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On the Treetops
From the roof of Weyandt Hall, university 
photographer Keith Boyer captured this bird’s-eye 
view of the Oak Grove’s north side, bordered by 
Oakland Avenue on the right.
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Recently, I was invited to chair the American Association of State 
Colleges and Universities’ Committee on Economic and Workforce 
Development. I couldn’t have been more pleased with the invitation, 
because the assignment fits right in with what we are doing here at 
IUP. 

IUP and other universities like ours have symbiotic relationships with 
our host regions. We are an integral part of their culture, economic 
growth, and general well-being. In return, they give our students a 
place to conduct field work and find solutions to real problems as they 
work side by side with their professors and grow as citizens.

Here’s an example.

For a long time, Americans have been demanding a focus on energy 
independence, although as a nation we may not agree on how to 
achieve it. IUP’s campuses are situated on what might be the second 
largest natural gas deposit in the world. Every day, we see or hear 
in the news media something about drilling—from how it causes 
contamination to how it will save the economy. The pursuit of 
energy independence is multifaceted—with geology, geography, 
biology, chemistry, safety science, economics, and business at play. 
It affects communities in ways we cannot anticipate, of concern to 
anthropologists, criminologists, and sociologists—experts who can 
actively manage resulting social changes.

As a steward of the region, IUP must be ready to respond to any 
number of pivotal issues, energy included. That’s why we recently 
developed three new courses of study for our students—management 
majors in professional land management, energy management, and 
energy accounting and finance; we are in the midst of developing a 
major in environmental engineering.

For similar reasons, we are developing new programs in public 
health—the art and science of creating healthy communities—and 
digital science and security, because we know that technology is 
making the world a smaller and, in some ways, a more dangerous 
place.

All of these programs are multidisciplinary. In today’s world, what 
isn’t? And, why shouldn’t we expect things to continue to be in the 
future?

It’s our duty to prepare students not just for what they will face upon 
graduation but for a world we cannot possibly imagine in a decade or 
more.

We owe it to them—and to everyone.

Michael Driscoll
President

Of Mutual Benefit

MESSAGE FRoM THE
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Sutton Solitude
Between classes, students Chris 
James and Ariel Leach enjoyed 
the quiet of Sutton Hall’s fourth 
floor alcove, overlooking the 
Oak Grove. The floor houses 
the Foreign Languages, 
Philosophy, and Religious 
Studies departments and many 
faculty and staff offices. Behind 
James is the painting Courtyard, 
by Anna Marie Schnur ’52, part 
of the University Museum’s 
permanent collection. 
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Oak Grove Evolution

Growing Globally

Letters From Harvest to Use

Athletes Abroad

In Brief

Mentors

Namedroppers

Pitching In

Cleanup Crusade

Recruiting from Within

With the help of botanists, 
arborists, faculty and staff 
members, students, and many 
other supporters, this beloved 
campus landmark is returning to 
the beauty of years past. 

Nearly 900 strong, the 
international student population 
at IUP is enhancing the learning 
experience for everyone.

Using hammers, paint brushes, 
bats, and baseballs, a number 
of IUP student-athletes have 
helped build villages—and 
spirit—in the Dominican 
Republic and Haiti.

After working as an investigator 
in the Navy and the Defense 
Department, Patty Ameno came 
back to western Pennsylvania 
to rid her hometown of nuclear 
waste.

For alumni and students seeking 
careers, IUP offers help in many 
forms. Among the most effective 
is connecting them with other 
alumni.
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CoVER: For well over a century, the oak Grove has been the backyard for the thousands 
of students away at college each year. Maddie Nissel, a speech-language pathology and 
audiology major from Middletown, Maryland, brings her own hammock. She is a student in 
IUP’s Cook Honors College. Photograph by Keith Boyer 

ABoVE, lEFT: Casey McGowan, of the field hockey team, played with children in the Dominican 
Republic’s Village 50 during a service trip in January. Photograph by liz Weigner

ABoVE: Construction continues on the new building for the College of Humanities and Social 
Sciences, between Sutton and Clark halls. The building is expected to open for the spring 2016 
semester. University photographer Keith Boyer took this photo from a second-floor seating area 
that overlooks part of the first-floor lobby. The window wall in the rear faces the west entrance of 
Sutton Hall. The new building’s main entrance is to the left, next to Stapleton library.
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The story “Evolution of the Oak Grove” (page 8) details 
efforts to increase the number and diversity of trees 
on campus. Learn how felled trees find new life as 
student art projects in the 2009 IUP Magazine web 
feature “Green Design: Harvest to Use.”

“Pitching In” (page 20) tells the story of IUP student-
athletes who have helped with building projects, 
health care, and sports instruction in the Dominican 
Republic and Haiti. Visit the IUP Magazine website to 
see more photos from the most recent trip.

IUP Magazine

IUP Magazine

IUP Magazine

iup-magazine@iup.edu
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FRONTDooR FACTS, FIGURES, SHoRT SUBJECTS, QUICK TAKES

isitors strolling through campus 
today might hear Arabic spoken 
in the Oak Grove, Mandarin 
in the Crimson Café, Hindi in 

the HUB. The faces they pass tell a similar 
story, of a changing demographic at IUP, 
a transformation from a student body that 
two generations ago was almost exclusively 
American-born to one unmistakably global 
in nature.

Indeed, international students are more 
visible than ever before.

In recent years they’ve come from Slovenia 
and Slovakia, Afghanistan and Uzbekistan, 
South Korea and South Africa—even Iraq 
and Iran. A fall semester count revealed 
that 892 international students are enrolled, 
representing 6.2 percent of the university 
population. Both figures are all-time highs.

And that, President Michael Driscoll 
believes, is worth celebrating.

“I think it says something about IUP’s 
reputation for providing a high-quality 
education as well as a welcoming place for 
people from different countries, different 
cultures, different backgrounds,” Driscoll 
said. “And that’s not something every 
institution can claim. So I think that one 
of the reasons to really brag about the 
presence—the growing presence—of 
international students is exactly that. It 
says that people know about IUP and what 
a great place it is, and they want to come 
here, or they want to send their children 
here. And that’s just a remarkable thing 
for a university in a small town in rural 
Pennsylvania.”

The skyrocketing numbers—10 years ago 
the international student population 
stood at 519—are by no means a fluke. IUP 
actively recruits overseas. Sixty-one foreign 
nations are now represented on campus; 
since 2002, students from 136 countries, 

large (Russia) and small (Grenada), have 
enrolled.

“People here are committed to international 
education and really want that diversity 
on campus,” said Michele Petrucci D’05, 
assistant vice president for International 
Education and Global Engagement. “IUP 
has a long history, going back to the mid-
’60s, of having international students, 
and the numbers have really grown in 
recent years. We get those numbers in a 
combination of ways. We have two offshore 
MBA programs, in Bangalore, India, and 
the West Bank; we have graduate degree-
seeking students; we have undergraduate 
and transfer degree-seeking students; we 
have exchange students that come for one 
or two semesters; and we have students in 
IUP’s intensive English program [American 
Language Institute], about a hundred of 
them. So it’s an effort across campus.”

While international students focus on a 
wide range of academic disciplines, a sizable 
proportion of them gravitate to business.

“I would say, of the foreign students 
enrolled, either offshore or here, the 

Eberly College probably has 40 percent 
of those,” said Robert Camp, dean of the 
Eberly College of Business and Information 
Technology. “It’s surprising how large of a 
global footprint we have. We’ve got students 
in the Eberly College routinely from 30 to 
40 different countries, by design. That is 
our intent—to have a diverse faculty and 
student body.”

The foreign nation with the largest 
representation on campus is Saudi Arabia, 
with 254 students—28.5 percent of the total 
international population. As recently as 

2005, only six Saudis were enrolled. The 
Saudi Arabian Cultural Mission has since 
invested millions of dollars in scholarships, 
enabling the kingdom’s brightest minds to 
study at institutions all over the world.
“The Saudi Arabian government, as I 
understand it, has made a serious decision 
to help its future leaders learn abroad,” 
Driscoll said. “And so they very carefully 
provide funding for students who attend 
select universities in other countries, the 
US being the major one of those. To have 
so many of them here is, quite honestly, 
another stamp of approval for IUP and how 
we do business in the classroom and in the 
community, and in how our administrative 
team works with the Saudi government to 
make sure that everything’s in place and 
things are going well.”

Saudi students at IUP actually outnumber 
total international students at every other 
school in Pennsylvania’s State System of 
Higher Education. (West Chester ranks a 
distant second with 126 foreign students.) 
China (184), India (155), Taiwan (42), and the 
West Bank (42) round out IUP’s top five. 

MBA candidates at the offshore sites in the 
West Bank and India—even if they’ve never 
set foot on US soil—are included in IUP’s 
count of international students. More than 
120 are currently enrolled at the two sites.

“The program in Bangalore has been in 
existence for 10 years and has graduated 
about 700 students,” Petrucci said. “Eighty 

Growing Globally
IUP International Enrollment Reaches All-Time High

#1 Saudi Arabia

#2 China

#3 India

By Bob Fulton

International Enrollment 

at IUP, by Year

 2002 ................. 517
 2003 ................. 540
 2004 ................. 536
 2005 ................. 519
 2006 ................. 551
 2007 ................. 626
 2008 ................. 668
 2009 ................. 703
 2010 ................. 649
 2011 ................. 621
 2012 ................. 765
 2013 ................. 863
 2014 ................. 892

International Enrollment, Pennsylvania’s State System Schools
Fall 2014

  International Students Total Students % of Total
 Bloomsburg 119 9,998 1.19
 California 68 7,978 0.85
 Cheyney 2 1,022 0.20
 Clarion 82 5,712 1.44
 East Stroudsburg 96 6,820 1.41
 Edinboro 113 6,837 1.65
 IUP 892 14,369 6.21
 Kutztown 101 9,218 1.10
 Lock Haven 46 4,917 0.94
 Mansfield 28 2,752 1.02
 Millersville 58 8,047 0.72
 Shippensburg 98 7,355 1.33
 Slippery Rock 93 8,495 1.09
 West Chester 126 16,086 0.78
 System Total 1,922 109,606 1.75

Top 10 Source Nations, IUP
Fall 2014

All figures were provided by the Office of 
International Education at IUP.

“By bringing 
together a diverse 
group of people at 
this university, we 
are able to expose 
everyone to very 
different experiences 
than the ones they 
grew up in.”

254

184

155

  Country Students
 #4 Taiwan 42
 #5 West Bank 42
 #6 Japan 32
 #7 Brazil 19
 #8 South Korea 15
 #9 Jordan 12
 #10 Nigeria 12

About 100 
international 
students take part 
in IUP’s intensive 
English program, 
the American 
Language Institute. 
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“In both cases, we have faculty relationships 
with the schools in these other countries,” 
Camp said. “Dr. [Prashanth] Bharadwaj, here 
in the Eberly College of Business, went to 
school with the president of the institution 
in Bangalore, India [PES University]. 
And Dr. [Ibrahim] Affaneh, chair of the 
Finance Department here in the college, 
is a longtime friend of the president at the 
institution in Palestine. But we also have 
many other faculty involved in delivering 
these programs on site. Over 30 faculty now 
have gone to India to teach. In Palestine, 
we’ve had probably close to 10 faculty go, 
and more are going this spring.”

Most of IUP’s international students, of 
course, pursue their degrees on campus. 
And while they come here to learn, they 
invariably turn the tables and act as 
teachers, too, educating American-born 
classmates about their countries and 
cultures.

That’s perhaps the greatest benefit of having 
a multinational student body.

“By bringing together a diverse group 
of people at this university, we are able 
to expose everyone to very different 
experiences than the ones they grew up 
in,” Driscoll said. “And that really makes a 
difference in terms of preparing them for 
what is a global world economy and society 
now in ways that it hadn’t been in the past. 
So you may not be able to travel abroad or 
study abroad—some of our students do that, 
of course—but by bringing pieces of the 
entire world here, to Indiana, we’re able to 
experience that together. And that includes 

percent of the academic content is taught by 
IUP faculty who go there for short periods 
of time and then do the remainder online 
with them. They can complete the MBA 
in 12 months on site in India. About 80 to 
90 percent choose to do a specialization 
within the MBA by coming to the Indiana 
campus for their second year. They take a 
full course load in the fall and in the spring 
have the option of doing one MBA course or 
an internship. That program has been going 
really well.”

The West Bank program—situated in one 
of the most politically unstable areas of 
the world—is also thriving. The first class is 
expected to graduate in May.

Top 10 Source Nations, IUP
Combined, 2005 to 2014

  Country Students
 #1  India 1,474
 #2 China 1,012
 #3 Saudi Arabia 895
 #4 Taiwan 682
 #5 South Korea 308
 #6 Malaysia 304
 #7 Japan 248
 #8 Jordan 130
 #9 Ghana 96
 #10 West Bank 96

Leading Source Nations, 

IUP, by Year

 Year Country Students
 2002 Taiwan 78
 2003 Taiwan 88
 2004 Malaysia 90
 2005 Taiwan 84
 2006 India 120
 2007 India 184
 2008 India 219
 2009 India 190
 2010 India 137
 2011 China 130
 2012 China 177
 2013 Saudi Arabia 203
 2014 Saudi Arabia 254

me. I enjoy learning more about what our 
international students are doing, what their 
lives are like, why they’re here, and what 
they hope to accomplish.

“And so I do think the presence of 
international students helps everyone to 
learn more and grow. And that’s what we’re 
about.” m

International Unity Day is a cultural celebration held each spring in the Hadley Union Building for the campus and surrounding 
communities. 
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lETTERS
Tobogganers Identified
Our church choir director (Paula Werner 
Kretchman ’72) told me about the photo, so 
I dug up my copy of the magazine. I am on 
the front of the toboggan (Harold Garlick 
Jr. ’73). Behind me is Jocelyn Miller Laber 
’73, then Don Douple ’72. The young lady 
behind Don is only a memory, as her face is 
not visible. 

The Reverend Harold Garlick Jr. 
Co-pastor, Amity Reformed Church (UCC)

Meyersdale, PA

More from the Slopes
I am writing in response to your request to 
identify the tobogganers in the photo titled 
“O’er the Fields” in the Fall/Winter 2014 
issue of IUP Magazine. I recognized the 
picture right away. The person in the front 
is Hal Garlick. I am next, Jocelyn Miller 
Laber, and I believe the person behind me 
is Don Douple. There would have been a 
fourth person in the back, a girl (you can see 
her arm sticking out behind Don), because 
as I recall, there were four of us together 
that day. Unfortunately, since I can’t see 
her face, I don’t remember who it was. I 
was a freshman then, living in fourth floor 
John Sutton Hall, and Hal and Don were 
sophomores. 

I graduated from IUP in 1973 and am 
currently living with my husband, Gary 
Laber (also an IUP graduate—1972), in 
Derby, Vermont. It was quite a surprise to 
see that photo—thank you!

Jocelyn Miller Laber ’73
Derby, VT

Labor of Love
Enclosed are materials related to our 
discussion of the recent Phi Alpha Zeta/Tau 
Kappa Epsilon luncheon reunion in Carlisle.

After lunch, the 14 in attendance walked 
across the street to the Cumberland County 
Historical Society’s wonderful museum. 
There, Barb McGeary [Barbara Conner 
McGeary ’54] shared her mural (12’x8’) with 

our group and gave us the background 
of this monumental project which she 
completed in 2005.

