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Greg Kenning and Students Look 
to Reduce Food Waste with Microchip

Hotel on the Way near Kovalchick Complex
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On the Treetops
From the roof of Weyandt Hall, university 
photographer Keith Boyer captured this bird’s-eye 
view of the Oak Grove’s north side, bordered by 
Oakland Avenue on the right.
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One quality that differentiates IUP from its sister schools in 
Pennsylvania’s State System of Higher Education is that we alone 
grant the doctorate of philosophy, or PhD, in a number of disciplines. 
The PhD is a research-based doctoral degree, as opposed to one that is 
applied or professional. Because of this, IUP is classified by the Carnegie 
Foundation for the Advancement of Teaching as a Doctoral/Research 
institution. By general rule of thumb, Doctoral/Research institutions 
award at least 20 PhD degrees each year. In fact, IUP awarded more 
than 40 in May alone. 

You might wonder why that distinction is important for IUP and how 
it affects you. 

Teacher-scholars—the faculty members who actively conduct grant-
funded research, publish their findings, and strive to patent intellectual 
property—have a profound effect on the students they teach. Greg 
Kenning, featured elsewhere in this edition, is an example.

The American Association of Colleges & Universities has declared that 
in this century, all students—all, not graduate students alone—must 
master the arts of inquiry and innovation. It also recommends that all 
institutions increase the number of opportunities for students to work 
with faculty members and others on research. 

An AAC&U study reinforces what we already know: That student 
success and engagement, particularly on the undergraduate level, 
directly correlate to the amount of research faculty members do. And 
students who do research gain the soft skills, like critical thinking and 
teamwork, that employers demand. 

Naturally, a university that awards research doctoral degrees promotes 
more research activity.

To ensure we foster faculty scholarly activity, we have started, in 
partnership with the IUP Research Institute, a mentoring program that 
matches up more seasoned faculty members with those who want to 
reach higher in their sponsored research activities. 

We want our faculty members to be out there on the cutting edge of 
their fields, doing work that will make our world a better place. By 
supporting that and encouraging faculty members to involve their 
students, we know they’ll pass along to them knowledge, passion, and 
curiosity. 

The chain reaction goes like this: The better prepared today’s students 
are to meet and exceed the challenges the future will bring, the better 
off we all will be. 

Michael Driscoll
President

Research and the 
Doctoral Difference

MESSAGE FRoM THE
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Taking Five
A gray squirrel enjoyed a moment’s 
rest on an oak in the East Lawn.
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One Molecular Step

Letters Photos by Request

Mentors

Namedroppers
Reverberations

Smart Support

Ascent to the Summit

Physics professor Greg Kenning 
developed a technology, only 
atoms thick, that measures 
perishability of foods and other 
products.

A hotel under construction next 
to the Kovalchick Complex is 
expected to boost IUP’s already-
hefty economic impact on the 
region and state. 

An app Ryan Brannon 
developed with other students 
uses a game-like approach to 
target addiction in teens and 
young adults.

In spite of falling short in the 
national championship game, 
the men’s basketball team 
savored a mountaintop view few 
ever behold.
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CoVER: Physics professor Greg Kenning holds silicon strips with the electronic time-temperature 
indicator he developed adhered to them. Atomic in scale, the electronic TTI is designed to be 
attached to food containers, such as milk cartons, to monitor how the food ages, even as it 
experiences temperature changes. Photograph by Keith Boyer

ABoVE, lEFT: For coach Joe lombardi and his squad, the postseason lasted all the way to the 
national championship game in Evansville, Indiana.

ABoVE: This scene from Sutton Hall’s East Porch, looking toward McElhaney Hall, was typical for 
early summer. Indiana received more than nine inches of rain, about double the average, in 
June and was approaching five inches by mid-July.
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In follow-up to coverage of the Oak Grove and Thomas 
Sutton Hall in the Spring issue, additional photos of 
both appear on the IUP Magazine website.

IUP Magazine

IUP Magazine

IUP Magazine

iup-magazine@iup.edu
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FRONTDooR FACTS, FIGURES, SHoRT SUBJECTS, QUICK TAKES

Each spring, IUP invites students 
to present their original research, 
scholarly activities, and creative 
endeavors at the undergraduate 

and graduate scholars forums. Students 
share their work through posters, oral 
presentations, art exhibitions, musical 
performances, and a business case 
competition. In essence, the events give 
students a taste of showcasing their projects 
at a professional conference.

This past April marked the 10th year for the 
Undergraduate Scholars Forum and the fifth 
for the Graduate Scholars Forum. 

Figures provided by the School of Graduate 
Studies and Research give a snapshot of 
participation in the forums over the 
years. m

Scholarly Showcase

Participants by Year 
(Undergraduate)

 2015 .........................251
 2014 .........................275
 2013 .........................164
 2012 .........................195
 2011 .........................236
 2010 .........................182
 2009 .........................317
 2008 .........................185
 2007 .........................287
 2006 .........................123

Participants by Year 
(Graduate)

 2015 .........................104
 2014 .........................105
 2013 .........................119
 2012 ...........................80
 2011 ...........................67

Top Departments by Participants 
(Undergraduate)

Geography and 
 Regional Planning (27)
Sociology (25)
Biology (24)
Geoscience (20)
Psychology (17)
Professional Studies in Education (14)
Food and Nutrition (12)
Chemistry (11)
Economics (11)
Anthropology (10)

Top Departments by Participants 
(Graduate)

English (22)
Food and Nutrition (12)
Geography and 
 Regional Planning (11)
Biology (9)
Anthropology (4)
Criminology and Criminal Justice (4)

A Selection of Presentation Titles

• Hybrid Programming: The Wills   
 and Woes of Sitcoms in 2015
• Analysis of Salary Dispersion   
 among NBA Players
• An Overview of the Origins and   
 Development of the Steel Pan
• The Determinants of Happiness   
 within a Country
• A Sweet Spin on Shortcakes
• Abundance of the Blacklegged Tick
 and Infection Prevalence of 
 the Lyme Disease Bacterium in 
 Pittsburgh City Parks
• What Is in Your Vodka?
• Analyzing the Safety of a 
 Merry-Go-Round
• Support for Students with Autism 
 Transitioning to College 
• Laughing Together: The Individual 
 and Interpersonal Functions of 
 Inside Jokes
• Comparison of Weight Status and 
 Fitness Levels between Public and 
 Home-Schooled Children
• Look Out Below: Falling Objects in  
 High-Rise Construction

The following figures are for 2015:

Percentage of Participants by College (Undergraduate)

Humanities and Social Sciences ........................................................................................ 35%

Natural Sciences and Mathematics .................................................................................  34%

Eberly College of Business and Information Technology .....................................  10%

Education and Educational Technology .......................................................................... 7%

Health and Human Services .................................................................................................. 7%

Fine Arts ............................................................................................................................................ 6%

Percentage of Participants by College (Graduate)

Health and Human Services ............................................................................................... 42%

Humanities and Social Sciences ........................................................................................ 37%

Natural Sciences and Mathematics .................................................................................  14%

Education and Educational Technology .......................................................................... 5%

Fine Arts ............................................................................................................................................ 2%

W
ho would think a grade 
in a math class could be 
used to predict whether 
a theater major will 
graduate from college?

That relationship and others like it have 
been discovered through data analytics, the 
science of examining data to draw helpful 
conclusions. 

Data analytics helps banks and credit card 
companies detect fraud and identity theft. 
It helps e-commerce companies target 
customers more likely to buy their products. 
And recently, data analytics has helped 
higher education institutions, like IUP, use 
historical data to predict—and influence—
students’ future academic success.

Last year, IUP partnered with the 
Educational Advisory Board, a Washington, 
DC, consulting firm, to analyze in aggregate 
all student academic records—every course, 
grade, and outcome—from 2001 to 2010 
and come up with predictors of success for 
students in each major.

For example, the analytics showed that 
a biology major who earns a C in General 
Chemistry 1 has an 80 percent likelihood of 
graduating.

“It allows us to say, ‘Students who have 
come in with the same kind of profile as 
you have, who have done the same kinds 
of things academically—this is what their 
path to graduation was,’” said Michele 
Norwood M’92, IUP’s assistant vice provost 
for Undergraduate Student Success. “So it 
gives us an advising tool, but it also gives us 
a tool we can use to identify students before 
they hit academic difficulty.”

IUP is one of five State System schools 
working with the EAB on similar data-

driven projects. Norwood is the coordinator 
of IUP’s initiative, known as the Student 
Success Collaborative.

Among the students identified as being at 
academic risk were undecided majors with 
grade point averages of 2.25 to 2.80 and 30 to 
60 accumulated credits. Norwood said these 
students have trouble graduating because 
they get a late start on classes in their major.

Associate and assistant deans began 
working with that group of students 
during the spring semester. “We had some 
conversations with them to help them see 
why it’s important to declare a major, so we 
could get them on their path,” Norwood 
said.

In addition, six pilot teams, one for each 
academic college, formed last spring to 
focus on majors in which students take 
longer than normal to graduate. Those 
majors were biology, natural sciences, social 
studies education, theater, management, 
communications media, and physical 
education and sport.

As with the undecided majors, the pilot 
teams identified groups of students meeting 
criteria that suggested they needed 
additional help and worked with them 
during the remainder of the semester.

At times, team members were surprised 
by the predictors the data identified—
particularly in the case of theater. The 
analytics showed that grades in two math 
classes, Foundations of Mathematics 
and Probability and Statistics, were good 
predictors of whether theater majors would 
graduate.

“We never would have thought that. I 
would have said acting would be something 
that would be a good predictor,” Norwood 

said. “It’s been very interesting and, I think, 
eye-opening for the faculty.”

The analytics can also suggest the best time 
to take a course, depending on how students 
have performed when taking it earlier or 
later in their academic careers, such as 
before or after their first 30 credits.

And while the initiative’s typical success 
measures focus on graduation and retention 
rates, the pilot teams sometimes make 
adjustments based on personal experience.

“The Biology/Pre-med program faculty 
said, ‘Well, they might be at a 45 percent 
graduation rate if they get a C in chemistry, 
but we can tell you right now they’re not 
going to get into med school unless they’ve 
earned an A or B,” Norwood said. “So we 
made those kinds of arbitrary decisions, 
based on what faculty members know 
about their programs.”

As the pilot teams refine or plan new 
strategies over the summer, Norwood will 
work with departments to identify success 
markers for the rest of the majors. The goal 
is to have advising tools in faculty hands by 
October for the spring 2016 semester.

“The toolkit provides all the go-to 
information I need to know when a student 
is going to walk in my door in five minutes,” 
Norwood said. “I can pull up that screen 
and know the most important pieces of your 
academic life as you come in for an advising 
session.”

If students are struggling or unhappy in 
their majors, the tool can also be used to 
help them find a better match.

“It really is an all-inclusive tool,” Norwood 
said. m

By Elaine Jacobs Smith

The Advisor’s 
Crystal     
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lETTERS
Wanted: More Photos
Enjoyed the article on the Grove so much. 
Wish you would have included a lot 
more pictures. Mr. Jerry Pickering is to be 
commended and celebrated for his interest 
and foresight in preserving this iconic part 
of IUP and also for adding trees to spaces at 
IUP and for creating an arboretum at the 
university. 

Would love to see the fall issue of IUP 
Magazine have a photo spread of other 
photos of the Grove, present and past. He’s 
right about how you may forget many of 
the people, but you remember the space.

Pat Sellers ’65
Jamison, PA

Still Needing Trees?
As an amateur horticulturist, I found the 
article “Evolution of the Oak Grove” very 
informative. It is particularly interesting 
how felled trees from the campus are 
constructively used, as well as the scientific 
approach that is being utilized to refurbish 
the campus with new tree life.

I’m wondering if there is still a need for 
additional trees in the Oak Grove, and 
secondly, what would be the approximate 
cost to have one planted?

Donald Guerrieri ’68, M’71
Greensburg, PA

Virgin Lights
Does anyone remember the virgin lights?
In October 1967, they installed overhead 
lights in the Oak Grove. Prior to that time, 
the Oak Grove was very dark at night. Once 
they were turned on, they were called “the 
Virgin Lights.”

I was a freshman starting in September 1967 
and remember the change in the Grove very 
well. It was the talk of the campus—or at 

least for the guys living in the dorms.
I also remember the Blue Room in Sutton 
Hall. It was also an interesting place for 
“young love.”

Rob Edwards ’71
Dillsburg, PA

Not a Nation
In the latest issue of IUP Magazine, in the 
article [“Growing Globally”], you have taken 
a huge politically correct step backward. 
Creating the nation of West Bank in your 
article will certainly not offend anybody 
except the world’s Jewish population—and 
anybody who recognizes that when a 
nation (Israel) is attacked (1967), the losers 
pay.

There is, in fact, a two-part activity 
attempting to be a state in the Middle 
East. The Gaza Strip is run by terrorist 
organization Hamas, and the rest of the 
activity is run by Palestinians, who would 
like to have the land (the West Bank) they 
lost in wartime. But, they don’t have it and 
don’t have a state.

I am proud of my bachelor’s degree and 
master’s degree earned at IUP. However, 

the creation of a new nation, unknown to 
the rest of the world, is not my idea of what 
students should be taught, nor alumni 
asked to accept.

Richard Buczek ’58, M’73
Retired Colonel, US Army

Sykesville, MD

The Other Sutton Hall
Being a 1975 grad from IUP, I wanted to say 
that I enjoyed the recent articles “Evolution 
of the Oak Grove” and “Coming Home,” 
where the senior class is restoring some 
of the Thomas Sutton Hall dining room 
windows.

During my years at IUP, and as a former 
resident of Mack Hall, I recall marching 
up the steps past Tom Sutton Hall to get to 

Editor’s Note: According to Jerry 
Pickering, Allegheny Arboretum board 
chair, the board plans to add more trees 
to the Oak Grove. The need grew when 
a large white oak fell in June, knocking 
down a neighboring tree as well. A tree 
may be donated for $500, and a bench 
for $1,750. For more information, send 
e-mail to iup-giving@iup.edu. 

Editor’s Note: The West Bank falls 
under the generic label of “country” on 
the National Geospatial-Intelligence 
Agency website, the source IUP uses for 
coding countries in its database. But, as 
the writer indicates, it is a territory and 
not a country.

Editor’s Note: Additional photos of 
Thomas Sutton Hall and the Oak Grove 
appear on the IUP Magazine website, 
www.iup.edu/magazine.

The Oak Grove lost 
two trees when a 
large white oak 
next to Sutton 
Hall fell in June.

my 8:00 a.m. Calculus classes in the snow. 
We would cut through the building (the 
portions open to traveling through) several 
times to keep warm on our trek to and from 
classes. 

Prior to its demolition, we were afforded 
a wonderful tour of Tom Sutton and John 
Sutton halls. This was at the end of the 
spring semester (I believe it was 1978, but 
it may have been 1977). Mainly alumni 
and parents chose to take the tour, but 
very few students. I was always interested 
in its architecture, structure, wonderful 
marble features, and beautiful windows, 
so I signed up for a tour. Most people only 
toured John Sutton Hall, but you could also 
go through Tom Sutton Hall. I took many 
photographs of the beautiful windows and 
rooms, especially the second floor of Tom 
Sutton, which had a beautiful open area to 
the first floor. They used to have the music 
classrooms up there, and when people lived 
there, the Christmas tree used to extend 
through the open area between the first 
and second floors. Sad to say, though, I 
was a poor college student, and couldn’t 
afford to develop the film at the time, and 
through all the moves, the little canister has 
since been lost. If I recall correctly, though, 
there were beautiful skylight windows 
above this second floor area in addition 
to the beautiful ones in the dining room 
portion. [John and Thomas Sutton halls] 
were constructions along the lines of what 
you never see these days. Marble in the 
bathrooms! Amazing!

Students stopped living in John Sutton 
Hall as a dormitory the year prior to my 
attending IUP, and I had several friends 
who had lived in “the tower” rooms. 
Everyone always thought they were 
premium rooms, but the girls who lived in 
them said it was the worst mistake, as they 
were the coldest rooms in the winter. Great 
views of the Oak Grove, though.

So, I would love to see if someone could 
search the archives for any photos of these 
beautiful, long-gone portions of IUP’s 
historic buildings—buildings that had 
so much connection to those of us who 
attended before 1978. At the time, you never 
even think that these buildings would 
disappear, and yet they do.

Carolyn Moser Klages ’79
Oviedo, FL

Life Richer Because of Betts
I was saddened when I read recently in 
IUP Magazine of the passing of my former 
English professor, Dr. William Betts. I have 
taught both English and mathematics for 
more than 30 years in Baltimore. Just four 
years ago, I read here that he had recently 
published a book about Chief Cornplanter 
and took the opportunity to write to Dr. 
Betts to let him know how much his 
teaching had meant to me.

