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On the Treetops
From the roof of Weyandt Hall, university 
photographer Keith Boyer captured this bird’s-eye 
view of the Oak Grove’s north side, bordered by 
Oakland Avenue on the right.
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In a world filled with change and challenge, the best 
investment we can make is in those who will lead us and 
our heirs to solutions. IUP has a long history of producing 
solutionists, because we know that opportunities don’t, in and 
of themselves, transform the world, and problems certainly 
don’t solve themselves. People are what make it happen.

I am very fortunate because I have a front row seat to observe 
the creation of our world’s hope. After all, IUP is in the perfect 
position to create solutions to ensure our communities are safe, 
healthy, and improving. 

In this edition of IUP Magazine, you’ll find an extensive 
story on projects related to making life better for people with 
autism, and I couldn’t be more pleased. Take, for instance, 
Joann Migyanka’s work with a Pittsburgh hospital to create 
protocols for managing emergency room patients with autism. 
It has caught the attention of her counterparts at New York 
University and several hospitals, which are using her materials 
to create their own protocols.

Innovative thinking at IUP is not unique to Dr. Migyanka’s 
work. We have a network of centers and institutes that tackle 
issues related to drug use, cybersecurity, psychological issues, 
education, nutrition, and so much more. 

When we collaborate across disciplines to examine questions 
and answers and integrate the student experience into 
our faculty’s research and service, we create a powerful 
combination that provides solutions now and in the future.

If you need proof of that result, take a look at our Distinguished 
Alumni Award winners, also featured in this issue, from 
Terry Yosie ’74, a national leader in economic development, 
environmental protection, and social responsibility, to Dave 
Reed ’00, whose work in the Pennsylvania legislature has 
focused on issues surrounding poverty, to Almar Latour ’94, 
who affects the way the world receives information. They are a 
modest sampling of the type of solutionists IUP produces.

When news about violence, drug addiction, environmental 
safety, and floundering schools tempts me to despair about the 
future, I need only glance at the remarkable success of IUP’s 
alumni and at the high-impact work of our community. I am 
filled with hope, and I am, indeed, fortunate to be able to invest 
my talent in this great university. I hope you feel the same way.

Michael A. Driscoll
President

Solutions 
Now and Later

MESSAGE FROM THE

PRESIDENT
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SUMMER WONDER 
Every blade of grass was in place in 
this view of the Oak Grove looking 
northwest from McElhaney Hall.
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Acting for Autism

Curious about life in the US, 
Almar Latour came from the 
Netherlands to IUP more 
than 25 years ago. Now he 
experiences Manhattan daily as 
publisher of Dow Jones Media 
Group.

IUP faculty members weigh 
in on which one person, past 
or present, they would take to 
lunch.

For many of the first graduates 
of newly rechristened Indiana 
University of Pennsylvania, the 
change 50 years ago from college 
to university seemed only 
natural.

The IUP Alumni Association 
presented its highest honor to 
alumni in fields ranging from art 
to environmental protection to 
safety engineering.

IUP is working to better prepare 
emergency departments to care 
for patients with autism and to 
help students with autism find 
fulfilling careers after college.

7

25

5

20
36

10

22

12

COVER: Almar Latour ’94 in the new IUP College of Humanities and Social Sciences building. 
Photograph by Keith Boyer

ABOVE: Psychology faculty member Lisa Newell, right, and Shara Rosen ’16 studied where 
people’s eyes focus when they watch someone talk and how that focus may vary in people with 
autism. Their project is one of many across campus that address autism. See the story on 
page 12.
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In a video interview, Joann Migyanka discusses her 
efforts to help prepare first responders and emergency 
departments to work with people with autism. The 
interview appears with the story “Acting for Autism” 
on the magazine website, www.iup.edu/magazine.

After a promising first season with Seattle Mariners 
affiliate the Everett AquaSox, IUP standout Ryan Uhl 
is still chasing his baseball dream. Catch up with Uhl 
in a story on the IUP Magazine website. 

IUP Magazine

IUP Magazine

IUP Magazine

iup-magazine@iup.edu



and Chad Henry [’96, M’98] coaching and 
scouting, respectively, while in Detroit—
proving it is a small world, and IUP pride is 
everywhere.

My journey has taken me more places than 
I could ever have imagined: Seven years in 
the NFL between Buffalo and Detroit. Three 
consecutive Super Bowls in my first three 
years is something that doesn’t happen very 
often, if ever again. Honestly, I would have 
been satisfied with the time that I interned 
for two summers in Detroit just as a summer 
job.

So I write to you to say there are other ways 
to “perform” in the NFL without suiting up. 
Also, while I worked in Buffalo, someone 
from the magazine wrote an article on what 
I did with the Buffalo Bills and how I got 
there. So I just wanted to toot my own horn 
a little bit.

I enjoy reading about the talented students 
who have come to IUP to excel in their 
chosen endeavors. I also enjoy keeping up 
on our outstanding alumni the magazine 
presents each issue.

I apologize if I left anyone out.

Bill Ford ’79
Clifton, NJ

Design Recruits
I just finished reading my latest IUP 
Magazine and thought the photo on page 
23 looked familiar. The longer I looked at it, 
the more I recognized myself in the photo. 
I am the young woman standing in the 
car on the right, the fourth person from the 
right side of the photo. 

At first, I thought this was a group of 
students who might have been honored 
with a scholarship to the Art Department (I 
was an art major). But the more I thought 
about the photo, I remembered being 
involved with the paste-up and layout 
design of the 1971 yearbook, the Oak. I 
dug out my copy of the yearbook and, sure 
enough, there was the same photo on page 
315! I was taking a class in commercial 
design from Robert Slenker, who is standing 
at the far right side in the photo. I think he 
was the faculty advisor for the yearbook and 
encouraged anyone who was interested in 

LETTERS
Keith Will Be Missed
Thank you for the special article 
remembering Keith School. It brought back 
memories of a special time in life with 
a special group of classmates. My sister, 
Sheila, and I both attended Keith School 
from 1959 to 1965.

The teachers I remember include Mrs. Lida 
Fleming, Mrs. Millie Shank, Ms. Bernice 
Gottschalk, Mr. Jack Kuhns, Mr. Maurice 
Zacur, and Mr. Leonard DeFabo. All the 
student teachers were an important part of 
our education and were very special as well.

One happy day was when Keith School’s 
principal, Mr. Samuel Hoenstine, gave 
us and our parents permission to bring 
our pet lamb to school to show our 
classmates when we were in fourth and 
fifth grades. The saddest day was when the 
entire student body was called into the 
auditorium to watch the news of President 
John Kennedy’s assassination on a real 
television. 

I returned to Keith School later when I 
attended IUP and sat in some of the very 
same classrooms as I did in my earlier 
grades. While the building will be gone 
forever, the memories of Keith School will 
be cherished throughout the lives of those 
who attended this model school. It was 
special, and it was personal, and I will miss 
seeing the familiar structure on my trips 
back to Indiana.

Barbara Nehrig Allison ’72, M’77
Lubbock, TX

Other Ways to ‘Perform’
I read your piece about Ben McAdoo in the 
magazine. I went to school with Jim Haslett 
[’91], who is always mentioned in NFL talk, 
and traveled to student teaching with Tony 
Marciano [’78]. I also worked as a student 
athletic trainer at IUP with these guys and 
countless other student-athletes along the 
way. I would be remiss if I didn’t mention 
Randy Kegerreis [’79], who introduced me 
to the late Vic Liscinsky [professor emeritus] 
and started me in my career as an athletic 
trainer.

I am so proud to have worked with other 
IUP alumni such as Tom Gibbons [’89] in 
scouting while in Buffalo. Also, Jack [’69] 

Editor’s Note: Chuck Byers ’72, Billie 
Buckingham Byers ’72, and Dona 
Sankey Hegner ’72 also identified 
Colleen McCullough Tyler ’72 in the 
photo. Others who contacted archivist 
Harrison Wick included Helen 
Wloczewski Londergan ’71, Jim Nagle 
’77, John Skrabalak, and retired IUP art 
professor Chris Weiland.
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helping to do so. It was not required for the 
actual class. I recognize some of the other 
faces in the photo as fellow art majors, but I 
do not have any names to connect with the 
faces.

Cindy Mulhollen ’73
Ventura, CA

Familiar Photo
I was surprised to see a familiar photo 
in IUP Magazine. This photo was taken 
for the 1971 Oak yearbook. It shows the 
junior members of editor H. K. Miller’s [’72, 
M’74] Arts and Graphics staff. For fear of 
misspelling, I will only identify three in this 
photo. Far right is Robert Slenker, advisor 
and IUP art teacher. Kneeling is Chris 
Weiland [’72]. The car is his Jaguar. I am the 
third from the left with the blond, short hair.

Sue Vollmer Ward ’72
Brookfield, CT

She Can Name Six
This photo is probably from 1970 or ’71. 
I’m not sure if it is the Art Club, but at least 
five are art students. Kathleen McGinley 
[Stewart ’72] is the first girl in the plaid bell-
bottoms. Beth Yoe [Fiddler ’72] is next to her. 
Crouching in front is Chris Weiland. Third 
from the right, with leg crossed, is John 
Skrabalak [’72]. Next is Rebecca Bromyard 
Kinneer (me) in the patchwork skirt, and the 
man on the end is design instructor Robert 
Slenker.

Rebecca Bromyard Kinneer ’72
Mount Pleasant, PA

FRONTDOOR FACTS, FIGURES, SHORT SUBJECTS, QUICK TAKES

Soon after the close of the spring 
semester, crimson signs with white 
lettering began appearing across 
campus.

The exterior signs—about 2,000 of them—
are the first part of a comprehensive signage 
master plan IUP adopted in 2012. They 
include directional signs for vehicles and 
pedestrians, signs to identify buildings and 
parking areas, and signs marking accessible 
routes and entrances. 

When the project wraps up later this 
summer, it will also include new traffic and 
street signs. Eventually, IUP plans to add 
electronic kiosks.

According to Tom Borellis, Special 
Projects assistant to the vice president for 
Administration and Finance, the new 
signage addresses three main needs: helping 
visitors and new students find their way 
around campus and thus improving their 
safety, meeting Americans with Disabilities 
Act and fire code requirements, and 
improving the campus’s image.

Borellis was a consultant to IUP when he 
assisted in planning the previous campus 
signage about 30 years ago. Those signs 
provided identifying information, such as 
building names, but little directional help.

And as the university added new signs, 
styles became inconsistent. Borellis counted 
about 20 variations from the standard 
design. The new signs meet IUP graphic 
and color standards and contain minimal 
graphic elements in an effort to keep them 
timeless.

“With proper maintenance, they’ll last 
forever,” Borellis said. m

Everywhere a Sign

The new exterior signage on campus 
includes directional signs, pictured at top, 
and building identification signs.

K
EI

TH
 B

O
YE

R
K

EI
TH

 B
O

YE
R



WWW.IUP.EDU/MAGAZINE 76 WWW.IUP.EDU/MAGAZINE

Staying on Course
I graduated from IUP in 1968. I’ve been 
back to IUP once for the memorial to 
our golf coach in those days, Mr. Bernard 
Ganley. In my 30 years away from campus, 
the campus became almost unrecognizable, 
save the academic buildings around Sutton 
Hall. I retired from the Dow Chemical 
Company in 2004 after 34 years with 
Dow as a senior account executive in our 
polyolefins business. I spent most of my 
sales career in New York and Boston, then 
retired to Pinehurst, North Carolina.

Golfing in high school and at IUP proved 
to be very beneficial in my career at Dow. 
I was able to entertain many CEOs and 
purchasing managers on many of the best 
courses in North America. Golf proved to 
be a great relationship-building activity 
throughout my career.

In March, during IUP’s spring break, I 
welcomed IUP golfers to Pinehurst for a 
round of golf at Pinewild Country Club and 
a cookout at my home. We had an enjoyable 
day together. A fine young and talented 
group of players will represent IUP well in 
this year’s tournament schedule. My advice 
to them: Get your degree and use your skills 
at golf to help in your career.

Norman Zanetti ’68
Pinehurst, NC

Life of a Student Handyman
I wanted to share some thoughts based on 
my experiences at Indiana State Teachers 
College. I doubt that very many students at 
IUP can relate to just how hard it was for 
some of us to get a college education.

It was not the studies; it was the effort put 
forth to survive…literally.

To begin with, I lost a football scholarship at 
Youngstown University because of a knee 
injury. That happened in August 1952. I 
had no money and no idea how to get into 
another college at such a late date. Then 

several angels came to my rescue. The first 
was my high school chemistry teacher, 
Charles J. (Jack) Shontz [’50], and his wife, 
Gladys [Snively Shontz ’40]. He later got his 
PhD from Pitt and was on the faculty and 
administration at Clarion for years. Jack 
arranged a hasty interview with another 
angel, Dr. Dwight Sollberger, head of the 
ISTC Science Department, who agreed 
to put in a good word for me with the 
Admissions office. So, I was accepted but still 
had no money. Dr. Shontz and Gladys then 
proposed to loan me $100—$50 for each of 
the first two semesters. Can you believe that, 
$100 to go to college? In this day and age, 
one can hardly buy a book for that price, 
but believe it or not, that $100 paid for my 
administrative fees and my books for two 
semesters!

So I was off to college at Indiana, but while 
I had a bit of money saved from a summer 
job, it would pay only for food and rent for 
a room (shared with two other fellows) for a 
couple of months. Things looked a bit bleak.

But I had always worked. (Awhile back, just 
to impress my children and grandchildren, I 
sat down and made a list of all the part-time 
jobs I had. The time frame extended from 
the age of 10 until my graduation from ISTC. 
There was a total of 38!)

So it was back to work. Thanks to a brick 
contractor back home in Oklahoma (a small 
community across the Kiski River from 
Apollo), a steel foundry, the post office at 
Christmas, summers building houses, etc., I 
was able to keep going.

The one major job that saved my college 
career was the Brown Hotel, down on 
Water and Sixth Street behind the Indiana 
courthouse. The part-time jobs at the college, 
i.e., raking endless miles (it seemed) of 
leaves in the fall in the Oak Grove, washing 
lab ware, and cutting limbs from Christmas 
tree stumps on the Musser farm, were not 
generating enough money to stay in school. 
It was then that a miracle occurred.

