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University Aims to Ease Transition 
from Military to Campus Life

Steelers Reporter 
Ed Bouchette’s Road to Canton
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On the Treetops
From the roof of Weyandt Hall, university 
photographer Keith Boyer captured this bird’s-eye 
view of the Oak Grove’s north side, bordered by 
Oakland Avenue on the right.
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IUP is a diverse community that reflects the world we serve. We 
embrace the fact that we are a microcosm of the greater world, because 
our students can learn from each other and grow by being exposed 
to the new and different. We also recognize that creating a diverse 
environment in which everyone can thrive sometimes means meeting 
students where they are and providing a bridge to help them cross from 
their previous environment to our community.

This edition’s story about our new Military Resource Center illustrates 
just that. The new center extends a hand to military-associated students 
and symbolizes what we do for many students who come to us from 
different backgrounds and with different needs. 

Sometimes, students of every background need a helping hand to 
achieve the best preparation for work and life.  

For that reason, we are stepping up student success efforts—starting 
with committing a top-level position to integrate all success programs 
across the university. You will see a coordinated effort that promotes 
more personal contact among students and instructors and advisors, 
all supported by leading-edge technology that creates an individual 
analysis and dashboard for each student. Going forward, a student and 
an advisor together can ensure the student receives the highest value 
from his or her IUP experience.  

Once students have overcome hurdles—whether through a 
constituent-based operation like the Military Resource Center or 
through the latest in adaptive instructional software to improve 
competency in mathematics—they sometimes seek opportunities for 
greater challenge.

Last summer, we launched the Research Experience for Summer 
Scholars, a program that paired students with faculty members for 
an intense session of science experimentation. It included working 
with our Writing Center to ensure participants effectively articulated 
their findings. The weeks-long institute culminated with a public fair 
in which our undergraduate scientists could share the results of their 
research.

Deanne Snavely, dean of the College of Natural Sciences and 
Mathematics, compared it to an experience she had during her 
undergraduate years: “It changed the course of my life, doing what 
they’re getting to do. That’s the kind of impact I want for these 
students.”

I’ll add to Dr. Snavely’s sentiment: This is what we want for every 
student.

Michael Driscoll
President

Taking Students 
Where They 
Need to Be

MESSAGE FRoM THE

PRESIDENT
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Symbols of Learning
The program for the dedication of Leonard Hall in May 
1954, two years after the original building was destroyed 
by fire, indicates that “eight decorative symbols at the 
main entrance signify learning and related activities of 
various academic subject departments,” in this case writing. 
Leonard is slated for demolition after the new humanities 
building is completed in spring 2016.
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The Road to Canton

Preserving the Past

The new Military Resource 
Center is one of several 
initiatives helping students 
make a successful transition 
from military to campus life.

A look back at 25 years of 
performing and visual arts 
events presented by the College 
of Fine Arts

Ed Bouchette, the Steelers beat 
reporter for the Pittsburgh Post-
Gazette, has earned a spot in 
Canton, Ohio, among the greats 
of the game. 

The library’s Special Collections 
and Archives area helps patrons 
study items they may not find 
anywhere else.

Correction
In the Citizens’ Ambulance Service photo on page 20 
of the Summer issue, the fourth man from the left in 
the back row is Robert Mearns ’72. He was incorrectly 
identified as Robert Machinski. The two were roommates 
during their freshman and sophomore years, according 
to Machinski’s wife, Kathryn Baynes Machinski ’73, who 
corrected the information.
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CoVER: Jason Nepa is one of approximately 550 military-affiliated students at IUP. originally 
from Cresson, he is a nutrition/dietetics major and a student assistant in the Military Resource 
Center. A member of the Army since 2002, he has served in Afghanistan, Germany, Iraq, and 
Guantanamo Bay. Photographs by Keith Boyer; illustration by David Raymond

ABoVE, LEFT: Harrison Wick amid aisles of rare and historical materials in the library’s Special 
Collections and Archives area. Photograph by Keith Boyer

ABoVE: The crowd cheered as the Homecoming parade passed the 600 block of Philadelphia 
Street on october 11.
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See more photos from Homecoming 2014 on the IUP 
Magazine website.

Go to the story “Pipe Dream” (page 7 in print) on 
the IUP Magazine website to see a time-lapse video 
produced by the Communications Media Department 
of the installation of the Pogorzelski-Yankee organ in 
Cogswell Hall. 

IUP Magazine

IUP Magazine

IUP Magazine

iup-magazine@iup.edu
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FRONTDooR FACTS, FIGURES, SHoRT SUBJECTS, QUICK TAKES

Those who return to IUP after years 
away often comment on how 
different the campus looks. But 
with recent construction projects, 

the change is striking—even from afar and 
even to those who see the landscape daily. 
Some have observed that, from certain 
points off campus, the new building for the 
College of Humanities and Social Sciences, 
expected to be completed in spring 2016, 
hides the Sutton Hall bell tower.

Construction of the new humanities 
building has also raised questions about 
how the sizes of the buildings compare, 
addressed in this by-the-numbers look at 
square footage and elevation/height.

Spoiler alert: Except for the smokestacks at 
the S. W. Jack Cogeneration Plant and the 
boiler plant, Sutton’s bell tower remains the 
highest point on campus.

Ray Wygonik and Mitch Peffer, of IUP’s 
Engineering and Construction Group, 
provided the following figures.

The Changing Landscape
Wallwork Hall* 233,644
Stephenson Hall* 185,836
Weyandt Hall 159,626
Sutton Hall 148,782
Delaney Hall* 145,338
Putt Hall* 144,896
Kovalchick Complex 143,844
Suites on Maple East* 143,302
Ruddock Hall* 136,093
Northern Suites* 128,405
Humanities Building† 126,948
Suites on Pratt* 121,862
Zink Hall 112,469
Stapleton Library 102,657
Memorial Field House 96,399
Eberly College 
 of Business 93,620
Sprowls Hall 85,132
Elkin Hall 72,608
Davis Hall 70,695
Whitmyre Hall 70,531
IUP Punxsutawney 
 Living Center 70,281
Stouffer Hall 68,751
Cogswell Hall 62,976

Stright Hall 62,857
Foster Dining Hall 60,717
Hadley Union 
 Building (1985) 60,662
HUB 2 (2002) 58,104
Keith Hall 57,232
Fisher Auditorium 53,674
University Towers 47,957
Leonard Hall 45,910
Folger Dining Hall 41,662
IUP Punxsutawney 
 Academic Building 41,126
Stabley Library 41,005
Ackerman Hall 39,234
Pratt Hall 38,041
Waller Hall 33,938
Clark Hall 32,382
McElhaney Hall 31,364
Johnson Hall 29,006
Uhler Hall 27,311
IUP at Northpointe 23,918
Pierce Hall 21,492
Eicher Hall 20,811
Walsh Hall 18,995
Wilson Hall 14,000

Breezedale 
 Alumni Center 12,987
Crimson Café‡ 12,927
Academy of Culinary 
 Arts (Punxsutawney) 11,278

*Residential Revival building (2006-2010) 
†currently under construction
‡completed in fall 2014

Building/Structure Elevation (ft.) Height (ft.)

Smokestack 
 (boiler plant) 1,415 150
Smokestack 
 (cogeneration plant) 1,413 150
Sutton Hall 1,409 93
Humanities Building  1,405 88
Waller Hall 1,371 57
Sprowls Hall 1,364 70
Stright Hall 1,353 56
Davis Hall 1,348  77
Weyandt Hall 1,346 53
Suites on Maple East 1,344 68

Measurements for this sampling of campus buildings were taken at 
each building’s highest point.

Building Size in Sq. Ft.

Wallwork Hall
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A day after receiving the Artist of the Year Award, Pittsburgh artist 
Robert Qualters critiqued the work of graduate painting students in 
Sprowls Hall. With him is Crystal Miller M’13, an MFA in painting 
student.

Arts education advocate Myron Hay Tomb ’69 was presented with 
the Arts Leadership and Service Award by his daughter, Devin, and 
son, Jordan. 

The first Pennsylvania 
Governor’s Awards for the 
Arts to be held on a college 

campus took place September 
28 in the IUP Performing Arts 
Center’s Fisher Auditorium. 

Recipient of Artist of the Year 
honors was painter, installation 
artist, and printmaker Robert 
Qualters, of Pittsburgh. The 
award capped off a celebration of 
the artist’s career that coincided 
with his 80th birthday. His year 
has included a retrospective 
exhibition, Robert Qualters: 
A Life, at the Pittsburgh 
Center for the Arts; release 
of the book Robert Qualters: 
Autobiographical Mythologies, 
by Vicky Clark, also the exhibit’s 
curator; and debut of the 
documentary film Bob Qualters: 
The Artist in Action, by Joe and 
Elizabeth Seamans. 

Qualters, who taught in the IUP 
Art Department in the 1970s, 
said his time at the university 
was marked by the friendship 
and generosity of his colleague 
Ned Wert ’58 and “the qualities 
of receptiveness and industry in 
the students.”

Qualters’s mother, Stella Wolf 
Qualters, was a 1930 graduate 
of Indiana State Teachers 
College. Qualters said that after 
she retired from teaching, she 
devoted herself to art and had 
two solo exhibitions past the age 
of 80.

Indiana attorney Myron Hay 
Tomb, a 1969 graduate of IUP, 
was honored with the Arts 
Leadership and Service Award 
for his work to promote the 
benefits of arts in education. 
Tomb served nearly 20 years 
on the governing council of 
the Pennsylvania Council 
on the Arts and founded the 
council’s nationally recognized 
Arts in Education network, 
which provides students in 
kindergarten through 12th grade 
with artist residencies in their 
schools.

Tomb credits his interest in the 
arts, in part, to spending most 
of his educational career on 
campus, where he attended 
Keith School from kindergarten 
through eighth grade. “We 
had these incredible talents 
teaching us art and music,” 
Tomb said, counting among 
them professors Robert Burggraf 
and Robert Seelhorst ’50. 
Tomb is a 2005 recipient of the 
Distinguished Alumni Award 
and a former member of the 
Foundation for IUP board.

In other honors, the 
Distinguished Arts Award 
went to Philadelphia composer 
Jennifer Higdon, and the 
Arts Innovation Award to 
Pittsburgh’s Andy Warhol 
Museum. Mark Pasquerilla, of 
Johnstown, received the Arts 
Patron Award for his support of 
cultural exhibitions throughout 
western Pennsylvania. The 
CEO of Pasquerilla Enterprises, 
he is a past member of the 
Foundation for IUP board.

This year’s award sculptures 
were created by Greg Gehner, 
a metalsmith from Cambridge 
Springs. The list of past award 
artists includes two IUP 
alumni: metalsmith Andrew 
Jacobs ’91, of Northern Cambria, 
in 2000 and retired IUP 
professor Christopher Weiland 
’72, with help from students 
in the Center for Turning and 
Furniture Design, in 2006.

The Governor’s Arts Awards 
touched off a celebration of 
the arts in the greater Indiana 
community that included 
performances, art exhibits, 
and activities at downtown 
cultural venues. The awards 
program is administered by 
the Pennsylvania Council on 
the Arts, and this year’s event 
was the work of a community 
partnership led by Hank Knerr, 
director of the Lively Arts at 
IUP. m

— Elaine Jacobs Smith

State of the Arts

Reading through the 
American Guild of 
Organists’ magazine 
in early 2010, 

Christine Clewell came across 
a call for proposals to house an 
organ the guild had received 
as a bequest, the Ronald G. 
Pogorzelski and Lester D. 
Yankee Pipe Organ.

Clewell acted swiftly. Ever since 
the organ program began at 
Indiana State Normal School 
under Mary Hays Dill in the 
1880s, the school has relied on 
the generosity of local churches 
for access to organs for teaching 
and performance.

“There have been ongoing 
projects, between Carol Teti, 
my predecessor, and others 
who have gone before me, to 
get an organ on campus,” said 
Clewell, assistant professor of 
organ, who also completed her 
master’s studies at IUP under 
Teti in 1990.

Receiving support from her 
department chair, at that time 
Jack Stamp ’76, and her dean, 
Michael Hood, Clewell moved 
ahead with the proposal. She 
worked with Engineering and 
Construction to see if the Large 
Instrumental Rehearsal Hall, 
now Daniel DiCicco Hall, in 
Cogswell would be suitable 
to house the organ. She also 
relied on Charles Cashdollar ’65, 
professor emeritus of history 
and chair of the Teti Memorial 

Organ Scholarship Committee, 
for a history of the school’s 
organ program.

Clewell wrote in depth about 
the school’s great need for 
the organ—for lessons, as a 
symbol of the organ program, 
and perhaps most important, 
to establish the idea that organ 
music belongs in a university, 
not just in the church. “That 
message had to be taken to its 
full breadth and depth,” she 
said.

After incorporating feedback 
from many colleagues and 
mentors, Clewell shipped off 
her proposal to the organ guild 
by the April 30 deadline. And 
she waited.

In April 2013, almost three 
years to the day of the proposal 
deadline, James Thomashower, 
AGO executive director, called 
Clewell to see if a match could 
be made.

Again, Clewell received 
immediate approval from 
her dean, this time to bring 
the organ builder, Raymond 
Brunner, to campus. Brunner’s 
determination that the room 
would work well set in motion 
what Clewell described as “a 
journey of many voices and lots 
of cheerleading and support” 
to bring the organ to campus. 
“And the guild was right there 
with us.”

Brunner’s organ shop, R. J. 
Brunner & Co., of Lancaster 
County, custom built the organ 
from 1988 to 1990 at the request 
of Pogorzelski, an accomplished 
organist, for the home he 
and Yankee shared in Bucks 
County. Valued at $400,000, 
the organ is a true composite. 
Its casework, gilded in 22-karat 
gold leaf, is inspired by the 18th 
century Pennsylvania German 
organs of David Tannenberg; 
its pedalboard is reminiscent 
of the small organs of 19th 
century French builder Aristide 
Cavaillé-Coll.

“There’s no other organ like it,” 
Clewell said. “It’s as original as a 
Mona Lisa.”

