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IUP Criminologists Share Perspectives 
on the Divide and How to Bridge It

Alumna Photographer’s White House View

Drum Line Has the Steelers’ Beat

WTC Remnant’s Journey to Campus
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The Police  
  and the Public



On the Treetops
From the roof of Weyandt Hall, university 
photographer Keith Boyer captured this bird’s-eye 
view of the Oak Grove’s north side, bordered by 
Oakland Avenue on the right.
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PUP CLOSE
Thea’s Promise Pitbull Rescue was 
among the participating organizations 
in the 2016 Homecoming Parade in 
October. Volunteers Kayla Ratay ’15, 
left, and her sister Megan walked 
Lacee and Autumn, respectively.
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Sometimes, you have to put your money where your 
mouth is.

I’ve written about the qualities that distinguish IUP 
from other universities, including our commitment to 
educating the whole student and to providing a lifelong 
network. As we have worked together to make our 
aspirations real, I’ve talked about how our faculty and 
students collaborate to solve problems across campus 
and beyond and about how our graduates and the IUP 
community as a whole make the world a better place. 

What you’ll read in this edition is the money.

As the Middle States Commission on Higher Education 
reaffirmed our accreditation this year, the agency 
recommended that we make available to students the 
best academic, personal, and social experiences and that 
we encourage them to take advantage of all available 
resources. Certainly, that’s the kind of guidance any 
student anywhere should have.

Unless your circumstances present you with no 
resources at all.

I could not be more proud that an IUP team is stretching 
beyond the comfort zone of a campus environment to 
assist people locked out of the promise of the American 
dream and unable to overcome their circumstances. 
Certainly not all incarcerated people come from reduced 
circumstances, but many do. The Second-Chance Pell 
program exemplifies the adage “two wrongs don’t make 
a right” by providing higher education opportunities to 
prisoners. But, as Randy Martin says in the story on page 
13, “It’s just a much better investment.”

Likewise, our faculty members’ examination of the 
relationships members of law enforcement have with 
citizens could not be more timely. The controversial 
subject deserves examination by the best experts in the 
criminal justice field, and we have them right here.

We all can agree the soul of IUP is its people. When 
we extend that concept beyond our borders and reach 
into places many people would rather not, we push the 
proverbial envelope for the greater good.

Michael A. Driscoll
President

Unlocking 
the Promise 

MESSAGE FROM THE

PRESIDENT
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Focus on the 
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A Second Chance

From Pennsylvania to New 
Jersey to New York and back 
again, a piece of the World Trade 
Center now has a home in the 
heart of campus.

Members of the Pittsburgh 
Steelers’ official drum line 
combine their devotion to music 
with football.

Technology, social media, 
and mainstream media have 
contributed to heightened 
awareness and concern about 
police violence, according to IUP 
criminologists.

Amanda Lucidon ’01 shares 
some favorite images from her 
three years as an official White 
House photographer.

IUP was selected for a national 
pilot program that will deliver 
online courses to prisoners.
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COVER: IUP Criminology and Criminal Justice faculty members John Lewis M’02, D’06 and 
Jonathon Cooper, pictured outside their department in Wilson Hall, discuss relationships 
between police and their communities on page 10. Photograph by Keith Boyer

LEFT: The Pittsburgh Steeline played for fans in a parking lot near Heinz Field before the 
October 9 Steelers game. Photograph by Keith Boyer

ABOVE: IUP took the field against Slippery Rock for the Homecoming game in October. The turf 
at Cignetti Field and the elastic layer underneath were replaced last August. 
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Find photographs from the Homecoming parade, the 
pregame party, and the football game against Slippery 
Rock on the IUP Magazine website.

IUP Magazine

IUP Magazine

IUP Magazine

iup-magazine@iup.edu
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FRONTDOOR FACTS, FIGURES, SHORT SUBJECTS, QUICK TAKES

While numbers paint only a partial picture of the student 
body, they can provide many insights into students’ 
interests, activities, origins, and academic pursuits. The 
figures below, provided by the Office of Institutional 

Research, Planning, and Assessment and faculty and staff members across 
campus, are for fall 2016 unless otherwise indicated. m

IUP by the Numbers: 
Who Are Our Students?

TOTAL ENROLLMENT: 

12,853
Undergraduate: 

10,618
Graduate, master’s: 

1,428
Graduate, doctoral: 

807
GENDER DIVERSITY

NONTRADITIONAL AGE
(age 25 and older)

Female

7,299
(56.79%)

Male

5,554
(43.21%)

Undergraduate: 703 (6.62 percent)
Graduate: 1,534 (68.63 percent)

Taking at least one online class 
(2015-16): 7,340
Cook Honors College: 355
Academy of Culinary Arts: 188*
Criminal Justice Training Center: 73*
Military affiliated: 819†

* Not included in total enrollment figure

† Includes Academy of Culinary Arts and 
Criminal Justice Training Center students

White: 9,278 (72.19 percent)

Black: 1,358 (10.57 percent)

International: 923 (7.18 percent)

Hispanic: 510 (3.97 percent)

Multiracial: 441 (3.43 percent)

Asian: 147 (1.14 percent)

American Indian: 12 (0.09 percent)

Pacific Islander: 5 (0.04 percent)

Other: 179 (1.39 percent)
Student with disabilities: 
6 percent (undergraduate only)

Note: These categories follow 
Integrated Postsecondary 
Education Data System 
reporting standards. Students 
are included in only one 
category. For example, 
international students, 
regardless of race, fall under the 
International category.
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WHERE THEY’RE FROM ACADEMICS

CAMPUS ACTIVITIES

FINANCIAL
COMMUNICATIONS

VOLUNTEERING

WHERE THEY LIVE

Pennsylvania: 11,076 (86.17 percent)

   Western Pennsylvania 
   (26 counties west of the Appalachian divide):  7,264 (56.51 percent)

Out of state:

International: 

853 
(6.64 percent)

924 
(7.19 percent)

Indiana:  

Living on campus:  
3,365 (26.18 percent)

Living off campus:  
7,714 (60.02 percent)

Commuter:   
1,774 (13.80 percent)

  Top Undergraduate Majors

 • Criminology: 854

 • Nursing: 704

 • Management: 476

 • Psychology: 447

 • Marketing: 438

 • Biology: 399

 • Accounting: 393

 • Physical Education and Sport: 389

 • Communications Media: 372

 • Computer Science: 332

  Top Graduate Programs
 • Master of Business 
  Administration: 241

 • English/Literature and Criticism 
  (PhD): 135

 • Master of Business Administration,  
  Executive Track: 110

 • Administration and Leadership  
  Studies (DEd): 106

 • English/Composition and TESOL  
  (PhD): 106

 • Clinical Mental Health Counseling  
  (MA): 103

 • Administration and Leadership  
  Studies (PhD): 98

 • Curriculum and Instruction 
  (DEd): 94

 • Clinical Psychology (PsyD): 64

 • School Counseling (MEd): 59

  Average credit hours (full-time)
  Undergraduate: 14.66
  Graduate: 9.9 

  Dean’s List (Spring 2016): 4,214

  Students completing internships/
  out-of-classroom experiences 
  (2015-16): 2,047

  Education Abroad participants 
  (2015-16): 241

  (includes study abroad, Alternative 
  Spring Break, internships, research, 
  and other international programs)

Receiving financial aid (2015-16): 

12,293
(includes scholarships, grants, and loans)

Receiving scholarships from IUP, 
specifically (2015-16): 

2,048

Student employees (2015-16):

Federal Work-Study: 881
Nonfederal Work-Study: 1,534

12,469
Monroeville:  175 

Punxsutawney: 151

Northpointe:   58

Student-athletes (September 2016): 397
 Men: 187 (47 percent)

 Women: 210 (53 percent)

 Range: football (87) to men’s golf (7)

Intramural sports participants 
 (2015-16): 1,211
 Range: basketball (245) to blitzball (3)

Marching Band members: 168
Greek Life (Spring 2016)

 Sorority members: 580
 Fraternity members: 495
ROTC cadets (September 2016): 126

Student staff members
              : 50
 WIUP-FM: 60
 IUP-TV: 140*

Students engaged 
in community service:  7,350
Community service hours:  373,013
(2014-15 data as reported in the President’s 
Higher Education Community Service 
Honor Roll)

*Includes classroom 
contributors

The Penn
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LETTERS
No Kid Luckier
Your recent article on Keith School brought 
back many memories for me. I remember 
the day we were marched across campus 
for a “special surprise” from Thaddeus 
Stevens School. Of course the surprise was a 
beautiful new school (Lab School to us).

Not only did we have the finest 
surroundings, we also had the finest 
teachers. Names like Dr. [John] Sahli, [John] 
Davis, [Lois] Blair, [Kathryn] O’Toole, and 
[Elfa] Porter. But also a basketball coach and 
lifelong golf buddy and special friend, Sam 
Hoenstine.

No kid was ever luckier. Thank you for 
bringing back such special memories. If 
there are any classmates out there, I’d love 
to hear from you.

Wendell Edwards
Pilot Point, TX

‘Designated Paddler’
In the Healthy Competition photo [from the 
summer issue of IUP Magazine], I have a 
name for you. The guy front and center with 
a jacket on and smiling broadly is Roy Moss. 
He was probably working in Career Services 
at IUP at the time. In the late ’50s, he was 
a teacher at Jeannette Junior High and 
my freshman football coach. As an aside, 
somewhat humorous now, I also remember 
him as the junior high’s designated paddler.

Don Mash ’64
Middleton, WI

Touch Football Roster
I retired from IUP in January 2003, but most 
of my years were in the Student Affairs 
department. The participants’ names are 
as follows: Bill Srsic; Don McPherson [’69, 
M’71]; George Murdoch; Owen Dougherty 
(back); Roy Moss (front); Bill Shane, in front 
of Ron Thomas; Trevor Hadley ’37; I can’t 
see or remember who was behind Trevor; 
Bill Glenn [M’75]; Fred Dakak; Jim Laughlin 
[’51]; and Jack Frank [’58].

Karen Nowinsky
Dunnellon, FL

The Phantom
I noted your request in IUP Magazine 
for more info about this photo. I have an 
enlarged copy of the photo, which was 
presented to me at my IUP retirement 
party in the 1990s, when I retired after 

30-plus years as manager of the Student 
Cooperative Association and director of the 
Hadley Union Building.

In this photo, I’m the phantom directly 
behind Trevor Hadley, with only my 
shoulders visible. At my party, the photo 
was doctored to show me in the open space 
to Trevor’s left, looking over his shoulder.

Chris Knowlton M’69
Williamsburg, VA

Pass It On
This past October [2015], I made the annual 
homecoming pilgrimage to my alma mater. 
This was the first year I made the trip with 
my wife and our young son. In addition, 
we spent some time with my sister, a senior 
majoring in theater.

While walking through campus, I find 
myself overwhelmed by feelings of 
nostalgia for the friends I made and the 
times we had together. There was a bond 
that was shared from that first day while 
finding our way to student orientation to 
that stark realization, four years later, that it 
was all coming to an end.

This particular trip provided my first 
opportunity to take in a multitude of 
changes. Years ago, to make room for what 
the university referred to as a Residential 
Revival, it razed Wahr Hall, my residence 
hall, along with many others. This home 
away from home served as an incubator 
to my educational and social growth. Its 
façade was red brick, and the interior walls 
were painted concrete block. It had zero 
amenities and even less privacy.

I met some of my closest friends in that 
building, and even years after graduation, 
our connections remain. We have been 
in each other’s weddings and attended 

countless birthdays. We have spent 
holidays together, gone on road trips, and 
even helped each other relocate across the 
country. Even though we have all moved 
away and do not speak as much as we once 
did, there is no amount of time or distance 
that can truly separate us. Our short time 
quite literally boxed-in together changed 
our lives. To this day, every time I make the 
turn onto Maple Street, I expect to see the 
great sandstone wall, nearly a thousand 
feet long and 20 feet tall, that told me I was 
home—for atop that wall sat Wahr Hall.

The Residential Revival is not the only 
change on campus. The classroom buildings 
that housed the humanities and social 
sciences have fallen into disrepair and will 
soon be replaced with modern facilities. 
Every student for the last 50-plus years has 
passed through the doors of these buildings, 
and I myself spent countless hours studying 
history, literature, and political science 
in these halls. Admittedly, I am upset by 
the changes. I feel they are, in a sense, 
destroying my campus and, in part, my 
memories. 

Amid all of these dramatic alterations, one 
piece of campus remains largely untouched: 
the Oak Grove. The Oak Grove serves as 
the center of campus: the confluence of all 
campus activity and an ever-fixed mark of 
campus life. In fact, the grove itself predates 
the university. While I was touring the 
grounds, it continued to occur to me that 
fall is a beautiful time of year, but it also 
serves as a time-tested metaphor, reminding 
me that all things must change. The 
campus is improving to meet the needs and 
expectations of its constituents. The campus 
of my youth is not gone. It lives in the 
friends and memories that were made there 
together. The campus of my past has not 
been taken from me; for the campus of today 
is not for me. It is for my sister and her peers, 
her generation. These will be her memories 
and her lifelong friendships. It will be up to 
members of the incoming classes to learn 
to navigate their university and forge their 
connections with it, their legacies. And they 
should look nothing like mine.

On the final morning of the weekend, my 
wife and I decided to take our son for one 
last walk around campus. It was as if I had 
stepped through the rearview mirror of my 
life. Both moving forward and looking back.

Jason Walsh ’04
Pittsburgh

Editor’s Note: A number of others 
wrote archivist Harrison Wick in 
response to the photo. Don McPherson 
said he believes the game was between 
Student Affairs administrators and 
Student Government and that the 
administrators came out on top. Wick 
also heard from Bob Shively ’71, Mary 
Jane Kuffner Hirt ’73, Maureen Leary 
Mamula ’75, Daniel Clifford ’81, Ned 
Seelhorst ’84, and Leslie Yourd.
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The Journey of 
75C792

In a corner of the Oak Grove 
between Sutton Hall and Stapleton 
Library, there sits an oddly shaped 
piece of ragged, reddish-brown 

metal. Occasionally it puzzles passersby. 
Sometimes it brings to a halt a campus tour. 
At least once a year, in early September, it is 
the object of solemn reverence. 

