cheek and say out loud, ‘That’s somebody’s 
darling,’” Bolents wrote in her letters to newspapers.

“I’m so glad I did that for the nurses,” she said. “I’m so glad I was 
put there. I just feel as if I did my duty in World War II.”

And other women who served, she said, would say they were glad 
“God put us there.”

The USS Indianapolis was the last major U.S. Navy ship sunk by 
enemy action in World War II and resulted in the largest single 
loss of life at sea in the history of the U.S. Navy. m

Bolents holds a 1945 photo of her caring for 
USS Indianapolis survivor Vincent Allard. 
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Unheralded and (Almost)

By Bob Fulton

Unbeatable

A slice of the men’s club rugby team: from 
left, Devin Zangaro, Jason Ewing, Bryan 
Castrogiovanni, Timmy Moore, Scott Harris, 
Bryan Cohn, Brock Larson, Mykael Lawrence.

That’s when we first realized that we could do something.”

Something epic, in fact. IUP would lead the nation in scoring margin 
en route to a 9-1 season that featured a Great Lakes Conference 
championship and two victories in the national tournament, a 
Brobdingnagian leap forward for a program that finished 5-5 the year 
before. Not even head coach James “Chip” Lenzi was convinced such 
a dramatic turnaround was within the realm of possibility when he 
took over in the fall.

“I’ve been involved enough in upper-level rugby to know what they 
were up against—and they weren’t ready when I took over,” said 
Lenzi, who played four years of rugby at IUP before graduating in 

How utterly preposterous it now seems that uncertainty dogged the 
IUP club rugby team at the start of the season, given where it ended.

W
ho could have predicted that the Tooters, a year 
removed from a .500 record, would win their 
opener by more than a hundred points and just 
keep on rolling, all the way to the USA Rugby 
Division II final four?

Not even Nostradamus could have seen that coming.

“We were in a new league this year so we didn’t really know what 
to expect,” said IUP Rugby Club president Bryan Castrogiovanni, a 
junior who lines up at the props position for the Tooters. “Our first 
game was against Marshall University and we ended up winning 
105-3. We scored more points that week than anyone in the country. 

1989 and had last coached his alma mater 
in 2010. “But they had a lot of kids with 
experience who understood the game, and 
they had the desire and the commitment.”

Otherwise, Lenzi wouldn’t have agreed to 
return.

“I drive two hours to practice each way,” 
said Lenzi, who resides in the Beaver 
County community of Freedom. “I wouldn’t 
do that if the kids weren’t committed to 
playing at a high level and being coachable 
and learning the game a little bit better and 
keeping their focus. I drove that distance 
because I thought this team had the base to 
make the playoffs and go far.”

IUP’s mauling of Marshall served as a 
springboard for one of the best seasons in 
program history. The Tooters followed with 
a 53-7 rout of Kent State, won 34-24 at Grand 
Valley State, picked up a forfeit victory over 
Ferris State, and then annihilated Louisville 
81-13 at their South Campus pitch.

“That game was so bad I got pulled at 
half,” said scrum-half Jason Ewing, a May 
graduate. “I’m usually field captain, so I 
don’t get pulled from games very often. It 
was a great feeling to beat a team like that, 
because I know Louisville gives its players 
scholarship money, which is something 
that we definitely don’t get.”

Like most IUP club sports teams, the Tooters 
receive some funding from the Student 
Cooperative Association and operate with a 
shoestring budget. Financial concerns are as 
constant as a heartbeat.

“Sometimes we worry about how we’re 
going to be able to get to games,” said 
Castrogiovanni, who makes the team’s 
travel arrangements. “And we’ve stayed in 
some $40-a-night hotels that were a little 
shady.”

But the Tooters forge on. Fact is, they seem 
to thrive in the face of adversity, on and 
off the field. Case in point, their October 
27 showdown for the GLC Southern 
Division crown versus unbeaten Xavier 
in Cincinnati. The Musketeers shut down 
IUP’s high-octane attack early and led 
13-0 with halftime approaching. Then, like 
Frankenstein’s monster, the Tooters roused 
to life with a jolt and went on a rampage.

“I think it was Harry Perry, a sophomore 
fullback, who scored our first try in that 

game, just before half,” Ewing said. “Scored it 
off to the sideline. We were lucky and made 
the conversion from the sideline, which 
sparked everyone. And that was it. The rest 
of the points went to us.” Final score: 36-13.

The Tooters then wrapped up the fall 
segment of their schedule by whipping 
Northern Division champion Grand Valley 
State 34-13 at Findlay, Ohio, to win the 
conference title. An invitation to the 16-
team USA Rugby Division II tournament 
ensued.

IUP pushed its record to 9-0 with a pair 
of national playoff wins the weekend of 
April 27-28 in suburban Pittsburgh before 
a raucous gathering of Tooters rooters, who 
witnessed a 32-12 first-round victory over 
Providence and a 31-22 quarterfinal victory 
over Colgate.

“We had an incredible amount of fan 
support from friends at school, family 
members—even the women’s rugby 
team came down and supported us,” 
Castrogiovanni said. “When we won those 
games, it was just phenomenal, the feeling 
of everyone cheering for us and everything. 
It was great to have that many fans there.”

The win over Colgate punched IUP’s ticket 
to Bowling Green, Ohio, site of the final 
four. The Tooters’ giddy joyride through 
the tournament finally ended in the 
semifinals on May 11, when the University 
of Minnesota Duluth—which had crushed 
top-seeded Wisconsin-Whitewater 43-17 

two weeks before—put on a second-half 
clinic to hand IUP its first defeat, 59-15.

“I think it was 26-15 at half, so we were 
only down 11 points,” Ewing said. “If you 
watch the last 10 minutes of the half—I 
have the game film—that’s when we score 
most of our points, and the momentum has 
just changed. It completely shifted in the 
last 10 minutes. If you only saw the first 40 
minutes, you would have thought we were 
going to come back and win. You’d have put 
money on it.”

But the Fighting Penguins made the 
necessary adjustments in the second half 
to blunt IUP’s momentum, then pulled 
steadily away to end the Tooters’ title run. 
Yet there was no denying IUP had left its 
mark during a storybook 2012-13 season. Of 
142 Division II programs, the unheralded, 
underfunded Tooters eclipsed 138.

Few would have dared predict such a feat 
back in September, when uncertainty 
reigned. IUP’s rise to national prominence 
gave the Tooters reason to celebrate even in 
the wake of the Minnesota Duluth defeat.

“The guys were disappointed after that 
game, but they weren’t totally dejected 
because they realized what they had 
accomplished this season,” Lenzi said. “This 
was a great life experience for the whole 
team. To go that far, it’s something that 
these guys will have for the rest of their 
lives, something they’ll remember forever.” 
m
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Despite the Tooters’ strong first half, their title run came to an end in the USA Rugby Division 
II semifinals against the University of Minnesota Duluth.



Ten alumni were 
honored with 2013 
Distinguished 
Alumni Awards 
at an April gala 
sponsored by 
the IUP Alumni 
Association. Full 
stories about 
each recipient 
are at www.iup.
edu/alumni/
distinguished. 

Sharon Tahl Cowden ’71, is a pediatrician 
at Children’s Community Pediatrics in 
Pittsburgh. She worked for 12 years as a 
medical technologist before applying to 
medical school at age 36. Cowden received 
her degree from the University of Pittsburgh 
School of Medicine in 1990. A breast cancer 
survivor, she cofounded Strength & Courage, 
a nonprofit program that helps breast cancer 
patients to regain their physical and emotional 
strength after treatment. The program’s 
exercise DVD has been distributed across the 
United States and in 12 other countries. A 
2012 recipient of the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette’s 
Jefferson Award for public service, Cowden 
has taken part in medical missions in Ecuador, 
Guatemala, and Honduras.

As director of the Vaccine Clinical Materials 
Program of SAIC-Frederick, Inc., John Gilly 
’79 oversees the development of vaccines 
and biotherapeutic agents for protection 
against and treatment of HIV, influenza, 
and other emerging diseases and threats. 
SAIC-Frederick is a contractor supporting the 
National Institutes of Health. Gilly is a two-
time recipient of the National Cancer Institute 
Center for Cancer Research Technology 
Transfer Award. At IUP, he established the 
Young Life Scientist Opportunity Fund, 
designed to provide financial support to help 
students present their research at conferences. 
Gilly holds a master’s degree in biochemistry 
from the University of Scranton and a PhD in 
molecular biology from Lehigh University.

George Hood Jr. ’80 has set six Guinness 
World Records in three endurance categories 
in conjunction with events raising funds for 
the American Heart Association, United Way, 
and other charities. He has held records for the 
rope-skipping and stationary bike marathons 
and, as of this printing, continues to hold 
the record for the abdominal plank. Hood 
is director of group exercise at Five Seasons 
Family Sports Club, a certified personal trainer, 
and an ultra-endurance training consultant. 
He has also held roles including vulnerability 
assessment expert, law enforcement 
professional in Afghanistan, supervisory 
special agent in the U.S. Drug Enforcement 
Administration, special agent with the Naval 
Criminal Investigative Service, and infantry 
officer in the U.S. Marine Corps.

