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On the Treetops
From the roof of Weyandt Hall, university 
photographer Keith Boyer captured this bird’s-eye 
view of the Oak Grove’s north side, bordered by 
Oakland Avenue on the right.
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Members of the campus 
community, including President 
Michael Driscoll, talk about 
the challenges IUP and other 
universities face with excessive 
partying and what they’re doing 
to combat it.

The women’s rugby club lacked 
a coach, visibility, and the funds 
to go to the national tournament, 
but its title run was the stuff 
Hollywood movies are made of.

For more than 20 years, 
alumnus Rick McMaster has 
shared his passion for science 
with hundreds of thousands of 
children in central Texas.

The IUP Alumni Association 
presented its highest honor to 
10 alumni in fields ranging from 
the arts and culinary arts to the 
military and television and film 
production.
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COVER: The party culture at college campuses across the nation is marked by excess  both in the 
quantity and in the alcohol content of the drinks consumed. See story on page 8. Photograph by 
Keith Boyer.

ABOVE, LEFT: Jami Marsicano and the women’s rugby club had a gallant run to the Final Four in 
California. Photograph by Amanda Capoferri

ABOVE: The baseball team’s Ryan Uhl was on deck as IUP faced Gannon on April 18.
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FRONTDOOR FACTS, FIGURES, SHORT SUBJECTS, QUICK TAKES

For more than 30 years, the Health and 
Physical Education Department—now 
Kinesiology, Health, and Sport Science—
has run the Children’s Physical Activity 
Camp under varying names for students 
ages 5 to 12. Eugene Lepley M’60 started 
the day camp, now coordinated by Ron 
Trenney ’84 with help from six to eight 
students or recent graduates. In addition to 
offering children a full plate of activities, 
the camp acts as a lab, giving IUP students 
hands-on experience teaching health, 
physical activity, and swimming, Trenney 
said. For campers, the lawn in front of Zink 
Hall often doubles as a playing field.

The Upward Bound Math and Science 
Program at IUP aims to strengthen the 
math and science skills of low income 
and potentially first-generation college 
students. Now in its seventh year, the 
program includes a five-week summer 
experience in which Indiana County 
students in grades 9-12 take classes and stay 
on campus. The program is funded by the 
US Department of Education, with Calvin 
Masilela and Hilary Staples ’98, M’02, D’14 
as principal investigators. As part of biology 
faculty member Holly Travis’s field science 
class, students worked on a green roof 
project atop Weyandt Hall.

Footlight Players is a summer theater-
for-youth program founded in 2004 by 
theater professor Brian Jones and then-
student Zac Campbell ’05. Funded in part 
by the Pennsylvania Council on the Arts 
and the United Way, this four-week day 
camp culminates in a festival of plays, 
and campers learn about costume and set 
design, dance, and playwriting along the 
way. Each summer, several students and 
alumni assist Nick Hrutkay ’11, producing 
director (shown working with the cast of 
Bunnicula: The Musical), and Jones, the 
executive director, in running the camp. 
Alumni who helped this year were Brett 
Mack ’05, Samantha Fabiani ’11, Kyle Hawk 
’14, and Derrick Shane ’14.

Since 2009, the Pittsburgh Promise Plus 
program, funded through a grant from 
the Heinz Endowments to the College of 
Education and Educational Technology, 
has allowed students in the Pittsburgh 
Public Schools to experience life at IUP. 
It includes a weeklong summer program, 
run by Melvin Jenkins M’92, for high 
school juniors and seniors. This summer’s 
program was a math-intensive workshop 
led by Francisco Alarcón (pictured), with 
help from Celeste Catalano and four other 
undergraduates.

Cool Summer
Each summer, the campus is home to a number of activities that offer learning 
opportunities to students from elementary through high school while giving valuable 
experience to IUP student helpers. In addition to the programs pictured here, IUP 
hosts the Cook Honors College’s Summer Honors Program, which gives high school 
students a taste of being in the honors college, and camps focusing on sports, robotics, 
two-dimensional gaming, electro-optics, drum major skills, and more.
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concerned with their mastery of 
material.

Sue Rieg, Professional Studies 
in Education, received the 
award for service. Rieg has 
a record of 
actively 
supporting 
students as 
they prepare 
for teaching 
exams, 
develop their 
dissertations, 
and seek 
financial support. She has 
mentored new and non-
promoted faculty members as 
they prepared for evaluations 
and, as department chair, 
has worked to align faculty 
teaching with area of expertise 
and research interest. m

Shundong Bi, Department of 
Biology, received the award 
for research. Bi’s work focuses 
on the 
morphology, 
systematics, 
and functional 
anatomy of 
mammals. In 
the last five 
years, he has 
published 
12 papers in peer-reviewed 
journals, including a paper 
in the journal Nature that 
places the origin of mammals 
50 million years earlier than 
scientists had previously 
thought.

Kevin Eisensmith ’78, 
Department of Music, received 
the award for creative arts. 
Eisensmith 
has performed 
and taught 
around the 
world while 
remaining 
active in 
regional 
orchestras as 
well. He has published more 
than 50 articles in magazines 
and journals and has been part 
of more than 30 recordings. A 
member of the International 
Trumpet Guild since 1977, he 
recently received the guild’s 
Award of Merit, a lifetime 
achievement award that only 
34 others have attained.

Ajawad Haija, Department 
of Physics, received the award 
for teaching. Haija twice was 
invited to 
speak for the 
National 
Youth Science 
Foundation. 
He reviews 
physics 
textbook 
chapters 
for major publishing houses 
and is coauthor of Essential 
Physics and Classical Physics, 
a textbook in Arabic. Students 
have recognized Haija for 
being highly accessible and 

that class—it was the best combination of 
learning and fun that I’ve ever had.

Over the next three years, we would see 
each other on campus and smile and 
wave, but our paths never really crossed, 
since I was an accounting major. Then, in 
the spring of 1987, I was taking a shortcut 
through Weyandt Hall during a rainstorm 
and passed Mr. Strawcutter’s office. “Hey, 
Rick, aren’t you going to say hello?” he 
called out, and I stopped and went back 
(how did he remember my name?). He was 
cleaning out his office, days from retirement, 
and I told him that he couldn’t retire, that 
there were incoming freshmen who were 
going to need him. He told me that since 
I was leaving, he could, too. We probably 
spent a half-hour just talking before I had 
to go.

So, when I received my latest IUP Magazine 
and read that Mr. Strawcutter had died, I 
got a little emotional. He was not only an 
amazing teacher, he was a fantastic person, 
too. We need more like him. May he rest in 
peace.

Rick Steer ’87
Westbrook, ME

Keeping Track
When I saw your “Fleet Feet” photo [IUP 
Magazine, Spring 2014], I immediately 
identified my father, Cecil Clark Willis [’61], 
far right in the picture, who ran track at IUP.  
My father has since passed, but my mother 
is verifying the dates that he attended IUP.
We got a kick out of the photo, as all of my 
siblings, Lauren Willis Prepelka [’92] and 
Grant Willis [’99], graduated from IUP.

Kelly Willis Konz ’90
Potomac, MD  
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Editor’s Note: Other track members 
identified in the photo are Richard 
Bigley ’63, second from left; William 
(Jeff) Sechrist ’64, third from left; and 
Tom Heilman ’63, second from right. 
The alumni who recognized them and 
contacted IUP archivist Harrison Wick 
include Sylvia Kuras ’63, Ray Martin ’63, 
Richard Pavlin ’65, Vern Reamer ’63, 
M’69, and Larry Vosovic ’64. 

LETTERS
Memories Shared
I enjoyed the reminiscences of Dorothy 
Jakovac Wratcher ’53 in her letter, 
“Memories on File,” in the Spring issue of 
the IUP Magazine. Several of the professors 
mentioned I had also, and the article 
brought back many pleasant memories.

Eugene Seelye ’56
Wellsboro

Amazing Teacher, 
Fantastic Person
In the fall of 1983, I was an overwhelmed 
freshman at IUP, unsure of whether I was 
even college material. The one time each 
week that I looked forward to, though, was 
biology lab. My biology professor did not 
teach the lab; it was taught by Mr. Richard 
Strawcutter. He had the ability to make 
complicated subjects understandable, used 
humor to drive important points home, and 
most of all, was infinitely approachable and 
friendly. When it came time to schedule 
my Biology II class for the spring of 1984, 
I convinced all of my friends who were 
taking biology to take Mr. Strawcutter’s 
class with me. Some of us still talk about 

Tennis Royalty  
The Lively Arts at 
IUP welcomed Billie 
Jean King to campus in 
March for the Ideas and 
Issues lecture. King told 
the audience that, at age 11, 
she knew she wanted to be 
the number-one tennis player in 
the world. A year later, she decided 
if she reached that goal, she would make 
equality between women and men her 
platform. She succeeded on both fronts.

After a career marked by 39 Grand Slam wins, King 
became commissioner of the co-ed World Team 
Tennis. She is also remembered for her Battle of the 
Sexes victory over Bobby Riggs in 1973. King said she 
turned down Riggs’s challenges numerous times, and he 
went on to play Margaret Court and won. “So then I had 
to play,” she said.

King also shared that her longtime friend Elton John wrote 
“Philadelphia Freedom” for her, naming the song after her 
tennis team. m

Distinguished University 
Professor
Psychology professor Krzysztof 
(Krys) Kaniasty is the 
Distinguished University 
Professor for 2014-15. IUP 
honors one faculty member 
each year with this lifetime title 
based on outstanding teaching, 
research, and scholarly activity 
and service. Kaniasty is perhaps 
the foremost authority on post-
disaster social support. He has 
conducted and collaborated 
on large-scale studies around 
the world investigating social 
support exchanges, individual 
and communal coping, and 
psychological well-being 
following natural disasters 
and other major stressors. 
President of the Stress and 
Anxiety Research Society, he 
received the society’s Lifetime 
Career Award in 2011. During 
his tenure as Distinguished 
University Professor, Kaniasty 
plans to explore the question, 
“When is social support actually 
helpful?” a project that will lay 
the groundwork for a series of 
articles or a book examining the 
complexities of social support 
processes. He hopes to prepare a 
set of explicit recommendations 
for helping people in crises.

Distinguished Faculty 
Awards
The University Senate 
presented four Distinguished 
Faculty Awards in May:

Faculty Deaths

Alma Bagley Kazmer 
’47, professor emerita 
and former chair of the 
Department of Home 
Economics and Child 
Development, died March 
1, 2014. She retired in 1985 
after 23 years of service.

Eva Vouklizas, a Music 
Department faculty 
member from 1967 until 
her retirement in 1994, died 
April 1, 2014.

Dennis Whitson, 
professor emeritus and 
former chair of the 
Department of Physics, 
died May 3, 2014. He retired 
in 2003 after 34 years of 
service. 

MENTORS

Mary Jalongo, of the Department of Professional Studies 
in Education, is working with the Children’s Television 
Workshop as a content advisor for Sesame Street. Her work 
with the show stemmed from a PNC grant to produce a series 
of episodes focused on building vocabulary. In this service 
role, Jalongo critiques drafts of television program scripts, 
mobile apps, and materials provided free to teachers and 
families. “The question I have to answer is, ‘How do you 
explain it to them like they’re five years old?’” she said. Named 
Distinguished University Professor in 1991, Jalongo was also a 
consultant for PBS Boston’s Martha Speaks!
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By Regan Houser

By President 
Michael Driscoll
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Reining In 
the Party

I
magine reading these statistics as you and your rising 
high school senior seek the perfect college fit: 1,825 
student deaths per year at US colleges; 599,000 student 
injuries; 696,000 annual assaults by another student who 
has been drinking; 100,000 students who report having 

been too intoxicated to know if they consented to having sex; and 
3,360,000 students who drive under the influence of alcohol.

Those statistics were published in an August 2013 article titled 
“Party Excess” on Fastweb, a website that high school students 
across America and their parents have used since 1995 to shop 
for colleges and scholarship opportunities. Using the statistics 
from the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism, 
it cautions students to be careful upon arrival on their campus of 
choice, that excessive partying can be dangerous.

Binge drinking and associated behaviors are not a new trend for 
college campuses. IUP Magazine has twice before covered the 
subculture and dangers of excessive student partying. In 1999, 
Robert Ackerman, IUP sociology professor emeritus and founder 
of the Mid-Atlantic Addiction Research and Training Institute, 
shared his insights on why some college students drink to 
excess in “Message in a Bottle.” That article was preceded by one 
published in 1990 called “Who Cheers for Beer?”

Demonstrated by incidents connected to St. Patrick’s Day that 
gained national attention, IUP, like many universities across the 
nation, continues to address this issue, which is complicated and 
exacerbated by the recent phenomenon of social media. A letter 
from an alumnus to the Penn, IUP’s student newspaper, says it all:

 As a teacher of history in a public high school in New Jersey  
 who has always kept a small IUP pennant on his bulletin  
 board, I had to write to tell you how my morning was made  
 today.

 In all three of my morning classes, students came up and  
 asked if they could use the classroom computer, showed me  
 a YouTube video of mindless goons wreaking havoc, then  
 asked, “Isn’t that your college?”

 Yep. Made my day.

The following members of the campus community, closely 
connected to the issues, share their perspectives on the challenge 
universities face.

The Conduct Officer

In the three decades she has worked in the college environment, 
the last 13 years as IUP’s primary administrator overseeing 
student conduct, Kate Linder has seen her share of fallout from 
excessive student partying and was quick to refer to a book called 
Party School: Campus, Crime, and Community.

The book’s author, Karen Weiss, a West Virginia University 
sociology professor, spent years studying party culture. Her 
research concurs with previous research: Most universities that 
find themselves labeled as “party schools” are public or state 
institutions with large undergraduate populations of more than 
10,000. They are situated in isolated towns where the variety of 
available activities is far less than what might be offered in an 
urban setting, and their students live on campus or in nearby 
housing off campus.

Y ou have seen the 
images on the news, 
in social media, 
and in the movie 

theater. Crowds of young 
people clogging a busy street. 
Crazy antics like jumping on 
cars. Excessive consumption of 
alcohol and other drugs. 

Excessive college student 
partying across the nation is a complex problem. At age 18, 
students are legal adults, and part of what they are supposed to 
learn when they go off to college is how to manage their lives 
without their parents and guardians running behind them. It 
is supposed to be a time of experimentation, of personal growth 
by trying new things, and of making mistakes that end up being 
learning opportunities. As a parent, when I sent my kids off to 
college, I wanted them to reach beyond the boundaries we set in 
our household, but that never would have included receiving a 
phone call from one of them, saying, “Dad, I’ve been expelled for 
throwing a party that got out of hand.”

Campuses across the country are plagued by some students who 
take these concepts way too far by conforming to mob mentality, 
putting themselves and innocent bystanders in danger, being 
a nuisance to the host community, and taking a toll on their 
universities’ reputations.

Many people were shocked by these very things, which occurred 
in Indiana last March in connection with St. Patrick’s Day. Alumni 
have told us they are disappointed by what they saw in social 
media venues. Many of our students are appalled and concerned 
for how this kind of behavior affects the worth of their degrees. 
Many Indiana residents are exasperated by what occurred. 

So am I.

Now two years into my presidency, this has been my greatest 
challenge so far, especially because I—and we—are committed to 
providing students a high-quality education in a safe, productive 
environment and preparing the good citizens of tomorrow. Our 
response to this national issue has not been to hide under our 
desks and point fingers or hope another situation like it will not 
occur again. We have the imperative to find solutions, and we are 
acting.