My life has been richer because I was once 
a student of his. I attended IUP in the 1970s 
and had the pleasure of being in two of his 
classes. The first of these was an introductory 
poetry course.

It is because of him that I have recently 
memorized Housman’s “Terence, This Is 
Stupid Stuff.” Because of him, I can recite 
both “When I Was One-and-Twenty” and 
“When I Was Ten and She Fifteen.” While in 
his poetry class in the mid-1970s, I learned 
to love the sound of poetry, mostly due to 
his wonderful delivery of the lines. I still 
pick up various editions of Perrine’s Sound 
and Sense, our text for the poetry class he 
taught, from any used book sale at which I 
find them, just to add them to my classroom 
library, which I still maintain although 
I switched from teaching middle school 
English to high school mathematics years 
ago.

I tell Bill Betts stories to my students. I 
explain that he once asked us to identify 
the writer who spoke of hearing “a different 
drummer,” and how I, confusing quotations 
from two posters I’d put up on my dorm 
room wall, responded eagerly that it was 
Pearl Buck. His smiling response of “Oh 
my, no!” has made its way into my own 
classroom, and I use that phrase freely, 
just to have the opportunity to speak of 
his class and of the glorious introduction 
to appreciating language that it was. His 
mellifluous voice infused magic into 
any poem he recited, which he did from 
memory frequently during class.

For the final exam, Dr. Betts told us that 
we would be analyzing in depth a single 

poem from the final section of the text. 
We couldn’t possibly know them all, 
of course, but we knew we should get 
familiar with as many of those poems as 
possible. Just before the exam, I pointed 
out a particular Ted Hughes poem about a 
pig to the student across the aisle from me, 
mentioning how unusual and brutally raw 
it was, sandwiched between poems such as 
“Lucifer in Starlight” and “Ode on a Grecian 
Urn.” When Dr. Betts actually assigned the 
pig poem to my row, the slack-jawed fellow 
across the aisle believed me to be psychic, 
rather than just the lucky stiff I knew myself 
to be.

I read Joseph Wambaugh’s The Onion 
Field simply because Dr. Betts mentioned 
that he had read it one weekend and 
found it compelling. I still recommend it to 
friends and students. It is even now in my 
classroom library.

I often retell his amusing story of a young 
man he’d taught who tried to argue that 
“Stopping by Woods on a Snowy Evening” 
was about Santa Claus. It was, after all, “the 
darkest evening of the year.” This is another 
poem I have committed to memory because 
of his wonderful presentation of it in class.

I earned a B in that poetry class and decided 
I had to do better. Dr. Betts deserved better 
from me. I chose to take his Shakespeare 
class a year later and earned my A.

For the final exam in that class, Dr. Betts 
required us to “enjoy committing to 
memory” some 25 lines from any play of 
Shakespeare. Five summers ago, I had 
to smile when I heard Clarence’s dream 
(the lines I’d learned for his final exam) 
in the presentation of Richard III I saw 
at Shakespeare & Company in Lenox, 
Massachusetts.

One more thing—every so often I reread 
A Docketful of Wry, a small book full of 
outrageously amusing excerpts from IUP 
freshman English papers which Dr. Betts 
collected over the years, and it never fails to 
delight. When I mentioned this in my letter, 
he responded by sending me his newer 
version, retitled Slips that Pass in the Night.

Dr. Betts was an inspiration, and I feel 
privileged to have known him. I’m so glad 
that I took the time to tell him so.

Teresa Palomar ’76
Baltimore, MD
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W hen Neil Armstrong fulfilled 
President John F. Kennedy’s 
goal of landing a man on the 
moon, his small step set a 

higher challenge for the next generations of 
Americans.

“If we can put a man on the moon, why 
can’t we…?” has become a rallying cry.

Sometimes, it’s a mild plea for production 
of some mundane convenience of life. But 
often it’s a self-imposed question asked 
in the spirit of those running the space 
program. Far from global bragging rights, 
the goal is improvement of life around the 
globe.

Count among those innovators the students 
and faculty at IUP, including those whose 
developments in the basement of Weyandt 

Hall hold potential roles in a war against 
food waste.

Physics professor Greg Kenning has 
pioneered the research of a technology that 
measures perishability of foods and other 
products. The centerpiece of the research is 
an electronic time-temperature indicator 
that this spring was granted a patent from 
the US Patent Office.

Specifically, the electronic TTI is designed 
as a microchip to be attached to labels 
and containers of milk products during 
the packaging process. Electronic reading 
devices, such as smartphones, could pick up 
data from the chip and show the product’s 
remaining usable life in real time—often 
quite different from what the “sell by” date 
stamped on the product implies.

Generally, the components in the time-
temperature indicator can be designed 
to mimic the decay of foods and other 
perishable products.

Very broadly, the development represents 
the work of many students from Kenning’s 
physics courses. It’s backed by resources 
of Pennsylvania’s State System of Higher 
Education, which is placing greater 
emphasis on new technologies developed 
at the state universities. It also reflects 
a comprehensive vision at IUP and an 
environment that allows creativity and 
imagination to flourish.

Kenning’s research in nanoparticle 
technology, the science at the root of the 
electronic time-temperature indicator, 
dates to the 1980s. After joining the IUP 
faculty in 2004, he pursued grants to begin 

a nanoparticle program on campus and, 
about six years ago, launched a study of 
the time-related deterioration of magnetic 
properties of cobalt, antimony, and other 
elements.

Kenning said he and his students in the 
study noticed the nanoparticles’ properties 
were changing over time. Instead of being 
discouraged by the unexplained decay 
of the atomic materials, they looked for 
patterns and constants in the kinds of 
changes they saw. Then they introduced 
temperature changes to the mix.

“We found this effect, and it became clear 
that this effect may be useful,” Kenning 
said. “I went to PASSHE with it, before I 
wrote the first paper, because part of your 
due diligence is to answer, ‘Is this in any 
way useful?’ So I thought, ‘Yes, this could be 

very useful,’ more useful than I could even 
possibly think at the time.”

While his nanoparticle studies have gone 
on for a decade, the pace of the work 
hasn’t been slow in terms of scientific 
developments in that time.

Today, IUP physics labs have equipment 
that helps students see their work in ways 
not possible when the project began.

“What made this all possible was a 
National Science Foundation grant, an 
equipment grant, and one of the basic 
things we got was a vibrating sample 
magnetometer. This allowed us to do the 
magnetic measurements, the resistance 
measurements, control the temperature, 
and so forth,” Kenning said. “We had 
the equipment to make samples but not 

measure them, so that’s why we wrote this 
grant.”

And what forms the electronic TTI is 
molecular in scale.

“It’s a whisper of material,” Kenning said. 
“It’s a layer of antimony, a layer of cobalt 
that breaks up into nanoparticles, and 
another layer of antimony. So it’s a thin film, 
about 20 atoms thick. 

“You can’t see this. It’s hundreds of times 
smaller than what you can see with an 
optical microscope. You need to see it with 
electron microscopes.”

Students Ray Sachs M’06 and Christopher 
Heidt ’04, M’09 had early roles in the 
research. After graduating from IUP, both 
went on to earn PhDs at the University of 
California at Riverside, Kenning said.

When Kenning received the Graduate 
Dean’s Award for Outstanding Commitment 
to Sponsored Programs in 2014, he also 
included in the recognition undergraduate 
researchers Jared Phillips ’14 and Steve 
Hensley ’14 and graduate students Michael 
Madden M’15, Benjamin Grove, Aaron 
Barnes, Kazi Reaz M’14, James Diodato M’14, 
and Talal Alshammary M’14.

Therein lies the luxury for students taking 
part in research at IUP, according to 
President Michael Driscoll.

“One of the things IUP has been known 
for, and has valued for a long time, is the 
way we have faculty members interacting 
directly with students,” Driscoll said. “We’re 
a doctoral/research university, which 
means we have faculty who are doing 
cutting-edge, leading-edge research, but 
they’re doing it with undergraduates and 
graduate students together as a team.”

The clear benefit for professors is personally 
directing students in research experiments.

“At the same time, students in that 
circumstance are really learning what 
it’s like to be physicists, because they’re 
working with an experienced physicist,” 
Driscoll said. “They’re not just memorizing 
a formula from a book, but they’re actually 
doing science. And I think that’s something 
very special here. It really leverages the 
learning, improves that significantly, and 
it gives faculty a whole bunch of people to 
help them move their good ideas forward.”

It’s a distinct difference from large 
universities nationally known as research 

One 
Molecular 
Step
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Nanoparticle Research Targets 
Food Waste, Leverages Learning

By Chauncey Ross

Physics professor Greg Kenning 
guided Bianca Faceto Dias, an 
exchange student from Brazil 
studying chemistry, in use of the 
electron-beam evaporator.



IUP’s updated strategic plan and freshened 
vision statement position the university 
and its students to gain the most from 
research, scholarship, and creative 
endeavors.

Research opportunities at IUP cross the 
academic spectrum, according to Hilliary 
Creely, assistant dean for research. 
Humanities, performing arts, business, 
natural sciences, and other disciplines give 
students chances for hands-on study and 
application of research.

Central to that concept are the more than 
40 centers and institutes at IUP that enrich 
the Indiana area while allowing students to 
build their research credentials.

“The centers and institutes are one of the 
largest points of contact we have in serving 
our community,” Creely said. “Obviously, 
there are individual faculty members 
who do really interesting research projects 
and service projects with the community 
directly, but our centers and institutes 
compose one of the largest vehicles for that 
type of work,” Creely said.

The Mid-Atlantic Addiction Research and 
Training Institute has enjoyed a widespread 
reputation and respect for its studies and 
annual training programs in the prevention 
and treatment of substance abuse.

Faculty members and students of the 
Eberly College of Business and Information 
Technology have long applied their 

expertise in programs that assist local 
start-up businesses and help established 
companies with technology and 
government-contracting support.

“IUP’s Institute for Mine Mapping, Archival 
Procedures, and Safety, called IMAPS, 
does really interesting work,” Creely said. 
“They’ve gotten a whole collection of 
historic mine maps, and they’re scanning 
them in a large format and building them 
into 3-D models.” That research improves 
safety in Pennsylvania coal mines by 
providing accurate maps of active and 
abandoned mines. It also identifies 
remaining underground resources for 
mineral exploration and guides developers 
in finding suitable building sites.

Creely said the Center for Applied 
Psychology, the Institute for Rural Health 
and Safety, the Center for Media Production 
and Research, the Center for Northern 
Appalachian Studies, the Wood Center, and 
the Speech, Language, and Hearing Clinic 
all have extended student learning through 
community outreach efforts.

“If you get your students involved in hands-
on research and scholarship, your overall 
retention improves,” Creely said. “The 
students value the experience more, they 
stay in their major, they complete degrees, 
and they develop really useful skills for 
when they go out in the work force and 
become professionals themselves. We’re 
seeing a lot of excitement around growing 
that part of IUP.”
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institutions, according to Hilliary Creely, 
IUP’s assistant dean for research.

“For example, at a research university, the 
faculty member might be teaching only 
one class each semester and committing 
the rest of the time to engaging in research, 
scholarship, or creative activities and 
pursuing external funding for those 
endeavors,” she said. “Students may or may 
not get to participate in a meaningful way 
in those projects. But at IUP, our faculty is 
in the classroom working with students, 
getting them excited about creating new 
knowledge, and learning and developing 
skills.”

As Kenning’s nanoparticle research 
progressed, Creely’s office supported the 
pursuit of a patent for the new invention.

Many IUP professors over the years have 
been awarded patents, but most have 
independently obtained patents outside 
their academic work or collaborated with 
teams of innovators who have made 
advances outside the IUP campus—many 
in the mining and drilling industries, Creely 
said. 

But Kenning’s patent is the first awarded in 
many years for work done at IUP.

Driscoll said the State System also made 
the patent possible through a technology-
transfer system in partnership with Penn 
State University that helps shepherd 
professors’ inventions through the patent 
process and to market.

“The reality is that it’s expensive to manage 
some of the basics of technology transfer to 

get these ideas out of the lab. That requires 
very special expertise,” Driscoll said. 

“PASSHE has entered into an agreement 
with Penn State and its tech-transfer arm to 
leverage their experience where it makes 
sense to do so. We don’t have enough 
volume across the System to hire our own 
set of patent attorneys, but we are able to 
leverage the great experience that Penn 
State’s larger operation has available to it.”

The entrepreneurial spirit at State System 
universities also got a boost with the 
enactment of the Higher Education 
Modernization Act of 2012. HEMA provides 
better footing for professors and students to 
commercialize their campus innovations. 

For Kenning, the work is far from over.

Unlike President Kennedy’s directive to 
NASA, creating a milk freshness gauge was 
not a stated mission.

“Nobody really knows what’s going to 
happen when they make stuff, so you 

make it and look at it,” Kenning said. The 
excitement, he said, is finding new and 
meaningful ways to use what’s been 
revealed.

“I can see where [nanoparticle research] is 
going to be a field that’s going to last 100 
years. There are many, many, many things 
to be discovered in this.”

Kenning envisions more uses for the 
principles that he and his students 
discovered. Devising more ways to 
measure the freshness of foods would 
allow better inventory controls and less 
waste of perishable products.

“There’s a report by the National Resources 
Defense Council showing we waste 20 
percent of all milk, 20 percent of all meat, 
and 60 percent of all fish,” Kenning said. 
A coalition of European governments 
invested $20 million to find a way to 
gauge the freshness of fish because of the 
enormous losses.

Fine-tuning the electronic TTI could 
make it work on fish, meat, and other food 
products and give shoppers some guidance 
in the supermarkets. If a refrigerated 
product had been left out at warmer 
temperatures during transportation from 
plant to store, the TTI—with a matching 
rate of magnetic deterioration—would 
reflect the product’s actual shelf life.

Imagine, too, Kenning said, an advanced 
refrigerator in the home that could 
take periodic readings of TTIs on all the 
products inside, generate an inventory 
of all the foods and how soon they will 
expire, and upload the data.

In his lab, Greg Kenning experimented with magnetic 
systems known as spin glasses. With him, from left, 
were Matthew Knepper, an MBA student working with 
Kenning on a business plan; Fagner Garrote Da Silva, a 
sophomore computer science major; and Brian Walters, 
a sophomore physics major.
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“If you have a smart fridge, it could 
regularly update itself on what the 
status is of all the food you have in 
there, send it to the Internet, and 
you could read it as an app in your 
iPhone,” Kenning said. “So you could 
get a warning that your milk is going 
to expire in a day and a half.”

Imagine further, Kenning said, a smart 
oven that could read the embedded 
TTIs in foods being cooked. A readout 
of the inside of a Thanksgiving turkey 
could show it reached the right 
temperature for the right time to be 
declared done.

All these potential uses make the 
electronic TTI desirable.

“If it becomes a product, it’s going 
to be a consumer-driven product. It 
produces consumer information,” 
Kenning said.

And the price to add the TTI to 
perishable food products would be as 
little as a few pennies, he estimated. 
“People would be willing to pay 
more for their milk with this piece of 
information,” he said.

Reaching for those possibilities, and 
others not even imagined, means 
plenty of research has yet to be done in 
Weyandt Hall.

“It’s very exciting for the student. 
Nanotechnology is a new frontier, 
and a frontier that is open to a huge 
amount of new discovery,” Kenning 
said. “I look at it like electricity in the 
1700s.”

Driscoll praised the work for the 
imagination involved and its potential 
benefit.

“They go from this very, very 
straightforward kind of playing around 
with some materials property to 
finding this new idea and connecting 
that with something that would be 
useful to you and me,” he said. 

“The genius is the hard work that gets 
to the discovery and then the great 
thinking that says, ‘Why do we care 
about this? How do we make use 
of this?’” Driscoll said. “And I think 
they’re just at the beginning of that 
with this first application. It’s really 
cool.”

Kind of like putting a man on the 
moon. m

Centers Serve Community, 
Provide Practical Knowledge

“Nanotechnology is 
a new frontier, and a 
frontier that is open 
to a huge amount of 
new discovery.”
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Provide innovative academic 
programs of high quality and 
value

Prepare all of IUP’s students 
for success in work and life, in 
addition to academic success

Secure IUP’s financial future

Strengthen IUP’s value to our 
local, state, and global partners

Those four goals, which compose 
IUP’s new strategic plan, might 
appear to be simple in concept, 
but they affect thousands of 

students and faculty and staff members and, 
ultimately, the academic reputation of IUP’s 
more than 120,000 living alumni. What’s 
more, with goals accomplished by 2020 
and, at that point, a vibrant IUP operating 
at über-efficiency, the surrounding region 
stands to benefit in numerous ways.