In August of 2004, the Cumberland County 
Historical Society approached her to create 
a large, illustrated map of Cumberland 
County for its new museum. Specific 
buildings and sites were agreed upon, and 
she began the illustrations by early October 
2004. Structures that were no longer in 
existence had to be researched from the 
collection of old photographs and records in 
the society’s library.

The magnitude of this project and the 
research behind it speak volumes to visitors 
to the museum. Seventy illustrations 
capture these significant landmarks for 
future generations to admire and enjoy.

The person behind this labor of love, Barb 
McGeary, made a selfless contribution to 
her community. I believe that it would be 

great for others from IUP to know about this 
work and to have an opportunity to visit 
and discover for themselves a very unique 
historical statement in art. Speaking as 
an IUP graduate, one has to be extremely 
proud of the work of this fellow alumna.

Richard St. Clair ’56
Port Matilda

Editor’s Note: IUP archivist Harrison 
Wick also received a response to the 
photo from Vicky Baran Daskivich ’72, 
who was in Alpha Phi sorority with 
Jocelyn Miller Laber.

Editor’s Note: A photo of Barbara 
McGeary with her mural appears 
on the IUP Magazine website. Find 
information about visiting the 
Cumberland County Historical Society 
at www.historicalsociety.com. News 
of the mural was announced in the 
Spring 2007 edition of IUP Magazine.

GOODBYE, KEITH—From the 1940s to the ’70s, Keith Hall housed the campus laboratory 
school, serving kindergartners through 10th-graders for most of that time. In October, more 
than 300 former students, student teachers, and faculty members gathered to say farewell 
to the building. Keith is expected to be demolished next spring, after the new humanities 
building opens. At the reunion, Peggy Clark Maguire ’52, of Ligonier, added her signature to a 
banner. The event’s cochairs were Margie Van Dyke ’72 and Elaine Reschini Judge ’64, M’66. 
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T hough she described an “ineffable 
picture,” Annabelle Hutson, a 
student from New Bethlehem, 
found the words to express 

her attachment to the Oak Grove and 
its surrounding areas in her poem, Our 
Campus. Hutson graduated from Indiana 
State Teachers College in 1929, the same year 
the poem appeared in the Oak yearbook.

More than 80 years later, Ryan Egan ’14 
came from Robesonia, outside of Reading, 
to IUP. After each harsh Indiana winter, the 
Cook Honors College student, now a teacher 
in Nashville, looked forward to one thing: 
being in the Oak Grove on the first nice day 
of spring. 

“The Oak Grove was packed,” he 
remembered. “People were having picnics, 
there were two or three hammocks out, 
people were playing music on guitars. … 
That was the picture of the university—
everyone coming together on this one good 
day.”

The Oak Grove has long been a central 
part of life on campus. It has attracted new 
students and drawn them back as alumni. 
Yet, during the latter half of the 20th 
century, this IUP landmark experienced 
drastic declines in the very thing it’s known 
for—its trees.

Those declines, in both the number and 
diversity of trees, were largely responsible 

for the decision 15 years ago to make the 
campus an arboretum, a living museum 
devoted to the growth and display of 
trees, shrubs, and vines. Since that time, 
organizers of the Allegheny Arboretum at 
IUP have watched their efforts to restore a 
healthy, lush campus take root. 

The thinning of the trees in the Oak Grove 
was obvious to Jerry Pickering. In his 35 
years on the biology faculty, Pickering 
conducted field research both on and off 
campus with his students. 

“When trees disappeared or were cut down 
for one reason or another, many times they 
were not replanted,” he said. “Or, if trees 
were planted, they were often the same 

type—pin oak, white pine, Norway maple. 
So there was a general decline in diversity.”

The numbers supported Pickering’s 
observations. According to studies 
conducted by students from different 
decades, the number of trees in the Oak 
Grove dropped from nearly 150 in 1961 to 
just above 90 trees in the early 2000s. In the 
same time period, the number of tree species 
fell from 32 to 16.  

Pickering contrasted the Oak Grove of the 
1990s with that of the 1940s and ’50s. “At 
that time, the school had a horticulturist, 
and it had its own greenhouse,” he said. “So 
any of the plants that were on campus the 
school grew itself.”

In 1999, Pickering wrote a letter to President 
Lawrence Pettit detailing how developing 
an arboretum could benefit the university. 
It would make the grounds more attractive 
to students and their parents and draw more 
people from the community to campus, 
he said. Later that year, Pettit approved 
the formation of an arboretum board of 
directors, and Pickering served as chair.

With some early grant funding, the 
arboretum board arranged for an arborist to 
work with the university’s grounds crew to 
prune trees, install support cables for some, 
and remove trees that were unstable or 
diseased. Gardens were planted, and mulch 
was added around the trees to protect roots 
from foot traffic. The work was the basis of 

a tree maintenance program that the IUP 
Buildings and Grounds area has continued.

The grounds staff has also assisted the 
arboretum board with the planting of 
trees. The first was a white oak purchased 
by Pettit and planted in the Oak Grove. To 
date, the arboretum board has coordinated 
the planting of 32 trees in the Oak Grove, 
25 of which are still living. Those plantings 
represented 18 different species, including 
12 oak varieties.

According to Pickering, the diversity of tree 
species is critical to one of the arboretum’s 
primary goals: education. 

Evolution of the  

Oak Grove 
Campus Greens on Path to Former Beauty

Our Campus
Friendly oaks,
You promise us much in the springtime,
You fulfill your promise of beauty,
Change to a deeper beauty,
Then stand barren—
Yet ever lovely
Straight soldiers watching—
Watching a never ending stream of youth.
A group of cherished buildings,
A sweep of green to the east,
A fountain, flowers,
A flag—
All parts of the ineffable picture which is
Our campus.

— Annabelle Hutson

Images of the past, from 
left: aerial view in 1938; ride 
through a woody Oak Grove 
in 1963; the football field, on 
the current site of the library 
and the Performing Arts 
Center, in 1912 
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“One of the important things for me as a 
botanist is to be able to go out and show 
students these different types of trees,” 
Pickering said. 

That type of education extends into the 
community, he said. For example, a person 
interested in planting a certain type of tree 
might head to campus for a better look. 
“And that might catalyze people to plant 
trees that are not normally found in our 
community,” he said.

Diversity also comes into play when 
disease decimates a tree species, which has 
happened with the American chestnut, 
American elm, and now ash trees. In 
Pickering’s hometown of Sioux City, Iowa, 
thousands of American elms were lost to 
Dutch elm disease over a handful of years. 
“You can’t believe how that changes what 
a community looks like when you remove 
the trees,” he said. “So one of the important 
things about diversity is it acts as a buffer to 
potential loss of trees because of disease.”

When choosing new trees for the Oak 
Grove, the arboretum board followed advice 
from a preservation plan the Pittsburgh 
History and Landmarks Foundation 
created for the campus in 2009. The 
plan recommended planting only large, 
canopy-type trees in open areas, to create 
a “cathedral-like feel.” “So we’re following 
that scenario of planting only things that 
will eventually be a good size—60 feet or 
more,” Pickering said.

While the Oak Grove may be the most 
distinctive campus green space, the 
Allegheny Arboretum encompasses all 374 
acres of the Indiana grounds. The board has 
organized a total of 230 tree plantings across 
campus. Of those, 185 trees (80 percent) 
have survived.

One tree of every species is marked with a 
plaque, and each of those is a stop on a self-
guided tour of the arboretum. In addition, 
each tree the board has planted is labeled 
with an accession tag identifying the tree 
and, if the tree was a gift, the name of the 
donor and honoree.

Since the start of the arboretum, supporters 
have donated roughly 50 trees and 29 
benches—replacing all of the existing 
benches in the Oak Grove. Pickering stressed 
that although the arboretum is part of the 
university, it is funded through private gifts. 
“And we’re very appreciative of those gifts,” 
he said. “Without people donating to the 
arboretum, it would not exist.”

In addition to the plantings it 
coordinates, the arboretum board makes 
recommendations on the types of trees to be 
planted around new buildings on campus. 
That expertise has expanded into niche 
gardens and green spaces.

The board worked with the Evergreen 
Garden Club on the installation of the 
Heritage Garden in 2011 between Keith 
Hall and the Northern Suites. The garden’s 
predecessor, the Touch and Smell Garden, 
was razed for construction of the suite-
style residence hall. More recently, the 
board proposed a green space called 
“Fern Hollow” to accompany a proposed 
building for College of Natural Sciences and 
Mathematics. 

“This unique green space would concentrate 
on ferns and other native plants of western 
Pennsylvania, so it would be educational 
as well as aesthetically pleasing,” Pickering 
said. He added that the board is fortunate 
to have the expertise of biology faculty 
member Holly Travis, who cowrote The 
Ferns and Fern Allies of Pennsylvania with 

retired professor and former board member 
Thomas Lord.

Another area the board is targeting for 
improvements is the part of Oakland 
Avenue that borders the campus to the 
north. Pickering noted that the corridor 
provides the only public view by vehicle 
of the Oak Grove. 

The board began by talking to owners of 
properties along the route, including Pizza 
House. “We wanted to have bright colors 
there, identifying the Oakland Avenue 
corridor, like the painted houses you see in 
San Francisco and other places,” Pickering 
said, “so we tried to convince them to put a 
little color in their homes. We’ve had some 
success with that.”

The board is considering other changes 
as well, such as new entrances to the Oak 
Grove and additional tree plantings, “so 
when you approach IUP, you’ll know…
this is the campus,” Pickering said.

Other projects board members hope to take 
on include developing the green space 
south of the Kovalchick Complex and 
revitalizing the East Lawn, once a hub of 
campus activity. “A long-term goal is to try 
to have a donor fund the re-establishment 
of the old fountain in front of Sutton Hall,” 
Pickering said. “But things take time…and 
money.”

The need to guide the future of the 
arboretum was one of the reasons the 
board pursued Level 1 accreditation 
through the ArbNet Arboretum 
Accreditation Program. Based on 
self-assessment and documentation, 
the program awarded the arboretum 
accreditation last July.

“Accreditation tells us that what we’ve 
done, we’ve done properly,” Pickering said. 
“We’ve done the right things to meet the 
basic requirements of being an arboretum. 
It also gives us direction. If we want to 
move to the next level, it tells us the things 
we need to address.”

To achieve the next level of accreditation, 
the arboretum would need to beef up its 
community outreach programs and have 
a paid, identifiable executive director. 
Pickering’s role with the arboretum is 
voluntary—a commitment he made in his 
early discussions with Pettit.

As part of that role, Pickering took two 
sabbaticals in the years preceding his 2004 
retirement and visited 29 arboreta, mostly 

By the 
Numbers

230
Trees planted on Indiana campus by the 
Allegheny Arboretum at IUP since 2003

185
Surviving trees from original 230

32
Trees planted in the Oak Grove

25
Surviving trees from original 32

18
Tree species represented 

in original plantings:

American beech 
Black gum
Black oak
Bur oak

Chestnut oak
Chinkapin oak
Compton oak

Cimmaron ash
English oak

Fernleaf European beech
Kentucky coffee tree

Red oak
Scarlet oak

Shingle oak
Sugar maple

Swamp white oak
Tulip tree
White oak

Changes in the Oak Grove

 Year Trees Tree Species
 1961* 149 32

 1994† 111 20

 2003‡    93 16

 2015§ 100 26

* Student report, Harry Lapham ’55
† Robert Crusan, Keystone Arbor Care
‡ Student report, Rebecca Buchanan ’03 and Ryan Zunich ’04
§ Tree inventory and health assessment, Bartlett Tree Experts

Jerry Pickering, in the arboretum office 
in Robertshaw, has continued as board 
chair since his retirement from the 
Biology Department in 2004. 

Upon the Greek 
Steps, or Greek 
Seats, near Wilson 
Hall, circa 1914

In the backdrop: Aerial view from 1974 of 
Sutton Hall and the Oak Grove 

K
EI

TH
 B

o
YE

R

IU
P 

A
RC

H
IV

ES



WWW.IUP.EDU/MAGAZINE 1312 WWW.IUP.EDU/MAGAZINE

IN BRIEF
Per-Credit Tuition Pilot
In a pilot program, IUP is planning 
to implement a per-credit tuition rate 
for in-state undergraduate students. 
Unless affected by action of the state 
legislature, the plan will begin in the 
fall semester. Under the current flat 
tuition rate, students who take 12 credits 
pay the same tuition as those who 
take 17. The new model is designed to 
be more equitable, asking students to 
pay for all the credits they take. To help 
ease the transition, the program will 
be phased in over the next three years, 
with successive discounts of 7, 4, and 1 
percent. The university will also help 
qualifying students to make up the 
difference through new merit- and need-
based scholarships, while continuing 
to award privately funded scholarships 
through the Foundation for IUP. The 
new tuition model is one of many 
changes the university is adopting to 
address budget challenges as it provides 
a broad range of high-quality academic 
programs at a reasonable cost.

New Dean for 
Graduate Studies
Longtime criminology professor Randy 
Martin was recently named dean of the 
School of Graduate Studies and Research. 
Martin joined the Criminology Department 
in 1986 and has coordinated its PhD and 
master’s programs and served as department 
chair. Most recently, he was the interim 
associate dean of the College of Health and 
Human Services. In the graduate school, 
Martin has replaced Timothy Mack, who 
is directing IUP’s new Office of Extended 
Studies.

Collaboration on 
EMT Training
IUP’s Institute for Rural Health and 
Safety, formerly known as the Highway 
Safety Center, has relocated to the new 
Citizens’ Ambulance Service West Pike 
station to improve collaboration on 
training emergency medical technicians 
and paramedics. IUP has offered its EMT 
course for more than 30 years, and Citizens’ 
Ambulance provides the additional 
instruction in advanced life support needed 

on college campuses. His intent was 
to see how they operated. “I found out 
that there is no cookie cutter formula 
for the administration of an arboretum 
on campus,” he said. “Every place 
is different, but every place made it 
work.”

Through his work with the arboretum, 
Pickering is hoping to create for 
students and alumni a relationship 
similar to what he experienced with 
his undergraduate university, Iowa 
State. “When I was a student walking 
around, I would stumble on these 
little niche gardens, these little green 
spaces, and it was really nice to find 
your little pocket of serenity,” he said. 
“Many times you don’t necessarily 
remember buildings or some 
professors, but you remember the 
space, the campus itself.”

Drawing inspiration from Frank 
Lloyd Wright, Pickering believes that 
changing the environment—in this 
case creating or improving green 
spaces—will change the reactions of 
the people in that environment. “We 
all seek serenity,” he said. “We all have 
our little green space in our backyard. 
That’s what we’re trying to do here, for 
students.” m

Above: Aerial view of campus in 
December 2014

Right: The Art Department’s BA 
Harrington at the bandsaw mill. 
Inset: Heather Tabacchi’s finger joint 
box, made from campus pin oak 

Art Gives Felled Trees 
Second Life
For the past 10 years, campus trees removed 
because of damage, disease, or construction 
have found new life in student art projects 
through the Harvest-to-Use initiative.

The university’s grounds crew starts the 
process by preparing logs from felled 
campus trees. Students and faculty members 
in the Center for Turning and Furniture 
Design then mill the logs into lumber for 
use in future projects.