After 32 years at the United States Patent 
and Trademark Office, Esther Massung 
Kepplinger ’71 became chief patent 
counselor for Wilson Sonsini Goodrich & Rosati 
in Washington, D.C. There, she acts as liaison 
to the Patent Office, counsels clients on patent 
strategy, and serves as an expert witness 
in patent litigation. Originally hired as a 
chemist at the Patent Office, Kepplinger served 
as a patent examiner and in a number of 
supervisory roles before spending her last five 
years there as deputy commissioner for patent 
operations. She has served on the Patent 
Public Advisory Committee since 2009 after 
being appointed to the role by the secretary of 
Commerce.

In her role in the Office of Management and 
Budget in Washington, D.C., Lisa Schlosser 
’86 effectively serves as the deputy federal 
chief information officer. Previously, she 
worked for the Environmental Protection 
Agency, serving most recently as principal 
deputy associate administrator in the Office 
of External Affairs and Environmental 
Education. She also served in chief information 
and information security roles in the 
U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development and the U.S. Department of 
Transportation. In the private sector, she was 
a vice president at Global Integrity and senior 
manager at Ernst & Young, LLP. A former 
military intelligence officer in the U.S. Army, 
she recently retired as a lieutenant colonel in 
the Army Reserves.

Bryan Putt ’86 is CEO of American 
International Relocation Solutions (AIReS), 
a full-service global relocation company in 
Pittsburgh. His father started the company 
as American International in 1981, and 
Putt joined eight years later as director of 
information systems. After holding various 
roles in sales and management at the 
company, he was named president in 1998 and 
CEO last year. AIReS has been named one of 
the nation’s fastest growing companies by Inc. 
magazine, and Putt was a finalist for the Ernst 
& Young Entrepreneur of the Year Award in 
2009. Before joining American International, 
Putt was a senior consultant for Oracle 
Corporation in Bethesda, Maryland. 

Initially recruited to develop sexuality 
education courses at Pennsylvania State 
University, professor Patricia Barthalow 
Koch ’72 went on to earn her doctorate and 
help create the university’s Department of 
Biobehavioral Health. Her interest in sexuality 
education formed while pursuing a master’s at 
New York University, where she was part of an 
international health education program and 
studied in Sweden and Japan. A fellow of the 
Society for the Scientific Study of Sexuality, she 
received its Hugo G. Beigel Research Award 
and Service to the Profession Award. She is a 
former teacher in Plum Borough and received 
the district’s distinguished alumni award in 
2009. She is also director of the Pennsylvania 
Learning Academy of Sexuality Education.

An education reporter at the Philadelphia 
Inquirer, Susan Snyder ’85 took the lead on 
a series about school violence that earned the 
newspaper the Pulitzer Prize for public service 
in 2012 and brought about improved safety 
efforts in the city’s schools. The series, “Assault 
on Learning,” also received a first-place award 
from Investigative Reporters and Editors, the 
Casey Medal for Meritorious Journalism, a 
Salute to Excellence Award from the National 
Association of Black Journalists, and a 
Keystone Press Award from the Pennsylvania 
Newspaper Association. Snyder also has 
reported for the Morning Call in Allentown, 
the Times Leader in Wilkes-Barre, the Standard 
Speaker in Hazleton, and the Freeman’s 
Journal in Cooperstown, New York.

After two years as executive vice president of 
Highmark, Inc., and president of the Provider 
Division, John Paul ’72 was named president 
and CEO of West Penn Allegheny Health 
System in April. He will continue to lead 
Highmark’s provider venture, now known 
as the Allegheny Health Network. Paul’s 
career spanned more than 30 years with the 
University of Pittsburgh Medical Center, 
during which he served as executive vice 
president, chief financial officer, and chief 
operating officer before retiring in 2003 and 
working as a consultant to various health 
care organizations. For his work to revitalize 
the Make-A-Wish Foundation of Greater 
Pennsylvania and Southern West Virginia, 
Paul received the Lifetime Achievement 
Award in 1998.

After three years as provost and academic vice 
president at Western Illinois University, Jack 
Thomas D’90 was named the university’s 
11th president in 2011. Thomas previously 
served as senior vice provost for academic 
affairs and interim dean at Middle Tennessee 
State University and in various roles at the 
University of Maryland Eastern Shore and 
South Carolina State University. Thomas is 
completing a book, Within These Gates, about 
African Americans in higher education, and 
he has lectured widely and written numerous 
scholarly articles, many exploring his research 
interest in blacks in literature. Thomas holds a 
master’s degree from Virginia State University 
and a bachelor’s degree from Alabama A&M.
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NAMEDROPPERS

In a long career as a 
football coach, Frank 
Cignetti ’60, M’65 
became known as one of 

the best play callers because of 
his innovative ideas and ability 
to think ahead during the 
game. But of the thousands of 
calls Cignetti made in his long 
and storied coaching career, 
the one that gave him the most 
success wasn’t a pass or a run. 

It was a return—a return home.

Cignetti, who won 182 games as 
IUP’s football coach from 1986 
to 2005, was chosen in May as 
a member of the Class of 2013 
for the College Football Hall of 
Fame. He is to be inducted at a 
dinner in Atlanta in August.

“I have a lot of people at IUP to 
thank,” Cignetti said. “We had a 
great administration.”

Cignetti came back to his alma 
mater in 1982 as the director of 
athletics. Before that, he had 
been the head football coach 
at West Virginia University 
and had struggled to gain 
many victories on the field. 
But at IUP, he began building 
the athletics department into 
a national power, and that 
success carried over to the 
football field when he became 
the coach before the 1986 
season.

In 20 seasons at the helm, the 
Indians never had a losing 
season, won 14 Pennsylvania 
State Athletic Conference 
West Division titles, earned 
13 NCAA Division II playoff 
berths, twice played in the 
national championship game, 
and became one of the most 
respected football teams in the 
country.

By the time he retired in 
2005, Cignetti had won an 
astounding 78 percent of his 
games at IUP. His teams were 
especially dominant in the 
PSAC West, winning at a clip 
of 88 percent over the years 
against the likes of California, 
Clarion, Edinboro, and Slippery 
Rock.

So it’s easy to see why Cignetti’s 
decision in 1982 to return to 
IUP was the best call he ever 
made.

“The opportunity to come 
back to IUP was really what 
I needed,” he said. “It’s the 
smartest decision I could have 
made.”

Cignetti will become the third 
member of the IUP football 
family to be inducted into the 
College Football Hall of Fame, 
joining former coach Chuck 
Klausing, inducted in 1998, 
and former standout player Jim 
Haslett ’91, enshrined in 2001.

Hall of Fame
The 18th class of the IUP 
Athletic Hall of Fame will be 
inducted September 14, with 
a reception at the Indiana 
Country Club and recognition 
at halftime of the football 
game against Cheyney later 
that afternoon. The class 
includes 14 former IUP athletes 
representing nine sports.

The inductees are Craig 
Stabler ’76, baseball; Don 
Cavalero ’56 and Yancey 
Taylor, men’s basketball; Leah 
Simmons Parow ’93, women’s 
basketball; Richard Wolf ’77, 
cross country and track and 
field; Dean Cottrill ’88, John 
Griffith ’60, Bob Jamison ’65, 
Bob Tate ’69, and the late Fred 
Tomb ’36, football; the late 
David Cramer ’66, rifle; the 
late Frank Schatko ’72, M’77, 
soccer; Tiffany Staver ’96, 
swimming; and Laura Hall-
Gourley ’03, M’05, volleyball.

Indiana County businessman 
Mario Luther ’76 will receive 
the Bell Ringer Award for 
his longtime support of IUP 
athletics.

Those interested in attending 
the reception should call 
Karyl Miller in the athletics 
department at 724-357-2057.

New Coaches
Part of the first family of 
western Pennsylvania 
basketball came to IUP in June 
when Tom McConnell was 
hired as the new women’s 
basketball coach. A former 
head coach and assistant with 
decades of experience at the 
Division I level, McConnell 
came to IUP after a stint as an 
assistant at Old Dominion. His 
sister, Suzie McConnell-Serio, 
is the head coach at Pitt, and 
several of his brothers and 
sisters have been successful 
players and coaches all over the 
country. In early spring, Aline 
Dos Santos was named the 
new IUP women’s volleyball 
coach. A native of Brazil, Dos 
Santos has several years of 
experience as a Division I 
assistant, most recently at 
Akron.

Spring Recap 
In a photo finish, IUP came 
oh so close to winning its first 
Dixon Trophy after finishing 
three one-hundredths of a point 
behind West Chester. The PSAC 
gives out the trophy annually 
to the top athletics department 
in the conference based on a 
formula that averages each 
team’s finish in conference 
standings.