While the plan entails making modest 
internal structural changes, Provost 
Timothy Moerland, who spearheaded the 
planning process, said other changes are 
aspirational, and all work toward achieving 
IUP’s shared vision. That vision, detailed 
in a previous edition of IUP Magazine, 
was solidified after extensive information 
gathering and a culminating, daylong 
summit attended by faculty and staff 
members, students, alumni, members of 
various boards, and area leaders.

To create the plan that will lead to realizing 
that vision, Moerland and colleagues met 

with a long list of campus groups, solicited 
feedback electronically, and held numerous 
open forums for the university community 
to provide input and help shape the final 
document. The plan earned endorsement 
by the University Senate and Council of 
Trustees in May.

“One of the things about strategic planning 
in academia is that the course of action 
has to make sense to people, and it has to 
support shared values,” Moerland said. “The 
input we received was crucial in making the 
plan something we want and can achieve.” 

For example, advancing IUP’s status as 
a doctoral/research university is among 
the initiatives associated with providing 
innovative academic programs. That 
will involve identifying and solving 
common roadblocks to success in research, 
scholarship, and creative activity. The 
university also will develop graduate and 
undergraduate programs in environmental 
engineering, public health, and digital 
science and security. 

Preparing students for success in work and 
life means committing to programming that 
increases undergraduate retention. It also 
means increasing participation in cultural 

programming, internships, research, 
international education, and well-chosen 
volunteer opportunities.

To secure IUP’s financial future, the IUP 
community has committed to exploring 
alternative tuition models. Other strategies 
include improving business efficiencies and 
increasing philanthropic support. 

The intent of the final goal—strengthening 
value to local, state, and global partners—is 
to ensure the university forges the best 
relationships with those most affected by 
the university’s progress (alumni and the 
extended community), so that they and IUP 
mutually benefit.

“One of the things a strategic plan does 
is help us coordinate the terrific efforts 
we’ve seen accomplished individually by 
departments,” Moerland said. “It will give 
those efforts a multiplier effect, so we can 
get more done for our students, amplify 
the reputation of the university, and be a 
real benefit to the surrounding region we 
serve. We need to be careful, deliberate, and 
mindful of what we do, and that’s what the 
strategic plan provides. It’s a tool to make us 
methodical.” m

Mapping 
  the Way
After hammering out a vision of what IUP should be to its 
constituents in the next decade, the university community 
now has a strategic plan to serve as a guide.

By Regan Houser

Provost Timothy 
Moerland spoke during 
the Strategic Visioning 
Summit in 2013.

Giant Eagle. Food and Nutrition 
faculty member Jodie Greene 
Seybold ’06, M’07 started the 
tours after receiving a grant 
last year from the Produce for 
Better Health Foundation. 
The interns focus on including 
more produce in meals, finding 
the best deals, checking for 
freshness, and keeping produce 
fresh. Kim Jones ’08, M’11, 
a dietitian with Giant Eagle, 
helped train the interns on 
giving tours. 

Dual Retrospective
Art professor emeritus 
Paul Ben-Zvi accepted the 
invitation of a former student, 
Pittsburgh artist Richard 
Claraval ’77, to join him in a 
student/teacher retrospective 
at the Spinning Plate Gallery 
in East Liberty in May. Ben-
Zvi’s Mixed & Mache’d, a 
retrospective of his more 
than 45 years in Indiana, 
featured sculptures inspired 
by children’s stories, cartoons, 
and folk art. Claraval exhibited 
drawings, etchings, paintings, 
and mixed media works. “I 
attempted to pick work that 
was most directly influenced by 
things I learned from Paul,” he 
said, “although almost nothing 
I’ve done is not.”

Making History
When the new College of 
Humanities and Social Sciences 
building opens next spring, 
it will include a room named 

A Career Distinguished 
Psychology professor Maureen 
McHugh is the Distinguished 
University Professor for 2015-16. 
This lifetime title is awarded to 
one professor each year, based 
on contributions in teaching, 
service, research, and other 
scholarly activity. McHugh 
is known for her research on 
the psychology of women, 
a subject she has taught to 
more than 3,000 students. She 
founded the IUP Women’s 
Studies Program in 1986 and 
served as its director for a dozen 
years. Her leadership at the 
national level has included the 
presidency of the Association 
for Women in Psychology. 
Active in curriculum design at 
IUP, McHugh is developing 
a new course, Gender and 
Violence, and is collaborating 
on a new minor in violence 
education. Her research has 
also focused on the history 
of feminist psychology, older 
women, size bias, sexual scripts, 
and sexual assault. She is 
currently integrating her work 
on women’s sexuality into a 
book.

Fresh Approach 
What better place to encourage 
eating more fruits and 
vegetables than right in the 
produce aisle? Last spring, 
students in IUP’s Dietetic 
Internship program began 
taking low-income families on 
grocery store tours at the local 

Faculty Deaths

Frank Fazio, a professor 
emeritus who retired in 
1996 after 26 years in the 
Chemistry Department, 
died May 24, 2015. He was 
also a Visiting Scientist 
program volunteer and a 
tutor for freshman football 
players.

Charles Mawhinney 
III, who retired from the 
Finance and Management 
Information Systems 
Department in 1986 after 
12 years of service, died 
March 24, 2015.

Ruth Shirey ’65, a 
professor emerita who 
retired in 2007 after 37 
years of service, died 
February 20, 2015. A 
2008 recipient of the IUP 
Distinguished Alumni 
Award, she served as 
chair of the Geography 

MENToRS

and Regional Planning 
Department, interim 
associate dean of the 
College of Humanities 
and Social Sciences, and 
executive director of the 
National Council for 
Geographic Education.

Frances Cunningham 
Stineman ’76, M’79, a 
professor emerita who 
retired in 1998 as director 
of the Eberly College of 
Business Advisement 
Center after 20 years at the 
university, died February 
26, 2015.

Robert Thomas ’50, a 
member of the Geography 
Department faculty 
from 1960 to 1969, died 
May 8, 2015. He was a 
2007 recipient of the IUP 
Distinguished Alumni 
Award.

The following former faculty members died in recent 
months:

for history professor emeritus 
Irwin Marcus. Family, 
friends, and former students 
honored Marcus through gifts 
to establish the Dr. Irwin M. 
Marcus Public History Room. 
Marcus’s contributions over 

his 37 years at IUP included 
developing history courses 
focused on Jews in America, the 
automobile, anarchism, and 
organized crime. 

In Good Company
Michael Hood, dean of 
the College of Fine Arts, was 
inducted into the College 
of Fellows of the American 
Theatre at the Kennedy Center 
in Washington, DC, in April. 
The organization’s roughly 
130 members comprise 
actors, directors, playwrights, 
educators, and other theater 
professionals distinguished 
for their service, creativity, 
or scholarly research. In 
addition to his career in higher 
education, which includes 17 
years as dean, Hood has worked 
as an actor, director, and fight 
choreographer.  m

Dietetic interns during 
a tour at Giant EagleK
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A
s much as we’d like to think they are, not all 
teenagers and young adults are having the time 
of their lives. Some are having a problem with 
alcohol or drugs, struggling against triggers and 
cravings, their lives on the edge of a downward 

trajectory. According to federal data, 17 percent of young 
adults age 18-25 and 5 percent of children age 12-17 experience 
substance dependence or abuse.

Ryan Brannon, a May graduate of the Management 
Information Systems program, is concerned about what he calls 
an addiction epidemic among millennials. 

Brannon has conceptualized an innovative app, called My New 
Leaf, with a game-like, rewards-based approach to addiction 
recovery. His vision came to life when he transferred to IUP 
and gained access to leading-edge expertise in technology, 
cybersecurity, addiction treatment, entrepreneurship, and 
communications design.  

Brannon and a team of IUP students created a model that has 
caught the attention of addiction professionals in Pennsylvania 
all the way to the Department of Drug and Alcohol Programs. 
In April, the team, advised by management professor Joette 
Wisnieski, won the $10,000 first-place prize at Pennsylvania’s 

State System of Higher Education Business 
Plan Competition. 

The gamified approach raises the question—
can recovery be a bit fun?

Gamification is an emerging area of health 
care that explores whether smartphone 
tools can motivate and enable people to 
manage their health conditions and fitness. 
The idea is that incorporating some positive 
entertainment can make behavior change 
more appealing. 

My New Leaf is designed specifically 
for substance abusers age 14-24 who 
“recognize they have a problem and want 
to change their behavior but aren’t ready 
for traditional methods, such as a 12-step 
program,” Brannon said. He describes them 
as a largely “invisible” population of addicts.

Brannon believes a gamified app makes 
sense for young millennials, who have 
grown up with gaming. “Digital identities 
are becoming our comfort zones. And we’re 
always on our phones,” he said.

Having a positive, personalized, private tool 
that’s as readily in reach as a smartphone 
may make the difference in engaging a 
young addict in change.

“Other apps are bare bones, used a few days, 
and then dropped,” Brannon said. “I wanted 
to make something substantial.” 
 
My New Leaf members will be able to 
create a profile of baseline data, including 
their motivations for substance use and for 
recovery. They can grow from a seed to a 
sapling to a tree by completing a variety of 
daily activities that help them improve self-
monitoring and -management behaviors, 
such as recognizing and coping with 
craving triggers.

Feedback is instantaneous, and members 
can earn both virtual rewards (e.g., swag 
for their tree) and real ones (e.g., recovery 
books). A daily randomly issued award is 
also part of the fun factor.  

A panic section includes supportive and 
interactive features, such as contacting a 
member-identified circle of supporters or 
a local certified recovery specialist to help 
members through urgent trigger or relapse 
situations. 

To Brannon’s knowledge, no other addiction 
recovery app is as robust. Elements are 
based on addiction treatment and game 
theory research and best practice, as 
identified by professionals in the field. 
These professionals include Ryan’s father, 
Ray Brannon, conferences and training 
director at IUP’s Mid-Atlantic Addiction 

Smart 
Support

Team’s App Puts Recovery 
in Reach for Young Addicts

By Deborah Klenotic

Ryan Brannon conceptualized 
the My New Leaf app while a 
student in the Management 
Information Systems program.
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Research and Training Institute (MARTI); 
sociology faculty members Alex Heckert, 
associate director of MARTI, Christian 
Vaccaro M’05, research associate at MARTI, 
and John Anderson; and a board of directors 
comprising addiction professionals and 
technology experts at organizations 
throughout western Pennsylvania.  

The team gave privacy the highest priority, 
Ryan Brannon said. “We’ve worked to create 
a safe, positive environment. Member trust 
is essential.” Members will use a random 
ID—their e-mail and password won’t be 
retained—and will decide whether to allow 
family and friends access to the app and 
inclusion in their supporters circle.  

A privacy activist, Ryan Brannon learned 
“cutting-edge privacy policy” in a course 
with criminology faculty member and 
cybersecurity expert Jennifer Gossett and 
at the 2014 Indie Tech Summit in Brighton, 
England.

He incorporated programming, networking, 
and technology policy expertise he gained 
in courses and independent studies with 
MIS faculty member Pankaj Chaudhary. 
“Pankaj was my game changer,” he 
said. “His classes opened my eyes to the 
capabilities of the Internet to change our 
social constructs.”

“MIS is an applied discipline,” Chaudhary 
said. “We teach programming and discuss 
technology in a holistic fashion, studying 
its impact on society—people, process, 
organizations, and policies, such as the 
political and regulatory context.”

In addition to Ryan Brannon, CEO/
executive director, and Ray Brannon, COO, 
the team includes Colton Provias, CIO and 

Ryan Brannon, standing, with 
Ray Brannon, left, and Colton 
Provias, in the team’s office space in 
Saltsburg

audio engineer; Kyle Froehlich ’14, video 
engineer; Sarah Orefice ’14, graphic designer; 
Evan Toman ’14, photographer; and 
students Emily Ager, operations manager, 
Wayne Pawlowski, marketing and sales, 
and Alex Bieger, social media director. 

They’ve incorporated as a nonprofit and 
leased a small office space in Saltsburg. 
Currently they work part-time or on a 
volunteer and as-needed basis on the 
project.

The next step: Raising the capital to build a 
full-time staff and begin programming iOS, 
Android, and desktop beta versions. 

In June, Ryan Brannon attended the elite 
Thiel Foundation Summit on a fellowship 
he earned with Anderson’s help and 
exchanged ideas with other young social 
entrepreneurs. He also built support for 
the app through online campaigns to raise 
funds and awareness.

My New Leaf has already attracted 
attention on social media: Its Twitter 
account has more than 2,000 followers 
and landed Ryan Brannon a guest spot 
on Internet radio station LA Talk Radio in 
March.

Through MARTI, the team has made 
presentations to numerous community 
organizations throughout western 
Pennsylvania. Gary Tennis, secretary of 
the state Department of Drug and Alcohol 
Programs, has scheduled a meeting with the 
Brannons to learn more. 

“People in the addiction treatment field 
around the world are telling us, ‘We want 
to get our hands on this app as soon as it’s 
ready,’” Ray Brannon said. m
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Five years have passed since 
May commencement moved 
from outdoor Miller Stadium 
to the Kovalchick Convention 
and Athletic Complex. The 
weather appeared to cooperate 
during the spring ceremony 
pictured here. If you know 
the identities of any of these 
graduates, Harrison Wick, IUP 
Special Collections librarian 
and university archivist, 
would be happy to hear from 
you. Contact him by e-mail 
at hwick@iup.edu. He’s also 
interested in acquiring IUP 
memorabilia, photographs, 
and more. Go to www.iup.edu/
archives for more information.
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Milestone 
Generosity

From the Addison Gibson Foundation, $100,000 to provide 
scholarship support for students who are residents of designated 
western Pennsylvania counties, who have a record of academic 
success, and who demonstrate financial need.

From anonymous, $50,000 to establish a memorial scholarship for 
undergraduate English majors. The scholarship will be renewed for 
awardees who retain a 3.0 grade point average or better.

From anonymous, $30,000 to support student field work.

From Barry Gasdek ’64, $25,000 to establish a scholarship in honor 
of his sister, a 1971 graduate of IUP. The Deborah Gasdek Booth and 
Barry Gasdek Scholarship for Fine Arts will be awarded to music 
education students.

From Don Mash ’64, $25,000 to establish the Donnie Mash 
Memorial Baseball Scholarship.

IUP has received the following support in the form of gifts 
of $25,000 or more made to the Foundation for IUP between 
February 1 and June 15. The university community thanks 
all who invest in IUP and its students.
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ACHIEVEMENTS
Honorary Degree

IUP awarded an honorary doctor of humane letters to Donald 
Mash ’64 at commencement ceremonies in May. Mash, the keynote 
speaker, worked in higher education for five decades, including 
as executive senior vice president for the University of Wisconsin 
System, chancellor of the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire, and 
president of Wayne State College in Nebraska. More about Mash 
appears on the inside back cover.

Faculty Awards 

The University Senate presented four 
Distinguished Faculty Awards in May:

• DeAnna Pontani Laverick ’91, M’92, 
 D’05, Professional Studies in Education, 
 received the award for teaching. She is  
 credited with using her elementary school 
 teaching experience, content knowledge, 
 and effective pedagogy to teach her 
 students research-based best practices.

• Michele Papakie ’93, Journalism and 
 Public Relations, received the award for 
 service. Papakie has been active on 
 campus as a club advisor, committee 
 member, and coordinator of the 2013 
 Strategic Visioning Project. A lieutenant 
 colonel in the Pennsylvania Air National 
 Guard, she served in Afghanistan in 2010. 

• Zach Collins, Music, received the award 
 for creative arts. Specializing in tuba and 
 euphonium, he has performed with
 numerous orchestras and ensembles and 
 as a soloist at national and international 
 conferences. Many of his published 
 compositions have been performed by 
 collegiate ensembles.

• Ben Ford, Anthropology, received the 
 award for research. Ford’s research centers 
 on historical and maritime archaeology, 
 and he has directed field surveys and 
 excavations on land and underwater. 
 Currently, he is leading a National Park 
 Service-funded study of the Fort Necessity 
 National Battlefield.

President’s Medal

Nell Jack received the IUP President’s Medal of Distinction 
in March in recognition of dedication and support. Jack and 
her husband, the late Sam Jack, funded many scholarships, the 
restoration of Sutton Hall’s Blue Room, and a lecture series that 
featured Carl Sagan, Sandra Day O’Connor, and William F. Buckley 
Jr., among others.