Installation of the organ in 
Cogswell Hall, which Brunner 
completed in May and June of 
this year with assistance from 
many campus and community 
volunteers, is captured in a 
time-lapse video, produced by 
the Communications Media 
Department and shared on the 
IUP Magazine website.

As part of the lease agreement, 
the organ guild covers the costs 
of moving, installation, tuning, 
and ongoing maintenance. 
The guild also will establish 
an annual competition of new 
music composed specifically 
for the Pogorzelski-Yankee 
organ, with the winning piece 
premiered at IUP.

Organist Alan Morrison, whom 
the Music Department invited 
to give the inaugural recital 
on the organ in September, 
“exhausted the possibilities on 
the instrument,” Clewell said. 
But she cautions listeners not 
to expect a “loud, bombastic” 
sound from the Pogorzelski-
Yankee organ. 

“It’s a classy, elegant house 
organ that has a keyboard 
action that can preserve the 
true art of organ-playing skill,” 
she said. “It’s not intended to 
be a big, loud organ.” While the 
organ wouldn’t work in Fisher 
or even Gorell, “it’s perfect for 
Daniel DiCicco Hall.”

In celebration of the 
instrument’s arrival, the Music 
Department commissioned a 
new composition specifically 
for the Pogorzelski-Yankee 
organ through composer 
Daniel Locklair. The piece, 
for woodwind quartet and 
organ, will premiere in fall 
2015, thanks in large part to a 
lead gift from Jack Reefer ’69, 
in memory of Donald Clapper 
’50, longtime organist at Pine 
Street Presbyterian Church in 
Harrisburg.

At Clewell’s request, the piece 
will be secular. “It speaks to the 
point that organ music doesn’t 
just belong in the churches,” 
she said. “It really has a viable 
artistic voice in university 
curricula.” m

Pipe
Dream

By Elaine Jacobs Smith
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Capone on the Pogorzelski-Yankee 
organ, leased to IUP by the American 
Guild of Organists.
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A
fter applying to IUP in 
December of last year, Josh 
Maloney, a 30-year-old US 
Marine Corps veteran with 
two tours of duty in Iraq, was 

taken by surprise when his acceptance letter 
indicated he could start classes that January.

But that presented a problem. There was not 
enough time for the Department of Veterans 
Affairs to process the stipend for textbooks 
Maloney was entitled to as a vet, and he 
arrived on campus not knowing how he 
would pay for the $300 in books he needed.

New Center Aids 
in Transition 

from Military to 
Campus Life
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Fortunately, Maloney met Michael 
Oquendo, president of the IUP Veterans 
Organization and a student worker in 
the Military Resource Center. Through 
Oquendo, Maloney met David Sabulsky, 
an Army captain and the center’s interim 
director, who walked Maloney to the Co-
op Store and helped set up a line of credit 
to get him the textbooks he needed with 
arrangements to pay when his stipend from 
the government came through.

It was precisely the type of assistance the 
Military Resource Center was created to 
deliver.

The center opened in January to help 
military-affiliated students—veterans, those 
on active duty, reservists, and National 
Guard members—make the transition from 
the military to life as a successful university 
student.

About 550 students at IUP fall into those 
military-affiliated categories, and for many 
of them, the transition from carrying a rifle 
to a book bag is a difficult one.

The MRC is both a physical space and 
a system that coordinates people and 
university departments that provide 
services, information, advice, and guidance 
for military-affiliated students.

Located in Pratt Hall, the center has 
computers and other equipment student-
veterans can use without charge; a 
conference room equipped with audio and 
visual technology for presentations and 
group or private study; and a small lounge 
for relaxing between classes, watching TV, 
and chatting with fellow vets.

The center also offers literature on topics 
pertinent to military-affiliated students: 
educational and health care benefits, 
financial and housing assistance, counseling 
services, local businesses that offer discounts 
to veterans, work-study opportunities, and 
scholarships.

Assistance in a personal form is provided 
by Cory Shay, the center’s director, and by 
Oquendo and other students who man the 
center under a VA work-study program. 
The work-study students have firsthand 
experience in making the switch from 
military life to campus life.

Sabulsky, the center’s interim director for 
its first few months, graduated from IUP 
in 2001, was commissioned as an Army 
officer, and returned to his alma mater in 
2012 as an assistant professor in the Military 
Science Department. As a military veteran 
who deals with college students on a daily 
basis, he’s well aware how difficult it can be 
moving from one world to the other.

“It’s a big transition,” a switch from a 
hierarchical environment in the military to 
a bureaucratic environment in college, he 
said.

The military has a built-in structure, he 
explained. Army soldiers, for example, know 
they can go to their squad leader, then their 
platoon sergeant and platoon leader if they 
have a problem.

By Randy Wells

Armed 
for the

 Future

But when veterans come to college, they 
often do not know who takes care of what 
issues, which office processes which forms, 
or where to get the guidance or assistance 
they need. Sabulsky described the MRC as 
an advocate that can help student-veterans 
connect with the benefits they and their 
dependents are entitled to.

In addition to issues in obtaining benefits, 
veterans face other difficulties adjusting 
to life outside the military. IUP sociology 
faculty member Demond Mullins, a combat 
veteran of Iraq who now does research on 
the reintegration of veterans, understands 
those challenges firsthand.

“Veterans have consistently, throughout 
the history of the GI Bill, proven that they 
are capable of excelling and even changing 
the nature of higher education by how well 
they perform,” he said. 

But despite having the maturity that 
comes with being a few years older and the 
personal discipline gained through military 
duty, student-veterans have to learn to deal 
with a lot of new stimuli when they arrive 
on campus, Mullins said. They must learn to 
be the agenda-setter, and they must develop 
self-direction to be successful in college.

“You [the student] develop what is 
important rather than having anyone do 
that for you,” he said. “Taking ownership 
over this very curious process of education 
is more elusive than becoming a good 
soldier or a good Marine or a good seaman.”

Rhonda Luckey, IUP’s vice president for 
Student Affairs, first became aware of the 
unusual needs of military-affiliated students 
when she met Tim Snyder seven years ago. 
Snyder had enrolled at IUP in 1998, left 
school in 2000 to enlist in the Marine Corps, 
and came back to the university in 2005.

“I expected to pick up where I left off,” he 
said, but he was surprised at how much had 
changed in his life. “I just could not find 
my way to a normal routine.” He switched 
majors from music to business to sociology. 
“I couldn’t find my niche.”

In 2007, Snyder met with Luckey and 
pitched the idea of creating special 
counseling services to help veterans adjust 
successfully to university life.

More recently, the Veterans Outreach 
Group, an advisory body with student, 
faculty, staff, and community members, also 
saw a need for a support system for student-
veterans. When Michael Driscoll, the 
university’s president, made available the 

The Military Resource Center, directed by Cory Shay, is both a physical space and a system 
that coordinates services, information, and guidance for military-affiliated students.

“Taking ownership 
over this very 
curious process 
of education is 
more elusive than 
becoming a good 
soldier or a good 
Marine or a good 
seaman.”
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S ome recent developments will 
likely impact the number of military 
veterans enrolling at IUP.

 The university’s Financial Aid office can 
 now receive from the VA a list of veterans 
 from Pennsylvania separated from the 
 military in the past five years. The initial 
 list obtained over the summer contains 
 about 60,000 names. According to 
 Christie Ritchey Scatena ’09, M’14, 
 assistant director of Financial Aid and 
 Veterans Affairs coordinator, the lists 
 may be used to mail general information 
 about educational benefits to the recently 
 discharged vets. Follow-up contacts could 
 be an opportunity to tell vets about 
 specific assistance programs at IUP, like 
 the Military Resource Center.
 
 IUP pays up to $2,000 annually of the 
 tuition for veterans who live outside 
 Pennsylvania and are charged the 
 higher out-of-state tuition. Through its 
 participation in the Yellow Ribbon 
 Program, the university shares the 
 differential in tuition costs with the VA. 
 Starting in 2015, military vets, regardless 

 of their home state, will be charged the 
 lower in-state tuition rate at IUP.
 
 A change on IUP’s initial admission 
 application form asks applicants to 
 provide more information about their 
 status as veterans, active duty military, 
 or dependents of either. Identifying 
 vets earlier in the enrollment process 
 and connecting them sooner with the 
 MRC could ease their transition to college 
 life.
 
 IUP was selected by G.I. Jobs magazine 
 for its 2015 list of Military Friendly 
 Schools. It’s the fourth year IUP was 
 included on the list, which honors 
 institutions the magazine’s editors 
 describe as delivering “the best experience 
 for military students.” Only 20 percent of 
 colleges and universities in the nation 
 were selected.

 In 2012 and 2013, IUP also was selected  
 by Military Times magazine as one of  
 the nation’s “Best for Vets” institutions. It  
 was one of only 68 four-year colleges in  
 the nation chosen for the recognition. m
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opportunity to apply for strategic initiative 
funding, the VOG wrote a successful grant 
application that transformed the group’s 
aspirations to a delivery system of services 
and assistance. 

“The success of student-veterans and 
military-affiliated students depends upon a 
holistic, integrated support structure,” said 
Luckey, who started the outreach group. 
“The Military Resource Center is intended to 
look holistically at the needs of our students 
and help our student-veterans find their 
way as they move through their college 
career.

“We want to enable them to achieve their 
academic goals, to persist and graduate and 
be employed in the field of their academic 
discipline,” she said.

Luckey also wants students who come into 
the MRC for the first time to be struck by 
this special service the university offers 
them and to be able to ask questions and get 
answers that provide a direct benefit.

One strategy Shay has for the center is 
to contact 20 percent of the veterans on 
campus each month, ask them how they’re 
doing academically, and encourage them 
to come to the center if they need help. He 
wants the MRC to work closely with the 
academic community and hopes to start 
peer mentoring and tutoring programs for 
veterans.

“We’re going to identify veterans who are 
good at math and good at writing who can 
be mentors and tutors,” he said. “Research 
shows that veterans really do relate better 
when they’re responding to other veterans.”

The center stands ready to assist not only 
military-affiliated students but dependents 
of veterans as well.

“I don’t think dependents realize a lot of the 
benefits they may be entitled to,” especially 
if a parent was disabled by military service, 
Shay said.

Michael Oquendo, president of the IUP Veterans Organization, met with Laura Krulikowski, 
one of the student group’s advisors, in the Military Resource Center.

Rhonda Luckey, vice president for Student Affairs, spoke at the Military Resource Center open house in April. In the foreground are Stephen 
Abel ’73, who pledged support for an emergency fund for veterans, and President Michael Driscoll.

The higher education assistance benefits 
many veterans are entitled to through the 
VA are too important to be overlooked. 
Honorably discharged vets who served at 
least three years on active military duty are 
eligible to have 100 percent of their tuition 
and fees paid and to receive a $1,000 per 
year book stipend and a housing allowance 
of up to $1,128 per month in Indiana 
County. They are also eligible for $100 per 
month for tutoring and to have the VA pay 
for certification testing. Vets who served less 
time on active duty may qualify for smaller 
tuition, fee, and housing allowances.

“We actively recruit vets,” Shay said, 
and they are attracted to IUP for several 
reasons—among them the criminology 
major, the Criminal Justice Training Center, 
and the new Military Resource Center.

“If you look at the national data, only about 
11 percent of the colleges and universities 
have a veterans’ office or a military resource 
center,” he said. 

Oquendo, a 25-year-old junior from 
Philadelphia majoring in safety sciences, 
served in Afghanistan with the Marine 
Corps in 2010 and now works 25 hours a 
week in the Military Resource Center.

In the months since the center opened, he 
has observed student-veterans frequently 
using the center’s computers to access their 
military records, seeking help in getting 
disability support services, and learning 
more about the health care and education 
assistance benefits they are entitled to.

“We want to enable 
them to achieve 
their academic 
goals, to persist 
and graduate 
and be employed 
in the field of 
their academic 
discipline.”

The vets know they must maintain 
good academic standing to keep their 
GI Bill educational benefits in force, so 
the MRC’s computer lab and quiet study 
spaces are often in use, he said.

According to Shay, in the first month 
of the fall semester, the MRC received 
314 visits—284 of them in person—
up significantly from the spring and 
summer.

“The goal of our office is to provide them 
that support—to help them reintegrate 
into college life, to give them resources 
along the way,” Shay said. “We’ll 
help them navigate the college and 
community resources and get them 
where they need to go.” m

Connecting Vets with Education

K
EI

TH
 B

o
YE

R



These students headed down 
the slopes of the Co-op Park 
and into the pages of the 
1970 Oak yearbook. If you 
know the identity of any of 
these tobogganers, Harrison 
Wick, IUP Special Collections 
librarian and university 
archivist, would love to hear 
from you. Contact him by 
e-mail at hwick@iup.edu. He’s 
also interested in acquiring IUP 
memorabilia, photographs, 
scrapbooks, and more. Go to 
www.iup.edu/archives for 
more information.
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d emond Mullins, assistant professor 
of sociology, understands from 
personal experience the challenge 

veterans face as they return to civilian life.

Mullins left active duty as an Army sergeant 
and combat veteran of Iraq in 2005. Three 
months later, he was in a New York City 
college classroom.

“I felt very confused at times and out of 
place,” he said. “I didn’t connect well with 
people who were my own age or other 
students.”
 
He credits the “good will and care” of his 
professors for keeping him in school to earn 
his degrees.

Those experiences are central to Mullins’s 
current work. IUP hired him last year 
to be part of a faculty research group 
focusing on how military veterans are 
being reintegrated into civilian and college 
life, at IUP and beyond. Group members, 
representing various departments, mainly 
in the humanities and social sciences, come 
up with ideas for research projects, and the 
entire group helps to develop them.

A project Mullins describes as his “baby” 
examines community outdoor recreation 
programs that facilitate trips and activities 
for veterans, such as mountaineering, rock 
climbing, and ice climbing.

“One of the problems our reintegrating 
veterans experience is you develop these 
very intense relationships with people 
while you’re in service, and then at the end 
of your service, all of you are spread back 
out across the nation to your respective 
homes, and so you lose that support group, 
you lose that network,” he said. The outdoor 
programs aim to build new networks for 
veterans and reinstate their sense of self.

