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In this issue, you’ll read about how a group of students 
took on the herculean task of gathering opinion, gauging 
emotions and logic, and kneading mountains of data into 
what has become IUP’s vision for the future. I’m proud of 
their work, and I’m not aware of any other undergraduate 
students in the country doing what they have done.

By external standards, IUP offers an excellent return on 
investment—for the students it serves and for the alumni 
who generously support the university because they 
believe we change lives and, therefore, make substantive 
contributions to society. Among the obvious factors, data 
confirms our graduation rates are higher than the national 
average, and graduates who report back say they are 
employed in their fields or enrolled in graduate programs.

I had planned to concentrate on more good statistics, but 
I now must address something else. Alumni across the 
country, thanks to the wildfire nature of social media, 
have heard about incidents that occurred near campus last 
month related to an early celebration of St. Patrick’s Day.   

Events like these—that show young people under the 
influence and at their worst—distract from all of the 
wonderful things that occur at IUP every day. While there 
is no denying that some IUP students were involved, I can 
safely say that an overwhelming majority were not. In my 
analysis of an initial sample of reports, well over two-thirds 
of the people arrested or cited by university police were not 
IUP students. In fact, most IUP students are outraged by 
the fact that those actions reflect poorly on them.

I am proud of the planning and the alternative activities 
my staff and our students arranged in anticipation of what 
might occur and of the more than 350 members of the 
Greek community who cleaned up the mess others made.

IUP does and will take responsibility for limiting these 
destructive events, but we can’t take responsibility alone. 
The university—including students—will lead the 
hunt for solutions to a local issue that is symptomatic 
of a nationwide problem of excessive college partying. 
Solutions will be found only with the cooperation of the 
greater Indiana community.

We will do everything we can to curtail such actions and 
preserve our strong reputation.

Michael Driscoll
President

Distractions 
from the Good

MESSAGE FRoM THE

PRESIDENT
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The Space Between
To serve a growing number of visitors, the library in 
2012 acquired new furniture, some of which can be 
seen in the space that connects Stapleton and Stabley 
libraries. The library is also piloting a new schedule, 24 
hours a day, five days a week, through May of next year.
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Mission to Protect

Letters Dash from the Past

Mentors

Namedroppers

All about Alumni

Twice as Nice

They Believe in Science

Living the Vision

Alumnus John Gilly is on a quest 
for vaccines to prevent some of 
the world’s most threatening 
diseases.

Twenty-five years have passed 
since the gymnastics team’s mad 
dash to the podium marking its 
second straight national title.

A $1.25-million gift from an 
alumni couple offers a powerful 
start for a new science building.

In need of a shared vision to 
guide its future, the university 
turned to the Journalism 
Department for help. 
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CoVER: A colorful countertop in the pilot plant of leidos Biomedical Research’s Vaccine Clinical 
Materials Program, which John Gilly ’79 directs. Photograph by Keith Boyer 

ABoVE, lEFT: Students in Journalism chair Michele Papakie’s Presentation Making class started 
the data collection for IUP’s strategic visioning process. Photograph by Keith Boyer

ABoVE: Inside the walkway over West Avenue that connects the first Hadley Union Building, built 
in 1985, and its 2002 expansion
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In 1914, Coraopolis native Raymond Carroll went 
from Indiana Normal School sprinter to world-record 
holder in the 60-yard dash. A story by Bob Fulton that 
appeared in the Indiana Gazette on January 31, 2014, 
the 100th anniversary of the event, is shared with 
permission on the IUP Magazine website.

IUP Magazine

IUP Magazine

IUP Magazine

iup-magazine@iup.edu
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FRONTDooR FACTS, FIGURES, SHoRT SUBJECTS, QUICK TAKES

From the 
Ground Up

Two major construction projects are under way on campus: the 
Crimson Café, a 400-seat dining facility between Stabley Library and 
Cogswell Hall, and a new building for the College of Humanities and 
Social Sciences between Clark and Sutton halls.

A $6.5-million project, the Crimson Café is Phase I of a $37-million 
dining master plan, which will be funded through dining revenues. 
After the Crimson Café opens in fall 2014, the dining plan calls for the 
renovation of Folger Dining Hall in Phase II and construction of a 
North Dining facility in the footprint of Keith Hall in Phase III. Once 
the North Dining hall opens, Foster Dining Hall will be razed.

The new humanities building is a $30-million project funded 
through Pennsylvania’s Department of General Services. It will 
house the English, Journalism, Political Science, History, Philosophy, 
Religious Studies, and Geography and Regional Planning 
departments, as well as the Women’s Studies, Pan-African Studies, 
Latin American Studies, and Asian Studies programs. At more 
than 126,000 square feet, the building will include 31 classrooms, 
120 offices, an auditorium, a great hall, an atrium and coffee shop, 
conference rooms, and a rooftop plaza. It is expected to open in 
spring 2016, after which Keith and Leonard halls will be razed.

In addition, a feasibility study is under way for a new science 
building. As part of that project, Weyandt Hall is expected to be 
renovated, and Walsh Hall, razed. m

The Crimson Café is being erected between Stabley 
Library, in back, on the right, and Cogswell Hall, 
in the foreground, to the left. Fisher Auditorium 
can be seen just north of Stabley. This portion of 
South 11th Street, north of the Clark Hall parking 
lot, has been closed to through traffic for about a 
decade. The model above shows the new building 
from a similar angle.

The new humanities building is under construction in the former green space between Stapleton 
Library, at right; Clark Hall, in the center, to the rear of the construction site; Grant Street, on the left, in 
front of Putt Hall; and Sutton Hall. The photo was taken from the third floor of Sutton; the roof of the 
southwest entrance can be seen at the bottom. The artist’s rendering below shows the new building, with 
Stapleton Library on the right.

Construction 
sequence 
for dining, 
humanities 
projects:
August 2013
IUP breaks ground for 
Phase I of the IUP Dining 
Innovations Plan, the 
Crimson Café.

November 2013
IUP breaks ground for the 
new College of Humanities 
and Social Sciences 
building.

Fall 2014
The Crimson Café opens 
for students. Renovation of 
Folger Dining Hall begins.

Spring 2016
The new humanities 
building is completed; 
Keith and Leonard halls 
are razed. Construction of 
a North Dining facility 
begins soon after in the 
footprint of Keith Hall.
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The real reason for my communication. As 
I was in Miller Stadium, I was reminded 
of an event I witnessed there. I was at IUP 
from ’74 to ’78. The event was the 100th 
year of our school at Indiana in the fall of 
my sophomore year. The ceremony was to 
feature Jimmy Stewart as the guest speaker. 
First, on the Friday before the ceremony, 
I was walking near Sutton Hall and got 
to shake hands with him as he was being 
shown around campus.

So now I was excited to go to the ceremony. 
The Friday weather was good, Saturday’s 
not so good. The dais was under a tent facing 
the stands. It had been cloudy all morning, 
and so, of course, the minute it was Jimmy’s 
turn to speak, the sky opened up.

Jimmy acknowledged the rain and kept 
right on speaking. And you know, not a 
single person I could see moved an inch, 
even though we were all getting soaked. I 
will never forget that weekend, 38 years ago.

Peter L. Dueben ’78
Lexington, KY

The Marching Harps
While checking up on old friends this week, 
I learned of the recent passing of Leonard 
Abrams. Leonard’s contributions of his 
time and talent to IUP and to positive 
relations with Indiana Borough and the 
Indiana community have been many. But 
my eyes immediately turned to the picture 
hanging on my home office wall, a sketch 
by Frank Shaffer [’53] of Leonard and myself 
in angelic garb, marching down the street, 
strumming on our harps, while floating 
over our heads flies the banner, “IUP 
Society of Marching Harps.”

In this inspired drawing, Frank 
memorialized one of the many original 
creations of Leonard’s fertile mind. While 
we were having lunch at the Hadley Union 
Building one day, I was telling Leonard 
about one of the more interesting finds in 
the course of my annual inventory of the 
items owned by the Student Cooperative 
Association. Amid the balls and bats from 
the baseball team, the rakes and shovels for 
the onetime community gardening project 
at the Co-op Park, and the pool sets for the 
Student Union, was a harp. What can we do 
with that? Leonard knew what to do with it, 
as he related to me.

In no time at all, we had a sign-up sheet 
posted on the Student Union bulletin board 

Mascot Missing
I will be honest, when IUP Magazine comes 
in the mail, I cannot wait to flip through 
the pages! However, when I read the article 
“A Symbol in Bronze” from the Fall/Winter 
2013 magazine, I was disappointed to read 
about the mascot issue that has faced IUP 
because there was no mention of the period 
in IUP history with the black bear named 
“Cherokee.” The black bear (even though 
I was not fond of it) and the Spirit of the 
Warrior statue are what I associate with my 
time at IUP.

Leanna Keegan ’02
Ebensburg  

That’s My Uncle!
At my family get-together over the 
weekend, I found out that my uncle’s 
photo was in the most recent edition of IUP 
Magazine [Fall/Winter 2013]. On page 19, 
the archived picture from the Armstrong 
County branch campus is a photo of my 
uncle Larry Leard ’67 and Ed Mazurek, both 
from Ford City. (Larry is standing next to the 
sign; Ed is the one wearing the glasses.)
Larry did an internship with Senator Albert 
Pechan and had a long career with the 
Internal Revenue Service in Washington, 
DC, and Pittsburgh. His most recent visit to 
IUP was for my son Chris’s IUP graduation 
in May 2012, when Chris was the student 
commencement speaker.

Mark Anthony ’82, M’83
Columbia, SC

Keeping Up with Technology
I wanted to respond to the comments 
made in the Fall/Winter issue regarding 
why resources are spent researching and 
partnering with the gas industry. The 
implication by the reader was that by 
doing so it appears to be an “endorsement” 
of the industry. As just one member of the 
Sustainable Energy Team, I would like to 
convince you otherwise.

As I often tell my students, the biggest 
challenge IUP Safety Sciences graduates 
will face is keeping up with the safety and 
health hazards associated with emerging 
technology. New ways of doing business 
happen all the time—some fail and some 
succeed. The safety profession focuses on 
recognition, evaluation, and control of 
hazards. Safety Sciences’ involvement in all 
phases of gas drilling, transportation, and 
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inviting all interested in helping to form a 
Marching Harp Society to sign their names 
and contact numbers below. Several people 
actually did sign up, but sadly, we couldn’t 
come up with enough harps to get the 
program going.

In any case, I wonder if that harp is still 
there, or has it gone above, to help the 
angels welcome Leonard to their midst?

Christopher Knowlton M’69
Williamsburg, VA

Former Executive Director, 
IUP Student Cooperative Association

Memories on File
Since I received such a favorable response 
to my article in the Fall-Winter 2012 issue of 
IUP Magazine, I decided to write one more 
article on life at ISTC between 1949 and 
1953.

Indiana State Teachers College was 
celebrating its Diamond Jubilee in May 
1950. An outstanding yearbook was issued 
with a picture of a girl dressed in vintage 
clothing stepping down from a buggy and 
helped by a boy also dressed in clothes of 
that era. Marilyn Weaver [Haack ’51], of my 
hometown of Oakmont, Pennsylvania, was 
the girl.

That spring the festivities featured a Human 
Maypole Dance. A tall girl was selected to be 
the center, holding multiple wide ribbons 
as the outer circle of girls held the ends of 
the ribbons. They then danced to weave the 
ribbons around the girl in the center.

In our freshman year, we had a geography 
teacher by the name of Dr. Norah Zink. She 
certainly was a teacher who taught with 
a hands-on approach. How many of you 
remember being a smog pot? You stood on 
two feet and raised your arms, flapping 

them up and down to chase the fog away to 
save the crops. Then there was Mr. [Merrill] 
Iams, who taught us how to fix a plug and 
how to identity different trees on campus 
and at White’s Woods. It was at the woods 
that the College Lodge was located. Once, 
the Elementary Club held a spaghetti dinner 
there. Of course as the crowd grew, a little 
more water was added to the sauce to solve 
the problem of the growing crowd.

In February, we had “It’s Laughter We’re 
After.” Fraternity and sorority groups put 
on a skit. Also at Fisher Auditorium, one of 
the cultural events was the appearance of 
Charles Laughton.

We bought art supplies at Jimmy Stewart’s 
father’s hardware store on Philadelphia 
Street. The front window of the store was 
filled with mementos of Jimmy. The Stewart 
family home was up the street from Brody’s 
Department Store on Philadelphia Street. At 
the end of the street was a steep set of steps. 
At the top of the steps, the first house on the 
left was the Stewart residence.

Other teachers were Miss Malinda Hamblen 
and Miss [Lena] Ellenberger, who taught 
us CPR, first aid, and physical education. It 
was a real fiasco when you got tangled in 
bandages and splints. I’ll never forget Dr. 
Ralph Cordier and his constant reminder 
of Christopher Gist, an early American 
hero. Miss Rachel Moss blushed in class 
when returning veterans would ask her 
embarrassing questions in the Family 
Living class. Surely you guys remember Mr. 
[Wilber] Emmert. He taught Visual Aids. 
When he had the dark green blinds lowered, 
lights switched off, and got ready to show 
a movie, some guys would step behind 
one of the blinds and then step out of the 
window onto the ground level to smoke a 
cigarette. Near the end of the film, someone 
would rattle the blind to signal them to 
come into the room. Leonard Hall burned 
down during Easter vacation in 1953, and 
Mr. Emmert must have lost a portion of his 
clothing that he kept in his room. Teaching 
your classmates a song in Mr. Robert 
Burggraf’s class wasn’t the easiest thing to 
do.

We quickly learned the places to eat 
off campus. We frequented the Capitol 
Restaurant on Sunday evenings to get a 
freshly baked, large cinnamon roll for one 
dollar. There was an older gentleman there 
named Jimmy, who was blind and took 
care of the cash register. Across the street 
from Wilson Library was the local campus 
hangout, the Dairy Dell. There were other 
places, like Dean’s Diner for delicious pie, 
Ricupero’s for spaghetti. It was on a side 
street by the old courthouse. You had to 
climb the stairs to the second floor to be 
served. Stapleton’s served food and was a 
bus station. Across the street was a good 
bakery. Beyond the Indiana cemetery was 
the Rustic Lodge. We walked to the lodge 
and called a cab to go back to the dorm. We 
were tired from the long walk and all the 
food we consumed.

There were evenings when the Elementary 
Club sold ham salad sandwiches in the John 
Sutton dorm for 10 cents. The workers filled 
up with the heels of the bread spread with 
ham salad.

Christmas dinner was a special event. The 
girls wore gowns. After the turkey dinner 
in the dining room, a dance was held in 
the Blue Room. When I attended my 60th 
class reunion in May 2013, I found only 
the ceiling is blue now. How fortunate 
we are to still have the Oak Grove. We 
are slowly losing all the grassy areas on 
campus. Leonard Hall and Keith School are 
on the way out, to be replaced with a new 
building.

We were not able to have electrical 
appliances in our dorm. We used to mix 
Jell-O with hot tap water in the winter and 
set the bowl on the fire escape to harden the 
Jell-O. If someone did sneak in a hot plate, 
we made Lipton noodle soup or pudding.