Hall of Distinction

The Eberly College of Business and Information Technology 
inducted four alumni into its Hall of Distinction during the 37th 
annual Business Day in April:
• Lorna Milkovich Abernathy ’83, former AOL executive; 
 founder, House of Sia
• George Braunegg ’79, founder, Center for Applied Strategy (CAST) 
 Management Consultants
• Allen Childs ’81, former automotive industry executive; 
 executive director/CEO, Bucks County Opportunity Council
• David Williams ’79, executive vice president, PNC Bank, 
 National Association

MacArthur Award

US Army Cadet Command and the General Douglas MacArthur 
Foundation named IUP’s ROTC program one of eight recipients of 
the 2013-14 MacArthur Award, recognizing top programs in the 
country. The award is influenced by the retention and progression 
of cadets, grade point averages, performance on physical fitness tests, 
and other factors.

10-Year Investment

The Eberly College of Business and Information Technology’s 
Student Managed Investment Portfolio team won a first-place award 
at ENGAGE 2015, a student-investment competition with more than 
1,500 participants from North America and Europe. IUP’s project 
started in 2005 with an investment of $200,000 from the Foundation 
for IUP. Today, that student-managed portfolio stands at about 
$750,000.

New Faculty Emeriti

The following faculty members were recently awarded emeritus/
emerita status. Art: Lynda LaRoche, 16 years, Marjorie Mambo, 24 
years; Biology: Sandra Newell, 29 years; English: Lynne Alvine, 
23 years, Gay Chow, 23 years, Tina Perdue, 22 years, Susan 
Welsh, 21 years; Food and Nutrition: Susan Dahlheimer, 38 
years; Foreign Languages: Peter Sullivan, 32 years; Mathematics: 
Lawrence Feldman, 30 years; Music: John Kuehn, 31 years, Sarah 
Mantel, 27 years, John Scandrett, 33 years; Professional Studies in 
Education: Anne Creany, 25 years, Monte Tidwell, 19 years.

Reverse Transfer 

IUP signed its first reverse transfer agreement in March with 
Westmoreland County Community College and its second in April 
with the Community College of Beaver County. This agreement 
allows a community college’s former students who are continuing 
their studies at IUP to transfer credits back to the community college 
and earn an associate degree. Agreements with Philadelphia, Penn 
Highlands, and Allegheny County community colleges are in the 
works. 
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In a seeming paradox, 
the IUP basketball team 
lost in the national 
championship game 

and yet, in a sense, emerged 
victorious. 

The scoreboard at the Ford 
Center in Evansville, Indiana, 
might have indicated the 
Crimson Hawks fell short in the 
final, but coach Joe Lombardi 
took solace in the fact that IUP 
beat out 308 Division II teams 
just to get there, a destination 
he likened to a mountaintop 
few ever reach. 

And that was an achievement 
worth celebrating.

His Hawks finished 31-7—
the second-most wins in 
school history—claimed the 
Atlantic Region tournament 
title, and knocked off three 
regional top seeds in the NCAA 
tournament. Florida Southern 
finally brought a halt to IUP’s 
exhilarating postseason thrill 
ride with a 77-62 victory before 
a national television audience 
and a spirited contingent of 
Hawks fans at the Ford Center.

“The jump from the semifinals 
to the finals in Division II is so 
great—greater than any other 
level—because you go from 
limited national exposure to 
all of a sudden playing on CBS 
in front of two or three million 
people,” Lombardi said. “So 
making it to Saturday is like 
making it to the mountaintop. 
Unfortunately, only one team 
gets to stay.”

That team was favored Florida 
Southern (36-1). The Mocs seized 
control early and never allowed 
IUP to find a rhythm, denying 
the Hawks a storybook finish to 
their transcendent season.

“Guys were sad after the game 
because we really thought we 
were going to win,” said senior 
guard Shawn Dyer. “But years 

from now, we’re going to look 
back and say we had a great 
year and we made it to the 
national championship game. 
Yeah, we lost, but there were 
a lot of teams that didn’t have 
that opportunity. We were 
blessed to be in that position.”

Dyer, a transfer from West 
Liberty who had played for the 
Hilltoppers in the 2014 title 
game, joined All-America guard 
Devante Chance to give IUP 
an explosive one-two punch 
in the backcourt. Chance, the 
Pennsylvania State Athletic 
Conference West Athlete of the 
Year, finished his career as the 
school’s all-time assist leader 
(512) and led the Hawks in 
scoring (16.5 points per game).

“This team had a great inner 
confidence,” Lombardi said. 

“Most of that came from 
Devante. And the other area of 
confidence came from Shawn 
Dyer’s having played and 
performed in big games—the 
year before, he scored 30 
in a national semifinal. So 
when you have two veteran 
guys like that, who both had 
success under the microscope, 
you know you can play with 
anybody on a national level.”

The Hawks also possessed a 
legitimate low-post presence in 
junior forward Daddy Ugbede, 
a transfer from Drake; a core 
of experienced, battle-tested 
holdovers from the previous 
year’s 24-5 team; and a bond 
that enabled them to weather 
adversity of every sort.

“Right from the start, we had 
chemistry,” said junior guard 

Brandon Norfleet. “We were 
definitely a close-knit team. 
We did everything off the 
court together, so it made it 
that much easier for us to 
connect on the court. When 
you have chemistry like that 
and everybody has fun playing 
together, then you can do 
something special.”

Like pile up 31 victories—a total 
exceeded only by Lombardi’s 
2009-10 team, also a national 
runner-up—and blossom into 
an indomitable force come 
playoff time.

“I’m a big believer that 
chemistry is a big reason why 
some teams really evolve 
during the course of the 
season and actually peak in 
March,” Lombardi said. “This 
team had guys on it who 

had a selflessness, who were 
committed to each other, who 
were going to grow closer 
through the ups and downs 
that come along.”

The Hawks were unbowed 
even after taking a veritable 
dagger to the heart in the PSAC 
championship game. They 
squandered a late five-point 
lead and lost 69-66 to Gannon 
when Girbran Smith buried a 
three-pointer with 2.4 seconds 
left.

“We were just so hurt after that 
game,” Dyer said. “Tears in the 
locker room, anger, frustration, 
all these emotions, because we 
felt like we let one slip away. 
But we used that as motivation, 
as fuel, and we found another 
gear.”

The resurgent Hawks 
dispatched Glenville State, 

Slippery Rock, and host West 
Liberty in the Atlantic Region 
tournament. The top-seeded 
Hilltoppers had ousted IUP 
from the NCAAs three times 
since 2011 and won 119 of 
their last 123 home games, but 
the Hawks scoffed at the odds 

Ascent   
  to the

By Bob Fulton

Top 10 IUP Teams by Wins
Record Year Coach Postseason
33-3 2009-2010 Joe Lombardi NCAA tournament, final
31-7 2014-2015 Joe Lombardi NCAA tournament, final
29-2 1994-1995 Kurt Kanaskie NCAA tournament, semifinals
28-5 2001-2002 Gary Edwards NCAA tournament, semifinals
27-3 1993-1994 Kurt Kanaskie NCAA tournament, quarterfinals
26-6 2012-2013 Joe Lombardi NCAA tournament, Sweet 16
26-6 2010-2011 Joe Lombardi NCAA tournament, Sweet 16
25-3 1957-1958 Peck McKnight NAIA tournament, Sweet 16
25-8 1999-2000 Gary Edwards NCAA tournament, quarterfinals
24-4* 1970-1971 Carl Davis NAIA tournament, Sweet 16

*Three other teams also recorded 24 wins, but those teams lost more games.

K
EI

TH
 B

o
YE

R

against them and prevailed 
77-74 in a hostile environment 
to capture the regional title. 
Norfleet sank the game-
winning three-pointer with 
7.4 seconds left, and Dyer, in a 
joyous homecoming, poured in 
23 points to earn tournament 
Most Outstanding Player 
honors and propel IUP into the 
Elite Eight.

“We were the underdogs 
coming into that game, and 
we knew nobody expected 
us to actually win it,” Chance 
said. “But winning the way 
that we did—with a good 
amount of poise, taking care 
of the basketball, maximizing 
possessions offensively, and 
getting stops defensively—we 
knew if we could continue to 
play like that, we had a chance 
to win the national title.”

The Hawks maintained their 
momentum in Evansville, 
vanquishing Azusa Pacific 
(69-65) in the quarterfinals 
and Tarleton State (72-68) 
in the semifinals to secure a 
championship game berth 
opposite Florida Southern. 
Alas, the Mocs quickly dashed 
their dreams of Division II 
supremacy. Behind long-range 
marksman Kevin Capers, 
Florida Southern canned its 
first seven three-point attempts 
and bolted into a double-digit 
lead. The Hawks were reeling 
even before CBS went to its first 
commercial break.

“That wasn’t the first time this 
season a team came out hot on 
us, but eventually we got stops 
and they cooled off,” Chance 

said. “No one got worried, 
because we were a good come-
from-behind team. But that 
team just never cooled off.”

The Hawks were unable to 
make up much ground against 
an opponent exhibiting such 
a torrid touch. They closed 
the gap to six points early in 
the second half, but Florida 
Southern soon regained 
command with an 11-2 run and 
was never threatened again.

“It hurts losing any 
championship game, because 
you work so hard to get to that 
point,” Norfleet said. “But at the 
end of the year, there are only 
two teams playing, and to be 
one of them, to accomplish that, 
feels great.”

Yes, the Hawks might 
have been losers on the 
scoreboard, but by reaching the 
mountaintop, they were able 
to savor a view few teams ever 
behold. 

“It was gratifying to lead a 
group of young men on a 
journey to live their dream, 
to provide this shining 
moment not only to IUP, but 
to the alumni and the Indiana 
community,” Lombardi said. 
“That’s a very fulfilling reward 
in itself. We all like to hope that 
someday we can be the last 
one standing. But at the end of 
the journey, we appreciate the 
opportunity to share in that 
moment with not only people 
who care about IUP basketball, 
but people who care about and 
have a great sense of pride in 
IUP as an institution.” m

The Hawks had an 
NCAA championship 
game veteran in Shawn 
Dyer, a transfer from 
West Liberty.Summit
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Junior guard 
Brandon Norfleet 
on the offensive



Seven recipients 
were honored 
in April with 
Distinguished 
Alumni Awards at 
a gala sponsored 
by the IUP Alumni 
Association. Find a 
full story about each 
recipient at www.
iup.edu/alumni/
distinguished. 

Recipient of the Distinguished Alumni Award 
for Service, Sue McMurdy ’78 has played a 
significant volunteer role at IUP. As a board 
member of the Foundation for IUP and in 
advisory capacities with the Eberly College of 
Business and Information Technology and the 
College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics, 
she has taken a special interest in advancing 
opportunities for women. After nearly three 
decades in banking, McMurdy retired in 
2012 as executive vice president and chief 
information officer at First Commonwealth 
Financial Corporation and is now an executive 
advisor for the strategic advisory firm Endeavor 
Management. 

Last year, Ed Bouchette ’73 was selected by 
the Professional Football Writers of America 
to receive the National Football League Hall 
of Fame’s Dick McCann Award—equivalent 
in pro football journalism to the Pulitzer Prize 
or Heisman Trophy. For a decade after his IUP 
graduation, Bouchette made the rounds of 
Pennsylvania newsrooms, finally settling in at 
the sports desk of the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. 
He has covered 30 Super Bowls, and his work 
has appeared in Sports Illustrated and Pro 
Football Weekly and in the two books he has 
written. He is also a longtime member of the 
NFL Hall of Fame Selection Committee.

A retired lieutenant colonel in the US Army, 
Barry Gasdek ’64 has received many awards 
in his lifetime, including the Distinguished 
Service Cross while commanding an infantry 
company in Vietnam. During the course of 
his military career, he was also awarded two 
Purple Hearts, the Silver Star, the Legion of 
Merit, and five Bronze Stars. Although he 
lives in Wyoming, Gasdek maintains close 
ties to IUP, where he has endowed several 
scholarships. In 2012, he was inducted into the 
IUP Athletic Hall of Fame and a year later was 
the first inductee into the university’s ROTC 
Hall of Fame for Excellence.

In the years since receiving her bachelor’s 
degree from IUP and her commission in 
the Army Nurse Corps, Denise Hopkins-
Chadwick ’87 has earned two master’s 
degrees and a PhD, garnered numerous 
professional awards, and risen to the rank of 
colonel. Along the way, she has served all over 
the United States and in Germany and has 
been deployed to Iraq. Today, she is dean of the 
Academy of Health Sciences, Army Medical 
Department Center and School, at Fort Sam 
Houston, Texas. As a researcher and presenter, 
she has focused on issues women face in the 
military, including what they experience 
when deployed.

For more than 30 years, David Tyler ’72 has 
been a faculty member in the Department of 
Statistics at Rutgers University; for more than 
a third of that time, he has carried the title 
Distinguished Professor. The recipient of a PhD 
from Princeton and two masters’ degrees, he 
has achieved a global reputation in the field 
of statistics, serving as a visiting professor on 
several continents and as an invited speaker 
to more than 45 international conferences. 
He has also served as the associate editor and 
guest editor of a number of academic journals 
and has been the recipient of numerous grants 
and fellowships.

Despite holding three high-profile positions 
at once, Doug Kupas ’86 still has managed 
to serve for two decades as medical director 
of Danville’s local ambulance service and to 
be a den leader with the Boy Scouts. His job 
titles include associate chief academic officer 
for Simulation and Medical Education in the 
Geisinger Health System and assistant dean 
for Medical Student Affairs and associate 
professor of emergency medicine at the Temple 
University School of Medicine at Geisinger. 
As commonwealth EMS medical director in 
the Bureau of Emergency Medical Services of 
Pennsylvania’s Department of Health, he has 
helped develop landmark statewide treatment 
protocols.

As senior vice president, Global Human 
Resources, Cecile Kelley Perich ’74 
helped McCormick and Company achieve 
designation by Fortune magazine as one 
of the “100 Best Companies to Work For.” In 
addition to her ongoing position with the 
world’s foremost spice and flavor corporation, 
she also provides leadership to charitable 
organizations associated with debilitating 
diseases, serving as national board chair of the 
Arthritis Foundation and as a national board 
member of the Alzheimer’s Association. Her 
success as a role model for young women has 
been recognized with awards from the YMCA 
of Greater Baltimore and the Girl Scouts of 
Central Maryland.

2015
Distinguished

Alumni
Awards
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Someday, she’ll teach your children.  
You want the best for them, right?
Two jobs. Eighteen credits. Three ensembles. No more time.

Music education major Tory Dellafiora is required to take private lessons and 
participate in performance ensembles so that she gains the best understanding of 
music and best teaching practices. Practicing instruments takes time; rehearsal 
takes time; performing takes time; classes and homework take time.

To finance her education, Tory already works two part-time jobs, but she’s grateful 
to have the Sutton Scholarship as part of her financial mix. If it weren’t for the 
scholarship, she’d have to find a third job—and would have no time whatsoever to do 
the things that will make her the best music teacher.

Your gift to the Sutton Scholarship is an investment in Tory and her generation 
of teachers, scientists, counselors, artists, linguists, psychologists, nutritionists, 
anthropologists, nurses, land-use managers, ecologists, respiratory therapists, 
journalists, accountants, and—well, you name it.

Invest in the future through the Sutton Scholarship. www.iup.edu/giveagift
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NAMEDRoPPERS

Just months ago, Ryan 
Uhl thought he had 
his future mapped out. 
He was going to play 

his final season on the IUP 
baseball team, finish his degree 
in finance, and find a job in the 
insurance field.

Then a funny thing happened: 
On his first swing of his first 
at bat of his first game of the 
season, Uhl hit a home run. It 
was the first of many home runs 
he would hit, and it proved to 
be life changing for the slugging 
first baseman. Four months 
later, Uhl became a professional 
baseball player and headed to 
the Pacific Northwest to fulfill 
his childhood dream.

“It was pure joy,” he said of his 
final semester of college. “I’m 
now living out my fantasy. It’s 
all been awesome.”

With a monster season on the 
diamond, Uhl went from being 
an ordinary college student 
with modest dreams to an 
extraordinary talent receiving 
major attention. The journey 
culminated in June, when the 
Seattle Mariners made him 
their seventh-round selection 
in the amateur baseball draft.

“It’s been a lot to take in,” he 
said. “But it’s been great.”

During his senior campaign 
with the Crimson Hawks, Uhl 
had a season for the ages. A year 
after hitting only one home 
run all season, he clubbed a 
stunning 29 of them, 16 more 
than any player in IUP history. 
He also finished with 74 runs 
batted in, 12 more than the 
previous season high. And 
when the season ended, Uhl 
won a slew of awards in the 
conference, region, and nation.