Students who make misguided decisions must come to understand 
that their actions affect many people and their very own future. It 

IUP, Nation’s Colleges Work to Guide 
Students Safely into Adulthood

Taking a Stand, 

Together
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is our job to reinforce appropriate, responsible behavior. We also 
must ensure that students understand the drawbacks of social 
media in these situations—that mass messages mean they can’t 
control who or how many show up at the party and that their 
own future professional reputations may come under scrutiny.

We recently invited the Pennsylvania Emergency Management 
Agency to conduct a review of what occurred in March. PEMA 
officials interacted with a comprehensive list of stakeholders, 
from law enforcement and elected officials to landlords and 
business owners—and, of course, members of IUP’s staff. 
This reflects my belief that everyone needs to work together. 
Stakeholders at our May briefing on the review’s results 
concluded that we must all work more closely together to 
combat excessive drinking and its consequences. As a result, we 
established a leadership task force that will continue meeting.

For years, IUP’s Student Conduct office has received from 
local law enforcement incident reports for students who are 
cited off campus. Those students are placed in the university’s 
adjudication system and face fines and other measures 
sanctioned by the university, in addition to the consequences 
they face in the off-campus court system. In May, the 
university’s Council of Trustees voted to significantly increase 
student conduct fines. 

IUP always has collaborated with off-campus law enforcement 
agencies, and we will seek ways to enhance our working 
relationship.

Enforcement alone, even with the addition of well-coordinated 
new tactics, will not be enough, however. We will strategically 
create a framework for continuous prevention as well as 
continue practices we know are effective. I’ve been impressed 
with the work our campus community has done in terms of 
peer education and other programming—for example, the 
PartySmart program. Piloted by our Center for Student Life 
last spring, PartySmart brought more than 100 students in 
direct contact with local officials to learn about ordinances and 
consequences. Still, there is more to do, and we will continue to 
work closely with the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board, other 
agencies, and students to plan and refine. 

We know our action plan will include additional education, 
activities, preparation, and enforcement. We know it will be 
defined by an inclusive group of stakeholders working together, 
it will draw from best practices employed by others, and it will 
build on the work we already are doing. 

Kate Linder’s words in the accompanying article, “Reining in 
the Party,” are true and worth repeating. Combatting this issue 
here and everywhere else will take action and messages from 
many people—parents, the university, the community, alumni, 
and, most of all, students themselves. m

“[The book] made me consider things in a different way,” Linder 
said. “For my colleagues at other schools and throughout my tenure 
here, drugs and alcohol have been present and have been the 
predominant behavior issue. In that sense, not a lot has changed.”

Linder explained that 8 to 12 percent of students in a given year go 
through the Student Conduct system for violations of all types, from 
noise to underage drinking or more serious crimes. Of those, typically 
more than 75 percent are freshmen, and they are arriving on campus 
with more experience with alcohol and drug use than ever.

In IUP’s case—and in the case of many other universities—
upperclassmen tend to live in high-density housing located within 
walking distance of campus. Freshmen are required to live on 
campus, and the close proximity to the high-density, unsupervised, 
off-campus housing provides easy access to alcohol. 

“Add to that a convenience store next to campus that sells beer, and 
you have a petri dish for excessive partying,” she said.

She also believes that what she sees on IUP’s campus is not out of 
line with what happens in larger society.

“What has changed—and this has been trending for the last several 
years—we’re seeing higher blood alcohol levels for the students 
who come through the conduct system,” she said. “And we’re 
seeing an increase in the importance they place on drinking—that 
it’s now the main attraction for some people. The students whose 
goal is to drink—not to have a couple of drinks to relax but to 
become inebriated and for whom it is a badge of pride to say, ‘I can’t 
remember what I did,’ that’s a very small segment of our population, 
but it’s a segment that can have a very loud voice on social media.”

She referred to social media as a “game changer,” a venue for 
advertising parties and other gatherings that is rapid-fire and difficult 
to control. 

“What makes that even more difficult for us is that it not only tells 
our students where the parties are, it also alerts nonstudents where 
the parties are,” she said.

Of the excessive party culture the country faces, Linder compared it 
to trying to hold back a tsunami.

“I believe students rise to the expectations that are set for them from 
multiple fronts. This is a huge, endemic problem for our culture 
and for our students as a subculture within the larger society. To 
slow it down will take messages from parents. It will take messages 
from the universities. It will take messages from law enforcement. 
Perhaps most powerfully, it will take messages from peers. To impact 
the magnitude of what we’re up against, it will take setting high 
expectations for students from everyone,” Linder said.

The Alcohol and Drug Program Coordinator

Just as Linder oversees the conduct and judicial process at IUP, Ann 
Sesti works in the Center for Health and Well-Being as the director of 
the university’s Alcohol, Tobacco, and Other Drugs Program. She, too, 
says that what she sees in a semester at IUP is similar to what her 
colleagues at other universities experience.

“Universities have been taking an active role [in controlling 
excessive substance use] for a very long time,” she said, explaining 
that over the years, she has had available for her operation grants 
issued by entities such as the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board 
and the US Department of Education for programming at IUP and 
with other universities in Pennsylvania. The grants generally are 
dual focused to include campus law enforcement and educational 
components. Recently, some have added recreational components 
meant to spark culture change.

Among the recreational programs are late-night activities and 
high-end events, such as a casino night during Homecoming that 
attracted more than 500 students.

“Professionals in my field combat misperceptions all the time,” 
Sesti said. “When we ask students about their perceptions of their 
classmates, they’ll describe a very different picture than when you 
ask them to describe their own behaviors.”

Sesti and her colleagues around the country are employing social 
norming campaigns—clarifying what normal drinking behavior 
really is—to try to change culture.

“When they walk into a party, they don’t see the people who are not 
drinking. They see the students who are—and, usually, the ones who 
are drinking are the ones who attract the most attention,” she said. 
“Even our own internal data supports this. The majority of students 
drink three or fewer drinks a week, but the data shows the perception 
is that students drink more.”

Data, Sesti said, also supports that certain social groups are 
susceptible to excessive drinking “because the social norm of that 
group includes alcohol.” Those groups include Greek organizations 
and athletes.

“If you look at the Greek culture, a lot of their functions are centered 
around alcohol and the availability of alcohol,” she said. 

Sesti looks to the media and now social media for perpetuating the 
notion that excessive drinking is what college students are supposed 
to do. 

“When movies show college life, what do they usually portray? They 
portray partying,” she said. “When we talk to students as they arrive 
for orientation to assess the playing field, we ask them, ‘What kinds 
of expectations do you have about college?’ Partying is one of the 
answers we hear most frequently, and when we ask them why they 
think that, they’ll tell us it’s from movies and reality TV, it’s from 
friends and family, and, now, certainly, it’s social media.”

“To impact the magnitude of 
what we’re up against, it will 
take setting high expectations 
for students from everyone.”

“When movies show college life, 
what do they usually portray? 
They portray partying.”

Betsy Chimock Sarneso ’93, M’94, of the Center for Student 
Life, and Michael Driscoll addressed the more than 350 
sorority and fraternity members who picked up trash 
from Indiana’s streets March 9, following the previous 
day’s parties.

Social media has been a “game changer,” IUP officials say, 
both in sensationalizing excessive college drinking and in 
advertising the nearest party.

Kate Linder Ann Sesti

TH
E 

PE
N

N

K
EI

TH
 B

O
YE

R

K
EI

TH
 B

O
YE

R

JA
M

ES
 J

. 
N

ES
TO

R
/T

H
E 

IN
D

IA
N

A
 G

A
Z

ET
TE



WWW.IUP.EDU/MAGAZINE 13WWW.IUP.EDU/MAGAZINE12

Interestingly, Sesti said national statistics show that alcohol 
consumption is down in comparison to previous years. Marijuana 
use has increased among high school students. 

“Anecdotally, I’ll say that while drinking might be down, what 
students are drinking has changed. When I was in college and 
attended a party, what I saw was always pretty much beer. Now, I 
think students are drinking harder substances. 

“When you enter the liquor store now, take a look at all the different 
flavors of vodka that line the shelves—blueberry, banana, cherry. It’s 
clear companies are trying to appeal to younger audiences.”

The Sociologists

Alex Heckert and Christian Vaccaro M’05 both are sociologists. 
Vaccaro is a research associate, and Heckert is associate director of 
the Mid-Atlantic Addiction Research and Training Institute. Heckert, 
who serves as chair of the Sociology Department, was Robert 
Ackerman’s longtime colleague. Vaccaro recently co-organized 
a national conference IUP hosted on community violence and 
trauma.

Both stressed that as sociologists, they observe societal behavior and 
trends, and by sharing certain observations, they do not condone 
behavior but rather explain why certain behaviors might happen.

Neither disputes the substance use statistics Sesti provided nor 
the notion that media and social media sensationalize excessive 
partying, creating the misperception that more students are 
participating.

Heckert contended that students receive conflicting messages about 
what is normal behavior—they can drive at 15, they can vote at 18, 
they can fight in a war at 18, but they legally cannot drink until age 
21.

“The theory of anomie suggests that if you receive mixed messages 
and are confused, you’ll simply just do what’s pleasurable for you. 
We have a lot of competing and confusing messages about alcohol 
in our society,” he said. “I don’t know the polling data on this, but I 
think we’d find that many people would say it’s okay for a 19-year-

old to have a glass of wine with dinner. We have many mixed 
and unclear messages throughout our society. It applies to many 
different behaviors for adolescents.”

When students enter the university environment at age 18, the 
expectation is that they are adults. Vaccaro suggested that many 
students become carried away by their newfound freedom.

“Think about it in the context of the university. University campuses 
generally hold policies of abstinence when it comes to student 
consumption of alcohol. Students aren’t allowed to drink on campus 
and, in fact, can get into trouble walking onto campus having 
consumed alcohol. They aren’t consuming alcohol in the context of 
adult groups, where they might see limits. In the case of off-campus 
house parties, it’s peer groups drinking with peer groups, without the 
benefit of adults who have more experience with consuming alcohol 
responsibly,” Vaccaro said. “They learn from each other.”

Heckert provided additional perspective, referring to sociologist 
Emile Durkheim’s theory on deviance: “Crime and deviance (from 
norms) have a function. One of them is boundaries. When kids grow 
up, they try things. Parents set limits, and kids learn boundaries. 
Deviance, in this case, is kids testing what their boundaries are.

“There’s a tradeoff regarding how much freedom [college campuses] 
must allow,” he said. “The more you allow people to have freedom 
and make choices, the more deviance you might have to tolerate.”

He also compared the attempt to constrain behaviors to a tea kettle 
with a pressure valve. 

“Tolerating a small amount of deviant behavior allows a small 
release of pressure. If you exert too much constraint and there is no 
pressure valve, the more likely the tea kettle is to explode in the form 
of full-scale rebellion.

“The question is, how much rebellion—how much deviance—can 
society tolerate and accept?” he said.

Heckert asserted that while student partying gets attention, it 
probably is not out of line with what happens in larger society, 
noting that many adults are arrested for driving under the influence 
and experience accidents related to substance use.  

We Are 
Not Alone
Universities handle excessive partying in different ways. The 
following is not comprehensive. It is meant to illustrate the 
problem’s depth and the variety of initiatives used to combat it.

Dartmouth College leads the Ivy League in alcohol and 
drug violations, according to a Huffington Post article titled 
“Dartmouth’s Drinking Culture Worships Beer Pong, but Can 
It Be Tamed?” In response to incidents of binge drinking, the 
campus continues to combat the problem through initiatives 
such as BASICS (Brief Alcohol Screening and Intervention for 
College Students), a program developed at the University of 
Washington in the 1990s. Students cited for alcohol-related 
offenses must participate. IUP also uses BASICS.

According to news reports in the Columbus Dispatch, 100 people 
were arrested during a two-day, annual Halloween block party 
in Athens, Ohio, in 2013. The event is not sanctioned by Ohio 
University. Among its countermeasures, the university has 
instituted fines and adjusted its drug and alcohol policy. It also 
has conducted the Party Legal campaign, which, according to 
the university’s website, was introduced in response to unsafe 
behaviors during spring parties that led to arrests, suspensions, 
and expulsions. The campaign encourages students to obey local 
and state laws and be smart, civil, and safe. IUP’s PartySmart 
program is similar in concept.

Just as IUP and its surrounding community have taken a 
collaborative approach, so has Penn State University, but 
with a different strategy. Established more than a decade 
ago, Partnership: Campus and Community United against 
Dangerous Drinking brings together community leaders from 
on and off campus. Among its activities, the group began paying 
establishments not to sell or serve alcohol during State Patty’s 
Day, a spin-off of St. Patrick’s Day.

As Tom Fountaine, State College borough manager, said in an 
article that appeared on Penn State’s website, “The ill effects of 
State Patty’s Day are pervasive, and we’ve been committed to a 
community-wide response. It’s not just a campus problem, it’s 
not just a borough problem, it’s not just a neighborhood problem. 
Only by working together will we bring an end to this.”  

West Virginia MetroNews Network reported that in April 2014, 
West Virginia University and the City of Morgantown hosted a 
town-hall style forum on underage and high-risk drinking with 
support from the US Department of Health and Human Services. 
The article quoted the university’s assistant vice president for 
student wellness: “It’s not that people can’t drink, that’s not what 
we’re talking about. It’s just that, when you do drink, you drink 
responsibly.”

“It’s peer groups drinking 
with peer groups, without the 
benefit of adults who have more 
experience with consuming 
alcohol responsibly. They learn 
from each other.”

“That’s not to say that drinking can’t have some very negative 
consequences,” he said. “If you look at violence, incidences of 
battering, for example, alcohol is certainly a risk factor,” he said. 

“In the context of excessive partying, the more the media 
sensationalize it, the more it creates role models and normalizes it.” 
m

Alex Heckert, left, and Christian Vaccaro
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The party scene—at IUP and colleges across the country—
frequently involves outdoor parties in which throngs of people 
line and even spill out into the streets, creating a nuisance for 
the greater community. Police are shown patrolling the South 
Seventh Street corridor in Indiana during an early celebration 
of St. Patrick’s Day on March 8.

Students cleaned up March 9 
along South Seventh Street.
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F
ew things tell school kids they’re in for an 
unforgettable science lesson like letting them touch 
a Van de Graaff generator and having their hair 
stand on end.

Showing students how to illuminate a pickle like a light bulb 
by running electric current through it is almost guaranteed to 
capture their interest in science.

But getting the mayor of the fourth-largest city in Texas to eat 
a graham cracker that has been frozen in liquid nitrogen—
that’s sure proof Rick McMaster has reached the top echelon of 
volunteer science educators in the United States.

McMaster has shared his passion and expertise in science 
with hundreds of thousands of children in Austin and central 
Texas for more than two decades. It’s a community service role 
he accepted while working for IBM in the early 1990s, after 
he transferred to Austin to work as a microprocessor design 
manager.

McMaster has coupled his science education mission with 
his philosophy of advocating STEM education as a true 
combination of science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics. And, he said, some principles modeled by his IUP 
professors continue to inspire his professional and volunteer 
work.

He couldn’t have chosen a better time to 
grow the community science initiative in 
Austin.

What he took over was a local promotional 
event for National Engineers Week held 
each February since the 1950s. A handful 
of volunteers at IBM, 3M, and Texas 
Instruments put it together, visiting area 
schools and capturing students’ interest in 
science with hands-on demonstrations.

McMaster said he grew the program every 
way he could.

“I tend to be more inclusive than exclusive, 
so I just opened it up to anybody who was 
interested, and we got a lot more people on 
our steering committee.” 

It wasn’t long before they scrapped 
Engineers Week in favor of Central Texas 
Discover Engineering and turned it into 
a year-round program. People from more 
than 60 companies, business groups, 
and universities work on it now, and 
the program reaches an estimated 15,000 
students a year.