As a military veteran and a mountaineer, 
Mullins is very close to his subject. That’s 
where the larger faculty group comes 
into play. One member asked how self-
determination and autonomy, something 
veterans didn’t have in the military, would 
factor into the project—in other words, their 
ability to back out of a task.

Mullins questioned what effect this would 
have on his research. Then, when one of 
the recreational groups went on a training 
climb of Denali in Alaska, one of the 
veterans did exactly that.

“He spent thousands of dollars, shipped 
everything there, got to the base of the 
mountain, basically looked at it, and called 
his fiancée and said, ‘Yeah, I don’t think I’m 
going to do this one.’”

Mullins was shocked. “Especially from 
my background—doing really extreme 
things and not really having a choice as 

to whether or not I was going to actually 
complete them—that was something that 
I wouldn’t even have thought of,” he said. 
“But now it’s a huge part of the project.”

In addition to projects Mullins described 
as addressing the group’s “lofty research 
goals,” the group has projects in place 
that tie directly to the university, such 
as examining use of IUP’s new Military 
Resource Center and how veterans view the 
quality of the services the center provides.

The Veterans Outreach Group, an advisory 
board that supports the MRC, also has plans 
to measure the center’s value by tracking 
the academic progress and graduation rates 
of the student-veterans the center assists.

Indeed, those assessments may determine 
the center’s future. It is funded with a 
$100,000 grant through June 2015, along 
with about $36,000 in VA funds for work-
study pay for students staffing the center.

Rhonda Luckey, IUP’s vice president for 
Student Affairs, said a very measurable, 
outcomes-oriented assessment plan was 
built into the Military Resource Center, and 
evidence-based data could validate that 
the center is worthy of being permanently 
funded. m
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A faculty research group is devoted to studying how veterans are being reintegrated into civilian and college life. Sociology’s Demond 
Mullins, a combat veteran of Iraq, is among the members. 

Research Group Explores Reintegration of Veterans

Sarah Peles has dreamed of becoming a pediatric nurse since 
she was a child. Inspired by the nurses who took care of her 
dad when he was undergoing treatment for cancer, this first-
generation college student vowed she’d someday become a 
nurse and take care of children as a way to repay the nurses for 
the way they treated her when she visited her dad.

As an IUP student, she receives the Sutton Scholarship, which is 
fueling much of her education. She’s eager to begin her career, so 
she takes classes in summer and winter sessions and will finish a 
year early. 

Thanks to you—and scholarships—she’ll be ready to care 
for little ones in no time.

You make great things 
happen when you invest 
in scholarships. 

Give today!

www.iup.edu/
GivetoSuttonScholarship
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Ed Bouchette knows this about accountants: Few 
ever experience the kind of thrill he did at the Pro 
Football Hall of Fame, basking in the applause of a 
crowd that included the greats of the game.

Completing an audit rarely elicits such a response.

Bouchette, now in his 30th season as the Steelers beat 
reporter for the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, accepted the 
Dick McCann Award, presented annually to a writer in 
recognition of long and distinguished coverage of pro 
football, in August during enshrinement weekend in 
Canton, Ohio. He shared a stage—and the spotlight—at 
Fawcett Stadium with more than 100 gold-jacketed Hall of 
Famers, an unforgettable moment he could trace to a life-
changing decision made at IUP.

“I went to school to become an accountant, but my 
sophomore year I decided it just wasn’t for me,” Bouchette 
said. “I don’t know what I would have done in accounting, 
but I have no doubt that I chose the right path because 
I just love what I do. It’s a lot of fun. You think there are 
accountants sitting around saying what they do is fun? 
Now it may be rewarding, and I can tell you it pays better, 
and you’ve got weekends off maybe. But I can’t imagine 
them sitting around saying, ‘Oh, man, I really knocked it 
out of the park with that audit I did today. I’ll remember 
that the rest of my life.’ And I’m not putting accountants 
down—two of my kids are accountants. It just wasn’t for 
me.”

Bouchette remained in the business college 
and graduated in 1973 with a degree in 
business management. But instead of 
workdays passed in a quiet office, he opted 
for a livelier livelihood. Bouchette spends 
fall Sundays at Heinz Field, surrounded by 
legions of fanatics twirling Terrible Towels, 
thunderously proclaiming their allegiance 
to the Black and Gold.

His change of course long ago at IUP led 
Bouchette not only to Pittsburgh, but 
to Canton: A wall plaque listing the 46 
McCann Award winners hangs near the 
Hall of Fame gallery, where the busts 
of enshrinees are displayed. In a sense, 
Bouchette now shares a ZIP code with the 
likes of Jim Thorpe, Walter Payton, Terry 
Bradshaw, and Jerry Rice.

Heady stuff, to be sure, not that he’d ever 
let on. Bouchette reacted to news he’d won 
the McCann, voted on by his Pro Football 
Writers of America peers, with characteristic 
humility. Fact is, Bouchette would rather 
gargle with thumbtacks than boast or preen. 
Fortunately, others are more than willing to 
sing his praises.

“There’s no one more important to us or to 
our readers than Ed,” said David Shribman, 
the Post-Gazette’s executive editor and vice 
president, who attended the ceremony in 
Canton. “He’s our signature guy on one of 
our signature beats. He’s respected by the 
very people he criticizes, and he’s revered 
by the people—the very few people, I can 
assure you—who know more than he does 
about his subject.”

Steelers chairman Dan Rooney, whose 
father, Art, founded the team in 1933 after a 
celebrated athletic career at Indiana Normal 
School, also lauded Bouchette.

“Ed is one of the most knowledgeable 
writers covering pro football in America,” 
Rooney said. “He’s a true professional in 
his reporting. He doesn’t always agree with 
what we’re saying, but he’s always fair. He’s 
well-respected at our complex. I think he’s 
very worthy of receiving this award.”

Jerry Micco, the Post-Gazette’s sports editor, 
heartily concurred.

“Ed’s the consummate beat reporter,” Micco 
said. “His body of work over the years is 
terrific, from his daily beat reporting to his 
profiles to his game stories. He’s great at 
what he does, and he’s deserving of such an 
honor.”

The journalism career that landed Bouchette 
in Canton was launched, in modest fashion, 

mere weeks after he arrived on campus 
from the tiny Lebanon County community 
of Cornwall. He spotted an ad in the Penn 
seeking writers and responded.

“They needed someone to cover freshman 
basketball,” said Bouchette, whose writing 
experience to that point consisted of a single 
high school journalism course. “I said, ‘Oh, I 
could do that.’ I think I was the only one to 
volunteer, so they gave the job to me.”

Bouchette’s work ultimately caught the eye 
of Randy Jesick, the university’s assistant 
public relations director and de facto 
sports information director. He recruited 
Bouchette as vigorously as a coach courting 
a blue-chip prospect.

“My responsibilities were split between 
straight PR and sports,” said Jesick, now a 
professor in the Journalism Department. “I 
was by myself as far as sports, so I needed 
some help. I was just looking for somebody 
who could write. So I got in touch with Ed 
and asked him if he was interested in being 
a student assistant. And that was the start 
of it.”

Bouchette wrote press releases, kept 
statistics at IUP football and basketball 
games, wrote features for football game 
programs, and contributed to Jesick’s award-
winning media guides. He also signed up 
for the few journalism classes then offered 
(an actual journalism program did not yet 

The Road to  
       Canton

Hall of Fame Honors 
Alumnus for Work on 
Steelers Beat

By Bob Fulton

Ed Bouchette, recipient of the Dick McCann Award, outside the 
Pro Football Hall of Fame in Canton, Ohio

The “consummate beat reporter” at the Steelers’ South Side practice facility, 
where he does much of his work
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exist), taught by David Truby. Between 
them, Jesick and Truby provided a solid 
foundation upon which Bouchette built a 
career.

After graduation, he worked at newspapers 
in Doylestown, York, Indiana, Greensburg, 
and McKeesport before joining the Post-
Gazette staff in 1983. Bouchette’s first beat 
was covering the Pittsburgh Maulers, a 
USFL franchise that went belly up in 1984 
after only one season. A year later, sports 
editor Bruce Keidan asked him if he wanted 
to cover the Steelers, a plum assignment 
coveted by just about anyone armed with 
a notebook and a press pass. Predictably, 
Bouchette answered in a flash. Not so 
predictably, he declined. Keidan’s jaw about 
hit the floor.

“When the Maulers folded, Bruce put me 
on the Pitt beat,” Bouchette said. “I covered 
Pitt basketball in ’84-85, and I was going to 
training camp in Edinboro to cover the Pitt 
football team that August. But before I went, 
he said, ‘Our Steeler guy left—would you 
like to cover the Steelers?’ I said, ‘I’ll tell you 
what, Bruce. I really enjoy covering Pitt.’ It 
was stupid on my part, but I said no.”

Those who believe in destiny can appreciate 
what happened next. While Bouchette 
was churning out copy about the Panthers, 
the writer hired to cover the Steelers was 
flunking his audition. When Bouchette 
returned to Pittsburgh, Keidan handed him 
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a new assignment: the Steelers beat. He’s 
been there ever since, a graybeard—quite 
literally—in an age when writers seem as 
transient as hobos.

“The same team, 30 years—there are only 
a few guys like that left,” said Pro Football 
Writers of America President Orlando 
Ledbetter, who covers the Falcons for the 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution. “Yeah, we’re 
not seeing that very much in this era. There 
aren’t that many in the 30-year club. It used 
to be more common. Now it’s really rare.”

Bouchette has collected an array of state 
and national awards in his three decades 
covering the Black and Gold. All of them 
are eclipsed by the McCann, if only because 
the winners form such an exclusive 
fraternity. Previous honorees represent a 
veritable who’s who in the world of sports 
journalism, heavyweights such as Arthur 
Daley and Dave Anderson of the New 
York Times, both Pulitzer Prize winners; 
Paul Zimmerman and Peter King of Sports 
Illustrated; John Clayton of ESPN.com; and 
Will McDonough of the Boston Globe.

“I know guys who had won the award, so 
I knew what it was, but I had never given 
it much thought,” Bouchette said. “After I 
won it, I looked at some of those names, and 
I went ‘whoa.’ That’s when it really hit me. 
To be honest, it’s a little humbling to be in 
that group.”

The McCann Award ceremony took place at 
Fawcett Stadium the day before members of 
the 2014 Hall of Fame class were inducted 
at the same site. Past enshrinees—including 
former Steelers Joe Greene, Lynn Swann, 

Dermontti Dawson, Franco Harris, and Mel 
Blount—looked on in their gold jackets as 
a two-minute video recapping Bouchette’s 
career, produced by an NFL Network crew, 
played on giant video screens at either 
side of the stage. He spoke about his life in 
journalism, coach Chuck Noll’s farewell 
press conference, the 30 Super Bowls he 
has covered, and his favorite of them 
all—Super Bowl XLIII, when the Steelers 
stunned the Arizona Cardinals 27-23 on 
Santonio Holmes’s acrobatic touchdown 
catch with 35 seconds left. The video closed 
with Bouchette walking through the team’s 
offices, past the six gleaming Lombardi 
Trophies on display. He then stepped out on 
stage to accept his McCann Award plaque 
from Dave Baker, president and executive 
director of the Hall of Fame.

Bouchette might never have wound up 
in Canton had he not first wound up at 
IUP, a budding accountant whose interest 
would shift irrevocably from the numbers 
in a ledger to the numbers on a scoreboard. 
Sports were big at IUP, and the Big Indians, 
as they were called, regularly vanquished 
the opposition and made national 
headlines. Writing about their success 
appealed more to Bouchette than adding 
columns of figures.

“When I went there in 1969, the football 
team had just been to the Boardwalk Bowl, 
they had a great basketball team, a great 
baseball team, even a great golf team, for 
crying out loud,” Bouchette said. “I didn’t 
go to IUP because of sports, but I liked the 
atmosphere, that you’re going somewhere 
that was successful on many levels. When 
I made my visit, I just fell in love with the 
place. It was a perfect fit for me.”

Even if the field of study he chose wasn’t.m

“He’s respected by 
the very people he 
criticizes.”

Past enshrinees looked on in their 
gold jackets as Ed Bouchette accepted 
the McCann Award from Dave Baker, 
president and executive director of the Hall 
of Fame, at Fawcett Stadium in August.

Bouchette returned to campus in October to 
speak to Randy Jesick’s Sports Journalism 
class.

ACHIEVEMENTS IN BRIEF
Arboretum Honors

The Allegheny Arboretum at IUP has achieved Level I accreditation 
from the ArbNet Arboretum Accreditation Program, coordinated by 
the Morton Arboretum. The accreditation shows that the arboretum 
meets standards of professional practice for arboreta and botanical 
gardens. Established in 2000, the Allegheny Arboretum encompasses 
the entire 374 acres of the Indiana campus. A board of directors led 
by Jerry Pickering, retired biology professor, oversees the arboretum, 
which seeks to further understanding of temperate forests and 
cultivate an appreciation for regional flora.

‘Mid-Atlantic Top Stop’

Venues Today magazine ranked IUP’s Kovalchick Convention and 
Athletic Complex, managed by Global Spectrum, third in its “2013 
Mid-Atlantic Top Stops” for venues with a capacity of 2,001 to 5,000. 
In three years of operation, the complex has welcomed more than 
414,000 visitors for more than 1,000 events, ranging from conferences 
to performances by internationally known acts.

Best in Business

Eberly College of Business and Information Technology is included 
in the 2015 edition of the Princeton Review’s business school 
guidebook, The Best 296 Business Schools. This is its 11th consecutive 
year of inclusion. IUP appears in the Princeton Review’s The Best 
379 Colleges, marking the university’s 15th appearance in the guide.

Milestone 
Generosity

From Jack Stamp ’76, director of band studies at IUP, $35,000 in 
memory of his parents, John and Doris Stamp, and grandfather, 
William H. Dalkin Sr., to support the naming of Daniel DiCicco Hall, 
the large performance space within Cogswell Hall.

From the Addison Gibson Foundation, $100,000 to award 
scholarships to upperclassmen from western Pennsylvania who 
show academic merit and financial need. IUP is distinguished as one 
of only five universities selected for the foundation’s education block 
grant.

From the Punxsutawney Educational Trust, $30,000 in support 
of the Punxsutawney campus and IUP Academy of Culinary Arts 
student scholarships.