Along the way, he had some 
batting lines that leaped off 
the stat sheet: Against Slippery 
Rock in March, he went three 
for four and hit two home 
runs; a day later, also against 

the Rock, Uhl went three for 
four with two more homers 
and six RBIs. In April, against 
Pitt-Johnstown, Uhl went 
three for three, clubbed three 
home runs, drove in eight runs, 
and was intentionally walked 
twice. And in a doubleheader 
against Bloomsburg, he went 
a combined four for seven, 
crushed four home runs, and 
drove in 10 runs.

Uhl’s batting average actually 
went up as the season 
progressed, from .290 through 
21 games to .415 after 44. “My 
confidence was just growing as 
the season went on,” he said. 
“When you have success, you 
start to expect success, and 
that’s what happened to me.”

Uhl’s monster season gave him 
all sorts of media attention, and 
pro scouts started to take notice. 
Many teams dispatched their 
staffs to check out the 6-foot-6, 
230-pounder and his prodigious 
swing. In the days leading up 
to the draft, a handful of teams 

invited Uhl to work out at their 
home facilities. Along with IUP 
coach Jeff Ditch, he visited 
with the Atlanta Braves, Kansas 
City Royals, Chicago Cubs, 
Cincinnati Reds, and finally the 
Mariners. He took swings in 
major league ballparks and hit 
several balls over the fence in 
front of those teams’ scouts and 
front office staffs.

Then came the draft in June, 
and Uhl watched as the names 
of each selection popped up 
on his computer screen. In the 
sixth round, the Mariners called 
and said they would pick him 
during their turn in the next 
round.

“It was really hectic,” he said. “I 
was watching with my family, 
and it was nerve-racking. I 
knew [the Mariners] were 
interested, but I didn’t know 
where I’d end up.”

When Uhl saw his name 
appear on his computer screen, 
he knew his life would never be 

the same. Less than a week after 
being drafted, he signed his 
professional contract and was 
shipped to the Mariners’ Class A 
affiliate in Everett, Washington. 

That’s a long way from where 
he started. In high school at St. 
Marys, Uhl wasn’t that highly 
recruited, but he caught Ditch’s 
eye. After a campus visit in the 
spring of his senior year, he 
knew where he wanted to go to 
college.

“I really liked the campus. It 
was a beautiful place to be,” 
he said. “But Coach Ditch was 
the deciding factor. He meant 
everything. He’s a great leader, 
and he laid the groundwork for 
who I am today.”

Uhl doesn’t know where his 
baseball journey will take him. 
But for a guy who had never 
been west of Illinois before this 
spring, playing minor league 
baseball in Seattle seems to fit 
right in with the other surprises 
this year. 

“I’m just trying to go out and 
enjoy it all,” he said. “I just want 
to take it all in and play good 
baseball.”

Spring Highlights 
A year after a disappointing 
finish under new coach Tom 
McConnell, the women’s 
basketball team bounced back 
with one of the best seasons 
in school history. Led by 
PSAC West Player of the Year 
Lindsay Stamp, the Crimson 
Hawks won the PSAC West 
title, advanced to the NCAA 
tournament, and finished with 
a 25-4 record.

Last spring was another 
spectacular season for the 
women’s tennis team. For the 
fifth straight year, IUP played in 
the PSAC championship match 
and advanced to the round of 
16 at the NCAA tournament. 
Senior Tanya Timko was 
named PSAC West Player of 

the Year, as well as a College 
Sports Information Directors 
of America and Capital One 
academic All-American. She 
also set the IUP career record 
for wins, with 189.

The men’s golf team completed 
another solid season under 
longtime coach Fred Joseph. 
At the Atlantic Regional 
tournament, Kenneth Sames 
claimed top individual honors, 
and the Crimson Hawks placed 
second in team standings. IUP 
went on to place 13th in the 
NCAA tournament. At the 
end of the season, Joseph was 
named the region’s Coach of 
the Year, and Sames was named 
PSAC Player of the Year. 

Hall of Fame 
The IUP Athletic Hall of 
Fame will honor 14 former 
student-athletes at the 
annual induction ceremony 
September 12 at the Kovalchick 
Convention and Athletic 
Complex. The reception will 
start at 10:45 a.m., followed by 
the ceremony at 11:30.

The inductees represent eight 
varsity sports, with careers 
spanning the 1950s to the 
early 2000s. It is one of the 
youngest classes to go into the 
hall of fame, with six honorees 
graduating after 2000.

They are Jason Bullock ’96 
and Wes Layton ’02, men’s 

basketball; Sarah Zdesar 
McKinney’05, M’10, women’s 
basketball; Robert Green ’54, 
Barry Lippencott ’67, Darren 
Cottrill ’88, Stan Celich ’90, 
Scott Woods ’94, and Jeff 
Turnage ’95, M’96, football; 
Ryan Sikora ’01, golf; Angela 
Hileman ’02, softball; Julie 
Bober Moore ’01, swimming; 
David Medvetz ’86, track 
and field; and Lacey George 
Gibson ’05, volleyball. 

The honorary Bell Ringer 
Award will be presented to 
Gene Bicego M’73, a former 
volunteer football coach who 
spent 24 seasons at IUP.

The group will also be honored 
at halftime of IUP’s football 
game against Kutztown.

 Rubbing Elbows 
Marita Mathe’s basketball 
playing career ended in March, 
but her coaching career is just 
beginning.

Mathe, IUP’s starting point 
guard, was chosen for the 
program So You Want to Be 
a Coach, held in Tampa in 
conjunction with the women’s 
NCAA Division I Final Four 
in April. Run by the Women’s 
Basketball Coaches Association, 
the program allows aspiring 
coaches to learn the ropes from 
those already working in the 
business.

“I just don’t want this to be the 
end of my career,” Mathe told 
the Indiana Gazette. “I want to 
still be a part of basketball.”

Alumni Notes 
A former draft pick of the 
NFL’s Dallas Cowboys, 
Akwasi Owusu-Ansah ’14 
has landed in the Canadian 

BY MATTHEW BURGlUND

The Seattle Mariners drafted IUP’s Ryan Uhl in the seventh round of 
the amateur baseball draft in June.

Lindsay Stamp led the women’s basketball team to one of its best 
seasons in school history.

An academic All-American, Tanya Timko set the IUP career record 
for wins, with 189.

Marita Mathe took part in a 
spring program for aspiring 
coaches.
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For up-to-the-minute news on IUP sports,
visit www.iupathletics.com. There you’ll 

find all the latest news Namedroppers can’t 
bring you because of deadline constraints.

Football League after signing 
a contract with the Montreal 
Alouettes. Brock DeCicco, 
who transferred to IUP before 
last football season, made 
the most of his one year of 
eligibility, turning enough 
heads to earn tryouts in May 
with the Tennessee Titans 
and Jacksonville Jaguars. A 
three-time finisher in the US 
Olympic marathon trials, Mary 
Alico ’89 was inducted into the 
Pittsburgh Marathon Hall of 
Fame. Now living in Colorado, 
she continues to compete and 
placed fourth in the over-40 
division of the 2012 US Cross 
Country Championships. 
Former women’s basketball 
player Jessica Wallace ’14 
landed a spot as assistant coach 
at Simon Fraser University in 

Burnaby, British Columbia. A 
native of Vanderhoof, she was 
a graduate assistant coach with 
IUP last season. m
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The business of a university is more than the business of 
education. Two recent developments speak to the powerful 
influence IUP has on community well-being, apart from the 
awarding of degrees.

Conducted by accounting firm Baker Tilly Virchow Krause, a 
recent economic impact study concluded that the 14 universities 
of Pennsylvania’s State System of Higher Education have a 
$6.7-billion impact on the commonwealth. IUP has a total impact of 
$636,938,964 on Pennsylvania’s economic well-being. 

The study examined expenditures under the headings of 
institutional, faculty and staff employment, student, and capital, in 
addition to other factors, and concluded that every dollar invested in 
IUP through commonwealth appropriations yields a return of $12.16 
in total impact.

The average impact of the 14 State System universities is 
$310.2 million, with 4,400 external jobs supported. The other 
universities in the System are Bloomsburg, California, Cheyney, 
Clarion, East Stroudsburg, Edinboro, Kutztown, Lock Haven, 
Mansfield, Millersville, Slippery Rock, Shippensburg, and West 
Chester.

Reverberations

An artist’s rendering of the Hilton Garden Inn 
expected to open in summer 2016 next to the 
Kovalchick Convention and Athletic Complex. 
At right is the construction site, just west of 
Wayne Avenue, as it appeared in June.

New Hotel Highlights IUP’s Economic Impact
By Regan Houser

On the heels of the study’s release, IUP announced that a new 
hotel would be constructed next to the Kovalchick Convention and 
Athletic Complex along Wayne Avenue. 

Ground was broken at the end of April for the six-story, 128-room 
Hilton Garden Inn. It will have a full-service restaurant and 
meeting and reception space that complements what already is 
offered at the Kovalchick Complex. A private enterprise, the hotel 
is being developed by Fiore Brothers Management, of Altoona, and 
Hospitality Asset Management Company, of State College.

Emblematic of a portion of the university’s new strategic plan, 
specifically Goal 4 (strengthen IUP’s value to local, state, and global 
partners), the addition of the hotel is a boon to Indiana, according 
to Cornelius Wooten, IUP’s vice president for Administration and 
Finance. It’s the kind of activity that helps keep the area’s economy 
healthy, thereby making a more attractive environment for new 
students while enhancing what alumni recall as a nice community.

“We expect the hotel will increase the Kovalchick Complex’s 
conference business by more than 15 percent,” Wooten said. “The 
addition of this hotel certainly could attract more businesses to the 
Wayne Avenue corridor.”

The hotel will open in summer 2016. In 2013-
14, the Kovalchick Complex hosted 407 events 
attended by 167,000 patrons, including guests at 
IUP’s commencement ceremonies, Homecoming, 
basketball and volleyball games, concerts, and 
trade shows.

Wooten said the $17-million construction project 
itself creates an economic impact. And after 
opening, the hotel will generate roughly 50 new 
jobs.

“IUP is an important institution within the 
State System, but we are a really good neighbor 
locally,” Wooten said. “We are, in fact, a great 
economic driver with many resources that help 
the community, and we are the largest employer 
in Indiana County. That makes us a significant 
player and strong partner in the region.” m

“We expect the hotel will 
increase the Kovalchick 
Complex’s conference 
business by more than 
15 percent.” 
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Cornelius Wooten, IUP’s vice president 
for Administration and Finance, spoke 
at the groundbreaking in April.

K
EI

TH
 B

o
YE

R

K
EI

TH
 B

o
YE

R



WWW.IUP.EDU/MAGAZINE 27WWW.IUP.EDU/MAGAZINE26

ALL ABOUT AlUMNI
1940s
A retired teacher from the 
Lakeview School District, Edith 
Everitt Myers ’46 wrote that, 
at age 90, she is still active 
on the boards of two Mercer 
County organizations, the 
Community Counseling Center 
and the Children’s Aid Society. 
She is a past national president 
of the Home Economics 
and Secondary Education 
divisions of the American 
Vocational Association, now 
the Association for Career and 
Technical Education.

1950s
For more than 50 years, Jean 
Bushyager Lowry ’54 and 
her husband, Jack, have 
owned Lowry and Company, 
a wholesale nursery sales 
firm they established in 1964 
in Phoenix, Maryland. Jean 
is a five-star member of the 
National Garden Clubs, a 
designation that recognizes 
her master status in each of the 
organization’s four schools.

Retired choral director Philip 
Cavanaugh ’55 auditioned 
for and was accepted into 
the King’s Counterpoint, a 
professional vocal ensemble 
based in Charleston, South 
Carolina. Philip began his 
career in Pennsylvania public 
schools and later took on 
teaching and directing roles at 
the University of Pittsburgh, 
the Chinese University of 
Hong Kong, and Skidmore 
College in upstate New York. In 
Charleston, he has directed the 
Metropolitan Civic Orchestra, 
guest conducted the Berkeley 
County Youth Orchestra, and 
with his wife, Ruth, sings in the 
Stella Maris Church choir. He 
and Ruth have seven children, 
14 grandchildren, and two 
great-grandchildren.

Martha Bryan Kipp ’55 and 
Donald Kipp ’56 recently 
celebrated their 60th wedding 
anniversary. They were married 

May 28, 1955. Donald and Milly 
live in St. Petersburg, Florida.

1960s
How courts can deal with 
growing caseloads and better 
serve litigants is the subject 
of a new book, Reimagining 
Courts: A Design for the 21st 
Century, by Victor Flango 
’64 and Thomas Clarke. The 
authors suggest organizing 
courts around the types of cases 
they’re designed to handle and 
adopting the concept of the 
litigant as a customer. Victor is 
a retired executive director of 
program resource development 
at the National Center for State 
Courts. The book is available 
through the publisher, Temple 
University Press, and major 
retailers.

Mattie Allen Fair Professor 
in Cancer Research and 
associate vice president for 
Women Faculty Programs 
at the University of Texas 
MD Anderson Cancer Center, 
Elizabeth Latorre Travis 
’65 presented “Confidence: 
Why You Need It, How You 
Get It” to students in the IUP 
College of Natural Sciences 
and Mathematics in April. 
She is a 2011 recipient of the 
Distinguished Alumni Award.

Fifty years after they entered 
Indiana State College, a group 
of friends reunited for two days 
in April. The first day, Marilyn 
Jerich Dunn, Jeanne 
Flynn Fetterman, Carolyn 
Arrigan Flavin, Sharon 
Moore Graziano, and Gloria 
Delligatti Tershel, all of the 
Class of 1968, took a tour of the 
IUP campus. The following day, 
Polly Sinkus Rigo ’67 hosted 
a luncheon at her home in 
Whitehall and welcomed five 
more friends, Chris DeNoon 
Bergman ’67, Joanne 
Ruscetti Progar ’67, Patty 
Lowe Bohonak ’68, Mary 
Ellen Carletto Brancolini ’68, 
and Linda Pelc Redmerski 
’69. See photos from their get-

together on the Alumni Extra 
website. Those interested in 
joining the group should send 
e-mail to Carolyn at caf1125@
aol.com.

The South Carolina Foreign 
Language Teachers Association 
gave its Lifetime Achievement 
Award to Bruce Byers ’69. 
Aside from his work as chair 
of the Division of Modern 
Language and Literature at 
Bob Jones University, Bruce 
has taught French to American 
businessmen at Michelin 
and English to newcomers 
to the United States. He has 
participated in mission trips 
to Quebec and Haiti and has 
translated many sermons into 
French for radio broadcasts. 
Bruce has also co-written two 
French textbooks, published 
several articles, and recently 
proposed a new French major at 
his university.

1970s
Gail Angelo Campbell ’70 
recently took on an executive 
leadership position with 
Booz Allen Hamilton in the 
Business Development Center 
of Excellence. Known as Cat 
to friends and colleagues, she 
is also a deacon at Vienna 
Presbyterian Church. Cat lives 
in Virginia with her husband, 
Harry.

Ashbel Smith Professor of 
Geospatial Information 
Sciences at the University of 
Texas at Dallas, Daniel Griffith 
’70, M’72 was elected a fellow 
of the American Statistical 
Association. The fellowship 
honors his contributions to the 
theory and practice of spatial 
statistical analysis and the 
spread of these methods in 
geography and environmental 
science through research, 
teaching, and editorial 
endeavors. The ASA bestows 
the designation on no more 
than one-third of 1 percent 
of the group’s membership 
each year. Dan has received 
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numerous honors in his field, 
including awards through 
the Fulbright Program and 
the John Simon Guggenheim 
Memorial Foundation. He also 
chairs the International Spatial 
Accuracy Research Association 
steering committee. At IUP, 
Dan received the Distinguished 
Alumni Award in 1982 and an 
honorary doctorate in 2006.

After 23 years of service 
to the Commonwealth of 
Pennsylvania, Barbara 
Berkoff Bloom ’71 retired in 
March of last year.

Kathleen Burger Kitner ’71, 
M’77 retired from the Peters 
Township School District in 
Washington County after 41 
years of teaching in the art field.

The Texas affiliate of the 
American Association of 
Family and Consumer 
Sciences presented Barbara 
Nehrig Allison ’72 with the 
Professional of the Year award. 
Barbara is an associate professor 
in the Family and Consumer 
Sciences Education program 
at Texas Tech University in 
Lubbock. She coordinates the 
student teaching program, 

advises the association’s 
student group at Texas Tech, 
and teaches undergraduate and 
graduate classes. The award is 
the highest honor the AAFCS 
gives. 