So many years have gone by, but those 
years have left us with a multitude of 
memories on file to revisit whenever we 
want to think of those years at ISTC. They 
bind us together on our path of life.

Dorothy Jakovac Wratcher ’53
Monroeville

Editor’s Note: Any further 
correspondence regarding “On Top of 
Marcellus,” from the Spring 2013 issue 
of IUP Magazine, will appear on the 
magazine website.

lETTERS
petroleum processing, for our students, is 
simply a characteristic of good education. 

An excellent example is the current 
industry emphasis on eliminating silica 
exposures to workers during hydraulic 
fracturing. As a direct result of a lecture 
presented at an industry conference 
in Philadelphia, I was able to invite 
HalenHardy to visit campus, free of charge, 
to demonstrate its cutting-edge air shower. 
(This truck-mounted chamber is used 
to remove silica from workers’ clothing, 
post-exposure, to reduce the likelihood of 
it entering the lungs.) It is not a long-term 
solution, but the engineering controls are 
evolving. In November, approximately 250 
students participated in the National OSHA 
Stand Down Day on campus. Students had 
the chance to hear how OSHA is addressing 
hazards in the gas industry and to see real 
hazards in different phases of operation. 
It was nothing that could have been 
accomplished in the classroom. 

Teaching students to keep up with 
technology begins with engaged faculty. 
We are not issuing a good or bad label on 
the industry but rather creating top-notch 
education for our students for what is now 
one of the largest segments of employment. 
Collaboration with other faculty to apply for 
grants focused on such things as monitoring 
silica control effectiveness contributes to 
that evolution. It also provides greater 
depth of study for the students at both the 
graduate and undergraduate levels. I assure 
you, your dollars are well spent, and our 
alma mater is being true to its mission.

Laura Helmrich-Rhodes ’88, M’93
Associate Professor

IUP Safety Sciences Department

Jimmy at the 100th
Recently I was able to stop in Indiana on 
a trip. I was amazed at the changes that 
I saw. As a freshman, I lived in Turnbull 
Hall, which has been replaced by a modern 
new dorm building. All of the new housing 
is very impressive. I also got to watch the 
football game, the Coal Bowl actually, 
which was a great victory. Yay!
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“It’s Laughter We’re After”



By Randy Wells

novel vaccine products. Its initial focus, post-9/11, Gilly said, 
was to develop a biodefense vaccine, a new and safer vaccine for 
smallpox.

He was next offered the chance to head up Premier Research 
Group, an international clinical research company. While there as 
chief operations officer, he was responsible for managing clinical 
trials for the National Institutes of Health and commercial biotech 
and pharmaceutical companies.

“We had operations in 13 countries,” Gilly said. “After that position, 
I became interested in not doing so much travel.”

He then went to the Frederick National Laboratory for Cancer 
Research in Frederick, Maryland, to work for his current employer, 
Leidos Biomedical Research, which manages that national lab. 
Gilly is director of the Vaccine Clinical Materials Program.

“Leidos Biomedical is the operations contractor, which means we 
supply all the researchers and support staff to support the NIH 
mission objectives for that national lab,” he said.

According to Gilly, creating new vaccines takes time, talent, and 
money.

“One of the key aspects of developing a new vaccine is to identify 
a structure or protein called an antigen that when administered 
to an individual would allow them to independently build a 
protective immune response to that infection,” Gilly explained. 
That immune response can come in different forms.

“We all think of making antibodies that would battle the infection, 
but it’s not always that simple. So part of the research is to 
understand how the infectious agents work themselves, how 
they generate an infection, how people can be receptive to being 
infected, and what mechanisms can be used to prevent  that 
infection.”

That process, Gilly said, requires many researchers, either at the 
NIH or an NIH-funded research institute in the US or abroad.

Once a potential candidate therapeutic has been identified, 
researchers need to develop systems—usually living production 
systems, like cells—to generate the antigens in a way that 
maintains their integrity and is sufficiently safe to test in animals, 
even human beings.

As director of the Vaccine 
Clinical Materials Program of 
Leidos Biomedical Research, 
John Gilly is responsible for all 
of the work of the vaccine pilot 
plant in Frederick, Maryland. 
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Mission 
to Protect

For John Gilly, the path from IUP led to a successful 
career in biotechnology, evidenced by the honors he has 
earned in his field and his receipt last year of the IUP 
Distinguished Alumni Award.

Ultimately, however, Gilly’s endeavors may win him a loftier, 
more satisfying achievement: He may eventually improve 
the health of every person on the planet, now living and for 
generations to come.

Gilly is a scientist on a quest to find vaccines to prevent cancer, 
HIV, influenza, and other diseases.

“My interest in biology started in my early years in high school,” 
in Stroudsburg, eastern Pennsylvania, Gilly said. “I had an interest 
in living systems and how living systems work. I was definitely 
more interested in the micro side of biology than field biology or 
the study of ecology or large animal systems. I was always trying 
to understand what drove systems to function the way they did.”

That fascination pulled him to the western side of the state, and 
IUP.

“Part of it was that I was very much ready at that age to get as 
far from home as I could,” Gilly said. “Indiana was attractive to 
me not only because it was a very different place from where I 
lived and grew up, but also that it had a really good reputation for 
having solid science programs.”

He graduated from IUP in 1979 with a major in biology and a 
minor in chemistry. The timing put him on the ground floor of the 
emerging career track of biotechnology.

“It was very much a new field,” Gilly said. “Some of the early 
[biotech] companies didn’t form until the early 1980s. And they 
didn’t really develop the first potential therapeutic products 
or proteins until the very late ’70s and early ’80s. … I had the 
opportunity to transition from what was a traditional approach 
to making biologics and vaccines, into the early applications of 
biotechnology.”

A glance through the 34-year employment history on Gilly’s 
résumé is a little overwhelming to someone not in the 
biotechnology field. But Gilly has a layman’s explanation of 
what keeps him busy: “In simple terms, what we do is try to help 
researchers take the science they generated in the laboratory and 
translate that into potential candidate therapeutics that can be 
tested safely in human beings,” he said.

After graduating from IUP, Gilly first worked for Connaught 
Laboratories, now Sanofi Pasteur, a major vaccine developer and 
producer. During his 12 years there, he did analytical testing and 
assisted in managing the development of new adult and pediatric 
vaccines.

He next took a position with a start-up biotech company, ImClone 
Systems, now part of Eli Lilly and Company. His responsibility 
there was to advance candidate development products that 
attempted to treat cancer. A main product he worked on while a 
member of the company’s senior management team is now the 
marketed drug Erbitux, used to treat colon cancer and head and 
neck cancer.

He then worked for BioReliance Corporation, which provided 
services to the government and companies trying to develop K
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Alumnus Leads Way in HIV, 
Cancer Vaccine Development 

“What we do is try to help 
researchers take the science 
they generated in the 
laboratory and translate that 
into potential candidate 
therapeutics. ...”
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“That could be a process of development 
that takes three to six years and hundreds 
of individuals with specialized expertise to 
engineer production systems,” Gilly said.

The researchers must also know how to test 
the production systems and how to review 
the results of the tests with the US Food and 
Drug Administration so that they can be 
approved for clinical trials in humans.

The process typically takes millions 
of dollars. And when the candidate 
therapeutic is determined safe for testing in 
humans, more years may be needed to show 
that the immune system is being turned on 
as desired and that it’s sufficiently effective 
in the risk population, Gilly said.

He added that research is under way to 
develop a universal influenza vaccine, one 
that would generate an immune response 
and allow for cross-protection between 
mutations that occur with the influenza 
virus each year.

For years, research has also been looking at 
different components of the HIV virus to 
see if those components, when presented 
in the right way, can promote an immune 
response. Researchers at NIH are looking 
closely at an antibody, a therapeutic 
compound, that has been shown to prevent 
HIV infection.

“So they are studying this compound in 
both uninfected as well as HIV-infected 
individuals to see if they can learn more 
about how HIV infection can be prevented,” 
Gilly said. “And that research would then 
form, potentially, the next generation of 
design for a vaccine.”

Gilly also teaches at Drexel University 
and the University of the Sciences in 

Philadelphia, an out-of-the-office activity he 
finds professionally rewarding.

“Because I teach at the graduate level, these 
[students] are often individuals who have 
been in industry or in research 10 to 15 years 
before they walk in my classroom,” he said. 
“So it allows me to share with them some of 
the aspects of novel drug development, how 
businesses are generating new candidate 
biotherapeutic products, and how they’re 
being regulated. It also allows for a very 
stimulating exchange with these students, 
who are extremely motivated and highly 
engaged in advancing their knowledge in 
the area.”

Gilly has observed that more scientific 
research is being done by students working 
directly with faculty mentors, even outside 
large teaching research institutions. For 
students, presenting that research should 
also be part of the equation, he said.

“It’s critical for young scientists to have 
the opportunity to travel to meetings, to 
be able to present their work within a 
forum, not only of other students, but other 
researchers,” who ask the students questions 
about their research and provide feedback 
on questions the students may have.

“To me, that personally has been some of 
the most stimulating interaction to keep 
me wanting to do more science,” Gilly said. 
“With the tightening of grant budgets, it’s 
more difficult for students to get travel 
resources to go to conferences and pay 
registration fees and pay for hotels and 
transportation.”

So Gilly and his wife, Jane McMahon-
Gilly, established the Young Life Scientist 
Opportunity Fund to enable IUP students 
who generate independent work with a 

Catie Krygeris, a 22-year-old 
biology education major 
from Downers Grove, 
Illinois, will be the first IUP 

student to benefit from the Young 
Life Scientist Opportunity Fund, 
established by alumnus John Gilly.

Krygeris, who is student teaching 
this spring at West Shamokin Junior 
High School in the Armstrong School 
District, is studying a new species of 
tree frog found in Honduras. She had 
planned to use the grant to do research 
last fall in Cuba, but she was unable 
to get a visa for her travels. Plan B, 
she said, may be to use the funding to 
attend the Evolution 2014 conference 
in Raleigh, North Carolina, or the 
conference for the American Society 
for Ichthyologists and Herpetologists 
in Chattanooga, Tennessee, both this 
summer. Or, she may use the money 
to pay her expenses to travel to Central 
America to collect more data and 
present her research, she said.

Krygeris, who will graduate in May, 
is applying to graduate schools and 
would like to do research on turtles.

faculty mentor to attend conferences and 
have travel expenses taken care of.

Attending such conferences, Gilly said, was 
something he was able to do only after he 
started working in private industry.

Gilly is also a member of IUP’s Natural 
Sciences and Mathematics Advisory Board, 
made up of nine alumni who are leaders in 
the science field (see story on page 12). 

While the group may be associated with 
helping the university to plan a future 
science and math facility, its true focus is 
the future of sciences at IUP, Gilly said.

“The committee really is focusing on how to 
build and attract and retain the best faculty 
within the sciences and how to identify and 
create new programs within the school that 
would continue to attract the best students 
and be able to grow on core competencies 
already in existence there.

“From my perspective, the facility would 
just be a fulfillment of the vision, the next 
generation vision, for the school.”

Gilly lives in Littlestown, Adams County, 
and in his free time enjoys traveling with 
his wife and two adult sons, Ian and Quinn, 
especially to Washington, DC, Philadelphia, 
the Finger Lakes, and Savannah, Georgia. 
m

Gilly talked with Valentina 
Perepnikhatka, a development 
associate who studies vaccine 
processing.

Tim and 
Deb Cejka 
referred to it 
as the “perfect 
storm,” but 
they meant 
it in a most 
positive way.

The Cejkas have 
provided a powerful 
start for a new science 
building at IUP by 

making a $1.25-million gift 
from their foundation.  

“We’re both believers in the 
power of education,” said 
Tim Cejka, retired president 
of ExxonMobil Exploration 
Company. 

Members of the Class of 1973 
who split their time between 
Houston, Texas, and Latrobe, 
Westmoreland County, the 
Cejkas also share a firm respect 
for the power of science. 

“Science is what funded my 
ability to go through the ranks 
and ultimately give this gift,” 
he said.

“One of our daughters is an 
engineer. The other is an 
elementary teacher who 
concentrates in science. You 
can say it runs in the family,” 
said Deb Cejka, who was known 
as Deb Phillips during her years 
as an English education major 
at IUP.

While the Cejkas have 
philanthropically supported 
IUP through the years, they 
said conditions seemed right 
to support the new building 
and to be the first ones in on 
a worthy project. Tim Cejka 
serves as a member of the 
university’s Natural Sciences 

They Believe in 
Science

Tim Cejka, with his wife, 
Deb Phillips Cejka, at a party 
celebrating his retirement 
from ExxonMobil 
Exploration Company

By Regan Houser
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New Director
Caleb Finegan, a member of 
the History Department faculty 
since 2000, became director 
of the Robert E. Cook Honors 
College in January. He succeeds 
Janet Goebel, who had served 
as director since the Cook 
Honors College admitted its 
first class in 1996. Finegan said 
he hopes to continue to help 
students become passionate 
about their potential to create 
positive change in the world. 
He started and directed the 
university’s Alternative Spring 
Break program, which matches 
students with service projects, 
and in 2011 he led a special 
study abroad program for 
students along El Camino de 
Santiago, a 500-mile pilgrimage 
route in Spain. He also directed 
the university’s Citizenship 

and Civic Engagement 
Initiative and the Center for 
Civic Engagement and Student 
Leadership.

Talking Technology
Luis Almeida, of the 
Communications Media 
Department, presented a 
TEDx talk in the fall. The TEDx 
series is affiliated with TED, 
which stands for Technology, 
Entertainment, and Design, 
a forum of conferences run 
by the nonprofit Sapling 
Foundation. Almeida’s talk was 
titled—ironically, given the 
platform—“Breaking Free of 
Technology.” It was about his 
research on the side effects of 
using computers, particularly 
technology numbness and 
mental exhaustion.

Faculty Deaths

Thomas Andersen, a 
faculty member in the 
Sociology Department 
in 2007 and 2008, died 
December 29, 2013.

Ruth Anderson ’51, a 
faculty member in the 
Home Economics Education 
Department from 1969 until 
her retirement in 1985, died 
October 23, 2013.

David DeCoster, who 
retired in 1999 as a faculty 
member in the Student 
Affairs in Higher Education 
Department, died October 29, 
2013. He joined the faculty 
in 1994, after serving as vice 
president for Student Affairs 
for nine years.

Lynda Federoff, a faculty 
member in the Psychology 
Department since 1999, died 
November 17, 2013.

Herbert Isar, who retired 
as a faculty member in 
the Foreign Languages 

MENToRS

Women in Psychology
In January, psychology 
professor Maureen McHugh 
became chair of the American 
Psychological Association’s 
Committee on Women in 
Psychology, which focuses 
on the mental health of 
women and girls and works to 
strengthen the status of women 
within the APA. In recognition 
of the committee’s 40th 
anniversary, McHugh received 
a presidential citation from the 
APA and co-wrote an article 
on the history and purpose 
of the committee published 
in the Psychology of Women 
Quarterly.