Thanks to conference 
championships in football, golf, 
and men’s basketball, IUP held 
the lead for the Dixon Trophy 
through the fall and winter 
seasons, but West Chester had 
a big spring and overtook the 
Crimson Hawks at the finish, 
10.77 to 10.74. This is the fifth 
time IUP has placed second in 
the Dixon Trophy standings.

On the playing fields and 
courts, the Crimson Hawks 
put together a solid spring, 
led by the breakout season of 
the lacrosse team. Under head 
coach Mindy Richmond, 
the Crimson Hawks set a 
school record with 13 wins, 
advanced to the PSAC 
semifinals, and hosted a 
conference tournament game. 
After the season, IUP swept 
the conference awards, as 
Richmond was named PSAC 
Coach of the Year; Alexa 
Lodovici, Athlete of the 
Year; and Drew Hayden, 
Freshman of the Year. 
Additionally, Colleen Berlin, 
Taylor Norwood, and Paige 
Beierschmitt were named 
to the all-conference team. 
Lodovici and Norwood were 
also named to the All-America 
team, and Hayden and Amy 
Weinberg were chosen for the 
regional all-rookie team.

The men’s golf team continued 
to do what it has done under 
longtime coach Fred Joseph: 
dominate. During the spring 

portion of the schedule, the 
Crimson Hawks claimed the 
NCAA Division II Atlantic/
East Super Region title and 
advanced to the national 
championships for the sixth 
straight year, finishing 14th. 
In postseason honors, Zack 
Kempa was named the PSAC 
Golfer of the Year, and Sean 
Sweithelm and Kenny 
Sames were chosen for the 
all-conference team. That trio 
also was named to the PING 
all-region team.

After a sluggish start to the 
spring season, coach Larry 
Peterson’s tennis team 
rebounded nicely. The Crimson 
Hawks dropped six of their 
first seven matches before 
reeling off a string of 14 wins 
in a row that included a run to 
the conference championship 
match. They eventually made 
it to the NCAA championship 
tournament and lost in the 
first round in Surprise, Arizona. 
Three players, Katie Eaton, 
Tanya Timko, and Erika 
Schnaas, were named to the 
all-conference team, and Eaton 
and Timko were picked for the 
all-region team. 

Head coach Jeff Ditch’s 
baseball team narrowly missed 
a PSAC playoff berth when it 
lost a tiebreaker and was left out 
of the conference tournament 
with a 27-23 overall record. 
In individual awards, the 
Crimson Hawks placed five 

on the all-conference team: 
pitcher Stephen Cooke, 
designated hitter Troy Foster, 
utility player Brett Quiggle, 
and infielders Dylan Tice and 
Robbie Zinsmeister. Cooke 
and Tice were also named to the 
all-region team.

The IUP softball team, under 
the guidance of coach Bill 
Graham, sported a 26-15 
overall record, including six 
consecutive wins to end the 
season, but did not earn a spot 
in the conference playoffs. 
Despite not being chosen by the 
coaches for the all-conference 
team, outfielder Jasa Mitchell 
was picked for the all-region 
team.

In track and field, five IUP 
athletes worked their way 
through the rigorous regular 
season to earn a berth 
at the NCAA Division II 
championships in Pueblo, 
Colorado. Jared Long 
(400-meter hurdles) and Laurie 
Ajavon (long jump) placed 

14th in their respective events, 
while Alyssa Taddie (women’s 
3,000-meter steeplechase) 
took 16th and Clinton 
Keller (men’s 3,000-meter 
steeplechase) and Jessica 
Rocco (javelin) placed 19th.

Alumni Notes 
Several IUP alumni were 
selected this spring for 
induction into one of the many 
athletic halls of fame dotting 
the landscape. Three graduates 
were picked for the Indiana 
County Sports Hall of Fame: 
Marty Bolo ’75, Ab Dettorre 
’76, M’85, and the late Bert 
McPherson ’71. Former IUP 
football standout Butch Aggen 
’76, M’78 was inducted in April 
into the Armstrong County 
Sports Hall of Fame. Another 

former IUP football star, John 
Ballein ’83, was enshrined 
in June to the Washington-
Greene County chapter of the 
Pennsylvania Sports Hall 
of Fame. He is currently the 
associate director of athletics for 
football operations at Virginia 
Tech. And, for his 33-year career 
as a sports writer with the Beaver 
County Times, Mike Bires ’77 
was inducted in April to the 
Beaver County Sports Hall of 
Fame.

Following the retirement of 
Frances Nee as IUP’s associate 
director of athletics, Steve 
Roach ’01 returned to his alma 
mater to fill the position. In his 
first season as head baseball 
coach at Indiana High School, 
Rob Stossel ’97 guided the 
Indians to their first WPIAL 
section championship since 
2004. Chris Bache ’87 has been 
named the offensive coordinator 
for the football team at Ferrum 
College, an NCAA Division III 
school in Virginia. Most recently, 
Bache was an assistant at Kent 

State, Ohio. This fall, Kenneth 
Brinkman ’94 will begin his 
16th season as head football 
coach at North Harford High 
School in Pylesville, Maryland. 
Brinkman’s team went 11-1 last 
season. Since the 2008 season, 
Angelo Sands ’68 has been 
the men’s golf coach at Florida 
Atlantic University in West 
Palm Beach. In September, 
Dan McCarty ’93 will start his 
12th season as the men’s soccer 
coach at Seton Hill University 
in Greensburg. Megan Timpf 
M’10, a former assistant softball 
coach at IUP, recently completed 
her second season on the staff 
at Barry University in Miami, 
Florida. m

BY MATTHEW BURGLUND

For up-to-the-minute news on IUP sports,
visit www.iupathletics.com. There you’ll 

find all the newest news Namedroppers can’t 
bring you because of deadline constraints.

The lacrosse team’s Alexa Lodovici, left, and Drew Hayden

Frank Cignetti, shown on the football field in June, will be part of 
the Class of 2013 of the College Football Hall of Fame.
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All-conference golfers Sean Sweithelm, left, and Kenny Sames
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“For any person in any major, the experience is transformative,” 
said Michele Petrucci, IUP’s assistant vice president for 
International Education and Global Engagement. “It makes 
students more reflective, and it emphasizes to them what it truly 
means to be an American and where America stands with the rest 
of the world.”

Petrucci said the experience, in addition to providing an education 
about other cultures, gives students a firsthand civics lesson on 
voting, banking, and the rights of women—things many of them 
think little about when they are at home. She said studying 
abroad also differentiates them in the job market.

Two IUP students who recently studied abroad with scholarship 
assistance from a fund established by 1979 IUP graduate Marla 
Sabo attest to those very benefits Petrucci described.

For Alex Fidler, an international business major from the Reading 
area enrolled in the Cook Honors College, visiting Germany for 
a second time was important to her. In her first trip, she lacked 
expenses to travel anywhere beyond Bayrischzell, where she lived 
and worked independently in the summer of 2010. Last spring, she 
enrolled in the University of Applied Sciences in Nuremberg and, 
thanks to the scholarship support, was able to extend her travel 
to locations like Bamberg, with fellow students who were on 
exchanges from other countries, and to Salzburg, Austria. 

“I am the only American student in the exchange group, and all 
my friends are from different countries. It’s really nice to have 
totally new perspectives on everything,” Fidler wrote in an e-mail 
message while in Nuremberg. “Even though most of the other 
exchange students are from various countries and cultures, I 
found all of them to be very open and friendly. I think this is just 
spectacular.”

International 
Study    
The Transformative 
Experience
By Regan Houser

The benefits are difficult to 
quantify, but ask anyone who 
has ever participated in an 
overseas study experience, and 
the answer is generally the same.

If you would like 
to help broaden 
the perspective of 
IUP students who 
will someday enter 
the work force, 
please consider a 
gift to support their 
international travel 
by visiting www.
iup.edu/supportiup/
studyabroad.

Arria Washington, who transferred to IUP from the University of 
Maryland as a junior, spent the fall semester in Seoul, South Korea, 
and graduated in May. An aspiring teacher of English as a second 
language who wants someday to pursue a Fulbright scholarship, 
she studied Korean through IUP’s Critical Languages Program.

While she said she learned a great deal of the Korean language 
here at IUP, continuing her study at Korea University was more 
intense. Her experience included teaching English to children, 
which enabled her to see firsthand how young students actually 
learn a new language.

“In my culture class, we took a different trip every week,” she said. 
“But, the funds I received from the scholarship allowed me to 
explore even more.” 

IUP sends between 225 and 250 students abroad each year. 
Roughly 100 travel through faculty-led excursions that last a few 
weeks. The balance of them have semester-long experiences. They 
study at one of the 50 to 60 universities with which IUP has a 
formal exchange agreement. 

Petrucci said the most consistent stumbling block is money.