Harvest-to-Use started under woodworking 
faculty member Chris Weiland ’72 and 
is being continued by Steve Loar and BA 
Harrington, co-directors of the center, soon 
to be renamed the Wood Center at IUP.

Much of the students’ stockpile consists of 
the pin oak once so prevalent on campus. 
Students in Harrington’s introductory 
classes use it to make small boxes and learn 
the basics of joinery. Last fall, her advanced 
students made bandsaw boxes from an 
Austrian pine that once stood next to 
Breezedale. Castoffs from furniture projects 

can be used for turning plates and spindles, 
and even smaller scraps, for kindling. 

“It’s not recycling; it’s using the trees,” Loar 
said.

Loar and Harrington are hoping the 
center’s work can be part of a proposed 
Sustainability Studies minor. Harrington’s 
other goals include incorporating 
commissioned projects into the 
woodworking curriculum and making sure 
her introductory classes get to watch the 
bandsaw mill in operation. The lumbered 
wood needs a year per inch of thickness to 
dry.

“They’re not going to use the wood they see 
cut,” she said, “but at least they understand 
that whole cycle of tree to log to lumber.”

Learn more about Harvest-to-Use in a 2009 
IUP Magazine web feature, “Green Design,” 
at www.iup.edu/harvest-to-use.

to become a paramedic. The partnership 
will improve training and better address 
a regional shortage of emergency first 
responders. Lou Pesci ’92, D’09, director 
of the institute, also sees opportunities to 
bring people seeking one course “into the 
pipeline” for an additional certification or a 
bachelor’s or graduate program. In addition 
to the EMT program, the institute houses 
a certification program in safety/driver 
education and the IUP Highway Safety 
Project.

The Business of Energy
IUP has developed three new programs 
related to the business of energy. At 
its March meeting, the IUP Council of 
Trustees approved new program tracks in 
professional land resource management, 
energy management, and energy 
accounting. The tracks are cross-disciplinary, 
requiring students to include related science 
courses in their schedules, but are being 
offered by the Management and Accounting 
departments of the Eberly College of 
Business and Information Technology. 
Students may begin electing the new tracks 
in the fall.
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F
or Patty Ameno, it hasn’t been about fame—
although she has earned a reputation for her dogged 
fight to rid her western Pennsylvania hometown 
of one of America’s most infamous atomic waste 
dumps.

It hasn’t been a quest for power, either. Yet a government 
regulator once told Ameno that a priest warned him “not to 
mess with” her.

She said money hasn’t been the driving force behind her gritty 
battle against daunting opponents.

Instead, Ameno has wanted more than anything to make her 
town clean and safe once again for future generations. 

That’s why she has waged an all-consuming campaign that has 
won more than $100 million in settlements, judgments, and 
government compensation for Apollo-area people who have 
suffered financially and physically and have even lost their 
lives because of radioactive contamination to the environment 
generated decades ago by a company called NUMEC.

Ameno, a 1986 graduate of IUP, and her family lived a scant 100 
feet across Pennsylvania Route 66 from a former steel mill that 
had been converted for processing fuel for US Navy ships and 
submarines. “The word nuclear never came up,” Ameno said. “So 
we just thought, ‘fuel for Navy ships.’”

But as years passed, negative effects became apparent. High 
rates of illness, especially cancer, were recorded in the area, and 
Ameno is among the statistics.

“Since 1997, my head had to be opened 
twice for one brain tumor,” she said. 
She suffered uterine cancer, she still has 
a second brain tumor, and the plant is 
responsible, she said. “But I’m one of the 
lucky ones, because there have been parents 
who have buried their children.”

The extent of the nuclear contamination 
was more than Ameno and others in Apollo 
had expected. The plant was allowed to 
bury radioactive waste on a 44-acre shallow 
land disposal area in Parks Township, about 
three miles away, where the company 
also operated a commercial plutonium 
processing facility. Today, some officials 
believe the actual size of the disposal 
area—Ameno says it’s more than four times 
larger—and the amount of waste buried 
there have not been accurately calculated.

Ameno’s struggle has been against the 
companies that ran the military fuel plant 
and the plutonium facility, which shared 
the disposal grounds. NUMEC (Nuclear 
Materials and Equipment Corporation) 
operated the plants first, followed briefly 
by Atlantic Richfield Company. Babcock 
& Wilcox Company took over and, as BWX 
Technologies, is responsible for the site 
today.

Ameno’s fight also has been with the 
US Atomic Energy Commission and the 
Nuclear Regulatory Commission, which set 
the rules for the site.

Perhaps Ameno’s biggest nemesis of all 
is time. The radioactivity in and around 
Apollo had a 30-year head start on her.

NUMEC opened shop in 1957, when 
nuclear power was in its infancy. The 
Navy launched the first atomic-powered 
submarine, the USS Nautilus, in 1954, and 
the Navy fuel plant was started the same 
year the AEC opened a nuclear power 
plant in Shippingport, Beaver County, as a 
demonstration project.

Meantime, Ameno, a first-generation 
American in an Italian immigrant family, 
was growing up with only a dream of 
attending college and as an unlikely 

candidate to battle what had become the 
establishment in Apollo.

“In high school, I remember sitting in my 
English class, and I would look out the 
window, and [the teacher] said, ‘If you think 
it, it’ll happen.’” Ameno said. “I used to tell 
her I wanted to go to school, but you know, 
in an Italian family, girls weren’t going 
to school. I was born in ’51. My dad was 
Sicilian, and girls didn’t go to college—they 
got married.”

Ameno graduated from high school in 
Apollo in 1969, soon married, and soon 
divorced. 

Then, with many in her family thinking 
it good to support the military because of 
the fuel plant in Apollo, Ameno enlisted in 
the Navy in 1971 and served in the Naval 
Investigative Service, which later became 
the Naval Criminal Investigative Service 
(NCIS).

In 1975, she was catastrophically injured 
during a search-and-rescue mission in the 
Mediterranean Sea. During an airdrop of 
medical supplies, Ameno fell 40 feet from a 
helicopter onto the deck of a ship and was 
flown out among the injured she was trying 
to help. A priest gave her last rites, her 
injuries were so serious.

Ameno left the Navy in 1982 and enrolled 
at IUP on the GI Bill. 

“The Navy paved the way for me to go. 
If I wouldn’t have been in the service, I 
wouldn’t have had a snowball’s chance in 
hell of going to college,” Ameno said.

At IUP, a staff of criminology professors 
fed a hungry mind. Victor McGuire, Joe 
Bogan, and Imogene Moyer left lifelong 
impressions. So did Indiana County Judge 
William Martin, then an attorney at an 
Indiana law firm where Ameno did an 
internship.

“The one thing I always wanted to do was 
learn. And I have felt…like a sponge, an 
insatiable sponge, and there was so much 
there at IUP,” Ameno said. “This was like a 

Cleanup 
Crusade

Alumna’s Battle to Rid 
Hometown of Nuclear 
Waste Is 26 Years Old 
and Counting

By Chauncey Ross

Patty Ameno has assembled 
more than 3 million 
documents in her search 
for answers about nuclear 
contamination in the Apollo 
area. 
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gateway into thinking. It was like having 
a flashlight and going to LED floodlights in 
critical thinking.

“My life on campus was fantastic,” she 
continued. “It was a very satisfying and 
enriching and rewarding experience that 
really solidified the road for me ahead. 
Without it, I would not have been picked 
up by the Defense Department as a criminal 
federal investigator.”

Ameno graduated at age 35 with a 
bachelor’s degree in criminology. The US 
Department of Defense hired her as an 
investigator, but she put in for retirement 
in 1988 and moved back from California to 
Armstrong County. The time was right for 
Ameno to start the mission she believes she 
was guided to take on. “I have listened to 
my inner voice,” she said.

The irony of using skills she developed 
as a government investigator to dig into 
government business is not lost on Ameno.

Poised to seek the truth about the nuclear 
material, demand accountability, and make 
her community safe for its people again, she 
enlisted topnotch lawyers and experts in 
health, energy, and environmental safety to 
her cause. She navigated public offices and 
open records to assemble more than 
3 million documents that helped her to 
make her stand.

In the first of her court fights, Ameno refused 
to bargain with prosecutors in 1993 on 
charges that she disrupted a public meeting 
of Apollo Borough Council. She was accused 
of asking too many questions about the 
radioactivity at the plant. She was acquitted 
of the charge, then filed her first civil suit 
against Apollo Borough. Ameno took a 
small, out-of-court settlement and donated 
the money to pediatric cancer research.

In the mid-1990s, Ameno said, she organized 
community groups in Westmoreland 
and Elk counties to successfully block the 
transfer of radioactive waste from the Kiski 
Valley sewage treatment plant to landfills in 
those areas.

“There is no amount of money that is ever 
going to replace a mother’s child, or give 
somebody back their health. But it gives 
them a feeling, a sense of accountability 
and vindication.“
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When she threatened to sue the 
Pennsylvania Department of 
Environmental Protection for not following 
its own rules, DEP handed the responsibility 
for the contaminated sewage lagoon back to 
Babcock & Wilcox.

During a 1990s meeting with DEP officials, 
an agency regulator from New Alexandria 
took Ameno aside. “He told me, ‘My priest 
told me not to mess with you,’” she said. 
The man said his priest had given Ameno 
her last rites—which she ended up not 
needing—and said to leave her alone. 
The priest was the Navy chaplain who 
blessed Ameno 20 years earlier in the 
Mediterranean. 

Ameno also won Congressman John P. 
Murtha and his staff as allies. Murtha 
arranged a $5-million study of the dump site 
and then, in 2001, had the US Army Corps of 
Engineers placed in charge of the site—the 
first time jurisdiction of any site had been 
pulled from the NRC.

In 2007, Ameno testified at a workers’ 
compensation hearing of the federal 
Advisory Board on Radiation and Worker 
Health, which then awarded $28 million, a 
figure Ameno says is still growing, to former 
Babcock & Wilcox workers who became ill 
while working in the plants.

Bigger yet was the settlement of a lawsuit 
against the plant owners, who agreed in 
2007 and 2009 to compensate more than 
360 people in Apollo and Parks Township 
about $90 million for property damage, 
illness, and deaths attributable to exposure 
to radiation.

“There is no amount of money that is ever 
going to replace a mother’s child, or give 
somebody back their health,” Ameno said. 
“But it gives them a feeling, a sense of 
accountability and vindication. And in a lot 

of cases, it’s for people, families, where the 
breadwinner got sick. They lost jobs, had no 
benefits, and ultimately lost their homes.”

For Ameno, naming the plant’s victims is a 
personal thing. 

Her brother-in-law was one. “He had to 
have two kidney transplants, years of 
dialysis in between. He had prostate cancer, 
he had quadruple bypass, but never smoked 
a cigarette in his life,” according to Ameno. 
Beryllium disease and pancreatic cancer 
killed him, she said.

There was Stacia Bellfield, a two-year-old 
who died of a malignant brain tumor. “And 
what that child had to endure…without 
wondering or thinking about what she was 
going to be when she grew up,” Ameno said. 
“There’s a lot of this. And when I talk about 
parents burying their children, it haunts 
me.”

For Ameno, the radiation brought 
the scourge of cancer and caused two 
miscarriages. But her obsessive fight to clean 
up the Apollo-area sites cost her more.

“I lost my family behind what I do,” Ameno 
said, including in that statement a partner 
of more than 25 years. “I was there at home, 
but I wasn’t there. I was into the documents, 
I was on the phone, I was talking to experts 
who were bringing me up to snuff. But I 
would do it all again.”

She quotes playwright Eve Ensler to sum up 
her role over the past 26 years: “An activist 
is someone who cannot help but fight 
for something. That person is not usually 
motivated by the need for power or money 
or fame, but in fact, is driven slightly mad 
by some injustice, some cruelty, some 
unfairness, so much so that he or she is 
compelled by some internal moral engine to 
act to make it better.”

The story of Ameno’s crusade in the Kiski 
Valley is still gaining renown. Her role in 
the lawsuits, community campaigns, and 
challenges to the government has been 
chronicled in area newspapers and regional 
television. Recently, the tale was recounted 
by the Wall Street Journal and Al Jazeera 
America. The stories serve to inform and 
educate, but Ameno said her part in the 
ongoing coverage is getting old.

“The one thing about me—I’m boring,” 
she said. “It’s the same thing over and over 
again, because that’s what the truth is—it’s 
a broken record. And that’s the one thing 
that stands.”

The biggest phase of the disposal-area 
cleanup has been at a standstill for three 
years. The US Army Corps of Engineers 
halted excavation when workers discovered 
more and different kinds of atomic waste 
than expected.

There’s no timetable for finishing the work. 
And that’s okay, Ameno said—as long as 
it doesn’t stop. “All things happen in good 
time.”

Ameno believes the Bible is not a religion, 
but a way of life, and she relates Ecclesiastes 
9:11 to her own decades-long battle: “It is 
not given to the swift or the strong, but the 
one that endures to the end.”

Ameno decorates her home with turtle 
novelties, signifying the fabled race 
between the turtle and the hare that 
demonstrates the power of perseverance.

“We’re going to win this,” she said. “I just 
hope I’m here to see it done.” m

Patty Ameno outside of her childhood 
home, across Pennsylvania Route 66 from 
the former site of the NUMEC military fuel 
plant in Apollo. Inset: Ameno on Easter 
Sunday, 1960. The NUMEC plant is in the 
background.
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The Performance of Caring
The disciplines of nursing 
and drama rarely intersect, 
but IUP Theater and Dance 
faculty member April Daras 
combined them in the course 
“The Performance of Caring” 
for the university’s nursing 
students. She also directed 
student actors in roles as 
patients in IUP’s Nursing 
Simulation Lab and developed 
simulations for doctoral 
programs in the Educational 
Psychology and Psychology 
departments. For these kinds 
of applied theater activities, 
Daras recently received an 
Innovative Teaching Prize 
from the Kennedy Center 
American College Theater 
Festival. An advocate of theater 
in service to the community, 
she is also a member of the 
Pittsburgh Playback Theatre 
company, an original form of 
improvisational theater. 

Lifetime Achievement 
in Geography
IUP geography professor 
emeritus Joseph Bencloski 
’64, M’70 received his PhD 
from Penn State. As a graduate 
student there, he was assigned 
in his first assistantship to work 
with Professor Willard Miller. 
Bencloski therefore found it 
especially meaningful last 
fall when the Pennsylvania 
Geographical Society gave 
him the Ruby S. and E. Willard 
Miller Lifetime Achievement 
Award, an honor that 
recognizes exemplary long-term 
dedication to the discipline of 
geography and to the society. 
During the same conference at 
which he received his award, 
Bencloski presented a research 
paper on the previous year’s 
Super Typhoon Haiyan. He 
taught at IUP for 24 years, 
retiring in 2013.  m

Distinction in Field
Last fall, Ohio University gave a 
Medal of Merit to IUP professor 
emeritus Gary Olmstead, who 
received a master of fine arts 
degree from Ohio University in 
1966. He was one of only 15 to 
be honored; his specific award 
is given to alumni who have 
achieved distinction in their 
chosen fields. Olmstead retired 
from the IUP music faculty in 
2003 after a career that spanned 
nearly four decades and 
included service as director of 
Percussion Studies and director 
of the University Percussion 
Ensemble. A renowned 
percussionist himself, he has 
performed and recorded with 
dozens of celebrated orchestras, 
ensembles, and music groups, 
appeared as a solo artist, and 
written two books and dozens 
of articles. He was inducted into 
the Percussive Arts Society Hall 
of Fame in 2013.