From Scott Electric Foundation of Greensburg, $25,000 to the 
Fund for IUP to support facilities maintenance.IUP has received the following support in the form of gifts 

of $25,000 or more made to the Foundation for IUP between 
July 1 and October 1. The university community thanks all 
who invest in IUP and its students.

New Approach to 
developmental Math
IUP has adopted a customized 
learning experience for 
developmental math with 
Assessment and Learning in 
Knowledge Spaces (ALEKS) 
adaptive computer software. 
Classroom support and trained 
undergraduate peer tutors will 
complement the use of the 
software, which has a record of 
significantly improving math 
outcomes.

Opportunities to Lead
Nearly 70 students from 
the Philadelphia area came 
to campus last summer for 
an orientation program 
called “A Time to Lead.” The 
program came in response to 
a challenge from John Wetzel, 
Pennsylvania’s secretary of 
corrections, for colleges to 
create new opportunities to 
help African American students 
meet their educational goals 
and become leaders.

Sutton Scholars 
Success
The Foundation for IUP 
continues to provide funding 
for the Sutton Scholars program, 
making commitments to 
support students entering 
IUP in fall 2015 and 2016. 
In total, the foundation has 
allocated more than $3 million 
to this scholarship program 
for high-achieving students. 
The retention rate for Sutton 
Scholars from last fall to this 
fall is 90 percent, compared to 
an IUP average of about 75 
percent.

Figures for Fall
IUP’s total enrollment for 
fall 2014 is 14,369, comprising 
12,130 undergraduates and 
2,239 graduate students. This 
year’s total includes 3,475 
new and transfer students, up 
slightly from 3,464 new and 
transfer students last fall. The 
freshman class has an average 
high school grade point average 
of 3.3.
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PastPreserving
         the
Special Collections, 
Archives Offer Study of 
Items from the Ancient 
to the Uniquely Local

By Regan Houser

T
he first thing you see when you walk into the Special 
Collections and University Archives area in Stapleton 
Library is evidence of Indiana County’s coal history and a 
way of life that fewer and fewer people remember as each 
year passes: a pick, a map of a local mine, a rendering of a 

house in a coal company-owned town, an antique miner’s helmet. 

Harrison Wick, IUP’s archivist and Special Collections librarian, is 
quick to point out his operation also has thousands of photos, files 
containing oral histories from miners and their families, and the 
records of Rochester and Pittsburgh Coal Company. 

That’s just a hint of the treasures he curates. 

IUP Magazine readers might 
recognize Wick’s name, since 
most editions carry an archival 
campus photo and a caption 
that asks for information. Wick 
records such information and 
collects all IUP documents, 
publications, brochures, 
and photos to preserve the 
university’s history. He also is 
responsible for collecting rare 
documents and books so that 
IUP students have an up-close 
opportunity to study museum-
quality items. 

Wick’s operation, established in 
1980, has a daunting amount of 
rare and historical material to 
share with anyone who wants 
or needs to research days gone 
by or near-forgotten eras. The 
collection of donated records 
from external sources alone 
equals 95,000 linear feet of 
paper, or a million and a half 
pages of manuscript; yet, thanks 
to the painstaking organization 
of previous archivist Phillip 
Zorich and now Wick, who 
joined IUP in 2007, patrons 
can view any document in 
moments. Every bit of space 
afforded to Special Collections 
and Archives is taken up by 
shelving and storage, with only 
about two feet of space between 
aisles. 

“Scholars from around the 
world come to our library to 
view our holdings,” Wick said. 
“Last year, I answered more 
than 1,700 research requests 
from students, employees, 
community members, and 
visiting scholars.”

Wick said the Special 
Collections area is geared 
toward Pennsylvania and 

American history and 
American and British literature, 
but he will not turn down 
priceless items that come by 
way of donation—such as a 
cuneiform tablet from the 21st 
century BC. Wick treats all 
acquisitions with equal care, 
whether they are donated 
or purchased with precious 
private gifts and grants.  

The rare book collection, 
nearing 20,000 items, includes 
first editions by Geoffrey 
Chaucer, Charles Darwin, 
Charles Dickens, James Joyce, 
John Milton, George Orwell, 
Mark Twain, and H. G. Wells. 
Many editions are signed 
by their authors or carry 
inscriptions of interest. For 
example—and for unknown 
reasons—the copy of A Tale 
of Two Cities carries the 
inscription, “To Martin Van 
Buren, the gift of a dear 
friend.” Presumably owned by 
President Van Buren, the book 
was acquired by the William 
Lanfranchi Endowment, a fund 
held by the Foundation for IUP.

So, what is the significance?

“Having first and early editions 
available to our students is 
incredibly important,” Wick 
said. “Every edition that follows 
changes in some way. The text 
of the original edition of A Tale 
of Two Cities is different from 
what you might find in a recent 
run of a paperback or on the 
Kindle version. Editors make 
changes for different reasons. If 
you are a student of literature or 
historical literature, you need to 
be able to study the differences.” 

In the last year, Wick acquired 
the pardon of a Confederate 
soldier signed by Abraham 
Lincoln. The pardon came 
to him from the estate of 
Earl Hunt, who years earlier 
donated to the university much 
of his vast collection of Lincoln 
memorabilia—from an original 
invitation to the 1865 inaugural 
ball to collectible coins and 
statuary that commemorate the 
nation’s 16th president. 

Hunt’s foresight in giving 
his Lincolnian collection 
to the university is a happy 
coincidence. According to 

RARE BiBLE
The Special Collections area has numerous versions of the 
Bible, in an assortment of languages and sizes and from 
various years, including this Dutch-language version of 
the New Testament printed in 1569.  Another treasure in 
IUP’s possession is a rare facsimile of the 1456 Gutenberg 
Bible. Created in 1961, the facsimile provides an accurate 
representation of the Bible and is one of only 50 complete 
copies in the world. Harvard University, New York 
University, and the Library of Congress are among others that 
hold a copy. The Gutenberg Bible was the first piece ever to be 
created with movable type.

LiNCOLN PARdON ANd JEFFERSON LANd TRANSFER
One-of-a-kind records like these attract the attention of historians 
everywhere. In addition to the pardon of Confederate soldier Samuel 
Oldham Bacon signed by President Lincoln two months before his 
death (left), IUP has a deed signed in 1808 by then-president Thomas 
Jefferson and his secretary of state, James Madison, for a tract of land 
in Ohio (right). The pardon came from the estate of Earl Hunt; the 
deed belonged to the family of Daniel Shively, retired librarian.

“Future 
generations of 
IUP students 
and the public 
at large have 
an excellent 
resource for 
a look back 
in time and 
to find things 
they may not 
be able to find 
anywhere 
else.”

Wick, IUP has an impressive 
collection of federal records and 
books from the Civil War era, 
as well as a set of official Civil 
War records acquired thanks to 
the Historical and Genealogical 
Society of Indiana County. 

A complete inventory of records 
and manuscripts is available 
at www.iup.edu/archives. The 
website also contains digitized 
versions of IUP publications 
and several exhibits about life 
in western Pennsylvania, IUP, 
and coal mining history.

“I learned a long time ago that 
just because something is old 
doesn’t mean you throw it 
away,” Wick said. “The Special 
Collections and University 
Archives area is a significant 
part of IUP’s library system. 
Thanks to the generosity and 
forethought of so many people 
who appreciate the merits of 
preservation, future generations 
of IUP students and the public 
at large have an excellent 
resource for a look back in time 
and to find things they may not 
be able to find anywhere else.”

Ensuring 
Access for All
With 95,000 linear feet of 
material from external sources, 
the Special Collections and 
University Archives area is in 
need of space, but in spite of 
that, archivist Harrison Wick 
contends that he always will 
find a place for new, worthy 
acquisitions, whether they 
come in the form of a gift or 
purchase.
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SPANiSH MANUSCRiPT 
This manuscript from Spain 
(1635 to 1637) is among the 
prizes of Special Collections. 
Featuring illumination likely 
by a royal court scribe, the 
manuscript in the last few 
years has been reviewed by 
Laura Delbrugge, professor of 
Spanish, as well as a team of 
students. They have determined 
that it is a court ledger of King 
Philip IV of Spain, who also 
was King Philip III of Aragon 
and Portugal. Examination 
and translation of this piece 
continues.

NORMAL SCHOOL 
SCRAPBOOK
Within the vast collection of 
IUP archival material are items 
alumni have donated from 
their own personal experiences, 
including a scrapbook kept by 
Bertha Garree, who studied at 
Indiana State Normal School 
in 1918. The scrapbook includes 
health records for Garree, who 
was apparently quarantined 
during the 1918 flu pandemic. 
According to Wick, scrapbooking 
was a common way to keep 
memories and correspondence 
through letters and postcards 
during the early 20th century. 
“Students learn a great deal 
about campus life” and lifestyles 
through pieces like this, he said.

CUNEiFORM TABLET
Another legacy piece, the 
cuneiform tablet dates to 
the 21st century BC during 
the Third Dynasty of Ur in 
Mesopotamia. Cuneiform is 
among the earliest writing 
forms, wedge-shaped marks on 
clay. Wick said that, to date, no 
one has translated the tablet’s 
message, but he does know that 
it is a record of a transaction.

Digitization of records, photos, 
and other documents is another 
activity that costs. While some 
items are scanned in house, 
because of volume, Wick often 
turns to the Internet Archive to 
scan and store items. Wick said 
the service charges $1 per page 
to scan. IUP yearbooks can be 
found through www.iup.edu/
archives, representing more 
than a $5,000 investment.

“Digitization is an access tool, 
not a preservation tool, but 
making documents available 
online does enable us to 
preserve them by providing 
an alternative way of display,” 
Wick said. “It allows us to 
put them online and make 
them available to everyone. 
Digitization also enables us 
to create curated exhibitions, 
such as the ones that can be 
found on our website now. But, 
digitizing comes with a cost.”

Wick’s operation is afforded no 
operating money from IUP’s 
state allocation and relies solely 
on private funding. m

If you would 
like to assist IUP 
Special Collections 
and University 
Archives, please 
contact Evan 
Bohnen, associate 
vice president for 
Development, by 
sending e-mail to 
ebohnen@iup.edu 
or by calling 855-
477-5266.

remains the advisor to the 
IUP chapter he founded 15 
years ago. In that time, more 
than 60 student members 
have received in excess of 
$92,000 in scholarships. Since 
2009, Bharathan has served 
as a principal investigator in 
the Microbial Forensics in 
Biodefense Project, funded by 
the Defense Threat Reduction 
Agency, and has involved 
many Phi Eta Sigma students 
on the project, as well as other 
research and service activities.  
m

More from Colonial 
America
English professor emeritus 
William Betts Jr. continues 
to explore key figures from 
Colonial America in his latest 
book, Sword and Scalpel: 
The Life of Edward Hand of 
Lancaster. Born in Ireland, 
Hand came to Pennsylvania 
as a young physician before 
forming a colonial militia in 
Lancaster County. He entered 
the Colonial Army and crossed 
the Delaware River with 
George Washington before 
the attack on Hessian forces 
in Trenton, New Jersey. A 
brigadier general, Hand also 
served as a commander of 
Fort Pitt and adjutant general 
during the siege of Yorktown. 
He later became active in 
politics, serving on the Congress 
of the Confederation and the 
Pennsylvania Assembly. Sword 
and Scalpel is published by 
Heritage Books. 

Distinguished Service
Phi Eta Sigma Honor Society 
presented Narayanaswamy 
Bharathan, professor and chair 
of the Biology Department, 
with the Distinguished 
Service Award at its national 
convention in South Carolina 
in October. Bharathan 

Showcasing Research 
Internationally
When Josiah Townsend, 
assistant professor of biology, 
was invited to give a keynote 
talk in October for the 
Mesoamerican Society for 
Biology and Conservation’s 
annual congress in Copán 
Ruinas, Honduras, he also 
turned it into an opportunity 
for some students who assist 
in his lab. Townsend gave 
his presentation, “Promoting 
Conservation of Threatened 
Cloud Forests in the Chortis 
Block through Phylogenetic 
Inventory,” in Spanish 
and organized a daylong 
symposium, “Promoting 
Protection of At-Risk 
Habitats through Priority 
Species Conservation.” Four 
of his students gave poster 
presentations tied to the 
evolution of Central American 
amphibians: undergraduates 
Gretchen McCormick and Kayla 
Weinfurther and graduate 
students T. J. Firneno and Alex 
Hess, who placed first and 
second, respectively. The group 
also took in some local culture, 
visiting the nearby Maya ruins, 
a coffee farm, and a rainforest 
national park. A variety 
of university, college, and 
department funds supported 
the experience.

Faculty deaths

In recent months, the 
following former faculty 
members died:

Richard Berry, professor 
emeritus of physics 
and first chairperson of 
the department, died 
September 10, 2014. He 
retired in 1992 after 27 
years at IUP.

Richard Mease, a speech 
pathology professor who 
retired from IUP in 1996 
after 27 years of service, 
died October 2, 2014.

Betty Elder Wood ’54, 
M’72, a professor emerita 
who retired from the 
Consumer Services faculty 
in 1992 after 23 years of 
service, died September 21, 
2014.

Cyril Zenisek, who retired 
as a professor of biology 
in 1988 after 28 years of 
service, died July 28, 2014.

MENToRS

Josiah Townsend in his lab 
with Kayla Weinfurther K
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From left: Alex Hess, 
Kayla Weinfurther, T. J. 
Firneno, and Gretchen 
McCormick in Copán 
Ruinas, Honduras
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Silver 
Anniversary

When trumpeter Doc 
Severinsen returned to campus 
in September, 19 years after 
his first IUP performance, 
the university entrusted him 
with two important tasks—
opening the 2014-15 Ovations! 
performing artist series and 
kicking off the 25th season of 
the Lively Arts at IUP.

The Lively Arts encompasses 
all performing and visual 
arts events presented by 
the College of Fine Arts and 
its departments, as well as 
Kipp Gallery, the University 
Museum, and the ArtsPath 
arts-in-education outreach 
program. The Lively Arts 
also administers the Wilfred 
E. Helwig Distinguished 
Artist program, which 
has welcomed performers 
including Itzhak Perlman, 
Dave Brubeck, Rosemary 
Clooney, Olivia Newton-
John, Marvin Hamlisch, and 
Bernadette Peters, in addition to 
Severinsen.