Several IUP students have received the prestigious Benjamin 
Gilman Scholarship, an award made by the U.S. Department of 
State that funds international study experiences for American 
college students. However, there are not many alternative 
funding sources, Petrucci said, leaving students and their families 
to foot the entire bill. The cost of tuition and housing is generally 
about the same as they would pay at IUP, but in-state students 
are required to pay out-of-state fee rates to cover the cost of 
the exchange student who will take their place at IUP. Travel, 
passport, and visa costs are what put students in the financial hurt 
locker—between $4,000 and $5,000.

Still, Petrucci believes the additional expense is worth it, if 
students can find the means to pay. 

“My hope is that when students return, they are more informed 
and have a deeper appreciation for what they have here,” 
Petrucci said. “And, I always hope, someday, they will use their 
experiences to provide constructive criticism to improve our 
country.” mC
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Alex Fidler 

Arria Washington
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ALL ABOUT ALUMNI

1950s 
Though best known for his 
work as an arts educator and 
administrator, Clyde McGeary 
’54 has quietly stayed active 
as an artist himself. A 50-year 
retrospective exhibit of his work 
was displayed over the summer 
at Lebanon Valley College’s 
Suzanne H. Arnold Art Gallery 
in Annville. Clyde McGeary: 

Perspectives from an Artist-
Educator included some of the 
more than 1,000 paintings and 
sculptures he created while 
spending his days working for 
the Pennsylvania Department 
of Education, the Council on the 
Arts, and other groups. Clyde is 
credited with establishing the 
Governor’s School for the Arts 
and the complex of Governor’s 

Schools of Excellence. His 
artwork has also been exhibited 
in Pittsburgh and Washington, 
D.C.

1960s
When Bob Henger ’63 wrote a 
book about his life experiences, 
The Silent Generation, 1925-
1945, he devoted a chapter 

to his years at Indiana State 
College. Although the book was 
intended for family and friends, 
he allowed IUP Magazine to 
share excerpts from the chapter 
on its website last fall. Bob 
returned to campus in May 
for the 50th reunion of his 
graduating class, and while 
here, he reunited with some ISC 
friends who were prominent 

in his book: Jim Horner ’63, 
M’68, Richard Price ’63, 
M’68, and William Wegener 
’64. See a photo from their 
recent visit to campus and find 
a link to excerpts from the book 
on the Alumni Extra website. 

A retired colonel and 
superintendent of schools, 
Mike Stefanick ’65, M’71, 
of Duncansville, recently 
published a book, A Common 
Sense Approach to Discipline. 
Designed for parents, teachers, 
counselors, and anyone who 
works with children, the 
book provides principles for 
developing an effective plan for 
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World renowned soprano 
and four-time Grammy 
winner Renée Fleming 
returned to her birthplace, 
Indiana, Pennsylvania, 
in March to perform in 
Fisher Auditorium as the 
headliner in the Lively 
Arts’ Ovations! series. Her 
parents, Edwin Fleming 
and Patricia Seymour 
Alexander, both received 
bachelor’s degrees in music education from Indiana State College 
in 1959. Edwin is originally from the Cherry Tree, Indiana County, 
area; Patricia, from Coraopolis. Patricia has taught voice for 17 
years in the community education department of the Eastman 

Entrepreneur and philanthropist Robert Cook ’64, who 
endowed the Cook Honors College at IUP, has written his 
second book in a series that started with Cooch in 2010. Patriot 
& Assassin, published in January by Royal Wulff, follows 
protagonist Alejandro “Cooch” Cuchulain from the heart of a 
plot to release nerve gas in one of the nation’s busiest stadiums, 
into the hands of the terrorist who planned the attack. After a 
30-year career in the computer software business, Bob joined 
his wife, Paula Brooks, in planting and then managing the 
Dancing Hares Vineyard in St. Helena, California. A Vietnam 
veteran, Bob attained the rank of major in the U.S. Army and 
earned the Parachutist Badge, Bronze Star Medal, and Army 
Commendation Medal. He was named Ernst and Young 
Entrepreneur of the Year for the Metropolitan Washington, 
D.C., area in 1987. Originally from Altoona, he holds an MBA 
from George Washington University. Find more information at 
www.robertcooknovels.com.

When the IUP Military Science Department established its 
Hall of Fame in April to recognize outstanding ROTC graduates, 
Barry Gasdek ’64 was the first to be inducted into the hall’s 
Excellence Division. Barry, who retired as a lieutenant colonel 
in the U.S. Army, had two tours in Vietnam. During the second, 
he flew last-light visual reconnaissance and survived being 
shot down twice. The last assignment for the Distinguished 
Service Cross recipient was as professor of military science in 
the University of Wyoming’s ROTC program. A former all-state 
guard in football, Barry was inducted into the IUP Athletic Hall 
of Fame in 2012.

Inaugural inductees into the Leadership Division of the hall 
of fame are the IUP graduates who have attained the rank of 
general: Major General Leonard Hoch ’59, Lieutenant General 
Joseph Laposata ’60, Brigadier General Thomas Jacoby ’64, 
Major General (Retired) Rodney Ruddock ’65, M’75, Major 
General Larry Gottardi ’71, Major General Thomas Csrnko 
’74, Brigadier General Robin Swan ’78, Major General Leslie 
Miller Purser ’80, and Brigadier General Bryan Owens ’83.

discipline. More information is 
available at www.bookbymike.
com. 

Martha Harclerode Delvin 
Miner ’67, M’70 reported her 
recent retirements: in 2005 as 
a part-time faculty member at 
Pennsylvania State University, 
in 2007 as an unemployment 
compensation examiner for the 
state, and in 2012 from Sam’s 
Club in Altoona. Find more 
news about Martha under 
Weddings.

Director of Rehabilitation 
Services at St. Mark’s Hospital 
in Salt Lake City, Denise 
Guiney Perkins ’67 received 

the Frank R. Kleffner Lifetime 
Clinical Career Award from 
the Utah Speech and Hearing 
Association. A speech-language 
pathologist for 45 years, she 
started her career in the schools 
and later served Intermountain 
Healthcare and Primary 
Children’s Medical Center in 
Salt Lake City. She and a partner 
established Speech Pathology 
Associates of Utah in 1994, and 
Denise later became director 
of speech-language pathology 
for Salt Lake Physical Therapy 
Associates, which obtained the 
contract for St. Mark’s in 1999. 

She also holds a master’s degree 
from the University of Utah. 

Pennsylvania sculptor Jim 
Bright ’69, M’81 and painter 
Joanne Landis brought their 
Spirit and Substance exhibit 
to the Station Gallery in Lock 
Haven in May. Specializing in 
carving and casting, Jim studied 
sculpture at Penn State and in 
Lucca, Italy, in addition to IUP. 
Specific themes in his work 
include human interactions, 
implied human movement, 
and studies of growth. In 
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School of Music in Rochester, New York, where she currently has 
38 students. She also directs the Eastman Community Chamber 
Singers. Previously, she taught in the Rochester City School 
District for 27 years. Edwin, a composer and retired voice/choir 
teacher, became a real estate broker in New York and Florida 
and now lives in South Carolina. Their daughter’s visit to IUP 
was celebrated with the establishment of the Renée Fleming 
Scholarship in Vocal Performance. She also took part in a 
question-and-answer session for a group of IUP music students. 
Attending her performance were more than 30 family members, 
including her father and stepmother, husband, one of two 
daughters, brother, and sister. Her siblings are Rachelle Fleming, a 
musical theater faculty member at Catholic University of America 
in Washington, D.C., who recently received her DMA from the 
University of Miami, and Ted Fleming, a technology teacher in 
New Rochelle, New York.

Renée Fleming, above, performing in Fisher 
Auditorium in March and, at left, as an infant 
with her parents outside of Waller Hall on 
graduation day, 1959
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May, he also received the 
Distinguished Artist award 
from Penn State’s Palmer 
Museum of Art.

1970s
In a story about alumnae who 
serve their alma maters on 
alumni boards, Alpha Sigma 

Tau sorority’s Anchor magazine 
featured Elaine Tselepis 
Sheetz ’71. In the write-up, she 
discussed some of the activities 
of the IUP Alumni Association 
and her reasons for getting 
involved.

The Crab Hollow Chronicles, 
a fictitious memoir by Karen 

Soost Gennari ’73, has 
been published by eLectio 
Publishing. Targeting baby 
boomers, it is a lighthearted 
trip back to childhood and 
an opportunity to relive the 
people, music, and headlines of 
the early 1960s, according to the 
author, a retired English teacher 
in West Mifflin.

A professor in the speech-
language pathology program, 
David Stein ’75 received 
the Meritorious Service 
Award in May from the IUP 
chapter of the Association of 
Pennsylvania State College and 
University Faculties. He has 
served as chapter treasurer on 
the executive committee for 11 
years and as departmental or 
alternate representative for 20 
years.

West Allegheny School 
District Superintendent John 
DiSanti ’76 received the 2013 
Distinguished Educator Award 
in March from the University 
of Pittsburgh’s Tri-State Area 
School Study Council. John has 
held administrative positions in 
the Derry Township (Hershey) 
and Deer Lakes (Pittsburgh) 
school districts and holds the 
distinction of being one of 
the youngest administrators 
in the country to rise to a 
superintendent position, 
which he did at age 31. He 
holds a master’s degree from 
Westminster College and a 
doctorate from the University 
of Pittsburgh.

