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Safety Alumni Power the Space Program

Alumnus Pastor’s 
Boston Peace Project 
Goes Global
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On the Treetops
From the roof of Weyandt Hall, university 
photographer Keith Boyer captured this bird’s-eye 
view of the Oak Grove’s north side, bordered by 
Oakland Avenue on the right.
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Back in the early ’80s, when I was an undergraduate 
engineering major, the stereotype of engineers as lone geniuses 
was prevalent. 

In graduate school, I was given the assignment of leading a 
team designing a complex, leading-edge, integrated circuit chip. 
My team consisted of peers from China, Taiwan, India, and the 
United States, all from different socioeconomic strata. Suddenly, 
I recognized the value of what I’d learned about other cultures 
and about communication in those “unimportant” non-
engineering courses. Only later did leaders in engineering 
practice demand that teamwork, communication, and 
leadership skills be part of the core education.

Vive l’école polytechnique, les sciences humaines, et les arts! 

Flip to page 36 of this edition of IUP Magazine, where we 
mark the beginning of celebrating the opening of our new 
humanities and social sciences building. We’ve invited a few 
faculty members to comment on how their fields of study 
remain relevant in a tech-thirsty world. You’ll see more about 
this new building and all that it brings to our students in the 
next edition. We’re excited about the grand opening.

I must tell you that I cringe when I hear people say in response 
to a student’s desire to study a subject in the liberal arts, “Oh, 
you’ll never get a job,” or worse, “Just get that requirement out 
of the way, so you can concentrate on your real work.” 

When I was a young engineering faculty member building my 
teaching skills and conducting research to push the boundaries 
of computing, you would often find me muttering, “if only I’d 
taken more calculus.” Statistics and mathematics courses were 
the fundamental tools of my trade, but as I moved toward 
senior faculty status and became an academic leader—and 
a parent—my understanding of the most fundamental tools 
changed. 

In my work life today, you are more likely to hear me mutter, 
“if only I’d spent more time with the humanities and the arts 
and reading the classics and learning more about the cultural 
backgrounds of my colleagues.”  

Today I know that understanding myself and those around me 
is the real secret to transforming the world and to being a good 
husband, father, and friend.  

That’s what the humanities and liberal arts are all about. 

Michael Driscoll
President

An Appreciation 
for Other Things

MESSAGE FRoM THE

PRESIDENT
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ALMOST THERE: 
Located between Clark and Sutton halls, the new building of the College of Humanities 
and Social Sciences was nearing completion in October. Stapleton Library is to the right. 
Departments were to start moving in by mid-December, and the building will open in early 
January, about two weeks before the start of the spring semester.
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‘A Hell of a Ride”

Achievements

Extra, Extra!Letters

Namedroppers

Haunted Halls of IUP

Miracle on the Streets

Early Bird Research

For more than 30 years, IUP 
safety alumni have boosted 
the US space program by filling 
a number of roles at Florida’s 
Kennedy Space Center.

With Keith and Leonard halls 
slated for demolition, IUP’s 
Paranormal Society looks to the 
future of ghost hunting, minus 
two campus hot spots.

A peace movement started by an 
IUP alumnus cut the homicide 
rate in Boston by nearly 80 
percent and has since been 
emulated around the world.

A Natural Sciences and 
Mathematics program is 
equipping undergraduates with 
research experience as well as 
general career-building skills.
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CoVER: Space Shuttle Atlantis lifted off from Kennedy Space Center in Florida on July 8, 2011, on 
the final mission of NASA’s space shuttle program. over the last three decades, at least 25 IUP 
safety alumni have worked on Florida’s Space Coast. NASA photograph

ABoVE, LEFT: Members of the Paranormal Society of IUP roamed Leonard Hall in September in 
search of ghostly inhabitants. Keith Boyer photograph

ABoVE: Work on the courtyard area outside Sprowls and Cogswell halls wrapped up in october. 
The project included new lighting and landscaping, as well as concrete work, as seen here in 
front of Cogswell.
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Many items in All about Alumni, starting on page 
26, reference additional information and photos on 
the Alumni Extra website, www.iup.edu/magazine/
alumniextra. Don’t miss these extra features!

IUP Magazine

IUP Magazine

IUP Magazine

iup-magazine@iup.edu
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FRONTDooR FACTS, FIGURES, SHoRT SUBJECTS, QUICK TAKES

After more than a year of 
renovations, Folger Hall 
reopened in October. Work on 
Folger was the second phase of 

IUP’s $37-million dining master plan. Phase 
I was construction of the Crimson Café, 
open since last fall between Stabley Library 
and Cogswell Hall. The third phase will be 
construction of the North Dining commons, 
in the footprint of Keith Hall. Keith will be 
razed this spring, and the North Dining hall 
is expected to open by fall 2017. After the 
new hall opens, Foster Dining Hall will be 
demolished.

Containing 43 percent recycled content, 
the revamped Folger boasts a light 
environmental footprint. Features include 
LED fixtures throughout the facility and 
chairs made from more than 26,000 recycled 
plastic bottles. m

Dining Innovations

D edicated on Homecoming 
weekend, 1972, Folger Hall 
was named for Olive K. Folger, 

the dietitian at Indiana State Teachers 
College from 1934 to 1958. Ma Folger, 
as the students knew her, moved to 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida, after her 
retirement but returned to Indiana for 
the building’s dedication. 

Folger received her basic dietetics 
education at Simmons College in 
Boston and earned her BS in home 
economics from ISTC in 1948. Before 
coming to Indiana, she was the dietitian 
at Brantwood Hall, a school for girls 
in Bronxville, New York. She also had 
worked for the Associated Press in 
Boston.

A fan of ISTC sports, Folger had a 
tradition of walking around, clanging a 
bell, at football games. A four-year team 
member, Jim Laughlin ’51 was busy on 
the field but aware of Folger’s support. 
“She was crazy about football,” he said. 

A retired dean in IUP’s Student Services 
area, Laughlin as a student saw Folger 
often. They lived on opposite sides of the 
Team House, a duplex across Grant Street 
from the dining hall in Thomas Sutton. 
Although team practice often finished 
past normal dinner time, Folger would 
have food waiting. Sometimes, she was 
accompanied in the dining hall by her 
bulldog, Tutu.

“She took pride in what she was doing,” 
Laughlin said. “She was the boss.”

Even after she retired, Folger’s nurturing 
spirit continued. In Fort Lauderdale in 
the 1960s, she held annual late-winter 
dinners for people from Indiana who 
were in the area.

A ‘Ma’ to All 

Folger’s cuisine caters to all tastes, from traditional to international. 

Folger Hall, then and now: The view from 
Pratt Drive and Maple Street in October 2015 
and, in the inset, in the 1970s

A sectioned-off dining area at the front of Folger features a fireplace and lounge-style 
seating.

Olive Folger

The Crimson Café, as it appears from the roof of Sprowls Hall, opened in fall 2014. Fisher 
Auditorium and Stabley Library can be seen in the background.

An artist’s rendering, still subject to change, of the North Dining commons, to be built in the 
footprint of Keith Hall
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I t was during four summers in the 
early 1970s, while working in a steel 
mill blast furnace, that Ken Bair, 
a native of Churchill in suburban 

Pittsburgh, got interested in what was then 
a relatively new field, safety sciences.

At a career expo in the old Civic Arena, 
Bair met a representative from IUP who 
told him about a new safety management 
major. Bair already had a bachelor’s degree 
in secondary education, so it took him only 
two years to add a safety management 
degree from IUP.

In the department office, he saw a job 
placement bulletin from Rockwell 
International for a position in Kennedy 
Space Center’s Space Shuttle program.

“I didn’t know anything about launching 
spacecraft, but it sounded interesting, so I 
applied,” Bair said.

He got the job and started at the John F. 
Kennedy Space Center, NASA’s launch 
operations center, in August 1981. To his 
knowledge, he was the first IUP safety 
graduate to work on Florida’s Space Coast—
the region surrounding Kennedy Space 
Center and Cape Canaveral Air Force Station 
on Florida’s Atlantic coast. 

In the next few years, more IUP alumni 
with safety management and, by mid-
decade, safety sciences degrees arrived 
at Kennedy Space Center. Bair said they 
were among the first formally trained 
safety professionals to work there, and he 
estimates at least 25 have joined him over 
the years. They would also be eyewitnesses 
to some of NASA’s most inspiring 
achievements in manned space flight—and 
to some of the agency’s most heart-rending 
tragedies.

A year after Bair was hired, Mifflinburg 
native Tom Goodenow, a 1981 safety 
graduate, also landed a job at KSC. Both 

Goodenow and Bair were interviewed for 
their jobs by Guenter Wendt, the German-
American engineer who was a legendary 
launch pad leader during much of 
America’s manned space program. Wendt 
supervised spacecraft launch preparations 
to ensure the safety of everyone involved, 
and he was the last person the astronauts 
saw before the capsule door was closed and 
they were sent into orbit.

“I didn’t know I was talking to someone so 
big in the space business,” Goodenow said of 
his job interview.

Many people working at KSC are 
employed by commercial contractors 
supporting NASA, and their 
employment often depends on the 
length of their company’s contract. 
Many professionals with long careers 
at KSC have worked for several of the 
largest aerospace companies.

“When I started, I was a safety 
operations guy in the field,” Bair said. 
His job included reviewing safety 
warnings written by engineers before 
work was done on the shuttle orbiter, 
the plane-like component that houses 
the crew.

He transferred to McDonnell Douglas in 
1984 and helped prepare the payloads, 
including the Hubble Space Telescope, for 
shuttle flights. Bair now works for CSS-
Dynamac at the Space Life Sciences Lab.

“We’re right outside the gate of the Kennedy 
Space Center. It’s called Exploration Park,” 
he said, and companies are doing research 
there. “A lot of stuff that goes up to the 
International Space Station on commercial 
rockets gets processed in our building.”

In growth chambers in the lab, experiments 
are being conducted on food plants grown 
in space and brought back for testing to 
be sure they are safe for astronauts to eat. 
Bair said plants that produce oxygen and 
safe food will be especially important on 
manned flights to Mars.

“It’s a six-month trip each way,” he said. 
“You can’t take enough food. You’ve got to 
grow your food.”

Bair also worked at Edwards Air Force Base 
in California when the orbiter landed there.

“They were always worried about the tires 
exploding from the heat, so they’d wait 
about 30 minutes before anyone could 
approach the orbiter,” he said. “I’d go out 
in a SCAPE [Self-Contained Atmospheric 
Protective Ensemble] suit, a rubber suit with 
an air pack on my back. I was pushing a 
cart, and a tech would have a wand, and we 
would go into the orbiter [searching for toxic 
vapors]. I’d be on a headset with the control 
people, and I’d say, ‘Yeah, we’re getting zero 
readings here.’ I did that for the first six or 
seven flights.”

In 1985, Homer City native Mike Kuta 
began working for Lockheed at the Kennedy 
Space Center. A pitcher and three-year 
letterman on the IUP baseball team, he 
received his safety sciences degree the year 
before starting his job.

After the accident that destroyed the shuttle 
Challenger in 1986, things at KSC slowed 

‘A Hell 
of a Ride’
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Safety Alumni 
Mark More 
than 30 Years 
of Support for 
Space Program
By Randy Wells

Florida’s Space Coast 
includes and surrounds 
Kennedy Space Center, 
on Merritt Island, and 

neighboring Cape 
Canaveral Air Force 

Station.

Pad leader Guenter Wendt, seated, in 1969

IUP safety alumni, from left, John Kracsun, Greg Oblom, 
Christine Brown, Mike Kuta, Tom Goodenow, and Ken 
Bair, in front of Space Shuttle Atlantis at the Kennedy 

Space Center Visitor Complex. Atlantis’s last mission, in 
2011, concluded NASA’s 30-year space shuttle program.

In the Space Life 
Sciences Lab, where 

Ken Bair works, 
scientists study food 

sources for deep space 
exploration, such as a 

mission to Mars.
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commodities off, get some of the science 
off from the mission, and start preparing 
it for lift and mate to the modified 747, the 
shuttle carrier aircraft.” Kuta would be in 
a pathfinder aircraft flying in front of the 
shuttle and carrier to monitor the weather.

Of 135 shuttle flights, 54 landed in 
California.

Kuta is now senior manager of the launch 
operations and support group for Jacobs, the 
company that won NASA’s test operations 
support contract.

“We’re getting ready for the next launch 
vehicle, the Orion multipurpose crew 
vehicle,” he said. The Orion is being 
developed by NASA to carry astronauts to 
Mars or asteroids and to deliver supplies 
and crews to the International Space 
Station.

A native of Forest Hills, Allegheny County, 
John Kracsun was a student at IUP when 
the shuttle Challenger disintegrated.

“Knowing IUP had a great safety program, 
I decided to change majors,” Kracsun said, 
and he graduated in 1988 with a degree in 
safety sciences.

The following year, he went to work for 
Lockheed at KSC, and some of his best 
times there, he said, were during “full-on 
processing” of a shuttle, including a final 
inspection of the orbiter while it was 
perched on the launch pad.

“We’d be looking for anything that would be 
considered an anomaly,” Kracsun said, and 
he would report anything suspicious to the 
control, or firing, room.

In 2000, Kracsun accepted a position as 
an orbiter test conductor, and in 2003, he 
advanced to chief test conductor. In those 
positions, he coordinated and managed all 
testing from the firing room in the Launch 
Control Center.

After the shuttle Columbia broke apart on 
re-entry in 2003, Kracsun spent four weeks 
in Lufkin, Texas, flying with helicopter 
crews searching for and recovering shuttle 
pieces.

“I hated the reason for being there,” he said. 
But it was cathartic, “something I had to 
do. I was trying to find answers to get the 
program back up and running.”

Kracsun was the orbiter test conductor for 
the final launch of Discovery in February 
2011.

“The launch OTC is the last person to talk to 
the astronauts prior to liftoff,” he said. His 
final words to the astronauts were, “Close 
and lock your visors and initiate O2 flow.”

After that last flight, Discovery went on 
display in the Steven F. Udvar-Hazy Center, 
the Smithsonian National Air and Space 
Museum’s annex at Washington Dulles 
International Airport. The recording of 
Kracsun’s final instructions to the astronauts 
can be heard with a video of Discovery’s 
launch on display in the center.

“I tell people I’ve been Smithsonianized,” 
Kracsun said.

Now employed by ERC, Inc., an engineering 
and scientific services firm, Kracsun is 
working on test operations and support for 
the space launch system that may next take 
American astronauts back to the moon or 
to Mars.

“It’s been so much fun,” Kracsun said of his 
first 26 years working at KSC. “It’s been a hell 
of a ride.”
 
Greg Oblom’s journey to KSC in many ways 
mirrored those of other IUP graduates. An 
Erie native, Oblom received a master’s in 
safety sciences at IUP in 1990 and saw a 
notice for a McDonnell Douglas safety and 
health position at Kennedy Space Center.

“I have always been sort of a space-airplane-
flight-type geek, so it intrigued me, and I 
applied for it,” he said.

Oblom arrived at KSC in the early 1990s, 
worked for several contractors, and 
now is employed by InoMedic Health 
Applications. As an industrial hygienist 
and program manager, he’s involved 
with the support contract for medical, 
environmental, and health services for the 
entire space center.

“The overall 
experience is 
something I 
don’t think will 
ever be matched, 
being part of a 
team that flew a 
spaceship.”

down. Kuta for a time worked on research 
and development of the Navy’s next 
generation of submarine-launched missiles 
before going to the shuttle program in 1990.

“I’ve been in the crew module of all five of 
the space shuttles,” he said. “Early on, I was 
a safety engineer, supporting hazardous 
operations on site, doing atmospheric 
monitoring, monitoring for toxic vapors, 
determining levels of hydrogen and other 
hazardous commodities.”