A group of friends from the 
1970s held an informal reunion 
in Indiana in September. 
The weekend included golf, 
touring the campus, exploring 
the Hadley Union Building, 
shopping, and visiting local 
watering spots, old and new. 
It concluded with dinner at 
Bruno’s. Those who attended 
were Ralph Barone ’73, 
George Bender ’73, Gary 
Cleaver ’73, Bob Davic ’73, 
M’77, Mickey Fazio ’73, Jim 
Griffith ’73, John Kostka 
’73, Tom Listwak ’73, John 
Shaffer ’73, Bob Young ’73, 
Paul Beam ’74, Charlie 
Morgan ’75, Fred Gagliardi, 
Chuck Roy, and Charlie Parke. A 
group photo appears in Alumni 
Extra. Plans are under way for 
a September gathering. Fellow 
graduates are encouraged to 
contact George at benderg@
zoominternet.net or Paul at 
pbeam1417@comcast.net for 
details.

Writing as P. J. Wendelken, 
Pamela McElroy Wendelken 
’74 recently had her first book 
published. Mont, released by 
eLectio Publishing in January, 
is based on the life of her uncle 
Mont Bishop as he grew up 
in rural Pennsylvania before 
World War I. The book is 
available through the publisher 
and major retailers.

Cheryl Sprenkle Weyant ’74 
retired in 2013 as elementary 
reading supervisor in the 
Hempfield School District in 
Lancaster County. She married 
Steven Rearich in April.

A biologist at environmental 
consulting firm Normandeau 
Associates, Steven Kauffman 
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North Star High School 
in Somerset County 
recently honored Herb 
Moore ’67 for 50 years 
of officiating high school 
basketball, believed to be 
a Pennsylvania record 
for an active varsity 
official. A former IUP 
player, Herb has been a 
licensed Pennsylvania 
Interscholastic Athletic 
Association official for 
baseball (40 years) as 
well as basketball. In that 
time, he has officiated 
more than 3,000 games 
in nine counties and 39 
school districts. Even 
after hip-replacement 
surgery in 2010, Herb 
was back on the floor in 
two months to officiate a 
junior high doubleheader. 
Herb retired from Shade 
Central City High School 
after teaching business, 
drivers’ education, and 
social studies and coaching 
basketball and football 
for 37 years. His mother, 
Dorothy Daniels Moore 
’42, also taught more than 
37 years. 
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east of Indiana. She and her 
husband, Gary Zuchelli ’76, 
live in Greensburg and have 
two children, Steven and 
Alanna, both of whom are 
attorneys.

Media relations manager for 
Duquesne University, Karen 
Ferrick-Roman ’77 received 
her doctorate in educational 
leadership from Duquesne in 
December. Her dissertation, 
“The New Endangered Species: 
Community-Anchoring Public 
Schools,” focused on the 
relationship between schools 
and communities, the impact 
of school closure, and how 
schools might be reused in 
underserved communities. 
She also gave a tabletop 
presentation on the dissertation 
for the University Council of 
Educational Administration 
Center for Educational 
Leadership and Social Justice. 
Karen lives in Beaver Falls and 
is active as director of student 
and university relations for the 
International Association of 
Business Communicators and 
as a volunteer with Rochester 
Public Library.

After more than 21 years of 
helping other people retire, 
Louis Montanti ’78 is 
now charting a new course 
himself. The former executive 
vice president of marketing 
for Mutual of America Life 
Insurance Company was also 
recently elected to the board 
of directors of the Robert F. 
Kennedy Children’s Action 
Corps, a social service agency 
in Boston. He lives in Gibsonia 
with his wife, Kristin, and 
daughter, Elizabeth.

After a 35-year career in the 
criminology field and 26 years 
with BNY Mellon, Daniel 
Doyle ’79 retired this year. 
He and his wife of 32 years, 
Joanne, are looking forward to 
spending time at their home 
in Pittsburgh, their cabin in 
the Allegheny National Forest, 
and their favorite South Jersey 
Shore towns.

A shareholder in the Dallas 
office of Littler, a global 
employment and labor law 
practice, Sherry Travers ’79 
was recognized for her service 
to the community through a 
local leadership development 

program. The Leadership 
Dallas Alumni Association, a 
program of the Dallas Regional 
Chamber, gave Sherry the Class 
Representative Outstanding 
Service award. Active in the 
LDAA, Sherry is vice chair of 
the Outreach and Volunteerism 
Committee. She is also a 
member of the chamber’s Board 
of Advisors and is Littler’s 
chamber liaison for the Dallas 
office.

1980s
Cofounder and CEO of Veracyte, 
Bonnie Harbison Anderson 
’80 made Fast Company’s “The 
100 Most Creative People in 
Business, 2015.” Veracyte, a 
molecular diagnostics company 
that works to eliminate 
unnecessary procedures, 
developed a biopsy that has 
saved more than 15,000 patients 
from having their thyroid 
removed. Veracyte also has 
developed a similar test for 
lung cancer. Bonnie is a 2012 
recipient of the Distinguished 
Alumni Award.

Alumnae friends who gathered 
in Avalon, New Jersey, in 
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May included Pat Bailey ’80, 
Cheryl Groves Fluharty 
’81, Renee Bogle Hughes 
’81, Mary Ellen Crum Rhoa 
’82, Debbie Diamond Smit 
’82, Cindy Vallina ’82, Patti 
Bogle Lyons ’83, Leslie Rott 
’83, Kathy Topoleski Shegda 

’83, Kim Munson ’84, and 
Mary Lynn Schunder. A 
group photo appears on the 
Alumni Extra website.

Sigma Nu fraternity member 
Jim (Huck) Hanulik ’81 
hopes someone knows the 

During the holidays, Ted Skolits ’74 
and his three brothers performed a Blues 
Brothers tribute in The Villages, Florida, 
where Ted now lives. The sold-out 
show raised $8,500 for the Children of 
Ocala National Forest, and the brothers 
were invited for a return performance 
the weekend of Valentine’s Day 2016. 
Employed by J. P. Morgan in New York City 
for more than 20 years, Ted also worked 
weekends as a musician, performing 
mostly in central New Jersey. After his IUP 
graduation, Ted toured with a show led 
by Brooks Paxton ’69 for two-and-a-half 
years. 

In March, Donna Murtha ’79 christened the John P. 
Murtha (LPD 26) in Pascagoula, Mississippi. The Navy ship 
is named for Donna’s late father, who served in Congress 
for 36 years and the Marines for 37. Donna said she was 
preceded on campus by her paternal great-grandfather and 
her grandmother, graduates of the Normal School and the 
Teachers College, respectively. She retired in 2012 after 32 
years of teaching in grades kindergarten through six. An 
active volunteer in her Virginia community, Donna teaches 
English as a second language at the public library, works at 
a no-kill animal shelter, and delivers Meals on Wheels. She 
said she continues to travel and make lifelong friends; she 
has journeyed to Australia, New Zealand, Fiji, and the Grand 
Canyon. 

From left: Steve, John, Robert, and Ted 
Skolits
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’76 recently completed a 
two-week study of Chinook 
salmon at Ice Harbor Dam 
in Washington state. Steve 
recommends traveling to 
nearby Pasco for what he 
considers the best Mexican food 
in the country. “The salmon are 
tasty, too,” he said. Steve lives in 
Holtwood, Lancaster County.

Serving IUP as director of 
bands for 25 years, Jack Stamp 
’76 retired at the end of the 
spring semester. The Music 
Department marked the event 
with a weekend of concerts 
featuring the Symphony Band, 
Concert Band, Wind Ensemble, 
and Keystone Wind Ensemble, 
as well as the world premiere 
of “A Jack Stamp Suite.” Jack 
received IUP’s Distinguished 
Alumni Award in 1996 and 
was named Distinguished 
University Professor in 2007. 

After 39 years in education, 
Alyce Calderone Zuchelli 
’76, M’79 retired in June. She 
started her teaching career at St. 
Bernard School in Indiana and 
went on to work for 37 years as 
an elementary teacher in the 
Penns Manor School District, 

Sherri Shaffer Carr ’80 (right) and Nancy Parolari 
Francis ’80, M’82 met as students in IUP’s Home Economics 
Education program. They shared a dorm, Wallace Hall, and 
later a house in Indiana along with four other women. Now, 
nearly 40 years later, Sherri and Nancy—together—have 
reached the top echelon of consultants for Pampered Chef, 
a global company specializing in kitchen tools and food 
products. They both have earned the title of national executive 
director, based on the success of the recruits they helped 
develop and the sales production of their teams. The company 
has only 24 national executive directors, illustrating the 
significance of the feat, and annual incomes at this level reach 
up to $600,000.

Neither alumna intended to enter a career with the company. 
Sherri taught briefly in New Mexico but moved frequently 
as her husband, Wayne Carr ’80, was promoted with Amoco 
Production Company, now BP. A mother of four, she began 
hosting Pampered Chef parties to acquire products and earn 
extra income. As she invited others to try it out, her team 
of consultants and team sales grew. “What I found was an 
amazing opportunity, for me, and for me to help other women 
have it all,” Sherri said, explaining that consultants can parent 
full-time, travel for free, and work as much as they want.

Among those Sherri invited was her college friend Nancy. 
A former home economics teacher, extension agent, and 
community college administrator at a Naval base in Spain, 
Nancy had recently returned to the United States with her 
husband, Joseph Francis M’82, a psychologist in the Navy, 
and two daughters. “I was looking for something that allowed 
me to stay at home with my daughters while they were young 
but was flexible enough to transfer with me each time we 
moved,” she said. “I also needed a way to meet new people.”

After more than 20 years with the company, Sherri and Nancy 
continue to host cooking parties and support and lead their 
teams. As national executive directors, they also work directly 
with Pampered Chef administrators on strategic planning. 
During their off time, they often vacation together along with 
their families, compliments of yearly incentive trips. “Sherri 
and I feel very blessed that IUP brought us together with 
a solid education that led to an incredible friendship and 
business,” Nancy said.
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to Zambia’s Official Language 
Advisory Commission. David 
is now a part-time instructor of 
rhetoric and linguistics at the 
University of Georgia. He and 
his wife, Madonna, have two 
sons and three grandchildren. 

Anita Loniero Doncaster 
’83 was named vice president, 
manager of client experience, 
at Wells Fargo Institutional 
Retirement and Trust. She lives 
in Charlotte, North Carolina, 
with her husband, Jim, and 
daughter, Emma. Anita was 
previously a partner and sales 
leader at human resources 
consulting firm Aon Hewitt.

A partner with turnaround 
consulting firm 
MorrisAnderson, Mark 
Welch ’84 is working as chief 
restructuring officer at Freedom 
Industries in Charleston, West 
Virginia. His duties include site 
environmental management of 
the Elk River cleanup following 
the chemical spill in January 
2014.

ARRIVAlS
1990s 
To Kerin Baxter Hoffmann 
’96 and Jason Hoffmann, a 
son, Evan Thomas, December 
26, 2014. To Alexandra 
Wasmanski ’96 and James 
Davenport, a son, Luke 
Holden, April 3, 2015. 

2000s 
To Lynn Mullican Evans 
’00 and Donald Evans, a 
daughter, Katelyn Grace, 
January 25, 2015. To Pete 
Pastoria ’02 and Brandi 
Pastoria, a daughter, Zoey 
Anne, October 3, 2014. To 
Rebecca Allison Cribbs ’03 
and John Cribbs, a son, Grant 
James, April 25, 2015. To Matt 
Strausser ’03 and Elizabeth 
Strausser, a son, Lukas 
Matthew, March 12, 2015. To 
Stephanie Rayko Westine 
’03 and Carl Westine, a son, 

Henrik Lawrence, March 6, 
2014. To Shelley Cook Mix 
’06 and Troy Mix, a son, Owen 
Thomas, December 15, 2014. To 
Jessica Lucas Rogers ’08 and 
Patrick Rogers, an adopted son, 
Gabriel, born July 19, 2014, and 

After more than 26 years in 
Washington, DC, Tim Vojtasko 
’85 left for Provincetown, 
Massachusetts, where he’s 
easing into semiretirement as 
the new owner/innkeeper of 
the Snug Cottage Guesthouse. 
His plan is to welcome guests 
during the summer and escape 
to his home in Fort Lauderdale 
during the New England 
winter.

The Allegheny County Police 
Department awarded police 
officer William Gorman 
’87, M’05 a certificate of 
commendation in April for 
saving a nine-month-old child 
from choking. Bill was with the 
Pittsburgh police for 21 years 
before joining the Allegheny 
County department last year.

National Parks Conservation 
Association, a leading national 
park advocacy organization, 
appointed Tim Moyer ’88 as 
chief financial officer. He has 
more than 26 years of finance 
and accounting experience in 
the private and public sectors, 
including in management 
and executive-level positions. 
A certified public accountant, 
Tim joined the Washington, 
DC, association as controller in 
2010. 

In April, the US Air Force 
promoted Kenneth Gornic 
’89 to the rank of colonel in 
the Air Reserve. He was also 
nominated for the Maj. Gen. 
Reginald C. Harmon award 
as Outstanding Air Reserve 
Judge Advocate of the Year. 
He is assigned to the Air 
Force Sustainment Center in 
Oklahoma City but lives on 
the Eastern Shore of Maryland. 
In his civilian capacity, Ken 
is assigned to Fort Meade, 
Maryland, as regional corporate 
counsel for US Army recruiting 
in the Northeast and Mid-
Atlantic.

1990s
Principal of McCormick 
Elementary in the Moon Area 
School District, Julie Lofink 
Moore ’91 received a doctorate 
of education in administrative 
and policy studies from the 
University of Pittsburgh in 
April. A member of the district’s 
administrative staff since 2000, 
she also served as high school 
assistant principal and middle 
school principal. Before that, 
she was a reading specialist in 
the Bethel Park and Fort Cherry 
school districts. She lives in 
Moon Township.

Caldwell University in New 
Jersey appointed Barbara 
Chesler D’93 as vice president 
for academic affairs. Most 
recently, she served as dean 
of the College of Education 
and Health Professions at 
Columbus State University. She 
was also an associate provost 
and associate dean at Coastal 
Carolina University and a 
faculty member at Longwood 
University in Virginia and at 
Clarion.

The 14th Bill Sugra Memorial 
Golf Outing will take place 
August 28 at Green Pond 
Country Club in Bethlehem. 
Employed by Cantor Fitzgerald, 
Bill Sugra ’93 died in the 
September 11, 2001, attacks 
on the World Trade Center. To 
date, the memorial golf outing 
has raised more than $460,000 
for community organizations. 
Learn more at www.
billsugramemorialfund.org. 

Keith Weinhold ’94 is 
founder and host of Get Rich 
Education, an investing show 
available through iTunes and 
Stitcher. The show aims to 
educate listeners on how to 
gain wealth through real estate 
and other investments. Keith 
said majoring in geography 
at IUP and investing in real 
estate were a natural pairing. 
An international investor, he 
owns multifamily apartment 

buildings, single-family homes, 
and agricultural real estate, 
among other properties.

Using footage shot from a 
quadcopter, Bill Amend ’95 
created a video showcasing 
a bird’s-eye view of the IUP 
campus, particularly the Oak 
Grove. The video is shared on 
the Alumni Extra website.

The Council Rock School 
District in Bucks County 
recently appointed Robert 
Fraser ’95 as superintendent. 
He was previously assistant 

superintendent in the West 
Chester Area School District 
and, before that, director of 
curriculum and instruction. 
He also served as principal of 
Fred S. Engle Middle School in 
Chester County.

A former litigation paralegal, 
Erika Meanor Hornyak ’95 
left her job to raise her two 
daughters and pursue a new 
career. A fitness teacher for 
about nine years, she now owns 
a studio in downtown Carnegie. 
Motion on Main offers fitness 
and dance classes for women, 

An assurance partner with PricewaterhouseCoopers in the 
Greater Houston marketplace, Dan Simoni ’94, of Woodlands, 
Texas, returned to Indiana in April to serve as guest speaker 
for the Student Accounting Association’s annual recognition 
dinner. Dan served as vice president of the SAA in 1994. At the 
dinner, SAA faculty advisor Kim Anderson rounded up Dan 
and two other former students from her fall 1992 Intermediate 
Accounting 1 class for the 
above photo. They are, from 
left, Michele McEvoy 
O’Leary ’94, senior manager 
at BDO, Greater Pittsburgh; 
Dan Simoni; Kim Anderson; 
and Gina Creighton 
DeRubeis ’93, Altoona Water 
Authority controller. Also 
at the dinner was Jennifer 
Huff ’14, pictured at right, 
a PricewaterhouseCoopers 
associate from the Houston 
office. Dan hired Jennifer after 
meeting her at the 2012 SAA 
dinner.

two national awards for his 
speechwriting. His client 
roster ranges from executives 
of Fortune 200 corporations 
to entrepreneurs working to 
launch new enterprises. Tim 
is married to Ellen Kelsesky 
Hayes ’82.