Thinking Globally
The assistant vice president 
for International Education 

Department in 1981 after 22 
years of service, including 
time as department chair, 
died February 8, 2013. 

Marian Murray, the first 
member of the nursing 
faculty, who served from 
1968 until 1988, after which 
she was awarded emerita 
status, died January 14, 
2014.

John Quirk, a professor 
emeritus who retired 
from the Department of 
Educational and School 
Psychology in 2003 after 
31 years of service, died 
January 1, 2014.

Richard Strawcutter 
’50, who retired from the 
College of Natural Sciences 
and Mathematics in 1987 
after 30 years on the faculty, 
died October 11, 2013.

Celebrating Women Composers
Pianist and recording artist Donna Coleman, a 1974 IUP 
graduate, was guest artist for the 10th Festival of Women 
Composers, held at IUP in February. Coleman is a senior 
lecturer and coordinator of the Postgraduate Studies program 
at the Melbourne Conservatorium of Music at the University 
of Melbourne, Australia. Susan Wheatley, professor of music, 
has directed the festival since 1990 and had assistance this year 
from professor emerita Sarah Mantel.

Cejka discussed US energy policy in a Weyandt Hall classroom in 
2012.

and Global Engagement, 
Michele Petrucci D’05 was 
recently reappointed for a 
third year to the Fulbright 
National Screening Committee. 
In addition, she is part of an 
Institute for International 
Education initiative in 
Myanmar, Connecting with 
the World: International 
Relations at Higher Education 
Institutions, through which 
she has been providing virtual 
mentorship on the workings 
of an international office. She 
also was selected as a reader for 
the Thomas Jefferson Tunisia 
Undergraduate Scholarship 
Program. m
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and Mathematics Advisory Board, a group of some of the nation’s 
best science minds—who also just happen to be IUP alumni. Among 
the board’s tasks is providing guidance on what a modern science 
program needs to produce eventual leaders in the field.  

The couple started out making a commitment of $250,000 to 
the new facility, but after Cejka’s initial meeting with the board 
and representatives from the College of Natural Sciences and 
Mathematics, he and his wife chose to commit a million more.

“The dean [Deanne Snavely] has an excellent vision. I agree with her 
when she says the future is about melding together interdisciplinary 
work to find solutions. Industry and the working world require it, 
and the new building will support that kind of learning,” he said. 

“Look at coal mining, for example. Originally, geology and 
engineering were the science behind coal mining, but that’s not the 
case now—or hasn’t been for a while. Biology, chemistry, and safety 
all play a part in the industry. This is a complex world. You need to 
bring disciplines together to solve problems.”

He cited other reasons behind their inspiration, such as the fact that 
the United States has fallen behind other countries in science and 
math aptitude. And, he learned from previous experience with other 
charities, “you have to have gifts in hand before asking others for 
support.”

IUP is in the planning stages of a comprehensive campaign that will 
include seeking funds for, among other initiatives, the new science 

Tim Cejka ’73 serves on a recently formed alumni advisory 
board for the College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics. 

“This is an exciting time for natural sciences and mathematics 
at IUP. The board members have invigorated our planning 
process, and, with their counsel, we are expanding our 
programs and student opportunities—and planning our new 
building,” said Deanne Snavely, dean of the College of Natural 
Sciences and Mathematics.

Snavely said the college is grateful for the support of the Cejkas 
and all of the alumni providing their expertise on the advisory 
board. 

“We are creating an educational environment for students to 
explore, create, and innovate through team-based learning, 
interdisciplinary scientific research, and opportunities for 
students to interact with scientists around the nation and 
the world. With the board’s help, we’ll continue to change 
students’ lives through science and math, and our graduates 
will change the world as educators, scientists, and leaders.”

Other members of the science community who are advising 
IUP on the future of science are as follows:

 • Bonnie Harbison Anderson ’80, cofounder and CEO of 
  Veracyte, a molecular diagnostics company that targets 
  early cancer diagnosis

 • John Gilly ’79, director of the Vaccine Clinical Materials 
  Program, SAIC-Frederick, Inc. (see story on page 8)

and math complex to replace some or all of Weyandt Hall—which 
Cejka noted looks much as it did when he graduated 41 years ago. 

“During my meeting with the advisory board, I met with faculty 
members and the dean and some students,” he said. “I had dinner 
with a student named Dan [O’Hara]. He told me about all that he’d 
done so far, and it turns out to be more in one year than I did in four 
years. With a better facility, we’ll get more Dans to sign up.” m

 • Esther Massung Kepplinger ’71, a biochemist who is a 
  patent expert, currently serving as chief patent counselor 
  for a Washington, DC, law firm

 • John Kopchick ’72, M’75, Goll-Ohio Eminent Scholar 
  and professor of molecular and cellular biology at Ohio 
  University. He is the inventor of and holds the patent to 
  Somavert, a drug that treats acromegaly.

 • William Madia ’69, M’71, vice president for the SLAC 
  National Accelerator Laboratory at Stanford University 
  and president of Madia & Associates, an energy consulting  
  firm

 • Sue McMurdy ’78, former executive vice president and 
  chief information officer of First Commonwealth Financial 
  Corporation and the Pittsburgh Technology Council’s 2011 
  CIO of the Year

 • William Rusnack ’66, former president and chief 
  executive officer of Premcor, Inc., one of the largest 
  independent oil refiners in the US before its acquisition by 
  Valero Energy Corporation in 2005
 
 • Elizabeth Latorre Travis ’65, Mattie Allen Fair Professor 
  in Cancer Research and associate vice president for 
  Women Faculty Programs at the University of Texas MD 
  Anderson Cancer Center

Alumni Advisors Formulate Brighter Future
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 E
ven as he interviewed for the 
presidency of IUP in November 
2011, Michael Driscoll had 
an idea what his first major 
task would be. The university 

needed a vision: in his words, “a general 
representation of where we wish to go.”

Driscoll also knew in the interview that 
pinpointing that destination would be more 
than a one-man job.

“As I learned about the institution, it was 
clear to me that we needed more voices in 
the discussion and in the determination of 
who we wanted to become,” he said. “There 
were many things to work on, but above all, 

it’s building that shared understanding of 
who we are and where we want to go.”

While it sounded simple, finding that shared 
understanding would require talking to a 
number of people: alumni, students, faculty 
and staff members, and the greater Indiana 
community. And Driscoll is, after all, one 
man—and one busy man.

He could have described the challenge 
using the basics of news reporting. He knew 
the what and the why: IUP needed a vision 
to guide its future. He knew the when (right 
away) and knew he could figure out the 
where. What he really needed were the 
who and the how.

Funny he should find his solution in the 
IUP Journalism Department.

During his first semester as president, 
Driscoll accepted an invitation to talk to 
a public relations class taught by Michele 
Papakie. While telling the students what he 
was going to do on the job, he mentioned 
strategic visioning and planning, among 
other topics, and Papakie quickly offered to 
help. 

It was no blind offer. Long before joining the 
journalism faculty, Papakie had worked at 
a strategic planning company, and she had 
since contributed to similar plans for her 
military unit, the 171st Air Refueling Wing 
of the Pennsylvania Air National Guard, 
and past employers including the Chartiers 
Valley School District, California University 
of Pennsylvania, and the Pittsburgh Police.

But Papakie wasn’t volunteering her 
services alone; she proposed that her 
students be the work force to drive the 
process.

“I thought, ‘How valuable would it be for an 
undergraduate to go into a public relations 
position understanding strategic planning?’” 
she said. “It took me years throughout my 
career to get that experience, so I thought it 
would really make them marketable to be 
able to leave here and say they’ve done it 
already.”

Having gone through strategic visioning 
and planning as provost of the University 
of Alaska Anchorage, Driscoll knew 
the amount of work it would take and 
was concerned about Papakie’s other 
commitments (by summer, she would chair 
her department, in addition to serving as 
a lieutenant colonel in the Air Force and a 
Brush Valley Township supervisor). At the 
same time, he was confident in her ability 

to manage the task and excited about the 
opportunity it would give her students.

“This is the difference between, let’s have 
a lecture class and talk about the theory of 
doing some of these things, and, let’s get 
our hands dirty while we’re learning the 
theory,” Driscoll said. “That’s active learning 
at its best.”

After they sketched out the logistics, Driscoll 
went public with the plan in February 
2013. To their knowledge, it would be the 
first time undergraduate students at any 
university have had a key role in a task 
as pivotal as coming up with a university 
vision statement.

One of the students, English and journalism 
major Emily Weber, laughed as she recalled 
Papakie running into her Presentation 
Making class, then holding the class 
syllabus above her head and ripping it 
in half. “She was talking a mile a minute 
about how excited she was,” said Weber, 
of Perkasie, a senior in the Robert E. Cook 
Honors College.

Papakie had decided to, as she put it, 
“hijack” the class to take on the strategic 

Living the 

Vision Students Help 
Pinpoint a 
Destination We 
Can Agree On

By Elaine Jacobs Smith

At the October summit, Michael Driscoll, 
IUP president, introduced a draft of 
the vision statement in the Kovalchick 
Complex’s Toretti Auditorium.

visioning project. “We could still accomplish 
the objectives of the course, but instead of 
standing up and giving speeches to their 
own peers every day, I would teach them 
how to conduct focus groups and interview 
and present themselves professionally,” 
she said. “It accomplished all of the same 
objectives; we just did it for real.”

The students were tasked with interviewing 
as many IUP stakeholders as possible to 
gather feedback on two points: what makes 
IUP distinctive and what they would like 
to see IUP celebrate in 2025, its 150th year. 
While they had an audience, Papakie 
and her team also decided to do a SWOT 
analysis, asking how IUP can capitalize 
on its strengths, diminish its weaknesses, 
maximize opportunities, and limit 
consequences of external threats.

The students started out a bit foggy on their 
mission, but researching other schools’ 
vision statements helped, said Katie 
Trenney, a senior from Indiana. “It gave 
me a better idea of what we were working 
toward,” she said. “When we were having 
these discussions with people, it helped me 
to mold the conversation.”
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Journalism chair Michele 
Papakie, right, with 
Emily Weber. Junene 
Taylor ’13 is in back. 
Below: Graduate student 
Britany Gallagher, right, 
worked with her breakout 
group during the Strategic 
Visioning Summit.



Eleven students 
were part of the 
strategic visioning 
process through 
summer 2013:

Hailey Crowley

Kelly Dumrauf ’13

Melissa Esing

Brittany Madera ’13

Shawna McCutcheon ’13

Caleb Murphy ’13

Colleen O’Laughlin ’13

Rachael Poplaski

Juliette Rapp

Katie Trenney

Emily Weber
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They also benefited from having a few group 
interviews under their belts. “It wasn’t 
until I heard what people were saying in 
response to the questions that it clicked—
that what they say directly relates to what 
our [vision] should be,” Weber said.

The project was just taking off as the spring 
semester waned, and Papakie hired 11 
students to continue on for the summer, 
many of them working five- to eight-hour 
days, five days a week. “It became more like 
a full-time job,” Weber said.

The team took over Davis Hall’s room 409 
as its command center and began an all-
out effort to interview more constituents. 
That meant getting the word out through 
Facebook, Twitter, and the team’s blog, as 
well as traditional media outlets, such as 
radio.

Brittany Madera, a May graduate from 
Grampian, Clearfield County, said that she 
volunteered, with some reservations, to do a 
weekly show about the project on WIUP-
FM.

“The first time, it was terrible,” she said. “I 
had this stack of papers—all of these notes 
of what I wanted to say. At that point, I 
didn’t know how to put in music, I didn’t 
have any guests, so it was just me, alone 
with a microphone—for an hour.”

But Madera’s show got better, and she 
was later hired as a reporter by Renda 
Broadcasting.

Other team members spoke of leaving their 
comfort zones as well.

Caleb Murphy, a May graduate from 
Indiana, said he overcame extreme shyness 
and self-consciousness as a teenager, but 
even throughout college, he was nervous as 
a public speaker. “I think you just get out of 
that by practice, and the strategic visioning 
project was good practice for me.”

Now working in customer service at First 
Commonwealth Bank, he’s putting the 
listening skills he developed during the 
group interviews to use. “I don’t know if 
I would have gotten this job if I hadn’t 
worked on this project,” he said.

Witnessing that kind of growth, both in 
skills and self-discovery, is one of the most 
rewarding parts of teaching, Papakie said. “I 
like the idea of throwing them in and then 
helping them to swim. When you come out 
the other end, you can reflect on how you 
didn’t believe you could do that. So I think 
that they grow more that way.”

Madera and Juliette Rapp, a junior from 
Butler, both remembered how intimidated 
they were last spring giving a presentation 
to IUP Alumni Association board members 
at the Rivers Club in Pittsburgh.

“It was exhilarating and intimidating at 
the same time,” Rapp said. “Michele always 
says, ‘Fake it till you make it,’ and that’s 
what I did. I just remember how I felt 
leaving that day—I felt great.”

The students latched onto a number of 
sayings Papakie used to motivate them. 
Banners reading “Can’t died in a cornfield” 
and “Go big or go home” decorated the walls 
of their command center.

The information the students gathered also 
showed that their subjects were remarkably 
open with them. “People talked to the 
students in a different way than they would 
have talked to me or a vice president or a 
consultant,” Driscoll said. “There was some 
shared experience, and because of that, 
people were able to bond with the students, 
and we got information that I don’t think 
we would have heard through other ways.” 

As they wrapped up interviews in August, 
the students had talked to more than 400 
people and collected some 3,300 responses. 
Two team members, Weber and May 
graduate Shawna McCutcheon, now a 
graduate student in geography, categorized 
all of those responses and entered the data 
into NVivo research software to help them 
determine common themes in what people 
said.

Weber took the lead in detailing those 
themes in a 10-page executive summary 
for the president. On her last day of work 
that summer, she left the summary on top 
of a stack of data three to four inches tall on 
Papakie’s desk.

To Driscoll, it was mission accomplished. 
“I expected that I’d be reading hundreds of 
pages of individual comments, and I never 
had to do that,” he said.

Using the themes the students identified, 
Driscoll drafted a vision statement that 
he shared in October during a daylong, 
university-wide summit devoted to 
gathering feedback on the vision. Among 
the more than 400 people in attendance 
were several of Papakie’s students, who saw 
months of their work distilled into a near-
final product.

“Having all of that information presented 
back to me by other people—it was crazy 
to see all the things that we’d been hearing 

IUP Values

• Demonstrating an excellent 
 return on educational 
 investment

• Knowing students as 
 individuals who work closely 
 with faculty and staff members

• Responding to the needs of 
 students and society with a   
 range of innovative programs  
 and scholarship

• Employing evidence in 
 decision making and in 
 demonstrating results

• Drawing on IUP’s tradition 
 in Indiana and western 
 Pennsylvania to serve students 
 worldwide

• Enjoying historic, 
 inspirational, and functional 
 campuses and facilities

• Using technology to reach 
 place-committed students and 
 enhance learning for all

• Celebrating engaged, 
 successful alumni

Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania is a community 
where teaching, research, and 

service empower students to become 
innovative leaders while enhancing 
communities throughout the world. 
Remaining true to its traditions, 
IUP assesses society’s needs and 
opportunities and meets them.