This community science growth spurt 
coincided with Austin’s own explosion as a 
corporate technology center. Dell based its 
headquarters in Austin, Hewlett-Packard 
has a center there, and AMD, Applied 
Materials, Google, and Apple all have a 
presence in the area. In a nod to California’s 
technology center nicknamed Silicon 
Valley, Austin’s chamber of commerce has 
begun marketing the area as Silicon Hills.

Leading the outreach program gave 
McMaster a sample of the career he had 
in his sights in 1968, when he graduated 
from Kittanning High School and 
enrolled in what he called the financially 
affordable, academically well-regarded, and 
conveniently located Kittanning campus 
of IUP.

“I started there as a math major, with the 
intent of teaching high school math, but 
there really was only sufficient course 
material at the Kittanning campus for one 
year,” he said. 

He transferred to the Indiana campus for his 
second year and was surprised at what he 
learned when he registered for Physics 101.

“As a math major, I was taking 
transformational geometry, abstract 
algebra, those kinds of things,” he said. “But 
I found that I was learning more math 
in my physics classes than I was really 
understanding in my math classes.

“It was the practical application of math 
that really makes sense.”

McMaster switched his major, loaded his 
schedule with 18 to 21 credits each semester, 
and earned a bachelor of arts in physics 
in 1972. He earned a master of science at 
IUP in 1974. And, he replaced the idea of 
being a math teacher with a concentration 
of studies in low-temperature physics. He 
went on to earn a doctorate in the subject at 
the University of Connecticut in 1980 and 
went to work for IBM in the mid-Hudson 
Valley in New York.

IBM gave McMaster a corporate 
development assignment from 1988 to 1990, 
then offered him the microprocessor design 
management position in a newly formed 
group in Austin.

It was only natural that McMaster relied on 
his low-temperature physics background 
to devise science demonstrations for the 
Discover Engineering programs in the 
schools. And giving demonstrations, rather 
than lessons, has been the key to winning 
over young audiences, he said.

“The thing that gets kids involved is the 
excitement of science, not somebody who is 
just sitting there lecturing to them,” he said. 

And so, for some programs, McMaster 
adopts the persona of Professor Sparky for a 
program called “Microvolts to Megavolts,” 
demonstrating the powers of electricity. 
Kids get to play a Theremin, an instrument 
so sensitive that it changes the pitch and 
volume of the music when someone simply 
puts his or her hands near its antennas.

In that same program, Professor Sparky 
demonstrates the electric pickle. “We 
attach electrodes and put 110 volts of 
power through the pickle, and it lights up,” 
McMaster said. “And it also smells really 
bad!”

Exploring the 

Cold, 

Creating a 

Spark
IBM Retiree Makes 
Science ‘Real’ for Central 
Texas Students

By Chauncey Ross

“The thing that 
gets kids involved 
is the excitement 
of science, not 
somebody who is 
just sitting there 
lecturing to them.”

Rick McMaster, as Dr. Kold, demonstrated what happens after 
eating a graham cracker dunked in liquid nitrogen.

In May, McMaster took on the identity of Dr. Kold to present “How Cold Is 
Cold?” to fifth-graders at Lake Travis Elementary School in Austin, Texas.
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He’s currently working on a newer version, 
the electric Koolickle, in which the pickle 
is marinated for a week in cherry Kool-
Aid, giving it an extraordinary level of 
conductivity—soon to be seen on his 
YouTube channel, he said.

Giving his stage the look of a mad scientist’s 
lab, McMaster, as Professor Sparky, also 
demonstrates a Jacob’s ladder, Wimshurst 
machine, and Van de Graaff generator. Plans 
are in the works, he said, to incorporate a 
Tesla coil and a Cockroft-Walton generator 
into the program.

Other times, he dresses in a lab coat and 
introduces himself as Dr. Kold. In a program 
called “How Cold Is Cold?” McMaster 
uses dry ice and liquid nitrogen for his 
demonstrations of thermodynamics and 
makes a batch of ice cream in less than one 
minute for his grand finale.

For a time, McMaster’s daughter Laura, 
then in elementary school, took on the 
role of Arctic Assistant and helped in the 
demonstrations. McMaster said getting 
Laura involved showed her and other 
students that girls, too, could explore STEM-
related fields as career choices.

And his programs go on.

In one called “A-Mazing Robots,” kids 
learn to effectively write instructions for 
classmates acting as robots to navigate a 
maze and complete some simple tasks.

In his “Science Friday” visits to Lake Point 
Elementary School, where the students 
call him “Rick the Science Guy,” McMaster 
hands out an assortment of household 
materials that kids use to create robot arms 
or puff mobiles, cars they blow on to make 
go.

At the Bullock Texas State History Museum, 
he shows students the scientific aspects of 
events in the exhibits on display.

At every turn, McMaster said, he is 
showing the importance of the STEM 
subjects and helping people to understand 
the real-life ways they are interrelated.

Making that connection is something his 
IUP professors did well, he said.

John Fox, his advisor, demonstrated it 
daily. “He was always very down to earth 
and related what he was teaching to the 
real world,” McMaster said. 

Optics professor Patrick McNamara 
memorably told McMaster’s class why 
the sky is blue. After giving the technical 
explanation, “he wanted to make sure you 
really understood it. He set up a different 
scenario and asked us to determine the 
color of the sky during sunset on Mars,” 
McMaster said. “It was how to take the 
knowledge we gained and apply it to a 
different situation.”

Another physics professor, Dennis Whitson, 
who died this past May, taught about 
nuclear magnetic resonance imaging in the 

early days of the technology. But he applied 
the technique to bone tissue, using NMR in 
the medical field—“taking the basic science 
and trying to find a real-world application 
for it,” McMaster said.

A history professor, Larry Miller, brought 
McMaster into an independent study of 
the technology involved in the Industrial 
Revolution and how it affected society.

“So we studied technology, engineering, and 
science and what they were doing to society 
as we knew it,” he said. “And all of this was 
well before anyone was even thinking 
about the word STEM.”

As an acronym, STEM was first suggested in 
the early 1990s but didn’t become popular 
until around 2005. Today, STEM is becoming 
a household word, McMaster said, and some 
are rightfully suggesting changes such as 
STEAM, STEMM, or other combinations of 
letters as ways to include art, music, or other 
subjects with real-world connections to the 
sciences.

“There is definitely a connection between 
science, technology, engineering, and 
mathematics to other things in the real 
world, things that kids are going to care 
about,” he said. 

For his part, McMaster has combined art 
with science in one of his school programs. 
He demonstrated how mixing certain colors 
of paints or projected lights will produce 
other colors.

And this, he said, is the true underlying 
concept of STEM education.

“What is important is intercommunication 
—that you don’t have the artificial silos 
that people build around themselves where 
they say, ‘I’m the math teacher, don’t come 

talk to me about how we can introduce any 
physics or chemistry or biology into my 
class,’ while indeed there is a tremendous 
amount that the kids who are in those 
math classes could learn in terms of the 
application of math to the sciences and 
engineering.”

Twenty years on, Austin city officials 
have seen fit to honor McMaster for his 
involvement and leadership in the Discover 
Engineering program. Austin Mayor Lee 
Leffingwell and the city council presented 
a distinguished service award to McMaster 
in February, commending “his exemplary 
efforts to promote STEM-related studies and 
careers among our local students.”

McMaster, who suited up for the formalities 
as Dr. Kold, asked Leffingwell to help 
demonstrate the effect of liquid nitrogen 
on a graham cracker that he dunked into it. 
A video of the event appears on the Austin 
city hall website.

Leffingwell took a bite. Frozen to about 
-320°F, the cracker snapped and crumbled, 
and fog came out of Leffingwell’s mouth 
and nose.

The proclamation for McMaster also noted 
his recent retirement. He left IBM on 
December 31, after more than 33 years of 
service.

But there’s no time to be retired.

McMaster has worked with an industry 
group called ISSIP, the International 
Society of Service Innovation Professionals, 
to set up an emeritus program for retiring 
professionals who want to continue in 
community service.

The academic environment has the 
professor emeritus, but industry, for the 
most part, has no equivalent, he said. This 
group provides an environment in which 
they can readily contribute.

“The biggest thing is to encourage ongoing 
membership,” he said, “so we can take 
advantage of the broad experiences that 
people have had in the work environment.”

Curtailing his projects as Dr. Kold, Professor 
Sparky, and Rick the Science Guy doesn’t 
seem to be in the picture for McMaster.

“I think I am working harder now than 
when I worked,” he said. “I look back and 
wonder how I ever actually managed to 
work. I’ve gotten involved in so many other 
things.”

McMaster and his wife, Leslie Chick 
McMaster, a 1974 graduate of IUP, have 
been married more than 40 years. m

STEM Research, Outreach—
an IUP Priority 

T he same collaboration and real-world application of science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics that Rick McMaster reinforces in Texas are also a 
focus of the College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics at IUP.

For three years, a committee has been working to improve and expand undergraduate 
research opportunities in science and math. The reason: Getting students involved in 
actual research helps them to understand what they’re learning in the classroom and 
why. Ultimately, it promotes their academic success and keeps them in science majors, 
according to Deanne Snavely, dean of the college.

“The more they become interested, the harder they’ll work to learn,” she said.

This concept is catching on across the nation, Snavely said, but she discovered it for 
herself as an undergraduate chemistry major at Ohio State University in the 1970s. 
Deciding she wanted to work in a research lab, Snavely approached 12 professors before 
landing a position. She had her own desk in the lab, learned about spectrophotometry 
and atomic absorption, and worked on a research project. 

“I have no idea why [the professor] did that, but he gave me a chance,” she said. “I could 
have been one of the students who didn’t make it—easily.”

The College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics also encourages research that crosses 
STEM fields. Snavely gave the example of a project about understanding human vision 
that involves members of the Psychology, Physics, and Mathematics departments. In 
June, the college launched a networking program in which all students working on 
research projects over the summer get together to share what they’re learning.

While these activities benefit retention, they also showcase for prospective students the 
experiences they could have at IUP, Snavely said.

Students from high schools across the region get an even closer look through the 
university’s STEM outreach efforts, including the Physics Olympics, Visiting Scientist 
Program, and Math Competition, now in its 52nd year. 

Research projects, even before entering college, are another possibility. Last spring, 
Indiana High School student Kylie Horvath received an award at IUP’s ninth annual 
Women in Science, Technology, and Math Program for research she conducted with 
biology professor Tom Simmons. 

Snavely sees these opportunities expanding with the new science and math facility the 
university is planning. “We want it to be this 21st century learning facility, where we 
make it possible for community partners to come in and learn science and get excited 
about the world-class opportunities for students who come to IUP to study science.”

Rick McMaster and his wife, Leslie 
Chick McMaster, outside their home 
in Austin

Austin Mayor Lee Leffingwell 
presented a distinguished 
service award to McMaster 
in February for his more 
than two decades of fostering 
an appreciation of science 
among local students.
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Sigma Sigma Sigma sorority 
will celebrate its 100th 
anniversary next year. 
Harrison Wick, IUP Special 
Collections librarian and 
university archivist, came 
across this photo of the sorority 
from 1971 and wondered if 
readers could identify some 
of the members or share 
memories. Contact Wick by 
e-mail at hwick@iup.edu. He’s 
also interested in acquiring IUP 
memorabilia, photographs, 
scrapbooks, and more. Visit 
www.iup.edu/archives.

AWASH IN MEMORIES

YOUR GIFT TO IUP SCHOLARSHIPS 

MAKES IT HAPPEN.

SOMEDAY, 
HE’LL TREAT 
PATIENTS.

Cody Stewart’s mother died when he was young. His 
father is not in the picture. A few other hardships 
along the way made him realize he wants to practice 
medicine—to be there when people need him.

A biology major, he recognizes he’ll incur a large debt 
while in medical school, so he is trying to keep his 
undergraduate expenses as low as possible. Cody 
works four jobs to make ends meet. He appreciates the 
scholarships he has received—two from IUP, including a 
Dean’s Merit Scholarship.

Someday, Cody could treat you. Your gift to an IUP 
scholarship fund can make that happen.

Learn more about Cody and the power of scholarships at 

www.iup.edu/changelives.
Make a gift today by visiting 

www.iup.edu/giveagift.
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ACHIEVEMENTS

Honoring Service

Terry Dunlap ’81 gave new graduates this advice at the May commencement ceremonies: 
work hard, treat people well, be lifelong learners. It’s simple advice he has executed well. In 
addition to giving the keynote address at the ceremonies, Dunlap, of Pittsburgh, received an 
honorary doctor of public service degree. With Allegheny Technologies since 1983, he has 
served as executive vice president of the ATI Flat Rolled Products Group for the past three 
years. He is also a member of the Foundation for IUP Board of Directors, a recipient of the 
Distinguished Alumni Award, and part of Eberly College’s Hall of Distinction.

President’s Medal 

Sam Smith, speaker of the Pennsylvania House of Representatives and a member of the IUP 
Council of Trustees for 15 years, was awarded the President’s Medal of Distinction for public 
service in April. A state representative for 28 years, Smith is a member of the Punxsutawney 
Area College Trust and a longtime supporter of IUP Punxsutawney. The President’s Medal is 
the highest non-degree award the university presents.

New to the Hall

The Eberly College of Business and Information Technology inducted four alumni into its 
Hall of Distinction during the 36th annual Business Day in April:
 • Patricia Davoren Darnley ’81, president and CEO, Gateway Health Plan
 • Chuck Leyh ’80, chairman, president, and CEO, Enterprise Bank; partner, Kinol, Sharie,  
  Leyh & Associates
 • Daniel Simoni ’94, partner, PricewaterhouseCoopers; Houston marketplace leader
 • Bill Wagner ’75, chairman, president, and CEO, Northwest Bancshares and Northwest  
  Savings Bank

Teaming with Wildlife

The Teaming with Wildlife Coalition presented the Pennsylvania Game Commission and the 
IUP Research Institute with the State Wildlife Action Plan Partnership Award in February. 
The coalition recognized the work of IUP biologists Jeff Larkin and Joe Duchamp, whose 
efforts included preparing more than 18,000 acres to create young forest habitat for golden-
winged warblers and increasing the monitoring of bat populations, surveying for evidence of 
white nose syndrome, and researching new techniques to combat infection. A photo from the 
awards ceremony appears on the IUP Magazine website.

Standing Up to Hazing

HazingPrevention.Org selected Danielle 
Deal, a member of Sigma Kappa sorority 
who graduated in May, as a recipient of the 
2013 Hank Nuwer Anti-hazing Hero Award. 
As vice president of new member education, 
Deal focused on helping new members to 
feel accepted and grow into compassionate 
leaders. 

Safety Best Practices

A student in the MS in Safety Sciences 
program, Richard Barry was appointed 
chair of the technical committee for the 
National Fire Protection Association’s NFPA 
53: Recommended Practice on Materials, 
Equipment, and Systems Used in Oxygen-
Enriched Atmospheres. The document 
addresses safety issues for industries 
working in or with oxygen-enriched 
atmospheres. Barry is vice president of 
safety and technical for Healogics.