Naming Honors
Vector control involves limiting 
or eradicating animals, birds, 
insects, and others that transmit 
disease pathogens. Last fall, the 
Pennsylvania Vector Control 
Association announced it 
would change the name of 
its student award to honor 
Jan Humphreys, an IUP 
professor emeritus who taught 
in the Biology Department. 
Humphreys was actually 
instrumental in establishing—
in 1999—the award that will 
now bear his name. He has also 
served as chairperson of the 
association’s awards committee 
since its inception. The newly 
named Dr. Jan G. Humphreys 
PVCA Academic Award for 
Student Research in Vector 
Control recognizes excellence 
in undergraduate or graduate 
student research. Three IUP 
alumni are among the award’s 
past recipients. 

Faculty Deaths

William Betts Jr., a 
professor emeritus who 
retired from the English 
Department in 1992, died 
November 7, 2014. He 
taught in the department 
for nearly 37 years and 
served as a volunteer 
assistant coach for men’s 
basketball for 17 years.

Louise Burky, who 
retired from the 
Management Information 
Systems and Decision 
Sciences Department 
in 2005 after 16 years of 
service, including six years 
as department chair, died 
December 18, 2014.

Richard Chamberlin, 
a professor emeritus 
who retired from the 
library’s Media Resources 
Department in 1992 after 
25 years of service, died 
December 8, 2014. He 
also served as chair of the 
University Senate.

Helen Cooke 
Cunningham M’76, a 
member of the Nursing 
Department faculty 
for 26 years before her 
retirement in 1999, died 
December 28, 2014.

Clarence (Alex) 
Garvin, who retired in 
1998 after 29 years as a 
faculty member in the 
Economics Department, 
died December 4, 2014. 
He established the IUP 
chapter of Omicron Delta 
Epsilon.

MENToRS

Janice Mazzotta 
Livingston ’91, M’11, 
who retired from the 
Center for Career and 
Technical Personnel 
Preparation in 2014 after 
20 years of service, died 
January 24, 2015. 

Larry Miller, a professor 
emeritus who retired in 
1999 after 29 years in the 
History Department, died 
September 10, 2013.

Jeffrey Ritchey, a faculty 
member of nearly 10 
years in the Adult and 
Community Education 
Department, died 
November 24, 2014. 

Ronald Steiner, a 
professor emeritus who 
retired from the IUP 
Libraries in 2002 after 
34 years of service, died 
November 25, 2014.

Mario Sussmann, a 
professor emeritus who 
retired in 2001 after 25 
years in the Psychology 
Department, died October 
29, 2014.

Elizabeth Troxell, 
who retired from the 
Mathematics Department 
faculty in 1979 after eight 
years of service, died 
December 5, 2014.
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Recently, a number of longtime faculty members died:
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According to Mary 
Jo Banks Lyttle ’86, 
M’89, director of IUP 
Alumni Relations, 

the university’s alumni form 
a strong network of more than 
125,000 members around the 
world.

“We all know that IUP alumni 
receive a great education, and 
by recruiting fellow alumni 

for careers and internship 
opportunities,” Lyttle said, 
“they strengthen their own 
professional network.”

The Office of Alumni 
Relations offers many cost-
free networking tools for 
alumni, including an IUP 
group associated with online 
professional network LinkedIn, 
monthly career webinars, 

an online community with 
a business directory, and a 
number of networking events 
at locations throughout the 
country. 

Gary Greenwood ’06 was 
a senior computer science 
major when he contacted 
Mark Anthony ’82, M’83, 
then director of the Career 
Development Center. Anthony 
advised Greenwood to 
attend some of the upcoming 
networking events. “It was 
my last semester,” Greenwood 
said, “so I went to everything I 
could,” including an event in 
Washington, DC, and one in 
Pittsburgh.

At the Pittsburgh Alumni 
Networking Night, Greenwood 
met staff members from PNC 

Bank. This led to his first job. 
“There were 16 seniors in the 
Computer Science program the 
year I graduated,” Greenwood 
said, “but I was the only one 
who had two job offers going 
into finals week, which was just 
unbelievable.”

Now overseeing new product 
development as senior agile 
project manager at software 
firm Confluence in Pittsburgh, 
Greenwood has continued to 
attend alumni events after 
graduation. “I had such a good 
experience with networking 
events my last semester,” he 
said, “I felt obligated to be part 
of it” as an alumnus. 

Greenwood attended the 
programs IUP and PNC 
cosponsored in Pittsburgh, 
as well as many on the IUP 
campus. “I traveled to IUP and 
spoke to students specifically 
about business technology,” he 
said.

Davie Huddleston ’68, PNC 
Financial Services Group’s 
senior manager of diversity and 
inclusion and former director 
of campus recruiting, said that 
IUP alumni make up a large 
part of the organization’s work 
force. “IUP graduates are our 
second or third largest group, 

which is a significant amount and tells you 
that our students are highly successful,” 
he said, adding that networking events are 
an excellent opportunity for “gaining good 
advice.”

Stephen Shiring ’81, M’85, a faculty 
member in the Department of Hospitality 
Management, regularly accompanies 
students to events such as trade shows. 
“Recently, I took 42 students to the National 
Restaurant Association show in Chicago,” 
Shiring said, “and they were able to meet 
with alumni in the area.”

Events like these provide opportunities for 
current students interested in internships 
or alumni looking for new career choices, 
Shiring said. “I think it’s so important to 
have that connection to the industry.”

In addition to cosponsoring networking 
events with Alumni Relations, the IUP 
Career and Professional Development 
Center offers several other services, 
including career coaching, résumé review, 
and career fairs. Alumni currently have 
the same complimentary access to those 
services that current students have, 
according to Tammy Patterson Manko ’88, 
M’91, the center’s director.

“Networking events are valuable to anyone 
attending them for making connections and 
building relationships that can potentially 
enhance their career goals,” Manko said. 
She noted that alumni also can benefit from 
networking events by hearing about what 
is happening at the university. “It bolsters 
their pride in the university, piques their 
interest, and keeps them involved,” she said.

Current students benefit from exposure to 
alumni, who can provide valuable insight 
about the career paths they’ve taken. In 
fact, networking events are not restricted to 
students and alumni. According to Manko, 
“People are encouraged to bring a spouse, a 
partner, a coworker, or a friend.”

Diana Gomez-Franco ’13 was an accounting 
major from Chester County when she 
attended a Philadelphia networking event 
two years ago. “I actually hadn’t planned on 
attending but went as a guest of my fiancé, 
Antonio Ayllon [’10],” she said.

Current students were invited to come 
forward and introduce themselves, which 
brought Gomez-Franco, an honors student, 
to the attention of Jeff Gittler ’80, a partner at 
Citrin Cooperman, a top accounting firm in 
Philadelphia.

“We are one of the 25 largest accounting 
firms in the country and do not recruit 
outside of the metropolitan area, as we 
have found sufficient talent here in 
Philadelphia,” Gittler said. “But Diana’s 
great credentials were impressive enough to 
land her a position at the firm.”

After a year as a staff accountant at Citrin 
Cooperman, Gomez-Franco moved with her 
fiancé to Houston, Texas, where she is a staff 
accountant at FNC Technologies.

She attributes getting her first job to meeting 
Gittler in Philadelphia and encourages 
other students and alumni to take 
advantage of these opportunities. “I’m really 
glad I went,” she said. m

How Alumni 

Can Help
While the array of career services IUP 
offers is known for helping current 
students to find work after graduation, 
those same services are also open to 
IUP alumni, regardless of when they 
graduated.

On the flip side, alumni who are 
established in their fields can also help 
current students and fellow alumni find 
work or advance in their professions. 
Here are some things they can do:

 • Regularly inform IUP of current  
  positions or internships available  
  at their company. Details are at   
  www.iup.edu/career.

 • Attend networking events in their  
  area to share career or industry   
  insights and experiences.

 • Join the IUP alumni group   
  associated with online   
  professional network LinkedIn.

 • Add their company to the   
  business directory in the   
  Alumni Connections online   
  community. Details are at 
  www.iup.edu/alumni.

The IUP Network:  
 Recruiting 
from Within

Résumé review is among the 
services IUP’s Career and 
Professional Development Center 
offers alumni and students. 
Tammy Manko, left, the center’s 
director, worked with Quanisha 
Charles, a doctoral candidate in the 
Composition and TESOL program. 

The Pittsburgh Career 
Networking Event is one 
of several opportunities 
students and alumni 
have to make valuable 
connections. 

Hospitality management professor Stephen Shiring, far right, accompanied students to 
a National Restaurant Association show in Chicago last spring. From left: Dan Williams, 
of Homer Laughlin China Company, and students Kristen Northrop; Rachael Felicion ’14; 
Aurora Diaz ’14; Dan Williams CA’13, ’14; and Michael Dercole CA’13. IUP’s Dan Williams 
later got a job as a consulting chef with Homer Laughlin. 

By Janice Shellenbarger

Building relationships through 
networking is an IUP tradition 
that alumni continue to endorse 
and promote.
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Deep in the sugarcane fields of the Dominican Republic 
and Haiti, among the poorest of the world’s poor, a group 
of IUP student-athletes became rich—not in terms of 
dollars, but in the knowledge that they had enriched the 

lives of others.

They did it by lending a hand to those in need—with hammers and 
paint brushes, and with bats and baseballs. 

“It’s really something that everyone should experience,” said 
Stefanie McCoy, a senior on the Crimson Hawks’ softball team.

In January, 23 current and former IUP student-athletes traveled to 
the Dominican Republic on a service trip organized by Erie-based 
charity Meeting God in Missions. They helped build and paint 
homes, assisted with medical and vision care, and also taught 
children about sports.

The Dominican Republic and Haiti, two nations that share an island 
in the Caribbean, have struggled over the years with poverty and 
political strife, not to mention annual threats from hurricanes that 
could wipe almost everything away.

The trip was part of the greater mission IUP athletes are charged 
with every day. They are expected to excel in the classroom, on the 
playing fields, and in the community—locally and globally.

“If our student-athletes come 
through here and they don’t 
come out as better people, and 
if where they go they don’t 
make it a better situation for 
others, then we will have failed 
them,” said Frank Condino, 
IUP’s recently retired director of 
athletics, who has taken several 
trips over the years with the 
ministry.

The trip had a definite impact 
on those who took it.

“These people are just looking 
for someone to hang out with,” 
said former IUP baseball player 
Robbie Zinsmeister. The 2013 
graduate took his first trip to 
the Dominican Republic in 
January.

“I feel like they forgot about 
their hardships when we were 
there,” he said. “They’re just 
happy people, and it touches 
your heart. It rubs off on you. 
You realize how grateful you 
should be about how much you 
have.”

Condino added several staff 
members to these trips over 
the years. Scott Weigner, a 
campus minister and advisor 
to the university’s chapter of 
the Fellowship of Christian 
Athletes, has been on some 
of them, and his wife, Liz, 
accompanied the IUP 
contingent on its most recent 
journey.

They give up a lot in order to go 
do these things,” Weigner said 
of the IUP student-athletes. 
“That’s not to say there’s not 
a blessing gained. But for 
students to give up a week 
of their semester break to go 
down there and stay in those 
conditions—it’s nice to see.”

In addition to spending a week 
doing things many people 
would expect to be paid for, 
some of the students pay their 
own travel expenses.

IUP baseball coach Jeff Ditch 
has been on the trips and has 
noticed how being with people 
who can survive on what many 
others throw away has affected 
him, as well as the student-
athletes.

“It’s something that becomes 
bigger than you,” Ditch said. 
“When you participate in this, 
you get a lot back. I refer to 
these trips every single day.”

Ditch called McCoy “a great 
example of a student-athlete 
who leads by example. She 
takes great joy in doing this 
work.”

A broad smile comes across 
McCoy’s face when she talks 
about the time she has spent on 
her three mission trips and the 
people she has met.

Pitching 
In
Student-Athletes Lend 
a Hand—and a Bat—in 
Service Trip

“It’s an incredible experience, 
every single time,” she said.

No two trips are the same, 
which is one reason many in 
the group have gone several 
times. The work, though, 
routinely involves helping to 
improve conditions in areas 
where many Haitians and 
Dominicans subsist in straw 
houses and shacks with mud 
floors.

“We just try to give these 
families a clean, safe place to 
live,” Weigner said. “We have 
just about finished building an 
entire village.”

Volunteers also help physicians 
and optometrists care for 
families in the villages.

But, time is set aside to play, 
and children get tips from the 
college athletes in any number 
of sports, including baseball, 
softball, and soccer.

“You could do something 
different every day,” 
Zinsmeister said. “You had 
the opportunity to sign up for 
whatever you wanted. I did the 
baseball thing a couple times, 
and I did a lot of construction 
and painting. I really did enjoy 
it. I’m glad I had a chance to 
go.”

By spending a week with 
people who think of running 
water and electricity as 
luxuries, McCoy felt humbled, 
she said. The experience opened 
her eyes to the problems of 
developing nations.

“You go there, and they tell you 
that you are a blessing to them,” 
McCoy said. “But when it comes 
down to it, it’s the opposite. 
They are a blessing to us.”

That’s the wealth the IUP 
student-athlete volunteers 
have gained. It’s what Condino 
was hoping for when he started 
pushing for the trips.

“The athletes are changed 
forever when they come back, 
because many of them have 
never seen poverty like that,” 
Condino said. “They’ve never 
seen people working in the 
sugarcane fields for two or three 
dollars a day.”

When Zinsmeister returned 
home in January, he 
immediately started thinking 
about what he could do next. 
He’s ready to spread his wealth.

“These trips could help anyone,” 
he said. “It doesn’t just have to 
be the Dominican Republic. 
It could be somewhere in 
the United States. If anybody 
goes on a trip like this, it’s life 
changing.” m

By Matthew Burglund

Over the past three years, IUP 
student-athletes have helped build 
hurricane-safe housing and sanitary 
bathrooms in the Dominican 
Republic’s Village 50. From top left: 
Frank Condino, retired athletic 
director, brought sand for cement; 
track and field’s Heather Sternby 
relaxed with a Dominican girl after 
painting; and field hockey’s Casey 
McGowan carried cinder blocks for 
new bathrooms. 

Robbie Zinsmeister ’13 
helped with baseball clinics 
in addition to construction 
and painting.

January’s service trip was the 
third for Stefanie McCoy, a 
senior on the softball team. 
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NAMEDRoPPERS

When she 
graduated from 
IUP, Amanda 
Rogerson ’11 

had one goal in mind: to land a 
job in athletics administration 
at her alma mater.

But the job she wanted wasn’t 
open, and Rogerson soon would 
discover that the adage is true: 
The hardest part of any journey 
is taking the first step.

And now, almost three years 
after she earned her diploma, 
Rogerson has found a home 
in upstate New York, with 
a blossoming career firmly 
rooted in her experiences 
from IUP. Rogerson is now 
assistant athletic director for 
Business Operations at Marist 
College in Poughkeepsie, 
where she oversees just about 
every financial transaction 
the school’s 23 varsity teams 
make—from ticket operations 
and apparel sales to travel 
expenses to budgets. She was 
promoted to the position last 
fall after serving one year as 
business manager at the NCAA 
Division I school with roughly 
6,000 students.