The Alumni Association 
of Lander University in 
Greenwood, South Carolina, has 
named David Roberts D’82 
the Distinguished Alumnus 
of the Year. David received 
his bachelor’s degree from 
the university in 1970. He 
was a university researcher 
and professor of rhetoric and 
linguistics for 30 years and 
retired after 14 years at Samford 
University in Birmingham, 
Alabama. A field linguist 
in Zambia, Malawi, and 
Zimbabwe, David learned three 
major Bantu languages spoken 
in East Africa and helped 
pioneer efforts to use computers 
to translate the Bible into 
Bantu. He was also appointed 
by President Kenneth Kaunda 

In his 33 years as band director at Gateway High School in 
Monroeville, Robert Read ’80, M’90 has worked with many 
student teachers from the IUP Music Department. After his 
daughter Stephanie, who lived 21 years with a profound 
handicap, died in 2013, a friend and former student teacher, 
Jeremy Leidhecker ’09, wrote a musical composition 
in her memory for Bob’s wind ensemble. The ensemble 
premiered the work, “Dear Stephanie,” at a concert in March. 
Bob’s daughter Rachel introduced the piece, and his son, 
Brian, joined the ensemble on piano. The composition is “a 
wonderful musical tribute to my daughter, as well as a fine 
piece of musical literature in its own right,” Bob said.

An active arranger and composer for marching bands and 
music programs across the country, Jeremy spent two years 
touring with the seven-time world champion Cavaliers Drum 
and Bugle Corps and served as director of bands for Northern 
High School in the Northern York County district.

Robert Read

Jeremy 
Leidhecker

whereabouts of his fraternity 
pin and his 1977 Kittanning 
High School class ring, which 
went missing from his room in 
the fraternity house before he 
left campus in 1981. “I know it’s 
been a long time, but it would 
be nice to have them both 
returned,” he wrote. See Lost 
and Found, at the end of this 
section, for more details.

Communications designer for 
the University of Pittsburgh’s 
Office of Child Development, 
Michael Tarquinio ’81 
received three Certificates 
of Excellence in the 2014 
American Graphic Design 
Awards competition. This is his 
14th consecutive year to receive 
AGDA awards.

A chance meeting on a cruise 
ship led to the November 
2013 marriage of Raymond 
Haluska ’82 and Thandi 
Tryphinah Nkosi, of Brakpan, 
South Africa. The couple met 
aboard the Carnival Miracle 
when Thandi was working as a 
casino dealer in 2006.

Timothy Hayes ’82 recently 
celebrated the 15th anniversary 
of Tim Hayes Consulting, a 
Pittsburgh-based practice 
providing senior-level writing, 
strategic communications 
counseling, presentation skills 
coaching, culture change 
workshops, and management 
retreat facilitation. A member of 
the Professional Speechwriters 
Association, Tim has won 
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a son, Isaac, January 27, 2015. 
To David Schumacher ’08 
and Traci Schumacher, a son, 
Landon David, September 22, 
2014. 



Two IUP alumni were 
recently awarded for 
outstanding teaching. In 
November, Friendship 
Public Charter Schools in 
Washington, DC, named 
Carlos Richardson ’00 
its Teacher of the Year for 
2014. One teacher was 
chosen from each of the 
system’s eight schools, and 
Carlos was selected for the 
top prize of $15,000. Carlos 
has worked for Friendship 
Collegiate Academy High 
School since 2003 and 
teaches social studies, world 
history, US history, and 
American government. The 

previous year, he received the DC Association of Chartered 
Public Schools’ High School Teacher/Leader of the Year award. 
Teachers are recognized for advancing the organization, using 
data to identify and address issues, and inspiring continued 
academic progress, among other factors.

In April, Maryland’s 
Wheaton & Kensington 
Chamber of Commerce 
honored Matthew O’Neil 
’04 as Wheaton High 
School’s Teacher of the 
Year. Matthew has taught 
physics at the high school, 
located in Silver Spring, for 
nine years. He also advises 
the It’s Academic quiz bowl 
team and serves as assistant 
track coach. He lives in 
Gaithersburg with his 
wife, Ashley Broz O’Neil 
’06. Matthew is pursuing 
a master’s degree at the 
University of Maryland.
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University of Pittsburgh and a 
PhD in civil and environmental 
engineering from Carnegie 
Mellon.

In March, Ramon Riley ’97, 
M’13 had a solo art exhibition, 
Braddock: Coming Home, at 
Unsmoke Systems Artspace 
in Braddock. An art teacher at 
Pine-Richland High School, 
Ramon included works 
by his students, as well as 
students from his alma mater, 
Woodland Hills High School, 
in the exhibition. The show 
was funded by Advancing 
Black Arts in Pittsburgh in 
partnership with the Pittsburgh 
Foundation and the Heinz 
Endowments.

A partner at the Lansdale 
law firm of Rubin, Glickman, 
Steinberg, and Gifford, PC, 
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1970s
Cheryl Sprenkle Weyant 
’74  to Steven Rearich, April 
25, 2015.

1980s
Raymond Haluska ’82 to 
Thandi Tryphinah Nkosi, 
November 27, 2013. 

2000s
Lee Greenfield ’04 to Erik 
Lencioni, March 7, 2015. 
Veronica Smith ’04 to 
Antonio Restivo, March 13, 
2015. Fatima Hassan ’05, 

WEDDINGS
M’07 to Gaddo Olivieri 
’05, M’06, November 29, 
2014. Scott Grandrino ’08 
to Linda Mak, May 2, 2015. 
Melissa Larigan ’08 to 
Julian Blanco, May 13, 2015.

2010s
Kelley Delaney ’11 to 
Ryan Shambaugh ’11, 
October 25, 2014. Jessica 
Hann ’11 to Joshua 
Reynolds, December 27, 2014. 
Steven Cook ’13 to Greta 
Weiss ’13, February 14, 2015. 
Emily Evans ’13 to Jesse 
Blakemore, August 16, 2014.

John Filice ’98 made his 
seventh appearance on the 
Pennsylvania Super Lawyers—
Rising Stars list. Only 2.5 
percent of the state’s attorneys 
are selected for the list. Now 
in his 15th year with the firm, 
John practices in the estate 
planning, estate administration, 
real estate, business formation, 
and civil litigation areas. He 
is a graduate of the University 
of Richmond’s T. C. Williams 
School of Law.

Global infrastructure firm 
Gannett Fleming has 
hired Thomas Whitman 
M’98 as senior consultant, 
environmental health and 
safety services, within the 
Environmental Resources 
Division. He has 27 years of 
industrial experience, including 
in pharmaceutical, food and 
beverage, and waste-to-energy 
operations. A resident of 
New Cumberland, he works 
out of the firm’s corporate 
headquarters in Harrisburg. 

Owner of Gateau Monique 
in Littlestown, Monique 
Washirapunya CA’99 was 
the featured speaker at the 
IUP Academy of Culinary Arts’ 
Toque Day ceremony in May 
for the Baking and Pastry Arts 
program. The event celebrates 
students’ completion of the 
program and acceptance of the 
toque, or chef’s hat. Monique 
worked at Kingsmill Resort 
and L’Auberge Provencale in 
Virginia and Antrim 1844 in 
Maryland before starting her 
bakery. She also teaches baking 
and pastry classes for the 
Adams County Arts Council.

2000s
Edible Flowers, published by 
Main Street Rag in February, 
is the third book of poetry 
for Lucia Cherciu D’00, a 
professor of English at SUNY 
Dutchess in Poughkeepsie. 
The book celebrates writers 
Marin Preda and Nicolae 

Labiş, painter Nicolae Tonitza, 
and others oppressed during 
the Ceauşescu regime in 
Communist Romania. Born in 
Romania, Lucia came to the 
United States in 1995 and writes 
in both English and Romanian. 
Her poetry has been nominated 
for a Pushcart Prize and Best 
of the Net award. Lucia lives 
in the Hudson Valley with 
her husband and two-year-old 
daughter. The book is available 
on the publisher’s website.

An attorney with Fitzpatrick, 
Lentz & Bubba, PC, in Center 
Valley, Joshua Gildea ’00 was 
named to the Pennsylvania 
Super Lawyers—Rising Stars list 
for 2015. Only 2.5 percent of the 
state’s attorneys are selected. 
This is his fourth year on the 
list. He is a graduate of the 
Robert E. Cook Honors College.

IUP’s Department of Student 
Affairs in Higher Education 
presented TiRease Holmes 
’00, M’02 with the 2015 Ronald 
Lunardini Distinguished 
Alumni Award. Director of 
Off-Campus and Commuter 
Communities at LaSalle 
University, TiRease previously 
held residence life positions at 
UCLA and the University of 
Maryland. The award is named 
for Ronald Lunardini ’69, 
IUP professor emeritus.

Since 2013, Delta Phi Epsilon 
(Phi Gamma chapter) members 
spanning more than a decade 
of pledge classes have gathered 
for an annual half-marathon 
and 5K event in Ocean City, 
Maryland. “Our bond of 
sisterhood lives on, and now 
we have a bond based on our 
love of running as well,” April 
Boyce Hanahan ’01 said. 
Other participants include 
Nancy Lahosky Thumma ’90, 
Amy Schultz Lauer ’93, Amy 
McGoff Kellam ’94, Melissa 
Cingle Kennedy ’95, Jennifer 
Shondeck ’95, Sandy Wint 
Oleyar ’96, Nicole Schultz 
Hanna ’97, Stephanie Itle 
Clark ’98, Molly Neugebauer 

Jurcik ’98, Jennifer Dunlap 
Lubas ’98, Kerry Fosko Merra 
’98, Jess Beck Stimpert ’98, 
Mari Flanigan Haynes ’99, 
Erin Ondrish ’99, Kim Rivera 
Pennell ’99, Kristy Emigh 
Clark ’00, Shannon Valvano 
’00, Jennifer Fell Whigham 
’00, Erin Richey Kier ’01, 
Tiffany Shinsky Neal ’01, 
M’03, Beth Scullin Oliphant 
’01, Nikki Leeflang, and 
Chrissy Wilson Long. A group 

photo from Ocean City appears 
in Alumni Extra.

Inspired by the Ice Bucket 
Challenge, a viral video 
challenge benefiting ALS, Max 
Jamelli ’01 in April launched 
Derek’s Donut Challenge, 
named in honor of his son, to 
promote autism awareness. 
Participants were asked to share 
videos of them stuffing a donut 
in their mouth—and donate $5 

Director of the Autism/Asperger’s Initiative at Mercyhurst 
University, Brad McGarry ’97, M’99 set out in February to 
climb Mount Kilimanjaro. He did it in part for the experience, 
but more so to raise awareness about autism—particularly the 
lack of job opportunities for adults on the autism spectrum. 
Brad named the trek “Raise the Roof for Autism” and shared 
many photos and videos from his eight-day climb (six days 
up and two days down) on the initiative’s Facebook page. He 
lives in Waterford with his wife, Aimee, three sons, and two 
stepsons.

Brad McGarry, left, at Uhuru Peak, Kilimanjaro’s highest 
summit, with Gene Taylor, far right, and Mark Meskin

to the National Autism Society. 
The challenge was chronicled 
on Facebook at www.facebook.
com/dereksdonutchallenge. 
Max lives in Chambersburg 
with his wife, Jennifer, and 
Derek.

Forrest Lehman ’01 and 
Megan Dively Lehman 
’03 recently assumed new 
responsibilities working for 
Lycoming County. Forrest was 
promoted in April to director 
of elections. He has worked for 
the county since 2013. Megan 
started in the Department of 
Planning and Community 
Development in 2008 and was 
promoted in January to lead 
planner. Both were students 
in the Robert E. Cook Honors 
College. 

Inspired by the relationship 
between her daughter and her 
dog, Jodi Warren Uhron ’02 
published a children’s book, 
Sydney & Me, in December 
through Rosedog Books. While 
telling a story about the love 
between child and dog, the 
book also shares tips on safety, 
introducing a new baby to a 
dog, and dog-care chores for 
children. Jodi and her husband, 
Matthew, live in suburban 
Pittsburgh. Learn more at 
www.jodi-uhrontheweb.com. 

Stephanie Rayko Westine 
’03 was hired as associate 
director in the Center for 
Academic Success at the 
University of West Georgia 
in Carrollton. She and her 
husband, Carl, also recently 
had a third child. See more in 
Arrivals.

In April, Bill Zimmerman ’03 
started as social media manager 
in the Office of Strategic 
Communications at Penn State 
University.

Longtime public servant 
Samuel Sulkosky ’04 was 
hired in February as California 
Borough manager. Over the last 
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men, and children, as well as 
specialty certifications and 
workshops.

Divonna Mohr Stebick ’95 
recently received tenure at 
Gettysburg College. A former 
teacher in Carroll County, 
Maryland, and Pittsburgh, 
Divonna started as a lecturer 
in Gettysburg’s education 
department in 2003. She 
and her husband, Timothy, 
co-founded the Enlightened 
Learning Center in Hanover, 
and she continues to volunteer 
there two nights a week. Her 
research interests focus on 
literacy, special education, and 
education policy.

Pamela Csencsits Sullivan 
’95 was promoted to vice 
president at DesignPoint, 
Inc., an interior design firm 
in Bethlehem. Part of the 
leadership team, Pamela holds 
the title of senior interior 
designer. She has been with the 
company 15 years.

The Pennsylvania Department 
of Environmental Protection 
has named Barbara Osgood 
Kutchko ’97 to the Oil and 
Gas Technical Advisory 
Board, which is helping draft 
regulations for the oil and 
gas industry. Employed by 
the Department of Energy’s 
National Energy Technology 
Laboratory near Pittsburgh, 
Barbara works with oil and 

gas companies, government 
agencies, and universities to 
ensure the safe placement 
of cement related to offshore 
drilling, shale gas production, 
and carbon storage. She has a 
master’s in geology from the 
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DEATHS
1938: Florence Crisman
1940: Joan Sutter Gessler, 
Bethel Harr
1941: Janet Walker Foreman
1942: Lucille Lieb Duman
1944: Margaret Campbell 
Blosser, Emma Holsinger Dimit, 
Eunice Beckley Smith
1945: Dolores Wolfe Morrison
1946: Joanne Mellott 
Breighner, Helen Brown, Mary 
Ellen Jurgens Mills
1948: John Miller, Virginia 
Randolph
1949: John Stephens Jr., 
Stephen Udvari, Dee Boucher 
Verostic
1950: Robert Ferguson, 
Ruth Okerberg Innes, Robert 
Thomas*
1951: Betty Nine McClure
1952: Virginia Strain Stever
1953: Francis Cummings
1954: Jo Anne Hardick, Elaine 
Defrancesco Keith, Rosemarie 
Brasco Shutey, James Vinton
1955: Evelyn Gall Breting
1957: Mary Williams Boucher
1958: John Bizyak, Wendell 
Grimm
1959: Elizabeth Coffman 
Hudock, Judith Hamilton 
Niemeyer
1960: Robert Berner, Doris 
Rosensted Hart, Daniel Zuniga
1961: Sara Steele Chiodo, 
Richard McKelvie
1962: Judith Elser, Linda 
Erlanson Hangliter, Lana 
Robinson, Clarisse Traveny, 
Margo Osborn Young
1963: Philip Burlbaugh, Jean 

Haslett, Peter Jurjevich, Bonnie 
Olsen Calarie Kington, Donald 
Murrman, Dorothy Sapola 
O’Toole, Loretta Pisch
1964: Thomas Fiscus, Edward 
Mihalko
1965: Stanley Dohoda (M), 
David Russell (M), Ruth Shirey*
1966: Elwood Carlson (M), 
Donald Hawksworth, Francis 
Novotny
1967: Kathryn Misko 
Clendenen (M), Jillian Russo 
Zellie
1968: Sally Kees, Gloria 
Krzeminski Tamburo
1969: Isabelle Petrucci Yanni
1970: David Alberth, John 
Armstrong, Martha Glenn 
Phillips, Edwin Ratajczak, Dean 
Ziegler
1971: Patricia Barley (M), Emily 
Rose Burch (M), Ross Cogan
1972: Cynthia Simchak 
Zagurskie
1973: Karen Goodman 
Heffelfinger, Gary Norris (M)
1974: Nancy Kiefer
1975: Daniel Denio, Richard 
Speicher
1976: Darlene Scott Kleiner, 
Ronald Minich, Frances 
Cunningham Stineman*
1977: Joanne Sobota
1978: Theresa Brady Barnhart
1979: Karen Ford Kelly, Mary 
Kearney-Quinn, Gary Mooney
1980: Edward King
1981: William Rogers (M)
1982: Tina Rosendale
1983: James Ramage, Thomas 
Sphon

1984: Frankie Miller (D)
1985: Susan Homola Cox
1987: Darryl Boots, Walter Gray 
III (M)
1989: Michael Balzarini, Debra 
Grabowski Corona
1991: Todd DeRolf
1992: Amy Brookshire Rentzel
1993: Bradley Holton, Richard 
Lundy, Julie Otell Johnson, 
Madeline Ralston
1994: Jean Ressler Sherwood 
(AA)
1995: Tracy Hyle
1996: Gloria Parks
1998: Tracy Lumberger
2001: Christina Arroyo*
2004: Erik Stein
2009: Todd Trimble
2011: James Fultz (M)
2014: Douglas Kallin
2015: Jonathan Middler

*current or former faculty member, 
staff member, or administrator

Note: In cases in which more than one 
IUP degree was earned, the year of only 
the first degree is indicated. Deaths of 
faculty members are reported in the 
Mentors section of this issue. 