Students are hardworking, ready to 
learn, and come from diverse cultures, 
places, and backgrounds. Energetic, 
dedicated, and diverse staff and faculty 
members welcome them to a personal, 
vibrant college home. Students 
participate in many intentional and 
interconnected learning experiences in 
their studies, in their lives, and in the 
world.

Professors are active scholars and 
teachers in their disciplines who work 
together to expand their impact. They 
engage students in carefully designed 
open-ended, hands-on experiences to 
reinforce and enrich what students 
learn in the classroom. Professors 
use technology to enhance student 
learning and augment the face-to-face 
and peer-learning experiences that are 
the foundation of excellent education.

Alumni say their student experience 
was the best preparation for work 
and life. They continue to find joy in 
the bonds they built as students and 
the new connections they make with 
faculty and staff members, students, 
and other alumni. They are proud and 
they choose to invest in IUP’s future.

IUP and the communities it serves 
work together to build a strong 
society and robust economy. IUP uses 
partnerships and activities to connect 
community members, students, 
faculty and staff members, and alumni, 
building a commitment to their shared 
future.

The Vision for IUP’s Future

and say, ‘I logged that information. I was a 
part of that,’” Rapp said.

Others were impressed with the students’ 
role as well. When Papakie presented 
the project at professional conferences 
in the fall—including one presentation 
with Weber—some people said they had 
involved students in the visioning process, 
but only for crunching numbers and other 
smaller tasks. “I said, ‘Well, we put our 
students right out front—undergraduates,’ 
and they were blown away by that.”

During the October summit, Driscoll 
received 40 pages of feedback on the 
vision statement and incorporated many 
of those suggestions into the final version, 
The Vision for IUP’s Future, endorsed by 
the University Senate and the Council of 
Trustees in December.

That endorsement marked what Provost 
Timothy Moerland described as a handoff, 
much like a relay race, from strategic 
visioning to strategic planning. Moerland, 
who is leading strategic planning efforts 
in concert with the University Planning 
Council, likened it to a building, with the 
vision being the foundation and the plan, 
the structure.

Yet another component in the works is 
the self-study IUP must complete for its 
2016 reaccreditation by the Middle States 
Commission on Higher Education.

“Everything drops together in a very tidy 
package,” Moerland said. “The strategic plan 
weaves into the Middle States self-study, 
and the self-study is the backbone of our 
reaccreditation process.”

That synergy and the close timing of the 
processes also appear to be driving up the 
interest in each. When the accreditation 
steering committee’s cochairs, Laura 
Delbrugge and Hilliary Creely, put out a call 
in September for volunteers to assist with 
the self-study, more than 300 students and 
employees responded—far more than the 
project could support.

“People want to be involved; they feel that 
they can be heard,” Delbrugge said. “It’s 
not just a self-study, it’s not just a vision 
or a strategic plan. People are engaged in 
moving this institution forward.”

It’s a theme prominent in the university’s 
new vision. m



According to yearbooks, the 
track program experienced 
success and renewed 
interest in the early 1960s. 
If you know the identity 
of any of the “thinclads” in 
this undated photograph, 
Harrison Wick, IUP Special 
Collections librarian and 
university archivist, would 
love to hear from you. Contact 
him by e-mail at hwick@iup.
edu. He’s also interested in 
acquiring IUP memorabilia, 
photographs, scrapbooks, and 
more. Find more information 
at www.iup.edu/archives.
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ACHIEVEMENTS

Young Alumni Achievement

IUP’s six academic colleges each honored an accomplished graduate of the last 15 years during 
the Young Alumni Achievement Awards, organized each fall by the IUP Ambassadors and the 
IUP Alumni Association. The 2013 award recipients are as follows:
 
 • Eberly College of Business and Information Technology: Brian Urban ’09,    
  health educator and case manager specialist, Cigna Behavioral Health, Inc.
 • College of Education and Educational Technology: Heidi Hezlep Higbee ’05,   
  author and third-grade teacher, East Pike Elementary School
 • College of Fine Arts: Trisha Rae Stahl ’98, actress on the cast of Glee; program   
  coordinator, Vista Del Mar Child and Family Services
 • College of Health and Human Services: Melissa Leiden Welsh ’99, secretary   
  and tri-owner, Leiden Land and Cattle Company, Inc.
 • College of Humanities and Social Sciences: Seth Mitchell M’11, manager of    
  cultural resources and senior archaeologist, AK Environmental
 • College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics: Matthew Whited ’03,    
  psychologist and assistant professor, Department of Psychology, East Carolina    
  University

Friend of Higher Education Award and Legislative Fellow

The annual Friend of Higher Education Award went to Jay Costa ’79, of the Pennsylvania 
Senate, and the Legislative Fellow honor to Joseph Markosek, of the state House of 
Representatives. The awards program was started in 1998 by IUP’s faculty union, the Association 
of Pennsylvania State College and University Faculties, with help from the university’s 
administration.

Distinguished 
Family Business

The IUP Center for Family 
Business honored the Reschini 
family in March with the 2014 
Distinguished Family Business 
Award. In 1938, the family 
founded the Reschini Insurance 
Agency, which has expanded into 
the Reschini Group, a 75-employee 
firm serving clients across the 
country. Two of the agency’s 
former locations are now part of 
the IUP campus. The award is 
presented annually on the basis 
of business success, contributions 
to the community, and succession 
of ownership and management to 
the second generation or more.

Support of Veterans

IUP was recently recognized for 
its support of students who are 
veterans. Military Advanced 
Education and G.I. Jobs Magazine 
both named IUP to their lists of 
Military Friendly Schools, and U.S. 
News and World Report included 
the university on its Best Colleges 
for Veterans list. 

Best Business 
Schools/Colleges

The Eberly College of Business and 
Information Technology is listed 
in the Princeton Review’s The 
Best 295 Business Schools. This 
is the 10th consecutive year the 
business college has been selected 
for the guidebook. IUP is part of 
the Princeton Review’s The Best 
378 Colleges; it has been included 
in the guidebook each year since 
2001. m
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Seated, from left: Seth Mitchell, Heidi Hezlep Higbee, and 
Brian Urban. Standing: Sandra Koeppl Barsotti ’87, IUP Alumni 
Association president; Matthew Whited; Trisha Rae Stahl; and 
Melissa Leiden Welsh.
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If you received IUP’s Thanksgiving greeting via e-mail 
last November, you might remember Franklin Mosley. 
A music major who concentrates in vocal performance, 
Franklin generously lends his talent for assemblies—he 
performed the Alma Mater at President Michael Driscoll’s 
inauguration, for example—and IUP Music Theater, which 
enhances the campus’s cultural life. IUP thinks Franklin is a 
student superstar, and so the Music Department rewarded 
him with the Boytim Scholarship for Vocal Performance. 
Scholarships help students fund their education and defray 
their debt—and provide a source of pride.

 Your charitable gift can reward   
 performance through scholarships.
 www.iup.edu/GiveAGift

Photo by Marc Colón, sophomore finance major

Learn more about Franklin’s IUP journey.
www.iup.edu/ChangeLives



Lasting Bonds Forged in 
Student Groups, Programs
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Hill, an academic advisor at 
Penn State University, said he 
didn’t really feel connected to 
IUP until he joined the group. 

“I decided to check it out,” he said, “and I’m 
glad I did.”

The group—known as the “student 
alumni association,” as it was created to 
keep alumni in touch with campus life 
and make students more aware of their 
potential roles as alumni—recently marked 
20 years, joining several other university 
organizations and programs in celebrating 
significant anniversaries last year.

Hill had never heard of the Ambassadors 
until his supervisor suggested he join 
the group. “I was a student employee in 
custodial services,” he said, “and my boss, 
Bob Betz, handed me a form and said, ‘I 
think you should apply to this.’”

Joining the Ambassadors during his 
sophomore year, Hill enjoyed the exposure 

the group gained through its work with 
alumni and prospective students. “It was 
my first real eye-opening experience with 
student groups and organizations,” he said.

Once he received a bachelor’s degree in 
computer science, he worked for a short 
time in the field before realizing he really 
wanted to be part of the academic life 
he enjoyed while an Ambassador, so he 
decided to pursue a master’s degree in 
student affairs in higher education at 
IUP. As part of the SAHE program, he 
became the graduate assistant advising 
the Ambassadors, and he believes the 
experience led him to his position as 
academic advisor. “It was exactly what I 
needed and didn’t know it,” he said.

Holly Holt Wadding ’04 was also unaware 
of the IUP Ambassadors until nominated 
by one of her professors, but she now calls it 
“the best part of my college experience.”

Wadding was a member of the marching 
band and volunteered with Big Brothers 
Big Sisters, but when she joined the 
Ambassadors, it “just clicked,” she said.

“I met all of these people in 2001, and there 
are at least 10 of us who still see each other 
all these many years later. We get together 
every Homecoming and have so much fun.”

Life
Members

for

By Jan Shellenbarger

The Council of Trustees recognized the IUP Ambassadors in September as the group marked its 20th anniversary. Pictured with the 
Ambassadors are Sara Barnett Lawer ’06, M’08, left, the group’s advisor, and Bill Speidel, back center, vice president for University 
Advancement.

These kinds of lifelong relationships are 
often mentioned by members of other IUP 
groups that recently celebrated milestone 
anniversaries.

Kathy Gillis Kinderman ’81 is director 
of the IUP West Penn Respiratory Care 
Program, which recently celebrated its 40th 
anniversary.

The program, in which students attend IUP 
for two years and then spend the last two in 
the West Penn Hospital system, was the first 
consortium of its kind in the state, she said. 
Graduates are trained to evaluate, treat, and 
care for people with breathing and other 
cardiopulmonary disorders.

As director, only the third in the program’s 
history, Kinderman has witnessed 
numerous changes in the respiratory care 
field. “Providers of respiratory care used to 
be called ‘inhalation therapists,’” she said, 
“so the joke among us was that apparently 
no one ever exhaled!”

More than 100 alumni attended the 
anniversary celebration last fall, and 
Kinderman said IUP respiratory care 
graduates enjoy catching up with each 
other at annual professional conferences, 
as well. Alumni also look out for recent 
graduates as they begin their careers, 
especially since a number of them are in 

WWW.IUP.EDU/MAGAZINE 21

Jeff Hill ’00, M’04 credits 
the IUP Ambassadors 
with changing his life.
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James McNabb, a master of fine arts candidate at IUP, gained 
national attention last fall with his miniature wood cityscapes. 
His sculpture of Manhattan was the main visual for the New 
Yorker Festival in October and appeared in festival publicity 
materials and numerous publications.

McNabb said his fascination with cityscapes began while 
growing up in Montville, New Jersey, where he could see the 
New York City skyline from the hilltops. Made entirely of scrap 
wood, the sculptures in his City Series are his interpretation of 
making something out of nothing, he said.

He and his wife, Stephanie, who taught in the IUP Art 
Department in 2011 and 2012, run McNabb & Co. Studio in 
Philadelphia, specializing in home furnishings and decorative 
arts.

Scraps to 
Skyscrapers

Milestone 
Generosity

supervisory or management roles and they 
are doing the hiring, she said.

“Our field is small enough and our alumni 
are spread out all over the country, so they 
tend to put new graduates under their 
wing.”

The opportunity to develop relationships, 
including as a mentor, is also important to 
Paula Burnett, longtime advisor to Alpha 
Xi Delta, which celebrated a half century at 
IUP in 2013. Burnett said there have been 
many changes in those 50 years, including 
the increase in technology and social media, 
but the core values of the sorority have 
not changed. “The caring for the local area 
and the university, the friendships that are 
formed, and the emphasis on academics 
have remained the same,” she said.

Burnett, who attended Ohio University 
and was a member of that school’s Alpha Xi 
Delta chapter, said belonging to the sorority 

doesn’t stop with the local community and 
goes well beyond the social aspects.

“It’s ever so much more than just the 
collegiate experience. As a member of 
Alpha Xi Delta, if I graduate, for example, 
with a degree in architecture, I can contact 
the national headquarters and find other 
architects and job opportunities.”

Alpha Xi Delta members are also proud 
of their philanthropy, which includes 
promoting Autism Speaks, an organization 
that aims to increase awareness of autism 
spectrum disorders. “The members not 
only get a social sense, but get a broader 
sense of helping the IUP community,” 
Burnett said, “which becomes a lifelong 
commitment when they are assisting their 
own communities.”

Helping the local Sigma Chi organization, 
which celebrated 40 years at IUP last year, 
has been a longtime goal for Jeff Bird ’85. 

Major Anniversaries
IUP Ambassadors 20 years 2013
IUP West Penn Respiratory Care Program 40 years 2013
Sigma Chi Fraternity 40 years 2013
Alpha Xi Delta Sorority 50 years 2013
Delta Sigma Phi Fraternity 60 years 2013
Alpha Sigma Alpha Sorority 100 years 2014
Sigma Sigma Sigma Sorority 100 years 2015
Alpha Sigma Tau Sorority 100 years 2016

A member of the fraternity’s House Board, 
Bird has organized a golf tournament every 
August for the last four years to raise funds 
for Camp Orenda, a residential summer 
camp in Indiana County for people with 
disabilities, and to maintain the Sigma Chi 
house at IUP. The annual outing has raised 
more than $35,000.

“We have a group of alumni come back to 
Indiana, stay in the Sigma Chi house, enjoy 
a pig roast in the parking lot, and golf at 
Meadowlane,” Bird said. “Brothers from age 
21 to 65-plus attend—it’s an incredible mix 
of guys.”

Bird said the brothers enjoy coming back 
to IUP to catch up and see the changes to 
the Sigma Chi house, IUP, and Indiana. 
“Some of them haven’t been back since they 
graduated 20 years ago,” he said. 

Bird knew from the beginning of his 
association with the fraternity that 
he would be a member for life. “That’s 
something that’s pledged into you from day 
one,” he said. 

While an undergraduate, Bird was involved 
in several leadership positions in the 
fraternity—ritual chairman, assistant pledge 
trainer, pledge trainer, and vice president—
and believes “success sticks with you.”

“I can’t imagine what my undergraduate 
experience would have been without Sigma 
Chi.” m

From Tim Cejka ’73 and Debra Phillips Cejka ’73, of Houston, 
$1.25 million in support of a new science and mathematics 
facility that is in the planning stages

From Daniel Griffith ’70, M’72 and Diane Griffith, of Dallas, 
$72,000 in support of a scholarship they endowed that assists 
students who pursue degrees in geography and mathematics

From Warren Martin, of Honey Brook, a gift in memory 
of his wife, Eileen Martin ’63, in support of scholarships 
for nontraditional-age, married female students who are 
participating in student teaching

From Paul Miller ’74 and Susan Walker Miller ’74, of Holland, 
Ohio, in excess of $101,000 to establish scholarships for students 
from Pennsylvania’s northern tier

From the Shattuck Family Foundation, of Baltimore, $250,000 
in honor of Molly George Shattuck ’89, to establish a women’s 
leadership program in the Eberly College of Business and 
Information Technology

From anonymous, $28,000 to create the Geoscience Next 
Generation Field Geology Fund

IUP received the following gifts of $25,000 or more, made to 
the Foundation for IUP from October through January. The 
university community thanks all who invest in IUP and its 
students.