The Student Employment office asked if 
I would be interested in becoming the 
handyman at the Brown Hotel. The current 
student handyman was a senior and off to 
do his student teaching. Of course I took it. 
The job consisted of sweeping the bar each 
morning before going to class, taking out the 
ashes from a coal-fired furnace, scrubbing 
and waxing the bar and drink room area, 
shoveling snow, washing windows, and 

just doing anything that was asked of me. 
The pay was my room and $10 per week! 
Can’t believe I was able to live on 10 bucks 
a week. I did it by doing the following: For 
breakfast I could go to a local coffee shop 
and get a glazed donut and a cup of coffee, 
to which I added so much cream and sugar 
it was almost undrinkable. But I think it cost 
only 25 cents. That carried me through to 
lunch, which was the same every day at the 
Trailways bus station: a bowl of tomato soup 
and a hot dog for, I think, 50 cents. Dinner 
was at the same restaurant every day, and a 
chicken pot pie was available for 65 cents.

Once I had my Saturday duties completed, I 
was free to hitchhike to Oklahoma and work 
the weekend for the contractor.

I was able to keep acceptable grades, but it 
was a grind. Living alone at the hotel did 
not afford me the advantages of being able 
to study with my friends who lived in the 
dorms and fraternity houses, and weekend 
work took its toll. One semester, I remember 
taking 18 hours consisting of Organic 
Chemistry, Physical Chemistry, Botany II, 
Anatomy and Physiology, and advanced 
ROTC. It was a killer.

Unfortunately, my weekend work schedule 
conflicted so much that I had to drop out 
of the drill team and rifle team, thereby 
disqualifying me from being designated 
a Distinguished Military Student, which 
would have allowed me to apply for a 
commission in the regular Army as opposed 
to the reserves.

But I made it and have few, if any, regrets. 
We were tough people and used to dealing 
with adversity. I became the first in my 
entire family to even go to, let alone 
graduate from, college. As they say in the 
military, “It builds character.”

But it was more than worth it. My education 
at Indiana has provided me with a great 
career in the world of chemistry.

Joe Whiten ’56
El Dorado Hills, California

Editor’s Note: A photograph from the 
golf team’s visit with Norman Zanetti 
appears on the IUP Magazine website, 
www.iup.edu/magazine.

Editor’s Note: Joe Whiten had a career 
as a research chemist and continues 
to work in chemical sales and sales 
management.

Mastering 
Journalism’s 
‘Golden Age’

At the end of his very first day in 
the US, Almar Latour arrived at 
IUP aboard a school bus. It was 
1990, and he was 19.

Earlier that day, during a few hours’ layover 
at JFK after a flight from the Netherlands, 
he had paid his first, hurried visit to 
Manhattan.

“It was as if the movies had come alive,” he 
said.

Not versed in New York ways, Latour and 
another student traveler asked a cabbie to 
meet them in 40 minutes at the Midtown 
corner where they’d climbed out of the cab. 

Onetime Dutch 
Exchange 
Student Directs 
Dow Jones 
Digital Empire

The expected rendezvous of course didn’t 
materialize, but Latour was not discouraged. 
“I was enchanted by hearing the language 
on the street,” he said. “It was exhilarating.”

Later, on the ground in Pittsburgh, Latour 
and other international students were 
loaded onto the school bus by IUP faculty 
member and international advisor Patrick 
Carone. Within two hours, they alighted at 
their new home, Elkin Hall.

Except Latour was having none of it.

“I didn’t come to the US to meet 
international students,” he said.

By Karen Gresh

LETTERS CONTINUED
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Almar Latour at the Dow Jones 
office in Manhattan
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Classes had yet to start when Latour 
installed himself in Gordon Hall, a residence 
full of Americans.

“I assimilated very quickly,” he said. “I 
wanted to fit in in any way possible.”

He did. Today, Latour’s thick, white business 
card bears his name, followed by “Publisher, 
Dow Jones Media Group.”

The title was acquired in January, when 
Latour left his post as executive editor 
of the Wall Street Journal to lead the 
new publishing unit, a portfolio of major 
US and international titles, including 
Barron’s magazine, Market Watch, London 
newspaper Financial News, and numerous 
media start-ups, all part of the Wall Street 
Journal Digital Network. Both the Journal 
and Dow Jones Media are part of Dow Jones, 
which in turn is part of News Corp, founded 
and headed by Rupert Murdoch. 

Latour now experiences Manhattan daily 
as he walks to work from his home on the 
Upper East Side to the News Corp building 
on Sixth Avenue between 47th and 48th 
streets.

Latour came to IUP from the Netherlands 
as part of what today is called the Fulbright 
Center Campus Scholarship Program. 
Among participating American colleges, he 

picked the one least distant from New York 
City. It was IUP.

“I could take any course I wanted,” he said.

Latour had written a lot in high school, 
worked in Dutch television as a teenager, 
and made color corrections in the same 
Dutch newspaper printing plant where the 
Wall Street Journal published its European 
edition. “I was always entrepreneurial,” he 
said.

One of his first classes at IUP was Basic 
Journalistic Skills, taught by faculty 
member David Truby. He remembers 
Truby’s telling the class you weren’t a 
professional journalist until you got paid 
for your writing. That appealed to Latour. 
He produced a piece about student protests 
in Harrisburg and sold it to the Tribune-
Review.

“Writing in English was a challenge for me,” 
he said. “My writing was very formal. My 
favorite book was I, Claudius, by Robert 
Graves.”

To develop an ear and a voice for 
journalism, Latour became a regular in 
the IUP libraries, devouring issues of 
the Economist and various newspapers 
published in English. The Christian Science 
Monitor was a particular favorite. 

In fact, during a visit to IUP in April 
2016, Latour told journalism students his 
biggest challenge had been “achieving a 
professional level in English. It was really 
hard, but it made other challenges seem 
smaller.”

After his freshman year, Latour had a 
decision to make: stay at IUP or return to 
the Netherlands.

“I thought I had a good thing going,” he 
said. “I was getting to know America from 
the inside out. At IUP, there was the Penn, 
the TV station, and more. The whole world 
was available. I knew I would come back.”

Eventually, he worked at the Penn as 
feature editor and created cartoons for the 
paper. One summer, he was a reporter for a 
newspaper at New York State’s Chautauqua 
resort, to which he still returns regularly. 
“My whole family loves it there,” he said.

Latour also had internships at a Dutch 
newspaper and, during an MA program at 
American University, at the Washington 
Times. “Internships are the key to finding 
really good jobs,” he told IUP students 
during his April visit.

Latour had grown up in Welten, a Dutch 
village about 12 miles from Maastricht. The 
region is very historic. It has Roman ruins 
and a museum, and Latour’s grandparents 
lived there under Nazi occupation for four 
years. His grandfather was captured by the 
Germans and released.

As a Dutch child during the waning days of 
the Cold War, Latour said he “grew up with 
cruise missiles in my backyard.” He was, he 
said, “fascinated by America and Russia.”

He was also always fascinated by 
languages, and his Dutch education 
mandated their acquisition. By the time he 
arrived at IUP, Latour had already studied 
German, English, Dutch, and French.

Although he logged four academic years 
in Indiana, living in Gordon Hall and in 
various off-campus student rentals, Latour 
also spent a semester in France as part of 
an exchange program. His interests settled 
on political science, journalism, and the 
international economy. 

After IUP, Latour enrolled as a graduate 
student in American University’s School 
of International Service. However, an 
internship at the European Parliament in 
Brussels dissuaded him from pursuing a 
diplomatic career. “I found it unattractive,” 
he said.

Latour switched to American’s School 
of Communication and secured another 
European internship—this time at the Wall 
Street Journal. One of his stories ended up 
on the front page of the Journal’s European 
edition.

He had found his career and, as it turned 
out, his professional home.

After receiving his master’s degree from 
American, Latour was hired in 1995 as a 
news assistant in the Journal’s Washington 
Bureau. A year and a half later, he moved 
to the Journal’s office in Brussels, where he 
wrote for the Central European Economic 
Review. Then, it was on to a post in 
Stockholm, where he met his wife, Abby, a 
journalist and Wisconsin native. She and 
Latour have been married 16 years and 
have two daughters.

After a stint in London, Latour became 
part of the Journal’s technology and 
telecommunications group in New York, 
eventually becoming its chief. At 36, he was 
appointed managing editor of WSJ.com and 
led its expanded coverage of business and 
finance. He oversaw his first major redesign 
of the site in September 2008, just as more 
and more users were turning to it in the face 
of major economic collapse.

It was at that point—only eight years 
ago—that as managing editor Latour placed 
the very first photograph on the Journal’s 
website.

Latour calls living in new countries 
“addictive.” His next assignments took him 

to Asia, where, as editor-in-chief for the 
Wall Street Journal and Dow Jones in Asia, 
he revamped the Chinese edition of the 
Journal and inaugurated the Wall Street 
Journal in Japan. At that point, he said, he 
was traveling weekly. Today, based in New 
York, he travels about 10 weeks out of the 
year.

At the end of 2012, Latour was appointed 
executive editor of the Journal, Dow Jones, 
and Market Watch. Three years later, he 
assumed his current post as leader of the 
newly formed Dow Jones Media Group.

“My goal as executive editor was to 
change the Wall Street Journal into a 
digital powerhouse,” he said. “It’s hard for 
newspapers to do this.” 

In a global reorganization led by Latour, 
the Journal sharply increased its digital 
staff. He also oversaw a major redesign of its 
subscriber website.

“We still respect the old rules of journalism—
how to develop sources, check facts, 
etc.,” Latour said. With electronic media, 
though, “more people have access to more 
information than at any other point in time.”

“This is a golden age for journalism,” he 
said. “Journalists have tools they never had 
before. When we hire, we now also look for 
people who have mastery of these new tools, 
like Snapchat and Twitter.”

Twitter, Latour said, is “incredibly addictive.” 
It is, he continued, a “phenomenal service.”

Latour and his family still travel widely and 
go to Europe every summer. “It’s easier to go 
on vacation,” he said, “than it is to move.”

When he spoke to IUP students in April, 
Latour advised them to master the new tools 
of journalism. 

He added one thing more, saying, “I 
challenge all of you to be audacious.” m

After addressing IUP journalism students, Almar Latour spoke with, from left, retired 
professors Pat Heilman and Bob Russell and current faculty member David Loomis.
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Shown with IUP sophomore 
Nathan Zisk, Latour 
encouraged students to master 
the new tools of journalism, 
like Snapchat and Twitter.

Latour was working 
overseas when chosen 
for the IUP Distinguished 
Alumni Award in 2010. 
Now living in New York, he 
accepted the award at the 
April 2016 gala.
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Members of the Class 
of 1966, recognized at 
commencement in May 
on the occasion of their 

50-year anniversary, hold a special place 
in school history as the first graduates of 
newly rechristened Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania.

For some, that special feeling was doubled—
they received not one diploma, but two.

Indiana State College had transitioned to 
IUP only weeks before Richard Haines and 
239 others walked across the stage at Fisher 
Auditorium and basked in the applause 
after completing the requirements for a 
degree.

“I graduated in January of 1966, and 
the diploma that I received during 
commencement had Indiana State College 
on it—university status was achieved in 
December of 1965, so I think our diplomas 
had already been printed,” said Haines, 

an Altoona resident who served 35 years 
as planning director for the Blair County 
Planning Commission before retiring. “Then 
a couple months later, I was mailed one that 
read Indiana University of Pennsylvania. 
So I got two diplomas.”

While the shift in nomenclature came with 
apparent suddenness—the program for 
IUP’s January 16 commencement ceremony 
also referred to the institution as Indiana 
State College—the idea of becoming a 
university, able to offer expanded programs 
and confer doctoral degrees, was a seed that 
had germinated for some time. President 
Willis Pratt worked tirelessly to turn 
the dream into reality, which is why he 
regarded the events of December 16, 1965, as 
a capstone in his 20½-year tenure at IUP.

The next day’s Indiana Evening Gazette 
featured a front page photograph of 
Governor William Scranton signing House 
Bill 1023, officially granting university 
status. Pratt was pictured standing behind 

Scranton with state legislators William 
Buchanan and Albert Pechan, staunch 
advocates for the upgrade. Another 
Page 1 photo showed sports team mascots 
Judy Pampey (now Woffington) and Ed 
Rankin posing beside the Oak Grove clock 
on which a sign reading Indiana University 
had been attached.

Otherwise, evidence in those first days 
that a new age had dawned was as hard 
to find as a black cat at midnight. In fact, 
some members of the Class of 1966 greeted 
the change with a figurative shrug of the 
shoulders.

“I don’t recall any big fuss made about it,” 
said Joan Quist Overdorf, a retired teacher 
who lives in Phoenixville. “I mean, we 
thought it was terrific. But when it took 
place, we were pretty busy—finals were 
coming up, and I was thinking about 
student teaching the next semester.”

The transformation scarcely registered with 
Fred McCoy, either.

“When you look back, you understand the 
significance of it, but as a 21-year-old, it was 
just like, ‘It’s a university now? Oh, okay,’” 
said McCoy, a Reading resident who served 
as associate dean in the College of Education 
at Kutztown University before retiring. “I 
probably wondered what the difference was 
between a college and a university. That’s 
not something most undergrads have a 
concept of.”

The biggest change recalled by January 
graduate Ellen Sylves Ruddock involved, 
oddly enough, apparel.

“The thing that I remember most, all of our 
T-shirts and sweatshirts became outdated,” 
said Ruddock, an Indiana resident who is 
the director of the IUP Center for Family 
Business. “You just didn’t wear them 
anymore. Everybody went for IUP things. 
The logo became an overnight success 
because it was new and it was with the 
times.”

There was a period of adjustment, of course. 
Everyone on campus struggled to break old 
habits and get accustomed to the new name. 
Nancy Noker, who operated the campus 
switchboard, had to catch herself in those 
first days as a university from answering 
calls with a cheery “Good morning, Indiana 
State College.”