These photographs represent 
a small portion of the 
programming the Lively Arts 
has brought the campus and 
community in the last quarter 
century.

Former Tonight Show bandleader Doc Severinsen 
opened the 2014-15 Ovations! season in September, 
backed by IUP’s Keystone Big Band (see page 26).

An Evening of Dance and Percussion (2001), coproduced by 
IUP Dance Theater and Percussion Ensemble

Taiko drumming troupe Yamato gave a master class for 
college and high school students before its performance in 
November 2011.

The Mountain and the Bumblebee (2014), a Kipp Gallery 
exhibit curated by Chris McGinnis ’06 that explores the 
notions of landscape

Johnny Smith ’07 and Megan Miller ’09 in Little Shop of 
Horrors (2006), produced by Theater-by-the-Grove, with IUP 
Music Theater

Jazz pianist and composer Dave Brubeck came to IUP in 
March 1994 as the Wilfred E. Helwig Distinguished Artist. He 
is pictured with Florence Lattimer Helwig, who established 
the endowment in memory of her husband. Above: Marvin 
Hamlisch, composer and conductor, was the Helwig 
Distinguished Artist in 2009. Both Brubeck and Hamlisch 
died in 2012.
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NAMEDRoPPERS

Some married couples 
do everything together. 
Sara Raschiatore ’03, 
M’04 and Anthony 

Zambotti ’03 took that idea a 
step further this fall when they 
were both inducted as part of 
the IUP Athletic Hall of Fame’s 
Class of 2014.

The 19-member class was 
honored at a ceremony 
September 27 at the Kovalchick 
Convention and Athletic 
Complex. Later that day, the 
group was publicly introduced 
during halftime of the Crimson 
Hawks’ football game against 
Mercyhurst. The athletes 
represent 10 varsity sports and 
played in decades ranging from 
the 1960s to the early 2000s.

Raschiatore and Zambotti 
attended Indiana High 
School together and competed 
in different sports at IUP. 
Raschiatore was a two-sport 
star runner on both the cross 
country and track and field 
teams. She was a six-time 
All-American, five-time 
Pennsylvania State Athletic 
Conference champion in 
track, and three-time league 
champion in cross country.

An ace pitcher for the IUP 
baseball team, Zambotti wrote 
his name all over the record 
book. When he graduated, 
Zambotti was the school’s all-
time leader in four statistical 
categories, including strikeouts 
(332), which is the second-most 
in the history of the PSAC. He 
was the PSAC West Rookie of 
the Year in 2000; Player of the 
Year in 2003; a three-time first-
team all-conference pick; and 
a 14th-round selection by the 
Oakland Athletics in the 2003 
Major League Baseball amateur 
draft.

Two other baseball players were 
inducted as part of the Class of 
2014. Jack Flavin ’69 was one 
of the top pitchers the program 
has produced, and his career 
1.36 earned-run average still 

stands as the lowest single-
season mark in PSAC history, 
as does his startling 0.00 ERA 
in 1968. 

Jerry Clark ’69 was a two-sport 
star with the IUP baseball and 
football teams. On the diamond, 
Clark batted better than .300 
twice, stole 18 bases, and won 
three varsity letters. In football, 
he won three more varsity 
letters and grabbed 12 career 
interceptions, which was the 
fifth-best career total when he 
graduated. He played on the 
1968 Boardwalk Bowl team and 
was named to the IUP 1960s 
all-decade team.

Six other former star football 
players were inducted, led by 
three who played in NCAA 
Division II championship 
games. 

Linebacker Nick Pascarella Jr. 
’91, a senior on the 1990 team 

that went to the title game, was 
a two-time all-PSAC choice. The 
team’s top defender, he was 
picked twice by the coaching 
staff as the Richard A. Smith 
Memorial Award winner.

On that same 1990 team, 
Je’Mone Smith ’93, M’96 was 
a freshman wide receiver just 
starting to make a name for 
himself. He ended up one of 
the most prolific pass catchers 
in school history, with 129 
receptions for 2,194 yards. 
Those numbers ranked third 
and second, respectively, on 
the IUP all-time lists when 
he graduated. During his 
senior season, Smith helped 
IUP return to the national 
championship game. After 
graduation, he was signed by 
the Philadelphia Eagles.

Another member of that 1993 
team was offensive lineman 
Chris Villarrial ’95, one of 

only four IUP players to have 
his jersey retired. He was a part 
of teams that won 39 games 
in four seasons. When he was 
taken by the Chicago Bears in 
the fifth round of the 1996 NFL 
draft, he was the first IUP player 
selected since the Buffalo Bills 
took Jim Haslett ’91 17 years 
earlier. Villarrial retired after 
11 seasons in the NFL, with 
Chicago and Buffalo. He is now 
the head coach at Saint Francis 
University in Loretto.

Pat imbrogno ’78 and Gregg 
Schmidt ’78 came to IUP 
together as freshmen in 1974, 
graduated together four years 
later, and were inducted into 
the hall of fame together this 
year. Imbrogno was the first 
true freshman to start for head 
coach Bill Neal. An offensive 
lineman, Imbrogno was a four-
time all-PSAC selection, and he 
was an NAIA All-American as 
a senior. A standout linebacker, 

Schmidt had a monster season 
in 1977, when he recorded 177 
total tackles, a figure that still 
stands as the best single-season 
mark in school history. By the 
time he graduated, he was 
named to the first-team all-
conference team three times. 

A key member of the 1964 
team that made it to the PSAC 
championship game, Gene 
Epley ’65 took his experiences 
on the field and used them to 
build a successful high school 
and college coaching career. A 
former first-team all-PSAC pick, 
Epley was a college coach at 
Utah, Utah State, Shippensburg, 
Virginia, Army, William & 
Mary, and the school that lists 
Epley as its all-time winningest 
head coach, Marietta. He also 
coached high school football in 
West Virginia for three seasons, 
and his teams won two state 
titles. Epley died in 2010.

Like Raschiatore, Scott Green 
’83 was a star runner for both 
the cross country and track 
and field teams. A two-time 
All-American, Green helped the 
1982 cross country team win 
the PSAC championship and 
finish fourth at the NCAA meet. 
In track, Green set the school 
record in the 10,000 meters (30 
minutes, 9 seconds), a mark still 
unbeaten 31 years later.

As a track and field coach at IUP 
for almost four decades, Robert 
“doc” Raemore coached 
several conference and national 
champions, and even a future 
Olympian. Working alongside 
former head coach Ed Fry, 
Raemore coached some of the 
best runners in PSAC history. 
He died in 2013, five years after 
he retired from coaching.

More than two decades after 
she graduated, Sue Brecko 
’88 still has her name all over 
the IUP women’s basketball 
record book. She ranks in the 
top 10 in 14 game, season, and 
career statistical categories and 
was among the program’s star 
players. A two-time first-team 
all-PSAC player, Brecko scored 
1,299 points in her career, and 

she graduated with the school 
record for career games played 
(103).

In men’s basketball, Ron 
McNabb ’83 was inducted 
more than three decades after 
putting together one of the 
most complete seasons on the 
hardwood. During his senior 
year, McNabb led IUP in 
scoring, assists, and minutes 
played, and his 49 steals set a 
single-season school record. 
When he graduated, McNabb’s 
340 career assists ranked fourth 
all-time in the IUP record book.

When her playing career was 
over, Marissa dugan ’00 had 
inscribed her name all over the 
softball team’s record book. She 
left the campus ranked either 
first or second in 12 offensive 
statistical categories, including 
batting average, home runs, 
RBIs, and slugging percentage. 
She was also a key member of 
the first two IUP teams to earn 
berths in the NCAA Division II 
tournament and was named to 
the all-PSAC team four times. 

The second inductee from the 
only IUP men’s team to win 
a national championship, 
Terry Eisenhute ’69 was one 
of the top golfers in school 
history. His main contribution 
to the program came in 1968, 
when he helped IUP win 
the NAIA championship by 
an astounding 30 strokes. 
Eisenhute died in 2004.

Coming to IUP from England, 
Trevor Gladden ’80 was one 
of the first stars of the now 
discontinued men’s soccer 
program. He left the States as 
IUP’s career leader in goals and 
assists, despite playing only two 
seasons. He also guided IUP to 
the NAIA tournament and was 
the school’s first All-American 
in the sport. He later played 
semiprofessionally in England 
for 12 seasons.

Julie Hess Worley ’03 came 
to IUP in 1999 and quickly 
made her mark on the field 
hockey team by being named 
PSAC Rookie of the Year and a 

first-team all-conference player. 
She left IUP as the program’s 
all-time leader in goals and 
points scored—records that still 
stand today. She was named to 
the all-PSAC team four times 
and was a first-team choice on 
three occasions.

A 14-time all-American, 
Heather Packard ’99 was 
one of the most decorated 
swimmers in IUP history. She 
finished in the top three at the 
annual PSAC meet 18 times 
and was part of the 400-meter 
freestyle relay team that set a 
PSAC record. Individually, she 
set three school records (200-, 
500-, and 1,000-meter freestyle) 
and was a part of two record-
setting relay teams (400 and 800 
meters).

In addition, the Hall of Fame’s 
honorary Bell Ringer Award 
went to William Betts Jr., 
professor emeritus of English at 
IUP, for his longtime support of 
the men’s basketball program. 

Exiting 
IUP athletic director Frank 
Condino announced in 
September that he is retiring 
from his post at the end of the 
fall semester.

Condino arrived on campus 
30 years ago as an assistant 
football coach and helped IUP 
build one of the most successful 
NCAA Division II athletic 
programs in the country. He 
became an assistant athletic 
director in 1990, and he 
replaced Frank Cignetti ’60, 
M’65 in 1999 as the AD.

Under his watch, IUP has won 
30 team PSAC championships 
in eight sports, while 
continuing to encourage 
student-athletes to be active 
in the community and to earn 
high marks in the classroom. 
In the Condino era, IUP 
student-athletes have earned 
38 PSAC Top 10, 10 College 
Sports Information Directors 
of America Academic All-
America, 11 PSAC Champion 
Scholar, 5 PSAC Team GPA, and 
3 NCAA Elite 89 awards.

Alumni and 
Coach Notes  
Former standout softball 
player Kelsey Ferguson ’12, 
M’13 was named head coach 
at Blackman High School in 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee, in 
June. Also in softball, Kristen 
Tunno ’11 was named head 
coach at Glenville State College 
in West Virginia in July. Former 
women’s basketball assistant 
coach Rebecca Tillett was 
recently hired as an assistant 
at the US Naval Academy in 
Annapolis, Maryland. Kate 
Athing ’10 was promoted in 
June from assistant coach to 
head women’s lacrosse coach 
at Marymount University in 
Arlington, Virginia. m

BY MATTHEW BURGLUND

Members of the IUP Athletic Hall of Fame Class of 2014 were recognized during halftime of the football 
game against Mercyhurst on September 27. Front row, from left: Anthony Zambotti, Julie Hess Worley, 
Marissa Dugan, Trevor Gladden, Heather Packard, Sara Raschiatore, and Chuck Gironda, accepting for 
Chris Villarrial. Second row: IUP President Michael Driscoll, Nick Pascarella Jr., Jerry Clark, Jack Flavin, 
Scott Green, Je’Mone Smith, Pat Imbrogno, Gregg Schmidt, Ron McNabb, and Frank Condino, athletic 
director.
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Klausing’s Tigers 
Featured in Book
Before he became IUP’s 
head football coach, Chuck 
Klausing led a record-
setting team from Braddock 
High School credited with 
helping the town cope 
with the largest labor 
strike in US history. In the 
book Striking Gridiron, 
released by Thomas 
Dunne Books, author 
Greg Nichols details the 
Tigers’ winning streak that 
reached five consecutive 
seasons by the start of the 
1959 season under the 
34-year-old fledgling coach. 
Klausing, now 89, still lives 
in Indiana. The book is 
available through major 
retailers.
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Coming 
      Back
          to Build the Future

Alumni support their alma mater in a variety of ways, 
from mentoring current students to making monetary 
donations. Many alumni—more than 150 each 
year, according to Mary Jo Lyttle, director of Alumni 

Relations—return to campus to speak to classes, recruit students for 
jobs or internships, share professional expertise, or participate in a 
number of other activities, some of which are pictured here.

Career fairs bring a number of alumni to campus each year to 
recruit students for jobs and internships. Above, left: At Accounting 
Career Day in September, Megan Matthews ’11, M’12 and Scott 
Balthaser ’99, of First Commonwealth Bank, talked with accounting 
major Tyler Hagar. Above, right: Highmark Health’s Kevin Popeck 
’14, foreground, and Jared Johnston ’02, M’03 talked with students at 
the Career Expo in October. The Safety Sciences Career Fair, held in 
October, brought about 40 alumni to campus. All three events were 
at the Kovalchick Convention and Athletic Complex.

Below: When former Tonight Show bandleader Doc Severinsen 
performed on campus in September, he was backed by a band made 
up of alumni, students, and faculty members, shown in rehearsal. 
Organized by trumpet professor Kevin Eisensmith ’78, the Keystone 
Big Band included Terence “Bear” Irwin ’70, Jack Stamp ’76, John 
Burgh ’81, William Stowman ’85, Roy Mitchell ’89, Christopher 
Barrick ’00, ’01, Joshua Hillard ’01, Geoff Durbin ’07, Ben Saylor ’10, 
Matthew Morse M’13, and Michael Wertz ’13.

When the College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics Advisory 
Board met on campus last spring, members talked with students 
about their research projects during a special poster presentation. 
The board comprises nine alumni who work in the science field. 
Below, left: Sue McMurdy ’78, a senior advisor with Endeavor 
Management, is shown with geology major Savannah Irwin. 
Below, right: William Rusnack ’66, former president and CEO of 
Premcor, Inc., is with Chad Clair, biology major.

“We are very thankful to 
all of our alumni for their 
continued support,” Lyttle 
said. “Their commitment 
is felt across campus and 
around the world.”