For more than 30 years this piece of steel 
belonged to one of two World Trade Center 
towers in Lower Manhattan. Sheathed in 

A Battered 
Remnant of 

September 11 
in the Heart of 

Campus

aluminum, it was part of a massive steel 
beam that rose from the base of a building 
along the outside wall. From the sixth to 
the ninth floor of each tower, 152 tridents 
divided the beams into three smaller beams 
that continued to the 110th floor.

Somewhere along its journey, either before 
it was put up or after its building fell 
down, the piece of trident in the Oak Grove 
acquired a stamped identification: 75C792.

By Karen Gresh

Situated in the Oak Grove next to 
Sutton Hall, this piece of a World Trade 
Center trident is on loan from the 
Kovalchick family. K
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The tridents got their name from their three-
pronged tops. The New York Times said 
they were the “one instantly recognizable 
flourish to his otherwise Spartan design” 
that the original architect, Minoru 
Yamasaki, added to his building design.

Sometimes Yamasaki referred to the trident 
columns as “trees.” Those who fabricated 
and welded them, like John Ciangiarulo Jr., 
of McKees Rocks, called them “forks.”

It turns out the tridents were pure 
Pennsylvania. Their steel was forged at 
Lukens Steel in Coatesville. The tridents 
themselves were fabricated and welded at 
Pittsburgh-Des Moines Steel Company on 
Neville Island near Pittsburgh.

Fifty years ago, as a specialty welder, 
Ciangiarulo was in charge of other welders; 
he also checked, tested, and repaired welds. 
He was union president at Pittsburgh-Des 
Moines Steel, where he put in 37 years.

“We worked on the first nine floors of the 
Twin Towers,” he told the Pittsburgh Post-
Gazette last year. “We made the forks that 

stayed up. They were 70-ton pieces, the 
maximum our cranes could lift.”

On Neville Island, the tridents were 
assembled, blasted clean, painted, and then 
welded together. They left the island aboard 
flatbed rail cars—one to a flatcar.

The 200,000 steel components that made up 
the World Trade Center arrived by freight to 
a Penn Central rail yard in Jersey City, New 
Jersey. From there, they traversed deserted 
early-morning streets through the Holland 
Tunnel to the construction site. Larger pieces 
crossed the Hudson by tugboat.

The North Tower was completed at the 
end of 1970 and the South Tower about 
seven months later. The Twin Towers stood 
until the morning of September 11, 2001, 
when planes piloted by terrorists were 
intentionally flown into them. 

The North Tower was hit first and stood for 
102 minutes. The South Tower, struck by 
the second plane at a point lower in the 
building, collapsed in less than an hour. 
Among the 2,606 who died were three IUP 

alumni: William Moskal ’79, Donald Jones 
’80, and William Sugra ’93.

In the monumental debris, as Ciangiarulo 
proudly asserted, a few huge, jagged slices of 
the trident façade remained standing. They 
were about all that was recognizable.

Trucking and barging resumed—this time in 
reverse. The piles of twisted steel were taken 
to four salvage yards—three in New Jersey 
and one on Staten Island—to be cut up and 
sold for recycling all over the world.

“Our friends in the scrap business were 
processing this material,” Nathan 
Kovalchick, chief operating officer of 
Indiana’s Kovalchick Corporation, said. “I 
picked out some of the pieces to preserve 
before they were lost forever.” 

The Oak Grove trident is on loan from the 
Kovalchick family. It made its way—all 
18,000 pounds of it—at a crawl across 
campus in the fall of 2002. On October 4 that 
year it was formally installed in a ceremony 
that also included dedication of Professor 
James Nestor’s September 11 memorial.

Sheathed in aluminum, the World Trade 
Center’s tridents were called the “one 
instantly recognizable flourish” to architect 
Minoru Yamasaki’s “otherwise Spartan 
design.” 
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“I had close friends from college who were 
killed that day,” Kovalchick said. “When 
I acquired the pieces of the World Trade 
Center, I knew it was only a matter of 
time before people would no longer have 
a physical connection to the reality of 
September 11.

“For my three teenage sons and for all the 
students who pass this trident every day, 
many who are too young to recall seeing the 
events unfold, this is a powerful physical 

presentation. For others who remember 
how they felt, I hope viewing this artifact 
reignites the sense of pride, patriotism, and 
unity that existed in America at that time.” 

In McKees Rocks, John Ciangiarulo is 85 
now. He learned only in September that 
a remnant of one of the Pittsburgh-Des 
Moines tridents had found its way to IUP. 
“I’d love to see it,” he said. “It’s been a long 
time.” m

The 9/11 Memorial 
Museum’s pavilion was 
built around two tridents 
recovered from the 
North Tower’s eastern 
façade. The seven-story 
structures were installed 
in September 2010, more 
than three years before 
the museum opened at 
the World Trade Center 
site. JI
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“Police shooting” became a well-worn 
phrase in the summer of 2016.

A series of violent confrontations took place 
between police and civilians in Charleston, 
then in Baton Rouge, then in Dallas. Or was 
it St. Paul?

For many, the news became a blur. And 
the shootings went both ways—shootings 
by and of police officers. Most often, the 
violence pitted minorities, mainly African 
Americans, against police.

While each incident arose from unique, 
isolated circumstances, some IUP 
criminology professors say history has 
produced a culture in America that makes 
such incidents more common, and more 
commonly reported.

They say today’s technology, social media, 
and mainstream media have heightened 
Americans’ awareness of police shootings—
and thus their concerns about them.

Jonathon Cooper, IUP assistant professor 
of criminology, said the deaths of African 
American men at the hands of police in 

Baltimore, New York City, and Ferguson, 
Missouri, since 2014 have contributed to the 
culture of conflict this year. He also traced 
that culture back to the videotaped beating 
of Rodney King by Los Angeles police two 
decades ago.

Even that incident, he said, was rooted 
in the division and hostility that grew 
between civilians and police 50 years ago 
and culminated in the antiwar protests 
turned riots in front of national television 
cameras during the 1968 Democratic 
National Convention in Chicago.

“Those riots, quite frankly, were well 
deserved against the police,” he said. “And 
the federal government came out with 
the report, ‘The Challenge of Crime in a 
Free Society,’ that lambasted the cops” and 
blamed them for law enforcement’s poor 
community relationships.

Since the ’60s, Cooper said, police agencies 
have tried to rebuild their connections with 
communities by hiring more black officers 
and women officers and by mandating 
sensitivity training.

“Agencies have been talking with leaders 
from minority communities, especially 
pastors, and saying, ‘What are the 
problems that you perceive, not just in our 
community but with us, and how can we 
do better?’” Cooper said. “And I think the 
evidence is pretty good that police agencies 
as a whole do good things in that regard.”

But relationships erode when police 
violence makes the news.

“So, we’ve got the minority community 
with a rightfully owned, well-earned 
historical fear of police. And we’ve got 
cops with a rightfully owned feeling that 
‘nobody likes us,’” Cooper said.

Role of the Media
John Lewis, IUP associate professor of 
criminology, said police and community 
relationships have suffered, too, when 
mainstream media publish judgmental 
reports before the entire story has unfolded.

“Somebody in our system is innocent until 
proven guilty, but a lot of the media had the 
officer in Ferguson and all six of the officers 

The Police  
 and the     
 Public

By Chauncey Ross

Perspectives on the Divide 
and How to Bridge It

IUP Criminal Justice Training Center 
students practiced clearing rooms in a now 
empty Leonard Hall.
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in Baltimore guilty before they went to trial, 
before there was ever a grand jury,” Lewis 
said.

Juries in Baltimore went on to acquit four 
officers charged in the custody-related death 
of Freddie Gray, and a judge dismissed 
charges against two others. Gray was being 
transported in a police van after his arrest 
for possession of a switchblade knife. He fell 
into a coma and died of a spinal injury six 
days later.

And in Ferguson, forensic evidence and 
autopsies disproved heavily publicized 
witness claims that Michael Brown was 
shot in the back as he fled from an officer. 
Brown was shot to death when he charged 
an officer who had stopped to question him 
about a convenience store robbery.

“Nobody wants to trust anyone,” Lewis said. 
“They don’t trust the facts, the FBI, or the 
forensic teams. The people believe what 
they heard from the media.”

Lewis served 23 years as a military 
policeman before coming to IUP to attain a 
master’s degree in 2002 and a PhD in 2006, 
both in criminology. He joined the IUP 
faculty 10 years ago and recently served as 
interim director of IUP’s police academy, 
the Criminal Justice Training Center.

Cooper is in his fifth year on the IUP faculty. 
His research has focused in part on policing 
and how its organization behaves and 
changes.

Lewis and Cooper said police work 
has evolved with changes in political 
philosophies.

Beginning in the late 1800s, local political 
bosses chose police officers and dictated the 
enforcement agendas.

Civil-service hiring in the early 20th century 
removed political influence and focused 
officers on fighting crime but distanced them 
from the public.

Next came the contemporary era of 
community policing, which made officers 
neighborhood problem solvers and put 
them in closer contact with civilians.

Cooper said current political and legislative 
policies may be hurting community 
relations by making police work more 
impersonal.

“Police are being driven by information,” he 
said. “Intelligence-led policing works, but 
when you reduce your individual to a piece 

of datum, it’s easier not to treat that person 
like a human being.”

Public attitudes toward police also change 
with changes in the population, Cooper 
said.

Young people learn from their families to 
have respect for officers, answer questions, 
and keep their hands on the wheel, he said.

But, in broken families or economically 
disadvantaged areas, it can be different, 
he said. “It’s, ‘You need to be extremely 
deferential, or they will beat you.’

“But I do think this is an extremely small 
part of what might be going on,” Cooper 
cautioned, adding that negative attitudes 
toward police seem to cross all demographic 
boundaries.

Introspective Officers
At IUP, Cooper said, students in the 
Criminology and Criminal Justice 
Department are mindful of the violence 
and strife of the past summer, and lessons 
on diversity and ethics are getting greater 
emphasis.

“We encourage the students to take classes 
on world religions and on race, ethnicity, 
and gender,” he said. “They need to know 
how to work with people different from 
them.

“We really push ethics, and we do a lot 
of humanities work with them,” Cooper 
said. Time spent journaling or talking and 
writing about their feelings can make 
criminology majors more introspective.

While IUP has a diverse class of 
criminology majors, few from minority 
groups go on to work as police officers. 
Lewis said most of the department’s African 
American students opt for careers as 
corrections or parole officers, because their 
families discourage them from joining the 
police.

“Socially, they’ve been trained that this is 
not the person on their side,” Lewis said.

In minority communities, African American 
officers don’t win more respect than white 
officers, Cooper said.

“My understanding is that blue is blue,” 
he said. “Your status is determined by your 
occupation before your race.”

‘A Two-Way Street’
For every opinion on what has led to the 
recent acts of violence, there seems to be an 
opinion on how to reduce the turmoil.

Protesters marched in several cities to 
call for accountability, explanations, and 
changes.

In Wichita, police invited leaders of a 
planned protest by a Black Lives Matter 
group to join them instead for a cookout 
in the park. They asked and answered 
questions and built trust in one another, 
one officer said.

At the IUP campus this fall, student groups 
invited area law enforcement leaders for a 
two-way exchange of concerns.

John Lewis

Jonathon Cooper
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Students at a Black Student League forum 
came to a quick consensus that “all cops 
are not bad cops” but suggested that police 
spend more time learning about people in 
the community.

One student at a panel discussion organized 
by the IUP chapter of the NAACP blamed 
the media for creating tension between 
police and communities.

Another said there’s mutual fear between 
police and African Americans, and police 
could help solve it by talking to civilians.

“Come meet us,” he said. “You might find out 
what you thought is wrong.”

Patrolman Michael Rayko ’05 of the Indiana 
Borough police told the students that 
an open dialogue can help police solve 
problems.

He urged students to ask questions if they’re 
involved in a police stop.

“Ninety-nine percent of the time, you will 
get an answer right away,” he said. “And be 
calm.”

Since last year, Rayko has served as the 
department’s liaison to the IUP NAACP 
chapter, and he regularly meets with the 
group. Further strengthening the campus-
borough tie, Amirah Macon, IUP’s NAACP 
president, holds a work-study job with the 
Indiana police.

During the panel discussion, Indiana 
County District Attorney Patrick Dougherty 
’97 encouraged students to take the 
initiative and start conversations with 
police.

“Don’t be afraid to talk to a police officer 
when you see one walking around campus,” 
Dougherty said. “It’s a two-way street.”

The Future of Policing
John Lewis believes citizens’ perceptions of 
police departments would improve if police 
were better at public relations.

“They have to get out in front of issues,” 
he said, “and let people know why they 
are not releasing certain information.” He 
cited needs such as keeping confidential the 
details of investigations and the names of 
innocent people.

“But I think the police are really bad at 
telling the public, ‘This is what it’s like. 
Come out and ride with us for 24 hours,’” 
Lewis said. “Almost every department has a 
ride-along program.”

Some police departments invite the public 
to participate in a sophisticated police 
training exercise often called “Shoot/Don’t 
Shoot.”

In this exercise, students at IUP’s Criminal 
Justice Training Center are tested on split-
second judgment skills by interacting with 

life-sized, computer-generated images of 
people who respond to their commands. 
An instructor silently controls the video 
to make the person comply with police 
commands or threaten the officer with a 
gun or knife—or an innocuous loaf of bread.

Officers-in-training are critiqued on how 
they handle the confrontation. According 
to Lewis, civilians who try the exercise 
generally are incredulous when they realize 
how fast and unpredictably a scenario 
unfolds.

Lewis also said police departments should 
capitalize on academic resources in 
their communities, such as the research 
capabilities of the IUP Department of 
Criminology and Criminal Justice.

By partnering with universities, police 
departments can gain insight, for example, 
on why one officer is writing so many 
citations, Lewis said.

An analysis of citation or arrest records 
compared with local demographic data 
can show whether an entire department 
or one particular officer demonstrates bias 
in law enforcement, he said. The findings 
could help police improve practices, avoid 
litigation, and respond to public criticism.

“We have the subject-matter experts to dig 
deeper,” Lewis said.

Looking to the future, Lewis has concerns 
that policing is moving back into the 
political era, when police were the 
“enforcement arm for the government.” He 
cited as an example the Baltimore police 
chief’s handling of crowd control following 
the acquittals of officers charged in Freddie 
Gray’s death. The chief followed the mayor’s 
advice and kept police out of riot gear. After 
many officers were injured, the chief lost the 
support of the rank and file and ultimately 
lost his job.