He assisted with the mating of the shuttle 
to its external tank and as it rolled out to 
the launch pad. “We would do all the test 
checkouts and all the launch countdown 
preparations,” he said.

“When [the orbiter] landed in California, we 
would have to piggyback it on a 747 back 
home. We would get some of the hazardous 

“We have physicians and medical 
professionals processing astronauts before 
and after flights,” he said, and providing 
physicals, blood screenings, and similar 
tests for the whole workforce on KSC. “I 
get involved in reviewing procedures, 
reviewing chemical usages, proposed 
construction—all kinds of things that could 
have a safety and health impact.”

But he considers being involved with 
the space shuttle flights the highlights of 
his time at KSC. Oblom was in the line of 
vehicles that drove up to the shuttles after 
they rolled to a stop.

“We were in that train with our monitoring 
instruments to ensure that fuels and stuff 
were not going to be exposed, to monitor 
real-time any hazardous commodities,” he 
said.
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Tom Goodenow tried out Atlantis’s 
flight deck commander seat in 
December 2010.

John Kracsun at a firing 
room console. All activities 
involved in preparing 
rockets, spacecraft, and 
payloads for space can be 
controlled from the firing 
room.

Mike Kuta assisted with 
ferry flights, like this one 
in 2008, returning shuttles 
from California to the 
Kennedy Space Center.

Greg Oblom, center, during a bio-threat 
exercise at neighboring Cape Canaveral 
Air Force Station

From a Launch 
Control Center firing 
room, Mike Kuta 
looked out toward 
two launch pads.
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LETTERS
Merle the Squirrel
The squirrel picture brought back memories 
of them in the ’40s-’50s, coming in the 
windows of John Sutton, looking for snacks. 
“Ours” was Merle.

Merle the squirrel loved a girl,
Lovely creature, name of Pearl,
Eyes had sparkle, tail had curl,
But she liked a guy named Earl,
And that’s the tale of Merle the squirrel.

Jean Brandenberger Fields ’51 
(Elementary, of course!)

Conneaut, OH

Familiar Photo
I was just perusing the IUP alumni 
magazine and noticed the graduation 
photo. I do not know the students in the 
photo, but I remembered the photo! I was 
the managing editor of the Oak yearbook in 
’84 and editor in ’85. I found the photo on 
page 287 of the 1984 Oak. I couldn’t match 
up any of the faces from the senior portraits 
with the ladies in the photo, so maybe it 
was taken at graduation in ’83?

Jackie Janosik Buan ’85
Annapolis, MD

Editor’s Note: The writer indicated she 
once lived in room 326 of John Sutton 
Hall.

Editor’s Note: The archival photo 
in the Summer 2015 issue featured 
Maureen Brown Hasinger and 
Linda Siler at center left and right, 
respectively, on their graduation day in 
May 1984.
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L ast summer, Marian Templeton 
Brown ’45 marked the 70th 
anniversary of her graduation by 

returning to Indiana—and to a campus 
far different from the one she knew at the 
height of World War II.

Brown came to Indiana State Teachers 
College from Brentwood to study music 
in 1941, 30 years after her mother, 
Pauline Weaver Templeton, completed 
her teaching course at Indiana Normal 
School. Brown roomed with a high school 
friend, Anne Weaver Booske ’45, on 
the first floor of John Sutton Hall. Their 
L-shaped room, with matching floral 
bedspreads and drapes their mothers 
had sewn, was a popular stop for friends 
on their way to Thomas Sutton Hall at 
mealtime. Just above the dining hall was 
the Music Department, “and we smelled 
all we were going to have for lunch and 
dinner,” Brown said.

In December of her freshman year, Japan 
attacked Pearl Harbor, and the United 
States declared war. By her sophomore 
year, the men had left for military 
training, and the campus was virtually 
all women.

“We girls took over a lot of the main jobs,” 
she said. “It was interesting because we 
got to do a lot of things that maybe we 
wouldn’t have had the opportunity to do 
if the men had all been here.”

The president of her class, Brown 
remembers the all-woman dance band, 
with her friend Dorothy Beck Douglas ’45 
on drums. “I’m sure it wasn’t very good, 
but it was fun,” Brown said.

Her memories of college define the era, 
regardless of a time of war or peace. 
Students had to be in by 7:00 p.m., but 
during a 15-minute “wild hour” at a 
quarter to 10, they could hurry to the 
Dairy Dell, where Pizza House is now, for 
a Coke or ice cream. Meals in the dining 
hall were served family style at tables of 
10 to 12. Riding in cars required written 
permission from home. 

Brown described her circle of friends as 
“straight-laced.” “We stayed in, and we 
studied,” she said—though there were 
occasional diversions. Brown laughed 
as she recalled the night she and Booske 
persuaded their friend Leola Rowe 
Balik ’45, “a town girl,” to stay the night in 
their room. 

“I guess we were making more noise than 
usual, and Miss [Florence] Kimball, dean 
of women, came walking down the hall, 
and she found Leola hiding in the closet,” 
Brown said. “We couldn’t go to any of our 
sorority pledging parties for two weeks.”

After graduating, Brown went on to teach 
music in New Brighton and for many 
years in Brentwood before retiring in 
1986. She and her late husband, William, 
had three daughters, and all of them work 
in education. Decades after their Sutton 
Hall sleepover, Brown remains close 
with Balik, a retired music teacher living 
in New Castle, and they remember their 
college days fondly.

“I enjoyed my years at Indiana very 
much,” Brown said. “They were different 
because of the war, but I didn’t know any 
different.”

From 
Wartime to 
‘Wild Hour’
By Elaine Jacobs Smith

Marian Brown near her 
former room in Sutton Hall

Christine Brown, a native of Shenandoah, Schuylkill County, 
graduated from IUP in 1981 and started her career near Indiana as 
the safety manager for Delta Drilling, a natural gas producer.

When she moved to central Florida in 1988, she saw a feature 
story in a Sunday newspaper about a woman safety engineer 
working at the Kennedy Space Center. The same woman guided 
Brown through the process of applying for federal employment, 
and since then, Brown has been a civil servant supporting NASA. 
In a 28-year career, she has moved through eight organizations 
and advanced from a safety specialist to a position as chief of the 
workforce planning office.

After working in safety assignments for a few years, she made 
what she called a “natural migration” to the environmental and 
waste management side of the profession.

While processing the orbiter—handling its waste at the end of 
a mission and refurbishing the shuttle for its next flight—“we 
looked at changing some of our materials to less hazardous ones” 
and using more environmentally preferred products.

Brown said a highlight of her career at KSC has been to see the 
space center recognized by the Occupational Safety and Health 
Administration for its exemplary safety record.

“Safety is in everything we do,” she said, and watching the growth 
of safety consciousness there has been satisfying.

Brown said IUP prepared her well for her life’s work, and her 
classes provided a good blend of needed technical skills and 
management progression training that have helped her advance.

“IUP was on the cutting edge after OSHA came out,” she said. “It 
was great to start a career that had so many tentacles,” so many 
paths to follow.

A Career 
with Tentacles

Work on the front line can bring an up-close look at tragedy as 
well. Goodenow and Bair were eyewitnesses on January 28, 1986, 
to one of NASA’s darkest days.

“We were all standing out there watching the Challenger,” 
Goodenow said. “It went up, and you saw what happened. 
Anybody who worked there knew something wasn’t right. And it 
touched everybody, of course.”

Goodenow once met Dick Scobee, the commander of that 
Challenger flight.

“I remember when he came in the firing room, he was such a nice 
guy,” Goodenow said. “He comes walking up in his blue astronaut 
suit, and he stuck his hand out and said, ‘What’s your name?’ All 
those astronauts, when they came by, they related well to the 
workers.”

The IUP graduates are also witnessing a transition at KSC, an 
evolution of the space program away from large government 
involvement to the privatization of space exploration.

“The government is trying hard to get other private users to come 
in and use the shuttle landing facility runway,” Kuta said. “We’ve 
got a lot of hangars and areas in which we process space shuttles 
and external tanks and solid rocket boosters. They’re trying to 
make it attractive to private industry to come to Kennedy Space 
Center and use the infrastructure we have.”

Oblom has had mixed feelings watching the transition. “For 
someone who’s been there for a while, it’s both energizing and 
depressing at the same time,” he said. “I’m seeing facilities that are 
no longer needed being mothballed,” although some are coming 
back on line.

The space shuttle flights ended four years ago, and space 
exploration seldom makes front page news outside central 
Florida. But the IUP alumni are optimistic that preparations for 
manned flight beyond low earth orbit beginning in 2021—and 
even the fall release of the film The Martian—will reinvigorate 
Americans’ interest in space exploration.

“I’ll give you a personal observation,” Oblom said “We are still 
attracting record numbers of people who come to view a launch. 
I’m very encouraged that people have not lost interest in space 
travel.”

“I imagine when SpaceX [or another commercial aerospace 
manufacturer] sends up the first manned rocket from the Cape, 
that’s going to be huge, and it’s just going to be crazy down here,” 
Goodenow said.

Opportunities he and the other IUP safety graduates have had on 
the Space Coast are the stuff most Americans can only dream of, 
he said.

“There was nothing like going out to the pad, and right there 
was the orbiter,” Goodenow said. “We used to be sitting out there 
on what’s called the engine service platform, and you’d look up 
and you’re right underneath the engine nozzle. You see the tour 
buses going around outside the pad perimeter, and you’d think, 
‘Those people would give their lives to be coming up here where 
I’m sitting right now.’ The overall experience is something I 
don’t think will ever be matched, being part of a team that flew a 
spaceship.” m
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Christine Brown has 
worked 28 years on the 
Space Coast.
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It was clear, he said, that the 
frequency of violence rendered 
impossible the notion that every 
person who did something wrong 
must be arrested and taken off the 
streets.

The simple keys to Brown’s 
mission were the decisions to 
include and to listen.

There was the typical drive 
to unite a community of law 
enforcement officers, law-abiding 
citizens, victims, and young people 
seen as “at risk” of turning to crime.

“I suddenly realized that there 
was a certain segment of the 
population that I was not 
including in my definition of 
community,” Brown said at the 
TED conference. “And so the 
paradox was this: If I really wanted the community that I was 
preaching for, I needed to reach out and to embrace those who were 
committing the acts of violence—the gang bangers, the drug dealers.”

Brown asked himself, “Why me?”

“The answer came just as quickly. Because I’m the one who can’t 
sleep at night thinking about it. Because I’m the one looking around, 
saying somebody needs to do something about this, and I’m starting 
to realize that that someone is me. I mean, isn’t that how movements 
start anyway?”

Brown started volunteering at local schools to find where the culture 
of violence began, but he found the ones he wanted to reach didn’t 
go to school. So he and other clergy started walking the streets and 
the parks late at night.

He described the group as “a small cadre of us who came to the 
realization that we had to come out of the four walls of our sanctuary 
and meet the youth where they were, and not try to figure out how 
to bring them in.”

At first, the young people watched them.

“They decided to talk to us. And then we did an amazing thing for 
preachers. We decided to listen and not preach,” Brown said. They 
told the youths, “Help us to see what we’re not seeing. Help us to 
understand what we’re not understanding.” 

“They were all too happy to do that,” Brown said, “and we got an idea 
of what life on the streets was all about.”

The clergy stopped looking at the youths as the problem and started 
seeing them as partners in the struggle to reduce violence.

“Imagine developing a plan—you have one minister at one table 
and a heroin dealer at the other table, coming up with a way in 
which the church can help the entire community,” Brown said.

Formal names were given to Brown and his partners’ crusade: 
Operation Ceasefire, the Boston Gun Project, the Boston TenPoint 
Coalition.

There’s something to be said for finding the right words, 
and the right touch, to get people to lay down their 
guns and knives when they’re immersed in a culture of 
violence.

There’s a word for guiding lost and angry people from homicide 
to conversation to solve their differences.

In one racially divided American city, it was called a miracle.

An IUP alumnus has been roundly hailed for leading a crime-
fighting and faith-building campaign that cut the murder rate in 
Boston by almost 80 percent during the 1990s. It was a violence-
reduction and coalition-building strategy that has since been 
emulated around the world.

As a central figure in a grassroots peace movement, Baptist 
minister Jeffrey Brown M’84 said many people share the credit 
for what has been called in local lore “the Boston Miracle.”

The program reduced gun-related violence by and against 
young people because Brown and others found a strategy that 
worked. They found the right ways to reach the right people and 
achieve the right results. But the initiative was not one Brown 
could ever have planned.

As a young pastor in 1987, just out of Andover Newton 
Theological School in Newton, Massachusetts, Brown expected 
to serve a congregation with prayerful guidance and to have 
his share of marrying couples, baptizing babies, and burying the 
departed.

When he joined Union Baptist Church in Cambridge, Brown 
planned to continue his studies in his spare time. He entered 
the doctoral program at the Harvard School of Divinity and 
envisioned leaving New England after completing his courses 
and dissertation.

“I was taking my time, maybe taking a course each semester, 
because I was increasingly doing youth work at that time,” 
Brown said.

Youth crime was a problem obvious to Brown, according to 
a story he told an audience earlier this year at a Technology 
Education Design (TED) conference.

“I was doing funerals, but not of the venerated matriarchs 
and patriarchs who’d lived a long life and there’s a lot to say,” 
Brown said. “I was doing funerals of 18-year-olds, 17-year-olds, 
and 16-year-olds, and I was standing in a church or at a funeral 
home, struggling to say something that would make some 
meaningful impact. The social structures in the inner cities were 
sagging under the weight of all of this violence.”

Brown stayed, he said, “because somebody needed to do 
something.” And trouble in the neighborhood in January 1990 
convinced him he had to do more.

Down the street from Union Baptist Church, two young men 
were stabbed to death after being accosted by a group of five 
youths bent on stealing a fashionable jacket.

“That homicide happened maybe a block or two away, and it 
changed everything for me at that point,” Brown said. “School 
became increasingly less important than figuring out this 
dilemma, this out-of-control youth violence that was hitting all 
our communities, especially the neighborhoods in Boston and 
Cambridge.”

Rounding up support wasn’t a problem. There were many 
like-minded people who wanted to stop the bloodshed. Getting 
enough of them to agree on how to approach the problem was 
Brown’s biggest challenge.

Brown decided the young people involved in crime and violence 
should be treated not as the problem but as part of the solution in 
the mission to bring change to the neighborhoods.

By Chauncey Ross

Miracle on 
the Streets

Jeffrey Brown on the streets 
of Boston’s Roxbury section 
and, above right, ministering 
at Twelfth Baptist Church

Pastor’s Boston Peace 
Project Becomes a Model 
Worldwide
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In 2013, 20 years after he 
founded the group, Brown 
exited his post as executive 
director of the Boston TenPoint 
Coalition so he could devote 
more time as a consultant 
in cities around the world 
adopting his crime-fighting 
principles.

His ambition to settle again in 
Pennsylvania has long been set 
aside.

The product of a military 
family, Brown was born in 
Alaska and raised around the 
country. He settled with his 
mother in central Pennsylvania 
and graduated from Harrisburg 
High School in 1978.

Brown earned a bachelor’s 
degree from East Stroudsburg 
University in 1982 and learned 
about the Benjamin E. Mays 
scholarship opportunity at IUP 
a year later, while he worked as 
an aide to K. Leroy Irvis, speaker 
of the Pennsylvania House of 
Representatives.

“I applied for the scholarship, 
and I got in there in the fall of 
1983,” Brown said. “I was going 
for my master’s in education in 
communications media.”

Brown said being at IUP was 
pivotal in his decision to begin 
seminar studies at Andover 
Newton.