But by May 29, when 611 soon-to-be 
graduates filed into Memorial Field House—
then the newest building on campus—for 
commencement, the transition from ISC to 
IUP was virtually complete. The Class of 
1966 also included 268 August graduates.

All are regarded as members of the first 
graduating class from Indiana University 
of Pennsylvania, though the distinction is 
certainly more meaningful to some than to 
others.

“I was part of a jointure in high school, and 
we were the first graduating class from East 
Allegheny High School, so being part of the 
first graduating class from IUP wasn’t such 
a big deal,” said Paula Romansky Doebler, a 
docent at the Carnegie Museum of Natural 
History in Pittsburgh and a Sewickley 
resident. “I feel special for being part of IUP, 
not necessarily for being part of that first 
graduating class.”

Jan Calhoun similarly downplays his role as 
something of a pioneer.

“I just happened to pass through the 
system at that time—I was just a victim 
of circumstance,” said Calhoun, a retired 
teacher and school administrator who lives 
in Southport, North Carolina. “It didn’t 
mean much to me personally, but I did 
think that was a big step for Indiana. It gave 
the university opportunities to go in many 
different directions that they didn’t have 
before. That was such an important time in 
IUP’s history.”

Indeed, members of the Class of 1966 
witnessed unprecedented growth at their 
school, which began to flex its muscles 
in a metamorphosis from small, regional 
institution to major player on the national 

Celebrating 50 Years as a University

stage. As a certain singing poet of that era 
might have phrased it, the times, they were 
a-changin’.

“The campus grew up around us while 
we lived there; construction noises were 
just a part of the environment,” wrote 
faculty member Don McPherson ’69, 
M’71, recalling his student days for The 
Centennial Scrapbook in 1975. “The growth 
was a big part of our pride in IUP, and the 
excitement of being named a university…
was pervasive and electric. We doubled our 
buildings, our enrollment, our faculty, and 
built and built and built.”

Haines, Overdorf, McCoy, Ruddock, Doebler, 
and Calhoun returned to their alma mater 
in May when members of the Class of 1966 
led the commencement procession into 
Ed Fry Arena and sat in the front row as 
President Michael Driscoll acknowledged 
their place in IUP history. The ceremony no 
doubt sparked memories of their graduation 
long ago and the diploma each of them 
received. The first of two, in some cases.

“I feel very proud being part of that first 
class,” Overdorf said. “I thoroughly enjoyed 
my time at IUP, and I see nothing but good 
when I look back upon my experience 
at such a fine institution. Becoming a 
university just seemed a natural occurrence 
to us, because during our time there, 
the school had done nothing but strive 
upward.” m

First Class 

Graduates

Many members of the Class 
of ’66 returned to campus 
to participate in May 
commencement. Below, 
Richard Haines displayed 
his original diploma from 
Indiana State College and his 
updated diploma from IUP.
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About 5,000 guests and graduates packed the Memorial Field House gymnasium in May 1966 
for the building’s first commencement ceremony.

By Bob Fulton
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 Acting for 

Autism
Projects Help Prepare Emergency Workers for Special Challenges

By Elaine Jacobs Smith

A fter his shift at a local pizza shop, 
a young man walked to his bus 
stop to go home. The bus was 
late, and the man got anxious. 

He began pacing, talking to himself, and 
flapping his hands. Thinking something 
was wrong with him, a passerby called 911. 
Minutes later, the man heard sirens and saw 
flashing lights as the police arrived. They 
asked him repeatedly for his driver’s license. 
He didn’t provide it; he focused instead on 
whether they would arrest him. Noticing 
what was happening, a nearby business 
owner stepped in and explained to the 
police that the young man has autism.

Joann Migyanka ’97, M’01, D’06 was a board 
member with the Arc of Indiana County, 
a support organization for people with 
disabilities, when she heard about that 
incident more than six years ago.

When the Arc set out to raise awareness 
about autism among first responders—
police, firefighters, and emergency medical 
service providers—Migyanka, an associate 
professor of special education at IUP, pulled 
together a team of colleagues to create an 
educational video. It would be her first of 
two videos aimed at helping emergency 
workers interact with people with autism. 

The videos, which have since gained use 
nationwide, now serve as a training model 
for one of the largest private universities in 
the country.

Migyanka was already well versed in the 
challenges of autism. She had worked with 
children with this neurodevelopmental 
disorder since the 1990s and was the Autism 
Society of America’s Professional of the Year 
in 2000, seven years before joining the IUP 
faculty.

Although people on the autism spectrum 
vary in their level of functioning, she said, 
they tend to share certain characteristics: 
difficulty with language and with 
understanding social cues; repetitive 
behaviors such as rocking, flapping their 
hands, or talking to themselves; and a 
heightened response to noises, sights, tastes, 
smells, or other sensory stimuli.

These characteristics tend to mix poorly 
with emergencies. “It goes from bad to 
worse” amid the lights, sirens, and general 
chaos, Migyanka said.

After securing $26,000 from the 
Pennsylvania Department of Health to 
create the initial video, Migyanka recruited 
fellow faculty member Susan Glor-Scheib 
to help write the script and Jeff Fratangeli 
’82, M’03, of her college’s Office of Special 
Projects, as director and editor. Students 

in the Communications Media program, 
along with David Lind ’77, M’79 of IUP-TV, 
filmed the video, and retired professor Ron 
Lunardini ’69 served as the training guide.

Released in 2010, Assessment and 
Communication Tactics for Autism was 
timed just right.

According to the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, autism occurred in 1 out of 
150 births in 2000 and rose to 1 in 68 births 
a decade later, an increase of nearly 120 
percent. People with autism are a growing 
part of every community.

Soon after the video’s release, the 
Pennsylvania Autism Needs Assessment, 
a survey of 3,500 people with autism and 
their families, reinforced the need for 
training.

“One of the big, glaring things that came 
up in the survey was unwanted outcomes 
families were experiencing when faced 
with a situation that involved the police, 
emergency responders, or emergency 
departments,” Migyanka said.

Aware of the IUP team’s first responder 
video, representatives of the Autism 
Services, Education, Resources, and Training 
collaborative approached Migyanka about 
creating a second video—this one targeting 
hospital emergency departments. ASERT 
falls under the Pennsylvania Department of 
Public Welfare’s Bureau of Autism Services.

The collaborative provided $30,000 in 
funding for the video and paired Migyanka 
with Arvind Venkat, an Allegheny Health 
Network emergency medicine physician 
who researches emerging populations, 
including people with autism. Migyanka 
assembled her same basic team from the 
first responder video, and ACT for Autism: 
Assess, Communicate, Treat was released 
in 2013.

This time, the video follows a man with 
autism, portrayed by an actor, through an 
emergency department visit, from triage to 
the exam room to the radiology department.

His visit is riddled with problems. He grabs 
and pushes equipment in the exam room 
and refuses to listen to the nurse, who ends 
up calling Security.

“Hospitals have gotten pretty good at 
working with kids with autism,” Migyanka 
said. “But that huge increase in autism that 
was found in the 1970s and ’80s—they’re 

adults now. Typical hospitals are not 
prepared for adults. Even some of the big 
trauma centers aren’t equipped to deal with 
those behavioral issues.”

Venkat, who narrates the video, explains 
that an emergency department is one of 
the most overstimulating and problematic 
environments for people with autism. The 
players in the video demonstrate ways to 
improve the situation: taking the patient 
to a quieter room with less equipment, 
giving simple instructions, and explaining 
procedures and even modeling them on the 
caregiver before trying them on the patient.

The video also stresses the need to 
communicate effectively with the patient. 
The nurse takes cues from the caregiver and 
makes use of pictures and a communication 
app on the patient’s tablet computer to help 
him explain what’s bothering him.

Communication, along with the sensory 
issues associated with autism, is one of the 
biggest barriers to a better ER experience, 
Migyanka said.

“If you take someone with Down syndrome 
into an emergency department, they may 
have fears, they may have anxiety, but the 
difference is in the way they cognitively 
think,” she said. “Sometimes someone with 
an intellectual disability has a better grasp 
of social nuances than a person with autism, 
so you can get them to understand or reason 
with them better. I think that’s why you 
see this need to look at specific strategies for 

people with autism, because they don’t pick 
up on social cues. They’re very literal.”

Since the video’s release, Migyanka and 
Venkat have traveled across the country 
to help train emergency workers. Based on 
the content in the videos and other training 
materials, they have also created three 
course modules that emergency personnel 
can take by way of the Emergency 
Management website to receive continuing 
education credits.

More recently, New York University 
approached ASERT about using parts of the 
videos and other IUP-produced materials 
to develop its own training for use at four 
affiliated hospitals. Once the training is in 
place, NYU plans to study its effectiveness.

“We’ve done surveys pre- and post-training 
to show the increase in knowledge and 
increase in comfort level when dealing 
with people with autism,” Migyanka said. 
“What we don’t know is whether it’s being 
implemented. NYU is going to carry on 
what we’re doing and collect data, so we’ll 
know, as they replicate our training, how 
well it works.”

Go to www.iup.edu/magazine to see a 
video interview with Joann Migyanka 
about efforts to improve emergency 
care for people with autism.
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Dawn Landis ’95, of Indiana Regional 
Medical Center, let her patient try out the 
medical equipment—one way health 
care workers can help patients with 
autism feel more comfortable in the ER.

Apps for mobile devices are available 
to help patients communicate their 
medical needs.
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 Navigating the 

 Maze

Temple Grandin, author, animal science professor, and 
renowned livestock equipment designer, is likely the world’s 
best known person with autism.

Grandin speaks from her life’s experience when she suggests that for 
every tech whiz in the Silicon Valley, there’s someone with equal 
talent living in the family basement. 

In the spirit of Grandin’s teachings, IUP created a center last spring 
that aims to help students with autism realize their potential and 
find fulfilling careers after their college graduation.

A pilot program that will continue into the fall, the Labyrinth Center 
offers IUP students with autism a one-credit course to help them 
address the challenges they face in college, as well as academic and 
life coaching and supervised study hours.

According to the center’s co-directors, special education faculty 
members Joann Migyanka and Becky Knickelbein ’74, M’85, 
while about half of people with autism are of average or higher 
intelligence, fewer than 20 percent who attend college make it 
through the freshman year.

While IUP and other colleges and universities have disability 
services areas that can offer extended time for tests, note-taking 
services, and other academic accommodations, students with autism 
tend to have different needs.

“They typically struggle within the context of the social 
environment of the university,” Migyanka said. “We need to 
provide them some additional support to address being able to 
navigate dorm life, being able to navigate time management—
some of those executive functioning skills that allow them to 
problem solve.”

Before college, students typically rely on their families and 
schools for such support.

“College is very unstructured,” Knickelbein said. “What we’re 
trying to do is fill in that piece where they haven’t been taught 
to be self-advocates and they haven’t gotten themselves out 
of bed every morning. We’re not going to become their moms; 
we’re teaching them to do it, because they’ll never be successful 
in a job without it.”

While Migyanka and Knickelbein teach the one-credit course 
for students with autism, the coaching—on topics from course 
requirements to personal hygiene—is provided by a graduate 
assistant, currently Tony Grande ’14, of the Educational 
Psychology master’s program. 

In the fall, the pilot will also implement a peer-mentoring 
program, in which interested students will take a one-credit 
course on effectively mentoring students with autism and then 
put what they learn into practice.

“We want to draw students from all over campus,” Migyanka 
said. “Lots of Labyrinth students are in STEM [science, technology, 
engineering, and math] fields, so it would be nice to have peer 
mentors from biology or computer science, because that’s what our 
students will need to know.”

Knickelbein reinforced that students outside the special education 
field are welcome.

“Some people go into the field because they want to help and help 
and help, and that’s not the role of a peer mentor,” she said. “We want 
mentors who are just being themselves. Our students can model 
what that looks like rather than be helped.”

As students advance, the plan is to transition their mentors from 
peers to faculty members, who can assist them with internship 
placement and other career preparations. 

One graduate student sought assistance from the Labyrinth Center 
specifically to work on job-interview skills.

“You can imagine, if you don’t make eye contact, you walk out that 
door and you’ll never hear from an interviewer again,” Knickelbein 
said. “These are really aware students. They know how they’re 
perceived. It doesn’t mean they can fix it, though, on their own.”

Although Migyanka and Knickelbein were already exploring the 
creation of such a program, the Labyrinth Center started through 
an initiative of Pennsylvania’s State System of Higher Education 
and the Pennsylvania Department of Education to make sure 
students entering college with autism spectrum disorders, a growing 
population, would find the support they need. The State System also 
chose Edinboro, Kutztown, and West Chester universities to design 
their own programs, and it provided a consultant, Jane Brown, to 
assist. 

Brown helped IUP obtain $5,000 from the state Department 
of Education to pay for the graduate assistant position. Lara 
Luetkehans, dean of IUP’s College of Education and Educational 

Technology, provided additional funding to convert a classroom in 
Stouffer Hall to a space that would meet the center’s needs.

Luetkehans also set out to help the center build more resources. She 
supported Migyanka’s participation in the Principal Investigators’ 
Mentorship Academy, aimed at helping researchers obtain 
more grants, and she supported pursuit of a National Science 
Foundation grant that targeted building up populations that are 
underrepresented in STEM fields.

While women and minorities often come to mind, Luetkehans 
and Migyanka saw a good fit for people with autism, who are often 
drawn to STEM fields.

“They don’t think with their emotions so much,” Migyanka said. 
“They’re more analytical, logical, and visual, and that tends to lend 
itself to the hard sciences.”

Luetkehans pulled together a cross-divisional research team, led by 
Migyanka, to explore ways to recruit students with autism into STEM 
fields and to provide them with the support to be successful. 

“It may not be the content knowledge as much as the social skills—
sometimes people call them the soft skills of STEM—that people on 
the autism spectrum struggle with,” Luetkehans said, “but we want 
to give them practice and experience with that.”

One of the Labyrinth Center’s goals is helping students with autism 
find fulfilling employment, and so the research team began working 
with industry partners.

“They’re interested in learning how they can reconsider their 
work environments and restructure positions to leverage some of 
the characteristics people with autism tend to have, such as high 
attention to detail and intense focus,” Luetkehans said.