A self-employed marketing 
creative director, Carol 
Worthington-Levy ’75 
recently did work for ROVI 
media that won an Advertising 
Age SAM award. Carol directed 
the photo shoot and worked 
on all creative aspects on 
behalf of agency Beasley Direct 
Marketing. Carol is a 1987 
recipient of the Distinguished 
Alumni Award. She and her 
business partners sold their 
multichannel marketing 
agency to Merkle in 2011.

Executive director of Upper 
Bucks County nonprofit 
justCommunity, Lee Rush 
’76 received the Advocate 
of the Year award from the 
Community Anti-Drug 
Coalitions of America in 
February. Lee entered the 
prevention field following 
a series of teen suicides in 
Quakertown in the early 1980s. 
He took a job as director of 

Have you noticed this icon at the end of a class note? It means that more information and often photos 
are available on the IuP Magazine website under Alumni Extra, www.iup.edu/magazine/alumniextra.

Project CARE (Chemical Abuse 
Reduction by Education), 
where part of his work 
involved teaching adults how 
to work with troubled youth. 
In 1999, after working a few 
years in human resources at a 
senior care facility, he started 
justCommunity, which works 
to build a safer, healthier 
community for young people. 
In this role, Lee has advanced 
a number of programs that 

Students from the 1960s may remember the Folkmen, an 
award-winning folk music group that played throughout 
Pennsylvania and New Jersey while its members were 
attending Indiana State College in the group’s early years 
and later IUP. At the Intercollegiate Musical Competition, 
comprising groups from across the Eastern seaboard, the 
Folkmen took third place in 1966 and won the top prize in 1967 
in the vocal category. 

The Folkmen had 10 members while active from 1964 to 1969. 
Surviving members are David Frye ’68, Alan Luckey ’87, 
M’89, Bruce Bly, Larry Carter, Fred Danziger, and George 
“Woody” Woodbury. The group also included the late Mike 
Dubois ’68, Warren Allen ’69, Jeff Kelley ’69, and D. C. 
Fitzgerald. 

After Jeff, a chiropractor and musician in the Indiana area, died 
earlier this year, the group’s surviving members established 
the Folkmen Scholarship for music majors with an interest in 
folk music and specializing in voice or a stringed instrument. 
Alan, who lives in Indiana, is in the process of writing a book 
about the Folkmen and life at IUP during the 1960s. He plans to 
publish the book in 2014 to commemorate the 50th anniversary 
of the group’s formation.

The Folkmen, in 1966-67: from left, David Frye, Mike Dubois, 
Alan Luckey, Warren Allen, and D. C. Fitzgerald
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Fallen FBI agent Gregory Spinelli ’70 was remembered by 
his Theta Chi fraternity brothers with the creation of a portrait 
now mounted in IUP’s Wilson Hall, home of the Criminology 
Department. The portrait, dedicated at a ceremony in May in 
Sutton Hall’s Blue Room, is the third of its kind in an effort 
led by Carl Amenhauser ’67, with Robert Clarke ’69 as the 
portrait artist. The earlier portraits honor two alumni killed in 
Vietnam, James Flannery ’69 and Robert Young ’67.

In a related project, the Theta Chi alumni group has established 
a Theta Chi Heroes Memorial Scholarship, to be awarded each 
year to an IUP ROTC cadet. The scholarship became endowed 
this summer, and its first award will be made in the 2014-15 
academic year.

Among the speakers at the portrait dedication ceremony in 
May were Gregory’s brother George Spinelli ’68, a retired FBI 
special agent; his widow, Tina Mauro McElhatton; retired 
FBI special agent David Zacur ’74, director of IUP’s Criminal 
Justice Training Center; and Joseph Marcoline ’70, D’90, an 
IUP Professional Studies in Education faculty member. Gregory 
worked for two years in an FBI laboratory before becoming 
a special agent with the FBI field office in Charlotte, North 
Carolina. He was killed during a bank robbery in 1973. In the 
four decades since his death, the Criminology Department has 
awarded an annual scholarship in his honor. Gregory is a son 
of the late Ruth McCormick Spinelli ’62, M’64 and George 
Spinelli, a professor emeritus from the Counselor Education 
Department.

With Gregory Spinelli’s portrait are George Spinelli, Gregory’s 
brother, and Tina Mauro McElhatton, Gregory’s widow.

Denver performance 
poet Gregory Harris ’75, 
who performs under just 
his middle name, Seth, 
recently had a poetic 
memoir spanning 30 years 
of his work published by 
Mercury HeartLink. A 
Black Odyssey: Collected 
Poems interweaves his 
most popular poems and 
performances into a single 
narrative. Gregory uses 
Homer’s The Odyssey as 
a model to chart his own 
life journey as a black man 
in contemporary America. 
At IUP, he was co-editor 
of the Penn in 1973-74. 
Find more information at 
www.heartlink.com.

discourage drug and alcohol 
use among youth.

Jack Stamp ’76, IUP professor 
and Music Department chair, 
was commissioned by the 
Okaloosa County (Florida) 
High School Honors Band 
to compose “Panhandle 
Prelude.” The piece premiered 
in February during an event in 
Niceville, Florida, coordinated 
by Kelly Deklinski ’06. The 

band comprises 100 students 
from the four high schools in 
Okaloosa County.

As mentioned in 
Namedroppers, 33-year 
Beaver County Times sports 
reporter Michael Bires ’77 
was inducted into the Beaver 
County Sports Hall of Fame in 
April. A photo of Mike appears 
in Alumni Extra.

Longtime welfare system 
employee Joseph 
Waltenbaugh ’77 recently 
published a book, The 
Elephants’ Graveyard: A Guide 
for Getting and Keeping Your 
Welfare Entitlements. Joseph 
worked in the welfare system 
for 32 years, having served as a 
caseworker, administrative law 
judge, and regional director. In 
the book, he takes a humorous 
approach to exposing what he 
calls the system’s fundamental 
flaws and the failings of the 
bureaucracy that support it. 
Find more information at 
www.waltenbaugh.net. 

A professor in the Educational 
Professions Department at 
Frostburg State University in 
Maryland, Barbara Acker 
Ornstein ’78, M’79, D’96 
received the first President’s 
Distinguished Faculty 
Award for her efforts to 
create meaningful learning 
experiences within the 
classroom and community. 
Barbara is also associate director 
of the Children’s Literature 
Centre at Frostburg State.

Owner of her own practice in 
Mechanicsburg, Erica Voss-
Meloy ’78 is celebrating 
30 years as an optometrist. 
She received her doctor of 
optometry degree from the 
Pennsylvania College of 
Optometry in Philadelphia in 
1983.

Karen Vincent Kos ’79 
reported that she and her 
college roommates, from the 
house along School Street they 

knew as the Oasis, continue to 
get together every other year. 
This year, they visited Brenda 
Royer Hughes ’78 in Florida. 
The other former roommates 
are Gwen Lacoe Arnold ’78, 
Sheree McQuaide Wagner 
’78, Donata Magnani 
Malone ’79, Marta Tridico 
urban ’79, and Jayne Cramer 
Bahrenburg ’85. They plan 
to meet in Greensburg in 2015 
and visit the IUP campus. Their 
previous gatherings have been 
in Colorado in 2007, Arizona in 
2009, and Maryland in 2011.

Oakmont resident Jerry Parfitt 
’79 has been named chief 
financial officer at Familylinks, 
Inc., a nonprofit human services 
agency in Pittsburgh focused 
on behavioral, social, and 
developmental health issues. 
Jerry has a wealth of experience 
on executive teams of local 
health care and nonprofit 
organizations. He previously 
served as director of finance at 
Passavant Memorial Homes 
and Subsidiaries and worked 
for 22 years at Allegheny Valley 
School.

1980s
At the University of Northern 
Iowa in Cedar Falls, Henry 
Owusu M’80 has been 
promoted to professor in the 
Department of Geography.

A family and consumer science 
teacher, Karen Wutzke 
Rubrecht ’80 attained 
National Board Certification 
for Teaching in the past year. 
She has taught at Gainesville 
Middle School in the Prince 
William County School District 
in northern Virginia for the past 
nine years.

An employee of Toronto-based 
Delcan Corporation, David 
Veights ’80 recently obtained 
his Project Management 
Professional certification from 
the Project Management 
Institute. Currently, he has a 
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major role in the Metrolinx 
Toronto light rail transit 
program as the environmental 
assessment project manager. 
He joined Delcan, a 
multidisciplinary engineering, 
management, and technology 
firm, in 2008 and has more 
than 30 years of experience 
in the planning field. David 
also holds a master of public 
administration degree from the 
University of Pittsburgh.