“The time at IUP helped me to 
focus on what I really wanted 
to do,” Brown said. “We were 
up there in the mountains, so 

there was not much else to do 
but think and contemplate and 
pray and study. This is exactly 
what I did, and I discovered I 
had a call to the ministry.”

IUP’s Program of Scholars 
was invaluable to him, he 
said. The program called on 
students, many of them African 
American, to mentor other 
students.

“The person who administered 
it, Crawford Johnson, was really 
a seminal figure, an inspiring 
figure for me.”

Professor Richard Lamberski 
advised Brown in his 
communications media 
graduate program, and 
members of the greater Indiana 
community were instrumental 
in providing support and 
direction.

“I was trying to figure out the 
rest of my life, which included 
my spiritual life, and so IUP 
was a critical period of time,” 
Brown said.

He found help at a local church, 
Faith Temple Church of God 
in Christ, where Elder Stanford 
Webb was the pastor “and 
really the guiding light” and 
Robert Scholfield, a former IUP 
administrator in the Finance 
Division, was an associate elder.

“I don’t know what I would 
have done if I didn’t have those 
Sunday mornings and Friday 
nights at that tiny little church,” 
Brown said. “The nurturing 

Community leaders in other 
cities, even in other nations, 
modeled and adapted the 
concept. A spin-off organization, 
TenPoint International, 
implemented versions of the 
plan in Northern Ireland, South 
America, southern Africa, and 
southeast Asia.

Under Brown’s leadership in 
Boston, the homicide rate fell 
from 152 in 1990 to 31 in 1999. 
People called that the Boston 
Miracle.

“I always tell people, the 
miracle wasn’t the youth. It 
was the adults and our ability 
to actually come together and 
check our egos at the door and 
work for something that was 
greater than ourselves,” Brown 
said.

“But I think, for most folks, 
what was miraculous about the 
work wasn’t the relationships, 
but the fact that we were 
able to build some level of 
trust between what I would 
call traditionally conflicting 
constituencies. That’s when you 
have black ministers teaming 
up with white cops in the city 
of Boston—that’s had a history 
of racial unrest—and when 
you have gang youths who 
are at the table because their 
innovative ideas gain traction 
among the youth.

“If it works, it works. If it keeps 
people alive, it keeps people 
alive. It’s kind of unusual for a 
black minister to say something 
like that, but it’s the truth.”

nature of those people helped 
me to focus on what mattered 
and what was important for 
me.”

Still based in the Boston area, 
Brown crisscrosses the nation 
as a consultant to police 
departments and community 
groups, guiding them on how 
to connect with high-risk youth 
to reduce violence.

Just before leaving the Boston 
TenPoint Coalition, Brown 
founded a national initiative 
called RECAP, Rebuilding 
Every Community around 
Peace, for combating urban 
gang violence.

Through RECAP, he launched 
an awareness campaign in 2015 
called the National Season of 
Peace, which called on young 
people in cities to lay down 
their arms for specified periods 
of time so they could think 
more about how they were 
handling their lives.

Brown also continues 
ministering to a neighborhood 
congregation, serving today as 
an associate pastor for external 
relations at Twelfth Baptist 
Church in the Roxbury section 
of Boston. m

“Imagine developing a plan—
you have one minister at one 
table and a heroin dealer at the 
other table, coming up with a 
way in which the church can 
help the entire community.” 

Jeffrey Brown discussed his strategy to reduce violence during a 
Technology Education Design (TED) talk in Vancouver, British 
Columbia, in March. JA
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University of Hohenheim 
in Germany writes, “Walras’s 
theory of general economic 
equilibrium has inspired 
many great economists. ...It is 
therefore highly welcome that 
the third and finest edition 
of Walras’s opus magnum, 
Elements, for the first time 
is available in an excellent 
English edition, thanks to 
Donald Walker and Jan van 
Daal, two leading Walrasian 
scholars.”

Partnership with Africa  
NAFSA: Association of 
International Educators has 
selected six African university 
leaders for its inaugural Global 
Dialogue Fellows program. 
To support the fellows, six 
Global Dialogue Partners have 
been chosen, and one of them 
is Michele Petrucci D’05, 

Walras’s Work, in English  
Professor emeritus, former 
Department of Economics 
chairperson, and Distinguished 
University Professor Donald 
Walker was an IUP faculty 
member for 27 years. He has 
long been recognized as a 
leading scholar of the landmark 
theories of Léon Walras and 
now, with Jan van Daal, 
has published a definitive 
English translation of Walras’s 
seminal work. In an extensive 
introduction to Elements of 
Theoretical Economics: Or, 
The Theory of Social Wealth, 
published by Cambridge 
University Press, Walker 
provides context for Walras’s 
work and also reveals why the 
third edition is logically more 
complete than the fourth. In 
a review of the new volume, 
Harald Hagemann of the 

Faculty Deaths

Robert Johnson, who 
retired from the English 
Department in 1998 after 
27 years of service, died 
June 29, 2015.

Sally Thornton M’77, 
a professor emerita who 
retired in 2009 after more 
than 27 years in the 
Spanish Department, died 
September 19, 2015.

MENToRS

The following former 
faculty members died in 
recent months:

assistant vice president for 
International Education and 
Global Engagement at IUP. She 
will meet with Zainab Ali Iddi 
from the State University of 
Zanzibar, Tanzania, at NAFSA 
conferences and will also 
welcome him to IUP next year. 
“This is a reconnection with my 
African past,” Petrucci said. “I 
spent one year teaching in the 
Peace Corps in Botswana and 
nearly six years living, working, 
and studying in South Africa. 
Africa is often overlooked 
in the field of international 
education, so I am especially 
proud to be a Global Dialogue 
Partner.” Petrucci has led 
IUP’s Office of International 
Education, formerly the Office 
of International Affairs, since 
1997.

Tales of Mt. Washington  
Gary Patton taught in the 
Department of Psychology for 
28 years before retiring in 1997 
and being awarded emeritus 
status. He and his wife, Lenore 
Patton M’78, moved to New 
Hampshire, the setting for his 
two novels. Recently published, 
the second of these, Selling 
Mt. Washington, is a satirical 
tale of an effort to pass a bill 
in the state legislature to sell 
Mt. Washington State Park 
and allow the installation 
of wind turbines. “Granite 
Staters proudly claim that 
6,288-foot Mt. Washington 
has the worst weather in the 
world,” the author said, “with 
an average of 311 inches of 
snow, temperatures that have 
never risen above 72 degrees 
Fahrenheit, and hurricane-force 
winds that once set a record at 
231 miles per hour.” The book’s 
protagonist makes a deal with 
a state party chairman, vowing 
to find a Senate candidate in 
exchange for being named state 
attorney general. All he can 
find is “an oaf and a clod,” who, 
he hopes, will vote against the 
wind turbine bill. The book 
is available through major 
retailers. m
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The Mystical Arts of Tibet, 
an educational tour, 
returned to IUP in October 
for the fourth time since 
2003. Ten Tibetan monks 
led a weeklong celebration 
of sacred arts and shared 
information about Tibetan 
culture and Buddhism. As 
in years past, the monks 
constructed a sand mandala, 
a representation of the 
universe that they dismantle 
at the end of the week. 
This follows the Buddhist 
teaching of enjoying beauty 
but clinging to nothing, 
according to Stuart Chandler, 
religious studies professor 
and project coordinator. The 
visitors also created a butter 
sculpture, pictured here 
in its early stages. Tibetan 
monks have carved torma, 
as the sculptures are known, 
for centuries and typically 
display them as part of a 
festival just after the Tibetan 
New Year or use them as 
offerings, Chandler said. 

Masterpiece for a Moment  



A
s an undergraduate 
biochemistry major, Justin 
Fair attended Virginia 
Tech, which offered ample 
research opportunities, 

but it wasn’t until his junior year that he 
discovered how to get into a lab to gain that 
valuable experience.

“And by then, I hadn’t made any 
connections to my faculty members, and all 
the lab positions for undergraduates were 
maxed out.”

Fair, who went on to earn his master’s 
degree at IUP in 2004 and his doctoral 
degree at the University of Connecticut, 
today is a member of IUP’s chemistry 
faculty. He doesn’t want any undergraduate 
student to miss out the way he did.

His aim is to prepare students for their 
next phase—whatever that might be. 

Through Research Experiences for Summer 
Scholars at IUP, a program Fair styled after 
a National Science Foundation project, 
students use research opportunities to 
blaze their own trails, sometimes as early 
as freshman year. These opportunities help 
them understand what paths they might 
wish to take, whether that’s pursuing 
graduate education and remaining in 
academia or interning in industrial settings. 

In addition to research, Fair and his 
colleagues have provided what they view 
as professional development—experience 
in leading experiments in addition to skills 
every student, regardless of major, needs. 
Participants gain confidence as well as 
insight, and the experience itself helps 
determine whether research is the right fit 
for them.

“We want to make sure their résumés allow 
them to stand out from the crowd,” Fair said. 

Early Bird 
Research

Program 
Prepares Science 
Students for a 
Competitive 
Future

By Regan Houser

Making Greener Esters:  
Emily Groegler, inset above, 
and Austin Meals, at the 
chalkboard with chemistry 
faculty member Justin Fair, 
worked to discover and refine 
a new way to create a class of 
chemicals known as esters. 
Esters are commonly used as 
food flavorings and fragrances. 
Unlike other methods of 
producing esters, their method 
avoids use of harsh chemical 
solvents or heavy-metal 
catalysts, providing a greener 
method that produces a smaller 
chemical footprint. 
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This photo was taken in Miller 
Stadium in 1986 or ’87. If you 
know the identity of anyone in 
the photo, Harrison Wick, IUP 
Special Collections librarian 
and university archivist, would 
love to hear from you. Wick is 
also interested in donations of 
Oak yearbooks from the 1980s 
and ’90s, particularly the 1987 
edition. Contact him at hwick@
iup.edu. Yearbooks and other 
memorabilia can be mailed to 
him at IUP Special Collections, 
Stapleton Library, Room 302, 
431 South 11th Street, Indiana, 
PA 15705.
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“We want to get them into research as early as we can, to give them a 
leg up, so that by junior or senior year, they can qualify for research 
experiences elsewhere or for internships.” 

The program is open to all students in the College of Natural Sciences 
and Mathematics. Thirty stayed at IUP through last summer to 
participate.

“The dean was adamant that we would turn no one down, but 
definitely, the funding is competitive,” Fair said. “We string together 
stipends for students from the Dean’s Innovation Fund and various 
budgets and other sources. That way, we can defray the cost of 
staying in Indiana over the summer for some students.”

Despite the fact RESS is open to any student enrolled in the 
college, interested students still need to complete an application 
process to sell themselves, which, according to Fair, is just another 
piece of the professional development puzzle. After students are 
assigned a faculty mentor, they develop a research topic and then 
spend the summer months examining it. They also have access to 
various academic and recreational activities, anything from group 
discussions and guest lectures to weekend trips to take the edge off 
the stress and tedium that are part of daily research. 

The program culminates in an afternoon styled after an academic 
conference, with a guest speaker. This year’s speaker was Alan 
Russell, chief innovation officer and executive vice president of 
Allegheny Health Network, who also is known for providing TED 
talks on regenerative medicine. The day ends in a poster session, 
providing students the opportunity to explain their findings.

“The most important thing is that undergraduates lead the research 
project,” Fair said. “At most other universities, it’s not like that. 
Usually, the emphasis is on the graduate student or the postdoctoral 
student.”

Fair said since the program’s inception two years ago, student 
scholarship as reflected in students’ being named as co-authors in 
published work and making presentations at regional and national 
conferences has more than doubled. 

“In this program, they do more than present their research projects. 
They learn how to actually sell themselves—and that’s a skill they’ll 
need down the road.” m

“The most important thing 
is that undergraduates lead 
the research project. At most 
other universities, it’s not 
like that.”

Using Zebrafish to Fight Kidney Disease: 

Elizabeth Stackhouse and Michael Belko examined zebrafish 
stem cells in a larger quest to find agents that would lead to new 
therapies for human chronic kidney disease. As Stackhouse 
described it, “Kidney disease is a major problem worldwide, and 
currently no effective therapy exists. Unlike humans, zebrafish 
can regrow their kidneys after injury, making them a unique 
model for studying kidney regeneration. One particular protein 
(lhx1a) is active during zebrafish kidney regeneration. Our lab 
recently showed that this protein works by binding to another 
lhx1a protein, which is a process called dimerization. We 
worked to identify the region of this protein responsible for the 
self-binding process. Understanding how this protein works 
could lead to developing a therapy that turns on lhx1a and 
promotes kidney regeneration in humans.”

Mixing Alcohol and Caffeine:  

Biology faculty member Christina Ruby, left, supervised both 
David Bunion and Caitlyn Palmer, who examined caffeine’s 
effect on circadian rhythm. As the students described it, “It’s 
common practice to mix alcohol and caffeine, but not many 
tests have been done to examine the effects of these drugs 
used in combination.” In their study, the students found 
that caffeine changes the rhythm of alcohol-induced motor 
impairment in mice. “Interestingly, caffeine made the mice 
more sensitive to alcohol when they were normally the least 
sensitive, early in the day. Our results support the hypothesis 
that the circadian system may play a role in the addictive 
potential of combined caffeine and alcohol use and show that 
it could be dangerous to use caffeine to try to sober up.”
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It takes a lot of effort from 
a lot of people to win 
a championship, and 
one of the many who 

had a hand in the University 
of Virginia’s run to the NCAA 
baseball crown has roots at IUP.

Kevin McMullan ’90, a 
member of the IUP Athletic 
Hall of Fame, is the associate 
head coach at Virginia, and 
he played a key role in the 
Cavaliers’ improbable national 
championship last spring.

“I was caught up in it,” said 
McMullan, who was a two-
sport star at IUP. “It was so fun 
to be part of it.”

And McMullan is certain he 
wouldn’t have been a part of 
Virginia’s title run if it weren’t 
for his education at IUP. “All 
the fundamentals I learned 
at IUP I use to this day,” he 
said. “It’s part of my fiber. I’m 
just paying it forward in my 
business.”

That Virginia won the College 
World Series title might not be 
as much of a surprise as the fact 
the Cavaliers were even in the 
tournament. They were sub-
.500 for most of the season and 
had to use many young players 
who hadn’t quite ripened into 
productive batters and pitchers.

“But we felt that if we got some 
guys healthy and if we got to 
the tournament, we’d have a 
shot,” McMullan said. 

That’s exactly what happened. 
The Cavaliers were struggling 
at the midpoint of their regular 
season, but they caught fire at 
the right time and won 12 of 
their final 17 games to get to 
the point where they needed 
to sweep North Carolina in 
the final series of the season 
just to get to the Atlantic Coast 
Conference tournament.

Three games and three wins 
later, Virginia was playoff 
bound. After that, the Cavaliers 

were on a mission, and 
McMullan could feel it.

“There was a lot of pressure 
on us because we had been 
successful the year before,” he 
said. “But this pressure was way 
different. We just enjoyed the 
moment and went for a ride.”

Despite going only 1-3 in the 
ACC tournament, the Cavaliers 
earned a spot in the NCAA 
bracket. They won the regional 
and super regional crowns to 
earn one of the eight spots in 
the College World Series in 
Omaha, Nebraska. That’s when 
things really got interesting. 
First, Virginia knocked out 
Arkansas. Then the Cavaliers 
sent Florida packing to set up 
a best-of-three finale against 
Vanderbilt, one of the premier 
programs in the land.

Virginia dropped the opener, 
5-1, but stormed back to win the 
final two games, 3-0 and 4-2, to 
claim the championship.

“We just got hot at the right 
time,” McMullan said. “It felt 
like when you least expect 
something, you get it. It just 
really validates what we do as a 
program.”