Rogerson said every day she 
uses skills she learned during 
her undergraduate days at 
IUP, when she worked in the 
basketball, football, and sports 
information offices and was an 
athletic training student and 
part-time photographer for 
many of IUP’s teams.

“Had I not learned the things I 
did at IUP,” she said, “I would 
have been sunk when I got 
here.”

Rogerson initially hoped to be 
an athletic trainer, but with her 
work-study jobs and exposure 
to people like Frank Condino, 
the recently retired athletic 
director, and Fran Nee, the 
former associate AD, Rogerson 
soon heard her calling.

“I realized during my junior 
year that I had a knack for 
administration,” she said. “I saw 
what [Nee and Condino] did on 
a daily basis, and I found my 
passion.”

Soon after graduating, Rogerson 
met with Condino and asked 
for advice about getting a job. 
A native of Indiana County, 
she wanted to stay close to her 
family. “And then he gave me 
the best advice ever,” she said. 
“He told me that if I wanted to 
work in athletics, that I should 
get a job outside of IUP and see 
what else is out there.”

Rogerson landed a spot at 
Marist in the spring of 2012. 
It’s a busy life, but one she has 
gladly taken on, armed with the 
skills she learned at IUP.

“Every week is different for me,” 
she said. “Some weeks, I work 
seven days. But that’s okay. 
That’s what I’m used to. When I 
was in school, if I wasn’t in the 

athletic training room, I was in 
the sports information office, 
or I was taking pictures, or I 
was in the football office. I was 
always working, and I still am. 
It’s my life.”

Alumni and 
Coach Notes 
Basketball
Several former IUP players are 
making careers for themselves 
as coaches, or in some cases, 
their playing careers have 
continued:

Darryl Webb ’11, who scored 
more points than any other 
men’s basketball player in 
school history, is still pouring 
in the points. He now plays for 
the BBC Monthey professional 
team in Switzerland. Before 
Switzerland, Webb played 
professionally in leagues in 
Japan, the Netherlands, and 
Germany. One of Webb’s former 
IUP teammates, Willi Estrella 
’11, is also still playing. He’s 

a member of the Richmond 
(Virginia) Elite, a team in the 
semi-pro American Basketball 
Association.

Webb and Estrella played 
for current IUP coach Joe 
Lombardi, whose eldest son, 
Dom Lombardi ’12, recently 
completed his first season 
as an assistant coach at the 
University of South Florida 
in Tampa. Before joining USF, 
Lombardi was an aide at 
the University of Kentucky, 
and that’s where Adeniyi 
Amadou ’07, ’08 has landed, 
as an assistant coach with the 
Wildcats’ women’s basketball 
program.

At another NCAA Division 
I school, the University of 
Wisconsin, former IUP assistant 
coach Lamont Paris is in his 
fifth season as an assistant 
men’s basketball coach.

In the high school ranks, two 
former IUP players are leading 

teams to success: Mike Beckles 
’01 is the head coach at South 
Shore High School in his 
hometown of Brooklyn, New 
York, and Mark Faulx ’99 is 
the coach at Valley High School 
in New Kensington.

When former IUP women’s 
basketball coach Jeff Dow 
was hired as the head coach at 
the University of Louisiana-
Monroe last spring, one of the 
first things he did was assemble 
his staff, and one of his hires 

was Eryn Withers ’11, who 
played for Dow at IUP from 
2008 to 2011.

Swimming/Diving
In October, former IUP 
standout swimmer Jason 
Mohring ’09 was hired as the 
assistant swimming and diving 
coach at Drexel University in 
Philadelphia. Before his hire at 
Drexel, Mohring was a graduate 
assistant coach at Salisbury 
University in Maryland.

Football
On the football fields, former 
IUP running back Tobias 
Robinson recently completed 
his second season as an 
assistant coach at Cleveland 
High School in Bandon, Oregon. 
Mike Box ’13 and Akwasi 
Owusu-Ansah ’14 recently 
signed contracts to play for 
the Los Angeles Kiss, of the 
Arena Football League. And 
in the NFL, the St. Louis Rams 
promoted Frank Cignetti Jr. 
’89 from quarterbacks coach to 
offensive coordinator, while the 
Indianapolis Colts named Jim 
Hostler ’90 the wide receivers 
coach after he served last 
season as an assistant with the 
Buffalo Bills.

Fans of the first College 
Football Playoff this season 
saw the handiwork of Dan 

Radakovich ’80, athletic 
director at Clemson University. 
Radakovich was one of 12 
people on the CFP selection 
committee, which picked the 
four teams—Alabama, Florida 
State, Ohio State, and Oregon—
that competed in the first 
NCAA Division I Football Bowl 
Subdivision playoff.

IUP assistant coach Bernie 
McQuown retired in 
December, ending a 58-year 
career. McQuown, who was a 
high school coach from 1958 to 
1986, joined the staff of Frank 
Cignetti ’60, M’65 at IUP in 
1987 and stayed through the 
completion of the 2014 season 
for head coach Curt Cignetti.

Jim Chapin, an assistant the 
past three seasons at IUP, was 
hired in January as an assistant 
at the University of California-
Davis, an NCAA Division 

BY MATTHEW BURGlUND

Amanda Rogerson was promoted last fall to assistant athletic director for Business Operations at 
Division I Marist College in Poughkeepsie, New York. 

Former IUP standout Adeniyi Amadou is an assistant coach with 
the University of Kentucky women’s basketball program. 

IUP assistant coach Bernie McQuown retired in December after 58 
years in football. 
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For up-to-the-minute news on IUP sports,
visit www.iupathletics.com. There you’ll 

find all the newest news Namedroppers can’t 
bring you because of deadline constraints.

I Football Championship 
Subdivision school.

Softball
This spring, Megan 
McCormick ’12 completed 
her second season as a 
graduate assistant coach for the 
Wheeling (West Virginia) Jesuit 
University women’s softball 
team.

Also in softball, Hilary 
Tutrani ’08 completed her 
sixth season as an assistant 
coach at Cabrini College in 
Radnor. She is also a teacher 
at Pottstown Middle School, 
where she coaches girls’ soccer 
and basketball.

Soccer
IUP Athletic Hall of Fame 
member Mike Webb ’78 
recently scored his 400th win 

as the boys’ soccer coach at 
Chancellor High School in 
Fredericksburg, Virginia. In his 
career, Webb’s teams have won 
15 district, seven regional, and 
two state championships.

Administration
When officials at the University 
of Ashland began searching 
for a new director of athletics, 
they didn’t have to look far. In 
January, the NCAA Division 
II school in Ohio selected Al 
King M’83, who previously 
had been Ashland’s sports 
information director, to lead its 
athletic department. King went 
to Ashland in 1993 after serving 
four years as the assistant sports 
information director at IUP.

Dodie Feagley Edwards ’92 
recently wrapped up her third 
year as an assistant athletic 
trainer at Juniata College. m
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For more than seven decades, well into the 1970s, 
Thomas Sutton Hall stood on the site newly occupied 
by the soon-to-be home of the College of Humanities 
and Social Sciences. When that building is completed 

next year, several of Thomas Sutton’s stained-glass windows 
will be part of it.

Constructed in 1903 and 1904, Thomas Sutton Hall was at the 
heart of the campus: It was the place where most students 
came to eat every day. The stained-glass panes sat atop long, 
clear-glass windows. When the building was demolished, a 
few pieces of the stained glass found their way into what was 
then the new Stapleton Library. The rest eventually ended up 
at Robertshaw for storage. 

The IUP Class of 2014 has made refurbishing the windows 
its Senior Class Gift project and has already raised $12,000. 
May and December 2014 graduates are invited to help ensure 
the Thomas Sutton stained glass comes home. Those who 
want to make a gift may do so online by visiting www.iup.
edu/2014SeniorClassGift or by contacting the Office of Annual 
Giving at 724-357-5555 or iup-giving@iup.edu.

—Karen Gresh

Coming
Home Kelsey Adams, vice president of the Senior Class Gift Committee, 

and Kadeem Washington ’14, former president of the Student 
Philanthropy Council, cleaned the Thomas Sutton Hall windows in 
Robertshaw. 

Thomas Sutton Hall in 1909

ACHIEVEMENTS

Young Alumni Achievement

Six graduates of the last 15 years were honored in November with 
Young Alumni Achievement Awards. The IUP Ambassadors, a 
student group that supports the Alumni Relations office, sponsors 
the awards program. The 2014 recipients, one from each academic 
college, are as follows:

 • College of Health and Human Services: Timothy Beck   
  CA’03, ’04, M’06, supervisory agent in charge, Federal   
  Investigative Services, Office of Personnel Management
 • College of Education and Educational Technology: Trey   
  Davenport ’04, animation producer, Gearbox Studios
 • College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics: Michael   
  Jarvis ’08, geologist, Range Resources
 • Eberly College of Business and Information Technology:   
  Randel Massafra ’99, technical lead, The Vanguard Group
 • College of Humanities and Social Sciences: Kali    
  Rosenberger ’09, English language arts and drama teacher.  
  Now working in the Dominican Republic, she has also taught  
  in Ecuador, El Salvador, and Venezuela.
 • College of Fine Arts: Xiaojing Yan M’07, independent artist

Accolades for Criminology 
Graduate Programs

U.S. News & World Report ranked IUP’s online Master of Arts in 
Criminology program among the top 10 online graduate criminal 
justice programs in the nation. Selection criteria included new-
student retention rate, student engagement, and faculty credentials 
and training.

Recognition for the department also came in the form of a study, 
“Publication Productivity of Criminologists,” published in the 
Journal of Criminal Justice Education last fall. The study’s authors, 
Ellen Cohn and David Farrington, investigated the productivity of 
members of the American Society of Criminology in terms of their 
scholarly publishing in criminology journals. 

While there are 47 doctoral programs in criminology and criminal 
justice in the United States, graduates of IUP’s PhD in Criminology 
program made up 10 percent of the top 50 scholars cited in the study 
for 2010-11. Department chair Robert Mutchnick described the 
results as “a strong statement about how our graduates are prepared 
to compete.”

Program alumni on the list of top scholars were George Higgins 
D’01; Brian Payne ’88, M’90, D’93; Shaun Gabbidon D’96; Tina 
Freiburger D’07; and Catherine Marcum D’08.

Service to Veterans Recognized

The university received two recent honors for its services for 
veterans. The Military Times media group selected the Eberly College 
of Business and Information Technology for its 2015 listing of “Best 
for Vets: Business Schools.” The ranking is based on culture and 
curriculum that cater to veterans and scores from an 80-question 
analysis of the school’s complete offerings for veterans. In addition, 
the publication Military Advanced Education recognized IUP as 
an “MAE 2015 Top School.” Institutions were judged on categories 
that included military culture, financial aid, flexibility, on-campus 
support, and online support services.

Recipients of the Young Alumni Achievement Awards spoke with 
classes as part of their visit to campus in November. Left: Xiaojing 
Yan, with Cook Honors College student Aimee Heinnickel, spoke 
with Art Department undergraduates in Sprowls Hall. Right: 
Michael Jarvis discussed opportunities in the shale gas industry 
with a hydrogeology class.
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ALL ABOUT AlUMNI
1920s
Sara Hayes Lambert ’29 
celebrated her 105th birthday 
in December at her family’s 
home in Iselin, Indiana County. 
Born in DuBois, Sara taught 
elementary school in the 
Apollo-Ridge School District. 

In a note to IUP Magazine, 
Alma Wells Deane ’47, of Erie, 
said she misses reading news 
from her fellow graduates of 
the 1940s. A member of Alpha 
Sigma Tau, she keeps in touch 
with her sorority sisters Marge 
Straitiff Brennan ’45 and 
Jean Huey Smith ’45, both 

of Punxsutawney, as well as 
Ruth Johnson Peters ’47, 
of Columbia, a member of 
Alpha Sigma Alpha. The four 
have had successful careers 
and enjoyed their families, 
including grandchildren, Alma 
wrote. But they would like to 
hear from other Indiana State 
Teachers College friends, and 
they encourage them to send 
their news.

Following a reunion of Phi 
Alpha Zeta and Tau Kappa 
Epsilon in Carlisle last 
fall, members visited the 
Cumberland County Historical 
Society museum to view a 
mural, an illustrated map 
of the county, by Barbara 
Conner McGeary ’54. A 
letter from Richard St. Clair 
’56 about the mural appears DESIGNATION OF CoDES   |   AA ASSoCIATE oF ARTS DEGREE      cA ACADEMY oF CUlINARY ARTS      D DoCToRAl DEGREE      M  MASTER’S DEGREE

Have you noticed this icon at the end of a class note? It means that more information and often photos 
are available on the IUP Magazine website under Alumni Extra, www.iup.edu/magazine/alumniextra.

1950s 
At age 87, James Iams ’50 remains an active painter, and he 
and his work were recently featured in the Catholic Review. 
His watercolors are displayed in galleries from Oregon to 
Connecticut, as well as in the Timonium, Maryland, retirement 
community in which he lives. One of his works, Dredging 
Oysters on the Choptank River, is part of IUP’s permanent 
collection. The artist taught in Baltimore County public 
schools for 30 years, and in his retirement, he teaches a weekly 
watercolor class at the Community College of Baltimore 
County. At Indiana State Teachers College, he studied 
watercolor under Ralph Reynolds. His father, Merrill Iams, 
taught in the sciences at ISTC from the 1930s through the 1950s.  

1940s
Every four years, coinciding with the inauguration of 
the Pennsylvania governor, Allison-Antrim Museum in 
Greencastle exhibits its Dr. Thomas Brumbaugh Collection of 
Pennsylvania Governors’ Signatures. The collection, displayed 
this past January, is believed to be the largest of its kind 
outside the possession of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. 
Thomas Brumbaugh ’43 donated the collection when the 
museum opened in 1998. At that time, the collection he began 
as a high school student comprised 42 signatures. Even after 
making the gift, Thomas continued to build on the collection, 
adding signatures from Thomas Mifflin, Thomas McKean, and 
George Bryan in 2001 and Ed Rendell in 2003. The collection 
consists of about 80 documents with 50 different signatures. 
In an article about the collection from a 1940 issue of Collector 
magazine, Thomas said, “Although most of these items have 
no special rarity, the romantic associations which they suggest 
make them irreplaceable.” A former professor of fine arts at 
Vanderbilt University and a veteran of World War II, Thomas 
died in December 2011. The full article from Collector, provided 
by Allison-Antrim Museum, appears in Alumni Extra.

in the Letters section of this 
magazine. Barbara, the retired 
creator and principal of the 
Riverside Arts Magnet School, 
and her husband, Clyde Mills 
McGeary ’54, live in Camp 
Hill.

Though she lives in Frankfurt, 
Germany, Bernadine Wagner 
Lairo ’56 marked the 25th 
anniversary of the fall of the 
Berlin Wall with a friend in 
western Pennsylvania. When 
her friend, Barbara Pinto, of 
Leechburg, came for a visit in 
November 1989, Bernadine took 
her by train to see the Berlin 
Wall. They noticed nothing 
unusual and even took a chip 
off the wall as a souvenir. Later 
that night, the announcement 
came that East Germans were 
free to cross into the West. The 

A letter signed by John Stuchell Fisher, an 1886 graduate 
of Indiana State Normal School, is part of the Thomas 
Brumbaugh collection. Fisher, left, was Pennsylvania’s 
governor from 1927 to 1931.

women’s story was recounted 
in Tarentum’s Valley News 
Dispatch last November. While 
in graduate school, Bernadine, 
originally from Verona, and her 
husband, Alexander Lairo ’57, 
from Vandergrift, answered an 
ad for teachers needed overseas. 
Alexander spent a decade 
working for the Department of 
Defense Dependents Schools 
in Europe. In 1972, the Lairos 

formed Lairco Business Services 
to help foreign companies, 
primarily American, get started 
in Germany. They have been 
retired since 2004. The Lairos 
have two children, Peter, in 
Frankfurt, and Jeanene, in 
Bethesda, Maryland, and four 
grandchildren.