Minnesota State University, 
Mankato, has named Marilyn 
Karaffa Wells ’80 its provost 
and senior vice president for 
academic affairs. Since 2008, 
she had served as vice provost 
and graduate dean at East 
Stroudsburg University of 
Pennsylvania. Before that, 
she held a number of roles 
at Hampton University in 
Virginia and elsewhere in 
higher education, government, 
and business. In addition to 
her IUP degree, she holds a 
doctorate in health education 
from Southern Illinois 
University in Carbondale and 
master’s degrees in public 
health and health education 
from East Stroudsburg.

Rebecca Spangler Barker ’81 
has been named to the board 
of directors of the National 
Charity League, Inc., Star 
chapter, as vice president for 
communications. The NCL’s 
mission is to foster mother-
daughter relationships in a 
philanthropic organization 
committed to community 
service, leadership 
development, and cultural 
experiences. Rebecca and her 
daughter Dana, a high school 
sophomore in the Houston, 
Texas, area, have been active in 
the NCL for three years.

American Circulation 
Innovations has named 
Randall Brant ’81 its chief 
revenue officer. He had served 
for two years as vice president 
of sales and marketing for 
the company, now in its fifth 

decade of print distribution. 
He has also held leadership 
positions in print, digital, and 
niche publishing at several 
major newspapers.

An IUP geology student from 
the late ’70s and early ’80s in 
Walsh Hall, Gary Smarsh ’81 
has entered his 25th year of 
employment as a geologist with 
the New Jersey Department 
of Environmental Protection. 
“Time in real life does go by 
fast,” he wrote, “unlike that 
geologically, which takes so 
much longer to pass. And we 
like it that way!”

A member of Phi Kappa Psi 
fraternity, Bob Marchesani 
’83 received the North-
American Interfraternity 
Conference’s highest honor, the 
Gold Medal, in April. His service 
to the fraternal movement has 
included membership on the 
boards of his fraternity and the 
NIC, speaking engagements, 
and facilitating educational 
programming. He also has 
served as NIC chairman and 
co-editor of the 20th edition of 
Baird’s Manual of American 
College Fraternities. As a Gold 
Medal recipient, Bob is in the 
company of former president 
Ronald Reagan, among other 
past winners. Professionally, he 
is senior director of oncology 
new product planning 
for Indianapolis-based 
pharmaceutical firm Eli Lilly 
and Company.

A partner at public accounting 
firm Malin Bergquist & 
Company, David Bluemling 
’85 has joined the Metropolitan 
Board of Directors of the Y of 
Greater Pittsburgh. From 2001 
to 2010, David was managing 
partner and chief executive 
officer for Malin Bergquist. 
IUP’s Eberly College of Business 
and Information Technology 
also named him its Outstanding 
Entrepreneur in 2009. David 
lives in Baden with his wife, 
Sheila Mowry Bluemling 
’85, and three sons.
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The Student Affairs in Higher 
Education Department at IUP 
named Virginia Koch M’86 
the 2013 recipient of the Ronald 
Lunardini Distinguished 
Alumni Award. Virginia is 
associate director of residential 
services at Northwestern 
University in Evanston, Illinois, 
and recently earned her PhD in 
higher education from Loyola 
University Chicago. Before 
joining Northwestern in 1991, 

she worked in residence life at 
SUNY—College at Fredonia. 
The award was named in 
honor of Ron Lunardini ’69, 
a professor emeritus of Student 
Affairs in Higher Education. 

James Taylor ’86 has joined 
Michael Baker Jr., Inc., a unit 
of Michael Baker Corporation 
of Pittsburgh, as director of 
health and safety. Known 
as JT, he previously worked 

for 25 years in the aerospace 
industry, most recently as 
a senior corporate safety 
employee with United Space 
Alliance. He holds an MBA in 
aviation management from 
Embry-Riddle Aeronautical 
University and is a certified 
safety professional. Michael 
Baker Corporation provides 
engineering, design, planning, 
and construction services for 
clients worldwide. At IUP, JT 
was a member of the men’s 
tennis team. He is married to 

ARRIVALS

1990s
To Jennifer Wechs Fedder 
’92 and Dennis Fedder, a 
son, Soren Hanns, August 16, 
2011. To Joe McLaughlin 
’92, M’97 and Stephanie 
McLaughlin, a daughter, 
Mikayla Rose, October 22, 
2012. To Rebecca Hoover 
Timmons ’95, ’00 and 
Dave Timmons, a son, 
Kevin Sean, September 9, 
2012. To Shannon Pearce 
Anderson ’96 and Scott 
Anderson, a daughter, 
Katherine Mae, March 9, 
2013. To Ann Kochara ’96 
and Mike Balser, a daughter, 
Sarah Michael, December 27, 
2012. To Bonnie Sheehan 
Young ’96 and Tyrus Young, 
a daughter, Gillian Rose, 
January 14, 2013. To Amy 
Pryor Knapp ’97 and Robert 
Knapp, a daughter, Kennedy 
Quinn, January 15, 2013. 
To Mark Zellman ’99 and 
Kristi Zellman, a son, Garrett 
Michael, April 6, 2013.

2000s 
To Dustin Mott ’00 and 
Tiffany Desmond Mott ’02, 
a daughter, Olivia Kathleen, 
February 4, 2013. To Joe 
Mull ’00 and Jessica Mull, 
a son, Miles Austin, August 
15, 2012. To Marbeth Golba 
Truscello ’00 and Vince 
Truscello, a daughter, Gianna 
Marie, December 31, 2012. To 
Brent Whigham ’01 and 
Gina Mondi Whigham 

’03, a daughter, Brynn Marie, 
February 28, 2013. To Nicole 
Davis Bauer ’02 and Tom 
Bauer, a daughter, Chloe 
Noelle, December 17, 2012. To 
Thomas Koharchik ’03 and 

Heather Koharchik, a daughter, 
Hayley Ann, January 11, 2013. 
To Kris Proctor ’03 and Tina 
Crnkovic Proctor ’03, M’06, 
a son, Joshua Kristopher, April 
23, 2013. To Melissa Irion 
Sorokas ’04 and Andrew 
Sorokas, a daughter, Mikayla 
Ruth, December 12, 2012. To 
Jason Walsh ’04 and Kara 
Walsh, a son, Mitchell Philip, 
April 14, 2013. To Leslie 
Mellinger Woncheck ’04 and 
Keith Woncheck, a daughter, 
Nora Faye, November 2, 2012. 
To Lauren Kieliszak Wilusz 
M’06 and Joe Wilusz, a son, 
Thomas Joseph, February 19, 
2013. To Breanna Genevro 
Rush ’08 and Kevin Rush, 
a son, Jonah Alexander, 
December 7, 2012.

Poom Sunhachawi-Taylor 
’87.

Founder of Pinnacle Financial 
Strategies, Victor Conrad ’87 
has once again been named in 
Pittsburgh Magazine as a Five 
Star Best in Client Satisfaction 
Wealth Manager by Crescendo 
Business Services. He has 
received the recognition in 
each of the five years since 
the recognition program was 
started in 2009.

Frantz ’89 has become the 
first recipient of the American 
Psychological Association’s 
Excellence in Scholarship of 
Teaching and Learning at a 
Two-Year College or Campus 
Award.

1990s
Stacy Tees ’91 has joined 
Goldberg Segalla, LLP, as special 
counsel in its Philadelphia 
office. She is a member of the 
firm’s workers’ compensation 
and labor and employment 
practice groups. Previously, she 
was an attorney at German, 
Gallagher & Murtagh, PC. 
Stacy was elected to a three-
year term on the Board of 
Governors of the Philadelphia 
Bar Association and has held 
numerous positions with the 
workers’ compensation section 
of the organization. She also 
was a member of the executive 
committee of the Philadelphia 
Association of Defense Counsel. 
Stacy received her juris 
doctor degree from Duquesne 
University School of Law.

Jennifer Wechs Fedder ’92 
and her husband, Dennis, 
shared a photo on the Alumni 
Extra website of their son, 
Soren Hanns Fedder, from IUP 
Kennywood Day 2012. Soren 
was about 11 months old at the 
time.

Through his freelance camera 
work, Ray Miller ’92 appeared 
in two episodes of the Netflix 
series House of Cards. He 
portrays a camera operator in 
episodes six and nine, and in 
the latter, he has a speaking 
role that earned him a spot 
in the closing credits. Ray is a 
staff producer/director in West 
Virginia University’s in-house 
postproduction studio, and he 
previously worked for PBS. 
He also works on a freelance 
basis in videography and other 
technical and creative roles 
for television and industrial 
programs in southwestern 
Pennsylvania.

After working for 15 years with 
biopharmaceutical company 
UCB, Kathleen Shearer ’87, of 
Phoenix, received her second 
President Club award, given to 
the top 10 percent of the sales 
force. In 2012, Kathleen was 
ranked first in the company out 
of 155 sales representatives and 
was named Representative of 
the Year.