“Hopefully we’ll stay in the community 
policing era and get better at it,” Lewis said.

Cooper believes the tide of violence will 
recede.

“We’ve weathered far worse,” he said, 
referring to the mass riots and violence of 
the ’60s. “I honestly think most agencies 
deeply care about the communities they 
work in, and I think that shows. So I am 
pretty optimistic.” m

President of the IUP chapter of the NAACP and a work-
study student with the local police, Amirah Macon spoke at 
a Black Student League forum in October about perceptions 
of police use of force compared with actual occurrences.

K
EI

TH
 B

O
YE

R



WWW.IUP.EDU/MAGAZINE 13

Randy Martin has made a career of studying 
the American inmate.

In the 1980s, he wrote his dissertation on 
the differences between assaultive and 
nonassaultive inmates. He then took a 
position on West Virginia’s West Liberty 
University faculty and taught classes 
at Moundsville Penitentiary through a 
community college program—before the 
federal government discontinued offering 
Pell grants to convicted felons. 

A longtime criminology professor at 
IUP who now is dean of IUP’s School of 
Graduate Studies and Research, Martin 
is part of a team coordinating a program 
made possible by the US Department of 
Education’s initiative to offer grants to 
qualifying prisoners. 

IUP is one of four universities in 
Pennsylvania and one of 67 in the nation 
selected to participate in a pilot program 
that will deliver course work to inmates 
through the Second-Chance Pell program, 
which is being implemented under the 
Higher Education Act. 

According to WorldAtlas.com, the United 
States has the world’s highest incarceration 
rate. Yet, a 2013 US Department of Justice 
study conducted by RAND Corporation 
discovered that inmates who participated in 
correctional education were 43 percent less 
likely to return to prison within three years 
than were prisoners who did not participate 
in any correctional education programs.

The economic impact could be significant 
as well. The Pennsylvania Department of 

Corrections has reported a growing trend in 
the annual cost of incarceration per inmate, 
reaching $33,000 in 2010.

Education also improves the chances 
of employment. A 2015 Department of 
Corrections report noted that more than 80 
percent of those in the prison system fall 
into the category of unskilled worker.

IUP’s team, which also includes Jamie 
Martin ’87, M’93, D’00 and John Lewis 
M’02, D’06 of the Criminology and Criminal 
Justice Department and Ragan Watson 
Griffin M’89 of the Office of Financial Aid, 
is working with prison officials at State 
Correctional Institution Pine Grove in 
Indiana County and at SCI Houtzdale in 
Clearfield County to plan the program. They 
anticipate launching both programs over 
the next year.

Randy Martin said the course work, which 
is all online, will be offered to eligible 
inmates screened by the prison staff. 
Staff members will control and monitor 
student-inmate access to computers and the 
Internet. 

The associate of arts degrees that 
participants earn will enable them, upon 
their release, to go on to complete their 
bachelor’s degrees. 

Although it is part of the program’s title, the 
term “second chance” is, for many inmates, a 
misnomer, Martin said. 

“The fundamental problem is that many of 
the people this program will serve never 
really had a first chance. People don’t have 

a level playing field. I mean, we’d all like 
to think that is the case, but it really is 
not. Some people are disadvantaged and 
disenfranchised. It’s much smarter and 
much less expensive to address that than it 
is to continually re-incarcerate people.”

Generally, he said, many of the people who 
make up prison populations come from 
economically disadvantaged circumstances. 
While not every person who lives in 
poverty is a criminal, Martin said, the 
most significant factor that contributes 
to crime is poverty, for reasons related to 
underemployment and lack of education as 
well as social and systematic factors. 

Martin said he could make arguments both 
utilitarian and deontological, or ethical, 
in favor of offering a program like Second-
Chance Pell.

“From the deontological perspective, it just 
seems like the right thing to do. The United 
States is about everyone having access to 
opportunity. If people haven’t had access 
to reasonable opportunities, they should 
get it. There’s also the issue of redemption. 
Every major religion has some concept of 
redemption, and so it makes sense to put 
people in a position that enables them 
to redeem themselves or change their 
situation,” Martin said.

“From the utilitarian perspective, it’s just a 
much better investment.” m

A Second 
Chance
By Regan Houser Dean of IUP’s School of Graduate Studies 

and Research and a longtime criminology 
professor, Randy Martin helps coordinate 
a pilot program that will deliver online 
course work to inmates. 
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A s an official White House 
photographer for three years, 
Amanda Lucidon has traveled 

the globe documenting the activities of 
President Barack Obama and First Lady 
Michelle Obama.

Lucidon grew up in the suburbs of 
Philadelphia and came to IUP from 
Warrington. After receiving her 
communications media degree in 2001, she 
spent more than a decade as a freelance 
photographer. She has won numerous 
awards for her work, including as director/
producer of the Legal Stranger Project, 
a multimedia documentary about the 
Defense of Marriage Act’s impact on same-
sex couples. Lucidon has also worked as 
a staff photographer for newspapers in 
Riverside, California, and Salt Lake City, 
and she covered the 2000 Summer Olympic 
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Focus on the

First Family

After delivering last year’s State of the Union address, President Obama greeted House and 
Senate pages as he left the US Capitol’s House Chamber.

Games in Sydney while studying abroad at 
the University of Newcastle.

Her venture onto the White House staff 
started with a call from Pete Souza, chief 
photographer, who encouraged her to apply 
for the opening as the first lady’s primary 
photographer. Now, with the upcoming 
change of administration, the jobs of the 
four staff photographers will end January 
20. But Lucidon focuses instead on the 
privilege she’s had of entering the White 
House gates each day.

“We work long hours and spend a lot of time 
on the road together, but the team is like 
a second family to me,” she said. “I feel so 
fortunate to have been able to see so much 
of the world and to have learned from the 
amazing people we’ve met along the way. It 
has truly been the experience of a lifetime.”

Here, Lucidon 
shares some 
of her favorite 
photographs from 
her time on the 
White House staff, 
along with her 
perspectives from 
behind the lens. 

“As a photographer, you’re 
always trying to show 
something from a different 
perspective.

“In this photo, I was shooting 
from the balcony in the head-
on position. After the remarks, I 
noticed all of the Congressional 
pages were directly below me 
waiting to get a glimpse of the 
president. I knew he would 
walk down the aisle, but I 
wasn’t sure if he’d stop to shake 
hands. So I composed the shot 
and waited to see if he would 
walk into the frame.”
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First Lady Michelle Obama took her seat in the Presidential Box for the Kennedy Center Honors at the 
John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts in Washington, DC, last December.

Michelle Obama and daughters Sasha and Malia visited the Great Wall of China in Mutianyu in 
March 2014. 

“In this photo, my 
colleague Chuck 
Kennedy was on the 
ground photographing 
the first lady as she 
walked out into the 
box. I thought it would 
be neat to see what the 
other side of this picture 
looked like. I was able to 
make about four frames 
before the Secret Service 
agent closed the door.”

“There are some 
challenges that most 
people probably don’t 
think about in terms 
of making pictures. 
Imagine navigating the 
uneven stone path with 
all of your camera gear, 
while keeping a quicker 
pace to be ahead of the 
group. The idea is to give 
them space but also be 
in the best position to 
shoot candid moments 
when they happen. It’s 
a great workout, even 
when it’s not the Great 
Wall of China!”
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Michelle Obama participated in a roundtable discussion in June in support of the Let Girls Learn initiative 
with Liberian President Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, right, actress and girls’ education advocate Freida Pinto, left, 
and students at R. S. Caulfield Senior High School.

President Obama drove, and comedian Jerry Seinfeld rode shotgun in a 1963 Corvette Stingray on the South 
Grounds of the White House while recording segments last December for the web series Comedians in Cars 
Getting Coffee.

“You may not be 
able to tell in the 
photo (shot at a 
really low shutter 
speed), but the 
room was really 
dark. The classroom 
had no electricity 
and little resources 
for school supplies. 
But the girls were 
still extremely 
grateful to have 
a school. The first 
lady has made it 
her priority to shed 
light on the fact 
that 62 million girls 
around the world 
are not in school.”

“I’ve always 
enjoyed using 
different 
mediums. When 
I heard Seinfeld 
was coming to 
film Comedians 
in Cars Getting 
Coffee, I thought 
it would be the 
perfect time to 
experiment with 
a GoPro camera. 
The remote 
camera allowed 
me to make 
several hilarious 
photos.”
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President Obama boarded Air Force One at Norman Manley International Airport in Jamaica en route to Panama 
City in April 2015.

Lucidon documented the work of the White House grounds crew for the feature “National Park Service: Voices 
from the White House” on the online platform Medium. Pictured is National Park Service employee Kevin Harris 
painting the door of the Oval Office.

“The staff 
helicopters 
arrived several 
minutes before 
Marine One 
landed in 
Jamaica, and we 
were so excited 
to see a perfect 
rainbow arcing 
above Air Force 
One. I framed 
the shot and 
anxiously waited 
for the president 
to arrive, greet 
guests on the 
ground, and walk 
up the stairs.”

“In honor of 
the National 
Park Service 
centennial 
this year, I 
photographed 
and filmed the 
NPS employees 
at the White 
House. Most 
people are 
unaware that the 
18 acres of White 
House grounds 
is actually a 
national park. 
Many of our 
groundskeepers 
have been here 
more than 35 
years!”
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Milestone 
Generosity

$100,000 from Bill Madia ’69, M’71 and Audrey DeLaquil 
Madia ’70 in support of the new building for the College of 
Natural Sciences and Mathematics

$50,000 from Tim Rupert ’68 and Susan Rupert in support of the 
new building for the College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics

$50,000 from Bruce Schonour ’71 to establish a scholarship for 
students in the College of Fine Arts

An anonymous gift of $50,000 in support of men’s basketball

An anonymous gift of $50,000 in support of improvements to 
Gorell Recital Hall

$40,000 from Jim Maple ’86 and the Maple Family Foundation, 
in memory of the late James H. Maple, in support of scholarships 
for students majoring in computer science

$25,000 from Nadav Baum ’85 in support of the Entrepreneurial 
Management Department Scholarship

$25,000 from Jennifer Thurheimer Cacciotti ’97, M’06, in 
honor of Jeffrey and Debra Thurheimer, to create a scholarship for 
nursing students

$25,000 from Dominion Foundation in support of STEM 
(science, technology, engineering, and mathematics) education

$25,000 from Fred Garbinski ’65 to establish the Fred Garbinski 
Family Scholarship in support of IUP athletes

$25,000 from Daniel Radakovich ’80 to establish the Dan 
Radakovich Jr. and Family Football Scholarship

IUP received the following gifts of $25,000 or more, made 
to the Foundation for IUP. The university community 
thanks all who invest in IUP and its students.

This scene from 37 
years ago may be 
familiar. If you can 
identify anyone in 
the photo or share 
a story, Harrison 
Wick, IUP Special 
Collections librarian 
and university 
archivist, would love 
to hear from you. 
He’s also interested 
in acquiring IUP 
memorabilia, 
yearbooks, photos, 
and more. Contact 
him at hwick@iup.
edu.
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IN BRIEF

New BS, PhD Programs
IUP has established two new programs, 
the BS in Public Health and the PhD in 
Counselor Education and Supervision, with 
courses to begin in fall 2017. National and 
regional studies have identified significant 
work-force needs in both of these areas. 
An interdisciplinary program established 
by three IUP colleges, the Public Health 
program will prepare students for jobs in 
health administration, community health, 
and health education. The new Counselor 
Education and Supervision PhD program 
prepares students for research, scholarship, 
counselor supervision, and college-level 
teaching. Housed in the Department of 
Counseling, it is one of only five doctoral-
level counselor educator programs in the 
North Atlantic region accredited by the 
Council for Accreditation of Counseling and 
Related Educational Programs.

Multicultural Center 
Established
As part of its continued commitment to 
diversity and inclusion, IUP recently 
reorganized certain offices within the 
Student Affairs Division to establish the 
new Center for Multicultural Student 
Leadership and Engagement. The center 
offers programs and services historically 
provided by the African American Cultural 
Center, Student Leadership, New Student 
Success, Greek Life, and Community 
Engagement. Its director is Theo Turner 

’95, M’98, who most recently served as 
interim director of the Center for Student 
Life. Currently housed in Pratt and Delaney 
halls, the new center is expected to move 
into a renovated space on the first floor of 
Elkin Hall in 2018.

New Alumni 
Relations 
Director 
Mary Morgan ’91 
has been appointed 
director of Alumni 
Relations at IUP. 
Morgan joined the 
university staff 25 
years ago in the 
Office of Annual 
Giving and went on to serve in the alumni 
office as assistant director, associate director, 
and most recently interim director. In the 
position, Morgan succeeds Mary Jo Banks 
Lyttle ’86, M’89, who died last December.

Clearing the Air 
Once controversial for the dark smoke it 
produced, IUP’s S. W. Jack Cogeneration 
Plant recently achieved a milestone in 
pollution control: Its emissions are clear. 
Opacity, or the degree to which emissions 
block light, was as high as 20 percent when 
the plant opened in 1988. Installation of a 
lean-burn system in the 1990s reduced the 
opacity to the legal range of 5 to 15 percent, 

New to the Area
A six-story, 128-room Hilton Garden Inn has opened next to the 

Kovalchick Convention and Athletic Complex along Wayne 
Avenue. Offering a full-service restaurant and meeting and 

reception areas, the hotel is expected to increase the Kovalchick 
Complex’s conference business by more than 15 percent.

and the addition last year of oxidation 
catalysts has eliminated visual emissions 
during normal plant operation. The catalysts 
also reduce carbon monoxide emissions 
by 85 percent. The plant typically operates 
three to four days a week in mild weather 
and every day in extreme conditions, 
according to Mark Labant, plant manager. 
He said that having the plant available 
provides a credit of $1.5 to $2 million a year 
toward the university’s total energy cost. 
The plant gives IUP the option of buying 
power or generating its own, depending on 
grid electric prices and power demand.