She calls it “embracing diversity of mind—seeing how their diverse 
ways of seeing and thinking about the world can be harnessed to 
solve some pretty big problems.” m

Center Builds Brighter Future 
for Students with Autism

In the Labyrinth Center, 
graduate assistant Tony 
Grande provides academic 
and life coaching for IUP 
students with autism.

Becky Knickelbein, left, 
and Joann Migyanka 
are co-directors of the 
Labyrinth Center at IUP.
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A number of IUP faculty members 
have been conducting research 
aimed at improving the lives of 
people with autism.

More than a decade ago, Teresa 
Shellenbarger, professor of nursing, wrote 
an article in the Journal of Emergency 
Nursing that gave emergency departments 
strategies for caring for patients with 
Asperger’s syndrome.

Although the Diagnostic and Statistical 
Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM-5) 
replaced Asperger’s with the umbrella 
diagnosis of autism spectrum disorder in 
2013, Asperger’s was previously considered 
a disorder on the higher functioning end of 
the autism spectrum.

Shellenbarger’s advice came from personal 
experience. Her son was diagnosed with 
Asperger’s at age five, and as a nurse, she 
closely observed how medical professionals 
treated him. 

Her most important advice: Every person 
on the spectrum is different, and health care 
workers must adapt to meet those needs. 

“Do they have a certain interest you can 
use? Are written instructions better than 
verbal? You can’t follow a strict routine,” she 
said. “You have to figure out what will work 
for that individual.”

Lou Pesci ’92, D’09 began thinking about the 
challenges of providing emergency care to 
people with autism when his son, who is 
on the spectrum, touched a hot pipe. Pesci 
said he and his wife “had a heck of a time 
figuring out what happened.”

Pesci is director of IUP’s Institute for Rural 
Health and Safety, which shares a building 
along West Pike with Citizens’ Ambulance 

Service, and he began exploring how much 
training on autism spectrum disorders 
emergency responders receive. He found 
half a page in the standard textbook.

Pesci contacted David Wachob ’05, M’09, 
D’12 in Kinesiology, Health, and Sport 
Science, and they partnered last spring 
on a survey of emergency responders to 
determine comfort and knowledge levels 
relating to autism.

Wachob was fresh off a study last year that 
showed promise in the use of morning 
physical activity to improve sleep in 
children with autism. His study, conducted 
with fellow faculty member David Lorenzi, 
was published last August in the Journal of 
Autism and Developmental Disorders.

Three centers at IUP do extensive work with 
autism and help train students along the 
way.

Laura Knight, who runs the child and 
family clinic in the Center for Applied 
Psychology, said autism is a question in 
about 75 percent of evaluations the clinic 
performs. Because pediatricians and early 
intervention services typically diagnose 
children with overt symptoms, she and her 
clinical psychology doctoral students tend 
to see children ages 6 to 12 with more subtle 
cases of autism.

Along with an IQ test, parent interview, 
and check of how the child manages daily 
living tasks, the evaluation includes the 
Autism Diagnostic Observation Schedule, 
an observational assessment Knight’s 
department considers the “gold standard” for 
measuring autism.

For younger children, the assessment is 
play based and may involve activities such 
as blowing bubbles. “The child may look at 

the bubbles and look at the person blowing 
bubbles, and that shares some pleasure,” 
Knight said. “When those things are absent, 
that can be an indicator.”

The Child Study Center, within the 
Educational and School Psychology 
Department, also evaluates for autism. 
Director Mark McGowan said his center’s 
evaluations focus on learning—“how 
students learn, what are the best practices in 
terms of teaching methods, and intervening 
with these kids in the educational system.”

The evaluations involve, in part, talking 
with teachers and staff members at the 
child’s school and observing the child in the 
classroom, on the playground, and in other 
school settings.

The center’s faculty members and graduate 
students also consult with families, school 
systems, and community service providers 
to help meet the needs of children on the 
spectrum. 

Because autism is often associated with 
difficulties in communicating, many 
families seek treatment through the Speech, 
Language, and Hearing Clinic.

With preschool children, Lisa Price and her 
speech-language pathology students work 
on improving communication, even if that 
means pointing or gesturing.

She described two main treatment camps 
in the field. Applied behavior analysis, or 
behaviorism, uses a reward system to teach 
basic skills to people with autism, with 
the idea that those skills will help “pull 
them into this world” and learn to build 
relationships. In contrast, her specialty, 
social interactionist treatment, aims to 
“build the relationship first and allow the 
skills to emerge.” Most children benefit from 

having some of both treatment approaches, 
she said.

Price is also participating in a study that 
teaches peers of children with autism, either 
siblings or classmates, strategies to extend 
play. “We need other people in the child’s 
environment to be capable of embedding 
treatment,” she said.

Autism is often associated with poor eye 
contact, and where the eyes focus is a 
research interest of Psychology faculty 
member Lisa Newell.

This summer, Newell helped recent 
psychology honors graduate Shara 
Rosen use eye-tracking equipment to 
study the McGurk effect on people with 
autism. Discovered in the ’70s, the effect is 
created by mismatching audio and visual 
components of sounds. For example, 
when the sound “ba” is matched with lip 
movements for “ga,” most people hear “da.”

Newell said the blended phoneme is likely 
the result of people’s focus on the eyes 
and mouth. “There’s some evidence that 
individuals with autism don’t show as 
strong an effect. Our question is whether 
that’s because they’re not looking at the 
face in the same way typically developing 
people are.”

Another study at IUP this summer explores 
the effects of lighting on children with 
autism. Ali Kappel, assistant professor of 
special education, with help from Dean’s 
Associate Lynanne Black, has been working 
with Ohio-based Energy Focus to study 
whether changing from fluorescent to 
LED lighting improves the performance of 
students with autism.

Students in the study are from Crossroads, 
an afterschool program run by Family 
Behavioral Resources that works on social 
skills of Indiana County children with 
autism. The program has met on campus for 
nearly a year. This summer, Kappel tracked 
students’ off-task behaviors in the Stouffer 
Hall classroom before and after the lighting 
was switched. She expects to have results by 
early fall.

Kappel and Black worked with two IUP 
alumni on the project: Eric Hilliard ’94, 
president of Energy Focus, and Erica Walter 
’08, M’10, clinical supervisor at Family 
Behavioral Resources.

As the incidence of autism has risen, so 
has the demand for qualified professionals 
in the field. IUP recently began offering 
an autism endorsement certificate, which 
provides specialized training for teachers, 
and is in the process of developing Board 

Certified Behavior Analyst and Board 
Certified Assistant Behavior Analyst 
certificate programs at the graduate and 
undergraduate levels, respectively.

Tim Runge, of the Educational and School 
Psychology faculty, is leading efforts to 
develop the graduate certificate program. 
He explained that schools and community 
agencies want to hire people with these 
credentials because they meet a national 
standard and because insurance companies 
are starting to require them.

For students in the School Psychology 
doctoral program, completing the BCBA 
course work could take as little as an extra 
semester, Runge said, and “it makes them far 
more employable and marketable. If I were 
working in a school district and had two 
PhD school psychologists applying for the 
same job, and one had this extra credential, 
I’d choose that one in a heartbeat.”

Organizers of the BCBA and BCaBA 
programs are hoping for a fall 2017 start. m

A Fresh 
Approach
When lead contamination in the Flint, Michigan, water supply 
flooded the news last spring, Nancy Nkumsah D’16, then 
interim director of IUP’s African American Cultural Center, 
came up with a plan. She spearheaded a water drive on campus 
and then coordinated a service trip to Flint so students could 
deliver the water themselves.

On March 31, Nkumsah and 25 other IUP students, joined by 
a group from the Community College of Allegheny County’s 
South Campus, loaded the water into a bus and headed 
northwest. IUP’s Division of Student Affairs assisted with hotel 
expenses for the three-day trip.

While the students distributed about 5,000 gallons of water to 
Flint residents, they learned firsthand of families’ struggles. The 
students also toured parts of the city to see abandoned homes 
and other effects of the water crisis.

Nkumsah believes IUP’s service to Flint will continue 
even after the crisis is out of the headlines. “It’s not always 
about what’s popular or what’s now,” she said. “Issues don’t 
disappear.” m

Depending on the age of the child, 
psychologist Laura Knight may use 
make-believe play as part of her autism 
assessment.
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Brandi Lee, left, of CCAC’s South Campus, and 
IUP’s Safiya Rasheed ’16 on a delivery in Flint
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Milestone 
Generosity

$250,000 from PNC Foundation in support of a new building 
for the College of Natural Sciences and Mathematics 

$100,000 from James Staples to establish a scholarship for 
piano performance majors

$51,323 from Jim Dickey ’64 and Mary Ann Dickey to supply 
clinical kits to all rising sophomore nursing majors

$35,000 from Garry Hess in support of the Glenn C. Hess ’37 
and Virginia Niessner Hess Scholarship, which benefits future 
teachers

$25,000 from Craig Cox ’79 in support of men’s basketball

$25,000 from Nick Palombi ’76 in support of scholarships for 
members of the IUP football team

$25,000 from John Sitton to establish the William and Edna 
Sitton Scholarship for students majoring in political science

IUP received the following gifts of $25,000 or more, made 
to the Foundation for IUP. The university community 
thanks all who invest in IUP and its students.

Sutton
Style

Convergence

Unveiled in May, the Sutton Bench was 
born of an idea from Blane Dessy ’73, director 
of National Enterprises for the Library of 
Congress. Dessy approached Art faculty 
member BA Harrington about lending his 
support for a class project to create a bench 
reflecting the architectural style of Sutton 
Hall. Harrington’s Advanced Woodworking 
students came up with prototypes, and 
Dessy chose the winner, a design by MFA 
student Mike Bennett. Harrington is now 
planning limited production of the benches 
as a fund-raiser for the Wood Center.

Months of activities focusing on racial justice culminated in the daylong IUP Diversity 
and Inclusion Symposium in April at the Kovalchick Complex. The university welcomed 
as keynote speaker feminist and anti-racism activist Peggy McIntosh (pictured at left), who 
described biases she overcame leading up to her 1989 landmark essay, “White Privilege: 
Unpacking the Invisible Knapsack.”

The event also included a panel discussion with Davie Huddleston ’68, Art Woods ’83, and 
Sean McCaskill ’92, M’01 (pictured above, from left), who discussed the subtle and overt forms 
of racism they grew up with and continue to encounter as successful African American men.

From left: Blane Dessy, Mike 
Bennett, and BA Harrington
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According to its 
label in the IUP 
Archives, this 1970s 
photo was taken 
at a touch football 
game between the 
Division of Student 
Affairs and the 
Graduate Student 
Assembly. If you 
can identify the 
participants or share 
a story, Harrison 
Wick, IUP Special 
Collections librarian 
and university 
archivist, would love 
to hear from you. 
He’s also interested 
in acquiring IUP 
memorabilia, 
yearbooks, photos, 
and more. Contact 
him at hwick@iup.
edu. 
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NAMEDROPPERS

Caroline Billon 
’15 admits she’s 
hooked on Ironman 
endurance 

competitions.

A lifelong athlete, Billon 
entered her first Half Ironman 
triathlon roughly two years 
ago. The 70.3-mile test of 
endurance combines a 1.2-mile 
open-water swim, a 56-mile 
bike ride, and a 13.1-mile run. 
And she hasn’t looked back 
since. 

Billon competed in three 
more Half Ironmans last 
year, as well as her first full 
Ironman, a grueling 140.6-
mile competition. She plans 
to compete in another Half 
Ironman this summer and in 
her second full-distance event 
in the fall.

“You could say I’m hooked,” 
Billon said by phone from San 
Francisco’s North Bay region, 
where she’s a safety intern at 
Chevron. “Really, it’s about 
the ability to maximize the 
potential of my body and see 
what I can do. I haven’t hit my 
body’s limit yet. I want to see 
how far I can take it, what I can 
do with it.”

Billon has placed in the top 
10 in her age group in four of 
the five races she’s entered. At 
the end of the 2015 season, she 
was ranked 25th out of 1,703 
athletes worldwide in the 
Ironman Overall Age Group 
Rankings for women 18 to 24. 

“To be in the top 5 percent of 
all those who have competed 
in both the Half Ironman and 
the full Ironman—it’s pretty 
amazing to me,” she said.

Billon’s best time in a Half 
Ironman was 5 hours, 37 
minutes, and 9 seconds at 
the Ironman Eagleman in 
Cambridge, Maryland, in June 
of last year. In November, she 
completed her first full Ironman 
in Tempe, Arizona, placing 

second in her age group with a 
time of 10:57:45 and finishing 
just 32 seconds behind the 
winner. 

That event served as a qualifier 
for the Ironman World 
Championships in Kailua-Kona, 
Hawaii, and Billon missed 
qualifying by the slightest 
of margins. Her age group is 
allotted only one slot for the 
world championships, so her 
second-place finish left her one 
spot short of qualifying. That 
near miss has lit a fire under 
Billon to return to Tempe for the 
Ironman Arizona in November 
and to try again to qualify for 
the world championships.

Spring Highlights 
Behind senior Brandon 
Norfleet, the men’s basketball 
team won the Pennsylvania 
State Athletic Conference West 
Division outright title for the 
fifth time in the past seven 
seasons. Norfleet had 662 points 
on the season, breaking the 
single-season record previously 
held by Randy Allen ’77. 
Norfleet garnered All-America 
honors from three different 
outlets, was named to the 
All-Atlantic Region first team, 
and was tabbed the PSAC West 
Men’s Basketball Athlete of the 
Year. The Crimson Hawks went 
21-8, their eighth consecutive 
season with 20 or more wins. 
Head coach Joe Lombardi 
became the program’s all-time 
wins leader; he has a 225-85 
record in 10 seasons at IUP. 
His son Dante Lombardi was 
named the PSAC Freshman of 
the Year.

The women’s basketball 
team advanced to the PSAC 
Championship game for the 
first time since 2009, and the 
Crimson Hawks qualified for 
the NCAA tournament for 
the second straight season. 
Named to the All-PSAC West 
first team, senior sharpshooter 
Leslie Stapleton set the 
program record with 216 career 
three-pointers. She also set 

PSAC records for free throw 
percentage, with a 93.3 single-
season percentage and an 88.5 
career percentage.