J. D. Varner ’57 celebrated 
his 79th birthday and the 57th 

anniversary of his graduation 
from Indiana State Teachers 
College by walking in the 5K 
Faith & Fun Walk on November 
1 at Blue Spruce Park, near 
Indiana. To commemorate his 
alma mater, J. D. wore his IUP 
jacket and baseball cap. A photo 
of J. D. with son Greg Varner 
’88, M’95 appears on the 
Alumni Extra website. J. D. lives 
in Indiana with his wife, Daria 

Troyan Varner ’57. They have 
three other children, Doug, 
Jocelyn, and Jennifer, as well 
as 12 grandchildren and seven 
great-grandchildren. J. D. was 
president of the ISTC Student 
Council in 1956 and said he is 
the only IUP graduate to have 
served as mayor of Indiana.

1960s
Martha Perry Johnson ’61, 
who writes under the name 
Marta Perry, recently celebrated 
the publication of her 55th 
novel (in just 24 years) with 
the release of Where Secrets 
Sleep from HQN Books. The 
book is the first in a three-part 
suspense series set in Lancaster 
County. Martha expects book 
two, The Rescued, to be out 
in June. Her books have also 
been published by Penguin 
Berkley, Love Inspired, Zebra, 
and Harper. Martha lives in 
Bloomsburg with her husband, 
Brian Johnson ’59, M’63, a 
retired professor of geography 
and planning at Bloomsburg 
University. Learn more at 
www.martaperry.com.

Entrepreneur and 
philanthropist Bob Cook ’64 
has released the third book in 
his national security thriller 
series detailing the adventures 
of Alejandro “Cooch” Cuchulain. 
In Pulse, published by Royal 
Wulff, Iran has developed a 
nuclear weapon and plans to 
use it against Israel, but the 
United States decides on a 
preemptive attack. Meantime, 
Cooch and his team are sent 
to Iran to head off the strife. A 
Vietnam veteran who spent 
30 years in the computer 
software business, Bob is 
now a vintner at Dancing 
Hares Vineyard in St. Helena, 
California. Benefactor of the 
Cook Honors College at IUP, 
the Altoona native received 
the Distinguished Alumni 
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Award in 1989 and an honorary 
doctorate in 2000. Learn more at 
www.robertcooknovels.com.

Several IUP alumni attended 
a service for the late Frank 
Yusi ’65, a Navy captain and 
decorated Vietnam veteran. 
Frank died June 5 and was 
buried in November in 
Arlington National Cemetery. 
A photo taken after the service 
appears on the Alumni Extra 
website. It features Frank’s wife, 
Connie, with Joe Saffron ’63, 
Andrea Fleischer Peters ’64, 
Joe Bellissimo ’65, M’70, Ron 
Peters ’65, Rod Ruddock ’65, 
M’75, Al Vaccaro ’65, M’66, 
Ellen Sylves Ruddock ’66, 
and Barry Lippencott ’67.

April Benasutti Santicola 
’65 and Francis “Butch” 
Santicola ’66 recently 

celebrated their 50th wedding 
anniversary. April was a 
member of Alpha Sigma Alpha, 
and Butch belonged to Sigma 
Tau Gamma. Butch retired after 
43 years with the Pennsylvania 
State Education Association. 
Before joining PSEA, he taught 
in the Aliquippa School District. 
April works as an exercise 
physiologist at a local fitness 
center. They have two children 
and four grandchildren.

Tampa resident Donna 
Ramage Cummins ’68 
published two books last year 
in her Blacklick Valley Mystery 
Series. The first, Rain of Terror, is 
a mystery/thriller emphasizing 
the vulnerability of children 
in today’s society. The second, 
A Reason to Kill, is a mystery/
romantic suspense that 
brings attention to domestic 

violence and the victimization 
of women. Originally from 
Dilltown, Donna chose Indiana 
and Cambria counties as the 
setting for her books. She notes 
that the town of Waverly in 
A Reason to Kill is based on 
Indiana and Waverly College 
on IUP. A former teacher, she 
is now writing full-time. Learn 
more at www.facebook.com/
rainofterror.dcummins.

1970s
Kathy Burger Kitner ’71 
retired after 41 years as an art 
teacher in the Peters Township 
School District in McMurray.

Former executive director 
of the Monongalia County 
Health Department in 
Morgantown, West Virginia, 

Have you noticed this icon at the end of a class note? It means that more information and often photos 
are available on the IUP Magazine website under Alumni Extra, www.iup.edu/magazine/alumniextra.

Jim Strosnider ’71 retired 
after 22 years of service. He 
and his wife, Aurelia, have two 
children, Amy and Mark, and 
a granddaughter, Sofie Grace, 
all living in Waynesburg. In 
his retirement, Jim plans to 
remain active in his church and 
community and to reconnect 
with his IUP fraternity brothers 
and classmates.

A national park ranger who 
worked across the country, 
John Manka ’72 retired to be 
near his grandchildren in South 
Carolina. He is now a speaker 
on cruises to the Caribbean, 
Alaska, Hawaii, and South 
America.

After 19 years as director 
of financial aid at Cayuga 
Community College in Auburn, 
New York, Judith Grimm 

After rising through 
the ranks at McKesson 
Corporation, a leading 
health care services 
company, Lesley Brown 
’83, M’84 now leads 
the Product Support 
and Documentation/
Training Development 
teams for her business 
unit, McKesson Health 
Solutions. Lesley received 
the Philadelphia Diversity 
Council’s Most Powerful 
and Influential Women 
Award in 2013 and the 
Brandon Hall Excellence 
in Learning bronze award 
in 2011 for Best Learning 
Team. This fall, she will 
speak for a second time 
at the Philadelphia 
Diversity & Leadership 
Conference. Lesley said 
her communications 
media degrees were a 
springboard to e-learning 
and web design, which 
guided her career path 
at McKesson. “During 
an internship as a 
course developer for 
Arthur Andersen in 
St. Charles, Illinois, I 
absolutely fell in love 
with instructional design 
and course development,” 
she said. Lesley and 
former husband Jeff 
Brown M’84 have 
three children, Rayna, 
Aaron, and Lauren, a 
senior at IUP majoring in 
communications media. 

Miladin ’72, M’74 retired 
and now spends her time 
traveling, enjoying the Finger 
Lakes, and being with her 
two grandchildren. Judi was 
president of the New York State 
Financial Aid Administrators 
Association and recently 
received the organization’s 
special lifetime achievement 
award.

Stephen Abel ’73 is retiring 
this spring as director of Veteran 
and Military Programs and 
Services at Rutgers University. 
He retired from the Army in 
2000 at the rank of colonel 
and as the New Jersey deputy 
commissioner for Veterans 
Affairs in 2010.

Executive officer of the Indiana-
Armstrong Builders Association, 
Richard Clawson ’74 was 
recently reelected as treasurer 
of the Pennsylvania Builders 
Association, a nonprofit 
organization representing the 
home-building industry.

The Percussive Arts Society 
Board of Directors recently 
welcomed Jim Catalano ’75 
and Brian West M’94. Jim 
is the percussion business 
manager for Ludwig-Musser 
Drums and Percussion in 
Elkhart, Indiana. Brian is a 
professor of percussion and 
coordinator of Percussion 
Studies in the School of Music 
at Texas Christian University 
in Fort Worth. A photo of Jim, 
Brian, and Gary Olmstead, 
IUP professor emeritus of 
percussion, from last year’s 
Percussive Arts Society 
international convention 
appears in Alumni Extra.

Mike Skerkavich ’76 recently 
retired as an adult probation 
officer. He worked for Jefferson 
County for 28 years, completing 
the last 10 after a total hip 
replacement. Mike will 
continue to live in Brookville 
with his wife, Shelby, a teacher 
in the Brookville Area School 
District.

An attorney with Taft Stettinius 
& Hollister, LLP, Kim Burke 
’77 was included in Cincy 
magazine’s list of the 2015 
Leading Lawyers.

In her new book, Globesity: 10 
Things You Didn’t Know Were 
Making You Fat, registered 
dietitian and health writer 
Clare Aigner Fleishman 
’77 addresses the obesity 
epidemic and explores possible 
contributors that may be 
surprising. They include air 
conditioning, drugs, and 
pollution. Learn more at www.
globesitythebook.com.

Duquesne University has 
named Madelyn Reilly ’77 
vice president for legal affairs 
and general counsel, effective 
in July. A Duquesne School 
of Law alumna, Madelyn 
served as associate general 
counsel and executive director 
of compliance. Before joining 
Duquesne, she worked in 
the law department of PPG 
Industries for more than 15 
years.

Board president of the 
Allegheny Intermediate 
Unit, Shauna Casamassa 
D’Alessandro ’78 received the 
Pennsylvania School Boards 
Association’s Timothy Allwein 
Advocacy Award. Shauna has 
served on the West Jefferson 
Hills school board since 2003 
and the intermediate unit board 
since 2007. She has also held 
many positions with the PSBA. 
A certified public accountant, 
Shauna has been self-employed 
since 1983.

Florida-based law firm 
Greenberg Traurig has hired 
Richard Fidei ’78 as a 
shareholder and member of 
the Insurance Regulatory and 
Transactions Practice Group. 
Richard previously worked 
for Colodny, Fass, Talenfeld, 
Karlinsky, Abate & Webb in Fort 
Lauderdale. He is a graduate of 
Duquesne University School 
of Law.

Attorney Beverly Black 
’79 returned to IUP in 
November to present “The 
Law and Immigration of 
Central American Children 
to the United States.” Shortly 
after her IUP graduation, 
Beverly traveled throughout 
Latin America and the Pacific 
Northwest and returned home 
fluent in Spanish. A year 
after earning her juris doctor 
degree from Temple University 
School of Law, she opened 
an immigration law firm in 
northeast Philadelphia. She 
has since opened additional 
offices in Montgomery County 
and the Lehigh Valley. Beverly 
also provides legal support to 
immigrant populations through 
“La Migra y Tu,” a column for 
the Impacto Latin newspaper.

A group of friends who lived on 
the second floor of Elkin Hall 
in 1975 reunited last October at 
Landry’s in Myrtle Beach, South 
Carolina. See a photo of 1979 
graduates Terri Gockel Fisher, 
Bonnie Prencipe McMahon, 
Sandy Genova Rossi, 
Barbara Neckrich Rozier, 
Cheryl Hubing Shannahan, 
Marijo Pesavento Vaughn, 
and Kathy Tobin Yeske on the 
Alumni Extra website.

In November, Jay Costa ’79 
was elected to his third two-
year term as Democratic leader 
of the Pennsylvania Senate. 
Since 1996 he has represented 
the state’s 43rd District, which 
includes parts of Pittsburgh, 
the Mon Valley, and eastern 
Allegheny County.

1980s
Indiana-based S&T Bank has 
named George Basara ’80 
general counsel and executive 
vice president for human 
resources. George, who earned 
his law degree from Hofstra 
University, previously worked 
for Pittsburgh-based law firm 
Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney, 
PC.

Brigadier General 
(retired) William 
Boardley ’72 
became one of just 
56 members of the 
Pennsylvania Air 
National Guard 
Hall of Fame. His 
34-year military 
career included 
six years in the 
US Air Force and 
28 with the 171st Air Refueling Wing of 
the Pennsylvania Air National Guard in 
Coraopolis. Since joining the 171st in 1978, 
Bill worked his way up from operations 
and plans officer to chief navigator, 
squadron operations officer, and 
eventually wing commander. Under his 
leadership, the 171st was recognized as 
one of the elite units in the Air National 
Guard and Air Force, receiving the Air 
Force Outstanding Unit Award twice and 
numerous other honors. A recipient of the 
Bronze Star, Bill participated in several 
deployments and operations, including 
the Gulf War, Operation Allied Force, 
and Operation Iraqi Freedom. Retired 
from the 171st since 2006, Bill lives in 
Hopewell Township, Washington County, 
with his wife, Carol.

At the Pennsylvania Air National Guard Hall of Fame induction ceremony, 
from left: Command Chief Victor Guerra, Brigadier General Anthony Carrelli, 
Brigadier General (retired) William Boardley, Major General Wesley Craig, and 
Command Sergeant Major Michael Gundrum. 
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are available on the IUP Magazine website under Alumni Extra, www.iup.edu/magazine/alumniextra.

Mark Routch ’80 and Nancy 
Reinhart Routch ’81, of 
Boiling Springs, welcomed a 
new grandson, Timothy Jordan 
Routch, in April. Timothy is the 
son of Jordan Routch ’06 and 
his wife, Carrie, of Pittsburgh. 
Jordan is a forensic accountant 
with Gleason and Associates in 
Pittsburgh.

In December, Dennis Gilfoyle 
’81, president and CEO of 
Junior Achievement of Western 
Pennsylvania, marked 30 
years with the organization, 
which is devoted to helping 
young people prepare for 
future success. A native of 
Conneaut Lake, Dennis started 
with Junior Achievement as 
a program manager in Kansas 
City. He then transferred to 
Pittsburgh and took on many 
positions in the organization 
before becoming president and 
CEO in 2007. Dennis met his 
wife, Cindy, former president of 
Junior Achievement in Muncie, 
Indiana, at a national Junior 
Achievement conference. They 

ARRIVAlS
1990s 
To David Raymond ’99 and 
Chrystie Raymond, a son, 
Grant Oliver, December 2, 
2014.

2000s 
To Amber Poplawski 
Elway ’00 and Daniel Elway, 
a daughter, Sydney Raya, 
October 3, 2014. To Jessica 
Kirchner Wierzchowski 
’00, M’03 and T. J. 
Wierzchowski, a daughter, 
Harper Katherine, October 
12, 2014. To Jordan Routch 
’06 and Carrie Routch, a son, 
Timothy Jordan, April 26, 

2014. To Kay Thomas M’06, 
a son, Kayden Harris, April 26, 
2014. To Jaime Bender Senge 
’07, M’08 and Donald Senge, a 
daughter, Julianne Catherine, 
December 26, 2014. To Nicola 
Parr McCabe M’09 and Jason 
McCabe, a daughter, Catherine 
Rose, July 11, 2014.

now have five children and 
three grandchildren.  

After 37 years in higher 
education administration, Tom 
Staszewski M’81 has retired. 
He held positions at the vice 
president, academic dean, and 

program director levels. Tom is 
the author of Total Teaching: 
Your Passion Makes It Happen, 
published by Rowman and 
Littlefield in 2007. He lives in 
Erie.