Accreditation Reaffirmed
The Middle States Commission on Higher 
Education reaffirmed IUP’s accreditation 
in June. The three-year process involved 
the work of hundreds of IUP community 
members who served on committees to 
do research and develop reports about 
IUP’s achievement of the commission’s 14 
standards of accreditation. Laura Delbrugge, 
provost’s associate, and Hilliary Creely, 
assistant dean for research in the School of 
Graduate Studies and Research, cochaired 
this self-review process, and Ben Rafoth, 
professor of English, synthesized the 
committees’ work into the required self-
study report. IUP has achieved consecutive 
reaffirmations of its accreditation since the 
university was first accredited in 1941. m
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NAMEDROPPERS

The 21st class of the IUP 
Athletic Hall of Fame 
was inducted October 
1 and recognized again 

at halftime of the football home 
opener against Seton Hill. The 
14 inductees are as follows:

Michael Sheleheda ’65 did it 
all for IUP baseball. A four-year 
starter, he was an outfielder, 
a first and third baseman, and 
a pitcher. In 1964, he batted 
.427 and stole 15 bases, both 
of which were single-season 
school records for a quarter 
century or more. That batting 
average remains the sixth-best 
single-season average in IUP 
history. Part of the NAIA All-
District and All-America teams 
in 1964, Sheleheda received 
contract offers from the Boston 
Red Sox and the Los Angeles 
Dodgers. He also played on the 
IUP basketball team.

Nearly 50 years ago, Paul 
Murphy ’68 snatched 
three interceptions in one 
game. According to current 
IUP records, the feat was 
matched by only Akwasi 
Owusu-Ansah ’14 in 2008 
and surpassed by only Norm 
Lewandowski ’57, M’67, 
who had five in 1956. A three-
year starter in IUP’s defensive 
backfield, Murphy also played 
basketball at IUP in 1965-66.

For more than 30 years, Ed 
Bouchette ’73 has covered 
the Steelers for the Pittsburgh 
Post-Gazette. In 2014, the 
Professional Football Writers 
of America selected Bouchette 
for the NFL Hall of Fame’s 
Dick McCann Award, given to 
one NFL journalist annually. 
A longtime member of the 
NFL Hall of Fame Selection 
Committee, he also received 
last year’s Bill Burns Award 
for Lifetime Achievement in 
journalism. A 2014 recipient of 
the IUP Distinguished Alumni 
Award, Bouchette has covered 
more than 30 Super Bowls and 
has written two books on the 
Steelers.

At IUP, swimmer Neil Postas 
’74, M’78 specialized in the 
butterfly. A three-time Penn-
Ohio Conference champion, 
he was also the first Division 
II All-American in that event 
for the IUP men’s program. 
Postas held 14 IUP records at 
the time of his graduation. As 
a high school coach, he guided 
Cathedral Prep in Erie to 10 
district swimming titles in 11 
years, and he was named the 
1999 Pennsylvania State Water 
Polo Coach of the Year.

Rich Bonaccorsi ’86 was 
one of the last stars of the IUP 
wrestling program, disbanded 
in 1985. Posting a 107-34 career 
record, Bonaccorsi had his finest 
season in 1984, when he won 
the NCAA Division II Eastern 
Regional title at 177 pounds 
to advance to the NCAA 
Championships. That season, he 
was a Division II All-America 
selection at 177 pounds. He 
went on to spend 30 years as a 
high school wrestling coach in 
Pennsylvania.

Jim Angelo ’87, M’89 was a 
standout offensive tackle on the 
IUP football teams that went 
17-4-1 in 1985 and ’86 and won 
the PSAC title the latter year. 
An All-Eastern College Athletic 
Conference selection and 
All-American, Angelo spent 
one season in the NFL with 
the Philadelphia Eagles before 
becoming a coach and physical 
education teacher.

A five-time conference 
champion, Eugene 
Dellemonache ’89, M’90, ’01 
claimed three straight PSAC 
titles in shot put and won 
discus twice. A two-time Most 
Valuable Athlete of the PSAC 
Championships, he qualified 
three times for the NCAA 
Division II Championships in 
shot put and finished fourth in 
1988. A two-time Division II 
All-American, Dellemonache 
remains the IUP recordholder 
in shot put with a throw of 57 
feet, 1¼ inches. 

In 1992, Dave Myers ’93 
became IUP’s first PSAC Athlete 
of the Year in men’s golf. 
Winner of the individual PSAC 
championship in 1991, he was 
a two-time All-American and a 
four-time PSAC first-team and 
All-District selection. Since his 
college days, he has won three 
club championships in the 
Indiana area and has coached 
at Indiana High School and 
IUP.

Another PSAC champion, 
Albert Taylor ’96 earned four 
conference titles—two in the 
110-meter hurdles and two 
as part of the 400-meter relay 
team. A three-time All-America 
selection, twice outdoors 
and once indoors, Taylor still 
holds the school record in the 
110-meter hurdles with a time 
of 14.16 seconds. In 1992, he 
was the first male IUP athlete 
to qualify for and compete in 
the NCAA Division II Indoor 
Championships.

BY MIRZA ZUKIC

Front row, from left: Brian Spickler, Ed Bouchette, Brittany Gates Torsell, Paul Murphy, Michael 
Sheleheda, Dave Myers, Sylvia Noronha, and Mindy Sawtelle-Zottola. Back row: IUP President Michael 
Driscoll, Rich Bonaccorsi, Eugene Dellemonache, Mike Makinde-Beckles, Albert Taylor, LeRon McCoy, 
Jim Angelo, and Neil Postas.
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A teammate of Taylor’s, Brian 
Spickler ’98, M’02 was a 
two-time All-American in the 
decathlon. He won three PSAC 
titles, two in the decathlon and 
one alongside Taylor in the 
400-meter relay. In 1997, he was 
named the PSAC Athlete of the 
Year in track and field and the 
Most Valuable Field Athlete 
of the PSAC Championships. 
Spickler returned to IUP in 2002 
and coached the track and field 
programs for six seasons before 
leaving to pursue his Olympic 
aspirations with the US bobsled 
team. In 2007, he won the 
national championship in the 
four-man bobsled.

Although he played in only 
60 games over three seasons 
with the men’s basketball 
team, Mike Makinde-Beckles 
’01 still owns some top IUP 
marks. He ranks fifth in career-
average rebounds per game 
(9.3) and eighth in career field 
goal percentage (55.2), and 
he’s tied for eighth in career 
blocks (66). In 1999-2000, he 
helped lead IUP to PSAC and 
Eastern Region titles and to 
an appearance in the NCAA 
Division II Elite Eight. He made 
more than 60 percent of his 
shots, including 50 percent from 
three-point range, to earn PSAC 
West Player of the Year honors 
and a nod as a second-team All-
American.

One of seven IUP players to 
be selected in the NFL Draft, 
LeRon McCoy ’05 was the 
Arizona Cardinals’ seventh-
round pick in 2005. At IUP, 
McCoy averaged 19.1 yards 
per reception, and he ranks 
seventh in school history with 
2,096 career receiving yards. A 
three-time All-PSAC selection, 
McCoy had 25 career receiving 
touchdowns, the third most in 
school history. In his four years 
in the NFL, he saw action in 10 
games and scored a touchdown.

The highest finish ever by an 
IUP man or woman at the 
NCAA Division II Cross Country 

Championships belongs to 
Mindy Sawtelle-Zottola ’05, 
who came in second in 2003. 
That same year, she won the 
PSAC individual cross country 
title and added eight more 
conference titles in indoor and 
outdoor track. Sawtelle-Zottola 
was a two-time PSAC Cross 
Country Athlete of the Year and 
an All-America selection three 
times in cross country and five 
times in track and field. She 
holds IUP records for the mile, 
the 3,000 meter, and the 5,000 
meter in indoor track and for 
the 6K in cross country.

No one protected the net for 
IUP women’s volleyball the 
way Brittany Gates Torsell 
’06 did. Torsell still holds the 

IUP career record in blocks, 
with 589. She was named the 
PSAC West Rookie of the Year 
and the American Volleyball 
Coaches Association Freshman 
of the Year in 2002, when IUP 
went 33-4 and won its most 
recent PSAC title. She also ranks 
second in school history in kills 
and kills per game and fifth in 
hitting percentage. She was a 
four-time All-Region selection 
and a three-time All-PSAC West 
first-team pick.

This year’s honorary Bell 
Ringer Award went to Sylvia 
Noronha. She is a longtime 
supporter of the Nell Jack Golf 
Classic, which benefits women’s 
athletics at IUP. She also 
supports and volunteers with 
the men’s and women’s swim 
teams.

Familiar Face 
Three years after leaving 
the IUP baseball program, 
Anthony Rebyanski ’06 is 
back. Rebyanski was hired 
in August as the university’s 
next baseball coach, replacing 
Jeff Ditch. The top assistant 
under Ditch for six years, 
Rebyanski spent the past two 
seasons as an assistant with 
PSAC rival Cal U. A former 
IUP pitcher, he still ranks in 
the top 10 in school history in 
starts, complete games, and 
innings pitched. The 2002 
PSAC West Rookie of the Year, 
he also racked up 163 career 
strikeouts, the fifth-highest 
total in school history. After his 
IUP baseball career, Rebyanski 
played professionally in the 

For up-to-the-minute news on IUP 
sports, visit www.iupathletics.com. 
There you’ll find all the latest news 

Namedroppers can’t bring you because 
of deadline constraints.

independent Frontier League 
for four seasons and made 99 
appearances as a relief pitcher. 
He also served three years as 
manager of the Butler BlueSox 
and earned the Prospect League 
Manager of the Year Award in 
2014.

Alumni Notes 
When the Pittsburgh Penguins 
won the Stanley Cup in June, 
Chris Stewart ’93, M’96 
earned his third championship 
ring in 11 seasons as an athletic 
trainer in the NHL. He has 
served as the Penguins’ head 
trainer since the start of the 
2006-07 season and was part of 
the 2009 championship team. 
After college, Stewart spent a 
decade in the minor leagues 
before landing his first NHL job 
with the Carolina Hurricanes, 
who went on to win the title 
in 2006.

Basketball has taken Mike 
Taylor ’95 all over the world, 
and his latest stop is Poland. 
Taylor has coached Poland’s 
national men’s basketball 
team since 2014 with good 
results. In September, Poland 
qualified for the 2017 European 
Championships by winning 
its qualifying group with a 
5-1 record. Taylor also guided 
Poland into the knockout stage 
of the 2015 Eurobasket and to 
an 11th-place finish in the 24-
team field. Taylor has coached 
professionally in England 
and Germany and in the NBA 
Developmental League in the 
United States. At IUP, he was 
an assistant from 1997 to 2000. 
As a player, Taylor helped lead 
IUP to two division titles, a 
PSAC championship, and two 
trips to the NCAA Division II 
Elite Eight.

In August, Leander Toney 
’11 became an assistant cross 
country and track and field 
coach on the staff of his former 
IUP teammate Brianna 
Liebold ’11, second-year head 
coach at Cheyney. During his 
two seasons at IUP, Toney was 
a four-time All-American in 
the high jump, earning the nod 
indoors and outdoors. A three-
time PSAC champion, he holds 
the indoor and outdoor school 
record in the event. Toney 
also spent two seasons as an 
assistant at York College.

In June, Herb Moore ’67 was 
home plate umpire in his first 
Pennsylvania Interscholastic 
Athletic Association baseball 
state championship game. 
In addition to the Class AAA 
final, he worked the plate for 
a quarterfinal and semifinal. 
A PIAA official for 51 years 
in basketball and 42 years 
in baseball, Moore, a former 
IUP basketball player, retired 
from Shade-Central City High 
School in Cairnbrook after 37 
years of teaching and coaching 
basketball and football. m
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Drums of Steel
Alumni Have ‘Best of 
Both Worlds’—Football 
and Music—on Steelers’ 
Drum Line

He can’t throw a football 60 yards with pinpoint accuracy, 
but just like Ben Roethlisberger, Vince Wallace 
quarterbacks his team at Heinz Field.

Wallace, who earned a music education degree from IUP in 2009, 
moonlights as owner and director of the Pittsburgh Steeline, the 
official drum line of the Steelers and a fixture on the North Shore 
during football season. His 25-member group features seven former 
and current IUP students. Six others with ties to the university 
performed with the Steeline in years past.

“We have a long tradition of IUP alumni in the Steeline,” said 
Wallace, a Pitcairn resident who teaches instrumental music at 
Propel Charter Schools in suburban Pittsburgh and operates the 
Monroeville Music Lesson Center. “It’s really awesome to have 
people from my college—from a place that was so important to me, 

By Bob Fulton
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Above: Vince Wallace, right, owner and director of the 
Steeline, joined in the cheers as the Steelers came onto the field 
before their October 9 game against the Jets.

Top: Mike Beck, left, Wallace and the rest of the drum line 
warmed up the crowd before the game. 
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so unbelievably instrumental 
in giving me the skills I 
needed—be part of the group 
with me.”

The men and women of 
the Steeline play crash 
cymbals, tenor drums (six flat, 
interconnected, multi-tuned 
drums, like tom-toms), snare 
drums, bass drums, and boom 
drums (bass drums turned 
sideways and played flat). Clad 
in Steelers black and gold, they 
perform for tailgaters in the 
parking lots at Heinz Field for 
approximately two hours prior 
to every home game before 
heading inside. After forming 
the human tunnel through 
which the players run onto the 
field when they’re introduced, 
Steeline members take their 
positions in a roped-off section 
near the end zone stands. 
They play for short periods 
at appropriate times during 
games, their rhythms amplified 
through the stadium’s sound 
system. If the Steelers prevail, 
the Steeline follows with a 
spirited postgame show outside.

“That really is our favorite 
part of the day,” Wallace said, 
“because when the Steelers 
win, the fans are really excited, 
they’re pumped up, they’re 
ready to cheer and celebrate. 
They get to see us up close, get 
to talk to us and take pictures. 
It’s really cool, because as a 
musician, that’s what it’s all 
about—connecting with your 
audience.”

Connecting with the Steelers 
was a bonus. Back when 
Wallace and several others first 
formed the percussion group, 
their aim was to enhance the 
fans’ game-day experience 
at Heinz Field. In their more 
wildly optimistic moments, 
they dared dream even bigger, 
of securing an actual affiliation 
with the team founded by 
Indiana Normal School 
alumnus Art Rooney.