New Faculty Emeriti

The following faculty members were 
awarded emeritus/emerita status during 
the spring semester. The number of years 
indicates total service to IUP and may 
include other capacities: Gary Bailey, 
23 years, History; Robert Begg, 28 years, 
and Joseph Bencloski ’64, M’70, 24 
years, Geography and Regional Planning; 
Michael Briggs M’95, 8 years, Sharon 
Sowa, 16 years, and the late John 
Woolcock, 29 years, Chemistry; James 
Cahalan, 29 years, and the late Wendy 
Carse, 21 years, English; Philip Gordon, 32 
years, and Mary Swinker, 34 years, Human 
Development and Environmental Studies; 
Linda Hall D’96, 30 years, Student Affairs 
in Higher Education; Patricia Heilman 
M’83, D’87, 39 years, Journalism; Thomas 
Lord, 23 years, Biology; Clifford Klinger, 
16 years, Culinary Arts; Donald Robertson, 
37 years, Psychology; Daniel Shively, 
50 years, Libraries; Kwasi Yirenkyi, 26 
years, Religious Studies; and Nancy Yost, 
18 years, Special Education and Clinical 
Services. m
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Terry Dunlap, left, with IUP 
President Michael Driscoll
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IN BRIEF
Indiana Hosting Arts Awards
The 2014 Pennsylvania Governor’s Awards 
for the Arts will be held September 28 at 
4:00 p.m. in the IUP Performing Arts Center, 
marking the first time the state arts event 
will take place on a university campus. 
The event was held in Harrisburg from 
1980, its first year, until 1996 and has since 
moved to a different city across the state 
each year. The Pennsylvania Council on the 
Arts administers the awards program. Past 
recipients of the Distinguished Arts Award 
include James Stewart, Marian Anderson, 
Andrew Wyeth, James Michener, Fred 
Rogers, M. Night Shyamalan, and Marilyn 
Horne. Find more information at www.
pagovernorsartsawards2014.org.

Severinsen Joins 25-Year 
Celebration
Doc Severinsen, trumpeter and 30-year 
music director for The Tonight Show 
Starring Johnny Carson, will return to 
IUP as the headliner and season opener 
for the 2014-15 Ovations! series. He will 
perform September 16 at 8:00 p.m. in Fisher 
Auditorium. As part of the 25th anniversary 
celebration of the Lively Arts at IUP, the 
Ovations! series will welcome a number 
of popular acts back to IUP. Severinsen 
performed on campus as the 1985 Helwig 
Distinguished Artist. 

Help for Military Members
IUP opened its Military Resource Center 
in Pratt Hall in January to help veterans 
and members of the military transition 
to college life and succeed academically. 
Cory Shay, who previously worked with 
student veterans at the Community College 
of Allegheny County, started as director 
in May. Dave Sabulsky ’04, Army captain 
and IUP ROTC instructor, was the interim 
director until Shay’s arrival.

Job Matches Made Easy
Since the May commencement ceremonies, 
many of the nearly 2,000 new IUP 
graduates have entered or are seeking entry 
into the work force. IUP officials want to 
make sure alumni are aware of JobGateway, 
a free job-matching system provided by the 
Pennsylvania Department of Labor and 
Industry. JobGateway allows job seekers to 
upload résumés, find job recommendations, 
record job-search activities, and take part 
in video mock interviews they can play 
back and even share with friends for 
advice. Employers are able to post jobs 
and receive detailed information about 
potential candidates. Learn more at www.
jobgateway.pa.gov.m

Milestone 
Generosity

From Stephen Abel ’73, $25,000 to establish an emergency fund 
for veterans as they enroll or return to IUP and await military 
benefits. Abel’s pledge jump-starts a provision in his estate plans 
for the same fund.

From Lorna Milkovich Abernathy ’83, in excess of $57,000 
to the Abernathy Scholars Program in the Eberly College of 
Business and Information Technology

From the Heinz Endowments, $218,000 to continue the 
Pittsburgh Promise Plus program, which provides students in the 
Pittsburgh Public Schools the opportunity to experience college 
life

From Ken Sosnick ’03, $25,000 to establish the Andrew Sosnick 
Memorial Scholarship, which will benefit sophomore and 
junior students from western Pennsylvania enrolled in the 
Eberly College of Business and Information Technology who 
meet academic requirements and demonstrate financial need. 
Preference will be given to students enrolled in the Cook Honors 
College.

IUP received the following gifts of $25,000 or more through the 
Foundation for IUP between January and June. The university 
community thanks all who invest in IUP and its students.

When Jerry Esposito ’66 started 
an ambulance service in 
Punxsutawney in the 1950s, he 
relied on friends and family to 
answer calls. In 1964, when he 
took over the Indiana business 
that would become Citizens’ 
Ambulance Service, he began 
drawing from a far more vast 
pool—the students of Indiana 
State College, soon to be IUP.

Hundreds of IUP students have 
worked for the ambulance 
service in its 50 years of 
operation, officials at Citizens’ 
say. And as they prepare 
to celebrate this golden 
anniversary September 12-14 at 
Chestnut Ridge in Blairsville, 
they hope to bring back as 
many of those former students 
as possible.

Given Esposito’s ties to the 
university, “the student body 
seemed like a natural pipeline” 
for help, his daughter Betsy 
Esposito ’72, M’77 said. Esposito, 
who died in 2003, was a World 
War II veteran and father of 
six when he started his college 
education at the Punxsutawney 
campus; he graduated from IUP 
at age 42.

The current chief operating 
officer, B. J. Pino, said Citizens’ 
has drawn a range of students, 
from those wanting to help 
people while building their 
résumés to those who became 
full-time emergency medical 
services providers to those who 
treated Citizens’ as an important 
step on their path to a related 
role. They have gone on to 
be physicians, nurses, EMS 
directors, university faculty 
members, and more.

According to Pino, the students 
were part of many innovations 
of national impact, such as the 
evolution of the ambulance 
from a hearse-style vehicle 
to a raised-roof, advanced life 
support van. “It was drafted, 
tried, and proved at this 
organization,” he said.

And, David Lindstrom ’70, 
M’74 was project director and 
coauthor of the first National 
Standard Curriculum for 
paramedics. He recently retired 
as senior research associate 
and director of emergency 
preparedness for Penn State’s 
College of Medicine.

In 1970, Lindstrom and Glenn 
Cannon ’71, now director of 
the Pennsylvania Emergency 
Management Agency, took 
the lead in establishing the 
Chi Alpha Sigma fraternity at 
IUP. “The link was completely 
and expressly [Citizens’ 
Ambulance Service], so we 
used the matching Greek letters 
as a back-door homage to the 
organization that brought us all 
together,” Lindstrom said.

That camaraderie and the many 
contributions of the students 
are why the anniversary 
committee, chaired by Dottie 
Postles Staffen ’78, M’81, is 
attempting to bring them back 
for the celebration.

“They need to understand the 
impact they’ve had,” Pino said. 
“Every one was critical to the 
success of the organization.”

For more information, visit 
www.citizens50th.org or 
contact Staffen at dmstaffen@
comcast.net.

Citizens’ Ambulance Marks 50 Years

Celebrating 
Keith School
When the new building 
for the College of 
Humanities and Social 
Sciences is finished next 
year, Keith and Leonard 
halls will be torn down. 
For more than four 
decades—from the ’40s to 
the ’70s—Keith housed the 
campus laboratory school. 
During most of that time, 
kindergartners to 10th 
graders studied there, and 
countless collegians did 
practice teaching.

On October 18, former 
Keith students, student 
teachers, and faculty 
members will gather 
to say goodbye to the 
building. A committee 
of former students, in 
conjunction with the IUP 
Alumni Relations office, 
is planning an on-site 
reunion.

Invitations are being 
mailed to former students 
for whom addresses 
could be obtained. Event 
registration is required. 
Former students and 
student teachers who 
want to register or get 
more information should 
send e-mail to alumni-
relations@iup.edu or call 
800-937-2487. Even those 
who can’t be on campus in 
October are invited to send 
memories to Kathy Rend 
Armstrong, 117 Greenview 
Drive, Indiana, PA 15701.

This Citizens’ Ambulance Service photo, circa 1970, gives an idea of how the company relied 
on IUP students. In front, from left: Jim Woodard ’71, Rich Zelensky ’73, Chuck Sutton ’73, 
Tom Streams, and Richard Bartlett ’69, M’71. In back: Rick Spicher ’72, Gary McGee, David 

Rising ’72, unknown, David Lindstrom ’70, M’74, Cliff Fleming, and Jerry Esposito ’66.

Dorothy Lingenfelter 
’54, M’62 teaching her 
first-grade class at Keith 
School in 1965 From left, Stephen Abel ’73; Rhonda Luckey, IUP vice 

president for Student Affairs; and Michael Oquendo, 
president of the IUP Veterans Organization, at the 
Military Resource Center open house in April
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Ten alumni were 
honored with the 
Distinguished 
Alumni Award 
at a gala in April, 
sponsored by 
the IUP Alumni 
Association. Find 
full stories about 
each recipient 
at www.iup.
edu/alumni/
distinguished. 

Recipient of the Distinguished Alumni 
Award for Service, Sandra Koeppl Barsotti 
’87 has been active with the IUP Alumni 
Association for the last decade. She joined 
the board of directors more than eight 
years ago and currently serves as president. 
Barsotti, of Pittsburgh, has been a marketing 
and communications professional for more 
than 20 years. She joined e-commerce 
services company Digital River as director of 
marketing in 2011 and now serves as director 
of demand generation. Barsotti previously 
ran her own consulting firm, Sandy Koeppl 
Communications. She is also on the board of 
directors for the Foundation for IUP.

After the sale of the oil and gas software 
company she cofounded 14 years earlier, 
Barbara Haas Bridges ’74 set out to find her 
passion. She ended up founding Women+Film, 
a Denver program that showcases films by, 
for, and about women. A philanthropist as 
well as an activist, Bridges has supported 
efforts to improve conditions for women and 
girls around the world. The first winner of 
the PeaceJam Hero Award, Bridges has been 
named among the Girl Scouts of Colorado’s 
Women of Distinction, “21 Leaders of the 21st 
Century” by Women’s eNews, and Colorado’s 
Top Thinkers in Arts and Culture by the 
Denver Post.

L. Edwin Brown M’77, of St. Augustine, 
Florida, retired as executive vice president 
of the American Culinary Federation and 
secretary general of the World Association 
of Chefs Societies. A former professor at the 
Community College of Allegheny County, 
Brown was involved in the creation 
of the American Culinary Federation’s 
apprenticeship training program for cooks 
and pastry cooks and the certification program 
for chefs and pastry chefs. He received the 
Gold Medal of the International Gastronomy 
Festival, the Presidential Medal from the 
Danish Chefs Association, and many other 
international honors. Brown recently donated 
memorabilia and his personal library to the 
IUP Academy of Culinary Arts.

An internationally acclaimed sculptor and 
painter, Peter Calaboyias M’69 has taught 
art at the Pittsburgh Public Schools, Carnegie 
Mellon University, the Community College 
of Allegheny County, and Grove City College, 
where he is currently an artist in residence. 
Calaboyias’s works can be viewed worldwide; 
the best known may be Tribute, a sculpture 
he created for the 1996 Summer Olympics in 
Atlanta that was damaged in the Centennial 
Olympic Park bombing. He also created two 
sculptures for the IUP campus: Atticascape, 
installed in front of Sally B. Johnson Hall in 
1986, and the Shaver Spring Fountain, created 
for the Student Union in 1966.

A colonel in the US Army, Andrew Peters 
’88 is the executive officer to the deputy 
commanding general in the Army Materiel 
Command in Huntsville, Alabama. During his 
25 years of service, Peters was deployed to war 
zones three times and has received numerous 
awards, including Bronze Stars for Operation 
Desert Storm and Operation Iraqi Freedom, the 
Purple Heart, the Meritorious Service Medal, 
and the Legion of Merit Military Award. Peters 
received a master’s degree in national security 
and strategic studies from the National War 
College in Washington, DC, and was an honors 
graduate of the Chemical Officer Basic Training 
Course at Fort McClellan, Alabama. 

Professor and interim chair of the Department 
of Physiology at the David Geffen School 
of Medicine at UCLA, Thomas O’Dell 
’83 studies the biological basis of learning 
and memory and conducts research with 
important implications for Alzheimer’s 
disease, intellectual impairment, and autism. 
O’Dell received a PhD in neuroscience from 
the University of Texas Graduate School 
of Biomedical Sciences and completed 
postgraduate work at the University of 
Maryland School of Medicine and the Howard 
Hughes Medical Institute at Columbia 
University. He has been a Klingenstein Fellow, 
Pew Scholar, and recipient of the National 
Research Service Award from the National 
Institute of Neurological Disorders and Stroke.

Phillip Carrai ’83, of Vienna, Virginia, has 
been president of the Technology and Training 
Solutions Division of Kratos Defense and 
Security Solutions since 2009, previously 
serving as the division’s executive vice 
president. He started his career as a systems 
analyst for Alcoa and held various positions 
in software products, private equity, and 
mobile media businesses while obtaining an 
MBA from Carnegie Mellon University in 
1989. Carrai has been a member of the IUP 
Alumni Association Board of Directors since 
2008 and currently serves as vice president. 
He was inducted into the Eberly College of 
Business and Information Technology Hall of 
Distinction in 2012.

After joining Chicago-based Harpo Productions 
in 1996 as a member of the promotions 
department for The Oprah Winfrey Show, 
Jonathan Sinclair ’90 is now executive vice 
president and executive producer for Harpo 
Studios. In this role, he has produced Oprah’s 
Lifeclass, winner of an Emmy Award in 2013; 
In the Bedroom with Dr. Berman; Iyanla, Fix 
My Life; and the Emmy-nominated Oprah’s 
Master Class, which led to a “finding your 
passion” session he has presented at Illinois 
high schools. Sinclair has received two 
NAACP Image Awards and six Telly Awards 
for his work at Harpo and an IRIS award for a 
children’s show in Dayton, Ohio.

As founding artistic director of the Chesapeake 
Shakespeare Company, Ian Gallanar ’87 has 
grown the company from an annual budget 
of $5,000 in 2002 to $1.2 million in 2014. Last 
season, the company served more than 12,000 
residents of Baltimore with what Gallanar 
describes as “Shakespeare for everyone,” as 
well as educational programming. Gallanar 
has directed more than 120 professional 
productions and has written a number of 
theater-for-youth scripts that have been 
published and produced across the country. 
He previously served as artistic director of 
the Repertory Theater of America, Minnesota 
Shakespeare in the Park, which he founded, 
and the National Theatre for Children.

Theodore Young ’89 has been with 
PricewaterhouseCoopers for 25 years and, 
in March, was appointed deputy tax leader 
of PwC Tax, overseeing all US regions and 
markets. While in Pittsburgh early in his 
career, Young was active in the PwC IUP 
recruiting program. In 1997, he began working 
with PwC tax leadership in Detroit and, 10 
years after graduating from IUP, was admitted 
to the firm’s partnership in Detroit. Young 
became the tax market leader in Detroit and 
later in Greater Chicago, a top US market. 
Before his current position, Young was the 
PwC Midwest Region tax leader, overseeing 14 
key markets from Chicago to Pittsburgh. 

2014
Distinguished

Alumni
Awards
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The induction ceremony 
for the IUP Athletic 
Hall of Fame is an 
annual event, and this 

year’s class includes alumni 
who have reached unparalleled 
heights in their careers and 
left a timeless mark on the 
university and community.

Most important, the athletes 
who will be recognized this fall 
show how deep a talent pool 
the university has created over 
the years. 

The inductees, who will be 
honored with a ceremony at 
the Kovalchick Convention and 
Athletic Complex on September 
27, come from eight varsity 
sports and span five decades.

They are Sue Brecko ’88, 
basketball; Jerry Clark ’69, 
football and baseball; Marissa 
Dugan ’00, softball; the late 
Terry Eisenhute ’69, golf; the 
late Gene Epley ’65, football; 
Pat Imbrogno ’78, football; 
Jack Flavin ’69, baseball; 
Scott Green ’83, track and field; 
Julie Hess ’03, field hockey; 
Ron McNabb ’83, basketball; 
Heather Packard ’99, 
swimming; Nick Pascarella 
’91, football; the late Robert 
Raemore, track and field; 
Sara Raschiatore ’03, M’04, 
cross country and track and 
field; Gregg Schmidt ’78, 
football; Je’Mone Smith ’93, 
M’96, football; and Anthony 
Zambotti ’03, baseball.