After 11 seasons at the helm 
of the Crimson Hawks’ 
baseball program, Jeff Ditch 
announced his retirement 
in May. Ditch left IUP with 
253 victories, the most in the 
program’s history.

With senior Amy Weinberg 
leading the way, the women’s 
lacrosse team tied the school 
record for victories in a season 
with a 13-6 mark and advanced 
to the PSAC semifinals for the 
third time in four years. The 
first three-time All-American 
in program history, Weinberg 
finished her career with 205 
assists, a PSAC record and the 
fourth-best total in NCAA 
Division II history. Ally 
Burrows scored 49 goals and 
earned the PSAC Freshman of 
the Year award.

Freshman D. J. Horton became 
the first men’s track and field 
athlete since 2011 to garner All-
America honors with an eighth-
place finish in the pole vault (16 
feet, 4 inches) at the Division II 
Track and Field Championships. 
Horton also won the PSAC 
indoor and outdoor pole vault 
titles and was named the 

PSAC Indoor Freshman of the 
Year. The men’s track and field 
team finished fourth in team 
standings at the PSAC Outdoor 
Championships, IUP’s best 
finish since 2009.

The women’s tennis team 
went 22-5 to match the school 
record for victories in a season, 
and IUP advanced to the 
NCAA Championships round 
of 16 and played in the PSAC 
championship match for the 
sixth straight season. Freshman 
Claudia Menes, who set a 
single-season record with 28 
singles wins, was named the 
PSAC West and Atlantic Region 
Freshman of the Year. Luise 

von Agris set a school record 
with 52 combined wins—26 
each in singles and doubles.

Hall of Fame 
The 2016 class of the IUP 
Athletic Hall of Fame will 
include 13 former athletes 
and one journalist, who will 
be honored at the annual 
induction ceremony October 1 
at the Kovalchick Convention 
and Athletic Complex. 

The inductees, who represent 
nine varsity sports, are Paul 
Murphy ’68, Jim Angelo ’87, 
M’89 and LeRon McCoy ’05, 
football; Mike Beckles ’01, 

men’s basketball; Al Taylor 
’96 and Brian Spickler ’98, 
M’02, track and field; Mindy 
Sawtelle-Zottola ’05, cross 
country and track and field; 
Gene Dellemonache ’89, 
M’90, ’01, track and field and 
football; Mike Sheleheda ’65, 
baseball and men’s basketball; 
Brittany Gates ’06, volleyball; 
Dave Myers ’93, golf; Neil 
Postas ’74, M’78, swimming; 
Rich Bonaccorsi ’86, 
wrestling; and Ed Bouchette 
’73, sports writer for the 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette. Sylvia 
Noronha will receive the 
Honorary Bell Ringer Award 
for her contributions to IUP 
athletics.

The day’s festivities will 
start with a reception at 
10:45 a.m., followed by the 
induction ceremony at 11:30. 
The inductees will also be 
recognized at halftime of the 
football game against Seton 
Hill that day. For tickets to the 
induction ceremony, contact 
Karyl Miller at 724-357-2057 or 
by e-mail at karyl.miller@iup.
edu.

Alumni Notes 
In his first season with the 
Seattle Mariners’ Class A Short 
Season affiliate, the Everett 
AquaSox, former IUP baseball 
standout Ryan Uhl finished 
with a .259 batting average, 
four home runs, and 35 RBIs, 
to go along with a .352 on-base 
percentage and a .393 slugging 
average.

After a promotion in April, Uhl 
was assigned to the Class A 
Clinton (Iowa) LumberKings’ 
opening-day roster, but he 
missed the first half of the 
season recovering from back 
surgery. The first baseman 
expected to return to the 
diamond later this summer. A 
full story appears on the IUP 
Magazine website.

In June, Paige Beierschmitt 
’14 became the first assistant 
coach ever hired by the newly 
formed women’s lacrosse 
program at Butler University 
in Indianapolis. Beierschmitt 
was a four-year starter at IUP 
and a two-time selection on 
the All-PSAC first team. She 
completed two seasons as an 
assistant coach at Misericordia 
University before taking the 
Butler job.

BY MIRZA ZUKIC

Caroline Billon finished second in her age group in the Ironman 
triathlon last November in Tempe, Arizona.

Brandon Norfleet

Leslie Stapleton

Amy Weinberg

Luise von Agris

D. J. Horton

For up-to-the-minute news on IUP 
sports, visit www.iupathletics.com. 
There you’ll find all the latest news 

Namedroppers can’t bring you because 
of deadline constraints.

Two former IUP football 
assistant coaches under Frank 
Cignetti ’60, M’65 have 
been reunited at Stony Brook 
University in New York. Chris 
Bache ’87 and Carmen Felus 
will serve as the Seawolves’ 
co-offensive coordinators 
next season. Bache will serve 
as offensive line coach, and 
Felus as quarterbacks coach. 
Working under Cignetti in the 
early 2000s, the pair engineered 
offenses that helped IUP to 
five PSAC West titles and three 
trips to the NCAA Division II 
playoffs.

An assistant basketball and 
baseball coach at IUP in the 
early ’70s, Vic Cegles M’73 
was named deputy athletic 
director at the University of 
Connecticut in May, following 
a successful 10-year run as the 
athletic director at Long Beach 
State University. Cegles has 
held various senior athletic 
department administration 
roles since 1981.

Ron McNabb ’83 has gone 
56-34 in four years as boys’ 
basketball coach at Knoch High 
School outside Pittsburgh and 
has guided the Knights to the 
district playoffs every year. But 
McNabb’s coaching doesn’t 
end there. He also operates the 
Pittsburgh Basketball Academy 
in the Pittsburgh Mills mall.

Josh Huger ’11, M’12 recently 
completed his first season as 
an assistant swimming coach 
at Virginia Tech. Huger was 
previously an assistant for two 
years at William & Mary and for 
two years at IUP. m
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Recipients of the 
2016 Distinguished 
Alumni Awards 
were honored 
in April at a gala 
sponsored by 
the IUP Alumni 
Association. Find a 
full story about each 
recipient at www.
alumni.iup.edu. 

Recipient of the Distinguished Alumni Award 
for Service, David Antolik ’88 is senior 
executive vice president and chief lending 
officer at S&T Bank, where he leads more 
than 60 commercial lenders and relationship 
managers responsible for a $4.2-billion 
commercial loan portfolio. His nine-year 
service on the board of the Foundation for IUP, 
including four years as Finance Committee 
chair, came at a critical time as the university 
transformed its campus with the Residential 
Revival. A board member of the IUP Research 
Institute and IUP Lively Arts, he has also 
played guitar with the Six in performances as 
far away as Italy.

Based in Oregon, ceramic artist Chris 
Antemann ’97 was selected by Germany’s 
Meissen Porcelain to create a unique 
collection of fine porcelain sculpture that was 
exhibited in a solo show last fall at Pittsburgh’s 
Frick Museum. A native of Johnstown, she 
is recognized as one of the world’s most 
renowned porcelain artists, has had nearly a 
score of solo exhibits globally, and has been 
honored with numerous prestigious awards 
and residencies. She serves on the boards 
of both the LH Project in Oregon’s Wallowa 
Mountains—an intimate, private setting 
where artists nourish their creative process—
and Montana’s Archie Bray Foundation.

Majority leader of the Pennsylvania General 
Assembly the last two years, Dave Reed ’00 
is in his seventh term as representative of the 
62nd Legislative District. He grew up in Homer 
City and was in the inaugural graduating class 
of the Robert E. Cook Honors College. For nine 
years, he was a member of the IUP Alumni 
Association Board of Directors, and he served 
as board secretary for a year. He has received 
both IUP’s Young Alumni Achievement 
Award and Friend of Higher Education Award. 
Reed also headed the House Majority Policy 
Committee’s Empowering Opportunities 
initiative, which explored barriers to self-
sufficiency for low-income Pennsylvanians.

An attorney and partner in the Washington, 
DC, office of Holland & Knight, Andrew 
Stephenson ’72 practices domestically and 
internationally in the areas of construction, 
government contracts, labor law, and corporate 
compliance. He has also been an adjunct 
professor at American University Washington 
College of Law. A longtime member of the 
Foundation for IUP Board of Directors, he was 
a leader in developing the Residential Revival 
and continues to play a key role in foundation 
projects. As a speaker at the dedication of 
Andrew Stephenson Hall in 2010 put it, “Many 
contributed to the Residential Revival, but 
none more than Andrew.”

Although Clifford Watson ’74 came to 
IUP from Marion Center to study music, he 
switched to health and then left completely 
for Connecticut and a Pratt & Whitney Aircraft 
job as an experimental test operator. A new 
academic major in safety management lured 
him back to IUP, and an internship became 
an eight-year stint at Alcoa after graduation. 
His subsequent work at Martin Marietta, 
Lockheed Martin, and finally NASA has 
contributed widely to the US space program. 
His latest project is NASA’s next giant rocket, 
the Space Launch System. Although he lives in 
Knoxville, he is an active Challenger Program 
proponent in Indiana County.

Growing up in the Cambria County coal town 
of Twin Rocks, Terry Yosie ’74 saw firsthand 
pollution’s human and environmental effects. 
Eschewing the law career he had planned and 
choosing instead graduate work at Carnegie 
Mellon, at 29 he was supervising hundreds of 
Environmental Protection Agency scientists, 
engineers, and economists. Since then, he 
has held directorial and executive positions 
in government, the private sector, and the 
nongovernmental sector. For the last decade, 
he has been president and CEO of the World 
Environment Center, where he works 
with countries, companies, and academic 
institutions in global efforts to achieve 
sustainable development. 

2016
Distinguished

Alumni
Awards
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Indeed, IUP is all about you—your student 
experience and the impact your education has 
had on your life. We want to know how you 
would like to stay in touch and involved. Please 
take the time to update us with your e-mail 
address, and when you do, we’ll send you a 
link to a survey, so that you can tell us what is 
important to you.

IT’S ALL ABOUT

YOU!
Please visit www.alumni.iup.edu/ 
UpdateMyInfo to make sure we 
have your most current contact 
information. Update your 
information by December 1 and 
be entered into a drawing for an 
iPad mini.
Want to provide us with feedback by phone?  
Give us a call at 800-937-2487.

Have questions?  
Send them to alumni-relations@iup.edu.

2322
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ACHIEVEMENTS

Honorary Degree
IUP awarded an honorary doctor of laws degree to John Wetzel, 
Pennsylvania’s secretary of corrections, at the May commencement 
ceremonies. In Wetzel’s six years in the job, Pennsylvania saw its 
first inmate population reduction in more than four decades. IUP 
has also participated in Wetzel’s Time to Lead initiative, which 
encourages creating opportunities to help students of color meet 
their educational goals and become leaders. Wetzel is a member of 
Harvard’s Executive Session on Community Corrections, tasked with 
shaping the future of community corrections policy nationwide.

Faculty and Staff Awards 
• Joann Migyanka ’97, M’01, D’06 received 
 the Distinguished Faculty Award for Teaching. 
 She is a faculty member in the Department of 
 Communication Disorders, Special Education, 
 and Disability Services and co-director of the 
 Labyrinth Center, which supports IUP students 
 with autism spectrum disorders.

• David Lorenzi received the Distinguished 
 Faculty Award for Service. A faculty member 
 in the Department of Kinesiology, Health, and 
 Sport Science, he developed and directed the 
 IUP Special Needs Activity Program, a physical 
 activity program for people with disabilities.

• Mary Beth Leidman received the Distinguished 
 Faculty Award for Creative Arts. A professor in 
 the Department of Communications Media, she 
 has written, produced, and hosted the award-
 winning IUP Talks since it began airing on IUP-
 TV in 1995.

• Bitna Kim received the Distinguished Faculty 
 Award for Research. She is faculty member 
 in the Department of Criminology and 
 Criminal Justice, and her research has included 
 international issues in crime, gender and crime, 
 and the unequal treatment of minorities in the 
 criminal justice system.

• Raj Murthy M’90, M’08, D’14 received a Staff 
 Service Award. As assistant dean for technology 
 in the Eberly College of Business and 
 Information Technology, he played a key role 
 in Eberly projects including the Trading 
 Room and the Bloomberg, Networking, and 
 NeuroMarketing labs. 

• Michele Norwood M’92 received a Staff Service 
 Award. Assistant vice provost for Undergraduate 
 Student Success, she has provided leadership 
 in efforts including the Academic Success 
 Center Task Force, the Council of Associate/
 Assistant Deans, and President Michael 
 Driscoll’s Inauguration Committee.

President’s Medal
Tim Rupert ’68 received the IUP President’s Medal of Distinction 
for professional achievement. The President’s Medal is the highest 
non-degree award the university presents. Rupert served on the 
Foundation for IUP Board of Directors for 11 years, five of them as 
president, and is now a director emeritus. He is a 2001 recipient of the 
Distinguished Alumni Award.

Hall of Distinction
The Eberly College of Business and Information Technology 
inducted three alumni into its Hall of Distinction during the 38th 
annual Business Day in April:

• Don Haddad ’79, senior vice president, Citizens Bank
• George Bartha ’83, director, Infrastructure and Application   
 Operations, Bayer Business and Technology Services, LLC
• Susan Cosper ’92, technical director, Financial Accounting   
 Standards Board

Goldwater Scholarship
Kara McClain, an IUP nursing major and a student in the Cook 
Honors College, became the seventh IUP student to receive the Barry 
M. Goldwater Scholarship. A McNair Scholar, McClain has won 
numerous awards as an undergraduate and has conducted research 
on tick-borne diseases.

Maple Honored  
The cybersecurity lab in the 
Department of Computer 
Science has been named after 
the late James H. Maple. 
Originally part of the IUP 
Mathematics faculty, Maple 
cofounded the Computer 
Science Department in 1971 
and went on to teach in the 
department for more than 20 
years. His son, James E. Maple 
’86, and the Maple Family 
Foundation established a 
scholarship in his memory 
in 2011. The cybersecurity 
lab is a key component of the 
department’s designation by 
the National Security Agency 
as a Center of Academic 
Excellence in Information 
Assurance Education.