“We had a bunch of like-
minded individuals who 
wanted to start an official 
drum line for the Steelers—we 
wanted to work directly with 
the team,” said Wallace, who 
plays snare drum with the 
Steeline, just as he did with 

IUP’s marching band for four 
years. “That was a concept that a 
lot of other NFL teams had tried 
and found success with. We 
had friends in different ones—
mainly the Philadelphia Eagles’ 
drum line, which has a few 
IUP alumni. I went to graduate 
school in Missouri, and I had 
some friends in the [then-St. 
Louis] Rams’ and Kansas City 
Chiefs’ drum lines. So when I 
moved back to Pittsburgh after 
graduate school in 2011, we 
slowly started to bring this idea 
to fruition, and we had it ready 
for the 2012 football season.”

They launched with little 
fanfare. Members would pay 
to park in the Heinz lots, pull 
out their instruments, and 
begin playing for tailgaters 
before games. They adjourned 
to nearby restaurants or bars 
while the game was in progress, 
then returned to the lots after 
the final gun and played some 
more. Crowds drawn by their 
infectious rhythms and energy 
invariably gathered.       

The Steelers took notice. 
Team representatives invited 
the Steeline to perform both 
outside and inside Heinz Field, 
as their special guests, for a 
preseason game, then requested 
an encore appearance at the 
regular-season finale. In the 
spring of 2013, the Steelers at 
last asked the question Wallace 

had longed to hear: Would the 
Steeline like to become the 
team’s official drum line?

It was, he recalls, a heady 
moment. One of the most 
prominent sports franchises 
on the planet was offering his 
group not only its stamp of 
approval, but pay for its efforts. 
Wallace felt euphoria at first. 
Then he felt…fear.

“We realized we now had an 
official relationship with one of 
the most beloved institutions in 
the city of Pittsburgh, and that 
was a little bit scary,” he said. 
“There was a lot of pressure. 
We’re what the fans think of 
when they think of music and 
the Steelers. It’s a responsibility 
we take seriously, to be great 
role models, to promote 
ourselves in the right way, 
and to always give the best 
performance possible. We have 
a lot of respect for the Steelers 
organization and what it means 
to so many people.” 

To be sure, the Steeline’s reach 
extends far beyond Steelers 
games. The group’s 2016 
schedule lists more than 40 gigs 
at sites other than Heinz Field. 
The Steeline has entertained at 
training camp in Latrobe, pep 
rallies, band festivals, corporate 
functions, community events, 
and even the Penguins’ 
Stanley Cup victory parade 

in June. The Steelers brought 
the Steeline to Canton, Ohio, 
to play at the Pro Football 
Hall of Fame game between 
Pittsburgh and Minnesota in 
2015, when Jerome Bettis was 
inducted. The Steeline even 
performed at a birthday party 
for Roethlisberger’s son Ben Jr. 
last year when he turned three.

“Ben and his wife, Ashley, were 
extremely kind and gracious,” 
Wallace said. “We had a chance 
to meet [now-retired Steelers] 
Brett Keisel and Heath Miller 
and their families at the party, 
and they all really loved the 
show.”

Is it any wonder Wallace 
sometimes has to pinch 
himself? The drummer who 
once marched at Miller 
Stadium on Saturdays now 
plays at Heinz Field on 
Sundays, before crowds 20 
times as large. He’s living a 
dream, blending his devotion to 
music with his devotion to the 
Steelers, hammering out beats 
that appeal to fans of both.

“This really is the best of both 
worlds,” Wallace said. “As 
musicians, we love performing, 
and with few exceptions, most 
of us in the group grew up as 
Steelers fans. Now we get to 
combine those two things. 
And that’s just really, really 
special.” m

IUP alumni and current students on the Steeline, from left: Mike Beck, Charlie Houck ’13, Olivia Sieff, 
Vince Wallace ’09, Ryan Swaney ’16, and Michael Garbett. Charles Rosier ’12 is not pictured.
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Rahkonen, lived in Finland 
for two years as Fulbright 
Scholars. She has been a 
faculty member in the IUP 
History Department since 1998. 
Finlandia Foundation National 
is a California nonprofit that 
has connected members of the 
Finnish-American community 
for more than 50 years.

Unconventional 
Classroom
IUP was among the more than 
50 colleges and universities that 
participated in the Washington 
Center’s two-week seminars 
focused on the national party 
conventions in July. Michele 
Papakie ’93, Journalism and 
Public Relations Department 
chair, accompanied three IUP 
students to the Republican 
convention in Cleveland, and 
David Chambers, Political 
Science Department chair, 

Marking 
Finland’s Freedom  
In recognition of the centennial 
of Finland’s declaration of 
independence, Finlandia 
Foundation National has 
named a handful of Centenary 
Lecturers, and among them is 
Sharon Franklin-Rahkonen, 
IUP associate professor of 
history. Over the next two 
years, she will travel the 
country presenting “The History 
of Finnish Independence,” 
about factors that enabled this 
small corner of the Russian 
empire to declare and retain its 
freedom. While pursuing her 
PhD at Indiana University—
Bloomington, Franklin-
Rahkonen specialized in 
Finnish history. She conducted 
research for her dissertation, 
“Jewish Identity in Finland,” 
while she and her husband, 
IUP music librarian Carl 

Faculty Deaths

Marie Bahn, who retired 
from the Special Education 
and Clinical Services 
Department in 1992 after 
23 years of teaching, 
died August 5, 2016. She 
achieved emerita status 
in 1992.

John A. Cross, a professor 
who retired in 2003 after 
23 years in the Computer 
Science Department, 
died May 6, 2016. He was 
incorrectly identified in 
the summer issue of IUP 
Magazine.

Ramelle MaCoy, a 
faculty member who 
retired in 1998 from the 
Industrial and Labor 
Relations Department, 
died October 10, 2016.

Mary Micco, a faculty 
member who retired in 
2004 after 17 years in 
the Computer Science 
Department, died August 
11, 2016.

John Polesky ’49, 
a professor emeritus 
who retired in 1992 
after teaching business 
education for 31 years, 
died August 10, 2016. He 
was also a retired colonel 
in the US Army. 

Helen Warren ’63, a 
faculty member who 
retired in 1986 after 20 
years in the English 
Department, died May 19, 
2016.

Joan Yanuzzi, a professor 
emerita who retired in 
1988 after 18 years in the 
Educational Psychology 
Department, died June 14, 
2016.

MENTORS

The following former 
faculty members died in 
recent months:

joined six more students at 
the Democratic convention 
in Philadelphia. Offered for 
academic credit, the seminars 
were intended to give students 
a better understanding of 
the nomination process. 
Participants attended lectures 
on topics such as the history 
of political campaigns and the 
role of the media and spent 
the second half of the seminar 
participating in field work 
assignments at the conventions 
and attending receptions and 
rallies. Papakie, Chambers, 
and the other faculty leaders 
had responsibilities that 
included facilitating small-
group discussions and grading 
such assignments as journal 
entries, essays, and interviews. 
Chambers has been on the IUP 
faculty since 1988 and Papakie 
since 2007. m

When Political Science faculty member Gwen Torges became coordinator of IUP Constitution 
Day activities in 2007, she began recruiting faculty colleagues to portray authors of the US 
Constitution. For 10 years now, these “founding fathers” have shared with students their insights 
into writing the country’s supreme law and their reactions to contemporary challenges. Mingling 
with students in front of Stapleton Library during Constitution Day in September were, from 
left, Alexander Hamilton, James Madison, and Ben Franklin, portrayed by Steve Jackson, Joe 
Mannard, and David Chambers, respectively. Mac Fiddner as Charles Pinckney is not pictured.

Founding Fathers Selfie  
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ACHIEVEMENTS
Family Honored 
IUP’s Center for Family Business presented its 2016 Distinguished 
Family Business Award to Delaney Automotive Group in September. 
Started in 1971 by Jack Delaney and Susan Snell Delaney ’64, the 
business now has more than 360 employees at locations in Indiana, 
White Township, and Greensburg. The Delaneys have three children: 
Sons Jack and Tom are dealer operators, and daughter Beth is an 
attorney. Susan Delaney also is a longtime member and past chair of 
the IUP Council of Trustees.

Cyber-excellence
The National Security Agency and the Department of Homeland 
Security have redesignated IUP a Center of Academic Excellence in 
Cyber Defense Education. IUP is one of six institutions in the state 
and one of 200 in the nation to hold the designation. Requirements 
include providing a cyberdefense curriculum. IUP has held the 
designation since 2002.

Safety Star  
The American Society of Safety Engineers selected IUP Safety 
Sciences faculty member Tracey Cekada as the 2016 recipient of its Dr. 
William E. Tarrants Outstanding Safety Educator Award. Cekada is 

the second IUP faculty member to receive the award; Lon Ferguson 
’81, M’86, department chair, was the first recipient of the award in 
2002.

National Recognitions 
• For the 23rd consecutive year, IUP is included in US News   
 & World Report’s Best Colleges list in the National Universities   
 category. IUP is Pennsylvania’s only state-owned university in   
 the national category.

• IUP was included in Forbes’ list of America’s Top Colleges for 2016  
 and Money magazine’s list of Best Colleges for 2016-17.

• The BSEd in Spanish Education K-12 program received full   
 recognition from the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign  
 Languages.

• AACSB (Association to Advance Collegiate Schools of Business)   
 International has reaffirmed the accreditation of IUP’s Eberly   
 College of Business and Information Technology.

• Early Childhood Education Degrees, an educational resource   
 website, has ranked IUP’s online MA in Adult and Community 
 Education program sixth on its list of the top online adult   
 education master’s degree programs.

Indeed, IUP is all about you—your student 
experience and the impact your education has 
had on your life. We want to know how you 
would like to stay in touch and involved. Please 
take the time to update us with your e-mail 
address, and when you do, we’ll send you a 
link to a survey, so that you can tell us what is 
important to you.

IT’S ALL ABOUT

YOU!
Please visit www.alumni.iup.edu/ 
UpdateMyInfo to make sure we 
have your most current contact 
information. Update your 
information by December 31 and 
be entered into a drawing for an 
iPad mini.
Want to provide us with feedback by phone?  
Give us a call at 800-937-2487.

Have questions?  
Send them to alumni-relations@iup.edu.
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ALL ABOUT ALUMNI
1940s
In July, Theta Sigma Upsilon 
sorority sisters Florence 
Webster Gillette ’46 and Jean 
McDougall Cornelius ’47 
took a trip to California and 
Nevada to celebrate their 90th 
birthdays. Florence flew in from 
Kensington, Connecticut, and 
Jean from Cocoa Beach, Florida, 
and the two met in Rocklin. 
Their stops included Folsom 
Lake, Napa Valley, Donner Pass, 
Lake Tahoe, El Dorado Hills, 
and San Francisco, where they 
walked the Golden Gate Bridge. 
Both are retired teachers “living 
the good life,” Jean wrote.

1950s
The National Association of 
Teachers of Singing recently 
presented Joan Frey Boytim 
’55, M’64 with its Lifetime 
Achievement Award. A private 
voice teacher for more than 
50 years, Joan continues to 
give lessons out of her Carlisle 
home. In 1990, she began 
compiling vocal anthologies for 
G. Schirmer and Hal Leonard 
Corporation, and by the end 
of the year, she’ll have 60 
anthologies in print. Joan is also 
active as a clinician at NATS 
conventions and other national 
events. A native of Kutztown, 
she is a 2007 recipient of the 
IUP Distinguished Alumni 
Award for Service. Photos of 
Joan accepting the NATS award 
at the organization’s national 
conference in Chicago appear 
on the Alumni Extra website.

The Foundation for Hope, a 
Pittsburgh-based nonprofit, 
recently named its Volunteer 
of Hope Award after longtime 
Allegheny County Jail 
volunteer Mary Harwick ’58, 
M’60. She is also the award’s 
first recipient. Over the last 28 
years, Mary has taught Bible 
study, aerobics, parenting, 
and anger management at 
the jail. A retired elementary 
counselor, she became known 

for helping women in jail 
and their families, and she is 
one of the founders of Lydia’s 
Place, a Pittsburgh agency that 
offers these women classes in 
parenting and life skills. Mary’s 
record of volunteerism also 
earned her the Jefferson Award 
in 2003. She came to Indiana 
State Teachers College from 
Brookville and now lives in Mt. 
Lebanon.

In his book Diary of a First 
Street Rambler, Ralph Stone 
’58 shares his adventures 
growing up in a steel town 
during World War II. The 
Ramblers, whom he describes 
as an assortment of boys living 
within a four-block radius in 
Monessen, built their own ball 
fields, swam in sulfur creeks, 
raided cherry trees, and had 
other daily adventures. Now 
living in Charleroi, Ralph is also 
the author of 9/11, a Christmas 
Story, published in 2004. The 
books are available through 
major retailers.

1960s
An attorney with the Portland, 
Maine, office of Verrill Dana, 
Charles Oestreicher ’64 is 
included in the Best Lawyers 
peer-review guide for 2017.

Albert Coviello ’65 was 
recently named acting 
president of Garrett College 
in McHenry, Maryland. A 
two-year college near Deep 
Creek Lake, Garrett is known 
for its academic programs in 
adventure sports, agriculture 
management, and natural 
resource and wildlife 
technology.

1970s
The International Spatial 
Accuracy Research Association 
presented Daniel Griffith 
’70, M’72 with a Founder’s 
Award at its recent meeting 
in Montpellier, France. The 
award honors spatial accuracy 

For nearly four decades, John Conrad ’58 taught ceramics 
at San Diego Mesa College. The experimentation, invention, 
and sharing of knowledge characteristic of his career have 
continued well into his retirement. 

John’s one-man show last summer at the American Museum 
of Ceramic Art in Pomona was the first exhibition showcasing 
a technique he developed for applying a dichroic coating to 
porcelain. The spectrum of color comes from a combination 
of silicon dioxide, or quartz; metallic oxides including gold, 
platinum, and cadmium; and rare earth metals like cerium and 
erbium applied in a high-vacuum kiln. The exhibit consisted 
of 40 pieces, bottle forms and platters, many with dimpled 
surfaces that dramatize the reflective qualities.

John came to Indiana State Teachers College from Johnstown. 
He began pushing the boundaries of ceramic art early in his 
career by experimenting with fusing glass on clay. In addition 
to his ISTC degree, he holds an MFA from Carnegie Mellon 
University and a PhD from the University of Pittsburgh. 