The honorary Bell Ringer 
Award will go to Bill Betts for 
his support of IUP athletics.

The induction ceremony begins 
at 10:45 a.m. and is open to the 
public. A luncheon will follow 
at 11:30 a.m. The inductees also 
will be honored at halftime 
of the football game against 
Mercyhurst, which begins at 
4:00 p.m. in Miller Stadium. 
For tickets to the induction 
ceremony, contact Karyl Miller 
at 724-357-2057 or by e-mail at 
karyl.miller@iup.edu.

Spring Recap 
The IUP Athletic Department 
wrapped up another solid 
spring season in May with a 
fourth-place finish in the Dixon 
Trophy standings. The award 
is given out annually to the 
top athletic department in the 
Pennsylvania State Athletic 
Conference. IUP has finished in 
the top half of the Dixon Trophy 
standings every year since 
2000-2001 and has placed in the 
top three five times.

Highlights of the spring 
season included men’s golf, 
as the team advanced all the 
way to the NCAA Division II 
Championships. Senior Zack 
Kempa ’14 led the Crimson 
Hawks to the match-play finals, 
where they lost to top-ranked 
Nova Southeastern (Florida). 
That was quite a run for head 
coach Fred Joseph’s team, 
which finished tied for third at 
the PSAC Championships in the 
fall. At the end of the season, 
Kempa was named PSAC Player 
of the Year for the second 
straight season, Max Kirsch 
was picked as PSAC Freshman 
of the Year, and Kenneth 
Sames was named to the all-
conference team. That trio and 
Jack Owen were named to the 
PING All-Atlantic Region team, 
chosen by the Golf Coaches 
Association of America.

The women’s lacrosse team 
completed its most successful 
season in school history with 
a trip to the PSAC semifinals, 

losing to Mercyhurst. IUP 
ended the campaign with a 
13-5 overall record, which tied 
the school record for wins in a 
season. In addition, the team 
set school marks for goals (293), 
assists (155), and points (448) in 
a season, and Drew Hayden 
(63 goals), Amy Weinberg (53 
assists), and Taylor Norwood 
(46 caused turnovers) set 
individual single-season 
records and were named All-
Americans. Six players earned 
all-conference honors for their 
efforts: Hayden, Norwood, 
Weinberg, Brenna Gallagher, 
Kim Hooven, and Brittney 
Palardy.

After reaching the PSAC 
playoffs, the women’s softball 
team was knocked out in 
the semifinals by California. 
That didn’t end the team’s 

season though. IUP earned a 
spot in the NCAA Division II 
Atlantic Regional tournament, 
bowing out with consecutive 
losses to fellow PSAC teams 
Shippensburg and Mansfield. 
Five players were named to the 
all-conference team: Hannah 
Mercer, Jasa Mitchell, Alexa 
Campbell, Stefanie McCoy, 
and Meghan Carney. Mercer 
was named the PSAC West 
Freshman of the Year. Mitchell, 
who holds several IUP career 
records, set single-season marks 
this spring for home runs (15), 
runs scored (44), and total bases 
(123).

Continuing its steady rise to 
national prominence, the 
women’s tennis team advanced 
to the NCAA Division II 
Championships, falling to 
powerful Barry (Florida), 
the top-ranked team in the 
country. Before that, IUP (19-
10 overall) had fared well in 
the conference and regional 
tournaments, highlighted by 
the play of Tanya Timko, 
who sported a 23-11 record as 
the Crimson Hawks’ number-
one singles player. Timko was 
named the PSAC West Player 
of the Year and was chosen 
for the all-district team. Erika 
Schnaas ’14 also was named to 
the all-PSAC team.

In his ninth year as the 
Crimson Hawks’ baseball 
coach, Jeff Ditch, the school’s 
all-time leader in wins, passed 
the 200-victory marker en route 
to an 18-23 overall mark. The 
season ended on a high note, 
with six wins in IUP’s final 
10 games, but the Crimson 
Hawks missed out on the 
conference playoffs. Outfielder 
Austin Mock was named to 
the all-conference first team, 
and fellow outfielder Hunter 
Bigler was picked for the 
Atlantic Region Gold Glove 
Team. Ditch ended the season 
with 211 career wins.

In track and field, the 
Crimson Hawks had several 

noteworthy performances, 
led by Krista Matsko, who 
earned All-America honors 
in the 400-meter hurdles, 
with a seventh-place finish 
at the NCAA Division II 
Championships in Allendale, 
Michigan. Matsko was named 
to the all-region team and was 
a conference champion in the 
event. Samantha Thompson 
’14 also advanced to the NCAA 
championships and placed 10th 
in the steeplechase. At the end 
of the season, five IUP athletes 
were awarded all-region 
honors: Matsko, Thompson, and 
Katie Koenig on the women’s 
side, and Joe Lynch and 
Victor Costello ’14 from the 
men’s team.

Alumni Notes  
In April at Nap’s Cucina Mia in 
Indiana, members of the IUP 
football community gathered 
to watch clips from the famed 
1968 Boardwalk Bowl against 
Delaware. Among those in 
attendance were Chuck 
Klausing, the coach of that 
team, as well as former head 
coach Frank Cignetti ’60, 
M’65 (1986-2005) and current 
head coach Curt Cignetti. 
Players in attendance included 
Bob Barto ’71, Bob Basehore 
’71, Wally Blucas ’70, M’73, 
Jan Calhoun ’66, Jerry Clark 
’69, Carmine Cortazzo ’70, 
Dale Hall ’69, Charlie Hasse 
’71, Paul Neatrour ’67, M’75, 
Ted Oleson, Bob Strouse ’70, 
and Ray Tomb ’68. A photo 
appears on the IUP Magazine 
website.

Former football player and 
assistant coach Tyrone Dixon 

’86, M’87 was inducted into the 
Beaver County Sports Hall of 
Fame on April 27. After a long 
career as a coach in the college 
and pro ranks, Dixon now runs 
the Homeboys Foundation, 
a nonprofit group that uses 
football to teach life skills to 
inner-city youth in western 
Pennsylvania. When Jim 
Horner ’67 was enshrined into 
the Pennsylvania Wrestling 
Coaches Hall of Fame in 
May, it marked his third such 
honor. The retired high school 
principal is also part of the 
Southwestern Pennsylvania 
Wrestling and WPIAL halls of 
fame for his 35-year career as a 
scholastic wrestling coach.

Four alumni were inducted 
into the Indiana County 
Sports Hall of Fame in May: 
Bill Wilt ’62, M’70, Mike 
Berzansky ’63, Sue McMurdy 
’78, and Steve Neal ’79. Wilt 

BY MATTHEW BURGLUND

For up-to-the-minute news on IUP sports,
visit www.iupathletics.com. There you’ll 

find all the latest news Namedroppers can’t 
bring you because of deadline constraints.

Do you have an alumni note to include in the next Namedroppers? Send it to  iup-magazine@iup.edu. 

was honored for his long 
career as a wrestling coach at 
nearby United High School; 
Berzansky was picked for his 
career as an offensive lineman 
at IUP and in the Canadian 
Football League; McMurdy was 
chosen for her award-winning 
amateur golf career; and Neal 
was enshrined for his play as 
quarterback at Indiana High 
School and IUP, where he 
played for his father, former 
head coach Bill Neal. 

Four-time national champion 
long jumper Nafee Harris 
recently completed his second 
season as an assistant track and 
field coach at NCAA Division 
III school Franklin & Marshall 
College in Lancaster. Luke 
Getsy, who was the Crimson 
Hawks’ offensive coordinator 
in 2011 and 2012, was hired 
in December as a quality 
control coach for the Green Bay 
Packers. Most recently, Getsy 
was the wide receivers coach at 
Western Michigan University. 
Two recent members of the 
IUP football team, quarterback 
Mike Box ’13 and wide 
receiver Terrill Barnes, 
were invited to the free-agent 
tryout camp in May with the 
Washington Redskins. m

On her path to the all-conference team in softball, Jasa Mitchell set 
single-season marks for home runs, runs scored, and total bases.

Zack Kempa led the golf team to the match-play finals at the NCAA 
Division II Championships.

Amy Weinberg, top, and Taylor Norwood, bottom, joined Drew 
Hayden in setting individual single-season records and being 
named All-Americans in lacrosse.
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As participants in a club sport, 
they often feel overlooked 
and underappreciated, even 
on their own campus. And so 
they’ve learned to lean on each 
other.

“I think that’s the thing about 
being a self-governed team—
yeah, it’s hard, but we’re closer 
as a result,” Kamertz said. 
“We’re like family. We live 
together and eat, sleep, and 
breathe rugby while we’re at 
school. We just do everything 
together.”

Especially win. Yet despite 
their regular-season success—a 
7-0 record and a second 
consecutive Allegheny Rugby 
Union title—there was no 
guarantee the Scooters would 
participate in the USA Rugby 
Division II tournament even 
if invited. The club’s financial 
health, dependent on team-
sponsored bake sales and car 
washes, was in a woeful state 
as the postseason approached.

“We didn’t even have money 
for the round of 16,” said 
senior co-captain Morgan 
McLaughlin. “We got lucky 
because it was at Penn State, 
only two hours away. Last year 
we had to travel to Michigan, 
so it didn’t cost nearly as much 
this year.”

The Scooters reigned at the 
PSU regional, advancing 
deeper into the national 
tournament than ever before 
with a 24-7 victory over 
Salisbury (Maryland) in the 
Sweet 16. They followed with 
a 28-7 quarterfinal win against 
Davenport (Michigan) to 
punch their ticket to the Final 
Four. There was only one hitch: 
The Scooters calculated they 
would need $25,000 for the trip. 

They set up an account on the 
GoFundMe website, spread the 
word, and crossed their fingers. 
Fortunately, the numbers—just 
as they had on the scoreboard 
all season long—quickly added 
up in their favor.

“We got so much support early 
on it wasn’t a question if we 
were going or not,” Lucchese 
said. “We had checks and 
money coming in from outside 
the website, too. We got support 
from families, friends, alumni—
there were even alumni rugby 
players from West Virginia and 
Penn State who donated to us. 
It was really awesome to see 
everyone and everything come 
together.”

Alas, Cal State-Northridge 
shattered IUP’s title dreams 
in the semifinals on May 10, 
Graduation Day back East 
for many of the Scooters. The 
Matadors hauled down IUP 
senior Latrisha Morales after a 
long run, mere yards short of 
a game-tying try, in the final 
minute to preserve their 15-10 
victory.

The Scooters, stung by their first 
defeat of the season, regrouped 
to win the consolation game 
against Florida International, 
19-17.

“We were really down on 
Saturday, but we just had to 
remember we could still finish 
third in the nation,” Capoferri 
said. “And being a small school 
from Pennsylvania that no one 
in California ever heard of, not 
having a coach, having raised 
so much money just to get 
there, it was such an amazing 
feeling to win the next day 
and finish third. It was the best 
feeling in the world.”
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Had an aspiring screenwriter pitched the idea to a 
Hollywood agent, the subsequent rejection letter 
would surely have included this critique: Too far-
fetched.

The saga of a women’s collegiate club rugby team that struggles for 
visibility and respect on its own campus, goes undefeated in the 
regular season and captures its league championship, wins twice in 
the national tournament to advance to the semifinals, raises $25,000 
through an online funding site to finance its trip to the Final Four in 
California, and, with a dramatic consolation game victory, finishes 
third in the nation, all the while operating without the services of a 
coach, seems too improbable even for Tinseltown.   

But this was no work of fiction—just a glorious chapter in IUP sports 
history.

“It was a true underdog story,” said junior Amanda Capoferri, who 
spearheaded the fund-raising campaign that enabled the Scooters, 
as they’re known, to cap a 10-1 season among the elite at Stanford 
University. An indomitable group of players who shrugged off 
adversity as readily as they did would-be tacklers wrote the feel-

‘A True
Underdog

Story’
By Bob Fulton

good story of the year in IUP 
athletics.

“We had a lot of odds against 
us,” said senior Jami Marsicano, 
the president of the rugby club. 
“So being able to finish third 
in the country is something 
I think all of us will treasure 
forever. I’ll never forget this 
season or this team.”

The Scooters, who lost in 
the round of 16 at last year’s 
tournament, demolished their 
first three foes by an aggregate 
score of 258-0 and finished 
the regular season unbeaten, 
thanks to a stirring comeback 
against Slippery Rock. IUP 
trailed 26-12 at halftime and 
31-27 entering the final seconds 
before senior Becca Kephart 
broke free and dashed down 
the field, desperate defenders in 
her wake, to score the try that 
sealed a 32-31 victory.

“They’ve been our rivals for as 
long as I can remember, so to 
beat them like that, in the last 
minute, was awesome,” said 
senior co-captain Stephanie 
Lucchese. “It was just a 
phenomenal game, one of the 
highlights of the season.”

The highlights were so plentiful 
it’s easy to forget that the 
Scooters played without the 
steadying hand of a coach, a 
fact that seldom escapes the 
notice of opponents. “Other 
teams kind of look at us like 
we have six heads because we 
don’t have a coach,” Capoferri 
said.

What astonished opponents 
even more is that IUP 
dominated anyway.

“We came in third in the nation. 
I mean, it’s incredible to do 
that as a self-governed team,” 
said former Scooters captain 
Kim Kamertz, who served as 
acting coach at the Final Four 
after paying her own way to 
California. “You rarely hear of 
a rugby team without a coach. 
Most teams have four or five 
coaches, and I’m telling people, 
‘um, we don’t have one.’”

What the Scooters do have is an 
unbreakable bond, forged by an 
us-against-the-world mentality. 

IUP trailed 17-12 with five 
minutes left when McLaughlin 
scored a try and added the 
conversion, then held off a 
last-gasp Florida International 
threat to prevail. When the gun 
sounded, the delirious Scooters 
collapsed into a squealing heap 
at midfield.

“Our last game together, it 
was just like you had to leave 
everything out on the field,” 
Lucchese said. “So we gave 
it our last 80 minutes of love 
and rugby, and we worked as 
a team and came out on top. 
We were so excited. We didn’t 
think another team would be 
so excited to get third in the 
nation.”

Their exuberance was 
understandable. The club 
program so humbly launched 
in 1996—“Our first jerseys 
were just white T-shirts with 
numbers spray-painted on 
them,” Capoferri said—had left 
its stamp on the national rugby 
scene. The Scooters penned 
an improbable feel-good story 
and created memories to last a 
lifetime.

“Fifty years from now, I’m going 
to be telling my children’s 
children about this season and 
about IUP rugby,” Capoferri 
said. “These girls are my family. 
We have such a bond. To have 
done something like this with 
them is something that will 
stick with me forever.” m

Women’s Rugby 
Overcomes Odds, Turns 
Heads in Final Four
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Tori Wagner tried to avoid a tackle in the Scooters’ semifinal 
match against Cal State-Northridge.
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Brittany Lyons, left, and 
Devon Etters worked 
together to bring down 
a player from Cal State-
Northridge.

Victoria Jarrett and Shelby 
Runyan, center, at a team 
practice in May
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ALL ABOUT ALUMNI

1960s
Mike Cullinan ’64 was born 
and raised in Huntingdon, 
but while his father was 
serving in World War II, he 
stayed with an aunt and 
uncle in Barnesboro, next 
door to Merelyn Davis ’64. 

Although they attended 
Indiana State College at the 
same time, the childhood 
friends don’t believe they met 
again after 1945—until their 
class’s 50-year reunion in 
May (see photo).