Unleashing Manhood
Sociology faculty members 
Christian Vaccaro M’05 
and Melissa Swauger ’97 
recently teamed up on the 
book Unleashing Manhood 
in the Cage: Masculinity and 
Mixed Martial Arts, published 
by Lexington Books. In their 
exploration of why MMA 
fighters endure the grueling 
demands of the sport, often 
with little or no pay, the 
authors determined competitors 
enjoy a form of idolization 
linked with masculinity. “From 
the start, the culture of MMA 
has linked participation to 
key themes that Americans 
associate with being a real man, 
like control, dominance, and 
independence,” Vaccaro said. 
The book also examines the 
often decorative roles women 
play in the MMA and the 
response to female competitors. 
Former IUP professor Robert 
Heasley wrote the book’s 
foreword, and former MMA 
competitor Justin Shemenski 
’07 appears in the cover art.

Distinguished 
University Professor  
English professor David 
Downing has become 
IUP’s 2016-17 Distinguished 
University Professor. Director of 
Graduate Studies in Literature 
and Criticism, he has been 
part of the IUP faculty since 
1988. As founding editor of 
the journal Works and Days, 
Downing has a 30-year record 
of publishing some of the 
most innovative, cutting-edge 
scholarship in cultural studies 
and critical pedagogy. He has 
authored or edited six books 
and published scores of essays, 
book chapters, and review 
articles. Downing has said his 
research and teaching have 
been inspired by the need to 
create and sustain just working 
and learning conditions for 
faculty members and students 
in higher education. Recipients 
of the Distinguished University 
Professor award hold the title 
for life and receive a grant and 
a reduced teaching load for one 
year to assist with research and 
scholarship.

Faculty Deaths

Richard Ciganko, a 
professor emeritus who 
retired in 2015 after 19 
years of teaching art, died 
February 5, 2016.

John Cross, a faculty 
member who retired in 
2003 after 23 years in the 
Economics Department, 
died May 6, 2016.

John (Jack) Davis, a 
professor emeritus of 
English and former assistant 
chair of the department, 
died March 8, 2016. He 
retired in 1989 after 25 years 
of service.

Irwin Marcus, a professor 
emeritus who retired in 
2002 after 37 years in the 
History Department, died 
March 31, 2016. The Irwin 
M. Marcus Public History 
Room was established 
in his honor in the new 
College of Humanities and 
Social Sciences building, 
which opened in January.

Patrick McCreary, 
a faculty member in 

the Theater and Dance 
Department, died May 
12, 2016. He came to IUP 
in 1983 and was faculty 
technical director during 
the renovation of Waller 
Hall in the late ’80s.

Merle Rife, a professor 
emeritus who retired in 
1994 after 36 years in the 
History Department, died 
March 2, 2016. He also 
served as associate dean of 
social sciences in the 1970s.

Lorraine Wilson, professor 
emerita and former chair of 
the Music Department, died 
April 11, 2016. She retired 
in 2008 after 17 years of 
service.

Jane Wunz, who taught 
chemistry from 1971 to 
1988, died May 6, 2016.

Paul Wunz, a professor 
emeritus who retired in 
1987 after 22 years in the 
Chemistry Department, 
died May 8, 2016.

Kwasi Yirenkyi, a 
professor emeritus who 
retired in 2013 after 27 years 
in the Religious Studies 
Department, died May 31, 
2016.

MENTORS

The following faculty and 
former faculty members 
died in recent months:

New Faculty Emeriti
The following faculty members 
were recently awarded 
emeritus/emerita status: 
Richard Ciganko, 19 years 
(awarded posthumously), 
and Fuyuko Matsubara, 15 
years, Art; Susan Glor-Scheib, 
22 years, Communication 
Disorders, Special Education, 
and Disability Services; 
Claude Mark Hurlbert, 
29 years, English; Marion 
Henry ’90, M’91, 11 years, 
Human Development and 
Environmental Studies; John 
Stamp ’76, 25 years, Music; 
Janice Holmes, 19 years, 

Nursing and Allied Health 
Professions; John Sitton, 
28 years, Political Science; 
and Mary Jalongo, 37 
years, Cathy Kaufman ’71, 
M’73, 28 years, and Jennifer 
Rotigel ’74, M’77, D’00, 16 
years, Professional Studies in 
Education. m

Pennsylvania Secretary of Corrections John Wetzel gave the 
keynote speech at IUP’s May commencement ceremonies.
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ALL ABOUT ALUMNI
1950s
Trading in the snow for 
the sun, Dee Phillips 
Durfee ’50 has moved from 
Lancaster to her daughter’s 
home in Oakland, California. 
She has four children, 10 
grandchildren, and five great-
grandchildren scattered across 
the country—in Boston, the 
Bronx, Philadelphia, and Reno. 
Retired since 1990, Dee said 
she misses teaching, but her 
children and grandchildren 
are teachers or engineers. Two 
of her grandsons graduated in 
June, one from Caltech and one 
from Vancouver. Her two oldest 
great-grandchildren, ages two 
and three, talk, sing, and read to 
her on FaceTime.

1960s
When the US Army Cadet 
Command inducted 326 former 
ROTC cadets into the inaugural 
class of its Army ROTC National 
Hall of Fame in June, Barry 
Gasdek ’64 was among them. 
The induction ceremony, at 
Fort Knox, Kentucky, was part 
of a celebration of ROTC’s 100-
year anniversary. Barry, the 
Wyoming state veterans officer, 
was inducted into the IUP 
Athletic Hall of Fame in 2012 
and the IUP ROTC Hall of Fame 
in 2013. He is a 2015 recipient of 
the IUP Distinguished Alumni 
Award.

After more than 47 years in the 
ministry, Dean Grabill ’68 has 
retired. He and his wife, Karen, 
have relocated to Midland, 
Michigan.

1970s
A member of IUP’s Child 
Development and Family 
Relations faculty for 18 years, 
Fredalene Barletta Bowers 
’70, M’73 received the College 
of Health and Human Services’ 
2015-16 Service Award in May. 
She is chair of the Department 
of Human Development, 
Fashion, and Interior Design.

Retired from Amity United 
Church of Christ in Meyersdale, 
Harold Garlick Jr. ’73 has 
assumed an associate pastor 
role and has begun a position as 
hospice chaplain with Interim 
HealthCare of Johnstown. 
Hal received his master of 
divinity degree from Pittsburgh 
Theological Seminary in 2004.

Patricia Conoway ’73 
said she learned nonverbal 
communication, specifically 
how to understand body 
language, from her horse, 

Dream, who had been abused. 
When Alzheimer’s disease took 
away Patricia’s mother’s ability 
to speak, Patricia said she used 
that same skill to communicate 
with her mother until her 
death. Patricia recently self-
published a personal account 
of her horsemanship and 
caregiver journeys in the 
book Listening with My Eyes. 
She said the book includes 
revelations about assisted 
care facilities and challenges 
caregivers face.

After 34 years with the 
Pennsylvania Medical Society, 
Larry Light ’73 has retired 
as senior vice president, 
Physician Advocacy and 
Political Affairs. He joined the 
organization as a lobbyist and 
retired as leader of its state 
legislative, state regulatory, 
federal advocacy, and political 
programs. He also served for 
years as executive director of 
the Pennsylvania Medical 
Political Action Committee. 
Larry participated on several 
national committees of the 
American Medical Association. 
He is a past president of the 
Pennsylvania Association for 
Government Relations and 
was a founding board member. 
After graduating from IUP, 
he worked in the Office of the 
Senate Majority Leader and 
was executive director of the 
Senate Public Health and 
Welfare Committee. Larry and 
his wife, Colleen Flynn Light 
’74, live in Harrisburg. They 
have two children and two 
grandchildren. 

After her IUP graduation, 
Cindy Mulhollen ’73 worked 
for a small printing company 
as a paste-up and layout artist. 
In 1979, she opted for a change 
and, after a year of technical 
training, began a new career 
as a goldsmith and jewelry 
designer. Photos of her work 
are at www.clmjewelry.com. A 
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Nearly 60 years since 
Robert Bloch introduced 
the world to Norman 
Bates in his novel Psycho, 
Elizabethtown author 
Chet Williamson ’70 
has written a sequel. 
Released in April by 
Thomas Dunne Books, 
Psycho: Sanitarium 
connects the end 
of Psycho with the 
beginning of Bloch’s 
Psycho II. Critics have 
lauded Chet’s success 
in bridging the two. 
“Whenever Norman 
gets the spotlight, the 
novel feels like a lost 
Bloch work,” according to 
Publishers Weekly. Also 
an actor and musician, 
Chet has written more 
than 30 books and 100 
short stories and has 
recorded more than 40 
audiobooks.

In April, former students of William Becker, front, right, IUP 
professor emeritus and a member of the trumpet faculty from 
1961 to 1990, gathered for a dinner in his honor at the Coventry 
Inn in Indiana. Those on hand to celebrate his influence and 
his 88th birthday were, from left, Don Amendt ’68, M’72, 
Ted Veremeychik ’66, David Brubaker ’68 (whose wife, 
Camille Brubaker ’69, also attended), and Jim Cummins ’68, 
M’76.

David Truby, left, professor emeritus and cofounder of the IUP 
Journalism Department, said he has “frequent homecomings” 
with friends and former students Ed Bouchette ’73, center, 
and John Esposito ’78. A longtime sports writer at the 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, Ed received the NFL Hall of Fame’s 
Dick McCann Award in 2014, followed by IUP’s Distinguished 
Alumni Award last year. John was recently promoted to 
chairman and CEO of Warner Music Nashville. The promotion 
coincided with his receiving the Music Business Association’s 
Presidential Award for Outstanding Executive Achievement in 
May. John helped establish Warner Music Nashville in 2009. 
He is a 2011 recipient of the IUP Distinguished Alumni Award. 
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for his volunteer service as 
tour director and announcer 
for the IUP Marching Band. 
During his 14 years of service, 
the band made appearances in 
the America’s Day Parade in 
Paris, the Macy’s Thanksgiving 
Day Parade, halftime shows 
for National Football League 
games, and scores of high 
school and community band 
festivals. A native of Fayette 
City, Ross was a sports team 
mascot at IUP and a clarinetist 
in the marching band. He left 
school for the Army in 1969 and 
returned a decade later to finish 
his degree. In the 1980s, Ross 
worked for a private company 
in Saudi Arabia. He returned 
to Pennsylvania in 1986 and 
eventually settled in Maple 
Glen, where he coordinated 
meetings of a Steelers fan club. 

After 33 years of service to 
her country, CJ Jaynes ’79, 
M’82 retired from the US 
Navy in May. Four years ago, 
CJ made naval history as the 
79th woman to be promoted 
to rear admiral. She was the 
first woman at the Naval Air 
Systems Command and in the 
Navy’s aerospace maintenance 
duty officer community to 
achieve the rank of flag officer. 
Following her promotion, she 
became commander in charge 
of seven fleet-readiness centers 
engaged in maintenance, 
repair, and overhaul services 
for the entire naval aviation 
effort. Her last official duty was 
as program executive officer 
for air anti-submarine warfare, 
assault, and special mission 
programs. At a ceremony in 
April at Naval Air Station 
Patuxent River in Maryland, 
CJ marked her retirement 
with IUP friends Sue Maloy 
Liszewski ’79, Beth Stein 
Puko ’79, Ellen Hill Schuetz 
’79, Laura Wholey ’78, and 
Deb Young ’79. Their photo 
appears in Alumni Extra.

letter from Cindy appears in this 
edition of the magazine.

Mary Anne Luketich Waltz 
’73 has been appointed a 
library development specialist 
in the Division of Library 
Development at New York State 
Library.

In June, Douglas Horner ’74 
and Priscilla Heist Horner 
’75 celebrated 40 years of 
marriage and their recent 
retirements. Doug retired 
as director of the Bachelor 
of Social Work program at 
Shepherd University in West 
Virginia. He received his 
PhD from the University of 
Maryland. Priscilla retired 
last summer after 39 years of 
teaching students with special 
needs in both West Virginia 
and Virginia. They have two 
children, Jessica and Jeremy, 
also in Shepherdstown. Jessica 
Horner Herbert ’04 is married 
to Martin Herbert, and they 
have a six-year-old son, Connor. 
After five years of teaching 
early childhood education, 
Jessica is now an at-home mom. 
Jeremy manages a wine and 
craft beer store, Grapes & Grains 
Gourmet.

William Grant ’75 was 
recently appointed to the 
Board of Trustees of his other 
alma mater, Wilkes University 
in Wilkes-Barre. He earned 
his MBA there in 1986. Bill is 
the founder of Hildebrandt 
Learning Centers, LLC, which 
managed more than 40 child 
care locations for colleges 
and universities, health care 
organizations, and businesses 
in the Middle Atlantic region. 
Based in Dallas, Luzerne 
County, the company was 
recently purchased by Bright 
Horizons Family Solutions. 
Now semiretired, Bill consults 
with child care organizations 
that call on his 33 years in the 
profession.

In February, Demetrios Velis 
’75 accepted the position of 
senior attending neurologist 
and clinical neurophysiologist 
in the Comprehensive Epilepsy 
Program at Free University 
Medical Center in Amsterdam. 
An internationally known 
neurologist, Demetrios is 
a 2001 recipient of the IUP 
Distinguished Alumni Award.

Karen Maier ’76 recently 
marked 29 years as president 
and founder of Nutri-Serve 
Food Management, Inc. The 
company contracts with 78 
school districts in New Jersey 
and Pennsylvania and employs 
1,200 food service workers.

An adjunct professor at 
Frederick Community College 
in Maryland, Rita Pisani 
Potter ’76 is teaching a 
new course, “In the Garden: 
Preparing for Spring.”

The central Pennsylvania 
chapter of the American Society 
for Public Administration 
recognized Edward Knittel 
’78, M’86 with the Excellence 
in Local Government Award 
in May. He is senior director of 
Education and Sustainability 
with the Pennsylvania State 
Association of Boroughs.