The creator of one of the top ceramics programs in California, 
John has written nine books, each on a unique ceramic topic. 
His latest, Black Pearl and Other Saturated Metallic Glazes, 
published in 2010, grew out of three separate trips to China 
to research glazes from the 12th through the 16th centuries. 
His demonstrated expertise earned him a guest professorship 
at Luxon Academy of Fine Arts in Shenyang. John headed 
overseas again this fall at the invitation of Chinese factories.

California artist John Conrad 
and his work from The Dichroic 
Effect exhibition
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scholars for their contributions 
to spatial uncertainty analysis. 
Dan is Ashbel Smith Professor 
of Geospatial Information 
Sciences at the University of 
Texas at Dallas, a 1982 recipient 
of the IUP Distinguished 
Alumni Award, and a 2006 
IUP commencement speaker 
and honorary doctor of science 
degree recipient.

Over the summer, Charles 
Taormina ’70 and Dane 
Konop ’75 returned to campus 
for an interview with Nick 
Tyson ’16 about their Vietnam 
War protests in 1969-70. The 
interview is to be part of an 
IUP-TV documentary. In 
November, Dane led a tour of 
the Battle of the Monongahela 

DESIGNATION OF CODES   |   AA ASSOCIATE OF ARTS DEGREE      CA ACADEMY OF CULINARY ARTS      D DOCTORAL DEGREE      M  MASTER’S DEGREE

Have you noticed this icon at the end of a class note? It means that more information and often photos 
are available on the IUP Magazine website under Alumni Extra, www.iup.edu/magazine/alumniextra.

While fishing, David Walko ’66 always needed an extra set 
of hands, so he thought of a way to free up his own. About a 
decade ago, he developed his Fish Hands Free rod holder, a 
device that secures the rod in a set of lightweight hooks that 
attach to a fishing vest or wader straps. Sometimes he takes 
his rod holder to outdoors shows, but he describes the venture 
as more of a hobby than a business. Dave retired from the 
Punxsutawney School District after teaching high school 
biology for 36 years. He also taught for six more years at IUP’s 
Punxsutawney campus. Learn more at fishhandsfree.com.

After 36 years as a lawyer 
with the Pennsylvania Public 
Utility Commission and the 
Office of the Attorney General, 
Carl Hisiro ’76 retired in July. 
His wife, Debbie Anderson 
Hisiro ’78, retired in June after 
36 years as a reading specialist 
in the Central Dauphin School 
District.

Beaver Falls resident Karen 
Ferrick-Roman ’77 is 
the inaugural director of 
communications and education 
at Village Theater Company 
in Sewickley. The nonprofit’s 
Tull Family Theater will open 
this spring, bringing new 
educational and entertainment 
opportunities to regions 
northwest of Pittsburgh and 
to underserved communities. 
Karen also is director of 
university and student relations 
for the Pittsburgh chapter of 
the International Association 
of Business Communicators 
and is a new board member for 
the Merrick Art Gallery in New 
Brighton.

In May, Darwin Peiffer and 
Phyllis Ferguson Peiffer, 
both of the Class of ’77, 
celebrated 37 years of marriage. 
Darwin recently retired after 
more than 21 years working 
for the Pennsylvania Higher 
Education Assistance Agency 
and helping develop the 
loan market in the Caribbean 
region while in the Education 
Services Group. Phyllis retired 
last summer after more than 36 
years with WellSpan Health. 
She served as assistant food 
service director at York Hospital 
and as a registered dietitian 
in the dialysis unit. Both 
Darwin and Phyllis received 
MBAs from York College of 
Pennsylvania. They have 
one son, Derek, a student in 
Temple University’s School of 
Pharmacy.

site in North Braddock as part of 
the Braddock Road Preservation 
Association’s annual meeting. 
A native of North Braddock, 
Dane is an authority on the 
battlefield, where a British 
force led by General Edward 
Braddock was defeated on 
its way to Fort Duquesne at 
the start of the French and 
Indian War. Learn more at 
braddockroadpa.org.

A Navy veteran and former 
English teacher at Tarentum 
Junior High School, Rich 
Zielinski ’70 is one of 15 
authors who shared true stories 
of heartbreak in the book 
Dammit I Love You, released in 
June by Brandt Street Press. In 
addition to writing “Patricia” for 

the Brandt Street compilation, 
Rich self-published The Short 
Stories of a Strange Man in 
2014 and is now working on 
a second book of stories. He 
and his wife, Carmella, live in 
Pittsburgh with their two dogs.

Retired from teaching, Vincent 
Balitas D’73, of Pottsville, 
recently published The Great 
Bunhill Fields Costume Ball 
and Other Stories, a collection 
of 11 interrelated short fictions. 
Also the author of The Only 
Survivor and Other Poems, 
he is currently at work on a 
novel, Peabody’s Pencil Shop 
and Museum. His latest work 
is available through major 
retailers.

A partner for four years with 
Meyer, Unkovic & Scott in 
Pittsburgh, Andrea Ocepek 
Geraghty ’74, of Point 
Breeze, made Super Lawyers’ 
2016 list of top attorneys in 
Pennsylvania. It is her 12th 
consecutive year on the list. 

Three IUP dietetics graduates 
who are now preceptors 
with the Dietetics Internship 
Program at the University 
of Maryland Eastern Shore 
in Princess Anne, Maryland, 
recently welcomed Cameron 
Cutler ’15 as an intern. Before 
completing the program last 
June, Cameron worked with 
Judy Visco Dzimiera ’76, 
M’78, nutrition educator and 
trainer with the Office of School 
and Community Nutrition 
Programs in the Maryland 
Department of Education; 
Susan Carns Cottongim ’84, 
diabetes education coordinator 
at Peninsula Regional Medical 
Center in Salisbury; and 
Wendy Hartsock Polk ’88, 
director of nutrition services at 
Nanticoke Health Services in 
Seaford, Delaware.

Dave Walko 
modeling his 
fishing-rod holder
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Avenue, next to Hoagie Heaven 
(now Copies Plus), “a favorite 
place to eat of ours in the day,” 
Bill said. Both he and Eileen 
and Jackie and Jim began 
dating in the summer of 1980 
and have now been married 
more than 30 years.

Over the summer, Probabilistic 
Publishing released the book 
Project Risk Quantification, 
by John Hollmann M’81. 
A practitioner’s guide to 
realistic cost and schedule 
risk management, the book is 
designed for engineers involved 
in any kind of manufacturing, 
process, or project. More 
information is available on 
the publisher’s website, www.
decisions-books.com.

For the eighth consecutive year, 
Atlanta Magazine has named 
Lee Ann Murphy Gregg ’82 
a five-star wealth manager. A 
chartered retirement planning 

counselor who has worked in 
the financial services industry 
more than 30 years, Lee Ann 
is vice president and financial 
advisor with Ameriprise 
Financial in Duluth, Georgia.

David Burke ’83 recently 
published a novel, Return 
of the Founding Fathers’ 
Guardians, about a group 
of citizens that fights a 
modern-day war and 
follows “a mission to create 
fairness, truth, and hope by 
reestablishing the economic 
opportunities our society 
once enjoyed.” Learn more at 
returnofthefoundingfathers.
com.

An architect of the Boston 
peace movement that cut the 
city’s homicide rate by nearly 
80 percent in the 1990s, Jeffrey 
Brown M’84 is writing a 
book, The Courage to Listen, 
about his journey. As part 

Have you noticed this icon at the end of a class note? It means that more information and often photos 
are available on the IUP Magazine website under Alumni Extra, www.iup.edu/magazine/alumniextra.

Owner of Luxenberg’s Jewelers 
in Indiana for the past 12 
years, Michael Williams ’77 
announced that the business 
will begin celebrating its 100th 
anniversary this fall.

Seven women who in 1978 
shared a School Street house 
they called the Oasis returned 
last spring to visit their college 
home. “But, just like Joni 
Mitchell’s ‘Big Yellow Taxi,’ 
they paved paradise and put up 
a parking lot!” Karen Vincent 
Kos ’79 wrote. During the 
visit, the former roommates 
also traveled to the Flight 
93 National Memorial near 
Shanksville, Frank Lloyd 
Wright’s Fallingwater and 
Kentuck Knob, and Ohiopyle—
“all during a snowstorm in 
April!” They closed the visit 
with happy hour at the Coney. 
A photo of Karen, Gwen 
Lacoe Arnold ’78, Brenda 
Royer Hughes ’78, Sheree 

McQuaide Wagner ’78, 
Donata Magnani Malone 
’79, Marta Tridico Urban 
’79, and Jayne Cramer 
Bahrenburg ’85 appears on 
the Alumni Extra website.

1980s
In July, the “White House gang” 
and its extended members 
celebrated the retirement of 
Bill Lewis after his 32 years as 
a commercial lender. Jackie 
Postma McCaulley and Jim 
McCaulley hosted the get-
together at their New Jersey 
home. Rounding out the gang 
are Bill’s wife, Eileen Bird 
Lewis, Lucy McCormick 
Cassie, and Nancy McFeeley 
Mirfin, who along with Jackie 
called the house their college 
home. All are part of the Class 
of ’81. The White House was 
located along Washington 
Street, in the triangle it formed 
with 11th Street and Oakland 

The Heinz History Center has 
acquired 90 Neighborhoods 
of Pittsburgh, a collection of 
paintings by Lawrenceville 
artist Ron Donoughe ’80, now 
on permanent display. Ron set 
out three years ago on a project 
to paint all of Pittsburgh’s 90 
neighborhoods. He is a plein 
air painter, meaning he paints 
on location, in the outdoors. 
He traveled the neighborhoods 
in alphabetical order and 
attempted to finish the project 
within a year to capture the 
range of seasons. In August, the 
history center welcomed Ron 
for a discussion, facilitated by 
Maxwell King, president and CEO 
of the Pittsburgh Foundation, 
about his work on the series. 
The paintings are compiled in a 
book of the same name, available 
through the history center. A 
native of Loretto, Ron is also the 
artist behind Homage to Indiana 
County, a collection of 80 oil 
paintings installed in the IUP 
Performing Arts Center.

Ron Donoughe, left, with Andy Masich, Heinz History Center president and CEO, at a preview of 
the exhibit in February
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of the initiative, Jeffrey and 
other clergy members walked 
the streets at night to build 
a connection between the 
people committing violent 
crimes and the church. Over the 
summer, he held a successful 
crowd-funding campaign to 
support the book’s publication. 
An associate pastor at Twelfth 
Baptist Church, he was the 
subject of the story “Miracle on 
the Streets” in the Fall/Winter 
2015 edition of IUP Magazine.

The YMCA of Greater Pittsburgh 
recently welcomed David 
Bluemling ’85 as new vice 
chair on its board of directors. A 
partner in the Pittsburgh office 
of BKD CPAs & Advisors, he is a 
leader of the German-American 
Business Circle of Pittsburgh, 
an advocacy group for the city’s 
German-owned companies. 
In addition to his numerous 
professional associations, he is 
a member of the Foundation for 
IUP’s audit committee and the 
IUP Business Advisory Council. 

A teacher in the Frederick 
County Public Schools, John 
Widmann ’85 spent his 
summer playing carillon 
concerts at Midwestern venues 
including Central Lutheran 
Church in Minneapolis, the 
House of Hope in St. Paul, 
the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, 
Minnesota, and the University 
of Wisconsin in Madison. He 
also played at Mercersburg 
Academy in Pennsylvania and 
at the Luray Singing Tower in 
Virginia.

Visual information specialist 
and photographer at the 
Farm Credit Administration 
in McLean, Virginia, Linda 
Toki ’87 won second place 
for photography in this year’s 
BarnArt Show in Gettysburg. 
Organized by the Historic 
Preservation Society of 
Gettysburg-Adams County, 
the show helps fund grants 
for local barn owners. Her 
photograph, titled “Hard Times,” 

Senior editor and producer at CNN, Joann Sierra ’85 won two 
first-place awards in the White House News Photographers 
Association’s Eyes of History video contest. First-place winners 
are invited to the Oval Office to meet the president, and this 
was the third trip for Joann, also a top winner in 2013 and 2015. 
This year, she won in the Day Feature category for the segment 
“Investigating the Bible,” about Yale scholars who study early 
fragments of the Bible, and in the Sports category for “Super 
Super Bowl,” about the NFL’s popularity despite outrage over 
recent scandals. She took second place in Audio for “Herds Not 
Herbicides,” about the use of goats rather than chemicals to 
clear out invasive plant species. 

Also a decorated rower, Joann won a silver medal last year in 
the US Masters national rowing competition in the category 
lightweight four with coxswain. She competes in doubles and 
in sweep boats, often as the rower who sets the boat’s pace.

At CNN, Joann works with 2010 IUP Distinguished Alumni 
Award winner John Bodnar ’83, also a past winner in the 
Eyes of History contest. She is married to Javier Sierra ’86. 
Links to Joann’s winning videos are available on the Alumni 
Extra website.

Joann Sierra, at top, in front, in a double scull and with 
President Barack Obama after last year’s Eyes of History 
contest. “We actually spoke about rowing,” she said. “It turns 
out First Lady Michelle Obama took private sculling lessons 
and really enjoyed it.”

Harrisburg-area artist 
Shelly Lipscomb 
Echeverria ’89, left, 
has illustrated her first 
children’s book, My 
Elephant-Sized Dream, 
written by her longtime 
friend Bena Hartman, 
right. The book is about a 
young girl who—inspired 
by Martin Luther King 
Jr.’s “I Have a Dream” 
speech—aims to continue 
King’s work in her own 
way. Shelly and former 
Clarion student Bena 
became friends in 1987 as 
line sisters pledging Delta 
Sigma Theta’s citywide 
Theta Beta chapter. They 
plan to collaborate on 
additional picture books 
to promote literacy and 
the arts in children, 
Shelly said. My Elephant-
Sized Dream is available 
through Masthof Press 
and major retailers.
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ARRIVALS
2000s 
To Nick Yachup ’02 and 
Sherri Hilty Yachup 
’06, a daughter, Penelope 
Ann, October 21, 2015. To 
Christina Marco-Fies 
M’05, D’13 and Shawn Fies, 
a son, Andrew Christian, 
January 26, 2016. To Ashley 
Bothel Gallo ’06 and 
Michael Gallo, a daughter, 
Gabriella Ashley, June 27, 
2016.

2010s 
To Lisa Miller M’13 and 
Timothy Maul, a son, Declan, 
October 20, 2015.