At a small, independent school 
on the Hawaiian island of 
Kaua’i, Philip Steinbacher 
’81 has built a thriving choral 
program, with nearly one-third 
of all students participating. 
The program was featured 
in the April 2014 edition of 
Teaching Music, the journal 
of the National Association 
for Music Education. Philip 
said he teaches students that 
music is for everyone. “So 
many students, when they 
first encounter choral singing, 
complain that they cannot 
sing,” he said in the story. “I try 
to help them understand that 
singing is a skill, a physical 
activity, and therefore, can be 
learned.”

A judge since 2008, Anthony 
Bisaha ’82 was recently 
appointed chief family court 
judge in West Virginia’s 
12th Circuit. Also an adjunct 
professor at Concord University 
in Athens, he is writing a book 
on family law.

Queens University of Charlotte, 
North Carolina, named 
Tama Werfel Morris ’82 
dean of the Blair College of 
Health and director of the 
Presbyterian School of Nursing. 
Her husband, Jeff Morris 
’83, joined Electrolux Major 
Appliances, North America, 
as director of Electrolux 
Manufacturing Systems. They 
live in Charlotte.

FTS International promoted 
Karen Troutman Testa ’82 
to vice president for strategic 
communications. Based in Fort 
Worth, FTS is a leading provider 
of well completion services for 
oil and gas companies. Karen 
lives with her husband, Joe, in 
Keller, Texas.

Marjorie Kline ’83 has run 
a speech coaching practice in 
Washington, DC, for 20 years 
and continues to work with 
political and business leaders 
to polish their public speaking 
and communication skills. She 
also teaches ethics and political 
strategy courses at George 

Washington University’s 
Graduate School of Political 
Management. Marjorie recently 
married Paul Wilson, owner 
of political advertising firm 
Wilson-Grand, in a ceremony in 
Manhattan.

Librarian at Clearview Regional 
High School, Arlen Frome 
Kimmelman ’84 served as 
president of the New Jersey 
Association of School Librarians 
for 2014-15.

Associate archivist at Catholic 
University of America in 
Washington, DC, William 
Shepherd ’84, M’86 published 
four articles and eight book 
reviews last year. A native of 
Cherry Tree, Indiana County, 
he lives in Crofton, Maryland, 
with his wife, Marie Sestile 
’87. More about Shep’s 2014 
publications can be found on 
the Alumni Extra website.

Vice president and general 
manager for Thermo Fisher 
Scientific in Pittsburgh, Mark 
Zacur ’85 has joined the board 

of directors of St. Clair Hospital 
in Mount Lebanon.

Pittsburgh native Paul 
Donohue ’86 had a collection 
of short stories published by 
Animal Media Group under the 
title Half Dead Road Kill. After 
graduating from IUP, Paul 
went to graduate school at San 
Francisco State and continues 
to live there. His works of fiction 
have also been published in 
the Chicago Quarterly Review, 
Terminus, Berkeley Fiction 
Review, and other venues. Half 
Dead Road Kill is available 
through the publisher at www.
animalmediagroup.com and 
major retailers.

For nearly 25 years, Tim 
Surkovich ’88 has suffered 
the effects of multiple 
sclerosis. A former technology 
teacher in the Hollidaysburg 
Area School District, Tim 
experienced numbness in 
limbs and extremities, loss of 
vision, and difficulty walking. 
When the symptoms became 
severe enough that he had to 
retire, Tim coped by putting 
his struggles into words. “I 
began journaling my life 
experiences, as kind of a 
therapeutic thing,” he said. 

What Tim created were 
lyrics. His wife, Lisa 
Westrick Surkovich ’83, encouraged 
him to share them with his best 
friend, musician Randy Sciarrillo. By 
coincidence, Randy was part of a progressive rock band that 
was just forming and in need of direction. Inspired by Tim’s 
story, the band, known as Progmium, put his lyrics to music. 
The result is the CD Project Diagnosis, released last year. 
Seventy-five percent of the proceeds benefit multiple sclerosis 
research.

Even post-CD, Tim’s work to beat MS continues. He is in the 
process of forming the Project Diagnosis Foundation and is 
training for his second Bike MS, a two-day, 150-mile ride. Tim 
said the support of his family has been key. In addition to 
wife Lisa, his sons join in the effort: Kyle created artwork for 
the CD (pictured) and other projects, Todd has ridden in Bike 
MS since age nine, and C. J. helps with marketing. See www.
theprojectdiagnosis.com.

When Facebook CEO and cofounder Mark Zuckerberg was 
seeking his personal challenge for 2015, he turned to his 
social media community for suggestions. Cynthia Greco 
’86, of Hanover, an audience development manager for York 
Newspaper Company, wrote the following response: “Read a 
new book every month. BUT, someone else gets to choose the 
book.” Zuckerberg quickly commented that he liked the idea. 
Three days later, he announced that his challenge would be 
to read a new book every other week. He thanked the 50,000 
people who shared ideas and said that Cindi’s suggestion 
received 1,900 likes. “Anytime something I say or do provokes 
reading, all is right with the world,” Cindi said.

Rosemary Hanrahan 
Edwards ’80 recently 
published her first novel, When 
Dreams Touch, inspired by 
her experiences living and 
volunteering as a physician 
in Haiti over the last 12 
years. Rosemary is executive 
director of the University of 
Fondwa, USA, a nonprofit 
organization that supports 
the work of the university in 
Haiti, and an independent 
consultant for anatomic 
and clinical pathology 
practices. Learn more at www.
rosemaryhanrahanedwards.
com.

Retired English instructor Celia 
Miles D’80 has a new novel, 
The Body at Wrapp’s Mill: A 
Grist Mill Mystery. The book, 
her first in the mystery genre, is 
set in a remote North Carolina 
grist mill and follows new mill 
consultant Marcy Dehanne as 
she discovers a corpse behind 
the water wheel and attempts 
to find the murderer. Learn 
more at www.celiamiles.com.

The Baltimore Sun recently named Cathy Schmidt ’85 one of its “50 Women to Watch.” Cathy 
is founder and executive director of Chesapeake Therapeutic Riding, an organization in Harford 
County, Maryland, that uses horses to facilitate physical and mental therapy for people with special 
needs. Cathy also involves her horses in services that include visits to nursing homes, hippotherapy 
(physical therapy on horseback), and equine-assisted psychotherapy. Chesapeake Therapeutic 
Riding is currently constructing a new facility on a 40-acre site near Havre de Grace.

An attorney with Cavitch, 
Familo & Durkin in Cleveland, 
Timothy Warner ’86 was 
recently named chairman of 
the firm’s Litigation Group. 

Retired from a career in local 
government, Scott Smith ’87 
has joined the Iowa League 
of Cities as a loss control 
representative for a statewide 
workers’ compensation 
coverage pool for cities and 
counties.

Thad Meckley ’87 and Holly 
Young were married in 
October in Ways Garden, at 
the heart of Millionaires’ Row 
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Historic District in Thad’s 
hometown of Williamsport. 
A gala reception followed 
across the street at Park Place, 
formerly the Herdic Hotel, 
a Victorian era Italianate 
railroad hotel featured in 
Thad’s first book, Williamsport’s 
Millionaires’ Row (2005). Thad 
wrote that, as former president 
of Preservation Williamsport, 
he helped save Park Place from 
demolition and, in doing so, 
set up what became a national 
historic preservation landmark 
case. Also at the wedding 
was Thad’s sister, Dannene 
Meckley Perry, who attended 
IUP in the 1980s and, according 
to Thad, played a pivotal role in 
starting IUP’s Theta Phi Alpha 
sorority.

Vice president of insurance 
programs at Dollar Bank in 
Pittsburgh, James Stuncard 
’89 was elected to serve on the 
American Bankers Insurance 
Association board for 2014-15. 
A subsidiary of the American 
Bankers Association, the ABIA 
supports bank insurance 
interests.

1990s
Last May, Jennifer Atkinson 
Mesick ’91 became assistant 
director at Huntington 
Learning Center in Greensburg. 
She holds two master’s 
degrees—from Duquesne 
University in reading and 

Have you noticed this icon at the end of a class note? It means that more information and often photos 
are available on the IUP Magazine website under Alumni Extra, www.iup.edu/magazine/alumniextra.

1960s
Mary Koval-Lyons ’68 
to Frank Montagnino, 
December 26, 2014.

1980s
Marjorie Kline ’83 to Paul 
Wilson, December 6, 2014. 
Thad Meckley ’87 to Holly 
Young, October 4, 2014. 

1990s
Wade Haubert ’96 to 
Hannah Vogels, October 11, 
2014.

WEDDINGS
2000s
Alicia Martin ’02 to John 
Stitchick, June 28, 2014. 
Christopher Korinko 
CA’06, ’10 to Jonnie 
Hughes ’12, September 
27, 2014. Mark Goga ’09 to 
Meaghan Wert ’09, October 
11, 2014.

2010s
Allegra Franklin ’11 to 
Richard Juday ’11, August 
16, 2014. Kirsten Messner 
’13 to Josh Stratton ’13, 
June 15, 2014. 

language arts and from Kaplan 
University in college teaching 
and learning. Jennifer and her 
husband, Brian, celebrated 20 
years of marriage in September. 
They have two teenage 
children, Brianna and Steven.

The foursome of Mike Knapp 
’93, Tom Santangelo ’93, 
Kevin Boland ’94, and Brent 
Yohn ’94 played in the 13th 
annual golf outing honoring 
their late Theta Chi fraternity 
brother Bill Sugra ’93. Bill 
died in the September 11, 2001, 

attacks on the World Trade 
Center. The golf outing, held in 
August in Bethlehem, raised 
$65,000 for Lehigh Valley 
community organizations, 
bringing the event’s 13-year 
total to $460,000. Learn more at 
www.billsugramemorialfund.
org.

In August, Jill Ashbaugh 
Earman M’94 became the 
coordinator of instructional 
technology for Forsyth County 
Schools in Georgia.

After 17 years with the Student 
Cooperative Association at 
IUP, Lou Garzarelli ’95, M’04 
was named executive director 
and CEO in December. Lou 
previously served as director 
of operations and director of 
campus recreation. The Student 
Co-op offers various programs 
and facilities, including the 
Hadley complex and the Co-op 
Park, to enrich student life.

Since the year of her IUP 
graduation, Dawn Hoffman 
’95 has been teaching art in first 
grade through eighth grade in 
the Millersburg Area School 
District. In May, Dawn earned 
an MA in art education from 
Messiah College in Grantham.

The town of Bluffton, South 
Carolina, has named Kim 
Washok Jones M’95 director 
of engineering and public 
works. Kim has worked for the 
town since 2007, most recently 
as director of the stormwater 
management division. In 
the Lowcountry, Kim has 
held various environmental 
positions, including leading 
sea turtle protection projects 
as vice president of the Coastal 
Discovery Museum on Hilton 
Head Island.

After their wedding last 
October, Wade Haubert ’96 
and his wife, Hannah, spent 
two weeks in Tahiti for their 
honeymoon. They live in the 
Lehigh Valley.

Pittsburgh Business Times 
recently presented Darrin 
Mikula M’96 with CFO of the 
Year honors. Chief financial 
officer for Indiana’s Community 
Guidance Center, Darrin is 
credited with improving the 
center’s financial standing 
by introducing new revenue 
sources, such as telepsychiatry, 
and making other operational 
changes.

In its annual “Foremost under 
40,” Pennsylvania Business 
Central recognized a number of 

During his days in Cogswell Hall, Tom Rarick ’96 (far left in photo) 
may not have envisioned a Super Bowl performance in his future. 
But as Idina Menzel took the stage to sing the national anthem at 
Super Bowl XLIX in Glendale, Arizona, Tom was right there with her. 
The Air Force Band was asked to provide two percussionists to join 
the Joint Armed Forces Color Guard for the national anthem, and as 
Tom said, he was “lucky enough to be one of the two selected.” The 
drummers escorted the color guard onto the field and provided a short 
cadence as the American flag took shape across the field. “To have the 
opportunity to honor our country and represent the Air Force at such 
an event was surely one of my career highlights,” Tom said. A member 
of the Air Force Band for more than 17 years, Tom is a master sergeant 
stationed at Bolling Air Force Base in Washington, DC. He is also a 
percussion arranger/composer for the Bluecoats Drum & Bugle Corps, 
a competitive junior corps based in Canton, Ohio. At IUP, Tom studied 
under Gary Olmstead, Jack Stamp ’76, and Ron Horner ’78. “IUP 
provided me a well-rounded musical background, contacts within 
the music industry, and lifelong friends and colleagues that I still 
collaborate with today,” he said. Tom lives in Laurel, Maryland, with 
his wife, Tricia.

young professionals expected 
to shape the region’s future. The 
list included three IUP alumni: 
Anngela Curry Chapman 
’97, vice president of operations 
for Environmental Service 
Laboratories; Luke Shively 
’99, relocation consultant for 
McNaughton Moving and 
Storage; and Kristina Taylor-
Porter ’06, M’08, executive 
director of the Children’s 
Advocacy Center of Centre 
County.

Barbara Inman Beall D’98, 
of Colorado, recently published 
her third family history book, 
Chasing the Wild Bunch: One 
Woman’s Journey. Published 
by Aventine Press, the book 
explores the ancestry of her 
great-great-great-grandmother, 
Mary Margaret Dean-Inghram 
Stillians, who lived from 1795 to 
1864. Barbara’s research for the 
book spanned 20 years and led 
her to Maryland, Pennsylvania, 
Kentucky, Illinois, and Iowa. 
Her earlier works are family 
histories of actor James Dean 
and of outlaw Jesse James and 
her great-grandfather Levi 
Clay. James encountered Clay 
during an 1873 train robbery 
in Iowa. Learn more at www.
booksbybeall.com.

2000s
A Vital and Connected 
Rochester, a 16-by-33-foot 
mural by artist Bernie Wilke 
M’00, M’01, was dedicated in 
October in Rochester, northwest 
of Pittsburgh. More than 100 
residents of the town, including 
many children, lent their 
painting talents to the project. 
Bernie has created roughly 70 
murals, including 25 in Indiana 
and 25 in Philadelphia. He lives 
in the Pittsburgh neighborhood 
of East Liberty.

Rullo Custom Cycles, headed 
by Steven Rullo ’01, 
celebrated its 11th anniversary 
in September. The company, 
located in Collingdale, 
recently redesigned its online 

Now serving a seventh term in the Pennsylvania House of 
Representatives, Dave Reed ’00 was elected to the second 
highest position in the House—majority leader—for the 
current two-year session. A native of Homer City, Dave 
represents the 62nd Legislative District, encompassing most of 
Indiana County. At the time he took office in 2003, Dave, then 
25, was the youngest member of the House. A graduate of the 
Cook Honors College at IUP, Dave lives in Indiana with his 
wife, Heather Reed M’13, and their three children.

Dave and Heather Reed with their children, from left, Gracie, 
Ellie, and Joshua, on swearing-in day for House members, 
January 6, in Harrisburg

motorcycle parts store, complete 
with how-to information and 
product comparisons. See www.
rullocustomcycles.com.

Alicia Martin ’02 and John 
Stitchick were married in a 
lakeside ceremony in June at 
Penn Scenic View in Rockwood. 
Alicia’s mother, Holly 
Patterson ’72, walked her 
down the aisle.

According to officials at Open 
Systems Healthcare—an 
agency providing in-home 

care in Pennsylvania, New 
Jersey, and Delaware—a 
number of IUP alumni have 
made essential contributions 
to the company’s success. 
In the Pittsburgh area, they 
include Jeff Guthridge ’07, 
Mike Leedecke ’08, Richard 
Thomson ’11, and Mike 
Carnicella ’08, M’11, and 
in the Philadelphia area, 
Stephanie Falcone ’09 and 
Wendi Dawson ’09.