After graduating from ISC, 
Mike served on active duty 
with the Army for four 
years, which included two 
volunteer tours in Vietnam. 
He taught a year in Clearfield 
County, then went into sales 
for radio stations in Altoona; 
Richmond, Virginia; and 
finally the Virginia Beach 
area. He and his wife, Linda, 
live in Carrollton.

After a short time teaching 
high school music in York, 
Merelyn lived in San 
Francisco; Glasgow, Scotland; 
Pittsburgh; and finally 
Burbank, California, where 
she was a music editor in the 
television postproduction 
industry for more than 20 
years. She owned and ran 
Merelyn Davis Music and 
retired six years ago to pursue 
art, photography, and travel. 
She is a 2006 recipient of 
the Distinguished Alumni 
Award.

Merelyn Davis and Mike 
Cullinan as childhood 
friends in Barnesboro, left, 
and in Indiana for their 
50-year reunion in May

Joe Kloba ’67, M’69 retired 
in May as provost and chief 
academic officer of Palm Beach 
Atlantic University. He spent 11 
years as provost, 5 as associate 
provost, and 3 as founder 
and professor of the graduate 
counseling psychology 
program. Joe also served as a 
professor, department head, 
and dean at Radford, Regent, 
and Liberty universities; as vice 
president of a psychiatric health 
care organization; and as a 
teacher, counselor, and coach in 
the Burrell, Franklin Regional, 
and Fox Chapel school districts 
and in suburban Rochester, 
New York. Married 47 years, 
he and his wife, Sandy Moore 
Kloba ’67, live in West Palm 
Beach. In his home study, Joe 
has a print of the John Sutton 
Hall stairs, the spot where he 
and Sandy met on Labor Day, 
1963, the first day of freshman 
registration.

A retired art teacher living in 
Florida, Jack Wilson ’67 has 
been busy making wheel-
thrown pottery, hunting wild 
boar, playing golf, and bowling. 
For 28 years, he was head of Rift 
Valley Academy, a school for 
American missionary children 
in Kenya, where he taught 
subjects from math to art.

Invited to serve 27 months 
in the Peace Corps, Eileen 
Swinehart ’69 is to teach 
English in the Republic 
of Macedonia. Eileen was 
originally assigned to Ukraine, 
as reported in the Spring issue 
of IUP Magazine, but a month 
before her departure, the Peace 
Corps pulled volunteers from 
the country for security reasons. 
She is to depart for Macedonia 
in September.

 1970s
A teacher for 24 years at 
Westmoreland County 

Community College, Tim 
Shafer ’70, M’76 recently 
retired. Tim was part of the 
Workforce Development and 
Social Sciences divisions.

Although Charles Taormina 
’70 has concentrated on 
writing fiction, he recently 
published his first book of color 
still photography, Midwest 
Medley, available at www.

blurb.com/bookstore. Charles 
also had a poem accepted for 
the Muse global anthology, 
Contemporary Poetry: An 
Anthology of Best Present Day 
Poems. Appearing in Who’s 
Who in America again this 
year, he has posted an informal 
writing text, “The Writing Arts: 
An Author’s Perspective,” on his 
blog, www.charlesataormina.
wordpress.com. 
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1950s
Rapture II, a painting by Anatole Krasyansky, now hangs in the Stapleton Library stairwell, courtesy 
of William Culp ’57, IUP professor emeritus of counseling. William has supported the library in 
the past; he established a fund with the Foundation for IUP in 2007 to endow the William H. Culp 
Library Collection for Transpersonal Psychology, benefiting students and faculty members studying 
the subject. During his time on the IUP faculty from 1975 until 1993, William studied transpersonal 
psychology and became certified as a practitioner of holotropic breathwork. He also established 
a transpersonal retreat center, Intraconnections, near Delmont, and served as president of the 
Pennsylvania Association for Spiritual, Ethical, and Religious Values in Counseling.

The Folkmen, an award-winning folk music group at Indiana 
State College in the 1960s, will mark the 50th anniversary 
of the group’s formation with the release of a book and a 
Homecoming concert.

Changing Times: The Folkmen at IUP, 1963-1969, will be 
available in August. (The full book jacket can be seen above.) 
According to the author, Alan Luckey ’87, M’89, a member of 
the Folkmen since 1965, the book explores the 1960s through 
the eyes of the Folkmen, including the group’s experiences, the 
growth of the college (and later, university), and the cultural 
changes occurring across the country.

The Folkmen Reunion Concert will take place Saturday, 
October 11, at 7:00 p.m. in Gorell Auditorium, Sutton Hall, and 
will be followed by a book signing in the Kipp Annex Gallery, 
Sprowls Hall. The annex gallery also will house an exhibit of 
the work of Folkmen member and artist Fred Danziger from 
October 11 to 24. Fred specializes in large-scale paintings and 
digital art.

In addition to Alan and Fred, the Folkmen’s other surviving 
members are founder David Frye ’68, Bruce Bly, Larry 
Carter, and George “Woody” Woodbury. The group also 
included the late Mike Dubois ’68, Warren Allen ’69, Jeff 
Kelley ’69, and D. C. Fitzgerald.

All proceeds from the book will benefit the Folkmen 
Scholarship for music majors. The book may be ordered in 
advance on the Co-op Store website, www.iupstore.com, and 
will continue to be available under the Local Interest category. 

For the past year, Dan 
Dellinger ’71 has served 
as the American Legion’s 
national commander, 
which includes the duties 
of chief executive officer 
and official spokesman.

After graduating from 
IUP, Dan became an 
Army infantry officer and 
served at Fort Benning, 
Georgia, during the 
Vietnam War. He entered 
the Army Reserve in 
1972 and left the service 
in 1984 at the rank of 
captain. Dan was made 
a life member of the 
Dyer-Gunnell American 
Legion Post 180 in 
Vienna, Virginia, in 1990 
and has served as post, 
district, and department 
commander and chaired 
many committees, 
including at the national 
level.

A presidential appointee 
on the Federal Task Force 
on SBA Hiring, Dan 
served as vice mayor 
of Vienna and as town 
councilman for three 
terms. He owned and 
operated a construction 
management and general 
contracting firm for 20 
years. His wife, Margaret, 
and their children, Scott 
and Anne, have also been 
active in the American 
Legion family.
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After 28 years as executive 
director of the Juvenile Court 
Judges’ Commission and 42 
years of serving children, their 
families, and communities, Jim 
Anderson ’72, M’75 retired in 
April.

For three decades, Jim was 
the primary state-level expert 
on juvenile justice and the 
principal point of contact 
for juvenile court judges, 
legislators, and governors, the 

Pennsylvania Juvenile Justice newsletter reported in a story 
about his retirement. During his career with the commission, 
he had been actively involved in every major legislative issue 
affecting the state’s juvenile justice, juvenile court, and child 
welfare systems, according to the story, which appears in full, 
with permission, on IUP Magazine’s Alumni Extra website.

Under his leadership, the commission’s legislative program 
was twice recognized as the nation’s Outstanding Juvenile 
Legislative Program, and Jim is credited for his significant 
involvement in the Special Session on Crime in 1995, focusing 
on balanced and restorative justice, which served as model 
legislation for at least 22 other states. 

Jim was an Elk County probation officer and served on the 
Governor’s Justice Commission before joining the Juvenile 
Court Judges’ Commission as a legislative consultant in 1978. He 
will be formally recognized in November in conjunction with 
the Pennsylvania Conference on Juvenile Justice.

For children who don’t have nutritious food at home, free or 
reduced-price lunches at school are critical to their health and 
academics, but what happens on weekends? Two retirees from 
the New Kensington-Arnold School District, Joanne Cecchi 
’76 (at left in the photo) and Ruth Carson M’72, addressed 
the problem in their home district by cofounding Project 
SEED (Something to Eat Every Day). The program provides 
a bag of food every Friday for qualifying students to take 
home for the weekend. Last school year, the program fed 149 
children, thanks to donations from throughout the Alle-Kiski 
Valley. Joanne, retired assistant superintendent, and Ruth, a 
retired teacher, raised more than $16,000 in six months for the 
program, which recently acquired nonprofit status. They also 
connected students with the local Salvation Army for breakfast 
and lunch programs over the summer. Learn more at www.
somethingtoeateveryday.org. 
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Illustration Conference, ICON6; 
a contributing editor for the 
Artist’s Magazine; and an 
officer in the At-Large chapter 
of the Graphic Artists Guild. 
Michael was also a zombie 
extra in George Romero’s Day 
of the Dead and has even done 
illustrations for IUP Magazine.

One of the latest additions to 
Arcadia Publishing’s Images 
of America series is Millvale, 
by William Stout ’73 and his 
cousin Jean Domico. William 
and Jean’s grandfathers were 
brothers who emigrated from 
Austria-Hungary in the early 
1900s. The cousins were born 
and raised in Millvale and 
recently returned in their 
retirement. A 2002 recipient 
of the Distinguished Alumni 
Award, William now serves 
on Millvale’s seven-member 
governing council. The book 
is available through major 
retailers.

Pamela Stottlemyer 
Beckmeyer ’74 retired last 
summer after teaching for 39 
years in the Eastern York School 
District.

After 38 years of teaching art 
in the Hanover Public School 
District, Sara (Sam) Wallace 
Little ’74 retired in June 2013. 
A month earlier, she was one 
of five teachers selected for 
Lancaster-based WGAL-TV’s 
Teacher Impact Award. In 
retirement, Sam continues to 
teach art; has taken on a middle 
school science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics 
program; and is producing 
her own line of jewelry and 
Christmas ornaments. She 
reports that her husband, Jon 
Little, who also studied art at 
IUP in the ’70s and now runs a 
fabrication business, is hand-
building her a ’31 Ford pickup 
roadster.

A professor for 30 years in 
the Department of Education 
at Furman University in 
Greenville, South Carolina, 
Shirley Ritter ’74 is retiring 
this summer. She began her 
career in Brisbane, Australia, 
teaching children with cerebral 
palsy. After heading back to 
the United States to work in 
southern York County, she 

returned to Brisbane to join the 
Schonell Educational Research 
Center at the University of 
Queensland. There, she earned 
her master’s degree and, at 
the University of Illinois at 
Urbana-Champaign, earned 
her PhD in special education. 
She has served as president of 
the Teacher Education Division 
of the Council for Exceptional 
Children and treasurer of the 
CEC’s Division for Learning 
Disabilities. She plans to 
continue to live in Greenville.

Spending their reunion on 
the move, Colleen Kirby 
Yarbrough ’74, Gary 
Yarbrough ’74, Geraldine 
Frey Nelson ’75, and Norine 
Peirolo Hemphill ’75 and 
their spouses met in Colorado 
to snowshoe and backpack to 
roughly 11,000 feet at Vail Pass. 
A photo from their trek appears 
on the Alumni Extra website. 
Geri and her husband, Steve, 
and Norine and her husband, 
Blaine, live in Denver; Colleen 
and Gary traveled from 
Canonsburg.

Patrick Callahan ’75 has 
retired after 38 years of 
teaching. He taught physics 
for 25 years at Catasauqua 
High School in Lehigh 
County, followed by 13 years 
at Delaware Valley Regional 
High School in Hunterdon 
County, New Jersey. Since 
1992, Patrick has led many 
workshops for the American 
Association of Physics Teachers’ 
Physics Teaching Resource 
Agent Program, which he plans 
to continue in retirement, in 
addition to spending time 
with his three grandchildren. 
He is a recipient of the AAPT 
Outstanding Pre-college 
Teacher Award, as well as 
distinguished service awards 
from both the national and 
central Pennsylvania section 
of AAPT. His other honors 
include Tandy Technology 
Scholar, Woodrow Wilson 
Fellowship Foundation Master 
Teacher, Delaware Valley High 
School Teacher of the Year, and 
Hunterdon County Teacher of 
the Year.

Denver poet Gregory Harris 
’75, who writes and performs 
under his middle name, Seth, 

read selections from his poetry 
collection, A Black Odyssey, and 
was accompanied by jazz act Art 
Compost & the Word Mechanics 
on Boulder radio station KGNU 
in May. At IUP, he was editor-
in-chief of the Penn in 1973-74. 

The Polar Bear’s Lament, a 
photo by Dane Konop ’75, was 
part of a juried photography 
exhibit presented by the 
Berkeley County Arts Council 
in Martinsburg, West Virginia, 
in May and June. He was one 
of 18 photographers featured in 
the show. Dane, whose career 
was as a writer and editor with 
the federal government, lives in 
Shepherdstown.

Many alumni who spent 
their freshman year at the 
Punxsutawney campus in 1972-
73 have remained close and 
are now planning their fourth 
reunion. “Every year, we find 
three or four more classmates, 
thanks to the wonders of 
the Internet,” wrote Mary 
Clinton ’76. Though most will 
be turning 60 this year, “it is 
amazing how, when together, 
we are all 19 again!” See the 
Reunions section for more 
information. A photo from the 
2012 reunion appears on the 
Alumni Extra website.

Chair of the IUP Music 
Department, Jack Stamp 
’76 had a busy sabbatical 
last spring. He was guest 
conductor at seven schools 
across the United States and at 
the Woodstock International 
School in Mussoorie, India. Two 
of his original compositions 
also had world premiere 
performances: “Danzon,” by the 
Concordia College Honor Band, 
and “Roulettes Deception,” at 
Gustavus Adolphus College. In 
addition, he served as recording 
producer for the University of 
North Texas Wind Symphony 
and Vanderbilt University 
Wind Ensemble.

The coordinator for missional 
leadership of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America, 
Nancy Gable ’77 earned her 
doctor of education degree in 
adult education from Penn 
State University in May. 

Manager of global product fire 
and seismic performance at 
Armstrong World Industries 
in Lancaster, Paul Hough ’77 
was elected chairman of ASTM 
International’s committee 
on thermal insulation. With 
444 experts, the committee 
oversees 160 standards relating 
to thermal insulation. Paul 
has received many awards 
for committee work at ASTM, 
formerly the American Society 
for Testing and Materials. He 
joined Armstrong, a floor and 
ceiling manufacturer, 37 years 
ago as a chemist and has since 
managed areas including 
quality assurance, process 
engineering, and product fire 
safety.

Owner of Cusumano Insurance 
Agency, Joann Cusumano 
Sciulli ’77 was one of 26 
women from the Pittsburgh 
area honored with the Women 
of Achievement Award in 
February. Coordinated by the 
Allegheny County District 
Attorney’s Office, the awards 
program recognizes women 
who have made significant 
contributions to the city’s 
success and advancement. 
Joann joined her father at 
the family-owned insurance 
agency 37 years ago.

After 22 years in Air Force 
intelligence, which took him 
to two war zones, Berlin, 
the Pentagon, the National 
Security Agency, and United 
Nations duty in Georgia, 
Lieutenant Colonel Mark 
Fassio ’79 retired to teach 
Junior ROTC in Henry County, 
Kentucky, for 12 years. In 
2012, he was diagnosed with 
Stage IV appendix cancer, 
requiring many surgeries and 
chemotherapy treatments. 
Mark was given six to nine 
months to live, but he credits 
his wife, Margie Berger 
Fassio ’83, office administrator 
for a leading medical clinic, 
with nursing him back to 
health. Mark, now cancer free, 
and Margie spend their semi-
retired lives hiking, feeding 
backyard deer and turkey, 
cheering on the Steelers and 
Pens, and appreciating life.

IUP’s Eberly College of Business 
and Information Technology 
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Joining them in the company 
are Jim’s wife, Heather, and 
Jeff’s wife, Nichole Dibert 
Rice ’03. Environmental 
Pest Management provides 
residential and commercial pest 
control in the Indiana County 
area.