After successfully defending 
her dissertation on the 
motivations, relationships, 
and decision making of 
western Pennsylvania public 
school board members, Mary 
Catherine Rankin Reljac ’95 
earned her doctor of education 
degree from the University of 
Pittsburgh.

Robert Badowski ’96 
has joined the faculty at 
Westminster College in New 
Wilmington as assistant 
professor of business. He holds 
an MBA and a doctorate from 
Robert Morris, in addition to his 
IUP degree.

When Mike Barnett ’96, M’98 
teaches his popular course 
in rock music and culture at 
the University of Colorado 
Boulder next semester, he’ll be 
using the textbook he wrote. 
Cognella Academic Publishing 
will release the book, Rock: 
A Musical and Cultural 
Perspective, in January. The 
text opens with a prehistory of 
the genre, then focuses on rock 
and its major sub-genres from 
the 1960s through the end of 
the 20th century. The book also 
explores the significant and 
lasting effects of rock culture 
on society, Mike said. More 

1990s
The YMCA of Greater Pittsburgh 
has renewed the term of Mike 
Tomera ’90 as treasurer on its 
board of directors. A partner in 
the PricewaterhouseCoopers 
Pittsburgh Tax Services practice 
and leader of its US Metals 
practice, Mike is a certified 
public accountant who has 
provided tax consulting 
services to corporate clients for 
more than 25 years.

Regular Guy Monuments, 
an exhibition by Doug 
McGlumphy M’92, was 
on display at Washington & 
Jefferson College’s Olin Fine 
Art Gallery earlier this fall. 
Doug’s large-scale sculptures 
take the form of traditional 
monuments but are made 
from materials found in the 
architecture and daily lives of 
the working class. Doug teaches 

sculpture, drawing, and design 
at Washington & Jefferson and 
owns and operates Hisrich Hills 
House Bed and Breakfast and 
ArtFarm in Stone Creek, Ohio. 
He was an assistant at IUP’s 
University Museum while 
working on his MFA.

Value-Based Security 
Procurement, a book by 
David Serafine ’93, now 
serves security practitioners 
in 25 countries. Published 
by the American Society for 
Industrial Security, the book 
offers organizations insight on 
selecting a security vendor. 
David is senior director for 
brand protection at Flex, an 
international supply chain 
solutions company. His book 
is available through major 
retailers.

A psychologist in the Jeannette 
City School District, Leechburg 
resident Robert Gregory 
’94, M’96, D’08 set the world 
deadlift record at 512.5 pounds 
in the 165-pound, masters 
40-44, raw classic division at 
the Revolution Powerlifting 
Syndicate Inferno meet last 
spring at Cal U. He set the 
record at a body weight of 159.6 
pounds.

features a barn belonging to 
her neighbor in Adams County. 
Linda, who also teaches iPhone 
photography, shot the prize-
winning photo with her phone. 

The Ohio chapter of the Society 
of Professional Journalists 
recently presented Patrick 
Pacalo ’88 with three first-
place awards: Best Criticism/
Editorial for “HIV/AIDS Needs 
Research Funding” in the 
Youngstown Vindicator and 
Best Criticism/Editorial and 
Best Investigative Reporting 
for work on his Cold Warfare 
website. A retired captain in 
the US Army Reserve and the 
author of numerous books on 
national security history, Pat 
recently posted an essay, “Real 
Lessons from the Cold War,” on 
his website, coldwartruth.com. 
Pat lives with his husband, Joe, 
in Boardman.

This year’s Black Alumni Reunion welcomed back IUP 
alumni for three days of events, including a campus tour, a 
yard show in Gorell Recital Hall, a reception and dinner, and 
activities surrounding the October 1 football game against 
Seton Hill. Tica Harris ’90 and her guest David Edmonds were 
among those at the Crimson Huddle pregame reception at the 
Kovalchick Complex.
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case for the Post-Gazette and 
describes in her book the 
murder investigation and trial 
that resulted in the conviction 
of Klein’s husband, Robert 
Ferrante. Paula returned to IUP 
on Homecoming weekend for a 
speaking engagement and book 
signing. She has also worked for 
newspapers in Pottsville and in 
Savannah, Georgia. Her book is 
available through ForeEdge, an 
imprint of the University Press 
of New England, and through 
major retailers.

information is available on the 
publisher’s website. 

Now in his 19th year of law 
enforcement with the City of 
Bethlehem, Wade Haubert 
Jr. ’96 was promoted to patrol 
sergeant last spring.

A reporter with the Pittsburgh 
Post-Gazette since 2003, Paula 
Reed Ward ’96 has written her 
first book, Death by Cyanide: 
The Murder of Dr. Autumn 
Klein. Paula covered Klein’s 

and has been renewed for a 
second season. Trisha also had a 
recurring role as Millie Rose on 
the series Glee (2009-15).

2000s
Assistant director of 
International Student and 
Scholar Services at IUP, Jessica 
Strawn Dories ’01, M’03 will 
serve a three-year term on the 
National Association of Foreign 
Student Advisors Trainer Corps. 
As a corps volunteer, she’ll 
deliver workshops online 
and at NAFSA meetings and 
conferences throughout the 
year.

Routledge Eye on Education 
recently published From 
Me to We: Using Narrative 
Nonfiction to Broaden Student 
Perspectives, the first book by 
Jason Griffith ’02. Jason is a 
teaching assistant and PhD 
student in English education at 
Arizona State University.

Greene County Schools in 
Stanardsville, Virginia, has 
hired Adam Midock ’03 
as principal of Nathanael 
Greene Elementary School. He 
has taught and worked as a 
school administrator in central 
Virginia for more than 11 years.

Last year, Erin Krueger ’02 
sold 344 homes totaling more 
than $65 million, making 
her one of the nation’s top 
real estate professionals. 
Real Trends, a Denver-based 
consulting and publishing 
company, ranked Erin 15th 
in the country and first in 
Tennessee for individual 
transactions. She is also a 
member of Real Trends’ 
“Thousand Top Real Estate 
Professionals,” placing her in 
the top half of 1 percent of more 
than 1.1 million professionals 
nationwide. Erin has worked 
in the Nashville area for more 
than a decade and is leader 
of the Erin Krueger Team of 
Benchmark Realty, LLC.

Actress Trisha Rae Stahl ’98 is 
a series regular in Tyler Perry’s 
latest drama, Too Close to 
Home, airing on TLC. The show 
is about a young woman from a 
working-class family who finds 
success in Washington, DC, but 
returns home after becoming 
embroiled in a political scandal 
involving the president. 
Trisha’s character is Jolene 
Hayes, whom she describes 
as “the source of the family’s 
dysfunction.” Filmed in Atlanta, 
the series debuted in August 
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1990s
Craig Campbell ’98 to 
Joanne Bibb, August 6, 2016.

2010s
Jake Dulick ’10, M’11 
to Carly Price, August 6, 

WEDDINGS
2016. Jessica Brown ’11 to 
Michael Mey, September 
3, 2016. Erin Harr ’11 to 
Zachary Horn, May 21, 2016. 
Tyler Dummermuth ’14 to 
Desiree Donley ’15, June 4, 
2016. Amanda Thompson 
’14 to Evan Lavanish, 
September 19, 2015. 

After leaving her job as 
drug and alcohol program 
manager in the Pennsylvania 
Department of Corrections, 
Renea Snyder ’03 opened 
her own addiction treatment 
facility in July. Migliore 
Treatment Services is an 
outpatient clinic in Harrisburg. 
The facility’s CEO, Renea 
has worked in the treatment 
field more than 13 years 
and received international 
recognition for developing 
the first recovery model for 
correctional settings. She and 
her husband, Corey, have two 
boys, Izayah and Joziyah.

Mary Kay Agamedi Cooper 
D’04 recently became director 
of alumni affairs at Texas A&M 
University in San Antonio.

Christina Marco-Fies M’05, 
D’13 and her husband, Shawn, 
shared a photo of their infant 
son, Andrew Christian, born in 
January, on the Alumni Extra 
website.

Assistant director in the IUP 
Office of Alumni Relations, 
Sara Barnett Lawer ’06, M’08 
is the author of a chapter in 
the book Lasting Impressions: 
Laying the Foundation for 
Engaged and Philanthropic 
Future Alumni, released last 
summer by the Council for 
Advancement and Support of 
Education. The book includes 
advice from more than 20 
experts on how colleges and 
universities can build strong 
advancement programs 
aimed at engaging students 
throughout their time on 
campus. CASE approached Sara 
two years ago about writing 
the chapter, titled “Managing 
Volunteers, Motivation, 
Accountability, Oh My!”

Assistant professor and doctoral 
program coordinator in the 
Educational Technology 
Department at New Jersey City 
University, Chris Carnahan 
’07, M’09, D’12, along with 
two coauthors, has written 
a book about how educators 
can incorporate drones into 
their curriculum. Drones 
in Education, published by 
the International Society for 
Technology in Education, 
includes lesson plans and real-
world applications involving 
the remote-controlled aircraft. 
Learn more at www.iste.org/
drones.

Northampton Community 
College in Bethlehem has hired 
Elyse Holben ’08 as director of 
scholarship programs. In 2014-
15, the college awarded nearly 
$680,000 in scholarships—more 
private scholarship aid than 
any other community college 
in the state. Elyse previously 
held a variety of positions 
with minor league baseball 
teams and with the American 
Hockey League’s Lehigh Valley 
Phantoms. 

Band director at Colorado’s 
Basalt Middle School, Nick 
Lenio ’09 was one of two 
teachers in the state and 
290 in the country to make 
the quarterfinal round for 
the Grammy in the Schools 
Music Educator of the Year 
award. Presented at the 2017 
Grammy Awards, the prize 
recognizes a significant and 
lasting contribution to music 
education. Nick’s middle school 
band program has a student 
participation rate of more than 
50 percent.

As product line manager for women’s and children’s hunting 
apparel at Under Armour, Meredith Hollandsworth ’09 
oversees her product from start to finish. She plans the clothing 
line, works with designers and fabric and color experts, travels 
to Asia to look at samples, and works with the marketing and 
sales teams as well as celebrity hunters signed to the brand, 
including Tiffany Lakosky, Eva Shockey, and Taylor Drury. 

But another part of her job is hunting and fishing, and she 
travels the country doing it. Spending time in the field, she 
explained, builds a better understanding of clothing needs and 
results in a better product.

It’s quite a departure from New York City, where she started 
her career working for Ralph Lauren. After two years, she 
moved back to her home state of Maryland to work in product 
development with Jos. A. Bank, and three years ago, she started 
as a sourcing manager at Under Armour. Before accepting the 
product line manager position, she had never been hunting. 

Meredith’s first women’s hunting collection arrives in stores 
this fall, and she’s also launching Under Armour’s first hunting 
collection just for girls. “I’ve put my heart and soul into it,” she 
said. “To be able to walk into a Cabela’s or Bass Pro or Dick’s 
Sporting Goods and see it on the floor will absolutely be a high 
point for me.”

Meredith Hollandsworth in Utah’s Wasatch Mountain Range: 
“Never in my wildest dreams did I think I’d end up making 
camo apparel and packing a 250-pound mule deer on my back 
up the most gorgeous Utah mountain range. But here I am.”
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Institute, Dan Saftner ’11 
has been awarded a Fulbright 
Scholarship for groundwater 
research in Niger. He aims 
to improve access to safe, 
sustainable drinking water 
sources for residents of Maradi. 
Dan’s work, in cooperation with 
World Vision’s Niger Integrated 
Water, Sanitation, and Hygiene 
Project, will be part of his 
master’s thesis research project.

The IUP College of Education 
and Educational Technology 
presented its 2016 Alumni 
Scholar Award to Bradley 
Wiggins D’11, associate 
professor and head of the 
Department of Media 
Communications at Webster 
University’s Vienna campus. 
Before his doctoral study at 
IUP, he managed the language 
and intercultural training and 
interpreting division of Echo 
International in Pittsburgh.

Pursuing his PhD in quantum 
chemistry at Georgia Tech, 
Stephen Shiring ’12 spent 
much of his year conducting 
research at King Abdullah 
University of Science and 
Technology in Saudi Arabia. 
While visiting in June, 
Stephen’s father, Stephen 
Shiring ’81, M’85, IUP 
Hospitality Management 
Department chair, also met 
up with a former student, 
Adel Albalushi ’12. Adel 
represented IUP’s College of 
Health and Human Services on 
the Crimson Court in 2010, the 
Homecoming tradition’s first 
year. A photo of the three as 
they toured the city of Jeddah 
appears on the Alumni Extra 
website.

This fall, Rebecca Zukowski 
D’13 started her new position 
as executive director of Loyola 
University Maryland’s Clinical 
Centers, which provide 
psychological, literacy, hearing, 
speech, and language services 
as well as pastoral counseling. 
Becky was previously dean 
and professor in the College 

2010s
When Jake Dulick ’10, M’11, 
of Pittsburgh, married Carly 
Price in August, a number 
of IUP alumni joined in 
the celebration. They were 
Ryan Wall ’08, Brittany 
Owens ’10, Jordan Shaw 
’10, Derek Tabar ’10, Nick 
Eonta ’11, Stephanie Keene 
’11, Brandon Marshall ’12, 
Jocelyn Butts Marshall ’10, 
and Edward Dulick ’14.

A student in the Chemistry 
PhD program at Georgia Tech, 
Jennifer Beveridge ’11 was 
part of the winning team in 
Merck’s Biopharma Innovation 
Cup competition. Her team 
received 20,000 euros for its 
proposal for controlling the 
transmission of schistosomiasis, 
also known as snail fever. 
Out of 900 applicants from 53 
countries, Merck chose 31 to 
take part in the competition. 
The science and technology 
company flew the participants 
to Darmstadt, Germany, to work 
for four days on developing 
a project plan around their 
original idea. “I’m quite excited 
that I will be working with 
Merck’s Global Health division 
as a consultant to implement 
the project we designed, which 
has the potential to help tackle 
a widespread, neglected tropical 
disease,” she wrote.

At their September wedding, 
Jessica Brown ’11 and 
Michael Mey welcomed many 
IUP alumni, faculty, and staff 
guests. The wedding party 
included Brittany Skedel ’11, 
Elizabeth McKillop-Segura 
’11, and Victoria Sternby ’12.