Members of the Eberly College of Business and Information 
Technology’s Business Advisory Council, Steve Agnoli ’86, 
left, and Phil Carrai ’83 participated in a breakout session 
with students during Business Day XXXVI in April.

John Esposito ’78, president and CEO of Warner Music 
Nashville, discussed the music business with fine arts and 
communications media students in October in Cogswell 
Hall. Esposito also spoke with journalism students in a 
separate session.
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ALL ABOUT ALUMNI

New works by IUP professor 
emeritus of art Ned Wert 
’58 were on exhibit in the 
Lancaster Arts Hotel Gallery 
in October and November. A 
post-abstract expressionist, 
Ned said the collection reflects 
some of his favorite influences 
of the past—ethnic cultures, 
landscapes, and the freedom 
and spirit of youth. 

1960s
In his nearly 30 years as a 
biology professor, Charles 
Springer ’61 studied the 
evolution and systematics of 
beetles and taught at Penn 
State, Carnegie Mellon, and 
Hastings College in Nebraska. 
When he and wife Mary 
Allison Bowles had a son, 
Charles retired to be at home 

with him full-time. Now 18 
years since his retirement, 
Charles reports that his son 
(also named Charles) is a 
sophomore at Dartmouth 
studying languages and spent 
part of the summer in Russia 
and Germany. Meantime, the 
proud father is continuing his 
research on the water beetles of 
Southeastern Virginia. Father 
and son can be seen in Alumni 
Extra.

The American Association of 
Family & Consumer Sciences 
presented Linda Morrison 
Schaeffer ’66, M’74 with a 
Distinguished Service Award in 
June. Linda has been a member 
of the national association for 
50 years and served as executive 
director of the Pennsylvania 
association for 30. She also 
worked with the IUP-affiliated 

displaced homemaker/career 
development service known 
as New Choices for 17 years, 
including 11 as director. 

Author Leah Prytherck 
Bergstrom ’68, M’69 
recently published her Kids 
of Celebrities Trilogy, for 
readers ages 9 to 14. The books 
follow central character 
Danni through three stages 
of life challenges: growing up 

DESIGNATION OF CoDES   |   AA ASSoCIATE oF ARTS DEGREE      cA ACADEMY oF CULINARY ARTS      D DoCToRAL DEGREE      M  MASTER’S DEGREE

Have you noticed this icon at the end of a class note? It means that more information and often photos 
are available on the iUP Magazine website under Alumni Extra, www.iup.edu/magazine/alumniextra.

1950s
In September, the Large Instrumental Rehearsal Hall in 
Cogswell Hall was named in honor of the late daniel 
diCicco ’54, a member of the IUP music faculty for 33 years. 
As director of bands, Daniel directed the Symphonic Band, 
the Mellowmen, and the Marching Band; he also founded 
the Wind Ensemble and began the annual IUP Honors Band 
program. Daniel received the IUP Distinguished Alumni 
Award for Service in 2003 and the Distinguished Faculty 
Award for Community Service in 1986. He died in 2009, 20 
years after his IUP retirement. Gifts from numerous friends, 
family members, former students, and colleagues, including 
a capstone gift from Jack Stamp ’76, the current director of 
bands, led to the naming of the hall. Daniel’s daughter, dana 
diCicco Piccolini ’81, and her husband, Tony Piccolini 
’80, were present as the IUP Council of Trustees approved the 
naming.

About 25 years ago, Maureen Flaherty Post ’63 had one 
collectible iron—a flat iron (a doorstop in many homes). One 
thing led to another: She received a gift of six assorted irons 
from one of her eight sisters. She began looking for irons 
and iron-related objects at flea markets and antique shops, 
then researched their use and history. She got involved in 
a professional guild, the Pressing Iron and Trivet Collectors 
of America. Eventually, her collection grew to around 1,000 
pieces, all of them accompanying her as she moved from New 
Jersey to North Carolina in 2009.

After talking with her sister Susan, an attorney, Maureen 
decided to donate her collection for educational purposes and 
approached her alma mater, IUP. The University Museum 
accepted. Maureen spent more than a year inventorying 
the collection and packaging it (in 60 boxes) for transport to 
IUP. This fall, more than 200 pieces were on display in the 
University Museum for the exhibit Irons: Functional Tools to 
Art Objects.

A native of Turtle Creek, Maureen majored in home economics 
at IUP and worked in education for about 50 years, mainly in 
schools for students with disabilities. Even as a vice principal, 
she kept an iron, ironing board, and two sewing machines in 
her office, and many students—mostly boys, she said—would 
make use of the equipment to fix their clothes. Maureen also 
has a master’s degree from Georgian Court College in New 
Jersey.

Members of the Class of 1964, the 50th anniversary class, 
who served as grand marshals for this year’s Homecoming 
parade were, from left, Ruth Riesenman, Barry Gasdek, and 
Anne dieffenbach Johnson. Barry, of Laramie, Wyoming, 
is a retired lieutenant colonel in the US Army and a former 
professor of military science at the University of Wyoming. 
Anne, of Fairfax, Virginia, was a teacher at Bethel Park High 
School and an administrator at Adrian College in Michigan 
and New York’s Long Island University and Lehman College. 
Ruth, of Indiana, retired as executive assistant to the president 
at IUP in 2005 and, at one time, directed IUP’s Office of Career 
Services.

A faculty member at Longwood University since 1978, 
James Jordan ’64 was recently named the Board of Visitors 
Distinguished Professor of Anthropology, an award presented 
only nine times in the Farmville, Virginia, school’s 175-year 
history. A professor of anthropology and sociology, James 
received the 2013 Horace Mann Award, naming him an 
honorary alumnus of the university, and the year before, 
the Board of Visitors named Longwood’s archaeology field 
school in his honor. He also leads all academic ceremonies as 
Longwood’s chief faculty marshal.

As part of his research, James has traveled to England, Syria, 
Jordan, West Africa, and Tanzania, where he studied free-
ranging chimpanzees. Each year since 2005, he has taken 
students to England to study prehistoric and medieval sites 
such as Stonehenge and Bath. 

In addition to his teaching and research, he has served as 
executive director of the Nature Camp of Virginia and as 
a naturalist for Virginia State Parks. He is also a technical 
consultant for the Fox television show Bones.

without parents, adjusting to 
a new family, and mentoring 
younger siblings. The trilogy 
is available through major 
retailers; find more information 
at kidsofcelebritiestrilogy.com. 

Retired English teacher 
Gary Beuke ’69 has moved 
into Laurel View Village, a 
retirement community near 
Davidsville.

Daniel DiCicco, right, with Gary Bird, retired IUP tuba 
professor, in 2005

Maureen Flaherty Post holding one of her favorites, a Silver 
Streak electric iron in red 

Jim Richards ’69 served a 
one-year term as national 
service director of the Military 
Order of the Purple Heart, 
headquartered in Springfield, 
Virginia. Composed of military 
members who received the 
Purple Heart for wounds 
suffered in combat, this 
nonprofit organization provides 
services to support all veterans 
and their families. Retiring as a 
lieutenant colonel in the Army, 
Jim was the chief aviation 
resource management director 
at Fort Meade, Maryland, where 
he evaluated aviation programs 
for reserve and National 
Guard units from Virginia to 
Maine. His assignments have 
included air cavalry pilot in 
Vietnam; helicopter instructor 
pilot at Fort Rucker, Alabama; 
armor company commander 
in Germany; air cavalry troop 
commander at Fort Campbell, 
Kentucky; and Army aviation 

staff officer at the Pentagon. Jim 
was a member of Sigma Phi 
Epsilon at IUP.

As she settled into her Peace 
Corps assignment in the 
Republic of Macedonia, Eileen 
Swinehart ’69 began sharing 
her experiences in a blog. Eileen 
is to teach English during her 
27-month stay. She welcomes 
fellow alumni to read about her 
adventures at www.pigdeer.
com.

A year after nurse-midwife 
Karen Sadar Watt ’69 started 
a practice in Kaufman, Texas, 
her other alma mater, Frontier 
Nursing University in Hyden, 
Kentucky, named her one of 
its 75 Pioneers for Health Care, 
coinciding with the school’s 
75th year. Karen has served 
as a mentor to several student 
midwives.

1970s
Making her home in Jerusalem, 
Susan Mann Hirsch ’70 
would love to connect with 
other IUP alumni living in 
Israel. Reach her by e-mail at 
mothernature1948@yahoo.
com.

IUP’s Eberly College of Business 
and Information Technology 
hosted the 24th annual 
Business Golf Classic in July at 
the Longue Vue Club in Verona. 
Among those in attendance 
were Theta Xi brothers George 
Braunegg ’79, david Kramer 
’79, John Liebenguth ’79, 

Gary Tolfa ’79, Tom Wallace 
’80, dave Snyder ’81, and 
Scott Meredith ’82. A photo of 
them appears in Alumni Extra. 
The tournament generated 
$39,000 for student scholarships. 

As capital campaign chair for 
the Greencastle library, Patti 
Zimmerman divelbiss 
’71 led efforts that raised 
more than $1 million over 
three years, supporting a 
renovation, addition, and 
the purchase of adjoining 
property. In August, Patti and 
husband Mark celebrated 
their 44th anniversary. She 

Professor James Jordan was the main speaker for 
Longwood’s convocation ceremony in September. 
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Two IUP alumni recently 
took on new leadership 
positions in the Pittsburgh 
Public Schools. In July, 
donna Micheaux ’75 
returned to the district as 
deputy superintendent. 
Previously, she was 
substitute superintendent in 
Wilkinsburg in addition to 
assistant executive director 
for organizational leadership 
and development at the 
Allegheny Intermediate Unit. 
Donna started her career at 
Pittsburgh Public Schools 
and went on to work for the 
University of Pittsburgh’s 
Institute of Learning, the Department of Education, and the 
Dallas Independent School District as chief of schools officer. 
The 2011 IUP Distinguished Alumni Award winner received 
master’s and doctoral degrees from Pitt and graduated from the 
Broad Superintendents Academy.

Wayne Walters d’07 
was named assistant 
superintendent for the 
district’s grades 6-12 
schools. In addition 
to his new duties, 
he will continue to 
serve as principal of 
Pittsburgh Obama 
6-12. Earlier this year, 
he was named among 
the New Pittsburgh 
Courier’s Men of 
Excellence. 
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also directs a choir at the 
Waynesboro Church of the 
Brethren that includes Janet 
Potter Smedley ’54, Patti’s 
elementary music teacher, on 
organ.

Vito donGiovanni ’72, 
M’75, d’88 became one of 
six psychologists on the State 
Board of Psychology after 
Pennsylvania Governor Tom 
Corbett appointed him to a four-
year term.

Retiring last year as principal 
of Stroudsburg Junior High 
School, Maryellen Shook 
Mross ’73, M’80 was recently 
named interim associate 
dean of field experiences 
and partnerships at East 
Stroudsburg University. Her 
husband, Kenneth Mross ’77, 
is a reading specialist and RtII 
(response to instruction and 
intervention) coordinator in the 
East Stroudsburg Area School 
District. Maryellen also earned 
a doctorate from Widener, and 
Kenneth, a master’s from East 
Stroudsburg.

Kerry Reese ’73 retired in May 
after 31 years as a professor 
of wildlife sciences at the 
University of Idaho in Moscow. 
He was head of the Department 
of Fish and Wildlife Sciences 
in the College of Natural 
Resources for 10 years. Known 
for his studies of native upland 
game birds, Kerry received 
numerous professional honors 
for both his research and 
teaching. He is married to 
Nancy Starosielec Reese ’73.

Recipient of the Pro Football 
Hall of Fame’s Dick McCann 
Award, Ed Bouchette ’73 was 
guest of honor at a September 
celebration hosted by Mark 
“Rughead” Rayburg ’75 
and his wife, Jacquie, and 
Mark “Coops” Cooper ’76 at 
the Rayburg Farm in Apollo. 
According to Rich Urick ’75, 
more than 60 Sig Taus and 
their families attended. Also 
at the event, John “Moonie” 

Calizzi ’76 announced that 
Mark Rayburg and don 
“doughhead” Toy ’75 were 
inducted into the Kiski Area 
High School Hall of Fame—
Mark for wrestling, and Don for 
football and wrestling. A group 
photo appears in Alumni Extra. 

A partner at Meyer, Unkovic 
& Scott, Andrea Ocepek 
Geraghty ’74 was named 
a Best Lawyers Lawyer of 
the Year in the Pittsburgh 
area for her work in eminent 
domain and condemnation 
law. Andrea was also selected 
for the Pennsylvania Super 
Lawyers list, a Thomson Reuters 
business rating service, for 
2014. The Point Breeze resident 
graduated from Duquesne 
University School of Law.

The Society for Technical 
Communication honored 
donn deBoard ’75 as a fellow. 
A senior information developer 
at Berwyn tax technology 
company Vertex, Inc., Donn 
was recognized for his service to 
the Philadelphia Metro chapter 
of this international society and 
for his innovation in the design 
of software documentation.

In the late 1960s, public 
protests against the Vietnam 
War surged across the United 
States, particularly on college 
campuses. At IUP, a student 
protest movement emerged 
at the start of the 1969-70 
academic year. Retired editor 
dane Konop ’75 has written 
a firsthand account, shared in 
Alumni Extra.

Retired managing director of 
the Bank of New York Mellon, 
Regina dressel Stover ’75 
was elected to the Foundation 
for IUP board for a term 
extending through June 2017. 
She previously served from 
2001 to 2007. A 1999 recipient 
of the Distinguished Alumni 
Award, Regina is nationally 
recognized for her expertise 
in fiduciary and investment 

management risk. She and 
husband dennis Stover 
’76 established an endowed 
scholarship and business 
speaker series at IUP.

An attorney at Taft Stettinius 
& Hollister, LLP, Kim Burke 
’77 has been selected for 
the 2015 edition of Best 
Lawyers in America in the 
practice areas of Commercial 
Litigation, Environmental Law, 
Litigation—Environmental, 
and Litigation—Regulatory 
Enforcement. The publication 
also designated him as 
Cincinnati Lawyer of the Year 
within the Environmental Law 
practice area.