Other Deaths
Elinor Gordon Blair, a former 
member of the President’s 
Advisory Council, died April 
17, 2015, at age 101. Daughter of 
mathematics professor McClellan 
Gordon, for whom Gordon Hall 
was named, she grew up in a 
house on campus and attended 
the Model School, which she 
described in the Summer 1993 
issue of IUP Magazine. 

Nancy DeFurio, who served 
as office manager for the 
IUP chapter of the faculty 
union, the Association of 
Pennsylvania State College 
and University Faculties, for 
26 years before retiring in 2001, 
died May 9, 2015.

Edna Fleming, who worked 
in Housekeeping and retired 
in 1993 after nearly 22 years at 
IUP, died March 29, 2015.

Gale Klingensmith, who 
worked in Sports Information 
from 1966 to 1969, died 
February 9, 2015. 

Thelma Kohlhepp, who 
retired as secretary in the 
Biology Department in 1985 
after 15 years at IUP, died 
February 24, 2015.

Sangwal McGinnis, who 
retired in 1992 after 17 years in 
the Housekeeping Department, 
died April 7, 2015.

Cody Miller, a freshman 
in the Safety, Health, and 
Environmental Applied 
Sciences program, died March 
17, 2015.

Ruth Montgomery, who 
retired from the Housekeeping 
Department in 1982 after 13 
years at IUP, died June 5, 2015.
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judge last year and oversees 
unemployment compensation 
hearings for the department. 

Three IUP graduates were 
recognized for their “pioneering 
attitudes” in Whirl Magazine’s 
“13 under 30” Class of 2015. 
Amber Kunselman CA’07 
is pastry chef and co-owner 
of the White Rabbit Café 
and Pâtisserie in downtown 
Greensburg. The café recently 
started the Reading the Rabbit 
program to provide reading and 
other activities for children. 
Matthew Spangler ’08, M’11 
is director of education and 
community engagement at 
WYEP in Pittsburgh. He is also 
the founder and managing 
director of FreeBurgh, a lifestyle 
organization promoting free 
and affordable events in the 
Pittsburgh region. A vocalist 
and teaching artist specializing 
in opera, classical music, 
jazz, and soul, Anqwenique 
Wingfield ’09 and her band, 
Kinetic, released their first 
album, World of Wonder, 
last year. Anqwenique also 
teaches voice and piano at 
Hope Academy of East Liberty 
Presbyterian Church.

Recipient of a PhD in 
musicology from the University 
of Minnesota, Danielle 
Kuntz ’07 received the 2015 
Best Dissertation Award for 
“Appropriate Musics for That 
Time: Oratorio in the Exchange 
of Power at the Portuguese 
Court (1707-1807).” Currently a 
lecturer at UM, Danielle was a 
McNair Scholar at IUP.

Corey King D’08 was 
appointed vice president of 
Student Affairs at Florida 
Atlantic University in 
February. He joined the FAU 
staff in 2008 as associate vice 
president and dean of students. 
The Boca Raton university has 
an enrollment of more than 
30,000 students.

After Melissa Larigan ’08 and 
Julian Blanco were married at 

the Philadelphia courthouse 
in May, friends and family 
gathered at Moriarty’s Pub to 
celebrate.  

Queen’s Ferry Press will release 
Future Perfect, the debut 
short-fiction collection by Matt 
Babcock D’09, in October 
2016. Matt teaches literature 
and writing at Brigham Young 
University—Idaho. He and his 
wife, Missy, have five children.

Indiana First Bank promoted 
Rebecca Kirsch Lingenfelter 
’09 to assistant vice president, 
Bank Secrecy Act/compliance 
specialist and internal audit 
coordinator. In this position, 
she is responsible for initiating 
research and conducting 
ongoing analysis to mitigate 
bank risk, as well as overseeing 
other regulatory compliance 
directives. She has been with 
the bank since 2009. A resident 
of Clymer, Rebecca serves 
Penns Manor Junior/Senior 
High as announcer for the 
marching band and director of 
school musicals. She is also a 
music liturgist, instrumentalist, 
and cantor for the Church of the 
Resurrection.

In February, Christina Rost 
’09, M’12, of the Department 
of Materials Science and 
Engineering at North Carolina 
State University, returned 
to IUP to present a seminar, 
“Entropically Stabilized Oxides: 
Exploring a Novel Class of 
Multicomponent Materials.”

2010s
A graduate of Thomas 
M. Cooley Law School in 
Michigan, Joelyssa Ferringer 
’10 has joined the Indiana law 
office of Myron Hay Tomb ’69 
as an associate. “We are very 
pleased to add Joelyssa to our 
staff,” Myron said. “It is a double 
bonus to add an attorney 
who graduated from my alma 
mater.”

A resident of Perryopolis, Cody 
Inman ’11, M’12 became 
engaged to Francine Kubina on 
April 4. They are planning an 
April 2016 wedding.

Ryan Shambaugh ’11 is 
manager of the Memory Care 
Unit at the Bridges of Bent 
Creek, an assisted living facility 
in Mechanicsburg. Kelley 
Delaney Shambaugh ’11 is 
an exercise physiologist for Fox 
Rehabilitation and also works 
at the Bridges of Bent Creek. 
She and Ryan were married in 
October in Harrisburg.

Former IUP-TV host and 
producer Crispin Havener ’12 
is now an anchor and producer 
for KKCO-TV in Grand Junction, 
Colorado. 

The wedding party for the 
Valentine’s Day union of 
Steven Cook ’13 and Greta 
Weiss ’13 included best 
man Adam Weiland ’14, 
groomsman Bryan Beimel ’12, 
and bridesmaids Cristy Cook 
’14 and Stephany Flynn ’14.

When Emily Evans ’13 
married Jesse Blakemore last 
summer in King of Prussia, her 
bridal party included Angela 
Reilsono ’13, Caitlin Dunbar 
’13, Kristen Zackavitch ’13, 
and Caitlin Bovell ’11. Among 
the wedding guests were Tim 
Herbold ’11, Steve Martino 
’12, Courtney Schwartz ’12, 
Hillary Holmes ’14, Kassie 
Rudolph ’14, and Sara Kelly 
’15.

In April, Paige Hisiro 
’13 took a job as sales and 
operations coordinator for 
BM Merchandising, which 
specializes in young men’s 
street wear. She lives in New 
York City.

Sarah Shreve ’13 recently 
became engaged to Scott Stoops. 
They are planning an October 
wedding in their hometown 
of Erie.

30 years, he has assumed roles 
as financial advisor, Indiana 
County auditor, Fulton County 
business manager, and borough 
manager for Nanty Glo and 
Columbia. He also worked for 
the Department of Labor and 
Industry.

Larson Design Group hired 
Jason Hursh ’05 as an 
engineer at its Lititz office. 
Jason previously worked 
for McCormick Taylor in 
Harrisburg as a consultant to 
the Pennsylvania Department 
of Transportation to evaluate 
roadway impacts and develop 
regulations and policies related 
to the Marcellus shale industry. 
A licensed professional 
engineer in Pennsylvania and 
Delaware, Jason also was a 
design engineer on PennDOT, 
Pennsylvania Turnpike 
Commission, and Highway 
Occupancy Permit projects.

For 20 years, the Schenley 
Heights Community 
Development Program has 
offered academic enrichment, 
early childhood education, 
and athletic programs to 
children of Pittsburgh’s Upper 
Hill District. Under Executive 
Director Carolyn Davis 
D’06, the nonprofit recently 
purchased the former Madison 
Elementary School and plans 
to bring all of its programs to 
one location while doubling 
the number of children served 
to 400. The group has been 
actively raising funds for 
renovation of the school, which 
is a city and national historic 
property. A former public 
school administrator, Carolyn 
was principal of Madison from 
2002 to 2005. She was joined 
on the Schenley Heights 
team by DaVonna Graham 
’08, the former director of 
programming.

After holding numerous 
positions within the 
Department of Labor and 
Industry, Matthew Kegg ’06 
became an administrative law 

Penn State Altoona presented 
This Is Where We Used to 
Live, an exhibition of works 
by Erika Stearly M’14, in 
the McLanahan Gallery of the 
Misciagna Family Center for 
Performing Arts last spring. 
Erika’s work has been included 
in shows in Philadelphia, 
Pittsburgh, and Washington, 
DC.

loST AND 
FoUND
A member of Sigma Nu 
fraternity, Jim (Huck) 
Hanulik ’81 hopes fellow 

alumni can help him find his 
fraternity pin and his 1977 
Kittanning High School class 
ring, last seen in his room at the 
fraternity house. Jim was on 
campus from 1978 to 1981. His 
pin is marked “IA 106,” for Iota 
Alpha chapter, 106th member. 
Reach him at jameshanulik@
att.net.

REUNIoNS
Homecoming is Saturday, 
October 3, and a number of 
groups are planning reunions 
that weekend. On Saturday, the 
Crimson Huddle All-Alumni 
Pregame Celebration will 

take place at the Kovalchick 
Convention and Athletic 
Complex from 11:00 a.m. until 
kickoff. Affinity groups are 
planning reunions now. If your 
group would like to meet at the 
pregame celebration, please 
reserve space with the Office of 
Alumni Relations by sending 
e-mail to alumni-relations@
iup.edu.

Sigma Sigma Sigma 
sorority will hold its 100-year 
anniversary celebration October 
17. Find more information at 
www.iup.edu/alumni.



When Don Mash ’64 received an honorary doctor of 
humane letters from IUP in May and delivered the 
commencement address to the newest members of the 
IUP alumni community, he related a deeply personal story.

The son of parents who didn’t attend high school, Mash 
always knew he would go to college. His mother talked 
to him about it often—even after his father died in a 
work-related accident and she took a job as a cook at 
an elementary school to make ends meet. The promise 
of college was, simply, understood. He and his mother 
agreed that she would contribute what she could toward 
the roughly $1,000 cost of tuition, room, and board, and 
he would work summers to make up the balance. 

After his freshman year at Indiana State College—a 
difficult year fraught with adjustment and social and 
academic struggles that are typical of first-generation 
college students—Mash wanted to drop out. He returned 
home to suggest to his mother that perhaps he wasn’t cut 
out for college. To soften her disappointment, he offered 
several reasons, including that they could not afford the 
cost. But, when he raised the issue, she became stern and 
told him, “We’re doing our part now with the money. You 
need to take care of your responsibility at school, because 
this is important to your future.”

“Her pride was challenged, and she challenged mine,” he 
said.

Mash went on to graduate and have a long and 
distinguished career in higher education, including a 
presidency at Wayne State College and a chancellorship at 
the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire. But, today, he said, 
things are different. 

“Were we to have the college attendance conversation 
today, the decision would have been no, we can’t afford 
college, even at an affordable university such as IUP,” he 
said. He noted that today’s tuition, room, and board costs 
are more than 20 times higher than they were in 1960. 

“This is a serious problem for our country, and if the 
downward spiral of access and opportunity continues, it 
will become a crisis, exacerbating the growing distance 
that already exists between the haves and have-nots,” he 
told the graduating students. He urged them to become 
vocal advocates in support of public higher education and 
to stay connected to and support IUP. 

Mash believes philanthropy is essential to leveling the 
playing field for many by keeping the opportunity for 
a college education within reach. He established an 
endowed scholarship at IUP in his mother’s memory to 
help students who come from circumstances much like 
his own. Recently, he began the process of establishing 
a second scholarship, for student-athletes who have 
financial need, in memory of his late son, Donnie—“a 
terrific little athlete”—who died of cancer at age 11.

“Access to higher education is not simply an individual 
benefit,” Mash said. “Access to higher education is an 
investment we must make for the public good.”

If you would like to join Don Mash by investing in the nation’s next generation through scholarships and 
academic programming, please contact Evan Bohnen, IUP’s associate vice president for development,  
at 855-477-5266.
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For each installment of “Vantage Point,” a question is posed to a 
group of IUP faculty members, and their responses are shared here. 
The question for this issue:

Stephanie Caulder, Music

Mr. Holland’s Opus (1995) stands out to me. While it has a feel-
good ending and skillfully describes the power of music and the 
importance of music education, the movie also addresses the 
perennial problem of music programs being a primary target of 
administrators who are looking for ways to combat budget problems. 
Sadly, little has changed 20 years later. Also, unlike the tyrannical 
conductor and teacher in the recent movie Whiplash (2014), Mr. 
Holland demonstrates that music teachers can inspire and maintain 
high expectations without having to berate and shame. This is 
what I consider a successful career and how I would like to be 
remembered!

Daniel Lee, Criminology

Many films have created awareness of criminological issues, and it 
is difficult to narrow this to one selection. The Silence of the Lambs 
(1991) has been credited with showing women in important and 
demanding criminal justice professions, but one film that stands 
out to me is Dead Man Walking (1995). The portrayal of the lead 
character makes it easy to hate the evil crimes that were committed, 
and that wraps the viewer up in hating the criminal, too. The film 
leads many viewers to recognize that even the worst of the worst 
offenders might have redeeming qualities. A film like that challenges 
us to consider if we can punish offenders humanely.

Raymond Pavloski, Psychology

The Matrix (1999), The Matrix Reloaded (2003), and The Matrix 
Revolutions (2003) depict a future in which humans mentally 
participate in a virtual reality that they mistake for a world outside 
their brains. Many students are shocked to learn that this concept 
describes everyday perception. The brain receives the same type of 
electrochemical signals from every sense organ, and these signals 
modulate electrical and chemical patterns in complex networks of 
neurons. The qualities of experience that we refer to as properties 
of the world outside our brains arise in concert with these complex 
patterns. I often refer to these movies in order to help students 
understand perception as a natural phenomenon and to demystify 
the functions of sensory prostheses such as cochlear and retinal 
implants.

Theresa Smith, Religious Studies

The Passion of the Christ (2004), directed by Mel Gibson, probably 
has had the biggest impact, raising awareness of positive and 
negative assessments of Christianity and of religion in general. The 
director’s intentions aside, the effect on audiences was a highly 
emotional one, with many people reacting against the extreme 
violence of the film and more embracing the cinematic immersion 
in the suffering of Jesus. In discussing this hugely polarizing film, 
supporters and detractors debated the difficult questions the film 
raised: biblical versus historical veracity, the responsibility of 
interpretations of the passion narrative in the promotion of anti-
Semitism, the concept of redemptive suffering, and the larger 
question in all religions—faith versus disbelief.

Ramesh Soni, Management

Though a comedy, Gung Ho (1986) was perhaps the first movie 
that featured globalization. Around that time, it was becoming 
clear that the high-paying, unskilled jobs could not be sustained 
or taken for granted in the USA. The expression, popular in the 
business practitioners’ literature then, was “automate, emigrate, 
or evaporate.” What has happened in the ensuing 29 years is an 
unimaginable level of globalization. China has transformed itself 
into a manufacturing hub. When adjusted for purchasing power 
parity (PPP), three of the four largest economies are now located in 
Asia: China, India, and Japan. The world has become flat.

VANTAGE PoINT

What major motion picture do 
you think has done the most, 
intentionally or unintentionally, 
to raise awareness of or 
promote interest in your field? 

Mr. Holland’s opus

Dead Man Walking

The Matrix Trilogy

The Passion of the Christ

Gung Ho
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New graduates and their guests filled Ed Fry Arena 
during May commencement, held in two separate 
ceremonies, morning and afternoon, in the Kovalchick 
Convention and Athletic Complex.
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