When Erin Harr ’11 and 
Zach Horn were married 
in May, the wedding party 
included Elizabeth Guckes 
Swackhammer ’11, Kelly 
Woodburn ’11, and Kira 
Wray ’11.

A graduate research assistant 
at Nevada’s Desert Research 

Galerie Marzee, in 
the Netherlands, 
recently awarded 
Luci Jockel 
’14 a Marzee 
International 
Graduate Prize. Luci 
was recognized for 
work she completed 
at the Rhode Island 
School of Design 
as a student in the 
Master of Fine Arts 
program in jewelry and metalsmithing. The prize went to 10 
of the most promising jewelry students worldwide, and Luci 
was the sole winner from the United States. In her jewelry, 
Luci makes use of the remains of animals—from groundhogs to 
honeybees—that she obtains from hunters and beekeepers or 
finds herself, as well as lichen and other dried flora.

She describes her work as a eulogy for animal life. “My 
intention is to bring awareness of their death and how it relates 
to our own lives,” she said. “Interacting with these relics—
holding them close to the body—may instill an empathetic 
awareness of fauna.”

In the photo, Luci is wearing Seven Sorrows, one of her seven 
winning pieces, made of muskrat skulls, silver, 24k gold foil, 
honeycomb, honey bee, ladybug, lichen, and allium seed pods.
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Luci Jockel, wearing 
Seven Sorrows
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Have you noticed this icon at the end of a class note? It means that more information and often photos 
are available on the IUP Magazine website under Alumni Extra, www.iup.edu/magazine/alumniextra.

When Owens Corning’s fiberglass insulation plant in Fairburn, Georgia, went through a multi-
million-dollar rebuild of its production line last summer, a heavily IUP-fueled team oversaw the 
project’s safety. The project—involving plant-wide upgrades and equipment additions, including 
Fairburn’s first robot—required round-the-clock work under stringent safety rules and regulations. 
Owens Corning’s Ann DeValerio ’89, ’16 and Tyler Grayson ’15 provided 24-hour safety oversight 
of the 275 craftsmen and were actively involved in planning, safety coaching, and safety reviews 
and investigations. The project’s safety efforts paid off: There was just one minor contractor injury 
in more than 236,100 man-hours worked. A number of other IUP graduates, in addition to Ann and 
Tyler, provided safety support through various contractors. Pictured, from left, are Tyler Grayson; 
Laura Helmrich Rhodes ’88, M’93, of the IUP Safety Sciences faculty; Brandon Lawson ’13; 
Ann DeValerio; and Chris Sheehan ’10. Other IUP safety participants included Craig Campbell 
’98, Mike Durbin ’10, John Kanyan ’10, and Ken Shankle ’10. Additional photos appear on the 
Alumni Extra website.

of Nursing at Resurrection 
University in Chicago. She also 
served as director of the IUP 
Research Institute’s Business 
and Technology Group, Inc.

On the Alumni Extra website, 
Tyler Dummermuth 
’14 and Desiree Donley 
Dummermuth ’15 have 
shared photos from their June 4, 
2016, wedding and from Tyler’s 
days on the IUP football team. 

The family of Bill Sugra ’93 
featured Marc Colón ’16, 
recipient of the Bill Sugra 
Memorial Scholarship at IUP, 
in its summer newsletter for the 
annual golf outing held in Bill’s 
memory. A native of North 
Philadelphia, Marc thanked 
the Sugras and said he aims 
to do for future students what 
they have done for him. Bill 
Sugra lost his life in the terrorist 
attacks on the World Trade 
Center on September 11, 2001.
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DEATHS
1938: Louise Kovach
1939: Janet Irey Knorr
1941: Doris Mahan Moore, 
Tobias Santarelli
1943: Billie Bright Campbell, 
Harold Linamen, Leonard 
Mathey, Nellie Riggs McQuillis 
1945: Florence Halstead 
Newman, Carmen Baker Slep
1946: Irma Lewis Double, Sara 
Campbell Gehr
1948: Thelma Paulisick Watson
1949: Robert Dreisbach, Vernon 
Elgin, Elizabeth Oliver Lake, 
John Polesky*, Janice Taylor 
Whittaker
1950: Katherine White Belfer, 
Charles Reese, Leo Vogel
1951: Ann Sharp Edelson, Mary 
Watson Moss, John Ray
1952: Helen Ream Kime
1953: Barbara Hays Denison, 
Donna Durst Salvadore, Joseph 
Santella
1954: Daniel Belli
1956: Leo Peta
1957: Nancy Crawford Hebrank
1958: Russell Collie, Martha 
Molnar
1959: Elnora Booth Alveberg, 
Eleanor Garland Enterline
1960: Mary Sue Casey Beckage, 
Rocco Lamberti, Irvin Lyter, 
Thomas Swardell, Eleanor 
Tompkins Wascovich

1961: Louis Angelo
1962: Patricia Bair, Filbert 
Benevento, Dorothy Yuhas 
Bongo
1963: Juanita Baim Crawford, 
Samuel Cummings, Harold 
Grove (M), Gary Meyers, Robert 
Quinn, Marijane Grabe Troyer, 
Helen Warren*
1964: Janet Wetzel Cousins
1965: Carol Caputo Lippencott 
(M), Victor Skukalek
1966: Lois Shick Hetrick. 
Martha Culp Hogg
1967: Judith Herbst Abbruzzese, 
Cheryl Byrne Loukas, Judith 
Jeffrey Oswalt
1968: Charles Mountain, 
Richard Zanella
1969: Rebecca Holmes, Richard 
Kline (M), Jeffrey Maring, 
Wayne Sink
1970: Jonetta Patrick Gaul, 
Beverly Ward Henderson, 
James Hilty, Ginger Rorabaugh 
Momyer, Robert Smoley, 
Harold Walters
1971: Kathleen Bellissimo, 
Christopher Cuneo, Helen 
Murray Hummel
1972: Gregory Andreas, Ruth 
Carson (M)
1973: Leonard Capuzzi, Daniel 
Deaton, Harold Garlick Jr., 
Catherine Chicka Kunkle

1975: Greg Leysock, Edward 
Onuscheck (M)
1976: Carol Bolz, Patricia 
Simpson Brodahl (M), Todd 
Hoover, John Leftwich (D)
1977: Marjorie Green Vincent
1978: Glenn Borrelli, Dorothy 
Wright Garland, Barbara Mrvos, 
Michael Schessler
1979: Mark Fassio, Cynthia 
Gurgacz Jacob, Mark Purcell, 
Lois Cooley Schirra
1981: Robert Gearhart Jr. (M)
1983: Stephen Domville, Kelley 
Lalley
1984: Pamela Ellison, Renee 
Varner Lash (M), Thomas Marsh
1986: Teresa Spino
1987: Helen (Suzy) Pellegrene 
Purpura
1988: Jeffrey McAfoose (M)
1989: Anna-Hughes Carone 
(M), Diane Ferencak, Lucy 
Huskey Mallory
1990: Kurt Tempinski
1991: Sandra Zarnesky Brown, 
Sheila Hines Crusciel
1992: Karen McAdoo Foust
1995: Kimberly Smith (M)
1996: Kate Zulkosky Coller
1997: Frank Brown, Daniel 
Schaeffer (M)
1998: Dianne Terlion (M)
2004: Saul Greenwald, James 
Vaughn

2006: Robert Gordon (CA)
2009: Gale Noonan (M)
2010: Alexander Taylor
2011: Joshua Morford
2016: Tyler Mostek

*current or former faculty member, 
staff member, or administrator

Note: In cases in which more than 
one IUP degree was earned, the year 
of only the first degree is indicated. 
Deaths of faculty members are 
reported in the Mentors section of 
this issue. 

Other Deaths
Casey Barrett, a sophomore in 
the Management Department, 
died October 6, 2016.

Mason Cunningham, a 
sophomore in the Geoscience 
Department, died September 
10, 2016. 

Robert Davies, who retired as 
director of the Pechan Health 
Center in 1983 after nine years 
of service, died August 5, 2016.

Shirley Leonardo, who retired 
as secretary in the Physics 
Department in 2002 after 30 
years of service, died August 7, 
2016.

Inspired by a photo from the 1990s of three fans spelling out “IUP” 
with their painted chests, Mike Griffiths ’07, Anthony Stilianidis 
’08, and Rick Gerlach ’06 (from left) borrowed the idea but stayed 
warmer by displaying each letter on a T-shirt. Mike hand painted the 

originals in 2005 (shown at left), but the three have since had new 
shirts made. This year, they returned to campus for Homecoming 
in October and posed in sequence (at right) at the Crimson Huddle 
pregame party at the Kovalchick Complex.
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From construction of the pyramids in ancient Egypt to the existence 
of life on other planets—every field has its mysteries. The question 
for faculty members in this installment of Vantage Point: 

Steve Hovan, Geoscience

Can we predict earthquakes in advance?  

Most of our current knowledge about 
predicting earthquakes is based on 
probability—do you live in an area 
prone to earthquakes and how long has 
it been since one last occurred? Geologists 
are fairly knowledgeable about what causes 
earthquakes. They are related to movement of 
rocks caused by plate tectonics, underground magma, 
landslides, etc. This helps us to define regions prone to earthquakes 
but not to predict when they will happen. As we learn more about 
how rocks deform inside the earth, we will have a clearer picture of 
what happens before, during, and after an earthquake. And once we 
know what happens just before an earthquake, we might just be able 
to monitor for early warning signs that will help us predict them in 
advance. Even a few minutes of early warning will save precious 
lives. 

Irene Kabala, Art

Is the Turin Shroud truly an image of 
Christ?

I am fascinated by the authenticity of 
the Shroud of Turin, ostensibly Christ’s 
burial cloth. The humble 14-foot by 3-foot 
linen fragment bears two imprints of a 
naked man’s body: frontal and back views. 
Remarkably, these are negatives transcribed 
from flesh to woven cloth in a process analogous to photography. 
Despite the utter documentary silence about the shroud’s history 
until the mid-14th century, for believers the textile is an eloquent 
witness to the truth of God made flesh. The numinous presence 
scorched into the shroud has both united and polarized scholars 
from diverse backgrounds. In the 1980s, textile historians, botanists, 
scientists, linguists, art historians, and theologians gathered to apply 
objective methods in their quest to answer the question: Is the Turin 
Shroud truly an image of God or is it a mere hoax? Early conclusions 
dated the textile to the mid-14th century. However, the accuracy 
of carbon-14, a common dating method that measures the decay of 
carbon after an organism dies, was challenged. So, we await answers 
to the profound questions that inspire us to breach the boundaries 
that limit our possibilities.   

Phillip Neusius, Anthropology 

When did humans reach the New World? 

For decades, it was commonly held that 
the first humans entered the Americas 
12,000 years ago. They came after the last 
glaciation through an ice-free corridor 
in what is now western Canada, crossing 
over from Asia along an exposed land 
bridge connecting Asia with Alaska. Recently 
a handful of sites in the Americas have been dated 
earlier than 12,000 years old. One of the most famous is Meadowcroft 
Rockshelter in Washington County, Pennsylvania. Unfortunately, 
the sites are few, and there is still a lot of debate on their actual age. 
The consensus is that humans were here more than 12,000 years ago, 
but how much more remains a mystery. 

David Piper, Employment and Labor 
Relations

What really happened to Jimmy Hoffa?

James Riddle (Jimmy) Hoffa was 
the president of the International 
Brotherhood of Teamsters from 1957 to 
1971. He built one of the largest unions 
in the United States and was linked to 
organized crime. The events that occurred 
during his tenure eventually led to the passage of 
many labor laws we still use today. He disappeared from the Machus 
Red Fox restaurant near Detroit in 1975 and was legally declared 
dead in 1982. Many theories about his disappearance exist, but to 
date, what really happened to Jimmy Hoffa remains a complete 
mystery.

Parimal Bhagat, Marketing

How do marketers influence consumer 
choice in this ever-changing landscape?

We see today an increase in convergence 
among offline and online media, 
messages, and purchasing channels. 
Simultaneously, media consumption and 
shopping patterns evolve among disparate 
groups such as millennials and baby boomers. 
Marketers look for ways to influence these segments 
and impact consumption decisions. To complicate matters, open 
innovation and crowdsourcing models show that consumers are 
able to influence the design and production of new, innovative 
products and services. Today’s consumers are not passive. They tell 
marketers what they want, where they want it, how they want to 
learn about it, and what they are willing to pay for it. On the other 
side, marketers would love to find consumers’ “buy button.” The 
emerging field of consumer neuroscience suggests influencing the 
consumer’s rational, emotional, and “reptilian” brain, using cues 
in the product and retail environment. Bringing all this together 
requires an approach I call marketing synchronicity—the real-time, 
continual business and marketing activities to meet the current and 
emerging needs of consumers.

VANTAGE POINT

What one unsolved mystery or 
unanswered question related 
to your field of study would you 
most like to see resolved?  



In addition to medical knowledge, good nurses have 
a strong bedside manner and confidence. Before 
nursing students enter their first clinical experiences 
in hospitals, they work with clinical kits, which 
contain all the instruments they will encounter. The 
mandatory kits familiarize them with the experience 
to come. For some students, purchasing the kits 
presents a financial hardship.

Jim Dickey ’64 and his wife, Mary Ann, spotted the 
need and decided to cover the cost of kits for all of 
IUP’s 180 sophomore nursing students.

“It’s difficult to describe the impact of Mr. and Mrs. 
Dickey’s generosity,” said Theresa Gropelli, who 
chairs the Nursing and Allied Health Department.  
“So many of our students don’t have money for 
extras. The kits cost more than a hundred dollars 
each, but what might be more meaningful is how it 
has inspired some of our senior students to donate 
their kits back to the department, for future students 
who might not be able to cover the cost. What the 
Dickeys did is contagious. A true inspiration.”

180 Degrees  
of Impact

When you invest in program and equipment needs, you ensure students have the chance to practice their 
passion in real-life situations and enhance their ability to be the best at whatever it is they choose to become. 
If you would like to discuss the possibilities, contact Evan Bohnen, associate vice president for Development, 
by calling 855-477-5266 or by sending e-mail to iup-giving@iup.edu.

Jim and Mary Ann Dickey and a few of their 180 benef iciaries
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A mirrored image of John Sutton Hall appears in the glass façade of the new College of Humanities and Social Sciences building, just west of 
Sutton Hall.

REFLECTING ON SUTTON
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