Have you noticed this icon at the end of a class note? It means that more information and often photos 
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After more than 34 years 
in public education, Jean 
Brothers Lippy ’77 retired 
in June as school counselor at 
Southern Middle School in Glen 
Rock.

Susan Sargent Pagnano 
’78 retired last summer after 
teaching for 36 years at Easton 
Area High School. She plans to 
continue living in Allentown.

1980s
Mark McGahen ’81, M’90 
was named tournament MVP 
among players 55 and over 
after his team, TNT Sports Club, 
won the International Senior 

As freshmen in 1972, they were the last women assigned to 
John Sutton Hall, where they lived on the third floor. When 
these alumnae returned to campus in August, 40 years later, 
they called it the “Sutton Girls Tour.” Pictured on Sutton’s 
East Porch, from left, are Joan Schaeffer Kiak, Marlene 
Onesky, Joan Baldauf Horoho, Lisa Kovach Jardanhazy, 
Lynn dames Hofstetter, Sue Allerton, Kris Mangone, 
Pat Streffler Tellers, and Patty Routch Stiles. Those who 
missed the recent tour were Mary Theresa Sabol, debbie 
Harrick Hagerty, and Patricia ike Boyle. All were part 
of the Class of 1976. “We will always remember that time, 
because Sutton is the reason we all became lifelong friends,” 
Lisa wrote.

Food editor at the Philadelphia Inquirer, Maureen 
Fitzgerald ’79 won the Health Partners Foundation Award 
for her blog, My Daughter’s Kitchen. She started the blog to 
teach her daughter how to cook nutritious meals on a budget 
and now uses it to chronicle cooking lessons she gives children 
in an after-school program. The program has expanded to 
10 schools with help from 20 volunteers. Maureen is also a 
nominee for Philly Magazine’s Be Well Philly Health Hero 
Award and a finalist for a National Association of Black 
Journalists award. Her blog is at www.philly.com/philly/
blogs/mydaughter.

Maureen Fitzgerald cooking with Kareema Brown, center, 
and Lix Johanne Alicea, students at Bayard Taylor Elementary 
School in North Philadelphia 
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Softball Association World 
Championship in Woodbridge, 
Virginia, in August. Mark led 
off and played shortstop, hitting 
.800 for the weekend, as TNT 
went 6-0 in the tournament. He 
lives in Mechanicsburg.

After 30 years of employment 
at IUP, Sam Clutter ’82, M’86 
retired in September. He joined 
the staff as a security officer and 
rose through the ranks of the 
police department to director 
of Public Safety and University 
Police. Sam plans to stay in 
the Indiana area and do more 
traveling, motorcycling, and 
fly-fishing.

A certified public accountant 
who has his own practice, 
John Geidner ’82, M’86 has 
joined the accounting faculty 
at Westminster College in New 
Wilmington.

david Roberts d’82 retired 
from Samford University 

as professor of rhetoric and 
linguistics and now teaches 
part-time in the English 
Department of the University 
of Georgia. He teaches fall 
semesters only, he said, “to 
avoid feeling like it’s a job,” 
and his usual assignment 
is History of the English 
Language. He and his wife, 
Madonna, celebrated their 47th 
anniversary in September. They 
have two children and three 
grandchildren.

The Ohio Hospital Association 
presented Karen Molusky 
Rodgers ’82 with the 2014 
Albert Dyckes Health Care 
Worker of the Year award. 
Karen has been with St. Joseph 
Health Center, part of Catholic 
Health Partners’ Youngstown 
market, Humility of Mary 
Health Partners, for 22 years. 
There, she initiated a nurse 
mentoring program and 
worked on certification review 
programs for medical-surgical, 

progressive care, and adult, 
pediatric, and neonatal critical 
care nurses. She is married to 
Jim Rodgers ’81.

An attorney at Pennsylvania 
law firm Edgar Snyder & 
Associates, John Belak ’84 was 
selected for the 2015 edition 
of Best Lawyers in America in 
the Workers’ Compensation 
Law category. John received 
his juris doctor degree from the 
University of Pittsburgh School 
of Law.

James Taylor ’86 has joined 
Texas-based Total Safety as 
director of Voluntary Protection 
Programs. A certified safety 
professional with more than 
25 years in the field, he will 
spearhead Total Safety’s 
initiative to gain VPP Star 
status. At IUP, he was captain 
of the men’s tennis team.

Retiring after 21 years with 
the City of Pittsburgh police 

department, William Gorman 
’87, M’05 has joined the 
Allegheny County Police.

Patrick Pacalo ’88 reflects 
on his career in journalism, 
primarily his experiences as a 
reporter in Youngstown, Ohio, 
in an op-ed piece, “Journalism 
as Happiness,” shared in 
Alumni Extra. The author of six 
books on the Cold War, Patrick 
is now teaching political 
science at Trumbull Business 
College in Warren, Ohio.

1990s
Nick Palamone ’90 was 
promoted in July to program 
associate for major gifts at 
Carnegie Mellon University.

deborah Keene Walker ’91 
won first prize and honorable 
mention for poems she entered 
in contests associated with the 
77th annual Ohio Poetry Day 
in Troy in October. Entrants 



The book Life 
Streams, released by 
SUNY Press, explores 
the paintings and 
other works of Cuban-
born Alberto Rey ’82 
through the writings 
of eight art historians 
and curators. His 
art addresses issues 
of identity, cultural 
diversity, and 
environmental 
studies and, more 
recently, has focused 
on his community 
involvement in 
Fredonia, New York, and the local landscape, particularly trout 
streams. A SUNY Distinguished Professor, Alberto is a 2008 
recipient of the IUP Distinguished Alumni Award. 
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submitted some 1,600 poems 
and represented 24 states, 
Canada, and the UK. Debbie 
and her husband, Chris, live in 
Conover.

Before the Pirates took the 
field against the Arizona 
Diamondbacks on July 3, 
Joe McLaughlin ’92, M’97, 
of Pittsburgh, threw out the 
ceremonial first pitch. He won 
the opportunity at last year’s 
Fan Appreciation Day. Photos 
appear on the Alumni Extra 
website.

IUP Journalism Department 
chair Michele Papakie ’93 
was named 2014 Business 
Communicator of the Year 
by the Pittsburgh chapter of 
the International Association 
of Business Communicators. 
A lieutenant colonel in the 
Pennsylvania Air National 
Guard, Papakie serves as 
inspector general in the 171st 
Air Refueling Wing and is 
owner/CEO of Indiana-based 
public relations agency Prism 
Simple Solutions, LLC. Photos 
from the Golden Triangle 
Awards ceremony appear in 
Alumni Extra.

When Robert Koch Jr. ’96, 
d’04 and his partner of eight-
and-a-half years, Jonathan 
Simms, were married in 
Rockport, Massachusetts, in 
September, guests included 
Robert Taylor ’95, Jason 
Morse ’99, Marie Elder ’00, 
M’01, and Megan Edinger ’04, 

ARRIVALS
2000s 
To Craig Haas ’00 and 
Jennifer Tarasovich 
Haas ’03, a son, Zachary 
John, August 14, 2014. 
To Courtney deNicola 
Nowak ’00 and Christopher 
Nowak, a daughter, Reese 
Madeleine, February 26, 
2014. To Forrest Lehman 
’01 and Megan dively 
Lehman ’03, a son, Harrison 
Jay, November 9, 2013. To 
Emily davis Smeltz ’01, 
M’02 and AJ Smeltz ’03, 
a daughter, Elliana Jean, 
April 16, 2014. To Melinda 
Hudale Jackson ’02 and 
Christopher Jackson ’03, 
a son, Landon Christopher, 
December 25, 2013. To Farid 
Zerfa ’03, M’06 and Teresa 
Reilly Zerfa ’04, a son, 
Youssef, April 28, 2014. To 
Jennifer Christian Free 
’04 and John Free, a son, 
Ryder, January 15, 2013. To 
Ann Putila Manning ’04, 
’10 and William Manning, 

a son, Liam, March 25, 2014. 
To Amanda Rapp ’04 and 
William Armold Jr., a son, 
Nathan William, April 25, 2013. 
To Megan Kelly McNamara 
’05 and Sean McNamara, a 
son, Patrick Sean, August 6, 
2014. To Sara Barnett Lawer 
’06, M’08 and Andrew Lawer, 
a daughter, Hadley Mae, May 
23, 2014. To Brianne Gamble 
Cox ’07 and Zach Cox ’07, 
M’08, a son, Declan Oliver, 
August 7, 2014. To Abby Apter 
Rose ’07, M’08 and Jason 
Rose ’07, a son Asher William, 
January 2, 2014. 

Kelly Wakefield ’85 was promoted to 
brigadier general, making her IUP’s 11th 
general officer. She recently assumed duties 
as deputy commanding general for support, 
200th Military Police Command, responsible for 
mission command of more than 14,000 soldiers 
in 44 states. Since beginning her military career 
at the Military Police Officer Basic Course at 
Fort McClellan, Alabama, she has taken on 
assignments in California, Georgia, Nevada, 
Texas, Korea, and Japan and was deployed on 
active duty in support of Operation Iraqi Freedom 
II as strategic operations protection officer, 
Multi-National Force—Iraq. She earned master’s 
degrees from Georgia Southern College and the 
US Army War College. In her civilian capacity, 
the Las Vegas resident is chief of market and 
mission analysis for the US Army 6th Recruiting 
Brigade.

Kelly Wakefield at her promotion ceremony 
September 6 at Fort Meade, Maryland, with 
Phillip Churn, major general in the US Army 
and commanding general of the 200th Military 
Police Command (Army Reserves) 
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M’12, as well as IUP English 
faculty members Michael M. 
Williamson and Tina Perdue. 

A personal stylist living in 
Dallas, Alison Hughes 
Lumbatis ’96 shared fall style 
tips in the September issue of 
Redbook magazine. She runs a 
blog at www.getyourprettyon.
com.

An environmental health 
and safety professional for 
aluminum sheet producer 

Novelis in Oswego, New York, 
Roger Aikens ’97 recently 
became a certified safety 
professional. Certification 
requires meeting academic and 
experience requirements and 
passing two exams.

Amy Cotner M’97, d’13 
started in July as associate dean 
of student and residence life 
at Lock Haven University. She 
previously served as associate 
dean of students at West 
Virginia University Institute of 
Technology.

Kennett Square resident Brian 
Smith ’97 was promoted to vice 
president of commercial sales 
and delivery at GeoDecisions, a 
Harrisburg-based information 
technology company 
specializing in geospatial 
solutions. He also manages 
the company’s Middletown, 
Delaware, office.

2000s
In July, Courtney deNicola 
Nowak ’00, Merideth 
Mcintyre Richards ’00, and 
Crystal Barlow Reiner ’01 
reunited in East Hampton, New 
York, with their new additions: 
Merideth’s son Jimmy, born in 
November 2013, and Crystal’s 
daughter Addi and Courtney’s 
daughter Reese, both born in 
February. The alumnae have 
been friends since freshman 
year. “We always enjoyed each 
other’s company,” Courtney 
said, “and now that we’re all 
mommies, there’s so much 
more to talk about.” A photo 
appears in Alumni Extra.

Keith Grubbs ’01 is a health 
and physical education teacher 
at Lakeview Middle School in 
Stoneboro. His wife, Heather 
Gleisner Grubbs ’01, is writer/
editor in the Development 
and Alumni Affairs Division 

at Allegheny College. Incorrect 
information appeared in the 
Spring issue of IUP Magazine.

When Forrest Lehman ’01 
and Megan dively Lehman 
’03 welcomed a son in 
November 2013, they named 
him Harrison Jay, in honor of 
their favorite member of the 
Beatles. Forrest and Megan are 
graduates of IUP’s Robert E. 
Cook Honors College.

Five-year-old Ian Davis Smeltz 
welcomed a new sister, Elliana 
Jean, to his Indiana home in 
April. They are the children of 
Emily davis Smeltz ’01, M’02 
and AJ Smeltz ’03.

What Was Lost, a film by don 
Swanson ’01, M’03, M’08, 
placed second at the Manhattan 
Film Festival and third at the 
Johnston Festival. The film stars 
New York actor John Patrick 
driscoll ’00, who is also the 
film’s producer. Don reports 

that Jennifer Warren ’02 stars 
in his next film, Erson, to be 
completed in 2015.

Burlington County College 
in Pemberton, New Jersey, 
has hired Gregory Gunther 
’02 to teach German. Gregory 
also teaches at Abington 
High School, where he is 
back from taking 40 students 
on a monthlong exchange to 
Bad Reichenhall, Germany. 
He holds a master’s degree 
from Middlebury College in 
Vermont.

Eric Skaggs ’02 is founder and 
CEO of a new website, BuckGet.
com, described as a free social 
network dedicated to helping 
members earn a living online. 
Eric reported that in just over a 
year, the site accumulated more 
than 200,000 member profiles 
and a million pages of member-
contributed content.

A second-grade teacher at Hendricks Elementary School, Beth 
Temofonte Knight ’93 earned Teacher of the Year honors 
at her school and went on to be named Elementary Teacher 
of the Year for Cobb County Schools. The Marietta district, the 
second largest in Georgia, includes thousands of elementary 
teachers.

Practice manager at Heartland Veterinary Clinic in 
Harrisonburg, Virginia, Shawn Gatesman ’98 was named 
Veterinary Economics Practice Manager of the Year for 2014. 
Victory came with a trip to the CVC Kansas City veterinary 
convention, a monetary prize, and a seat on the Veterinary 
Economics editorial advisory board for one year.

Beth Temofonte 
Knight with one 
of her students.

Shawn Gatesman 
with a patient, Eve
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Married in October 2013 in 
Cranberry Township, dana 
Baxter ’03, M’04, d’14 and 
William Popojas ’11 now live 
in Elkins, West Virginia.

In August, Samuel Richards 
’04 joined the faculty of 
Zurich International School 
in Switzerland. He previously 
worked at Boonsboro High, a 
national blue ribbon school in 
Washington County, Maryland.

Timothy Winfield ’05 has 
joined the music faculty at 
Westminster College in New 
Wilmington. He has worked 
with the Youth Orchestra of Los 
Angeles, Education through 
Music in Pasadena, and various 
college and elementary music 
programs. He completed his 
doctorate at the University of 
Southern California.