It was quite an achievement 
for the Cavaliers, and for 
McMullan, who has made a 
name for himself in baseball 
since graduating from IUP. He 
played professionally in the 
New York Yankees organization 
for a couple years and became 
the coach at his alma mater in 
1994.

He left IUP two seasons later 
to become an assistant at St. 
John’s, and after a few years, 
he took a job as an assistant at 
East Carolina, which eventually 
led to a coaching job in the 
Atlanta Braves’ minor league 
organization. In 2003, he landed 
at Virginia, where he has been 
a mainstay in the Cavaliers’ 
dugout.

That’s quite a journey from his 
days at IUP, when McMullan 
was a standout on the Indians’ 
football and baseball teams. 

“At IUP, I got the opportunity 
to further my education,” 
McMullan said. “It was the 
right fit for me. Some of the 
people I met there are some of 
the finest people I know, and 
I still have relationships with 
them today. They’re lifelong 
friends. I was surrounded 
by great men—guys like 
George Chaump and Mark 
Kaczanowicz at first, and 
then Coach [Frank] Cignetti 
[’60, M’65] took over, and then 
guys like Tom Rogish [’73] 
and Frank Condino were all 
tremendous influences on me.”

The journey from IUP to 
Charlottesville took some odd 
twists and turns. But it led 
McMullan to an NCAA crown, 
something he still enjoys 
thinking about, when he’s not 
looking at the road ahead.

“We’re on to the next chapter,” 
McMullan said. “But it’s still 
nice to hear those words: 
national champions.”

Hall of Fame 
The IUP Athletic Hall of 
Fame inducted its Class of 
2015 on September 12 before 
the Crimson Hawks’ season-
opening football game against 
Kutztown. 

The inductees were Jason 
Bullock ’96 and Wes Layton 
’02 (men’s basketball), Sarah 
Zdesar McKinney ’05, M’10 
(women’s basketball), Robert 
Green ’54, Barry Lippencott 
’67, Darren Cottrill ’88, Stan 
Celich ’90, Scott Woods 
’94, and Jeff Turnage ’95, 
M’96 (football), Ryan Sikora 
’01 (golf), Angela Hileman 
Blevins ’02 (softball), Julie 
Bober Moore ’01 (women’s 
swimming), David Medvetz 
’86 (men’s track and field), 
and Lacey George Gibson 
’05 (volleyball). Longtime 

volunteer assistant football 
coach Gene Bicego M’73 was 
given the honorary Bell Ringer 
Award.

The new class brings the 
total to 230 former athletes, 
coaches, and administrators 
who have been honored 
with enshrinement for their 
contributions to IUP athletics.

New Faces 
Several new coaches were hired 
recently to help mentor IUP 
teams. 

Scott Pennewill was tabbed 
to take over the women’s 
volleyball program as head 
coach, while Adam Stoner was 
hired as an assistant men’s and 
women’s swimming coach. 

In football, head coach Curt 
Cignetti added four assistants 
to his staff: Marty Higgins, 
Luke Barker, Dale Boston 
’09, and John Pettina ’87. 
And in men’s basketball, 
Joey Cantens and Chuck 

Harris have joined coach Joe 
Lombardi’s staff as assistants.

Alumni Notes 
Former standout football player 
Tobias Robinson was recently 
named head coach at Bandon 
High School in Oregon. 

Soon after earning his master’s 
degree from IUP, Nick Patton 
M’15 was hired as the men’s 
and women’s cross country 
coach at Penn College in 
Williamsport. 

A former assistant soccer coach 
at IUP, Adam Matter ’10 

spent six months as a sports 
performance intern with the US 
women’s national field hockey 
team. Soon after, he was hired 
as an assistant soccer coach at 
the University of Virginia. 

Brent Baird M’08 was hired 
in September as the director of 
athletics at Penn State Altoona. 
His appointment came after he 
held the position on an interim 
basis for a year. 

After spending two seasons as 
an assistant men’s basketball 
coach at IUP, Jimmy 
Langhurst was hired for a 

similar position at Le Moyne 
College in Syracuse, New York. 

In April, the Pennsylvania 
Interscholastic Athletic 
Association recognized Herb 
Moore ’67 for 50 years of 
service as a PIAA basketball 
official. A plaque with his 
name is displayed at the PIAA 
Officials’ Hall of Honor and 
Recognition in Mechanicsburg. 
A former basketball player at 
IUP, Moore retired from Shade 
Central City High School in 
Cairnbrook after 37 years of 
teaching and coaching. 

After 46 years of coaching track 
and field, Paul Hadzor ’69 has 
retired. He started his career as 
a teacher and coach at General 
Wayne Middle School in 
Malvern and reached legendary 
status as head of Great Valley 
High School’s program. He was 
also an assistant for five years at 
West Chester University. m

BY MATTHEW BURGLUND

Kevin McMullan has been a coach with the national champion 
Virginia Cavaliers since 2003.

With IUP President Michael Driscoll, back left, are the 2015 Athletic Hall of Fame inductees. Front row, from left: Ryan Sikora, Julie Bober 
Moore, Gene Bicego, Angela Hileman Blevins, Bob Green, and Wes Layton. Back row: Dave Medvetz, Darren Cottrill, Lacey George Gibson, 
Stan Celich, Scott Woods, Jeff Turnage, Jason Bullock, Sarah Zdesar McKinney, and Barry Lippencott.
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For up-to-the-minute news on IUP 
sports, visit www.iupathletics.com. 
There you’ll find all the latest news 

Namedroppers can’t bring you because 
of deadline constraints.
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Members of the 
Paranormal 
Society of IUP 
periodically 

enter campus buildings late at 
night, sit in the dark, and try to 
see what they can find. Or, more 
accurately, try to find what they 
can’t see.

The evidence this student-run 
organization collects could 
unnerve even the staunchest 
of skeptics. Members have 
recorded disembodied voices 
and eerie sounds, spotted 
shadowy figures and moving 
black masses, and reported 

being touched when no one 
was around them. No one with 
a pulse, that is.

They’ve found that Keith 
and Leonard halls, which 
will be razed in the spring, 
are a veritable beehive of 
paranormal activity. The 
group regularly investigates 
those venerable academic 
buildings and other campus 
sites, documenting ghostly 
encounters with an array of 
scientific equipment: video 
cameras with night-shot or low-
light capability; digital cameras; 
thermometers; electromagnetic 

field meters that detect spikes 
in energy, thought to indicate 
the presence of spirits; and 
tape recorders, which typically 
provide the most compelling 
evidence.

PSIUP has gathered a 
multitude of electronic voice 
phenomena—commonly 
known as EVPs—which are 
defined as unexplained voices 
or noises recorded on audiotape 
that are not heard at the time 
by the human ear. Such as a 
curious snippet captured during 
an investigation in Keith when 
Nathan Forbes, who founded 
PSIUP in 2008 and served as its 
first president, was a student. 

“We were upstairs, trying to 
make contact with a spirit,” said 
Forbes, a 2012 graduate who 
works as a special-education 
teacher at the Westmoreland 
Intermediate Unit in 
Greensburg. “There’s an EVP 
where we ask, ‘What’s your 
name?’ It answers, ‘William. 
Call me Bill.’”

PSIUP recordings suggest 
that unseen entities occupy 
several campus buildings. In 
fact, a gaggle of ghostly tenants 
apparently roams the halls of 
Keith, constructed in 1939 and 
once home to the campus’s 
laboratory school, where 
student teachers instructed 
children from the community. 
Small wonder, then, that so 
many of the voices heard on 
EVPs belong to youngsters. Like 
Mary Ann.

“That was the name given us 
by a sensitive, and we’ve had 
multiple people who claim to 
be intuitive describe her the 
same way—which is, kind of 
plain,” said English professor 
Laurel Black, PSIUP’s faculty 
advisor. “She’s wearing sort 
of a jumper dress, and she has 
brown hair. She’s about 10 or 
11 years old, and we hear her 
voice repeatedly [on EVPs]. It’s 
very high-pitched and echo-y. 
In one, we are talking about a 
photograph that didn’t come 
out right, and she says, ‘Let me 
see it.’”

PSIUP members often try to 
draw out the spirits of children 
during investigations in Keith 
by scattering a selection of toys, 
rolling balls across the floor, 
playing ring around the rosy—
even offering to “race” ghostly 
residents through the halls.

“On one of my first 
investigations with the club, 
we decided to have mock races,” 
said junior anthropology major 
Samantha Jacobs, PSIUP’s 
historian. “One of the guys, who 
was one of the tallest people in 
the group, raised his hand and 
said, ‘I’ll do it.’ So one girl goes 
[to the spirits], ‘Okay, he’s going 
to race you. He’s got nice long 
legs, so you’ve got to run fast.’ 
Listening to the tape recorder, a 
few seconds after she said that, 
you hear a very high-pitched 
little girl’s voice go, ‘nice long 
legs.’ Hearing it sends shivers 
down your back.”

One of the more fascinating 
EVPs captured in Keith evokes 
a long-ago era, when students 
customarily arrived on campus 
in something other than cars.

“You have this rushing and 
roaring noise, a hissing sound, 
then you hear the screeching of 
something,” Black said. “There’s 
a rumbling and grumbling 
noise that goes along with 
it. I played it at a continuing 
education workshop on ghost 
hunting, and there were some 
older members in that class 
who said what they thought I 
had on this tape was the sound 
of the old steam train that used 
to come right past Keith Hall 
and stop where the HUB is 
today. It’s a good one, because 
it’s so odd.”

Keith qualifies as the epicenter 
of odd on campus. Investigators 
have seen a black mass appear 
in the back of a classroom, 
make its way down the aisle 
to the front of the room, and 
then vanish; spotted shadows 
moving; heard the sound of 
doors slamming even though 
they were locked; and, perhaps 
most unsettling of all, been 
touched.

“We were in one of the 
classrooms, and everyone was 
sitting near the front,” Jacobs 
said. “I decided to sit toward the 
back, just to see what would 
happen. Everyone’s talking, 
and nothing’s going on at that 
point. All of a sudden, it felt like 
somebody put their hand on 
top of my shoulder.”

Jacobs assumed a group member was trying to get her attention. 
She turned around, and…no one was there.

Leonard, where mischievous spirits rarely fail to reveal 
themselves, rivals Keith as a paranormal hot spot. Investigators 
regularly peek out of classrooms after hearing footsteps or 
talking in the hallways, only to find them empty. Blinds fly up 
after they’ve been tied down, doors slam shut, shadow figures 
appear, and strange sounds pierce the nighttime silence. 

“There’s a women’s bathroom on the second floor, and across 
the hall, in one of the classrooms, there were four men in a 
group, and they heard somebody sobbing hysterically in the 
bathroom,” Black said. “It sounded like Moaning Myrtle from 
Harry Potter. And they had a big debate: Do we go into the 
women’s room or not? What do we do? They finally decided to 
go in and see if she needed help. And the moment they touched 
the door, it all stopped. There was nobody in there.”

Investigators have captured numerous EVPs in the building, 
constructed in 1953 on the site of the original Leonard Hall, 
which was destroyed by fire. 

“We have one of an older female in an elevator saying hello,” 
Black said, mimicking the entity’s speech by lowering her voice 
and drawing out the word. “Most people find it very creepy.”

Another EVP was recorded late one night when several women 
from Black’s continuing education ghost hunting class left 
Leonard and headed toward Keith. Someone else unexpectedly 
chimed in as the women carried on a conversation.

“It was a group with all adults,” Forbes said, “and you hear a 
little girl’s voice. It says, ‘Come play with me.’ And then, as they 
continue walking, you hear a whimper.”

The youngster apparently followed the group, because the 
volume of her voice never varies.

The Stapleton and Stabley library buildings have also yielded 
some intriguing EVPs. Former PSIUP president Gabby Lehigh, a 
2013 alumna who is now a graduate student at the University 

By Bob Fulton
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The 
Haunted 
Halls 
of IUP
Society Looks to the 
Future of Ghost Hunting 
after Keith and Leonard 
Are Gone

Laurel Black, with night-
vision video camera and 
KII meter in hand, in 
front of Keith Hall. The 
paranormal society she 
advises uses the KII to 
try to communicate with 
ghosts.
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ACHIEVEMENTS
Best Nursing Schools

NurseJournal.org ranked IUP in the top 10 percent of nursing 
schools and colleges in the eastern United States as part of its 
“America’s Best Nursing Schools” listing. Nearly 1,200 schools in 
the East were evaluated on quality, affordability, convenience, 
satisfaction, and value. Targeting nurses and other health 
care workers, the journal is an open, online forum for articles, 
manuscripts, unpublished theses, and letters.

A Leader in Cybersecurity 

An HP Enterprise Security study conducted by the Ponemon 
Institute ranked IUP in the top quartile of schools offering 
cybersecurity programs. The study rated more than 5,000 schools, 
ranging from community colleges to doctoral-granting institutions, 
for the “Best Schools for Cybersecurity” listing, released in October. 
Also this fall, the National Security Agency and the Department 
of Homeland Security named IUP a National Center of Academic 
Excellence in Cyber Defense Education. IUP has been a Center for 
Academic Excellence since 2002. The university’s cyber defense 
program offerings include the BS in Computer Science/Information 
Assurance and the Information Assurance minor.

Promoting Women in STEM

Deanne Snavely, dean of IUP’s College of Natural Sciences and 
Mathematics, is part of a consortium of western Pennsylvania 
and northern Ohio universities working to increase the number 
of women in full-time, tenured professorships in the science, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) disciplines. The 
National Science Foundation funded the project, known as IDEAL-
National, through a three-year, $750,000 grant. Snavely is among the 
project’s principal investigators, along with two faculty members 
from Case Western Reserve.

Arboretum Admired

The Allegheny Arboretum at IUP is 10th on a Best College Reviews 
list of “The 50 Most Beautiful College Arboretums.” The ranking 
service compiled the list using these criteria: arboretum and 
collection size, year established, opportunities for students, and 
community connection. IUP’s 354-acre campus is home to 1,320 
trees. Reviewers wrote, “This living museum not only provides 
beauty, but an outdoor classroom where each specimen is carefully 
labeled, maintained, cataloged, and mapped.”

of South Florida, recalled one 
that defied explanation.

“I was in an all-female group, 
and we were coming down 
from the second floor to the 
main floor of the library,” 
she said. “There was another 
member of the group that was 
supposed to show up for the 
investigation, so when we saw 
some random guy standing 
by the entrance doors and 
looking in, we kind of made a 
joke, like, ha, ha, ha, so-and-so’s 
locked outside, he can’t do the 
investigation. When I went to 
review my tape later, you could 
hear this male voice in the 
background laugh and say, ‘I 
know.’ It was a really awesome 
EVP because there was no one 
there but us females.”

Forbes recorded his own 
awesome EVP while 
investigating on the third floor.

“Normally we tell a spirit not to 
leave, don’t follow us, that sort 
of thing,” he said. “On the tape, 
you hear a male voice, almost 
like he’s responding to us, say in 
a whisper, ‘I’ll stay here.’”

PSIUP has explored other 
campus buildings, too, though 
less thoroughly than Keith 
and Leonard, chiefly because 
of access issues. But, based on 
first-person accounts, Sutton, 
Waller, Wilson, and Breezedale 
feature paranormal activity. 
Custodians have reported 
disquieting experiences in 
those buildings, where they 
often work late at night, alone. 
For example, they’ve heard 
music in the stairwells of 
Sutton and the sound of people 
running down the hallways on 
the floor above. One custodian, 
perturbed by the racket, began 
wearing headphones to block 
it out.