Last summer, Carl Roznowski 
’78 retired from the Crawford 
Central School District in 
Meadville. In his 37-year 
career, he taught AP Chemistry, 
Honor Chemistry, Academic 
Chemistry, Principles of 
Technology I and II, and 
Physical Science. He was also 
a longtime track and field 
coach, spending 25 years as 
head coach and 12 years as an 
assistant.

Ross Brightwell ’78, M’79, 
the 1998 recipient of the 
IUP President’s Medal of 
Distinction, died March 27. 
The university recognized Ross 
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substitute teach in retirement.

Last fall, Dan Clifford ’81 
was elected judge in the 
Montgomery County Court 
of Common Pleas. A past 
chair of the Pennsylvania 
Bar Association’s Family Law 
Section, Dan started the award-
winning Judicial Interview 
of the Child video project, 
which provides instruction for 
new judges on best practices 
when interviewing children. 
For two years before his 
IUP graduation, Dan was 

the student member of the 
university’s Council of Trustees. 
He and his husband, Jonathan 
Weinhold, have a teenage son, 
Matthew.

In March, Pittsburgh 
Business Times named Patti 
Darnley ’81 a recipient of the 
BusinessWomen First award. 
The newspaper presents this 
award to 25 women annually. 
Patti is president and CEO of 
Gateway Health, a managed 
care organization. She was 

inducted into the Eberly College 
of Business and Information 
Technology Hall of Distinction 
in 2014. 

Chief executive at Prolifiq 
Software, Inc., Jeffrey Gaus 
’81 returned to IUP in March as 
the Eberly College of Business 
and Information Technology’s 
executive/entrepreneur-in-
residence. During his two-day 
visit to campus, he spoke to 
hundreds of students from 21 
different course sections. Jeff 
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Many former members of 
the I-Uppers, a university 
musical group, gathered at 
the home of Lynn Gable Fry 
’80 last August for music and 
reminiscing. They included 
Eileen Reitz Sones ’77, Brad 
Herr ’79, Gary Johnson ’79, 
Diane Daneker Stanzione 
’79, Karen Miller Blackbird 
’80, Ron Jenkins ’80, Sue 
Weiser MacInnes ’81, Lynn 
Linton McClurg ’81, Eric 
Jenkins ’82, and Mike Stenko 
’82. A group photo appears in 
Alumni Extra.

1980s
An alumni event in March 
at the Boca Raton Resort 
and Spa in Florida drew IUP 
graduates from the 1960s 
through the 2000s. Sorority 
sisters in attendance from 
Alpha Gamma Delta included 
Carol Gingrich Gabriel ’63, 
Kathleen Norman Davis ’84, 
Linda Kudransky Feidler 
’84, Charlene Rathway 
Volker ’84, Lisa Coccoli Ging 
’85, Marci Haas Achtzehn 
’86, Mary Kulbacki Folkes 
’86, Julie Unitas Giba ’87, 
Lynette Rathway Wells ’87, 
and Breda Cody Kellner ’89. 
A group photo appears on the 
Alumni Extra website.

President and CEO of Veracyte, 
a California-based molecular 
diagnostics company, Bonnie 
Harbison Anderson ’80 
celebrated her company’s 
receipt of a 2016 Edison 
Award in April. Veracyte 
earned the Bronze Award in 
the Diagnostics and Disease 
Treatment category for its 
Percepta Bronchial Genomic 
Classifier, a test that provides 
diagnostic information to help 
patients avoid unnecessary 
and expensive lung biopsies. 
Before cofounding Veracyte in 
2008, Bonnie held leadership 
positions with Beckman Coulter 
for 18 years and provided 
strategic consulting services 
to venture capital firms and 
early-stage businesses. She 

is a 2012 recipient of the IUP 
Distinguished Alumni Award.

Dave Flippo ’80 recently 
released his fifth CD, Life on 
Mars, with the Dave Flippo 
Trio, part of the Flippomusic 
Jazz Ensemble. For one of the 
tracks, Jimi Hendrix’s “If Six 
Was Nine,” the band won the 
2016 Jazz Connects Jukebox 
Jury Award at the Jazz Connects 
Conference, sponsored by 
JazzTimes magazine. The CD 
also includes songs written by 
David Bowie, John Lennon and 
Paul McCartney, Bob Dylan, 
Joni Mitchell, Stevie Wonder, 
and Jack Bruce. The band 
features Dave on piano, Heath 
Chappell on drums, and Donn 
De Santo on bass. Learn more at 
www.flippomusic.com.

After 23 years working in the 
US Department of Justice, 
Mike Kucynda ’80 retired 
last September as senior 
procurement and acquisition 
officer in the Federal Bureau of 
Prisons. He has since moved 
from California to Vancouver, 
Washington. Mike has been 
retired from the Army since 
2011. In his 27 years in the 
military, he completed three 
war-zone deployments, one in 
Bosnia and two in Iraq; earned 
awards including the Bronze 
Star; and achieved the rank 
of lieutenant colonel. Mike 
has a master’s degree and a 
master’s certificate and hopes to 

Friends Beth Farcht ’80 and 
Jerry Lee ’80 have shared 
an interest in IUP sports 
since their college days. 
Jerry played football, and 
Beth was on the women’s 
tennis team. In March, they 
got together to cheer on 
the IUP men’s basketball 
team at West Chester in the 
Pennsylvania State Athletic 
Conference Championships 
semifinal. IUP lost the game 
in overtime. “Sports still keep 
us in touch,” Beth said.

Before construction of the Indiana Ice Center along East Pike 
in the 1990s, the Belmont Complex in West Kittanning had 
been home to the IUP Ice Hockey Club since the program’s 
beginning in 1973. “Members spent many a Co-op van trip 
on Route 422 as they made the 30-mile trip back and forth for 
practices and games,” Paul Bucher ’81 wrote.

Over two days last April, more than 30 former club members 
gathered at the Belmont Arena for an informal reunion and 
some friendly competition. Players from the ’70s and early 
’80s defeated the team from the late ’80s, but “the scores didn’t 
matter as much as the camaraderie, which was far more 
evident than the hockey skills,” Paul said.

In an e-mail after the reunion, John O’Leary ’87, captain of 
the ’85 team, wrote to fellow members, “I feel blessed to be a 
part of this whole crew. I hated to leave it all on Saturday.”

After the success of the first event, the group plans to get 
together each spring. For more information, contact Paul at 
paul@thebuchers.com.

From left: Andy Taymans ’82, Brian Inners ’83, Jim Hickey 
’81, Jon Kirsch ’84, and Paul Bucher ’81. A full-group photo 
appears on the Alumni Extra website.

participation as a designated 
CIC. This certification requires 
annual completion of advanced 
education and training. A 34-
year insurance veteran, Chuck 
owns Indiana Insurance.

After 25 years at Lorain County 
Community College in Ohio, 
Marcia Cackowski Ballinger 
’83 became president in 
July. She is the college’s sixth 
president and the first woman 
in the post. Her previous roles 
included provost and vice 
president for academic and 
learner services, vice president 
for strategic and institutional 
development, vice president 
of the college’s foundation, 
and director of marketing/
recruitment and media 
relations. Earlier in the year, 
she was awarded the Aspen 
Presidential Fellowship for 
Community College Excellence. 

In May, James Fetterman 
’83 received his doctor of 
nursing practice/family nurse 
practitioner degree from Robert 
Morris University.

After 30 years in the 
community newspaper 
business, Harry Funk 
’84, M’97 recently became 
managing editor of the 
Almanac, a weekly newspaper 
reaching 36,000 homes in 
the South Hills of Pittsburgh. 
Previously, he was a 
multimedia reporter at the 
paper.

Marketing director at 
accounting firm Smith 
Elliott Kearns & Company, 
LLC, MaryBeth Nobers 
Hockenberry ’85 was 
appointed to Allinial Global’s 
Business Development/
Marketing Committee. Allinial 
Global is a membership 
association that assists 
accounting firms in sharing 
resources such as education, 
client service, best practices, 
marketing, and other expertise. 

has also served as president 
and as vice president of sales 
and marketing for Prolifiq. A 
telecommunications veteran, 
he has worked with the health 
care and life sciences industries 
for 30 years and has coauthored 
two US patents.

The Society of Certified 
Insurance Counselors, a 
national organization for 
insurance professionals, 
recognized Chuck Houser 
’82 for more than 15 years of 
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coordinator of instructional 
technology for prekindergarten 
through 12th grade. She 
has been recognized for 
promoting and implementing 
technology in education. 
Also at the awards ceremony, 
Tim Rupert ’68, director 
emeritus of the Foundation 
for IUP Board of Directors, 
received the IUP President’s 
Medal of Distinction. More 
about the award is included in 
Achievements.

The Pittsburgh Technology 
Council and the Greater 
Pittsburgh CIO Group recently 
honored Bill Balint ’88, chief 
information officer at IUP, with 
the 2016 Pittsburgh CIO of the 
Year Award in the education 
division. Bill joined the IUP 
staff as a systems analyst 27 
years ago and has served as CIO 
for the last 10 years. He is part 
of a family of IUP graduates, 
including his parents Bill 
Balint M’77 and Shirley 
Allen Balint ’52, M’68; his 
wife, Amy Balint ’98, and 

ARRIVALS
1990s 
To Jessica Oswalt ’98 and 
Garth Thompson, a daughter, 
Julia Kathleen, June 18, 2015.

2000s 
To Matthew Lucas ’00 and 
Mary Lucas, a daughter, 
Victoria Jane, March 20, 2014. 
To Christopher Plummer 
’00 and Colleen Brown 
Plummer ’04, a son, Hayden 
Connelly, February 10, 2016. 
To Paige Honeywell Kress 
’01, M’02 and William 
Kress, a son, Lincoln Patrick, 
December 2, 2015.  To Nicole 
Davis Bauer ’02 and Tom 
Bauer, a daughter, Allison 
Kay, August 27, 2015. To 
Matthew Close ’06 and 
Alana Close, a daughter, 
Hannah Marie, April 13, 
2016.

is vice president for academic 
affairs at the Army Medical 
Department Center and School 
Health Readiness Center of 
Excellence at Fort Sam Houston, 
Texas. Previously, she served as 
dean of the Academy of Health 
Sciences. She is a 2015 recipient 
of the IUP Distinguished 
Alumni Award.

Among the recipients of 
Indiana County Leader’s Circle 
Awards in April were Ralph 
May D’87, winner of the Male 
Civic Leader award, and Holly 
Jahoda Rougeaux ’92, M’99, 
winner of the Athena award. 
Ralph has been chief clinical 
officer at the Community 
Guidance Center for 28 years. 
He is a founding member and 
cochair of the county’s Suicide 
Task Force, a founding member 
of the county’s Child Advocacy 
Center, and a participant 
in many other community 
health organizations. A former 
principal, assistant principal, 
and teacher in the Indiana Area 
School District, Holly is now 

A commissioner on the 
Pennsylvania Gaming Control 
Board, Tony Moscato ’86 
visited IUP in April to speak 
to classes in the Department 
of Hospitality Management. 
“He is very supportive of our 
program,” department chair 
Stephen Shiring ’81, M’85 
said. “He has helped countless 
IUP students with advising 
on career building and résumé 
development and has provided 
other support as well.” Tony has 
been a member of the Gaming 
Control Board, which oversees 
the state’s gaming industry, 
since 2011. He previously 
served 16 years as a Cameron 
County commissioner.

Nadav Baum ’86 has joined 
Janney Montgomery Scott, 
LLC, as executive vice president 
of wealth management and 
financial advisor. Previously, 
he was executive vice president 
with BPU Investment 
Management, Inc., and before 
that, senior vice president at 
Smith Barney, Inc. He remains 
in Pittsburgh. 

In addition to running Krakoff 
Communications, Inc., a 
firm he started in 1993, Jeff 
Krakoff ’86 is now owner and 
president of Stryker-Munley 
Group—Pittsburgh, LLC. A 
public relations firm based 
in New York City, Stryker-
Munley reached agreements 
with established firms 
nationwide, including Krakoff 
Communications, as part of a 
national expansion. Jeff said 
the arrangement will give 
his clients access to a broader 
scope of expertise. Jeff is a 
member of the IUP Alumni 
Association Board of Directors 
and is professional advisor to 
IUP’s Public Relations Student 
Society of America.

In June, Sandy Koeppl 
Barsotti ’87 launched 
BarComm, also known 
as Barsotti Marketing & 
Communications, a full-service 
firm in Pittsburgh. She has spent 

25 years in the communications 
field in industries ranging from 
financial services and education 
to trucking and aviation. Sandy 
has been a board member of the 
Foundation for IUP for six years 
and served two terms on the 
IUP Alumni Association Board 
of Directors, ultimately serving 
as president. She received the 
IUP Distinguished Alumni 
Award for Service in 2014.

Vaughn Clay III ’87, M’94 
successfully defended his 
dissertation in March and 
earned his doctorate from 
Northeastern University’s 
College of Professional Studies 
in the Higher Education 
Administration concentration. 
A member of the Division of 
Student Life at Monmouth 
University in New Jersey for 
the past 21 years, he currently 
serves as director of Off-Campus 
and Commuter Services. 

In April, Bob Fritch ’87 
received the Clergy of the 
Year award from the Christ 
for the World Chapel ministry 
at JFK International Airport. 
Presenting the award was 
David Benke, president/bishop 
emeritus of the Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod’s 
Atlantic District. Bob is pastor 
at Our Saviour Lutheran 
Church in Jamaica, Queens. In 
addition, Bob and his church 
were featured in the cover 
story of the March edition of 
the Lutheran, the magazine 
of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America. This was 
the third time the magazine has 
recognized the church.

Last spring, Denise Hopkins-
Chadwick ’87 was inducted 
into the IUP ROTC Hall of 
Fame. Since her commission 
into the Army Nurse Corps, 
Denise has earned two master’s 
degrees and a PhD, garnered 
numerous awards, and risen 
to the rank of colonel. She 
has served across the country 
and in Germany and has been 
deployed to Iraq. Currently, she 

2010s 
To Judy Kiel Hartman ’10 
and Zachary Hartman ’11, 
a daughter, Hannah Lynn, 
January 12, 2016. To Alexander 
Kirsch ’11 and Sarah 
Hosterman Kirsch ’11, twin 
sons, Maxwell Alexander and 
Thaddeus James, September 
22, 2015. To Candace Brock 
Sloppy ’11 and Randy 
Sloppy, a son, Cayden Randy, 
November 20, 2013, and a son, 
Colyn Edward, August 21, 2015.