When Kellie Brown ’06 and 
Joey Makar were married in 
Pittsburgh in July, Lisa Keller 
’08 served as maid of honor, 
and guests included several 
sisters of Alpha Gamma Delta. 
The couple honeymooned in 
Paris.

At their Philadelphia-area 
wedding last year, Janine 
Herd ’05 and Brian Weiss 
’06 were joined by alumni 
Cheryl davis Swackhamer 
’71, Sue davis Herd ’73, 
Guilherme Aragao ’05, Sarah 
Conroy ’05, Mike Stadnicki 
’06, Eduardo Perussi ’07, 
Menelik Girma ’08, Kate 
Visco ’08, Hans Lasway 
’09, and Lauren Wolcott. 
Brian, a senior marketing 
analyst for TransAmerica, 
recently completed his MBA 
at Villanova. Janine, a music 
teacher and music curriculum 
leader for the Downingtown 
Area School District, is pursuing 
a doctorate at Immaculata 
University. The couple 
honeymooned in Hawaii 
and purchased a home in 
Phoenixville.

A research associate at the 
Institute for Behavioral Health 
at Brandeis University’s Heller 
School for Social Policy and 
Management, Ruslan Nikitin 
’06 has cowritten articles in 
peer-reviewed journals and 
contributed to a Department 
of Defense conference report 
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1970s
Ralph Barone ’73 to Patricia 
Schultz, October 22, 2013.

1980s
Margaret Bails AA’89 to 
Aaron Froyd, October 12, 
2013. Ronna Brown ’89 to 
Russ Buri, June 7, 2014. 

1990s
Lynn Yochimowitz ’93 
to Robert Zakos Jr., May 17, 
2014. Robert Koch Jr. ’96, 
d’04 to Jonathan Simms, 
September 6, 2014.

2000s
dana Baxter ’03, M’04, 
d’14 to William Popojas 
’11, October 19, 2013. 
Jennifer Christian ’04 
to John Free, October 23, 
2010. Ann Putila ’04, ’10 

WEDDINGS
to William Manning, April 
12, 2013. Janine Herd ’05 
to Brian Weiss ’06, October 
12, 2013. Kellie Brown ’06 
to Joey Makar, July 5, 2014. 
Angela Miller ’07 to Chad 
Peddicord, May 23, 2014. 
Matthew Spangler ’08, 
M’11 to Andrea Craft ’09, 
June 21, 2014. Melissa Barry 
’09 to Steven Ball, June 21, 
2014. Alisha dickey ’09 to 
Mark Foster ’11, July 19, 
2014. Craig Olear ’09, M’10 
to Alyssa Burkey ’10, M’13, 
June 21, 2014. 

2010s
Jeremy daniel ’10 to Kayla 
Kaminski ’10, June 14, 2014. 
Elizabeth Guckes ’11 to 
Matthew Swackhammer 
’11, May 3, 2014. Brianne 
Thomas ’12 to Jonathan 
Major ’13, July 12, 2014.

By completing and mailing the form below, you help IUP keep your records up to date and IUP Magazine 
coming to you. doing this also ensures that the information reaches the magazine. If you’d prefer to 
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to the US Congress, “Study on 
Incidence of Breast Cancer 
among Members of Armed 
Services Serving on Active 
Duty.” Recipient of a National 
Institute on Alcohol Abuse 
and Alcoholism training grant, 
Ruslan has begun a PhD 
program at Brandeis in social 
policy, focusing on behavioral 
and mental health.

An independent educational 
consultant, Marilyn Freeman 
Carter d’07 traveled in June to 

Sierra Leone, West Africa, where 
she developed and facilitated 
professional development 
activities in early literacy 
skills for the administration 
and faculty of the Macaulay 
Memorial Community School 
in the Maforay Village. Marilyn 
is also a peer reviewer for Early 
Childhood Education Journal.

Angela Miller ’07 and Chad 
Peddicord were married in 
Riviera Maya, Mexico, in May.

When Melissa Barry ’09 and 
Steven Ball were married in 
Mason, Michigan, in June, 
the bridal party and guests 
included Jessica Walls ’06, 
Rebecca Mir ’10, and dara 
Fennell ’11. Melissa received 
a juris doctor degree and is 
preparing for the Michigan 
bar examination; Steven is a 
computer programmer analyst. 

Two IUP Academy of Culinary Arts alumnae recently 
demonstrated their skills and competitive spirit before a 
national television audience. On the Food Network show 
Chopped, Lindsay Walsh McClain CA’07, ’09 beat her 
three competitors in the episode “Swai Not?” airing in June. 
The chefs are each given a mystery basket of ingredients for 
the appetizer, entrée, and dessert, and one chef is eliminated 
after each course. En route to victory, Lindsay melded mystery 
ingredients mostarda, swai fillets, chicken livers, and turnips 
for her winning entrée. The chef de cuisine at Jamonera 
in Philadelphia, Lindsay has also worked at Emeril’s New 
Orleans Fish House in the MGM Grand in Las Vegas.

Fellow Philadelphian Joy Parham-Thomas CA’10 was 
among the top competitors in season 12 of Fox’s Hell’s Kitchen, 
starring fiery Scottish chef Gordon Ramsay. Joy’s dish of seared 
duck breast over seasoned polenta with oven-roasted figs and 
mushrooms and a blackberry reduction earned her a coveted 
black jacket, signifying the merger of the two teams’ survivors 
into one team, and her dish’s placement on the December page 
of the first Hell’s Kitchen calendar. Joy was a favorite as the 
field narrowed from 20 to 5 before she left in episode 18. She is 
co-owner of Urban Country Culinary Concepts.

2010s
Assistant professor of 
criminology at the University 
of West Georgia, Mai Naito 
M’10 earned her PhD last 
summer from Sam Houston 
State University in Texas.

The IUP Office of Alumni 
Relations welcomed Jessica 
Brown ’11 in July as assistant 
director for Alumni Relations 
and Student Engagement. 
She is supporting the Alumni 
Association’s communications 
efforts and assisting with the 
IUP Ambassadors student 
group.

The Romances of George Sand, 
by Anna Faktorovich d’11, 
was released in September by 
Anaphora Literary Press. The 
book follows the 19th century 
French novelist from childhood 
through marriage, divorce, 
various careers, affairs, and 
political revolutions. Anna 
is director of Anaphora, an 
independent press she founded 
after three years of teaching 
college English. In addition 
to The Romances, Anna has 
published two scholarly books, 
two poetry collections, and 
mainstream novels. More about 
the publisher and book can be 
found at anaphoraliterary.
com.

At Boston University School 
of Management, Kyle 
Macdonald M’11 was 
promoted to associate director 
of graduate admissions.

After gaining experience 
as a finance director during 
congressional races in 
Pennsylvania and Virginia, 
Mike Myers ’11 joined 
Democratic political 
consulting firm Mack Sumner 
Communications. The Clymer 
native and former Sigma Chi 
fraternity member now lives in 
Washington, DC.

Ellen Lamont ’12 recently 
completed her master’s degree 
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DEATHS
1932: Florence Runyan Clever
1939: Dorothy Moore
1940: Margaret Barnett 
McIlwain
1941: Eleanor Smail Smith
1943: Marjorie Watson Smith
1944: Katherine McCarthy 
D’Angelo
1946: Clare McGee Freebourn, 
Mary Hoover Sykes, Virginia 
Mershon White
1947: Virginia Dick, John 
Tortella
1948: Lois Gordon Ehrin
1949: Francis Campbell, Betty 
Shank Pringle, Phyllis Sarver 
Wertz
1950: James Smith
1951: Margaret McCluskie 
Clark, Frank Schilling
1952: Shirley Kepple Magnus, 
Paul Perhosky, Sally Nenninger 
Schatt, Paul Thompson, Betty 
Ardary Westover
1953: Irene Texanna Burgh 
Ketterer, Frank Munson
1954: Benjamin Arellano Sr., 
Betty Borger Bathgate, Betty 
Elder Wood*

1955: Joseph Dobis, Harry 
Lapham
1956: Grace Risher
1957: Patrick Haggerty, Martha 
Golden Pallone, Jane Ennis 
Rastatter, Margaret Sheehe 
Wensel
1959: Wilbur Berkey, Gladys 
Lauver Brown (M)
1960: Edward Drahnak, 
Nancy Ross Long, Linda Logan 
McDevitt
1961: Roseann Pelliccione 
Chiodo
1962: John Glavan, Samuel 
Zattiero
1963: Edwin Basehore, Donald 
Peace
1964: Pamela Johnston Gaunt
1965: Donald Stear, Frank Yusi
1967: Diane Wydo
1968: Anthony Assia, John 
Repko
1969: Martha Dunn (M), Sergio 
Carvajal-Manieu Jr., Charles 
Marshall (M)
1970: Robert Bell, Dorothy 
Crnovic, Roberta Strasiser 
Klinepeter (M)
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1971: James Panichelli, Mark 
Steinman, Marjorie Kane 
Whipkey
1972: Twila Stevenson (M)
1973: Elizabeth Grosch (M), 
Daniel James, Francis Matika 
(D), Robert Myers, Leona Shank, 
William Stadtmiller
1974: Deborah Frank Bartczak, 
John Risinger, Cassandra Murray 
Schalcosky, Nancy Shanaberger
1975: Betty Cunningham 
Selkirk, James Shugart Jr.
1976: Timothy Miles
1977: Kirk Wilson
1978: John Ficco (M)
1981: Billy Fix Jr., Harry Shoff (D)
1982: Frances Jandrositz, Nancy 
Lazorchak
1984: Pauline Bollman (M)
1985: Lisa Simmons
1988: Kelly Carson Billstone
1994: Jason Eggleston, Matthew 
Patterson, Jamie Shannon
1995: Tedd Pettibon
1996: Joseph Bower, Melissa 
Theiss
1998: Meagan Horne, Janis 
Mumau
1999: Frank Vitali (CA)

2002: Casey Schneider Hill
2006: Rebecca Harrison
2008: Eric Stipcak*
2011: Jamier Benavidez

*current or former faculty member, 
staff member, or administrator

Note: In cases in which more than 
one IUP degree was earned, the year 
of only the first degree is indicated. 
Deaths of faculty members are 
reported in the Mentors section of 
this issue. 

Other deaths
Marlon Abrams, who retired 
as a custodian in 2007 after 26 
years at IUP, died September 
19, 2014.

A few years ago, to acknowledge alumni and 
friends who consistently give to the university, IUP 
established the Loyalty Society—a nod to those 
whose commitment of generosity stretches to five 
consecutive years and beyond.

Kristina Taylor-Porter ’06, M’08 and her husband, Rob 
Porter ’94, are members of the Loyalty Society.

“I invest and will continue to grow my support to IUP 
because of my experience in the Sociology Department 
during my undergraduate and graduate years,” said 
Taylor-Porter, the executive director of Children’s 
Advocacy Center of Centre County, an operation of 
Mount Nittany Health that treats victims and strives 
to prevent child abuse. “The influential relationships 
developed then undoubtedly impacted the course of 
my career.”

While Taylor-Porter was in graduate school, she and 
her husband were expectant parents, and her doctor 
ordered bed rest for her. Her professors, she said, 
were committed to seeing her through her education, 
enabling her to complete the program on time, using 
teleconferencing tools.

“With the department’s flexibility, I was able to 
graduate with my MA on time, allowing me to focus 
my energy on my family and my career,” she said. 
“Of course, lessons learned in class prepared me for 
my career, but the support, loyalty, mentorship, and 
advocacy I received from the faculty is something I 
appreciated then and carry with me today. Thanks to 
some key professors and mentors—now colleagues—I 
am able to have a direct impact on my community.”

Your gift is an investment  
in the future.
We invite you to join the Porters and more than 2,300 
other IUP Loyalty Society members who consistently 
invest in the education of the next generation of 
community leaders.  

Today: www.iup.edu/giveagift

Tomorrow: Discuss options for estate gifts with Evan 
Bohnen, associate vice president for Development, by 
e-mailing ebohnen@iup.edu or by calling 855-477-5266.

Ph
ot

o 
by

 S
ta

cy
 O

le
no

sk
i, 

M
ou

nt
 N

itt
an

y 
H

ea
lth

in geology at the University of 
Connecticut.

The recently married 
Brianne Thomas Major 
’12 and Jonathan Major 
’13 are both employed at 
the Milton Hershey School. 
Brianne is a senior high math 
teacher, and Jonathan is a 
digital media assistant in the 
communications department. 

After receiving a full-tuition 
scholarship, Jennifer Jackson 
’13 graduated in August 
from Vanderbilt University 
in Tennessee with a master 
of deaf education degree. 
She is a teacher of the deaf in 
Pittsburgh.

LoST AND 
FoUND
Susan Mann Hirsch ’70 lives 
in Jerusalem and would love 
to connect with other IUP 
alumni in Israel. Contact her 
at mothernature1948@yahoo.
com.

REUNIoNS
The 50-year reunion for IUP’s 
Class of 1965 will take place 
during commencement 
weekend, May 8 and 9, 2015.

ALUMNI BoARD CHANGES
The IUP Alumni Association Board of Directors named new 
officers and welcomed three new members for the 2014-
15 academic year. The new officers are Phil Carrai ’83, of 
Vienna, Virginia, president; John Ninosky ’93, Harrisburg, 
vice president; Tracy Settle ’80, Bradenton, Florida, and 
Arlington, Virginia, treasurer; and Becky Pounds ’01, a Cook 
Honors College graduate from Bethel Park, secretary. New 
board members are Mike Higgins ’79, Mars; Sean Rollman 
’92, Franklin Park; and Mike Moyer ’04, Clymer. The Alumni 
Association sponsors activities including the Distinguished 
Alumni and Young Alumni Achievement awards, admissions 
recruitment, and reunions and gatherings across the country. 
Alumni automatically become members of the association 
upon graduation.
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Students took advantage of a mild day in November and relaxed in the Oak Grove. From left are Cristina Cimentada, Mallory Garsteck, and 
Stephanie Firestone. The IUP Performing Arts Center can be seen in the background.
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