A shadow figure reportedly 
wanders around in Breezedale, 
the Victorian mansion that 
houses IUP’s Alumni Relations 
office. A custodian who 
spotted the apparition was so 
convinced he’d encountered a 
flesh-and-blood intruder that 

he summoned security. No one 
was found.

“I was a member of the IUP 
Ambassadors, and some of our 
leadership had an office on the 
very top floor of Breezedale,” 
Lehigh said. “One of the officers 
was sitting at a desk, and all 
of a sudden all the drawers in 
another desk just flew open. 
There was no one else up there. 
He just gathered his stuff and 
left immediately.”

PSIUP members welcome the 
sort of encounters that send 
others bolting for the exits, 
hearts pounding and hairs 
standing at attention. They 
approach investigations—at 
sites both on campus and off—
with scientific rigor, critically 
evaluate the evidence, and 
try to reach valid conclusions. 
Explainable? Paranormal? 
Sometimes, they’re just left 
scratching their heads.

“As skeptics, we should be 
debunking whatever we 
can until we are left with 
something we can’t answer, we 
can’t account for,” Black said. 
“That doesn’t necessarily mean 
that it’s paranormal. Some 
people would say, well, maybe 
it’s something we just don’t 
know about yet. Maybe it’s 
something we haven’t thought 
of. Others might say, well, we’ve 
ruled out everything that we 
can reasonably think of. What 
is keeping us from saying that 
this is paranormal? Is it a set of 
beliefs? Is it fear? These kinds of 
really thoughtful discussions 
are hard to come by in other 
locations on campus.”

They’re what galvanize PSIUP 
members, who will continue 
to investigate their school’s 
seemingly haunted halls—
just not those in Keith and 
Leonard, whose demolition 
date is fast approaching. Soon 

the sturdy walls that sheltered 
generations of students and 
faculty members—and perhaps 
a community of ghostly 
inhabitants—will be reduced to 
heaps of rubble.

“It’s really heartbreaking,” 
Lehigh said. “Those buildings 
are valuable resources for 
PSIUP, because they’re so 
active. It’s really hard to see 
them go. I’ve investigated other 
places on campus, but I just 
feel like Keith and Leonard are 
kind of the heart and soul of the 
paranormal at IUP.”

Alas, PSIUP members will no 
longer walk their darkened 
halls, trying to see what they 
can find. Or find what they can’t 
see. m

Daryl Klingensmith 
filmed while using a doll 
as a prop to interest child 
ghosts in Leonard Hall.

Hunting ghosts in Leonard 
Hall, Sharon Layton ’06 
dressed the part.

Milestone 
Generosity

An anonymous gift of $28,247, to be added to the IUP Scholarship 
Fund.

From Robert Basehore ’71 and Kathie Kuvinka Basehore 
’71, $25,000 to establish a scholarship to support the education of 
deserving athletes.

From Nadav Baum ’86, $25,000 to establish the Entrepreneurial 
Management Scholarship.

From Tim Cejka ’73 and Debra Phillips Cejka ’73, $2 million in 
support of initiatives within the College of Natural Sciences and 
Mathematics.

From the Bruno and Lena DeGol Foundation, $25,000 to establish 
a scholarship for members of the IUP football team.

From the Heinz Endowments, $109,000 to fund the IUP Pittsburgh 
Promise Plus program.

From Bruce Jenkins, $25,000 to establish a scholarship in honor of 
Jean Caldwell Jenkins ’53 for students studying family and consumer 
sciences education or child development and family relations.

From Barbara Bentrim Kubala ’68, M’73 and Larry Kubala ’80, 
$25,000 to establish an endowed scholarship in support of athletes 
and students in the College of Fine Arts.

From Gealy Wallwork, member of the IUP Council of Trustees, 
$52,325 to create the Betty Ann Boone Wallwork Scholarship in 
memory of his wife. The scholarship benefits students majoring in 
English.

From Mark Zacur ’85 and Lynn Urban Zacur ’85, $25,000 to 
establish the Dr. Maurice Zacur ’51 Geography Scholarship.

IUP received the following gifts of $25,000 or more, 
made to the Foundation for IUP between June 15 and 
November 1. The university community thanks all who 
invest in IUP and its students.
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ALL ABOUT ALUMNI
1950s
On May 14, Janet Cook 
Loch ’55 and Merle Loch 
’56 celebrated 60 years of 
marriage. They were married 
at the United Presbyterian 
Church in Indiana by the 
Rev. Frank Lawrence in 1955. 
Merle and Jan both worked 
at Sterling Heights High 
School in Michigan—Merle as 
principal and Jan as a teacher. 
Jan is president of the Warren, 
Michigan, Rotary Club. Merle 
is a past president of the club 
and a past district governor of 
Rotary International, District 
6380.

1960s
A group made up of friends and 
couples who met on campus 
in the late ’50s and early ’60s 
has remained close. It includes 
Jim Fields ’62 and Diane 
Baker Fields ’62, Jim Hawk 
’62 and Susie Wright Hawk 
’62, Pat Lanning Kripowicz 
’62, Jim Patton ’62 and 
Marian Myers Patton ’62, 
Al Thomas ’64 and Sally 
Stewart Thomas ’62, Paul 
Welch ’62 and Patty Petrak 
Welch ’62, and Dave Dahlin 
’63 and Marla Specht Dahlin 
’63. A photo taken last year at 
Bethany Beach in Delaware 
appears on the Alumni Extra 
website. Two of the couples 
still live in the area—the 
Dahlins in Ebensburg and the 
Fieldses in Murrysville—but 
the others moved to Maryland 
soon after graduation. 
Careers represented include 
education and coaching, 
government, accounting, and 
pharmaceuticals. Each couple 
has celebrated over 50 years of 
marriage.

In July, Theta Chi fraternity 
members who graduated in the 
early to mid-1960s took part in 
a reunion in New Cumberland. 
A photo submitted by Roger 
Hummel ’63 appears in 
Alumni Extra. 

The Brothers and Cousins event, 
a biannual reunion of all the 
athletes who played under 
football coach Chuck Mills, was 
held last summer in Las Vegas. 
In addition to Coach Mills, 
those in attendance included 
Joe Saffron ’63, Skip Ashton 
’64, Barry Gasdek ’64, Bill 
Leonard ’64, Joe Bellissimo 

’65, M’70, Bob Jamison ’65, 
Buck Lippencott ’67, Al 
Vaccaro ’65, M’66, and Bob 
McAndrew ’67. A photo 
appears on the Alumni Extra 
website.

Seton Hill University in 
Greensburg recently named 
Audrey Manzlak Quinlan 
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Have you noticed this icon at the end of a class note? It means that more information and often photos 
are available on the IUP Magazine website under Alumni Extra, www.iup.edu/magazine/alumniextra.

’67, M’97, D’03 its Professor of 
the Year. Audrey is chair of the 
Education Division and director 
of the Elementary/Middle-
Level Education graduate 
program. She and her husband, 
Timothy Quinlan ’67, a 
retired supervisor at US Steel, 
have two children and three 
grandsons. 

Five women who met as 
freshmen in 1965 and roomed 
on the fourth floor of John 
Sutton Hall have done a little 
more than keep in touch over 
the last 50 years—they’ve 
reconvened at least once each 

year since their IUP graduation. 
Their gathering in September 
was one of only two they’ve 
held on the IUP campus. 
They are Kathleen Duafala 
Courtney ’68, of Aliquippa, 
co-owner of Courtney-

Laughlin Frame Studio and 
Gallery; Sue Girrell Kordish 
’68, M’92, of Curwensville, 
semi-retired dietitian and 
co-owner of Premier Planning 
and Management, LLC; Carla 
Shick Wheeler ’68, of Oil City, 
retired elementary teacher; 
Mary Oaks Bell ’69, M’72, 
of Jamestown, a retired math 
teacher; and Joan Schmidt 
Hogan ’69, of Evans City, 
part-time instructor at Butler 
County Community College. A 
photo of the women on Sutton 
Hall’s East Porch appears on the 
Alumni Extra website.

In September, Alan Luckey 
’87, M’89 donated the custom 
12-string guitar he used as a 
member of the ’60s music group 
the Folkmen to IUP Special 
Collections and University 
Archives. The guitar will be 
on permanent display in the 
library. The Folkmen, active 
from 1964 to 1969, were made 
up of students from Indiana 
State College and later IUP. 
Alan played the guitar, crafted 
by Indiana violin and guitar 
maker John Shingledecker, 
for more than 50 years. Last 
year, Alan published a book, 
Changing Times: The Folkmen 
at IUP, to commemorate the 
50th anniversary of the band’s 
formation.

1970s
Forty-five years after their IUP 
graduation, Kathleen Durkin 
’70, M’76 and Paul Phillips 
’70, M’75 were married. A 
former IUP trustee and a 1994 
recipient of the Distinguished 
Alumni Award, Kathleen is a 
trial judge in the Allegheny 
County Court of Common 
Pleas. Paul is a professor 
emeritus of biology at Bucks 
County Community College. 
He also worked in biomedical 
research for 17 years at the 
Wistar Institute. They live in 
Monroeville.

This fall, IUP lost two prominent alumni from 
the 1960s, both of them previously featured 
in IUP Magazine. Jon Woods ’60, longtime 
Ohio State University band director, and Jack 
Reefer ’69, recognized by voice if not by name 
as one IUP’s most ardent sports fans, both died 
in September. 

The subject of “Not Your Typical Big Band,” 
from the Fall 2003 issue of IUP Magazine, Jon 
Woods was associated with the Ohio State 
Marching Band for 37 years and served as its 
director for nearly three-quarters of that time. 
A native of Spangler, now Northern Cambria, 
he worked summers with his hometown 
high school’s marching band while attending 
Indiana State Teachers College. By his senior 
year, he was running the band full-time. Jon 
worked with other bands as he pursued his 
master’s degree at Penn State and his doctorate 
at the University of Michigan. In 1974, he took 
a job with the band that, thanks to legendary 
Ohio State football coach Woody Hayes, would 
become known as the “best damn band in the 
land,” or TBDBITL, under Jon’s leadership. A 
2011 recipient of the Distinguished Alumni 
Award, Jon retired from Ohio State the same 
year. 

Featured in the story “Super Superfans” from 
the Summer 1995 magazine, Jack Reefer may 
be best known by fellow alumni for the deep, 
booming “I-U-P” he called out at sporting 
events. Employed by the Pennsylvania 
Department of Transportation in Harrisburg 
for 38 years, Jack thought nothing of making 
360-mile round-trips to attend IUP football 
and basketball home games and traveled even 
farther for playoff games. For years, he boasted 
perfect attendance at football games and once 
braved icy roads for seven hours—twice the 
normal driving time—to attend an IUP holiday 
basketball tournament. Jack was equally 
generous in his financial support of IUP causes, 
giving to the marching band, organ studies, 
and IUP-TV in addition to athletic programs. 
He also established a football scholarship 
in memory of his parents, Jack and Dorothy 
Reefer. Born in Delaware County and raised 
in the Beechview section of Pittsburgh, Jack 
moved back to Indiana after retiring from 
PennDOT in 2008.

Grand marshals for the Homecoming parade in October were 
Chuck Sabatos and Marilyn Fleming Sabatos, of Gibsonia, 
and Merceda Biordi Saffron, of Pittsburgh, all of the Class 
of 1965, the 50th anniversary class. A member of Sigma Tau 
Gamma, Chuck taught chemistry at North Allegheny High 
School for 35 years and coached cross country and track. 
Marilyn was senior class secretary and a member of student 
council. Both she and Merceda were members of Sigma Sigma 
Sigma sorority. A former Swing Out queen, Merceda was a 
hall counselor, treasurer of the Art Club, and recipient of an 
art award from the General Federation of Women’s Clubs of 
Pennsylvania. She retired as chair of the Fine Performing and 
Practical Arts Department at Fairfax County Public Schools in 
Virginia.

The American Red Cross of 
Southwestern Pennsylvania 
honored Glenn Cannon 
’71 with the Community 
Leadership Award at its annual 
Heroes Breakfast in Pittsburgh 
in September. A nationally 
known expert in emergency 
planning and response, he 
has served as a safety official 
for Pittsburgh and Allegheny 
County and as director of the 
Pennsylvania Emergency 
Management Agency and 
director of disaster operations 
for FEMA. An IUP trustee 
and 1985 recipient of the 
Distinguished Alumni Award, 
he spoke at commencement 
and received an honorary 
doctorate from IUP in 2010.

The CIA awarded Craig 
Morrow ’71 the Career 
Intelligence medal for 
exceptional achievement, 
among other honors, at an 
August retirement ceremony 
at CIA headquarters in 
Langley, Virginia. Craig 
retired as director of strategy 
and policy after serving in 
diverse CIA assignments of 
increasing responsibility over 
the last 40 years. His work 
with other federal intelligence 
and homeland security 
organizations earned him a 
reputation for effectiveness 
and diplomacy in interagency 
problem solving. An alumnus 
of the Alpha Phi Omega service 
fraternity, Craig enlisted in the 
US Army as an intelligence 
specialist before joining the 
CIA. He is now exploring 
opportunities for a second 
career. Craig and his wife, Janet, 
live in the Washington, DC, 
area. They have two children, 
a son in Washington and a 
daughter in Vermont.

Five IUP friends who lived 
on the fourth floor of Gordon 
Hall in the late 1960s got 
together in September at a 
cabin and woodworking shop 

Jon Woods

Chuck and 
Marilyn Sabatos

Merceda Saffron

Jack Reefer
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belonging to Dan Pillitteri 
’71 near Woodsfield, Ohio. Dan, 
who lives in Pickerington, 
welcomed Ron Yamka ’71, 
of Canonsburg; Bob Shively 
’71, M’72, of Indiana; Joe 
Podplesky ’72, of Baldwin; 
and Ken Kerns, of Peninsula, 
Ohio. They reminisced about 
their days in Gordon Hall and 
saluted the dormitory using a 
brick salvaged at the time of 
Gordon’s demolition. A photo 
appears on the Alumni Extra 
website.

Best known for his work in 
bronze, Indiana County artist 
John McCombie ’72 died 
in July. John’s sculptures on 
campus include the Spirit of 
the Warrior, displayed outside 
Memorial Field House since 
2000, and the 700-pound red-
tailed hawk suspended from 
the ceiling of the Kovalchick 
Complex’s DeChurch Lobby 
since 2013. A longtime 
proponent of retaining IUP’s 
Indian symbolism, John said he 
created the hawk as a rallying 
point for students to support 
IUP athletics. The sculpture was 
featured in the Fall/Winter 2013 
issue of IUP Magazine. A native 

of Spangler, now Northern 
Cambria, John lived in Rayne 
Township with his wife, 
Barbara Ratay McCombie 
’82.

Agora Gallery in New York 
City featured the work of 
Harold Miller ’72, M’74 in 
a July exhibit, Répartie in Art. 
In his oil landscapes of rural 
America, Harold attempts to 
“record as much natural beauty 
as possible” before it is lost to 
development. A native of New 
Jersey, he was a teacher before 
he began painting full-time.

The National Property 
Management Association 
named Charles Waszczak 
’72 the Federal Property 
Manager of the Year in August 
at its National Education 
Seminar in Fort Worth. The 
award recognizes outstanding 
leadership in the federal 
government in personal 
property management. Retired 
from the US Air Force, Chuck 
is a former Air Force Institute 
of Technology faculty member 
and is currently a professor 
of continuing education 
at the Defense Acquisition 

University’s Midwest Region 
campus in Kettering, Ohio.