Danielle Wylie ’07 recently 
received her PhD in philosophy 
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DEATHS
1932: Mary Raphael Speer
1935: Pearl Zorena Mudre
1937: Violet Connor Ames
1940: Emma Pfahler McIntosh
1941: Mary Shaffer Litzinger, 
Elois Brickell Philippi
1942: Gwendolyn Cramer 
Griffith, Clara Jaylock Lanczak, 
Elmer Nicklas, Ethel Glessner 
Stahl
1944: Dama McIntyre Gladd, 
Janet Wilson Scott, Mildred 
Graham Smith
1945: Ethel Henry Badiali
1946: Betty Hess Barbi, Ruthe 
Hornick Ward
1948: Richard Miller, Thelma 
Love Mulick
1949: Virginia Pelar Stevens
1951: Helen Johnson Elener, 
Theodore Matley
1952: Kenneth Nordby
1953: Mary Newman Beard, 
James Peach
1954: Donnella Phillippi 
Sutton
1955: Jane Ahlquist Kirsch, 
Mary Gunsallus Lucas
1957: Carmine Botti, Jewell 
Faith Fritz, Arlene Pfeiffer 
Hood, Colleen Kelly Selak
1958: Earl Maze Jr., Theodore 
Sasala, Nancy Shaffer Smith

1959: James Boytim, William 
Galbraith, George Goldinger, 
Marlene Inman Scavo, Paul 
Zurovchak
1960: Gerald Brown, Michael 
Karkowsky
1961: Donald George, Carol 
Howarth Wilson
1962: Andrew Gosline, Mario 
Venturini
1963: Robert Dahl, Joseph 
Hickey, Donald Weidenweber
1964: Joseph Bell Jr., Elvira 
Salva Campisano, Douglas 
Rowles
1965: David Crytzer (M)
1966: Daniel Bilko, Donald 
Funk, Myra Feduska Gerlach, 
Robert Knight, Alice Maurer, 
Robert Price
1967: Phyllis Guest, Judith 
Canon McClelland
1968: Penny Sill Borrelli
1969: Sandra Gearhart Graham
1971: Ellen Pella, Tom Wildfire
1972: Janice Woods Bourbeau, 
Larue Stewart
1973: Carolyn Ambrose 
Rettig, Judy Stahlman, Samuel 
Thompson
1974: Frances Bucciarelli (M), 
Ronald Jevicky, Robert Martin, 
Ronald Orenak

1975: Beth Dailey Beale, Louise 
Dellafiora, Paul Lang Jr. (M)*, 
Robert Morgan
1976: Helen Cooke Cunningham 
(M)*, Robert Davis
1977: Michelle Pawlak Tilko, 
Noel Simeone Zugay
1978: Rebecca Hunt
1980: Margaret Scott Butler 
(D), William Dutch (D), Janice 
LaBanz
1982: John Suekinos
1983: Kristy Murdock Kramer
1984: Judy Pepoy
1985: Renee Forne Slick
1986: Susan Spino DePalma, 
Christina Skarvelis Simpson
1988: Russell Reefer (M)
1990: Steven Calvert
1991: Janice Mazzotta 
Livingston*
1993: Susan Brown, Louise Flick 
(M)
1994: Christopher Reichle
1996: Richard McQuown
2002: Ellen Przybylski
2005: Corinne Cunningham

*current or former faculty member, 
staff member, or administrator

Note: In cases in which more than one 
IUP degree was earned, the year of only 
the first degree is indicated. Deaths of 

faculty members are reported in the 
Mentors section of this issue. 

Other Deaths
Pamela Dodds, who worked 
for the Student Cooperative 
Association for 23 years before 
retiring in 2008, died December 
30, 2014.

Nicholas Landman, a 
sophomore majoring in sport 
administration, died November 
24, 2014.

Charles Showman, who 
worked for the campus 
police for 18 years before his 
retirement in 2000, died October 
13, 2014.

Marie Strozak, who retired 
as a secretary in the library in 
1982 after 12 years at IUP, died 
October 20, 2014.

James Turnbull, who retired 
as a plumber in 2001 after more 
than 15 years at IUP, died 
December 10, 2014.

Have you noticed this icon at the end of a class note? It means that more information and often photos 
are available on the IUP Magazine website under Alumni Extra, www.iup.edu/magazine/alumniextra.

from the University of 
Wisconsin—Madison and 
accepted a tenure-track position 
at Mississippi State University. 
She participated in the McNair 
Scholars program at IUP.

Attorney Joshua Brown ’09 
recently joined the Pittsburgh 
office of Leech Tishman as an 
associate in the Energy Practice 
Group, focusing on oil and 
gas title examination. Joshua 
previously worked in Dickie, 
McCamey & Chilcote’s Oil and 
Gas Practice Group. He also has 
experience as in-house counsel 
at an energy development firm. 

During sunset at Lewes Beach, 
Delaware, in July, Zach Clark 
M’09 and Lauralee Neale 
’09 became engaged. They 
are planning an October 2015 
wedding.

Liam Philip McCabe welcomed 
a sister, Catherine Rose, in July. 
They are the children of Nicola 
Parr McCabe M’09 and Jason 
McCabe. 

2010s
A legal analyst with Rice 
Energy, Inc., Maxwell Baker 
’11, of Pittsburgh, became a 
member of the Pennsylvania 
Bar Association in October after 
passing the bar exam.

An October graduate of the 
Prince George’s County, 
Maryland, Police Department 
training academy, Nathaniel 
Bauer ’11, M’12, received the 
Rodney G. Chaney Memorial 
Award for Outstanding Student 
Officer. He is the son of Mark 
Bauer and Susan Bauer ’09, of 
Homer City.

A demi pastry chef at Bistro, 
on the Biltmore Estate in 
Asheville, North Carolina, 
Krista Gaston CA’11 returned 
to the IUP Academy of Culinary 
Arts in October to give a cake-
decorating demonstration. Over 
an eight-hour period, students 

watched as Krista assembled 
and decorated a fall-themed, 
multitiered wedding cake.

Rachel Enghauser ’12 
recently earned her master’s 
in social work from George 
Mason University in Fairfax, 
Virginia. She is program 
director for the Brandon House 
Crisis Stabilization Program in 
Manassas.

Jaclyn Burkett Plummer 
M’13 is a narcotic treatment 
program counselor for Pyramid 
Healthcare.

When Kirsten Messner 
’13 and Josh Stratton ’13 
were married last June 
in Sandbridge, Virginia, a 
number of IUP alumni were 
in attendance. They included 
Jeanie Dillen Geist ’72, 
M’74, Clayton Angle ’75, 

Barbara Dillen Angle ’76, 
Susan Dillen Stratton ’79, 
Daniel Dillen ’82, Karen 
Arosell Dillen ’83, Elizabeth 
Kreckel ’10, Wesley Lyons 
’11, M’12, Donna Messner 
D’11, Amanda Rogerson ’11, 
Renee Pullen ’13, and Kayla 
Tritle ’13. A group photo 
appears on the Alumni Extra 
website.

REUNIoNS
A Chi Alpha reunion is 
planned for July 25. Find more 
information at www.iup.edu/
alumni.

Phi Alpha Zeta/Tau Kappa 
Epsilon classes of 1948 to 
1968 will meet for a luncheon 
September 10 at noon at 
Benjamin’s Restaurant in 
Indiana. Sam St. Clair ’56 and 
Bill Snyder ’58 are making 

preparations for this event. 
For more information, contact 
alumni-relations@iup.edu.

The Pennsylvania State Association for Health, 
Physical Education, Recreation, and Dance selected 
Ashley Tait Weller ’08 for the 2014 Emerging Leader 
Award. She is also a 2010 recipient of the association’s 
K-12 Teacher of the Year Award. A former member of 
the IUP Dance Theater Company, Ashley is on the 
faculty of the Lehigh Valley Charter School for the Arts 
in Bethlehem.

Recording 
Military Service
IUP is proud of its 
veterans and would like 
to have a record of all 
alumni who have served 
in the military. Alumni 
are asked to report their 
service to the IUP Office 
of Alumni Relations 
by e-mail at alumni-
relations@iup.edu.

The Bacchae, a Greek tragedy, is one of many dance theater 
productions Ashley Tait Weller, above, has directed and 
choreographed at the Lehigh Valley Charter School for the 
Arts. 

Milestone 
Generosity

From Anonymous, $50,000 in support of the IUP football team.

From Anonymous, $29,000 in support of the Geoscience 
Department.

From the estate of Ida Arms, $123,533 to benefit the Ida Arms 
Mathematics Scholarship Endowment.  

From Tim Cejka ’73 and Debra Phillips Cejka ’73, $1.75 million 
in support of a new building for the College of Natural Sciences and 
Mathematics.

From Nancy McElroy de Brier ’62 and Donald de Brier, $25,000 
in support of the Sutton Scholarship, IUP’s premier merit-based 
scholarship awarded to freshmen and renewed based on high 
academic performance.

From Ed and Cecelia Mackey, $25,139 in support of the Mackey 
Business Scholarship Endowment.

From Terry Serafini ’61, $55,000 in support of the Sutton 
Scholarship.

From Fred Streams ’55, $25,000 to establish the Dr. Fred Streams ’55 
and Hazel Grant Streams ’55 Scholarship to benefit students in the 
College of Education and Educational Technology.

IUP has received the following support in the form of gifts 
of $25,000 or more made to the Foundation for IUP between 
October 1 and February 1. The university community thanks 
all who invest in IUP and its students.
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Through a gift of stock, Paul and Susan Miller have 
made a big investment in their part of Pennsylvania by 
establishing a scholarship fund at IUP.

“Young adults are the future of our country. Creating 
scholarships is a great way to invest in that future,” 
Paul said. “We wanted to enable students to expand 
their world through a college education. IUP did 
that for both Sue and me. We wanted to give that 
opportunity to others.”

Paul, originally from Shamokin, Pennsylvania, 
attended IUP on an ROTC scholarship. Following 
his military commitment, he enjoyed a 30-year 
career in the auto industry. The Millers’ posts 
included several US locations, Taiwan, Malaysia, 
and Australia.

Sue, originally from Sydney, Australia, spent her 
senior year at IUP as an international student, 
using a scholarship from the United Nations. 
She later worked in the staffing industry.

The Millers, who live in Germania, chose 
to fund a scholarship for students of 
Pennsylvania’s Northern Tier, which 
includes Potter, McKean, Tioga, Lycoming, 
Cameron, Clinton, and Elk counties. They 
believe funding a scholarship for students 
pursuing majors in science, math, and 
business will help these counties.

“We hope this scholarship will 
encourage the students to bring their 
knowledge and experience back to 
their hometowns,” they said.

You can invest in the 
future by assisting 
IUP students in many 
different ways. If you 
would like to discuss 
options concerning how 
you can help, contact 
Evan Bohnen, associate 
vice president for 
Development,  
at 855-477-5266.

IUP’s faculty is diverse not only in discipline but also in background. 
Its members come from around the world. They have lived in many 
types of communities and graduated from a variety of colleges 
and universities. As a result, they have an equally wide range of 
perspectives. Watch this page in every issue of IUP Magazine to see 
responses to a question posed to a selected group of faculty members. 
This first iteration of “Vantage Point” asked the following:

Calvin Masilela, Geography and Regional Planning

Tantalum’s effect on Africa’s 
communications deficiency 
The global demand for electronics products in 2000 triggered 
an urgency for tantalum, a robust capacitance metal found in 
abundance in Africa. Tantalum gained currency in the 1950s in 
the production of military radar and radio communications and 
later became indispensable in the manufacture of capacitors used 
in electronic gadgets, including mobile phones. Consequently, 
Africa’s geographic information space has been profoundly 
transformed. The mobile technology uptake is erasing the continent’s 
telecommunications infrastructure deficiency and redefining 
economic, social, and political spheres in urban and rural areas, 
providing banking, health information exchange, and educational 
content with predictable outcomes. 

Pankaj, Information Systems and Decision Sciences

Steve Jobs’s return to Apple in 1997
Anyone who keeps up with information technology knows that 
making a confident prediction is nearly impossible. Michael Dell, 
who was at the top of his game, said, “I’d shut [Apple] down and give 
the money back to the shareholders.” The demise of Apple was seen 
as all but imminent, but Steve Jobs and Apple gave birth to a new 
age of mobile computing that is part and parcel of our life today.

Willard Radell, Economics

GI Bill of Rights and the Marshall Plan
World War II was the first major war without subsequent severe 
economic depression. Instead of telling veterans, “Thanks for your 
service; hope you get a job,” we said, “Need credit and interest 
subsidies for a house, or grants for high school or college education? 
Uncle Sam’s got your back.” Instead of demanding reparations 
from the war’s losers, we said, “If you want stuff but lack money, 
Uncle Sam will pay American businesses employing Americans 

to make stuff to send you.” Tangibly compensating veterans while 
helping the war’s losers, maintaining purchasing power, keeping the 
economy humming—doing “nice” was a win-win-win, avoiding a 
depression.

Gary Stoudt, Mathematics

Napier’s logarithms, developed in 1614
Perhaps not underestimated but largely forgotten, the logarithms 
John Napier developed in 1614, during the Scientific Revolution, 
profoundly impacted science and hence society. In an era of quick, 
easy, and cheap computation, we often forget that calculations 
were tedious and laborious. Napier published his work as Mirifici 
logarithmorum canonis description (A Description of the 
Wonderful Table of Logarithms). Napier’s logarithms, expanded 
upon by mathematician Henry Briggs, made many calculations 
easier, allowing physicist Isaac Newton, for example, to provide 
numerical confirmation of his innovative theories. Astronomer 
and mathematician Pierre Simon Laplace (1749-1827) remarked 
that Napier “by shortening the labours doubled the life of the 
astronomer.” Wonderful, indeed.

Stephanie Taylor-Davis, Food and Nutrition

The Green Revolution
Developments in science, technology, the petroleum industry, 
and international collaboration from 1940 to the late 1960s led to 
dramatic improvements in agricultural efficiency called the Green 
Revolution. Along with factors such as public health initiatives, 
it allowed the human population to grow from around 2 billion 
people in 1950 to over 7 billion people in just 60 years. Yet, it also led 
to unintended health and environmental consequences that affect 
us now. To mitigate them, we are racing to create solid plans and 
policies for alternative energy and agriculture to maximize global 
capacity and sustainable practices in support of food security.  

VANTAGE PoINT

As it relates to your academic 
discipline, what specific 
historical event is the most 
underestimated in terms of its 
impact on society?
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The men’s basketball team played for the 
NCAA Division II championship in March in 
Evansville, Indiana. The 25th-ranked Crimson 
Hawks fell to top-ranked Florida Southern 
77-62. IUP’s Daddy Ugbede, pictured, attempted 
a shot amid Florida Southern defenders. This 
was IUP’s second trip to the championship 
game, following another stellar run in 2010. 
The Hawks finished the season 31-7 overall, 
racking up the second most wins in program 
history. The women’s team lost in the NCAA 
Atlantic Regional, bringing an end to one of 
its best seasons with a 25-3 overall record. Full 
coverage will appear in the Summer issue of 
IUP Magazine.

ONE WIN SHY
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