James McNabb’s Manhattan cityscape
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Back when he 
was a member of 
IUP’s famed 1968 
Boardwalk Bowl 

football team, Bob LaCivita 
’71 thought he might never 
again be part of a team as 
legendary as that one.

It turns out he was quite wrong.

When the Florida State 
Seminoles edged the Auburn 
Tigers in a thrilling BCS 
National Championship 
game in January at the Rose 
Bowl, LaCivita felt the kind of 
satisfaction that comes only 
when hard work pays off.

“It was really nice to be able to 
reap the rewards from all the 
hard work,” he said. “The game 
itself was surreal. I had never 
before been in an environment 
that electric. The outcome made 
it spectacular, and it was a once-
in-a-lifetime experience.”

More than four decades after he 
graduated from IUP, LaCivita 

is still very much involved 
in football. He has had a long 
and distinguished career as 
a member of the supporting 
cast of some of the best college 
football programs in the land. 
In his current job, he is the 
director of player personnel 
at Florida State University, 
in Tallahassee, where he is 
responsible for organizing all of 
the details related to recruiting 
players, as well as the day-to-
day operations of the football 
office.

“I manage the whole process of 
Florida State football, under the 
watchful eye of the head coach 
[Jimbo Fisher],” LaCivita said.

LaCivita’s fingerprints are all 
over the Seminoles’ national 
championship trophy, thanks 
to his work helping to recruit 
the players who made the 
undefeated season possible. 
Now in his seventh year on the 
job, LaCivita has been there as 
Fisher has kept the Seminoles’ 
winning tradition alive after 
the retirement of legendary 
coach Bobby Bowden.

And not long after the 
Seminoles won the national 
championship, the team made 
headlines again, and LaCivita 
had a role in that, too. On 
February 5, the first day that 
high school players could sign 
letters of intent to play college 
football, LaCivita coordinated 
the efforts as Florida State put 
together a class of recruits rated 
by ESPN as the third best in the 
nation.

“It’s satisfying watching the 
progress of our young men,” 
LaCivita said. “You put in a lot 
of hours, and to achieve a goal 
like that shows how all the 
hard work paid off.”

LaCivita has come a long way 
since he left the IUP campus 
back in 1971. He has had jobs 
at several universities working 
in football administration, 
something that hadn’t really 
been invented when LaCivita 
first joined the work force.

In the classroom at IUP, 
LaCivita prepared himself for a 
career in the academic world. 
He used football as a tool to get 
an education and thought he 
would leave the sport behind. 
Instead, football and education 
became intertwined, and 40-
some years later, LaCivita has 
reached the top of the college 
football mountain.

“I’ve been very fortunate,” he 
said. “I’ve been blessed by God 
to have a great family and to 

work with outstanding people. 
But it all goes back to getting 
my degree and being able to go 
from there.”

No matter where LaCivita has 
gone, he has always kept tabs 
on his alma mater. At one of his 
previous stops, North Carolina 
State University, he worked 
alongside Curt Cignetti, the 
program’s wide receivers coach 
and recruiting coordinator. 
LaCivita said he was excited 
when he learned Cignetti was 
hired as IUP’s head coach in 
January 2011, and he knows the 
program is in great hands.

“My family is close with his 
family,” LaCivita said, “so I have 
taken a special interest in what 
has happened in Indiana and 
at IUP. They’ve got the right 
guy there. He’s done a great job 
so far.”

Alumni/Coaches 
An assistant football coach at 
IUP in 1996 and 1997, Paul 
Darragh was named the 
Pennsylvania State Athletic 
Conference East Division 
Coach of the Year after guiding 
Bloomsburg to a division title, 
conference championship, and 
NCAA Division II playoff berth. 
Even better, Darragh had the 
interim tag removed from his 
job title after the season and 
was named the program’s full-
time head coach.

In the NFL, two IUP graduates 
were on the move in the 
offseason, when Ben McAdoo 
’00 was hired as the New York 
Giants’ offensive coordinator 
and Jim Hostler ’90 was 
chosen as the Buffalo Bills’ 
senior offensive assistant. 
Most recently, McAdoo 
was the Green Bay Packers’ 
quarterbacks coach, and Hostler 
was the Baltimore Ravens’ 
wide receivers coach. Both have 
earned Super Bowl rings in the 
last few years: McAdoo in 2011, 
and Hostler in 2013.

Also, two former IUP assistant 
coaches, Luke Getsy and 
Nick Sirianni, were hired by 
NFL teams. Getsy, who was 
IUP’s offensive coordinator in 
2011 and 2012, was named an 
offensive quality control coach 
for the Packers, and Sirianni, 
the Crimson Hawks’ wide 
receivers coach from 2006 to 
2008, was named the San Diego 
Chargers’ quarterbacks coach.

On the football field, a few 
former IUP players were on the 
move last winter. Former All-
American offensive lineman 
Dan Matha signed a contract 
with the Montreal Alouettes, of 
the Canadian Football League, 

and Ceasar Westbrook ’13 
and Diamond Avery ’10 
signed pacts with the Erie 
Explosion, of the Continental 
Indoor Football League.

In basketball, two alumni with 
lengthy high school basketball 
coaching careers in Indiana 
County achieved milestone 
wins this year. Dave Woodall 
’73, the girls’ coach at Indiana 
High School the past 18 seasons, 
won his 300th game on January 
23, while Bob Rado ’78, the 
boys’ coach at Homer-Center 
High School, claimed his 400th 
win the night before. Rado was 
previously the coach at Marion 
Center and Indiana high 
schools, and he won more than 
100 games at each school.

Former IUP women’s 
basketball coach Cindy 
Martin, who guided the 
Crimson Hawks to a combined 
70-23 record from 2005 to 2008, 

has spent the past few years 
in Columbus, Ohio. She is the 
owner of the Cindy Martin 
Basketball School, where she 
passes along lessons of the 
game to players of all ages.

Mindy Sawtelle-Zottola 
’05, one of the most decorated 
runners in IUP history, was 
the eighth woman to finish 
the Columbus (Ohio) Half-
Marathon in October. She 
completed the race in one hour, 
39 minutes, and 33 seconds. It 
was the third half-marathon of 
the year for Sawtelle-Zottola.

A former All-America swimmer 
at IUP, Ashley McAteer ’13 
was recently named the girls’ 
swim coach at Woodmont High 
School in Piedmont, South 
Carolina. McAteer is a physical 
education teacher at Ralph 
Chandler Middle School in 
nearby Simpsonville. 

BY MATTHEW BURGlUND

For up-to-the-minute news on IUP sports,
visit www.iupathletics.com. There you’ll 

find all the latest news Namedroppers can’t 
bring you because of deadline constraints.

Do you have an alumni note to include in the next Namedroppers? Send it to  iup-magazine@iup.edu. 

Bob LaCivita is director of 
player personnel for the BCS 
national champion Florida 
State Seminoles.
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Dixon Trophy  
At the conclusion of the fall 
sports season, IUP ranked 
sixth in the standings for 
the Dixon Trophy, which is 
awarded annually to the top 
athletics department in the 
Pennsylvania State Athletic 
Conference.

To compile the rankings, each 
team from the 18 members of 
the PSAC is awarded points 
for its finish in the standings. 
IUP did not win any team 
championships in the fall but 
had solid showings in football, 
golf, field hockey, and cross 
country. The Dixon Trophy 
standings will be updated at 
the conclusion of the winter 
season, and the final results will 
be tabulated when spring sports 
are finished competing.

IUP has never won the Dixon 
Trophy in the 18-year history of 
the award but finished second 
last year, only three one-
hundredths of a point behind 
West Chester. m

Ben McAdoo, right, pictured with Aaron Rodgers, went from 
quarterbacks coach for the Green Bay Packers to offensive 
coordinator for the New York Giants.



stemmed largely from Kendig’s 
mastery as a recruiter and 
motivator, assistant coach Gary 
Stam’s technical expertise, and 
a tight-knit group of athletes 
who bonded over their love of 
the sport and were willing to 
work long hours to perfect their 
routines.

Kendig’s fearless approach to 
scheduling played a prominent 
role, too. IUP regularly 
challenged—and often 
humbled—the premier major 
college teams in the East.

“My philosophy from the first 
day I got there was to meet all 
the big guys,” Kendig said. “We 
went to Penn State, we went to 
Ohio State, we went to Pitt, we 
went to West Virginia, North 
Carolina, North Carolina State, 
George Washington, Maryland. 
And the years I was there, 
we wound up beating every 
school on our schedule at least 
once, except Penn State. And 
we gave them a run for it.”

Performing in hostile 
environments against big-
time foes served to toughen 
the Indians. Forged by the 
fires of Division I competition, 
they arrived at regionals and 
nationals in championship 
form.

“The way to make yourself 
better is to compete against 
people who are better than 
you, so you rise to that level,” 
said Goodwin-West, a middle 
school reading and language 
arts teacher who resides in 
Sarasota, Florida. “I think that 
was Dan’s purpose in having 
us compete so much with 
Division I programs. By the 
time we got to the regionals 
and the nationals, we really 
felt we belonged.”

Especially in 1989. Goodwin-
West and her teammates 
marched into the Cal Poly-
SLO gym brimming with 
confidence. Defending 
champions often crumble 
under the weight of lofty 
expectations; the Indians 
embraced their role as the team 
to beat.

“Some people, once you’ve 
won it one time, they go, oh 

my gosh, we have to defend, it’s 
extra pressure on us,” Goodwin-
West said. “But I think that the 
core of us still there from the 
championship in ’88, we looked 
at it as, okay, we’ve got this. We 
just need to step up and make it 
happen.”

The Indians executed with 
near-flawless precision from 
the outset, equaling a school 
record with a score of 46.3 on 
beam, their first event, behind 
Goodwin-West’s 9.6. Bird then 
led the way in the vault with a 
9.6, tying a school record, and a 
9.55 in the floor exercise.

Entering the final rotation, IUP 
and Cal Poly-SLO were tied at 
139.05. Yet in a situation when 
their nerves should have been 
taut as piano wire, the Indians 
proved positively unflappable. 
Every one of them nailed their 
routines on bars, paced by 
Bird with a 9.55 score. IUP’s 
school-record 47.0 in the event 
sealed the victory, and an 
announcement moments later 
triggered a mad dash to the 
podium.

“We were just sitting on the 
floor and they started giving 
results,” said Sievert, a resident 
of Springfield, New Jersey, who 
teaches preschool, works as a 
massage therapist, and coaches 
gymnastics. “They introduced 
the sixth-place team, fifth-place 
team, fourth place, and they 
would go up on the podium. 
When they announced the 
second-place team, and it 
wasn’t us, we knew that we had 
won, and we ran full speed up 
to the podium. I don’t think any 
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Reliving the night she and her 
teammates sizzled at nationals 
invariably gives Rose Johnson 
Bird chills.

She pops in a videotape of the 1989 United 
States Gymnastics Federation Division 
II/III championships and is magically 
transported back 25 years, to a time when 
IUP reigned as the premier team in the 
land. On her television screen, the Indians 
bound toward the podium with unbridled 
joy, like kids set loose on the last day of 
school, after holding off host Cal Poly-
San Luis Obispo 186.05-184.90 to repeat as 
national champions.

“Believe me, it’s one of the highlights of 
my life,” said Bird, who resides in Cape 
Coral, Florida, and sells designer accessories 
online. “I mean, how can it not be? It was 
such an amazing feeling. I get chills just 
watching the tape.”

No IUP team, in any sport, has claimed 
a national title since that transcendent 
performance in California by coach Dan 
Kendig’s gymnasts on April 7, 1989.

Twice as Nice
By Bob Fulton

“We just had a great group of 
athletes who wanted to win,” 
said Kendig, now in his 21st 
season at Nebraska, where he 
has twice won NCAA Coach of 
the Year honors. “I think the 
neatest thing about what we 
were able to do there was we 
did it with talent that maybe 
some Division I schools weren’t 
that interested in, for whatever 
reason. I took a chance on some 
kids, and it worked out.”

One of them captured a pair 
of individual titles in San Luis 
Obispo. Bird, then a junior, won 
the all-around championship, 
tied Bridgeport’s Maureen 
Lagrua for top honors in the 
floor exercise, and placed 
second on beam and fifth in the 
vault.

The miracle is that she was 
competing at all. Bird broke 
her back in a fall from the bars 
two years before and spent 
four months in a body cast—by 
choice, such was her passion for 
the sport.

“The doctors wanted to put a 
rod in my back—they said it 
was better for me in the long 
run,” Bird recalled. “But they 
told me if they did that, I’d 
never be able to do gymnastics 
again. I’m like, no, I want the 
body cast. I loved gymnastics 
and I loved competing for IUP, 
and I wanted to compete again. 
So I took the body cast and then 
just worked my butt off to get 
back.”

Bird wasn’t the only star in the 
IUP firmament. Senior Michelle 
Goodwin (now Goodwin-West), 
a fellow inductee in the school’s 
athletics hall of fame, won a 
national title on beam in 1989 
and finished third in both 
the all-around and the vault. 
Sophomore Janine Palschakov 
(now Sievert) earned runner-up 
honors in the bars, and senior 
Lori Henkemeyer finished 
fourth in the vault. All four 
had earned All-America honors 
the year before, too, when the 
Indians beat out Southeast 
Missouri State 181.70-179.55 
to win their first national 
championship.

IUP’s status as a gymnastics 
powerhouse in the late 1980s 

The IUP gymnastics team, 
with coach Dan Kendig, 
right, and assistant Gary 
Stam, after taking the 
national championship at 
Cal Poly-San Luis Obispo in 
1989. Below: Rose Johnson 
Bird, left, and Michelle 
Goodwin-West
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of us were really surprised we 
won, because we all knew how 
well we had done. It was just 
a wonderful feeling, one of the 
best experiences of my life.”

Alas, the program that made 
history at IUP soon was 
history. The university de-
emphasized gymnastics and 
then discontinued it altogether 
following the 1997-98 season, 
only nine years after the 
Indians were hailed as national 
champions—again.

“When I heard they were 
dropping gymnastics, I was 
shocked,” said Goodwin-West. 
“It was devastating, knowing 
how successful the program 
had been and how respected it 
was around the country.”

All that’s left of IUP gymnastics 
now are the memories, 
highlighted by a golden 
afternoon in the Golden State. 
Even 25 years removed from 
that momentous achievement, 
even with all of his successes at 
Nebraska, Kendig still reserves 
a special place in his heart for 
the team that brought a second 
straight national title to IUP.

“They were good kids, they 
worked hard, and we had real 
chemistry on that team,” he 
said. “I’ve been a big fan of 
chemistry my whole career, 
everywhere I’ve gone, that kind 
of team-above-self mentality. I 
just thought the chemistry on 
that team was exceptional. And 
we had great talent to go with 
it. It was almost like the perfect 
storm.” m
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ALL ABOUT AlUMNI
1930s
Ruth Fee Nicely ’35 turned 
100 on November 1. At Indiana 
State Teachers College, Ruth 
was the May Queen and 
president of the senior class in 
the same year. Later, she taught 
elementary school in Spangler 
and Indiana. She now lives in 
suburban Chicago and says she 
is enjoying life to the fullest.