Published by Les Figues Press, 
TrenchArt Monographs: Hurry 
Up Please Its Time features 
two essays by artist Mark 
Rutkoski ’73. His “Pas de 
deux” is an interweaving of the 
English and French translations 
of Marcel Duchamp’s 1957 
American Federation of 
Arts conference speech, “The 
Creative Act.” The second 
essay, “Last Words,” includes 
the last word of each of the 
13 English Texts for Nothing, 
by Samuel Beckett. Books 
in the TrenchArt series are 
often regarded as experiments 
in language. In addition, 
two of Mark’s drawings 
appeared in the exhibit Call 
for Drawings, organized by 
HKU University of the Arts 
Utrecht in the Netherlands. 
The exhibit collected drawings 
from artists, scientists, and 
other professionals for an 
interdisciplinary research 
project investigating visual 
thinking.

Active in the jewelry business 
since age 15, Dominic 

Have you noticed this icon at the end of a class note? It means that more information and often photos 
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Spadea ’73 has created 
an interactive iPad app for 
both consumers and jewelry 
professionals. JewelryScope 
offers web shopping, ways to 
calculate the value of scrap 
gold and determine a fair price 
for diamonds, and online 
jewelry-selling options, as 
well as jewelry articles and 
information. After managing 
two stores for jewelry retailers, 
Dominic bought a store with 
his brothers in 1979 and, 15 
years later, founded Certified 
Jewelry Appraisals, a mobile 
jewelry appraisal company 
that he later sold. He has 
since established Certified 
Gemological Information, a 
full-service jewelry information 
company. He lives in 
Millersville.

A partner at Meyer, Unkovic 
& Scott in Pittsburgh, Andrea 
Ocepek Geraghty ’74 was 
named to the Best Lawyers in 
America and the Pennsylvania 
Super Lawyers lists. She is 
part of her firm’s construction, 
corporate and business, oil and 
gas, and real estate and lending 
groups. She lives in Point 
Breeze. 

After 40 years as a civilian 
employee in the Department 
of the Navy, Frederick 
Pevahouse ’74 retired in 
January 2014. His career took 
him from Portsmouth Naval 
Shipyard in Kittery, Maine, 
to Norfolk Naval Shipyard 
in Portsmouth, Virginia, and 
finally to the Washington (DC) 
Navy Yard. His last position 
was as a management analyst, 
assessing the operations of 
naval shipyards. His wife, 
Candace Yajko Pevahouse 

More than 40 IUP alumni participated in the 
Eberly College of Business and Information 
Technology’s 25th annual Business Golf Classic 
in July at the Longue Vue Club in Verona. In its 
25-year history, the event has raised more than 
half a million dollars for student scholarships. 
This year’s total was $37,000. Cynthia Stewart 
Strittmatter ’83, M’87, assistant dean for 
administration in the Eberly College, and Nadav 
Baum ’86, of BPU Investment Management, 
served as event co-chairs. Nadav also co-founded 
the golf outing, along with Tim Wallace ’79, 
Tom Wallace ’80, and Tom Costa ’79. S&T Bank 
was this year’s corporate sponsor. A photo of all 
alumni participants in the golf portion of the 
event appears on the Alumni Extra website.

Among the foursomes, from left: Vic Conrad 
’87; Bob Camp, Eberly dean; Rick Ubinger ’81; 
and Bill Shipley ’75
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acclaimed novelist, playwright, 
and screenwriter Randall 
Silvis M’76. Initially offered 
in electronic form only, the 
book will also be available in 
paperback. A 2008 recipient 
of an honorary doctor of laws 
degree from IUP, Randall co-
hosts a biweekly podcast, The 
Writer’s Hangout, and teaches 
a low-residency MFA program 
in popular fiction at Seton Hill 
University in Greensburg.

When the US Army Concert 
Band held its Conductor 
Showcase in July, Jack Stamp 
’76 served as guest clinician. An 
IUP Distinguished University 
Professor and recipient of 
the Distinguished Alumni 
Award, Jack retired in the 
spring as director of bands at 
IUP. The concert took place in 
Col. Samuel R. Loboda Studio, 
Brucker Hall, Joint Base Myer-
Henderson Hall (formerly Fort 
Myer) in Arlington, Virginia. 
Samuel Loboda ’36, a Homer 
City native, was commander 
of the US Army Band from 
1964 to 1976. Among the band 
members performing were Jay 
Brown ’85 (sergeant major) 
and Justin Polyblank ’09 
and John Powlison ’10 (staff 
sergeants). Other alumni in 
attendance included Elaine 
Tselepis Sheetz ’71, Dennis 
Cramer ’75, M’82 and Liz 
Michaliszyn Cramer ’76, 
Carolyn Kirkpatrick Davis 
’86, Adam Hilkert M’10, 
Anthony O’Toole ’11, and 
Anthony Cancro M’12. A 
photo appears on the Alumni 
Extra website. 

After 14 years as a cost analyst 
working on environmental 
projects and power plant 
construction across the country, 
Frank Bozzarelli ’77 passed 
the cost engineer certification 
test and, five years ago, began 
working as a cost engineer 
for the Navy in Jacksonville, 
Florida. He and his wife, Anita, 
moved from the Pittsburgh area 
to Saint Augustine in 2005.

’76, retired last January after a 
career in health care. She has 
worked in hospital labs; in sales, 
marketing, and management of 
commercial labs; and in billing 
and management at physician 
offices. They built a house in 
Irvington, Virginia, and are 
enjoying the Chesapeake Bay 
and volunteering in their 
community.

Patricia Thibault ’75 retired 
after 32 years with the Social 
Security Administration. 

She was the Metropolitan 
Pittsburgh district manager.

Earlier this year, Kindle Press 
launched its Kindle Scout 
program, which asked readers 
to choose books they’d like to 
read based on short descriptions 
posted to the web. Kindle 
editors then read full versions 
of the most popular selections 
and chose winners for 
publication as e-books. Among 
them was Blood & Ink, the 
14th book by internationally 
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Twenty-five years ago, Mark McGahen ’81, M’90 started 
a golf outing and social as a way to reunite his IUP friends. 
Twelve years later, he turned the event into a fund-raiser for 
the Jake Gittlen Cancer Research Foundation, which supports 
research at the Penn State College of Medicine in Hershey. 
The move was inspired by his mother, Audrey King McGahen, 
who lost her battle with cancer soon after Mark’s IUP 
graduation. Mark said she was instrumental in the passing of 
the Pennsylvania Cancer Control, Prevention, and Research 
Act in the early 1980s. Last summer, the Gittlen Foundation 
honored Mark as its Person of the Year in recognition of the 
nearly $250,000 raised over the life of the event. The outing 
garnered nearly $25,000 this year alone.

Mark, who lives in Mechanicsburg, has been a consultant 
with the PA OSHA Consultation Program, based out of the IUP 
Safety Sciences Department, for 16 years.

A doctoral residency 
program last summer 
brought together two IUP 
alumnae. An elementary 
teacher in Harrisburg, 
Angela Sullivan-
Herndon ’86 is pursuing 
a doctorate in educational 
administration through 
the University of Phoenix. 
In July, she went to the 
university’s Nashville 
campus to complete her 
third residency and met 
Jean Perlman ’78, dean of 
the residency program. They 
realized their IUP tie soon 
after Jean mentioned she 
grew up in Punxsutawney. 
“That was the magic bullet 
that led us to IUP,” Angela 
said.
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Annie Pagni Reiplinger ’77 
wrote that “in the optimistic 
belief she’ll be able to retire 
someday,” she has moved to 
Orlando, “thereby getting a 
jump on the competition for 
space in your better trailer 
parks.”

After 32 years as an optometrist, 
Erica Voss-Meloy ’78 retired 
from Mechanicsburg Eye 
Associates. She is co-president 
of the Harrisburg branch of 
the American Association of 
University Women.

In January, Arden Theatre 
Company in Philadelphia will 
host the world premiere of 
Funnyman, by Bruce Graham 
’79, and the play will run 
through March 6. Another of 
Bruce’s new plays, Stella and 
Lou, had its regional premiere 
in July at People’s Light in 
Malvern. A Philadelphia 
native, Bruce is a 2000 
recipient of the Distinguished 
Alumni Award and a 1987 
recipient of the Young Alumni 
Achievement Award.

Suann Thorne Martell ’79 
and her husband, Ray, edited 
Rescuing the Gospel from the 
Cowboys: A Native American 
Expression of the Jesus Way, 
published by InterVarsity Press 
in June. Sue and Ray worked 
with the author, Richard Twiss, 
until his death in 2013, and at 
his widow’s request, worked 
with the publisher. Rescuing 
the Gospel is on the publisher’s 
list of “40 Books Every Student 
Should Read.” The Martells’ 
work on the book also resulted 
in an interview for Christianity 
Today magazine. Living on an 
island near Seattle, Sue is nurse 
manager of a pregnancy care 
clinic and Ray works at the 
local library. Both are US Air 
Force veterans.

An avid road and trail cyclist, 
Deb Young ’79 founded Road-
Tested Bike Tours, a company 
that plans self-guided tours 
on some of the most scenic 

ARRIVALS
2000s 
To Jeff Rice ’02 and Nichole 
Dibert Rice ’03, a daughter, 
Bellamy Anne, August 10, 
2015. To Janine Herd Weiss 
’05 and Brian Weiss ’06, a 
son, James Phillip, May 14, 
2015. To Jasmyn Winey ’06 
and Aaron McAnnaney, a 
son, Carson Murdoch, July 
31, 2015. 

roads and trails in the Mid-
Atlantic states. A resident of 
Richmond, Virginia, Deb is a 
certified public accountant and 
tax accountant and an active 
volunteer with the Virginia 
Capital Trail Foundation and 
her local bike club.

1980s
Castle Biosciences, a Texas 
molecular diagnostics company 
that assists patients with cancer 
treatment decisions, appointed 
Bonnie Harbison Anderson 
’80 to its board of directors. 
Bonnie is cofounder and 
president/CEO of Veracyte, a 
molecular diagnostics company 
that develops products aimed 
at reducing unnecessary 
invasive procedures. A resident 
of Half Moon Bay, California, 
Bonnie is a 2012 recipient of the 
Distinguished Alumni Award.

Ultra-endurance athlete 
George Hood ’80 helped call 
attention to the United Way 
of Indiana County’s campaign 
kickoff in September by 
attempting to set a Guinness 
World Record for weighted 
planking. This test of fitness 
involves maintaining a 
pushup-type position but 
resting on the forearms with 
a 40-pound weight on the 
upper back. George eclipsed the 
existing record of 44 minutes 
and five seconds with a time 
of two hours, 35 minutes, and 
35 seconds. A personal trainer, 
George has worked for the 
Naval Criminal Investigative 
Service and the Drug 
Enforcement Administration 
and supported US Marines 
in Afghanistan. He is a 2013 
recipient of the Distinguished 
Alumni Award.

In March, Dorothy Sullivan 
Love ’81 became quality 
assurance director for Eurofins 
Environment Testing US 
and Eurofins Lancaster 
Laboratories Environmental. 
An environmental health 
graduate, she has worked in 

the environmental testing 
field since 1982 and has spent 
the last 26 years at Lancaster 
Laboratories.

Steve Grego ’83 and Susie 
Hommey Grego ’83 held 
a reunion at their home in 
Cranberry Township in August 
for a group of alumni who 
lived on the seventh floor of 
Lawrence Hall in 1979 and ’80. 
Those in attendance included 
Scott Albrecht ’82, Jim 
Augustyn ’82, Dave LaRocca 
’82 and Luan Rusbarsky 
LaRocca ’82, Jerry Motter 
’82, Jim Myers ’82, Jeff 
Swoager ’82, George Bartha 
’83, Warren Halsey ’83, Lisa 
Schnelbach Harrison ’83 
and Chuck Harrison ’84, Bill 
Huber ’83, Bill Fadok ’84 and 
Sue Ann Turici Fadok ’84, 
Mark Hitlan ’84, M’88, Steve 
Andre, and Jim Kirschner. A 
photo appears on the Alumni 
Extra website.

A recently retired second-grade 
teacher in the Harrisburg 
School District, Kimberly 
Wagner M’84 now lives in 
Saltsburg with her two cats, Taz 
and Meow.

President of the Eta Omicron 
House Corporation at IUP 
since 2009, Jeff Bird ’85 
is the recipient of Sigma 
Chi fraternity’s William T. 
Bringham Outstanding House 
Corporation Officer Award for 
2015. The award is given to a 
house corporation officer who 
has demonstrated outstanding 
loyalty to Sigma Chi through 
personal leadership, time, and 
effort. Jeff began his service on 
the board in 2005 and has led 
his house corporation to six 
consecutive gold-level awards. 
He is the second Bringham 
Award winner from IUP. Ed 
Rammrath ’79 received the 
award in 2007.

A two-time recipient of the 
Fulbright Scholar Award, 
David Holben ’85 accepted 
a position at the University 

of Mississippi as professor 
and chair of the Department 
of Nutrition and Hospitality 
Management.

Moderator of the Sisters 
of St. Joseph of Baden, 
Mary Pellegrino ’85 was 
elected president-elect of 
the Leadership Conference 
of Women Religious, an 
organization made up of 
Catholic women religious who 
are leaders of their orders in 
the United States. Next, she 
will serve as president and 
then past-president. She will 
work toward the organization’s 
goals of helping religious 
orders deal with their aging 
memberships and assisting 
newer congregations made up 
largely of immigrants.

A financial advisor with more 
than 25 years in the business, 
Bruce Weinstein ’85 is a two-
time winner of the New Jersey 
Five Star Wealth Manager 
award. Program sponsors New 
Jersey Monthly and Five Star 
Professional selected recipients 
based on their professional 
records and said the average 
one-year client retention 
rate of the group exceeded 

96 percent. Bruce is now 
president of Weinstein Wealth 
Management, based in Boca 
Raton.

In a note informing IUP 
Magazine about the death of 
her husband, Paul Birkhimer 
’86, Suzanne Zurn-Birkhimer 
wrote about the profound 
impact IUP had on Paul’s life. 
Formerly with the college radio 
station, Paul went on to have 
a career of more than 20 years 
in radio. He also kept for life 
his IUP friends: Dave Betts, 
Mark Eppley, James Malick, 
and Kelly Walker Malick, 
all of the Class of ’86. A photo 
from the friends’ 50th birthday 
celebration appears on the 
Alumni Extra website.

In April, the Franklin Regional 
School District in Murrysville 
recognized Larry Silvestri ’86 
with an Excellence Recognition 
Award. A graduate of Franklin 
Regional High School, Larry 
returned in 1987 as assistant 
director of the marching band, 
a position he continues to hold. 
He is also director of bands 
at the middle school, where 
he directs the sixth- through 
eighth-grade bands and the 

Mark McGahen, center, with, from left, daughter Taryn, son 
Jared (a 2013 IUP graduate), wife Joan, niece Jessica White, 
and nephew Mark-Jason White

Angela Sullivan-Herndon, 
left, and Jean Perlman

wind and jazz ensembles. At 
IUP, Larry played saxophone 
in the Symphony Band, Wind 
Ensemble, Jazz Ensemble, and 
Marching Band. He was also a 
drill instructor and a member 
of the Phi Mu Alpha music 
fraternity. 

To mark their 50th birthdays, 
former roommates Paula Ober 
Brake, Patty Irvin Lail, Lori 
Swidzinski Ounsworth, 
Marybeth Szuba Shearer, 
and Sharon Summerville 
Walton, all of the Class of ’87, 
got together over the summer 
in Mifflintown. A photo 
appears on the Alumni Extra 
website. “We all have many 
fond memories of our IUP 
college days,” Paula wrote. The 
friends are planning another 
reunion in two years—30 years 
after their IUP graduation.

Professional services platform 
Stevens & Lee/Griffin hired 
Rebecca Christoff Delia ’88 
as senior vice president of its 
financial advisory business, 
Financial S&Lutions, LLC. Her 
focus at the company, based in 
Reading and Lancaster, is on 
colleges and universities. She 
previously served as managing 
director of public finance for 
PNC Capital Markets.   