A professor of psychology at 
Highline Community College 
in Washington state, Sue 
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The family of Bill Sugra 
’93, a Cantor Fitzgerald 
employee who lost his life 
in the attacks on the World 
Trade Center on September 
11, 2001, will hold the 12th 
annual Bill Sugra Memorial 
Golf Outing on August 23 
at the Green Pond Country 
Club in Bethlehem. Proceeds 
benefit the Bill Sugra Memorial 
Fund, with philanthropic 
activities targeting the needy. 
Registration is required 
by August 9 at www.
BillSugraMemorialFund.org. 

Vice president of loss 
prevention for Moss & 
Associates of Fort Lauderdale, 

Florida, Brian Trusky ’95, 
M’99 was named the 2013 
Safety Professional of the 
Year in the general contractor 
category by the Construction 
Association of South Florida. 
To qualify, nominees had to 
be from a company without 
a fatality or any OSHA 
citations in 2012 and with 
a Recordable Incident Rate 
below the national average for 
construction. Before joining 
Moss & Associates in 2004, Brian 
was safety director at Centex 
Rooney. 

Katherine Mae Anderson was 
born in March to Shannon 
Pearce Anderson ’96 and her 

Have you noticed this icon at the end of a class note? It means that more information and often photos 
are available on the IuP Magazine website under Alumni Extra, www.iup.edu/magazine/alumniextra.

husband, Scott, and later was 
welcomed home by big sister 
Abigail Sean. They live in Ohio.

Virginia Beach resident Linda 
Keener ’96 is a volunteer with 
Edgar Cayce’s Association for 
Research and Enlightenment 
and the Judeo-Christian 
Outreach Center. Sponsored by 
more than 100 synagogues, the 
center provides food and shelter 
for the hungry and homeless.

Nick Pinizzotto ’96 was 
appointed president and chief 
executive officer of the United 
States Sportsmen’s Alliance 
and United States Sportsmen’s 
Alliance Foundation, based in 
Columbus, Ohio.

Neil Barley CA’99 and his 
wife, Jessica, are opening a 
catering company and food 
truck, Thoroughfare Food Truck. 
They live in Greenville, South 
Carolina, and have a website 
for their company at http://
thoroughfarefoodtruck.com.

2000s
Born in February to Dustin 
Mott ’00 and Tiffany 
Desmond Mott ’02, Olivia 
Kathleen Mott joined big sister 
Madison at her family’s home 
in Coatesville.

Welcoming home her new 
brother, Miles Austin Mull, 
after his birth in August was 
older sister Lily Marie. They 
are the children of Joe Mull 
’00 and his wife, Jessica, of 
Elizabeth.

Senior public relations officer 
at Memorial Sloan-Kettering 
Cancer Center, Courtney 
DeNicola Nowak ’00 
welcomed IUP students into 
her workplace as part of a 
networking event in December 
in New York City. During the 
visit, coordinated by Journalism 
Department faculty member 
Michele Papakie ’93, 
Courtney discussed her career, 
offered advice, and answered 

students’ questions about living 
and working in the city. Other 
alumni who hosted students at 
their workplaces included Bill 
Bell ’98, controller/treasurer 
at a nonprofit organization 
known as charity: water, and 
Courtney McKenna ’98, 
human resources director at the 
Andaz 5th Avenue, now with 
the Waldorf Astoria.  

A registered dietitian at 
Memorial Medical Center, 
Frances Lechak ’00, M’06 
was a presenter at the 
University of Pittsburgh at 
Johnstown’s Salute to Working 
Women program in April. Her 
presentation, “The Challenge 
of Change,” focused on healthy 
eating, exercise, reducing stress, 
and other ways to improve 
lifestyle. Entering college as a 
nontraditional student, Frances 
earned her IUP degrees while 
working full-time as a cook and 
housekeeper at St. Benedict 
Church. 

A spokesperson for the American Heart Association, Amy 
Nartatez Heinl ’91 was the keynote speaker for the annual 
Women’s Conference of the President’s Commission on the 
Status of Women at IUP, held at the Kovalchick Complex in 
May. At age 40, Amy nearly died of a rare but often fatal heart 
condition known as spontaneous coronary artery dissection. 
The condition involves a sudden tear in the coronary artery 
that can block the flow of blood to the heart. Three months after 
her surgery to repair the artery, she ran her first 5K. Amy said 
she appreciates her work with the American Heart Association 
because it gives her a chance to share her story and raise 
awareness about heart disease in women. At the conference, 
she reunited with a former Alpha Gamma Delta sorority 
sister, Molly George Shattuck ’89, who had traveled to IUP 
from Baltimore to give a presentation on her Vibrant Living 
philosophy. Amy is a senior vice president and deputy chief 
risk officer at S&T Bank in Indiana. She lives in Pittsburgh with 
her sons, Austin, Michael, and Devin.

While working as wine director at Public, a New York City 
restaurant, Erin Barbour Scala ’02 made Wine Enthusiast 
magazine’s list of rising young stars in its “40 under 40: 
America’s Tastemakers,” appearing in the May issue. According 
to the magazine, no other restaurant in the country rivaled 
the breadth or depth of her selections from Australia and 
New Zealand. Meantime, Erin has taken a new job as head 
sommelier at the Musket Room, a new restaurant in New York 
with a New Zealand-focused wine list. Erin was a student in 
the Cook Honors College at IUP.

A third-grade teacher 
in the Interboro School 
District, Chris Ofalt 
’98 wrote and recorded 
a song, “Why?” to pay 
tribute to the victims 
and heroes of the Sandy 
Hook Elementary School 
shooting in December. 
The song is featured 
on a CD, Voices from 
around the World, the 
Music, available at www.
voicesforheroes.com. 
All proceeds from CD 
sales benefit the Sandy 
Hook Arts Center for Kids 
and provide musical 
instruments for the 
Newtown School District 
Music Department. Chris 
was interviewed about 
the song for the June issue 
of the Pennsylvania State 
Education Association’s 
Voice magazine.

In addition to teaching, 
he is a singer, songwriter, 
and cover artist who has 
been performing in the 
Philadelphia area for 
more than 10 years. He is 
also a career networking 
and admissions volunteer 
for IUP. Find a link to 
Chris’s “Why?” video 
montage on the Alumni 
Extra website.

1960s
Martha Harclerode 
Delvin ’67, M’70 to Carl 
Miner, December 8, 2012. 
James Cummins ’68, M’76 
to Christine Trunzo, May 18, 
2013.

1990s
Tiffany Mathas ’98 to 
Aaron Chamberlin ’03, 

WEDDINGS
May 14, 2010. Neil Barley 
CA’99 to Jessica Burchard, 
April 17, 2010. 

2000s
Jaime Bender ’07, M’08 to 
Donald Senge, July 7, 2012. 
Jessica Stahl ’07 to Michael 
Task, September 7, 2012. 

Amy Nartatez Heinl at the Women’s Conference in May, with 
Bill Speidel, vice president for University Advancement 

Ayla O’Brien ’02 opened a 
second office, in Doylestown, 
for her solo law practice, Ayla 
O’Brien Law Firm, PC. Her 
original office is in Lansdale. A 
2008 graduate of the Widener 
University School of Law, 
Ayla specializes in family and 
criminal law and is licensed to 
practice in Pennsylvania and 
New Jersey.

Mary Kay Cooper D’04 was 
one of 33 participants in the 
Bridge to Bridge 10K Swim, 
from the Golden Gate Bridge 
to the San Francisco-Oakland 
Bay Bridge, in May. She 
finished the swim, known for 
challenging conditions such 
as frigid, choppy waters and 
the possibility of sharks, in 
two hours and 22 minutes. She 
is senior director for alumni 
relations at Trinity University 
in San Antonio.

Now the assistant director of 
residence life at the University 

of Akron, Ohio, Deidrinelle 
Rouse ’04, M’07 oversees 
the university’s residential 
education program. She and 
Ryan Moton M’07 plan to 
wed December 31 in Cleveland. 
They shared a photo on the 
Alumni Extra website.

Melissa Irion Sorokas ’04 
and her husband, Andrew, 
shared photos of their new 
daughter on the Alumni Extra 
website. Mikayla Ruth was 
born December 12. The family 
lives in northern Virginia 
and is enjoying every minute 
together, Melissa wrote.

Teacher and musician Brett 
Tozer ’05, who writes under 
the name B. C. Tozer, has a new 
book, The Four C’s of Successful 
Teaching: Consistency, 
Contingency, Compassion, and 
Courage. In the book, he offers 
insight into the application of 
the four C’s to the four pillars of 
a school district: administration, 
students, parents, and teachers. 
Currently pursuing a master’s 
degree at California University 
of Pennsylvania, he has also 
written Scales for Band: Major 
and Minor.

Delaware Valley College in 
Doylestown has announced 

the appointment of April 
Vari D’05 as vice president 
for student affairs. She came 
to DelVal from Dickinson 
College, where she was the 
senior student affairs officer 
for the last seven years. Before 
her work at Dickinson, she was 
dean of student development at 
Moravian College.