1940s 
Elizabeth Hitchcock 
Anderson ’49 and Nicholas 
Anderson ’49, of Gibsonia, 
celebrated their 65th wedding 
anniversary on January 1. They 
were married before heading 
to Altoona to student teach 
and graduating in May. They 
have two daughters, Susan 
Anderson ’80 and Jane 
Anderson Wymer ’90, the 
first female commanding officer 
of the IUP Marching Band. 
Elizabeth’s father, Richard 
Hitchcock, taught physics at 
IUP in the 1940s.

1950s
A group of friends from Indiana 
State Teachers College met for 
a luncheon in Uniontown and 
shared a photo on the Alumni 
Extra website. They are Martha 
Dietrick Brownfield ’55, 
Patricia Popson Fleming ’55, 
Charlotte Crossland Huber 
Ghion ’55, Nancy Vincent 
Hillen ’55, Katherine 
Butcher Wyda ’56, and Joan 
Brownfield Daniels Moore 
’65. 

1960s
Art alumna Elaine Wilson 
’64 recently published her 
20th book, The Miracle of You, 
about how people came to be 
and how they can reach their 
potential. Fifteen of Elaine’s 
books are part of a series, The 
Art of God’s Message, with 
each book featuring an artist 
and one of the artist’s famous 
works. Elaine travels to Russia 

frequently to lecture, exhibit 
her artwork, and work with 
the schools she has cofounded 
there. Her books are available 
through www.blurb.com and 
other sources.

After more than 33 years 
teaching French, English, 
and communications at 
Chartiers Valley High School 
in Allegheny County and 11 
years as an adjunct instructor of 
French and modern language 
methodology at Messiah 
College near Harrisburg, 
Larry Wineland ’66, in his 
retirement, is giving guided 
tours in French and English 
at the plantation house on 
Magnolia Plantation in 
Charleston, South Carolina.

After 39 years with Miami-
Dade County Public Schools, 
primarily as a psychologist, 
and six years as a teacher 
and counselor in western 
Pennsylvania, Russell 
Armour ’67, M’70 has 
retired. Russell served on 
the executive board of the 
Learning Experience School, 
a private, nonprofit school 
for developmentally delayed 
students, and recently retired as 
vice president. His retirement 
plans include writing, caring 
for three dogs, SCUBA diving, 
university teaching, and 
limited private practice.

In the more than 16 children’s 
books he has written, 
William Bentrim ’68 has 
aimed to demystify some 
of the confusing situations 
children face. His latest is 
Jack’s Diabetes, a picture 
book designed to explain that 
diabetes is a treatable disease.  
Mommy’s Black Eye, dealing 
with domestic violence, is 
his best seller. William lives 
in Doylestown with his wife, 
Joyce Gardner Bentrim ’67. 
More about his books is at 
www.bentrim.info. 

Surviving members of the 
Folkmen, a late ’60s music 

group made up of students from 
Indiana State College and later 
IUP, established a scholarship 
last year to help support 
students majoring in music or 
music education at IUP. The 
group’s surviving members are 
David Frye ’68, Alan Luckey 
’87, M’89, Bruce Bly, Larry 
Carter, Fred Danziger, and 
George “Woody” Woodbury. 
The group also included the 
late Mike Dubois ’68, Warren 
Allen ’69, Jeff Kelley ’69, and 
D. C. Fitzgerald. Find more 
information on the Alumni 
Extra website.  

Founder of WIX PIX 
Productions, Dale Wicks ’68, 
M’78 was recently named 
to Pennsylvania Business 
Central’s Top 100 People of 
2013. Editors noted that he 
supports the Johnstown-area 
community with donations of 
WIX PIX services and directs 
the choir at Summit Chapel 
United Methodist Church. 
He has received five regional 
Emmy nominations for his 
broadcast specials.

The Texas Rural Health 
Association named Karen 
Sadar Watt ’69 a 2013 Rural 
Health Preceptor of the Year for 
her work with nurse-midwife 
students at her northeast Texas 
clinic. In October, she opened 
a new practice, the Kaufman 
Midwife Care Center, through a 
Texas Health Resources hospital 
in Kaufman. She has brought 
more than 1,800 babies into the 
world and is not ready to retire 
yet, she said. 

Recently accepted as a Peace 
Corps volunteer, Eileen 
Swinehart ’69 was to be 
assigned to Ukraine beginning 
in March. She will be working 
with nongovernment 
organizations during her two-
and-a-half year commitment.

1970s
An investigator for more than 
30 years, Mike Wynn ’73 
reports that he continues to 
be active in criminal defense 
investigations for those accused 
of crimes and as a consultant for 
potential whistle-blowers. Mike 
held securities investigation 
positions in the Florida 
comptroller’s office and won the 
Giraffe Heroes Project’s whistle-
blower award in 1995.

Illustrator and author Mike 
Fleishman ’73, M’77 created 
an alphabet app, “My Little 
AlphaButts,” released in 
January on the Apple iTunes 
Store. Mike created the 
interactive alphabet decades 
ago for his children, and son 
Max, now a graphic designer 
and illustrator, turned his 
dad’s sketches into the final 
app images. Mike’s wife, 
filmmaker Joanne Caputo, 
narrated the app and co-
directed its development. Mike 
retired in 2012 as associate 
professor of commercial art at 
Edison Community College in 
Piqua, Ohio. Learn more on 
the company website, www.
jojobeanyhead.com.

Now that they’ve retired, 
Michael Martin ’73 and 
Sandy Vetter Martin ’74 
have more time to travel and 
enjoy antiques, they said. 
Michael retired after 40 years 
of teaching instrumental 
music in the School District 
of Haverford Township. He 
continues to teach music—
privately and for the Gordon 
Institute for Music Learning—
and sing professionally. Sandy 
retired from the Bryn Mawr 
Presbyterian Church, where 
she conducted children’s choirs, 
hand-bell choirs, and early 
childhood music classes. The 
Martins’ son and daughter-
in-law are both professional 
violinists.

After more than 38 years 
in public education, Sara 
Wallace Little ’74 retired in 
June. Sara began teaching art 
in the Hanover Public School 
District within a month after 
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Sarah Carlisle M’13 with her sheltie Mira and, at right, as an 
infant with her great-grandmother Mary Helen Haugh M’63

When Sarah Carlisle earned her master’s degree in school 
counseling from IUP in May, she was following in the footsteps 
of her great-grandmother Mary Helen Haugh, who graduated 
from the master’s program in guidance at Indiana State College 
50 years earlier.

Mary Helen taught in a one-room schoolhouse after receiving 
her teaching certificate from Clarion, and as a mother of 
four, she earned her bachelor’s degree from the college in 
1955. She eventually taught third grade and kindergarten in 
the Brookville Area School District and took nighttime and 
Saturday classes at ISC, earning her master’s degree in 1963. 
That same year, Mary Helen started her job as junior high 
counselor. Her daughter, Susan Moore, said students would 
often call her mother at home for advice, and she would stress 
the importance of furthering their education.

That focus was evident in her family as well: Susan Moore went 
back to school at age 30 to become a licensed practical nurse, 
and Susan’s daughter Gretchen Carlisle, Sarah’s mother, holds a 
PhD in nursing.

After retiring from the Brookville school district, Mary Helen 
served as the town’s mayor in the early 1980s. She was the first 
woman in the position.

Sarah has no memories of her great-grandmother, as she was 
a baby when Mary Helen died. But when she was choosing 
a graduate program in school counseling, she settled on her 
great-grandmother’s alma mater, even though it was far from 
her Missouri home.

“I knew if my great-grandmother could manage a master’s 
degree program while working full-time, commuting, and 
raising four children, certainly I could be successful, too,” Sarah 
said. “She was my inspiration throughout school to work hard 
and do my best in every class.” Sarah is a school counselor at 
Paden City High School in West Virginia.

her graduation from IUP. 
Following 16 years at the 
elementary level, she moved to 
Hanover High School, where 
she was awarded the Apple for 
the Teacher, the Pennsylvania 

A sports reporter for two decades on Pittsburgh’s KDKA Radio, 
Marvin “Goose” Goslin ’73 died October 12, 2013. At KDKA, 
Goose was a sports director, sportscaster, and show host, 
serving as a member of the “K Team” with John Cigna and Fred 
Honsberger. Known for his baritone voice, he also sang the 
national anthem at numerous Penguins, Pirates, and Steelers 
games.

While a student at IUP, he was sports director (the first) at 
WIUP-FM, sports writer and advertising manager of the Penn, 
advertising manager for football and basketball programs, 
occasional color man at football games for local radio station 
WDAD, and basketball play-by-play announcer for WIUP-FM. 
He also obtained permission to go through spring drills with 
the IUP football team and wrote about his experiences in the 
Penn under the pseudonym “Lumps Galore.”

Goose received the Pennsylvania Associated Press Broadcast 
Award five consecutive years and was honored by the 
Pennsylvania State Athletic Conference for meritorious service 
for his 13 years as a play-by-play announcer for IUP football. 
He is survived by his wife, Shelley, and his daughter, Jennifer. 

Marvin “Goose” Goslin interviewing mayor Richard Caliguiri 
at a Pittsburgh marathon
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Healthy living expert Molly 
George Shattuck ’89, of 
Baltimore, has a new book, 
Vibrant Living, released 
by Hilton Publishing in 
February. In it, she unveils 
her 21-day action plan to 
help people lose weight, 
gain energy, and find more 
purpose in life. “The book 
is about the split-second 
choices you make every day 
to fuel your energy or dull it,” 
she explained.

In 2005, Molly made NFL history as the oldest cheerleader 
when she joined the Baltimore Ravens’ squad at age 38. She has 
been listed in the Maryland Daily Record’s Top 100 Women and 
is a past recipient of the NAACP’s Thurgood Marshall Award 
for community and business. She lends her time and expertise 
to a number of organizations, including the American Diabetes 
Association, the United Way of Central Maryland, and the 
American Heart Association.

In December, the Shattuck Family Foundation made a gift 
to IUP of $250,000 to establish the Molly George Shattuck ’89 
Leadership Fund, which will provide conference and retreat 
opportunities for female students in coordination with the 
Eberly College of Business and Information Technology. 

Molly will present strategies from her new book during a Six 
O’clock Series presentation April 28 at IUP. Learn more at www.
mollyshattuck.com.
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They met at IUP in 1976 and 
became college sweethearts. 
After graduating, pursuing 
careers, and communicating 
long distance, they married in 
1988. Michelle submitted their 
story to JET magazine, which 
then featured the couple in the 
Love section of the November 
25 edition.

1980s
Painter Ron Donoughe ’80 
was a visiting artist for Steve 
Loar’s summer Composing 
Plastic class at IUP, in which 

students used recycled 
materials to create their own 
interpretations of Ron’s work. 
Their creations, as well as Ron’s 
originals, were part of a spring 
exhibit, Beyond the Surface, at 
the Bottle Works in Johnstown.

Kathy Crahen Farrel ’80 
recently marked 20 years 
with Silicon Valley’s Intel 
Corporation, where she 
manages the Black Belt 
Software Developer program. 
Kathy lives near San Francisco 
with her husband, Michael.

During his 27 years of military 
service, Michael Kucynda 
’80 served more than three 
years in Germany (during the 
height of the Cold War), became 
a jumpmaster and senior rated 
parachutist at Fort Bragg, North 
Carolina, taught in the ROTC 
program at Bowling Green State 
University, had 10 overseas 
deployment training missions 
to Korea, spent nine months 
in Bosnia, and did two tours in 
Iraq, most recently in 2008 and 
2009. 

Last year, Michael Tarquinio 
’81 received three American 
Graphic Design Awards, 
marking the 13th consecutive 
year he has received the award.

Lisa Anderson Salvia ’82, 
who runs Winking Lizard 
Pottery at her home in Erie 
County, has been working with 
autistic students at the Barber 
National Institute in Pittsburgh 
to create clay angels that are 
then sold to raise funds for the 
nonprofit institute. Learn more 
about her business at www.
winkinglizardpottery.com.

Research by Dahn Shaulis 
’83, M’91 on women runners 
and walkers is recognized 
in John Macionis’s popular 
textbook Sociology.  Dahn’s 
scholarly works about women 
in endurance sports have 
appeared in publications 
including the Journal of Sport 
History, Women in Sport and 
Physical Activity Journal, and 
the International Encyclopedia 
of Women and Sports.

Novelist Lee Allen Howard 
’84 published two novels 
in 2013: Death Perception, 
a supernatural thriller, and 
Call of the Piss Fairy, a 
psychological thriller. Learn 
more at http://leeallenhoward.
com.

Tina Richardson ’84 was 
appointed vice president of 
communications for Pittsburgh-
based Elias/Savion Advertising. 
Tina, who holds awards 
and certifications in digital 
marketing and social media, 
previously served eight years as 
public relations management 
supervisor for Brunner.

The fourth book by Rob 
Boston ’85, Taking Liberties: 
Why Religious Freedom 
Doesn’t Give You the Right 
to Tell Other People What to 
Do, was published in March 
by Prometheus Books. A 
journalism graduate, Rob was 
editor of the Penn in 1984 and 
1985.

Natalie Balitski Duggan 
’87 is working as a substitute 
teacher for the Diocese of 
Toledo, Ohio.

At the Friends of Claude Moore 
Park Photography Expo in 
September, Linda Toki ’87 
received honorable mention 
for two photos of butterflies in 
the Winged Wonders category 
for advanced photographers. 
Her work also was displayed 
in a photography exhibit at 
the Gallery in New Oxford in 
November. Linda continues to 
volunteer as a graphic designer 
and photographer for Dr. 
Libby’s World of Medicine, a 
medical talk show in Fairfax, 
Virginia. 
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Daniel Kupas ’88 donated 
a sapling grown from an 
American elm tree that 
survived the 1995 Oklahoma 
City bombing to the Allegheny 
Arboretum at IUP. It was 
planted last fall in the East 
Lawn, outside Sutton Hall.

Neuza Maria Serra D’88 was 
promoted to director of student 
health services at Rutgers 
University-Camden. She started 
as a staff psychologist in 1989 
and was promoted to associate 
director for psychological 
services in 1991. Previously, she 
worked at Kent State University 
and the Community Mental 
Health Center of Conemaugh 
Valley Hospital.

Artwork by Shelly Lipscomb 
Echeverria ’89, of Harrisburg, 
was selected for the cover 
of a recently released 
autobiography by Art Hershey, 
former state representative from 
Chester County, titled From the 
Farm to the House, available 
through the Masthof Bookstore. 

Secondary Art Educator award, 
and the WGAL/Rotary Impact 
Award. 