The math specialist at Norview 
Elementary, Laura Andres 
Gray ’88 was named Teacher of 
the Year for a third time at the 
Norfolk, Virginia, school.

While she completed the bulk 
of her course work at IUP in 
the late 1980s, Amy Serafino 
Sauerwalt officially graduated 
in 2011. She recently moved to 
Middletown, Maryland, and 
accepted a position as director 
of development operations 
at Adventist HealthCare in 
Gaithersburg. After more 
than 20 years of working 
successfully in nonprofits, 
event management, and fund-
raising, she said she is enjoying 
managing her new team.
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Eleven years after she 
founded Intelafunds, 
a consulting company 
that helped schools 
secure federal funding 
for technology needs, 
Remy Bibaud ’94 sold 
her majority stake and 
embarked on a new venture. 
Last year, she and business 
partner Lori Davidson 
started Cherished Ones, 
a company that designs 
memorial products for 
people and pets. Their first 
product, Pet Perennials, 
combines a small amount 
of cremated pet ashes with 
a soil mix and flower seeds 
to create seed wafers for 
memorial plantings. The 
company also recently 
released a make-it-yourself 
Pet Perennials kit. 

Remy’s inspiration for the business was her Lab, Olive, who 
died of kidney failure in 2012. For seven years, Olive was 
Remy’s companion at work as well as home.

Remy said starting the business required learning more about 
two industries, funeral services and pet products. “It has 
certainly been a huge and rewarding learning experience so 
far,” she said. More about the company’s products can be found 
at www.petperennials.com.

As principal saxophonist 
with the Band of the Welsh 
Guards, Wen Yee Yeung 
Gregson ’99, M’01 performs 
regularly with the band in 
the Changing of the Guard 
ceremony at Buckingham 
Palace and other state and 
ceremonial occasions.

Earlier this year, she was 
chosen as the sole British 
representative to the NATO 
Saxophone Orchestra, 
performing on soprano 
saxophone. In July, the 
orchestra took part in the 2015 
World Saxophone Congress, 
held once every three years 
in a different city, this year 
in Strasbourg, France. Wen 
described the congress as “a gathering of the world’s top 
saxophonists to perform, collaborate, and share ideas.”

“It was a huge honor and privilege for me to be selected to 
take part in such an important and significant event,” she 
said. “Not only was I representing the United Kingdom, but 
also my alma mater—IUP.”

After her IUP graduation, Wen moved to England to pursue 
a music career and, in 2002, joined the British Army and the 
Band of the Royal Corps of Signals. With the band, she toured 
extensively in Europe as well as in Canada and Pakistan 
and, in 2008, became part of a Corps of Army Music training 
team that assisted in developing Ethiopia’s National Defence 
Force Band. She also served as an instructor at the Royal 
Military School of Music, which trains musicians for the 
British Army’s bands. She has been with the Welsh Guards 
Band since 2013.

Born in Hong Kong, Wen moved with her family to 
Singapore and attended IUP on a scholarship from the 
Singapore Arts Council. At IUP, she was principal and co-
principal saxophonist in the Wind Ensemble, Symphony 
Band, and Saxophone Quartet and participated in many 
recordings under the direction of former band director Jack 
Stamp ’76. IUP is also where Wen met her future husband, 
Stephen Gregson ’00, a native of Great Britain. Stephen 
is a professional musician and conductor and a published 
arranger. They have a daughter, Anna.
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Megan Hart ’93 took part in 
a book signing at Bradley’s 
Bookstore in the Indiana 
Mall in October. Megan has 
published more than 30 
romance, mainstream, and 
speculative fiction novels. 
Learn more at meganhart.com.

Cathy Boyles Klingler ’93 
recently became curator/
director of the Schisler Museum 
of Wildlife and Natural History 
and McMunn Planetarium at 
East Stroudsburg University.

The Osher Institute for Lifelong 
Learning at the University 
of Nevada, Las Vegas, 
welcomed Rob Levrant ’93, 
M’99 as the new director. 
Previously, he served 10 years 
as a neighborhood outreach 
specialist for the City of Las 
Vegas. He and his wife, Christi, 
a third-grade teacher, and their 
two sons, Noah and David, live 
in Henderson.

Jennifer Buchanan Rapach 
’93, M’99 is now policy 
director with the Pennsylvania 
Department of Labor and 
Industry.

After eight years as a teacher 
and 11 years as assistant 
principal at Buckner 
Alternative High School, Beth 
Metzger Carter ’94 became 
principal in July. She is the 
third principal in the Oldham 
County, Kentucky, school’s 
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1970s
Kathleen Durkin ’70, M’76 
to Paul Phillips ’70, M’75, 
May 8, 2015. Martin Sporrer 
’73 to Roberta Lasto ’77, 
June 6, 2015.

1990s
Robert Goldberg ’93 to 
Rochelle Rich, September 5, 
2015.

2000s
Rachelle Kayal ’02 to 
Christopher Naples, July 4, 
2015. Darcee Schmidt ’08 

WEDDINGS
to Michael Cortez, July 11, 
2015. Melissa Wickline ’09 
to Michael Graham ’10, 
August 1, 2015.

2010s
Jennifer Sarosi ’10 to 
Kyle Rountree, June 20, 
2015. Mark Sestini ’11 
to Elizabeth Storck ’11, 
August 9, 2015. Krista 
Shumaker ’11 to Michael 
Deemer ’12, July 11, 2015. 
Alycia King ’13 to Ian 
Lambert, May 30, 2015. 
Matthew DePra ’14 to 
Amber James ’15, April 30, 
2015.

20-year history. Buckner 
Alternative offers intensive, 
credit-recovery, and alternative-
to-suspension programs.

As students, Theo Turner ’95, 
M’98, Pat Dougherty ’97, 
and Jim Smith ’98 all were 
involved in IUP football. In 
September, they shared a new 
experience: watching their 
sons’ Indiana baseball team 
win the Cambria County Little 
League Championship for eight 
and nine year olds. A photo of 
Theo and son Tyree, Pat and 
son Garrison, and Jim and son 
Trevor appears on the Alumni 
Extra website.

In May, Willeena Favors 
Booker ’96 received a 
master of education degree 
with dual certification in 

general education and special 
education, her second master’s 
degree, from Arcadia University 
in Glenside. Among those 
who joined in celebrating the 
achievement were her husband 
of 16 years, Eric, their three 
daughters, and her best friend, 
Teya Oduok ’96.

The Maryland Association for 
Health, Physical Education, 
Recreation, and Dance selected 
Tom Benco ’98 as the state’s 
2015 Elementary Physical 
Education Teacher of the 
Year. A teacher at Wilson 
Wims Elementary School in 
Clarksburg, Maryland, Tom is 
in his 15th year of teaching. 
Wilson Wims, in its second 
year of operation, is the newest 
school in Montgomery County.

2000s
During the IUP Student 
Accounting Association career 
fair in September, some of the 
32 participating organizations 
were represented by IUP 
alumni. SAA faculty advisor 
Kim Anderson submitted 
photos of some of her former 
students who were on hand, 
and those photos appear on 
the Alumni Extra website. 
They include Amy Gechter 
Lewis ’00, senior manager with 
Maher Duessel; Kimberley 
Miller ’02, tax manager, and 
Matthew McCullough ’15, 
associate, with Sisterson & Co.; 
and James Hogg ’07, senior 
auditor with S&T Bank.

For much of their daughter 
Ada Mae’s young life, Katie 
Beardsley Grashow ’01 
and her husband, Jon, were 
running Ada to doctors’ offices, 
trying to find answers to her 
unusual condition. Last year, 
Ada was diagnosed with a 
rare genetic disorder, Phelan-
McDermid syndrome. Having a 
diagnosis helped Katie and Jon 
find support and advocate on 
their daughter’s behalf. Since 
that time, they established a 
foundation, World of Mae, to 
support adaptations for Ada’s 
daily care. World of Mae’s 
second annual Fun Run was 
held in Pittsburgh in October. 
Katie and Jon also plan to create 
a nonprofit community center 
that will serve as a safe haven 
for families with special needs. 
In addition to Ada, they have a 
younger daughter, Wilhelmina. 

A high school counselor at 
Agora Cyber Charter School 
since 2009, Whitney Fry 
Patterson ’01, M’07 joined 
two colleagues in giving a 
presentation at the American 
School Counselor Association 
national convention last 
summer. Agora, based 
in Wayne, was the only 
cyberschool represented. “By 
promoting what we do on a 

national level, we hope to bring 
understanding to the fact that 
school counselors play just as 
critical a role in education in a 
cyberschool as in a traditional 
brick-and-mortar school,” she 
said. Among Whitney’s key 

Remy Bibaud and Olive in the 
veterinary hospital in 2012

roles are developing tools to 
communicate effectively with 
Agora’s students and working 
to have Agora’s counseling 
department designated a 
Recognized ASCA Model 
Program. Before joining Agora 

1990s
Alpha Gamma Delta sorority 
members from the early 
to mid-1990s ran the 10K 
Pittsburgh Great Race in 
September to raise money for 
cancer awareness in honor of 
their sorority sister Jennifer 
Wirth Stango ’92, who 
died five years ago. They also 
raised funds for a scholarship 
in Jen’s name for a current 
IUP Alpha Gamma Delta 
sorority member. Participants 
included Lee Ann Hanlon 
Denker ’90, Gretchen Kehr 
Birkeland ’91, Amy Mollica 
DiClemente ’91, Gina Kassab 
’91, Amy (AJ) Nartatez ’91, 
Amy Lingenfelter Simon ’91, 
Mary Brown White ’91, Tina 
Landis Ator ’92, Carolyn 
Varley Caggiano ’92, Jen 
Lowrie Heflin ’92, Nuala 
O’Leary ’92, Amanda Iovino 
Stathes ’92, Erin McCormick 
Morton ’93, M’94, Melanie 
Burrows ’94, Mary 
Adamchik Ciesluk ’94, M’98, 
Wendy Emmert Claassen ’94, 
Tracy Waitkus Keller ’94, and 
Angela Taylor Walker ’94. A 
photo appears on the Alumni 
Extra website.

When Robert Goldberg ’93 
married Rochelle Rich in 
September, his sister, Rochelle 
Goldberg Flowers ’96 was in 
attendance.

New York Times and USA 
Today bestselling author 

in 2009, Whitney served as a 
counselor at the Art Institute of 
Pittsburgh and as a therapeutic 
specialist for Wesley Spectrum 
Services of Pittsburgh.

Jason Cumberledge ’02 
recently completed a PhD in 
music education/instrumental 
conducting from Florida State 
University. He is the interim 
associate director of bands and 
director of athletic bands at the 
University of Central Florida in 
Orlando.

When Rachelle Kayal ’02 
married Christopher Naples 
in Wilkes-Barre in July, 
Katie Quann ’02, ’03 was a 
bridesmaid.

In February, Pennsylvania 
Governor Tom Wolf appointed 
Michael Smith ’02, M’05 
executive deputy secretary 
of the state’s Department 
of Agriculture. Mike 
worked in the department’s 
communications office, 
served as communications 
manager in Governor Ed 
Rendell’s press office, directed 
communications for the 
Department of Environmental 
Protection, and most recently 
was deputy chief of staff in 
the Treasury Department. A 
Blairsville-area native, he’s 
pursuing a doctorate in public 
administration at Penn State 
Harrisburg. Mike lives in 
Harrisburg with his wife, Staci, 
and sons Carter and Braden. 
A photo from his swearing-in 
appears on the Alumni Extra 
website.

The Anti-Defamation League 
honored Jimmy Johnson 
’03, Montgomery County, 
Maryland, sheriff’s deputy, 
and various other county law 
enforcement representatives 
with the 2014 Shield Award. 
They were recognized for their 
efforts during the investigation, 
arrest, and prosecution of 
members of the Moorish 
Nation, an anti-government 
group charged with burglary, 



WWW.IUP.EDU/MAGAZINE 35WWW.IUP.EDU/MAGAZINE34

DEATHS
1936: Jane Pitetti Mudrak
1939: Albert Zanzuccki
1940: Walter Nosal
1941: Dorothy Holmes Leasure
1942: Eleanor Bamford Finley, 
Catherine Lentz Glass
1943: Ellen Beatty
1944: Iva Brooks Miller
1945: Agnes Baird Tidd
1946: Ida Ruffing Keslar
1948: Reva Lyons Beadling
1949: Chester Miller, Lucille 
Wright Stephens
1950: Alice Prescott Sleasman
1951: Glenn Brougher, Marilyn 
Weaver Haack
1953: Joanne Wood Brown, 
Shirley Cushing Rapport
1955: Robert Sirko
1956: Beverly Lamberson Jervis
1957: Mary Williams Boucher
1958: Joseph Cavanaugh, 
Joanne Spicher Woodruff
1959: John Moore, Robert 
Powers
1960: Norbert DiGiacomo, 
Glen George, Jerry Melega, Jon 
Woods
1961: Sylvia Cavanaugh, Linda 

Rabatin Cogan, Theda Bence 
Lightcap
1963: Edward Bano, Robert 
Kerr, Nellie Devroude Mills, 
William Plumb, Constance 
Ritchie Vandentop
1964: Donald Kelly, Robert 
Lawrence
1965: Stephen Kohan, Colleen 
Lambert Nophsker, Karen 
Young Wells
1966: Elwood Carlson (M), 
Patricia Kasper, Robert Stormer
1967: Doris Greslick Green, 
Dwight Koerber Jr.
1968: Martha Hanna, John 
Waterstram
1969: Ann Patterson Baldzicki, 
Jack Reefer Jr., Gary Rumgay
1970: Kathy Umbel Hyre, 
Kathleen Kearney, Diane 
Cranisky Stamps, Barbara 
Bowers Tubbs
1971: Margery Holliday 
Holdren, David Kincel, Judith 
Martz Kochman, Roberta 
Higgins Kunkle, Bernadette 
Potosnak (M)
1972: Kathleen Osborne 

Bongiorno, John McCombie 
1973: Valerie Coyle Ferner, 
Bonnie Middleton, Frederick 
Smeigh (M), Scott Stover
1974: Judith Moorhead 
Holsinger (M)*, David Knight, 
Stephen Mizwa, Stuart Plitman, 
Joanne Green Wells
1976: Harley Felton, Sandra 
Klein Lettrich, Jeanne Wolford 
McKelvey (M)
1977: Sally Thornton (M)*
1978: James Thomas
1979: Jill Schafer Boarts, 
William McCrory Jr., Paul 
McMahon, Inda Stonbraker
1980: Catherine Hawk
1981: David Lutz, David Snyder
1984: Michelle Duda Ondis (M)
1985: Edward Lowe Jr.
1986: Paul Birkhimer, Marjorie 
Bock (M), Holly Kreamer Marto, 
Kimberly Clark Spencer (M)
1987: Kimberly Jones Fraley, 
Greg Robinson
1988: John Keisling
1990: Andrew Talarovich Jr. 
1992: Mark Palmo
1994: Charles Hegland, William 

Maybray Jr., Marilyn Heming 
Nesmith
1995: Lance McDonald (M), 
Jamilee Van Horn Stoup
1998: Joy Nola
1999: William Booth Jr. (M)
2000: James Scherrer
2007: RaeLynn Kosarik, 
Kathleen Smolenski (M)
2011: Tyler McPherson

*current or former faculty member, 
staff member, or administrator

Note: In cases in which more than 
one IUP degree was earned, the year 
of only the first degree is indicated. 
Deaths of faculty members are 
reported in the Mentors section of 
this issue. 

Other Deaths
Christopher Grabowski, a 
senior in the Computer Science 
Department, died July 12, 2015.