When Jaime Bender ’07, 
M’08 and Donald Senge 
were married in July 2012, 
the wedding party included 
these IUP alumnae: Abby 
Foth Walters ’07, M’08, 
Jessica Taylor ’08, and Sarah 
Reinhardt ’09. 

Cook Honors College graduate 
Anna Watson Geletka ’07, of 
Greenville, North Carolina, was 
a finalist in NPR’s Three-Minute 
Fiction contest. In Round 10 of 
the contest, participants were 
asked to submit a story in the 
form of a voice mail message, 
and Anna’s Call Me? advanced 
to the finals out of more than 
4,000 submissions.

University of Pittsburgh 
employee Rose Huber 
’07, who writes for the Pitt 
Chronicle, won a Golden Quill 
Award from the Press Club 
of Western Pennsylvania for 
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DEATHS
1929: Thelma Thomas
1930: Mildred Seanor 
Grumbling
1935: Arnold Steiner, Vera 
Kelley Taylor
1937: Jane Anderson 
Fitzmartin
1938: Leona Playfoot
1940: Martha Hammerschmitt 
Carrier, Helen Garey Rarig
1941: Ruth Streams Elkin
1942: Ruth Hart
1943: John Bober, Vivian Grube 
Ray
1945: Alice Coffman Randolph
1947: Maira Wright Cleaver, 
Cleo Fleming McCurdy
1948: Jean Hall Menk
1949: Robert Conrad, Patricia 
Snyder Turley
1950: Robert Drumm
1951: Clyde Calabrese, William 
Paisley
1952: Anthony DePasquale, 
Elmer Zborofsky
1953: Betty Ann Kummer 
Heiges, Barbara Jean Hamburg 
Stultz

1954: Suzanne Keelan Green, 
Viviann Viggiano Leicht, 
Edward Mayer, John Yonick
1955: Fred Boss, Divo 
Diclements
1956: Jessie Bell Busija, 
Mariano Cipriano, Rita O’Brien
1957: Eva Anderson 
Kovalchick, Thomas Lang, 
William Miller, John Travis
1958: Francis Evans
1960: Raymond Davis Jr., Linda 
Logan McDevitt, Veva Ann 
Anderson Purvis
1961: Helen Glessner Luther, 
Claire Schaffer
1963: Elaine Suchan Kallay, 
Alice Thomas
1964: Terry Wagner
1965: Rosemarie Ignatz Parks, 
Sandra Yancy Spangler
1966: Carol Dongell Curey, Ina 
Johnston Steele
1967: Thomas Herald, David 
Leckvarcik
1968: Dennis Castellani, Jane 
Konieczny Nakles, Anna 
Sakmar
1969: Angeline Fafone Geletka 
(M), Jeffrey Kelley, Cheryl 
Kissell Knight

WWW.IUP.EDU/MAGAZINE36

full page ad

1970: Betty Jane Harriger (M), 
Karl Hixon, James Matlack (M), 
Hugh Vinson (M)
1973: Michael Zuber Jr. (M)
1974: Martin Fagler, William 
Hunter
1975: Anthony Guaetta (M), 
Donald Klousnitzer Jr., Mildred 
Kuhn Krukowski, Suzanne 
Super  
1976: Mark LaRocca                                                                                                     
1977: Mark Soisson
1978: Sophie Ardini, James 
Lesnick
1979: Rex Bowser
1980: Craig Leamer, David 
Myers
1981: Kathleen Kos
1983: Denice Conner, Ronald 
Keck
1985: Robin Steck (M)
1989: Bryan Ziencik
1990: Michael Kilgus
1996: Ted Horn
1997: Douglas Hansotte
2002: Brian Hilliard (M)
2009: Raymond Wesner
2011: Matthew Ruffner

Note: In cases in which more than 
one IUP degree was earned, the year 
of only the first degree is indicated.  
Deaths of faculty members are 
reported in the Mentors section of 
this issue. 

Other Deaths
Michael Donatelli, an IUP 
Boxing Club assistant coach, 
died February 10, 2013. 

Dallas Lee Miller, a senior 
majoring in physical education 
and sport, died February 19, 
2013.

Jeffrey Moretti, who retired 
from Custodial Services in 2007 
after 21 years of service, died 
February 11, 2013.

Cheryl Samuels, provost and 
vice president for Academic 
Affairs from 2006 through 2008, 
died March 23, 2013.

Aaron Embick ’06, Laura 
Audet ’07, Kimberly Benson 
’07, Patrick Black ’07, Ashley 
Godla ’07, Justin Knight 
’07, Christina Llewellyn 
’07, Dave Mazza ’07, Travis 
Weyand ’07, Jennifer Kiefer 
’12, Hope Miller, and Dave 
Lee. Jessica is a systems analyst 
at St. Francis Hospital.

Holly Bernard ’08 graduated 
in April from Point Park 
University in Pittsburgh with 
a master’s degree in journalism 
and mass communications.

Breanna Genevro Rush ’08 
is a second-grade teacher in the 
Brockway Area School District. 
Find more news from Breanna 
and her husband, Kevin, in 
Arrivals.

2010s
Chief Warrant Officer Matthew 
Ruffner ’11 died April 9 
when his helicopter crashed 
in eastern Afghanistan. Find 

links to newspaper coverage 
of Matthew’s death in Alumni 
Extra.

Noelle Kramer ’12 has been 
named a staff accountant with 
Malin Bergquist & Company 
in Pittsburgh, one of western 
Pennsylvania’s largest public 
accounting firms. As a student, 
she was vice president of the 
Student Accounting Association 
and treasurer of the American 
Management Association at 
IUP.

REUNIONS
Homecoming is Saturday, 
October 5, and a number of 
groups are planning reunions 
that weekend. On Saturday, the 
Crimson Huddle All-Alumni 
Pregame Celebration will 
take place at the Kovalchick 
Convention and Athletic 
Complex from 11:00 a.m. 
until kickoff. Anniversary 
celebrations are set for the 
classes of 1988, 2003, and 

2008. Affinity groups are also 
planning reunions now. If your 
group would like to meet at the 
pregame celebration, please 
contact the Office of Alumni 
Relations to reserve space by 
sending e-mail to alumni-
relations@iup.edu.

Among the groups taking 
part in the Crimson Huddle 
All-Alumni Pregame 
Celebration on October 5 will 
be the Student Cooperative 
Association, which will mark 
its 80th anniversary in the fall. 
Alumni who worked for any 
part of the Student Co-op, such 
as the Co-op Store, campus 
recreation, the Penn, or the 
Hadley Union Building front 
desk, as well as those who 
served on the Co-op board, 
are encouraged to stop by 
and reunite with their former 
coworkers.

her story “YRBFYR OTHN: 
Nicholas Rescher Resurrects 
History’s First Sophisticated 
Wartime Coding Machine.” 
The story won under the 
category of history/culture 
articles or series for nondaily 
newspapers. At Pitt, Rose also 
generates media coverage 
for 20 science departments 
and writes for Pitt Magazine. 
She previously served as 
assistant director of public 
relations at the University of 
Maryland, Baltimore County, 
and has worked for nonprofits 
in Washington, D.C., and 
Pittsburgh. At IUP, she was a 
student in the Cook Honors 
College.

When Jessica Stahl ’07 and 
Michael Task were married 
last September, many IUP 
alumni were in attendance. 
They included Mike 
Carnovale ’99, M’07, Becky 
Stahl Carnovale ’04, M’05, 
Rebecca Rubish ’02, Cori 
Hawker Constantine ’04, 

WORK 
EThIc
WORTHY OF INVESTMENT

Lorna Milkovich Abernathy ’83 and 
her husband, Justin, could have 
invested their money anywhere. 
She is a former AOL executive 
who recently established her own 
business, House of Sia, a specialty 
T-shirt design endeavor. He is an 
entrepreneur. Both are strong 
advocates of charitable giving. They 
chose to establish a scholarship at 
IUP that benefits students pursuing 
degrees in business. Her parents 
didn’t attend college. Lorna said the 
scholarship is a nod of respect to 
them—they worked hard to put her 
and her brother through school.

To Lorna, who lives in the 
Washington, D.C., area, the 
investment was an easy decision.

“Graduates of the schools of the 
privileged have a difficult time 
finding jobs around here. It seems 
as though those with a proven 
work ethic have the edge. Being 
from western Pennsylvania—I’m 
originally from Beaver—I know 
that’s inherent in IUP students. I 
really benefited from IUP. It served 
me well.”

If you, too, are interested in 
seeing IUP students excel through 
scholarships, please contact Evan 
Bohnen, associate vice president 
for Development, at 724-357-2324.
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Celebrating the 50th anniversary of their graduation, members of the Class of 1963 participated in the morning commencement ceremony 
May 18 in the Kovalchick Complex. From left: Carol Richards Pritchard, Robert Burelli, Thomas Torquato, and Betty Swanson Roberts. The 
class contributed more than $15,000 to the Reunion Year Scholarship Fund.
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HOMECOMING IS OCTOBER 5.
Full details: www.iup.edu/homecoming