Director of the Office of Veterans 
and Military Programs and 
Services at Rutgers University, 
retired Army colonel Stephen 
Abel ’73 was inducted into 
the IUP Military Science 
Department Hall of Fame in 
April. He is the second inductee 
into the hall’s Excellence 
Division. In connection with 
the opening of IUP’s Military 
Resource Center, also in April, 
Stephen pledged $25,000 
toward an emergency fund 
for veterans as they enroll at 
or return to IUP and await 

their military benefits. Stephen 
also served as the New Jersey 
deputy commissioner for 
Veterans Affairs.

In June, Allworth Press 
published Starting Your Career 
as a Graphic Designer, the 
seventh book by Michael 
Fleishman ’73, M’77 on 
illustration, design, and general 
creativity. Michael reports that 
he’s now working on his eighth 
book, focusing on illustration. 
Meantime, he was a presenter 
for How Design University’s 
Strategies for Creative 
Freelancers online series and, 
with family members, created 
the app “My Little AlphaButts,” 
available through the Apple 
Store. A longtime freelance 
illustrator and college-level 
illustration instructor, Michael 
was a board member for the 

John Shaw ’71 checked in 
during a recent visit to campus 
with his father, Les Shaw, after 
being away from Indiana for 
many years. John retired in 
2010 after 40 years of US Army 
and civilian federal service. 
He retired as a lieutenant 
colonel, Quartermaster Corps, 
in 1996 and, in his civil service, 
worked for the Defense 
Logistics Agency, retiring as 
the Industrial Product Support 
Vendor project manager.

Recently retired as legislative 
director for Fairfax County, 
Virginia, Susan Morris 
Mittereder ’72, M’73 was 
honored by the local Board 
of Supervisors and the 
Virginia General Assembly 
and recognized in the 
Congressional Record for her 30 
years of service in public policy. 

Previously an elementary 
teacher, Susan received her 
EdD from Virginia Tech, 
where she began her career in 
public government relations. 
In recognition of her lifelong 
interest in public education, her 
coworkers sent a tribute in her 
name to the Maasai Amboseli 
Primary School in the foothills 
of Mount Kilimanjaro, southern 
Kenya, where she had recently 
visited. Susan also organized a 
group trip in May to Botswana, 
Zambia, Zimbabwe, and South 
Africa, her sixth trip to Africa 
since 2007.

Started by Jim Rice ’72, ’76 as 
Rice Exterminating Company 
in 1974, Environmental Pest 
Management is celebrating 
its 40th year in business. Jim’s 
son, Jeff Rice ’02, is now in his 
11th year with the business. 
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The University Museum, in Sutton Hall, featured the 
work of illustrator Mark Bender ’83 in June and July 
with the exhibition Pencil Paint Pixel: 29 Years of Visual 
Communication. Mark’s images have been part of advertising 
campaigns, annual reports, CD jackets, children’s books, murals, 
posters, and magazines. His clients have ranged from Heinz 
USA to National Public Radio to Sony Music. An Indiana 
native, Mark has been on the faculty of the Art Institute of 
Pittsburgh for more than a decade and was the Inez C. Hall 
outstanding faculty member of the year in 2008. He holds a 
master’s degree in illustration from Syracuse University.
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adopting two infant girls, twins, 
from Russia.

Washington, DC, resident Tim 
Vojtasko ’85 was elected to 
a two-year term on the Board 
of Directors of the North-
American Interfraternity 
Conference, an international 
trade association representing 
74 men’s fraternities. Tim was 
a member of Phi Sigma Kappa 
at IUP and, after graduating, 
was on the fraternity’s staff for 
three years. In the past 28 years, 
he has served as a regional 
and chapter advisor, and more 
recently, he was elected to three 
four-year terms on the Phi 
Sigma Kappa Board of Directors, 
culminating in his election as 
grand president in 2011. In his 
professional career, he is chief 
human resources officer for SOS 
International.

The Association of 
Pennsylvania State College and 
University Faculties recently 
hired Joe Lyons ’86 as director 
of communications. Joe has 
more than two decades of 
experience in communications, 
including with the Pocono 
Mountain School District, 
Philadelphia School District, 
Pennsylvania Virtual Charter, 
and Reading Health System.

In March, Maureen Ryan 
’86 joined Bonnie Heneson 
Communications in Maryland 
as vice president. She 
previously served as a senior 
communications consultant 
for Georgetown University’s 
McDonough School of Business. 
In her more than 15 years in 
communications, she also has 
worked at George Washington 
University, George Washington 
Hospital, and Vanguard 
Communications, all in 
Washington, DC.

In December, Joseph 
Downing ’87 earned a master 
of health science degree from 
Saint Vincent College in Latrobe 
in collaboration with the Excela 
Health School of Anesthesia. 

Since passing the national 
exam, he has also become 
a certified registered nurse 
anesthetist. A criminology 
major at IUP, Joseph earned 
a BS in nursing from Clayton 
State University in Georgia in 
1998.

Owner, president, and CEO of 
Pittsburgh-based Massolutions, 
David Mastovich ’87, M’92 
recently published the e-book 
Light Reading Top 10, which 
offers 10 strategies to increase 
sales and improve messaging. 
David has been running a 
blog, Light Reading, for eight 
years, and he asked readers to 
vote for their top 10 columns, 
which he then used in the 
book. Before founding the 
integrated marketing firm 
12 years ago, he held senior 
management positions with 
UPMC, Duquesne University, 
and Monongahela Valley 
Hospital. He has also returned 
to IUP to speak at Business 
Day and in classes for the MBA 
program. His latest e-book may 
be downloaded free at www.
massolutions.biz/top10ebook.

A Manheim Township 
employee for 20 years, Sean 
Molchany ’87 was named 
township manager in February. 
He previously served as 
interim manager and assistant 
manager.

Sisters Linda Toki ’87 and 
Laura Toki ’89 have written 
a book of poetry, Only Black Is 
in Style: Unfashionably Dark 
Verse. It includes original 
photos by Linda and by Laura’s 
husband, Paul Hromulak ’89. 
The book is available at Lulu.
com.

Dana Giel-Ray ’88 has opened 
Bellabor Art Jewelry in Hudson, 
Ohio, which showcases her 
intricate, handmade, chain 
maille jewelry. Dana invites 
visitors to stop in, chat, watch 
the jewelry-making process, 
and, of course, shop. She is 
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married to Brian Ray ’86. Find 
more information at www.
bellabor.com.

New Jersey-based vintage 
sports card and memorabilia 
buyer Just Collect has hired Bill 
Cengeri M’89 as staff writer 
and acquisition associate. A 
collector since age four, Bill will 
represent the company at sports 
and trade shows, appraise and 
buy card collections, and work 
with the media. The Bethlehem 
native is a retired US Army 
chief warrant officer, former 
sports columnist and reporter, 
and sportscaster.

At Lavender Graduation, 
a celebration recognizing 
IUP’s lesbian, gay, bisexual, 
and transgender graduates, 
Candace Gingrich ’89 served 
as keynote speaker. Candace is 
senior manager of the Human 
Rights Campaign’s Youth and 
Campus Outreach. She released 
an autobiography, Accidental 
Activist: A Personal and 
Political Memoir, in 1996.

1990s
Recently named principal at 
Navigate, David Baker ’91 
leads the Improving Financial 
and Operational Performance 
service area. He has been with 
the Wayne-based management 
consulting firm for three years. 

The 13th annual Bill Sugra 
Memorial Golf Outing will take 
place August 22 at Green Pond 
Country Club in Bethlehem. 
A Cantor Fitzgerald employee, 
Bill Sugra ’93 died September 
11, 2001, in the attacks on the 
World Trade Center. In the 
past 12 years, his memorial 
fund has given $397,000 to 
community organizations 
targeting the needy. Find 
more information at www.
billsugramemorialfund.org.

A master’s alumna of 
McDaniel College in Maryland, 
Divonna Mohr Stebick ’95 
recently received the college’s 

ARRIVALS
1990s
To Michelle Babusci 
’98 and Chad Hawley, a 
daughter, Avalyn Patricia, 
December 14, 2013. To 
Wendy Sue Palmer ’98 
and Darrell Earnhart, a son, 
Denver Joseph, December 8, 
2013. To Randy Massafra 
’99 and Tish Andrew 
Massafra ’00, a daughter, 
Gianna Grayce, July 26, 2012. 

2000s 
To Nicholas Curry ’00 and 
Julie Huck Curry ’02, a son, 
Brooks William, November 
25, 2013. To Merideth 
McIntyre Richards ’00 
and James Richards, a son, 
James Rocco, November 
27, 2013. To Amy Miller 
Brennan ’03 and Matthew 
Brennan M’04, a son, 
Augustus Regis, October 
13, 2013. To Wes Cave ’03 
and Leah Boris Cave ’06, 
a son, James Anthony, July 

12, 2013. To Lauren Palys 
DePalma ’06 and Michael 
DePalma ’07, a son, Gregory 
Lawrence, December 3, 2013. To 
Jeremy Boyce ’07 and Mindy 
Henderson Boyce ’07, a son, 
Brody Andrew, May 5, 2014. To 
Natasha Kaplan DiPrizito 
’07 and Nicholas DiPrizito 
’07, a son, Cameron Santino, 
February 3, 2014. To Theresa 
Liptak Boyer ’09 and Tyler 
Boyer ’10, a son, Nathan, June 
6, 2013. 

Society of the United States 
of America and “Faith and 
Freedom: Admiral William S. 
Benson,” in Potomac Catholic 
Heritage. He also had four 
published book reviews, in the 
Historian, Catholic Library 
World, and two in Finest Hour, 
the journal of the Churchill 
Centre. William lives in Crofton, 
Maryland, with his wife, Marie 
Sestile ’87.

A senior personal lines 
underwriter for Erie Insurance 
Group, Carolyn Fearon 
’85 received her Chartered 
Property Casualty Underwriter 
designation at the 2013 CPCU 
Society Annual Meeting for 
Insurance Professionals in New 
Orleans. The Erie resident also 
holds an MBA from Penn State 
Behrend.

Babette Skirda Kemerer ’85, 
who married Michael Dufner 
in May, reported that they are 

welcomed Tim Wallace ’79, 
CEO of iPipeline, in March for 
its Executive-in-Residence 
program. During his two-
day visit, Tim spoke with 
nearly 400 students about his 
entrepreneurial experiences. 
A class from the University of 
Pécs in Hungary also tuned 
in to one of his lectures via 
teleconference as part of a 
partnership program. iPipeline 
is an industry leader in sales 
distribution software. 

1980s
In February, the Northampton 
County Court selected Jill 
Boylan Cicero ’81 as its 
administrator. A former 
probation officer, Jill had long 
served as the court’s deputy 
administrator.

Insurance carrier Mutual 
Benefit Group awarded 
Indiana Insurance, owned 
by Chuck Houser ’82, 
Inner Circle honors for 2013. 
The Inner Circle recognizes 
achievements in agent 
performance, profitable growth, 
and customer satisfaction. A 32-
year insurance veteran, Chuck 
acquired the Indiana agency 
in 2010.

Publisher and president of 
the Evansville (Indiana) 
Courier & Press, Jack Pate 
’82 received the American 
Advertising Federation of 
Greater Evansville’s highest 
award, the 2014 Silver Medal, 
in April. He was honored for 
his contributions to advertising, 
efforts to further industry 
standards, and community 
involvement. In addition to the 
Courier & Press, he oversees the 
Gleaner, Audubon Printers, and 
the Union County Advocate in 
Kentucky.

In the Passionate Waters II 
exhibit in March, Michele 
Rock ’82 was among the 
participating artists. The 
annual event, associated 
with the United Nations’ 
World Water Day, was held 
at the MAC650 Gallery in 
Middletown, Connecticut. 
Officials and environmental 
organizations were on hand 
to discuss legislation and 
water preservation activities. 

The evening included water-
themed performance art, a 
visual arts exhibit, and a water 
blessing ceremony. The event 
benefited the Source to Sea 
Cleanup program, organized 
by the Connecticut River 
Watershed Council, www.
ctriver.org.

Following a 32-year career that 
spanned admissions, financial 
aid, and career counseling, 
Tom Steiner M’83 retired 
from Westmoreland County 
Community College. Tom 
taught career development 
classes, earned the rank of 
counselor/professor, and served 
as advisor for the student 
veterans’ organization. He was 
a national certified counselor, a 
licensed professional counselor, 
an executive board member 
of the Pennsylvania College 
Personnel Association, and 
a member of the American 
Counseling Association.

Associate archivist at the 
Catholic University of America 
in Washington, DC, William 
Shepherd ’84, M’86 had a 
prolific year of research writing. 
He had two articles published: 
“‘Damn the Torpedoes!’ David 
Glasgow Farragut,” in the 
Newsletter of the Scotch-Irish 

Assistant professor of 
communications at Saint 
Francis University in 
Loretto, Pat Farabaugh 
’93 published his second 
book in March. An 
Unbreakable Bond: The 
Brotherhood of Maurice 
Stokes and Jack Twyman 
details the life of Stokes, 
a Saint Francis alumnus 
and 1950s National 
Basketball Association 
star, and the support of 
Twyman, his teammate 
and friend. Twyman 
became Stokes’s legal 
guardian and worked 
tirelessly to raise money 
for his medical bills 
following an accident in 
a 1958 NBA game that 
left Stokes paralyzed and 
under hospital care until 
his death in 1970. The 
friendship of Stokes, who 
was African American, 
and Twyman, who was 
Caucasian, was especially 
noteworthy given the 
racial tensions of the era. 

Pat, a former sports 
information director 
at Saint Francis, was 
a faculty member in 
the IUP Journalism 
Department from 2007 to 
2011.
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Senate Office of Education 
and Training, where she is 
the education and training 
coordinator. 

Manager of digital conversion 
and media reformatting at 
the University of Maryland 
Libraries, Robin Pike ’06 
cowrote an article published 
in Archival Practice about 
the library system’s digital 
preservation policy. Find a link 
to the article, “Catching Up: 
Creating a Digital Preservation 

Policy after the Fact,” on the 
Alumni Extra website.

Something Mutant, a play 
by Indiana native James 
Rickard ’06, was published 
in 2009 by Playscripts and 
had its premiere, which 
James attended, in Tribune, 
Kansas, in April. James said 
the comedy, in which humans 
and mutants are at war, was 
inspired by superhero movies 
and features characters 
with names such as Uncle 
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1980s
Brenda Dourte Stoltzfus 
’81 to Michael Reibson, 
November 23, 2013.

WEDDINGS 2000s
Luke Snyder ’07, M’08 to 
Ashley Pawlicki ’09, July 
20, 2013. Allison Grief ’08 
to Keith Wilkins, November 
24, 2013. Amanda McVicker 
’09 to Sean Yakicic ’10, 
March 8, 2014. 
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performance in May from 
Manhattan School of Music. A 
summa cum laude graduate, 
he received the Helen Cohn 
Award for Doctoral Excellence. 
His dissertation was titled “The 
Use of Saxophones in West 
Side Story: An Analysis of the 
Original Scores.”

After nearly seven years in 
the US Senate’s Office of the 
Parliamentarian, Melissa 
Stickley Carmichael 
’05 recently moved to the 

Toothbrush, Lady Electricity, 
and Bubble Girl. James teaches 
art at Montgomery County 
Public Schools in Maryland and 
previously taught in Culpeper, 
Virginia.

The Office of Alumni Relations 
at IUP welcomed Raechel 
Ramsey Gill ’08 in May 
as the new administrative 
assistant. Raechel previously 
served as a senior development 
program representative at First 
Commonwealth Corporation in 
Indiana. While at IUP, she was 
a student worker in the alumni 
office. Raechel lives in nearby 
Coral with her husband, David 
Gill ’06, and son Jordan.