Kim Burke ’77, partner and 
cochair of the environmental 
practice group at Taft Stettinius 
& Hollister, LLP, is listed in 
The International Who’s Who 
of Environmental Lawyers 
2013, published by Who’s Who 
Legal in London. With Taft 
since 1981, Kim has represented 
clients in more than 25 states. 
A certified hazardous materials 
manager, he also was named 
2014 Environmental Litigation 
Lawyer of the Year for the 
Cincinnati region by Best 
Lawyers. 

With four partners, Ross 
Morris ’77 owns three 
restaurants in Carlisle: Piatto, 
Andalusia, and Café Bruges. 
His first restaurant, now closed, 
was A La Tarte, Carlisle’s first 
espresso bar.

Linda McCabe Ricklefs ’77 
became a grandmother on 
August 27, 2013, when her 
daughter, Rachele Ricklefs, had 
a son, Amari James Ricklefs. 
Linda said mother and baby are 
fine, and she is delighted.

A nursing professor at Florida 
International University, 
JoAnne Dechert Youngblut 
’77 studied with a colleague 
how the health of parents 
changes after the death of an 
infant or child. Their study, 
funded by a $2.15-million grant 
from the National Institutes of 
Health, was recently published 
in the journal Pediatrics. They 
have since received additional 
funding to study the impact 
on surviving siblings. Joanne 
is a 2003 recipient of the IUP 
Distinguished Alumni Award.

IUP’s College of Education 
and Educational Technology 
presented its Distinguished 
Alumni Scholar Award to Jeff 
Samide M’78, D’90, associate 
professor of counseling 

education at California 
University of Pennsylvania. 
Jeff has coedited two books 
as part of the Research in 
Career Development series. 
He also maintains a clinical 
consultation practice in 
Westmoreland County for 
children and families.

North Huntingdon residents 
Lindsay Ferguson ’79 and 
Michelle Sumpter Ferguson 
’80, M’95 renewed their vows 
in Incline Village, Nevada, 
on July 30, 2013—25 years to 
the day since their wedding. 

A former practicing attorney 
and now a principal at the 
Beauchat Group, LLC, Wendy 
Weikal-Beauchat ’89 has 
written her first book, Courage 
for the Journey: Wisdom for 
the Broken Road, published 
by AuthorHouse, an imprint 
of Random House. The book 
offers wisdom to ignite courage, 
hope, and strength in those 
caught in difficult times. Wendy 
lives in Gettysburg with her 
daughters, Tessa and Bryn. The 
book is available through major 
retailers.

1990s
Richard Ayers ’90 has been 
promoted to vice president of 
public relations and marketing 
for WellSpan Health, a regional 
integrated health system based 
in York.

Richard Foster ’90, M’92, 
D’09 is executive vice president 
of treatment programs at 
Gateway Rehabilitation 
Center in Moon Township. He 
has been with the company 
since 1991, after completing 
an internship for his master’s 
program. He lives in New 
Castle with his wife, Leanne, 
and children Jacob and Sarah.

PMA Companies has promoted 
Gene Mattis ’90 to risk control 
manager, Chicago. A certified 
safety professional, he manages 
territorial and staff expansion 
for risk control within Illinois, 
Indiana, Wisconsin, Minnesota, 
Iowa, and Missouri. He is 
responsible for strategic 
planning and staff placement/
development, while servicing 
national accounts. Recently, he 
co-presented “Predicting and 
Preventing Severe Workplace 
Injuries,” a PMA white paper he 
co-wrote, at three conferences 
across the country.

Ornamental iron worker 
Andrew Jacobs ’91, of 
Northern Cambria, was 
featured in Kaleidoscope the 
Series, a weekly, 30-minute 
magazine show on WATM 
ABC 23 in Johnstown. Andrew 
appeared in Episode 4, “Milk 
and Steel,” which aired in 
November. Past episodes 
are on the website www.
kaleidoscopetheseries.com.

Kurt Crytzer ’85 was promoted to brigadier general on November 22 in a ceremony at MacDill 
Air Force Base, Tampa, Florida. In his nearly 30 years as a Special Forces officer, he has served in 
the continental US and Germany and has commanded at the Detachment, Company, Battalion, 
and Joint Special Operations Task Force levels. He is a veteran of multiple overseas deployments, 
including command of a Special Forces battalion in Baghdad in 2005 and 2006. He also has 
extensive experience in Africa, having served as commander of US Africa Command’s control 
element to counter the Lord’s Resistance Army, operating in Uganda, the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, the Central African Republic, and southern Sudan. Previously, he served as deputy director 
of the Homeland Defense Security Issues Group at the US Army War College in Carlisle. He is 
currently deputy commanding general of Special Operations Command Central at MacDill Air 
Force Base.

Brigadier General Kurt Crytzer on the day of his promotion with, from left, daughter Courtney, 
wife Simone, and son Brandon
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Amy Nartatez Heinl ’91 
was among the recipients 
of the 2013 Most Powerful 
and Influential Women 
award at the National 
Diversity and Leadership 
Conference in September 
at California University of 
Pennsylvania. Presenting 
the award was Colin 
Powell, retired general 
and former secretary of 
state, the conference’s 
closing keynote speaker.
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University; Jacque recently 
joined the editorial staff of the 
school’s alumni magazine, 
the Norwich Record. She 
is also managing editor for 
the New Madrid journal of 
contemporary literature. The 
Pallones welcome outreach 
from New England-based 
alumni. They also shared 
current and old photos on the 
Alumni Extra website. 

In a County Commissioners 
Association of Pennsylvania 
competition, Dawn Solomon 
Rager ’94 won a first-place 
award in the print publication 
category for the Cambria 
County Chronicle. Dawn has 
been employed by the county 
since 2012. Archived editions 
of the newsletter are at www.
cambriacountypa.gov.

As environmental solutions 
manager for Office Depot, 
Molly Ray ’94 manages the 
company’s environmental 
program at the corporate level 
and works with customers 
to make environmental 
improvements in their 
supply chain. Originally from 

Pittsburgh, Molly now lives 
in Seattle and earned a degree 
in sustainable business from 
Bainbridge Graduate Institute 
in 2008. She has been working 
in the field more than 10 years, 
previously in the luxury 
hospitality industry. 

A sixth-grade teacher at 
OakLeaf Junior High in 
Orange Park, Florida, David 
Dougherty ’95 recently 
earned a master of education 
in educational leadership 
from American College of 
Education, a leading provider 
of online graduate programs 
for educators. He lives in Saint 
Augustine.

An associate professor of 
English at Northern Kentucky 
University, Donelle Dreese 
M’95, D’99 has two works 
forthcoming: the novel Deep 
River Burning, from WiDo 
Publishing, and a young adult 
novella, Dragonflies in the 
Cowburbs, from Anaphora 

Have you noticed this icon at the end of a class note? It means that more information and often photos 
are available on the IUP Magazine website under Alumni Extra, www.iup.edu/magazine/alumniextra.

Literary Press. Deep River 
Burning is loosely based on 
events surrounding the mine 
fire that turned Centralia, 
Columbia County, into a 
veritable ghost town. Donelle 
is assistant editor of the Journal 
of Kentucky Studies and was a 
semifinalist for the 2013 Louise 
Brogan Award for Artistic Merit 
and Excellence from Trio House 
Press. Learn more at www.
donelledreese.com.

Following his election in 2013, 
Wade Kagarise ’95 recently 
began serving as a judge of the 
Court of Common Pleas of Blair 
County.

Thomas Ogoreuc ’95 recently 
accepted a position as associate 
general counsel within the 
University of Pittsburgh’s Office 
of General Counsel.

Benefits consulting firm 
Sagewell Partners has hired 
Mike Secrist ’95 as director 
of data analytics. Previously 

employed by UPMC Health 
Plan, Mike brings more than 15 
years of analytical, consulting, 
and information technology 
experience to the position. He 
also has worked for Morneau 
Shepell, United Healthcare, and 
Alcoa. 

Beauty Mark, the third poetry 
book by Suzanne Cleary D’96, 
was recently published by 
BkMk Press, of the University 
of Missouri at Kansas City, after 
winning the 2012 John Ciardi 
Prize for Poetry. Suzanne is on 
the core faculty of the low-
residency MFA in Creative 
Writing program of Converse 
College, South Carolina. More 
about the book, including an 
interview with Suzanne about 
Beauty Mark, teaching, and 
Peggy Lee, is on the BkMk Press 
website, www.newletters.org/
bkmk-books.

Five-year-old Colin McCann, 
son of Joe McCann ’96 and 
Lori Berarducci McCann ’96, 
welcomed his new sister, Kiley 
Theresa, in June.

The National Safety Council 
selected Jeff Kozub ’99 
for a 2013 Rising Stars of 
Safety Award, recognizing 
accomplished safety 
professionals under 40. As 
environmental health and 
safety expertise manager of 
the Personal Safety Expertise 
Center, Jeff provides personal 
safety support to a number of 
sites in North America. While 
he was a chemical plant EHS 
manager from 2007 to 2011, the 
plant experienced its lowest 
injury rate since opening in 
1920. Jeff is married to Kristen 
Riscinto Kozub ’99. 

Michael Pierick M’99 was 
named vice president for 
finance and administration 
at Northeastern Illinois 
University. NEIU has 11,000 
students, and its main 
campus is in the North Park 
neighborhood of Chicago. 

Michael previously served 
as assistant campus dean for 
administration and finance at 
the University of Wisconsin-
Rock County.

2000s
Keith Grubbs ’01 accepted a 
position as health and physical 
education teacher at Lakeview 
Middle School in Cortland, 
Ohio. His wife, Heather 
Gleisner Grubbs ’01, is writer/
editor in the Development 

ARRIVAlS
1990s
To Joe McCann ’96 and Lori 
Berarducci McCann ’96, a 
daughter, Kiley Theresa, June 
24, 2013. To Jason Berringer 
’98, M’04 and Shawna 
Berringer, a son, Jaxen Doyle, 
November 4, 2013.

2000s 
To Paige Honeywell Kress 
’01, M’02 and William 
Kress, a son, Roman James, 
November 21, 2013. To Staci 
Wisniewski McGill ’02, 
M’03 and Brian McGill, a 
son, Aidan Richard, April 23, 
2013. To Jennifer Jablonski 
Riley ’02, M’09 and Mark 
Riley, a son, Bryce William, 
December 8, 2013. To Scott 
Byrom ’04 and Melanie 
Byrom, a son, Logan Reed, 
August 3, 2013. To Heather 

Brien Lauter ’06 and Ryan 
Lauter ’06, a daughter, 
Alexandra Marion, December 
24, 2013. To Jessica Wagner 
Heming ’07 and Nicholas 
Heming, a daughter, Gracie 
Lynn, September 25, 2013. To 
Heather Brunetta Redinger 
M’07 and Todd Redinger, a 
daughter, Taylor Olivia, October 
17, 2013.

Tim Lambert ’92 recently 
received his fourth National 
Edward R. Murrow Award for 
Broadcast Excellence from the 
Radio Television Digital News 
Association. He was honored 
in the writing category, small 
market radio, for a story about 
the dedication of the Major 
Richard Winters leadership 
statue on the 69th anniversary 
of D-Day. Tim traveled to 
Normandy, France, for the 
ceremony. Winters is known 
for his leadership of the Band of 
Brothers, subject of the book by 
Stephen Ambrose and the HBO 
miniseries of the same name.

Florida resident Shawn 
Fornari ’93 earned his 
doctorate in management 
(organizational leadership) 
from the University of Phoenix 
in January. Shawn is a special 
projects consultant for Glo-
Town Films.

Nathan Mercer ’93, of 
Cranberry Township, recently 
published his first book, How 
the Tortoise Became Fast: A 
Fable to Follow to Achieve 
Your Goals. Nathan taught in 
public schools for seven years, 
managed an auto dealership for 
nine, spent a year as a mortgage 
broker, and is now a personal 
development trainer. He is also 
a veteran of Operation Desert 
Storm, having served with the 
US Marine Corps. His book 
is available through major 
retailers.

A sociology professor at St. 
Bonaventure University 
in New York, William 
Elenchin M’94 has a new 
book, Happy without the Meal: 
Reflections from Catholic 
Faith and Reason, published 
by Wipf and Stock. The book 
explores the paradox of how 
society’s dependence on 
overconsumption is often 
accompanied by a growing 
sense of sadness. Read more on 
the publisher’s website, www.
wipfandstock.com. 

Jacque Day Pallone ’94 and 
Art Pallone M’95 describe 
themselves as “alive and well, 
working, living, and loving” 
in the Green Mountains of 
Vermont. Art is an assistant 
professor of physics at Norwich 

Known by audiences as Fiidla, Philadelphia-based violinist and 
vocalist Owen Brown M’96 joined Emmy Award-winning tap 
dancer Jason Samuels Smith for a Valentine’s Day performance 
in New York City’s Lincoln Center, in the David Rubenstein 
Atrium. The performance explored the African American 
experience, from the dance and percussion on slave ships 
through the jazz, be-bop, and hip-hop eras. Owen’s quartet was 
to team up with Smith for a second performance in February 
and another in June.

A veteran of the Sun Ra Arkestra, Owen has performed 
alongside artists including Aretha Franklin, Celine Dion, George 
Clinton, Chaka Khan, Mary J. Blige, Patti LaBelle, Paul Anka, 
and Michael Bolton. He has released three recordings, The State 
of Things, Friends, and Why Not Love? and has been part of 
several others as a side man or producer. Adept on numerous 
instruments, Owen also works as an artist developer, voice 
coach, personal trainer, and naturopathic doctor.

Born in London and spending years in New York City, Owen 
came to IUP to study under Stanley Chepaitis, who played a 
mixture of classical and jazz violin. While at IUP, Owen took 
leave to join the pop group Surface for a 14-city tour of Asia.

“All of that happened because of IUP,” he said. “IUP is what 
gave me a jumping point to the next part of my life.”

and Alumni Affairs Division at 
Allegheny College.

A real estate agent with 
Howard Hanna since 2005, 
Michael Bassilios ’02 
celebrated a successful 2013, 
selling 50 homes and more 
than $9 million in volume. 
He was named to the agency’s 
Champions Club in 2012 and 
2013, and last year he was 
the leader in residential sales 
volume in January, March, 
and April and listing units in 

January. A lifelong resident of 
Moon Township, Michael was 
a member of the IUP track and 
field team. Learn more at www.
michaelbassilios.com. 

Cirque performer Beth 
Hinderliter ’02 returned to 
IUP in January to give a master 
class in aerial silks techniques 
for Department of Theater and 
Dance students. Beth, who 
performs under the name 
Contessa, lives and works in 
New York and has traveled the 
world in cirque acts.

Staci Wisniewski ’02, M’03 
married Brian McGill on 
October 4, 2008. See more good 
news for the couple under 
Arrivals. 

Brayden Mark Riley, son of 
Jennifer Jablonski Riley ’02, 
M’09 and her husband, Mark, 
welcomed his new brother, 
Bryce William, in December.

Alcoa Foundation has 
established an IUP scholarship 
in memory of Janell Abbott 
’04, an Alcoa employee who 
died suddenly in 2012. The 
foundation donated $40,000 
to create the Janell Abbott 
Memorial Scholarship, awarded 
last fall to Veronica Caro, of 
Pittsburgh, a chemistry major 
and freshman in the Robert 
E. Cook Honors College. The 
$10,000 annual award is 
renewable up to four years.