Devin Lecomte, a freshman 
in the College of Fine Arts, died 
September 1, 2015.
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conspiracy, and theft. Jimmy 
joined the sheriff’s office in 
2004 and currently is the 
administrator of the office’s 
social media program. He 
is married to Sarah Solar 
Johnson ’03, whom he met at 
IUP.

Accounting firm Smith Lewis 
Chess & Company recently 
promoted Brenda Brooks 
DiCicco ’03 to manager. 
Before starting with the firm 
in 2008, she worked in public 
accounting in Arizona. She lives 
in Indiana with her husband, 
Garrett, and children, Avery 
and Taylor.

Carolyn Kahler ’04 was 
promoted to congressional 
affairs officer at the US Nuclear 
Regulatory Commission in 
Rockville, Maryland.

A safety management 
professional for 10 years, 
Thomas White ’04 recently 
joined the Hagerman Group 
and is chief safety officer in 
the construction company’s 
office in Fishers, Indiana. He 
is responsible for creating 
and maintaining a safe work 
environment for all Hagerman 
employees.

Erik Bonini ’08, M’11 and 
Emily Mross ’11 became 
engaged in March of last 
year. They’re to be married in 
Shawnee on Delaware.

When Darcee Schmidt ’08 
married Michael Cortez in July 
in Golden, Colorado, her Robert 
E. Cook Honors College friends 
Amber DeBardelaben ’07, 
Rose Huber ’07, Jillian Orr 
’07, Robyn Stuart ’07, and Eli 
Dunham made the trip and 
“danced the night away,” she 
said. A photo appears on the 
Alumni Extra website.

In September, Rich Lansberry 
’09 returned to IUP to speak to 
students in the Eberly College 
of Business and Information 
Technology about his work 

in the US Department of 
the Treasury’s Office of the 
Comptroller of Currency. 
As associate national bank 
examiner in the OCC, Rich 
is part of a team that works 
to ensure the safety and 
soundness of the national 
banking system. He also 
talked to the students about 
employment opportunities 
in his field. Rich lives in 
Pittsburgh.

CINE (Council on International 
Non-theatrical Events) selected 
Jeremy Leidhecker ’09, of 
Williamsport, as winner of 
its Marvin Hamlisch Film 
Scoring Contest for Emerging 
Composers. Participants write 
a score for a provided short 
film, and the scores are then 
anonymously evaluated by a 
guest jury. Jeremy’s score was 
selected from a field of 500 
from 50 countries and 40 US 
states. He was second runner-
up in last year’s competition. 
An arranger and composer for 
marching bands, Jeremy has 
toured with the Cavaliers Drum 
and Bugle Corps and served as 
director of bands for Northern 
High School in York County.

Melissa Wickline ’09 and 
Michael Graham ’10 were 
married in August. Melissa, 
a nursing graduate, works 
for UPMC, and Michael, a 
criminology graduate, works for 
the state.

2010s
In May, Linnea Robison 
’10 completed her doctor of 
veterinary medicine degree at 
Tufts University’s Cummings 
School of Veterinary Medicine. 
She works at Heroes Veterinary 
Clinic of Pompano Beach, 
Florida.

When Jennifer Sarosi ’10 
married Kyle Rountree in 
Jennerstown in June, the 
wedding party included Jamie 
Motta ’12, Kayla Taylor 
’13, Shannon Stephens ’11, 

Amanda Smith ’12, and Sam 
Cavanaugh ’11.

Russell Duck ’11 and Bridget 
Irwin M’15 recently moved to 
Dothan, Alabama, to begin new 
careers with the GEO Group, 
which operates Graceville 
Correctional Facility in Florida. 
This Florida Department of 
Corrections facility is a pilot 

for a new continuum of care 
program.

When Krista Shumaker ’11 
and Michael Deemer ’12 
were married in Orrstown in 
July, Sean McGaughran ’12 
was in the wedding party, and 
the guests included Megan 
Coffey Arrington ’12, Lisa 
England ’12, Christian 

Minich ’12, Laura Sproull 
’12, M’13, Sarah Swanson 
’12, Joy Kiefer ’13, Zan 
(Alexandra) Moore ’13, 
George Tickerhoof ’13, Claire 
Amico ’14, Abbey Linn ’14, 
and Molly Crocker ’13.

Altoona resident Rachel 
Albright ’12 was accepted into 
the Peace Corps and began her 
service in June in Swaziland. 
She’ll spend two years teaching 
life skills to local youth and 
assisting with community 
development needs. She spent 
the first few months living with 
a host family and becoming 
fully immersed in her new 
country’s language and culture. 
A psychology major, Rachel 
previously interned as a clinical 
associate at SAFE (Services 
for Adolescents and Family 
Enrichment), a Pittsburgh-
based outpatient program that 
provides mental health services 
to those in the juvenile court 
system. 

Daniel Kushnir ’12 became 
the director of resident services 

at Country Meadows of 
Bethlehem, a continuing care 
retirement community.

Previously employed by BM 
Merchandising in New York 
City, Paige Hisiro ’13 recently 
took a new position as special 
merchandise buyer at the 
University of Pittsburgh.

Alycia King ’13, who married 
Ian Lambert in May in 
Windham, New Hampshire, 
shared a wedding photo that 
appears on the Alumni Extra 
website.

Currently tending the kitchen 
at the Ocean Reef Club in Key 
Largo, Ryan Peters CA’13 
was one of only 16 finalists to 
compete in the Ment’or Young 
Chef Competition in Chicago 
in September. Chefs must be 
between 22 and 27 years old 
and have at least three years of 
professional experience.

Amber James ’14 married 
Matthew DePra ’15 in April, 
passed the National Council 

Licensure Examination for 
registered nurses in September, 
and accepted a job in the 

For more than 30 years, Camp Huff-n-Puff has led children with 
asthma in fun activities that help them learn to manage their 
condition. An unrelated benefit is that the camp also brings 
together IUP respiratory care alumni and current students who 
put their skills to use as camp volunteers. 

In April, Carla Shaposka Conrad ’08 joined fellow alumna 
Marianne Drevna ’76 at the camp’s sponsoring organization, 
Breathe Pennsylvania, based in Cranberry Township. Carla 
is director of Tobacco and Health Programs, and Marianne 
is clinical director as well as Camp Huff-n-Puff director. This 
past August in Hopwood, they were joined at the camp by 
volunteers Lisa Hershelman ’93 and Mark Mamros ’82, 
the only biology graduate of the group. Mark has volunteered 
as the camp’s staff physician for 27 years. He said, “If I could 
put aside all of the other special moments in my professional 
career, Camp Huff-n-Puff will always stand out as one of the 
best.”

Carla, Lisa, and the rest of the clinical staff oversee camp 
activities and supervise the student volunteers. This year, all 
six of the camp’s respiratory care students were from IUP, Carla 
said. They were Maria Aquadro, Carolyn Denes, Brianna 
Henning, Lucy Qian, Karli Smith, and Day Spence. Their 
photo appears on the Alumni Extra website.

From left: Lisa Hershelman, Carla Conrad, Mark Mamros, and 
Marianne Drevna

medical/surgical unit of Excela 
Health Westmoreland Hospital.
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Three new members have 
joined the IUP Alumni 
Association Board of 
Directors for 2015-16. They 
are Mike Bodolosky 
’72, M’78, of Johnstown; 
Jerome Brown ’97, of the 
Washington, DC, area; and 
Tonya Anthony Hsiung 
’00, M’03, of Lancaster. 
Mike is executive director of 
the Pasquerilla Performing 
Arts Center and a music 
instructor at the University 
of Pittsburgh, Jerome is a 
defense analyst with the US 
Government Accountability 
Office, and Tonya is assistant 
director of Financial Aid 
at Franklin & Marshall 
College. Board officers are 

Phil Carrai ’83, president; 
John Ninosky ’93, vice 
president; Tracy Settle 
’80, treasurer; and Becky 
Pounds ’01, secretary. 
Other members are Tim 
Burns ’90, Mike Higgins 
’79, Ward Johnson ’80, 
Jeff Krakoff ’86, Florence 
Mauchant M’85, Michael 
Moyer ’04, Ryan Renz 
’05, Sean Rollman ’92, 
and John Simpson ’79. 
The alumni association 
sponsors activities including 
the Distinguished Alumni 
and Young Alumni 
Achievement awards, 
admissions recruitment, and 
reunions and gatherings 
across the country. Alumni 
automatically become 
members of the association 
upon graduation.



Bob Cook ’64 calls education a tool of civilization—and his 
passion. 

Over three decades, Cook, who found his fortune in software 
development, has sought ways to propel education’s progress.  

His earliest efforts included supporting the use of Direct 
Instruction—“a way to educate the poor and their progeny”—at 
a Baltimore elementary school. The school’s experience with 
the program was chronicled in the documentary The Battle 
of City Springs, a production Cook underwrote. He remains 
impressed with the results of the program, illustrated by a 
lasting spike in student test scores, but not with the lack of 
attention and concern, what he calls a “resounding silence,” 
from the public on the quality of K-12 education.

Cook then turned his attention to higher education and IUP by 
endowing the Cook Honors College in the mid-1990s. His quest 
was to facilitate an Ivy League-style education that focuses on 
critical thinking for academically talented students, many of 
them first-generation college students who aren’t able to afford 
private education. With Cook’s investment, students enrolled 
in the honors college have earned numerous prestigious 
academic prizes—from Fulbright Scholarships to Goldwater 
Awards—ultimately raising the bar for all IUP students. 

Today, he publishes novels to heighten awareness about the 
benefits of a well-educated society. 

“I want to cause folks to dig in, to think about the longer term,” 
he said.  

His first three novels—Cooch, Patriot and Assassin, and 
Pulse—are thrillers whose protagonist is CIA agent Alejandro 
Mohammed Cuchulain.

“The strong, recurring backstory in each is the need to educate 
the world’s poor,” Cook said. 

In his latest work, a young-adult novel called Bairdston, Cook 
has written a tale wrapped around soccer, bigotry, and racism 
as told through a 13-year-old Moroccan orphan. Learn more 
at robertcooknovels.com. The book also features Cuchulain. 
Cook’s hope is to foster family discussions on important topics.

“The thriller readers might buy a young-adult novel for their 
grandchildren, then buy and read another of the thrillers to be 
able to pursue their own informed thinking with their progeny,” 
he said. “A young-adult novel lends depth to that discussion; 
it’s connected to the thrillers. It’s about educating our young to 
take over the world, with tiny steps first.”

Cook believes that awareness of how education can benefit 
society is key.

BEING THE 
SOLUTION

“Public education is broken, demonstrably. We must at least 
start a thoughtful conversation about why it is broken and find 
the best path to help regain student success,” he said.

Yet, he concedes that what IUP has to offer in the form of the 
Cook Honors College is a bright spot in the entire education 
spectrum, providing talented students with a challenging 
environment full of rich experiences in research, study abroad, 
and other cultural and out-of-classroom opportunities—the 
type that otherwise may be out of reach. 

“Cook Honors College students in particular are pushed hard 
because, in the coming decades, they will be pressed into 
service to solve very real problems,” he said. “A big part of what 
makes them so good is their access to Achievement Funds, 
which enable them to see the world. IUP is already producing 
stars, but more are ready. More achievement money given 
means more stars created.”

If you would like to join Bob Cook 
and invest in the world’s future leaders by supporting the 
Cook Honors College Achievement Fund or scholarships for all 
students, please contact Evan Bohnen, associate vice president 
for development at IUP, for details and options about immediate 
or estate gifts. Send e-mail to iup-giving@iup.edu or call 855-
477-5266. For more information about the Cook Honors College, 
visit www.iup.edu/honors.

BEING THE 
SOLUTION

WWW.IUP.EDU/MAGAZINE36

The College of Humanities and Social Sciences will celebrate the 
opening of a new building in January. In honor of the occasion, IUP 
Magazine asked faculty members from the college to answer the 
following question from the perspective of their disciplines.

Hans Pedersen,  Philosophy

Like most disciplines, philosophy has benefited from the increased 
ability to communicate with thinkers around the world and to 
find any scholarly work instantaneously online. However, good 
philosophical thinking tends to come from deep and sustained 
engagement with a particular issue. I worry that the ability for 
and interest in this level of engagement is being eroded by the 
prevalence of electronic communication. This is not just because 
of the increasing pressure to condense thoughts to the length of 
Facebook or Twitter posts but also because of the sheer quantity of 
different, readily available intellectual work. There is a tendency 
to gravitate toward the new and exciting, some of which has 
intellectual merit but still distracts us from the sustained reflection 
on a single issue required for good philosophy. We tend to be more 
knowledgeable about everything but lack a deep understanding of 
anything.

Michele Papakie, Journalism

The American media used to set the public agenda for us. Today, 
the media looks to its publics’ conversations across the Internet’s 
thousands of platforms to determine newsworthy topics. Maybe 
democracy—of the people, by the people, for the people—will 
return to its purest intentions! Reporters, PR practitioners, and all 
professional communicators need to remain relentlessly responsible 
and accountable when determining credible sources and ensuring 
accuracy and truth in a 24-hour news cycle, as they tackle our 
country’s important issues that can’t be spewed irresponsibly in 140 
characters or less. We must continue to intelligently leverage each 
of these new technologies to creatively tell the stories that not only 
educate our citizenry but shape the future of our country.

“We tend to be more 
knowledgeable about 
everything but lack a deep 
understanding of anything.”

Gwendolyn Torges, Political Science

The relationship between people and their governments has 
been transformed by electronic communication. Easier, quicker 
access to more and better information has allowed more people 
to become better informed about issues and policy making. This 
has led to greater engagement—with other citizens, with news 
stories, with causes, and with policy makers. Greater engagement 
and improved information foster increased participation in public 
debate, which ensures that policy makers are exposed to a wider 
range of views and insights. Citizens have been able to demand—
and get—more transparency and accountability than ever before. 
All of this translates into increased perceived legitimacy and trust in 
government, which is essential to a well-functioning democracy.

Gian Pagnucci, English

Every second, people send text messages, post on Facebook, and 
write blog entries. They express themselves, communicate, and tell 
their stories. Communication is the heart of the discipline of English, 
and that’s why employers in the digital age seek English majors. 
English majors learn to craft powerful messages that connect with 
people. Today’s electronic communication technologies are, really, 
just fancy digital methods for reading and writing. Texting seems 
so simple, but write the wrong text or send that text to the wrong 
audience, and a few words can have devastating consequences. 
English has always been about the power of words, and so students 
who study English learn to control words not only to avoid making 
communication mistakes but also to reach audiences with words 
that will move them to make the world a better place.

“These advancements have 
broken down the barriers of 
location and time, allowing 
people to interact with 
others living around the 
world and even across time.”

Scott Moore, History

The increasing speed of communication has facilitated the rapid 
advancement, growth, and exchange of knowledge. As an ever-
increasing number of people acquire access to this freely shared 
information, it has resulted in significant changes. For example, our 
understanding and interpretation of both the present and historical 
past is no longer historians’ exclusive domain but is inclusive, since 
the dialogue is open to everyone and conducted in the Internet’s 
open forum. These advancements have broken down the barriers 
of location and time, allowing people to interact with others living 
around the world and even across time.

VANTAGE PoINT

How has electronic 
communication affected 
society, and how will it 
continue to do so?   
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The Black Alumni Coalition held its Back to the Yard 
reunion in September. Highlights included dinner, 
a football game, and a step show by Lambda Sigma 
Upsilon and Phi Beta Sigma fraternities and Mu 
Sigma Upsilon and Zeta Phi Beta sororities. With 
mascot Norm at the Kovalchick Complex were Ruth 
Holt Woods ’84, left, and Kimberly Maddox ’86.
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