2010s
Recently named the safety 
compliance officer for the 
Chicago-based Cook County 
Office of the Medical Examiner, 
Steven Smith M’11 leads 
efforts to maintain an injury-
free workplace and ensure 
the safe handling of remains. 
Steven was previously the 
security manager at Saint 
Anthony Hospital and 
the corporate safety senior 
specialist at CAN Insurance. He 
was part of the CAN cohort in 
the IUP Safety Sciences master’s 
program.

A member of the Onyx Color 
Guard of Dayton, Ohio, for 
two years, Daniel Minkel 
’12 shared in the excitement 
as Onyx won the Winter 
Guard International World 
Championships in April for 
the fifth consecutive year. Its 
production, “Moving Still,” 
earned a score of 99.1. Daniel 
appeared in a photo from the 
performance on Marching.
com. Find more information at 
www.onyxcolorguard.org.

In October, Kayley Sleighter 
’13 was hired as a rehabilitation 
therapist at Johns Hopkins 
Bayview Medical Center in 
Baltimore.

Joseph Bailer Award for her 
contributions to education. 
Divonna is an assistant 
professor of education at 
Gettysburg College and 
previously taught at public 
schools in Pittsburgh and 
Carroll County, Maryland. She 
is also cofounder and education 
director of Enlightened 
Learning Center, an educational 
services center in Hanover 
for at-risk students. She is a 
1996 recipient of IUP’s Young 
Alumni Achievement Award.

Among the finalists for 
Pennsylvania’s 2014 Teacher 
of the Year award were Nicola 
Flora Hipkins ’95 and 
Jennifer Meyer Klobucar 
’97. Nicola teaches English 
at Bethel Park High School; 
Jennifer teaches fourth grade 
at Yough School District’s 
H. W. Good Elementary in 
Westmoreland County.

Executive chef at the 
Philadelphia Country Club, 
Richard Harber CA’96 
recently accepted the American 
Culinary Federation’s 
Achievement of Excellence 
Award on behalf of the club’s 
food and beverage team. One 
of the team’s newer additions 
is Michael Bauer CA’07, 
executive sous chef, who also 
worked with Richard at the 
Duquesne Club and Butler 
Country Club.

When Avalyn Patricia was born 
to Michelle Babusci ’98 and 
Chad Hawley in December, she 
was welcomed home by big 
sister Kayla. 

A member of Rubin, Glickman, 
Steinberg, and Gifford, PC, since 
2001, John Filice ’98 was 
recently named a partner of the 
firm. John practices in estate 
planning and administration, 
business law, civil litigation, 

and real estate. He is a member 
of the Pennsylvania and 
Montgomery Bar Associations 
and served as editor of the 
Montgomery County Law 
Reporter for two years. He 
is also a graduate of the 
University of Richmond’s T. C. 
Williams School of Law.

Stephanie Itle-Clark ’98 
recently earned a doctorate in 
educational leadership and 
change from Fielding Graduate 
University. She also was 
promoted to director of learning 
for the Humane Society 
Academy at the Humane 
Society of the United States in 
Washington, DC.

Born in July 2012, Gianna 
Grayce Massafra is daughter 
number three for Randy 
Massafra ’99 and Tish 
Andrew Massafra ’00. Big 
sisters Isabella and Sophia 
welcomed her home.

2000s
Pennoni Associates has hired 
Ronald Ladyka ’00 as senior 
engineer in the transportation 
division of its Mechanicsburg 
office. Ronald has worked with 
design, analysis, inspection, 
and nondestructive testing of 
bridges and has specialized 
experience in the structural 
response to the movement of 
large and complex loads. He 
also teaches bridge inspection 
courses for the Pennsylvania 
Department of Transportation 
and the Federal Highway 
Administration.

Professor of music at Western 
State Colorado University, 
John Wacker M’00 died in 
a car accident on May 11. His 
brother, Jeff Wacker, Arts-in-
Education services coordinator 
at IUP, shared links to online 
tributes and news coverage, 

available on the Alumni Extra 
website.

Director of student 
involvement at Keene State 
College in New Hampshire, 
Jennifer Ferrell ’01, 
M’05 received the Student 
Affairs in Higher Education 
Department’s Ronald Lunardini 
Distinguished Alumni 
Award in April. Jennifer was 
honored for her contributions 
to the profession, including 
her publications, national 
conference presentations, 
and service activities for 
professional associations. The 
award was renamed in 2008 
for longtime faculty member 
Ronald Lunardini ’69 
in honor of his retirement. 
Jennifer was a student in IUP’s 
Robert E. Cook Honors College. 
  
Assistant professor of modern 
languages and literatures at 
Grand Valley State University, 
Mandy Fleming Menke 
’01 recently received the 
university’s Pew Teaching 
Excellence Award. The 
Allendale, Michigan, university 

honored Mandy for her 
contributions to the Spanish 
teacher preparation program, 
linguistics, and Spanish 
education and for her ability 
to engage in critical thinking 
beyond the classroom. A faculty 
member at Grand Valley since 
2010, Mandy is a graduate of 
the Robert E. Cook Honors 
College at IUP.

Mount Pleasant, South 
Carolina, homebuilding 
company Sabal Homes has 
hired Sara Ezokas Williams 
’01 as marketing director. Sara 
previously worked as senior 
new home consultant and 
Internet lead specialist for 
Heartland Homes in Pittsburgh, 
which tripled its growth during 
her tenure. Sara has received 
marketing awards including 
the National Association 
of Home Builders National 
Sales and Marketing Council 
Gold Award for Online Sales 
Counselor in 2013.

Aaron Patterson’03, M’05 
earned his doctor of musical 
arts degree in saxophone 

A PhD candidate in the 
Department of Behavioral 
Neuroscience at Oregon Health 
& Science University School of 
Medicine, Melanie Pina ’05 
is both an ARCS (Achievement 
Rewards for College Scientists) 
Scholar and a Vertex Scholar. 
The ARCS Foundation offers 
scholarships of $18,000, payable 
over three years, and the 
OHSU-Vertex Educational 

Partnership Program offers $35,000 awards, which fund a 
student’s stipend and fees for one year.

In January, Melanie was one of two Vertex Scholars at OHSU 
who visited Vertex’s Massachusetts headquarters to learn 
about the pharmaceutical industry firsthand and present their 
research. 

Melanie’s research focuses on understanding addiction. 
She is examining how environmental stimuli associated 
with previous alcohol exposure can induce alcohol-seeking 
behavior, as well as the neural circuits and signals that support 
this behavior. Her research has been published in the journals 
Psychopharmacology and Alcohol.

Melanie is the daughter of Jon Pina ’72, M’78, M’89 and 
Margie Silveri Crandall ’74, M’78. Her sister, Natalie 
Pina ’14, a communications media graduate, submitted a 
story about Melanie’s work that appears on the Alumni Extra 
website.



The adventurous spirit that 
brought Tabtip (Taab) 
Louhabanjong ’14 to IUP 
soon will be taking her to points 
and experiences beyond.

Born in Krabi, Thailand, 
Taab signed on for a Rotary 
Club exchange program to 
the United States and ended 
up spending her junior and 

senior years at West Anchorage High School in Alaska. An avid 
tennis player, she made contact with IUP coach Larry Peterson 
through a college recruiting website and came to IUP to pursue 
a degree in international studies. Taab was among the top 
players on the team, playing number one singles and doubles 
her sophomore year, but decided to bow out of tennis and focus 
on academics as a junior and senior.

At the May commencement ceremony, Taab was one of 51 
students recognized for graduating with a 4.0 grade point 
average. But she had another distinction: She was, by all 
likelihood, the graduate with the guests who traveled the 
greatest distance to be there. Her parents (pictured with Taab) 
flew in from Thailand, and her Alaskan host families also made 
the trip.

Taab’s journey will continue in the fall with two internships: at 
the Royal Thai Consulate in Los Angeles and at the Permanent 
Mission of Thailand to the United Nations in New York City.

DEATHS
1932: Dorothy Hamilton 
Knepshield
1937: Burns Corliss
1940: Valeska Blumenberg 
Heller
1941: Frances Mountsier Clark, 
Aurelia Hope Walt Northam, 
Harriett Rockefeller, Margaret 
Storey Weber
1942: Raymond Bagley, 
Eleanor Burns Davis, William 
Muir
1943: Eleanor Anthony Jacobs, 
Elizabeth Shaw Wineman 
Pearson
1944: Helen Naugle Bossart
1946: Wilma Speicher Ashe, 
Irene Barchie Suddaby
1947: Alma Bagley Kazmer*, 
Betty Jo Mitchell Wareham-
Sahler
1948: Maryann Swisher 
Mitchell, Howard Perry
1949: Maxine Kimmel Bieber, 
William Gorman, Peter Hall, 
Marion Keith, Lucille Berkley 
Nast, Harry Startzell, Irene 
Killen Spicher Young
1950: Mona Garland, Esther 
Klugiewicz, John Lightner

1951: Elizabeth Husk Harvey, 
Ann Salinger Hunt
1952: Ramona Leeper 
Chambers, Penny Stephens 
Russell
1953: William Kircher
1954: James Byers, Angeline 
Nese Johnson
1955: John Schofield
1956: John Christner, Duane 
Smith, Jane Jackson Wagner
1957: Graham Grubb, Bernard 
McCracken Jr.
1958: Mary Bloom de Munecas, 
Clarann Makins Hillenbrand, 
Elizabeth Chesney Rimmel, Lois 
Jeffreys Thomas, Lester Wallace
1960: Bridget Pavlo Midla
1961: Matthew Carroll, Esther 
Jenkins Hilk, Linda Keslar 
Spicer
1962: John Holsberger, Robert 
Watterson
1963: Lawrence Davies, Audrey 
Schall, James Stewart
1965: Shirley Gariglio, Betty 
Johns, Karl Shultz
1966: Thomas Evans, Robert 
Jackson, James Myford (M)
1967: Della Boccardi, Ronald 
McGinness, Claire Young
1968: Allen Baker, Carl Thuer
1969: Ellen Delfonso, Charles 
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Findley (M), John McKay (M), 
Kathleen Myers, James Wells
1970: Linda Monzo
1971: Jean Maus, Judith 
Faulkner Tatman, Stephen 
Verotsky, Marjorie Kane 
Whipkey, Annie Crawford 
Williams
1972: Baron Schlegel
1973: Nancy Tondora (M)
1975: James Bugajski, Gary 
Lichty, William Riley (M), 
Joanne Leone Roberts
1976: Diana Zeigler Nordby, 
Joseph Sierzega; Sharon Shaffer 
Speser
1977: Vincent Clifford, Bernard 
Meyer (M), Julia Miller (M)
1979: Bret Maxwell
1980: Karen Kidder Crissman
1981: Paula McGee, Patricia 
Roland
1982: Alan Braxton, Douglas 
Lowry (M)
1983: Annette Buck
1984: Jay Denbow
1985: Mandy Lyons Giger, 
David Williams (M)
1986: Kirk Doel
1987: Patricia Cressley, Robert 
Means
1989: Jennifer MacIsaac
1990: John Dudash Jr., Kristin 

Spohn
1993: Thomas Battaglia
1996: Autumn Embry 
Singleton, Ryan Weible
2000: John Wacker (M)
2002: Lindsay Martin Gorsuch
2003: Janet Garrett (M), John 
Garrett (M), Darnell McCray
2006: Homer Berkowitz
2010: Gary Clark Jr., Andrew 
LaScola
2011: Brittany Baird

*current or former faculty member, 
staff member, or administrator

Note: In cases in which more than 
one IUP degree was earned, the year 
of only the first degree is indicated. 
Deaths of faculty members are 
reported in the Mentors section of 
this issue. 

Other Deaths
Tyler Kulp, a student in the 
master’s degree program in 
music, died May 3, 2014.

Irene Kuzemchak, a 
housekeeping supervisor who 
retired in 1985 after 15 years of 
service, died March 31, 2014.

Anna Rushnok, who worked 
in housekeeping for 10 years, 
retiring in 1991, died April 12, 
2014.

Ann Wilmoth was born and raised in Indiana 

County but, for 16 years, lived elsewhere as she 

earned a doctorate in history, taught at Franklin 

& Marshall College, and worked as a city planner. 

She returned to Marion Center in 1979 and 

today is an owner of Wilmoth Interests, Inc., and 

fully engaged in Indiana County life. 

That includes benefiting from and investing in 

arts programs at IUP.

“In dollars and cents, I’m not sure what the arts 

mean to a community, but they are food for 

the soul and spirit and are priceless. The arts 

reveal the meaning of life—yours and the world 

around you. While watching a play or looking 

at a painting, I grasp things that I never before 

thought of,” Wilmoth said.

Wilmoth has generously supported the 

University Museum at IUP, the summer Keystone 

Repertory Theater, and the Pittsburgh Symphony 

Orchestra’s performances in Fisher Auditorium. 

“I believe it’s important, because it provides 

students and the community the opportunity 

to experience something they may never have 

had the chance to do—unless they travel to 

Pittsburgh,” she said.

“The arts help us to understand culture and 

humanity—not only our own but that of others. I 

can’t imagine life without the arts.”

In 2014-15, IUP celebrates the 25th anniversary 

of its Lively Arts program and as the region’s 

premier presenter of performing and visual 

arts events, activities, and outreach. If you 

would like to discuss ways to enhance arts 

programming, feeding the souls and spirits 

of IUP students and the region’s residents, 

contact Evan Bohnen, associate vice 

president for Development, at  

ebohnen@iup.edu or 855-477-5266.

In addition to her recent 
promotion to director of 
undergraduate and graduate 
early childhood education 
programs at Carlow University 
in Pittsburgh, Rae Ann Hirsh 
D’14 was voted by students as 
Faculty of the Year for 2013-14.

Dan O’Hara ’14 was selected 
for the National Science 
Foundation Graduate Research 
Fellowship Program, which 
will provide full tuition 
remission and a stipend of 
$32,000 for each year he is 
enrolled in the Geophysics PhD 
program at the University of 
Oregon.

REUNIONS
Alumni who spent their 
freshman year at the 
Punxsutawney campus in 
1972-73 will hold a reunion 
August 15-17 at the Valley 
Forge Residence Inn. For more 
information, send e-mail to 
Mary Clinton ’76 at mc7254@
aol.com or Steve Blaschak at 
blaschak@bellsouth.net.

Homecoming is Saturday, 
October 11, and a number of 
groups are planning reunions 
that weekend. On Saturday, the 
Crimson Huddle All-Alumni 
Pregame Celebration will 
take place at the Kovalchick 
Convention and Athletic 
Complex from 11:00 a.m. 
until kickoff. Anniversary 
celebrations are set for the 
classes of 1989, 2004, and 
2009. Affinity groups are also 
planning reunions now. If 
your group would like to meet 
at the pregame, please reserve 
space with the Office of Alumni 
Relations by sending e-mail to 
alumni-relations@iup.edu.

For more information about the 
following reunions, see www.
iup.edu/alumni or send e-mail 
to alumni-relations@iup.edu:
 • Alpha Sigma Alpha   
  sorority will hold its 100th
  reunion celebration 
  November 14-15.
 • The Class of 1965 
  will celebrate its 50th 
  anniversary reunion 
  during commencement 
  weekend, May 8-9, 2015.
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Alumni who participated in the IUP gospel choir Voices of Joy returned to Indiana in April for a reunion weekend that culminated in a 
concert at Victory Christian Assembly Church. In the foreground, from left, Quintina Thomas ’11, Malaika Moses Turner ’95, M’99, and Nicole 
Willis Dawkins ’93 rehearsed with the rest of the reunion choir. Established in 1988, Voices of Joy is under the direction of faculty member 
Melvin Jenkins M’92.
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