The new corporate relations 
manager at New York’s Public 
Theater, Marquez Andrews 
’04 said his focus is on investors 
who support the company’s 
free Shakespeare in the Park 
productions as well as its 
downtown home. Marquez 
acted in Philadelphia before 
moving to New York.

Elaine Berringer ’06 retired 
from IUP in January and was 
looking forward to spending 
more time with grandson Jaxen 
Doyle, born in November to 
Jason Berringer ’98, M’04 
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has been employed in the 
university’s Office of Housing 
and Residence Life for more 
than six years, starting as a 
resident director and now 
serving as assistant director. 
Awarded to one person 
annually based on outstanding 
contributions, this is the 
highest award the university 
grants to a staff member of any 
classification.

When Susan Brunner ’07 
married Zachary Norwood 
’10 in October, the following 
alumni were in the wedding 
party: Jessica Nau Carpenter 
’07, Dana Mazur Mattini 
’10, Jessica Taylor ’09, 
Jaime Bender Senge ’07, 
M’08, Nicholas Shimmel 
’09, David Mattini ’01, and 
Joseph Dippel ’09. Zachary is 
the son of Michele Norwood 
M’92, associate dean of the 
College of Humanities and 
Social Sciences at IUP.

Have you noticed this icon at the end of a class note? It means that more information and often photos 
are available on the IUP Magazine website under Alumni Extra, www.iup.edu/magazine/alumniextra.

1970s
David Patnesky ’79 to Lisa 
House, December 31, 2013.

1980s
Wayne Sherlock ’87 to 
Michelle Hall ’90, October 
18, 2013.

1990s
Kevin Schlanger ’98 to 
Paige Damjanovich, October 
6, 2013. 

WEDDINGS 2000s
Susan Brunner ’07 to 
Zachary Norwood ’10, 
October 26, 2013. Jessica 
Wagner ’07 to Nicholas 
Heming, October 27, 2012.

2010s
Karen Barker ’10 to 
Brandon Turano ’10, 
September 14, 2013. Valerie 
Dutill ’12 to Joseph 
Muckle ’12, May 27, 2012.  
Brittany Ronzio ’12 to 
John Wick ’12,  October 19, 
2013. 

By completing and mailing the form below, you help IUP keep your records up to date and IUP Magazine 
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and his wife, Shawna. Elaine 
worked for the dean of the 
College of Education for five 
years before spending the 
next 21 in the Office of Alumni 
Relations.

Brian Root M’06 was recently 
honored with the President’s 
Distinguished Service Award 
for Staff at the University of 
Pittsburgh at Greensburg.  He 

After eight years as a women’s wear designer for Jones New 
York Signature brand, Sarah Graby-Boris ’03 launched 
a business designing head scarves for women and girls, 
particularly those experiencing hair loss due to cancer 
treatments, alopecia, or other medical conditions.

The inspiration for her business, Sparkle My Head Scarves, came 
from her aunt’s frustration with the lack of comfortable, stylish 
head scarves while she was undergoing cancer treatment in 
2009. Sarah began designing scarves using soft T-shirt fabrics 
with hand-sewn, sparkling embellishments she selected from 
the Fashion District in New York City. Although her aunt is 
now cancer-free, Sarah continues to design the scarves “for all 
of the women out there who still want to sparkle as they go 
through treatments. My motto is, ‘Don’t let anything take away 
your sparkle.’” 

The scarves are now available in boutiques and hospital 
gift shops across New York, in Dallas, Texas, and at Smilow 
Cancer Hospital at Yale-New Haven and Penn State Hershey 
Medical Center. Sarah has appeared at numerous events 
benefiting breast cancer awareness, and her business has 
grown to include head bands as well. Learn more at www.
sparklemyheadscarves.com.

An MFA candidate in filmmaking at New York University’s 
Tisch School of the Arts, Natalia Kaniasty ’08 returned to her 
hometown of Indiana last fall to film her pre-thesis project, a 
short film called Home Range. It is the story of Bobby Novak, 
played by Brett Mack ’05, a soldier who returns home after 
serving in Iraq and Afghanistan and finds himself struggling to 
adjust to civilian life and reassimilate into his community. He 
reaches an emotional crossroads at the start of hunting season 
and, as Natalia explained, must decide if reconnecting with 
the old tradition and old friends will “push him back or set him 
free.” 

She said the film was inspired by Michael Cimino’s 1978 
film The Deer Hunter, but she wrote it specifically with her 
hometown in mind. She hopes it will encourage communities 
to help soldiers as they return home, often experiencing 
difficulties ranging from unemployment to psychological 
problems. “I wanted to honor their lives and tell their stories,” 
she said. “Community support is crucial to the recovery and to 
the respectful transition of our veterans.”

Natalia recently raised more than $10,000 on the fund-
raising website Indiegogo to support her film, now in the 
postproduction phase. She expects to hold a public screening in 
New York in May and in Indiana next fall.

A graduate of the Robert E. Cook Honors College, Natalia 
became involved with Pittsburgh Filmmakers after earning 
her degrees in theater and psychology. While working as a 
program assistant in the Education Department at the John F. 
Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in Washington, DC, she 
decided to apply to film school. Her focus at Tisch is writing and 
directing. The League of American 

Orchestras chose Rebecca 
Zabinski ’06 and Jennifer 
Barton ’10 as two of the seven 
orchestra administrators who 
will benefit from learning 
and mentoring opportunities 
offered through the Emerging 
Leaders Program. Rebecca, who 
studied vocal performance 
at IUP, is artistic associate 
at the Houston Symphony. 
She lives in Houston with 
her husband, Steven Brown. 
Jennifer, individual giving 

Sarah Graby-Boris with her Sparkle My Head Scarves creations

Natalia Kaniasty and Brett Mack, center, with the crew at the 
end of the shoot

manager of the Jacksonville 
(Florida) Symphony Orchestra, 
studied piano at IUP and was 
a member of the Robert E. Cook 
Honors College. 

Jason Heckman ’08 was 
named a solutions architect for 
Pittsburgh-based Elias/Savion 
Advertising. Part of the digital 
team, Jason is a system architect 
for all networks and a technical 
liaison. Previously, Jason 
founded the digital and media 
production firm Quasidigital, 

and he managed an array of 
servers and helped to build a 
social networking platform for 
the University of Pittsburgh. 
Jason is a collector, inventor, 
and photographer whose 
work can be viewed at www.
jasonheckman.com.

2010s
Membership director of 
the Huntingdon County 
Chamber of Commerce, David 
Baer M’10 was named to 
Pennsylvania Business 
Central’s Foremost under 
40, a list of successful, young 
professionals. In addition 
to serving his hometown 
chamber, he is an English 
instructor at Pennsylvania 
Highlands Community College.

The Mindful Way to Study: 
Dancing with Your Books, 
by Jake Gibbs, IUP professor 
emeritus of criminology, and 
Roddy Gibbs ’11, a graduate 
of the Honors Program in 
Psychology, was recently 
published by O’Connor Press. 
In their book, the authors blend 
research and stories to help 
readers learn mindfulness, 
the practice of bringing full 
awareness to the present 
moment, and enjoy it. The 
book is available through 
major retailers. Learn more at 
mindfulwaytostudy.com.

Kyle MacDonald M’11 was 
named assistant director of 
graduate admissions at the 
Boston University School of 
Management. Previously, 
he was assistant director of 
undergraduate admission at 
Boston’s Emerson College.



Since earning their degrees in geoscience in 2011, 
Daniel Saftner and Mark Smith founded 
Macroscopic Solutions, a company that focuses on 
technology used to produce detailed images of tiny 
subjects. Their product, the Macropod, provides an 
automated image-stacking solution that compiles 
roughly 500 single-frame photographs into one clear, 
high-resolution, two- or three-dimensional image. 
Portable and easy to use, the Macropod is targeted 
mainly toward scientists.

“We wanted to find a way to contribute to the 
scientific community and to the world,” Daniel said. 
“We always knew that breakthroughs in research 
would be the most likely way to make our mark, but 
eventually we realized that we had the chance to 
enhance scientific research by providing researchers 
with our imaging technology.”

Earlier this year, Daniel and Mark launched the 
Macropod on the Kickstarter website, a funding 
platform for creative projects. They also plan to exhibit 
the Macropod at conventions that attract scientists 
from multiple disciplines. Macroscopic Solutions is 
based in Coventry, Connecticut. 

DEATHS
1932: Helen Kelley Evans
1934: Margaret Wiggins 
Thornton
1937: Winifred Barr Ellsworth
1939: Alice Munger Leary
1942: Isabelle Barnard Logan
1943: Mildred Marsteller Weir
1944: Doris Hysong Anderson
1945: Isabel Smith Lucas
1946: Mary Doak Holby
1949: William Decock, Patricia 
Godfrey Gerard
1950: Donald Albanito, Pietro 
Colpo, Richard Strawcutter*, 
Ruth Adamson Zilhaver
1951: Ruth Anderson*
1952: Betty Barbour Tilton
1953: Grace Raney Bobby, 
James Lauffer, Lois Daniels 
McGinley, Elizabeth Stewart 
Pearson, Richard Thompson
1955: Jane Logan Abplanalp, 
Nancy Bier Davis, Barry Moore
1956: Dorothy Alberter 
Hamilton, Ann Pokos Kogut, 
Richard Napolitan, Robert 
Rhoades
1957: Charles Miller Jr.
1958: John Berkes, Eleanor 
Snyder Caylor, Samuel 
Johnston, Fred Phillips
1959: Mary Harbrant Thomas
1960: Neil Justice
1961: William Carlson, 

Kenneth Elkin, Franklin 
Garland
1962: Ronald Anderson, Leila 
Bishop, Dorcas Moore Hanko, 
Theodore Holtz
1963: Charlene Lowrey, Judith 
Skubis
1964: Robert Craig (M), Larry 
Kuty
1965: Beverly Meyer, John 
Rhodes
1966: Edward Cessna, Janet 
Kapp Gottardi, Richard 
Pegnetter Jr.
1968: Barbara Lowe Coles, 
Jonell Logan Hoenstine 
Lenglet*, Randall Tost
1969: Fred Chase, Frederick 
Gebhardt Jr., Randall Luther, 
Lawrence Pfrogner, Wilfred 
Pote, Janet Koch Simpson
1971: Leeda Greenlee Crum
1972: Maureen O’Shea, Penny 
Reed Pingley
1973: Marvin Goslin, Karen 
Moran, Mark Mraz
1974: Larry Kiefer, Andrea 
Turnsek Lambert, Mark Sanzi
1975: Annette Shaulis Barkman 
(M), James Podolinski
1977: Randall Mikesell, John 
Sluk
1978: Constance Ostergaard 
Wenning
1980: Ross Pavlik, Dennis 
Shreffler
1981: Shelia Barnes, Ed 
Wuchina

WWW.IUP.EDU/MAGAZINE36

1983: Bethe Neal
1984: Gary Chmara, William 
Stahlman
1985: Morgan Foster Reade-
Owens
1986: Anthony Dettore, 
Michael Karmazyn
1988: Melissa Piper, Georgean 
Seese, Catherine Stelbotsky 
Willett
1990: Leslie Manges
1992: Kriemhilde Munz
1994: Heidi Putman (M), 
Marian Hassell Whitson (D)
1995: Donald Brown (D), 
Marjorie Smith (M)
1997: Justine Bowser (CA)
1999: Sabrina Burnheimer, 
Samantha Rodriguez
2000: Jill Bodek
2001: Rosanne Halapin (CA), 
Karli Kapolka
2006: David Curley (M)
2010: Lori Nesbit Trombetta

*current or former faculty member, 
staff member, or administrator

Note: In cases in which more than 
one IUP degree was earned, the year 
of only the first degree is indicated. 
Deaths of faculty members are 
reported in the Mentors section of 
this issue. 

Other Deaths
Sharese Brunson, a freshman 
majoring in political science, 
died December 18, 2013.

Fred Dakak, who retired as 
dean of Admissions in June 
1993 with 24 years of service, 
after which he achieved 
emeritus status, died December 
30, 2013.

David DeCoster, who was 
vice president for Student 
Affairs from 1985 to 1994 and 
then a faculty member in 
the Student Affairs in Higher 
Education Department until his 
retirement in 1999, died October 
29, 2013.

Joseph Lutz, a junior majoring 
in management information 
systems, died November 9, 2013.

Nancy Noker, who retired 
in June 1997 after 35 years as 
switchboard operator, died 
January 10, 2014. 

Thomas O’Brien, who retired 
as director of the Vocational 
Personnel Preparation Center 
in June 2003 after 25 years of 
service, died October 27, 2013.

Andrew Vernau, a freshman 
majoring in criminology, died 
October 17, 2013.

A teacher his entire career, Edward Sims 
understands the value of different perspectives.

After his graduation from Indiana State Teachers 
College in 1953, he became a music teacher in 
the public schools and taught all grade levels. 
His popularity was such that upon his departure 
for a college-level teaching position, the 
students at his high school paraded him around 
the school grounds on their shoulders. 

When he joined the faculty at Slippery Rock, 
he immediately recognized he needed a new 
perspective: “The subject matter on the college 
level is vastly different,” he said. It prompted 
his pursuit of a doctoral degree, which he 
completed at the University of Michigan.

This experience and a lifetime of teaching 
inspired his commitment to IUP.

Sims has included in his estate plans a million-
dollar provision that will allow IUP to bring to 
campus high-profile, high-caliber musicians and 
composers for extended visits.

His intention is to provide IUP students with new 
perspectives.

“Students need a look at the outside world,” he 
said. “A program like this would bring a world-
class experience straight to the students at their 
own campus. They need this kind of experience. 
After all, when they graduate, they will be going 
out and taking over the world.”

Ed Sims ’53 in his home. He retired as chair of the music 
department at Slippery Rock University in 1993.

If you would like to discuss ways to enhance the 
student experience at IUP, contact Evan Bohnen, 
associate vice president for Development,  
at 724-357-2324.

loST AND 
FoUND
During a chance meeting 
at a charity event, Sandra 
Hassenpflug Loskill ’64 
and Janet Davis Kiser ’65 
discovered they both attended 
Indiana State College and 
were in the same program, 
Home Economics. Sandy lived 
on campus; Janet commuted 
from Homer City. Now living 
in northeast Washington 
state, they are interested in 
finding other alumni in the 
area (of their era and others) 
to get together for a spring 
brunch. They define their 
area as Spokane in northeast 
Washington, Coeur d’Alene 
and Sandpoint in northern 
Idaho, and points beyond. They 
can be reached via e-mail at 
hloskill@yahoo.com or jdkl.
lambarth43@gmail.com.

Macropod image of a robber fly
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Wacky dress was encouraged for “Silent Night” at the February 15 men’s basketball game against Gannon. The crowd is to remain silent until 
the home team scores 10 points. Despite a record crowd, the men’s and women’s teams fell to the Golden Knights.

BREAKING THEIR SILENCE
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