Good Hope Christian Preschool 
in Oil City.

A district sales manager for 
GlaxoSmithKline, Chris 
Guenzel ’91 spent his free time 
working with his family to 
create an educational drawing 
app for children. Called “Doodle 
What!?!” the app features 
a monster with a million 
suggestions of things to doodle. 
Children can then take pictures 
of their doodles and share them 
electronically. “Doodle What!?!” 
is available through the App 
Store and Google Play. A photo 
of the app’s creators appears on 
the Alumni Extra website.

Karen Crawford Clark ’92 
recently marked 20 years of 
employment at AEA Investors, 
a private equity firm in New 
York.

Technical director of the 
Financial Accounting 
Standards Board and chair 
of its Emerging Issues Task 
Force, Susan Cosper ’92 was 
keynote speaker at the annual 
IUP Student Accounting 
Association recognition dinner 
in April. The dinner’s record 
turnout included more than 
50 accounting professionals, 35 
of them IUP alumni, as well 
as 93 students and more than 
20 IUP faculty members or 
administrators. Photos of Susan 
with the student association’s 
officers and of David Westrick 
’86, assistant controller of 
Millcraft Investments, with 
Kim Anderson, the student 
group’s faculty advisor, appear 
on the Alumni Extra website. 

Executive director of the 
Community Environmental 
Legal Defense Fund, Thomas 
Linzey ’92 gave a presentation 
at IUP in March about the 
struggles Pennsylvania 
communities face in protecting 
their environments from 
industrial waste and pollution. 
The nonprofit firm is working 
with Grant Township, Indiana 

County, in its legal battle with 
an energy corporation over the 
disposal of wastewater from 
hydraulic fracturing. In 2007, 
Forbes.com identified Tom as 
one of “10 People Who Could 
Change the World.”

The Bill Sugra Memorial Golf 
Outing, held annually in honor 
of Bill Sugra ’93, is included 
in the book Golfers Giving 
Back, by Joel Zuckerman, 
about exceptional charity 
golf tournaments across the 
country. August 26 marks 
the 15th Sugra memorial golf 
outing, held at Green Pond 
Country Club in Bethlehem. 
Bill was among the thousands 
killed in the September 11, 2001, 
attacks on the World Trade 
Center.

In March, the Indiana branch 
of the American Association 
of University Women named 
Charlotte Manges ’95, M’99 
one of its Notable Women. 
Charlotte was a nurse at 
Indiana Regional Medical 
Center for 36 years. In that 
time, she started a grief support 
program, now in its 25th year, 
for parents who experienced 
pregnancy loss. A certified grief 
counselor, Charlotte has also 
been a member of the county’s 
Suicide Task Force for 15 years. 

Associate professor and 
field placement coordinator 
at Chatham University in 
Pittsburgh, Melissa Bell ’96 
returned to IUP in May to 
speak at the Department of 
Psychology’s commencement 
ceremony. Melissa’s research at 
Chatham focuses on access to 
family planning, the influence 
of politics and religion on 
social work practice, and the 
transition of women in the 
military to civilian life. She has 
also participated in legislative 
action to ensure victims of 
sexual assault have access 
to emergency contraception 
in Pennsylvania hospital 
emergency rooms. Melissa has a 
PhD in social work from Pitt.

Commission. The Hero Fund, 
established by Andrew 
Carnegie in 1904, has awarded 
the Carnegie Medal to 
nearly 10,000 people in the 
United States and Canada in 
recognition of heroism. The 
fund has provided $38 million 
in grants to these recipients or 
their survivors in the form of 
scholarships, death benefits, 
and more. Eric recently 
concluded a 25-year career with 
the Secret Service. Before his 
seven years with the Pittsburgh 
office, he was in charge of 
the International Programs 
Division and the Office of 
Government and Public Affairs, 
both in Washington, DC. He 
spent three years stationed in 
Berlin and served US presidents 
Bill Clinton and George W. 
Bush and their families while 
assigned to the Presidential 
Protective Division. Eric and his 
family live in McCandless.

Marcia Benamati Amero ’91 
was promoted to director of 

their children, Bill Balint ’06, 
Brandon Balint ’09, M’11 
(married to Elizabeth North 
Balint ’09), and Julie Balint 
’14, who will also receive a 
master’s in August; and Amy’s 
father, Harold Evans ’70.

Seattle leadership and training 
organization Fierce, Inc., 
welcomed Clark Witten ’88 
as vice president of learning 
in April. Fluent in English and 
Spanish, Clark has facilitated 
leadership programs around the 
world. Most recently, he was 
manager of global leadership 
development at Starbucks. Clark 
has also worked for Towers 
Watson, TIAA-CREF, Starwood 
Hotels & Resorts, Save the 
Children, and T-Mobile.

1990s
Retired special agent in 
charge of the US Secret 
Service’s Pittsburgh field 
office, Eric Zahren ’90 was 
elected executive director 
of the Carnegie Hero Fund 

A professor of art and coordinator of the painting program at 
Shepherd University, Sonya Evanisko ’89 was named West 
Virginia’s Professor of the Year for 2015. The state’s Faculty 
Merit Foundation presented her with the award and a $10,000 
cash prize in March. Sonya has taught at Shepherd for 23 
years and played a leading role in creating the university’s 
art program. She has exhibited her work nationally and is 
active in community projects, most notably the Town Run 
Garden, a half-acre space on campus that she and others helped 
transform into a natural woodland community garden and 
respite area.
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In June, Warren Hilton ’95, M’99 became Kutztown 
University’s vice president for enrollment management and 
student affairs. He previously served as dean of enrollment 
management at the Community College of Philadelphia and, 
before that, was associate dean for student and external affairs 
at Drexel. Warren also served as associate dean for student 
development at Moravian College in Bethlehem and spent the 
early part of his career at Maryland universities including Johns 
Hopkins, Stevenson, and the University of Maryland, College 
Park. He has taught in the fields of graduate higher education 
and health management and policy and has completed nearly 
30 publications and presentations. A native of Philadelphia, 
Warren earned his doctorate in educational leadership and 
management from Drexel.

An instructor and 
academic advisor in 
Penn State’s Department 
of Nutritional Sciences, 
Shawnee Coppersmith 
Kelly ’04, M’05 received 
the Young Dietitian of the 
Year Award for 2015-16 
through the Pennsylvania 
Academy of Nutrition 
and Dietetics. Shawnee 
is president-elect of the 
3,700-member academy 
and president of the 
Central Pennsylvania 
academy. Getting 
involved in professional 
associations is something 
she also encourages 
her students to do. 
“Having a community 
of registered dietitian 
nutritionists around 
them will make them 
stronger professionals and 
practitioners,” she said.
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Melissa Frank ’01, M’03 
successfully defended her 
dissertation in the Doctor of 
Psychology in Health and 
Wellness Psychology program 
at the University of the Rockies 
in Denver.

Pittsburgh dentist Rebecca 
Pounds ’01 has achieved 
a Level IV certification in 
bioesthetic dentistry, held by 
only four other practitioners 
in the state. Offered by the OBI 
Foundation for Bioesthetic 
Dentistry, this certification 
requires 300 clinical hours 
and took Becky three years to 
complete. Bioesthetic dentistry 
focuses on the form and 
function of teeth first; research 
shows that improved aesthetics 
will follow. For the past nine 
years, Pittsburgh Magazine 
has recognized Becky as one of 
the city’s top dentists. She is a 
graduate of IUP’s Cook Honors 
College and secretary of the IUP 
Alumni Association Board of 
Directors.

In July, Clint Weimer 
’01 started his new post as 
superintendent of the Marion 
Center Area School District in 
northern Indiana County. Clint 
was an assistant principal in 
the district and most recently 
served as principal of Apollo-
Ridge High School. He taught 
special needs students in 
various classroom settings for 
seven years before entering 
administration.

Executive chef at Lautrec 
at Nemacolin Woodlands 
Resort in Farmington, Kristin 
Butterworth CA’02 holds the 
distinction of being the only 
female chef to run a Forbes 
Five-Star and AAA Five-
Diamond restaurant. Her past 
experience includes working 
at the Windsor Court Hotel in 
New Orleans, Sea Island Resort 
in Georgia, and the Inn at Little 
Washington in Virginia.

A principal with management 
consulting firm Conscientia 

Have you noticed this icon at the end of a class note? It means that more information and often photos 
are available on the IUP Magazine website under Alumni Extra, www.iup.edu/magazine/alumniextra.

2000s
Jeffrey Merriman ’02 to 
Pat Handa, November 14, 
2015. Rose Huber ’07 to 
Morgan Kelly, January 16, 
2016. Meghan McQuaide 
’09, M’11 to Aaron Vescovi 
’09, M’11, December 4, 2015. 
Kimberly Panzini ’09 to 
Kemar Palmer, August 9, 
2014.

WEDDINGS
2010s
Timothy Brocious ’10 
to Christine Leydig ’10, 
June 7, 2014. Brandon 
Strittmatter ’12 to Meghan 
McMeans ’13, April 2, 2016. 
Kevin Carter Jr. ’13 to 
Lauren Mough ’13, October 
9, 2015.

Global, Bethany Patz Evans 
’02 has earned a fellowship 
with the National Association 
of Corporate Directors. The 
fellowship program is designed 
to keep directors informed of 
leading boardroom practices. 
Bethany is one of 71 NACD 
Governance fellows. She serves 
on the boards of EHS Support, 
an environmental health and 
safety solutions company, and 
the Association for Corporate 
Growth’s Future Corporate 
Leaders.

The Smethport Area School 
District has a new leader. 
David London M’02 became 
superintendent of the McKean 
County district in July after 
16 years as principal of 
Punxsutawney Area High 
School. He also taught math for 
11 years in the Redbank Valley 
School District and, for a time, 
served as baseball head coach.

Director of Database Marketing 
for Borgata Hotel Casino & 
Spa, Simon Poglein ’02 was 
included in Atlantic City 
Weekly’s Top 40 under 40, a 
campaign recognizing young 
executives for their work ethic 
and community service. Simon 
began his career with Borgata 
but left briefly in 2013 to work 
with Isle of Capri Casinos and 
help open Lady Luck Casino 
Nemacolin in Farmington.

Part of family-owned 
Environmental Pest 
Management, Inc., in 
Indiana, Jeff Rice ’02 
recently became certified as 
an associate entomologist by 
the Entomological Society 
of America Certification 
Corporation. The certification 
requires seven years of pest-
management experience, 
successful completion of a test 
on insect pest control, a current 
pesticide applicator license, 
and willingness to adhere to a 
code of ethics. Jeff is a certified 
applicator at Environmental 
Pest Management. His father, 
Jim Rice ’72, ’76, has owned 

After more than 15 years in 
the field, Josh Richey ’00 has 
joined Larson Design Group’s 
Williamsport headquarters 
as director of Environmental 
Health and Safety. Josh is 
involved in the company’s 
safety committee, health and 
safety program, site-specific 
safety plans, field and office 
safety audits, safety training 
and education, and accident/
worker’s compensation 
activities. He is certified 
through the Board of Certified 
Safety Professionals.

2000s
In May, IUP’s Department 
of Student Affairs in Higher 
Education honored Courtney 
Baum M’00 with the 2016 
Ronald Lunardini (’69) 
Distinguished Alumni Award. 
Courtney is director of the 
Career Center at Saint Vincent 
College and an adjunct faculty 
member in the college’s 
Department of Education. 
She has also worked in career 
services at Carnegie Mellon.

the business for 42 years. Learn 
more at www.epestman.com.

In May, Melanie Revers 
Lang ’03, graduated from the 
University of Pennsylvania’s 
School of Veterinary Medicine 
with her veterinarian degree. 
She will complete a one-
year small animal rotating 
internship at Red Bank 
Veterinary Hospital in Tinton 
Falls, New Jersey, and then 
pursue a surgical residency. 
Melanie is an IUP Cook Honors 
College graduate.

For Megan Allshouse 
Pomputius ’05, M’09, a battle 

with ovarian cancer became 
the inspiration for a children’s 
book. Her daughter was a 
toddler when Megan went 
through a grueling surgery and 
six rounds of chemotherapy. 
A fourth-grade teacher at St. 
Bernard School in Indiana, 
Megan said she wrote Still My 
Mommy “to explain that no 
matter how different Mommy 
looks when she goes through 
chemotherapy, she is still the 
same mommy to her children.” 
She hopes the book will help 
other mothers dealing with 
cancer. Still My Mommy has 
been featured in Catholic 
Accent and Conquer Magazine. 
Find more information through 
the publisher, Mascot Books, at 
www.mascotbooks.com.

Every Traveler Meet, an exhibit 
of works by James Rickard ’06, 
an Indiana native and former 
art teacher, was on display in 
February at the Artists Hand 
Gallery in Indiana. The exhibit 
included watercolors, copper 
prints, and photographs from 
his travels in the United States, 
Europe, and the Caribbean.

Last year, Jeanine Geisler 
’07, M’09 joined the faculty of 
the University of Oregon as an 
assistant professor and clinical 
supervisor of graduate students 
in the Department of Speech 
and Language Pathology.

A senior auditor with S&T 
Bank in Indiana, James Hogg 
’07 was elected president of 
the southwestern chapter of 
the Pennsylvania Institute of 
Certified Public Accountants for 
2016-17. 

When Rose Huber ’07 
married Morgan Kelly in 
January at LeMont Restaurant 
in Pittsburgh, many of her 
IUP friends joined in the 
celebration. They included 
Jennifer McAnulty Mecum 
’06, Theresa Belasco 
Calabrese ’06, Cat Belasco 
’07, Amber DeBardelaben 
’07, Jennifer Platts Moreau 

’07, Jillian Orr ’07, Sam 
Sherburne ’07, Robyn 
Schultz Stuart ’07, M’09, 
D. C. Fisher ’08, Ben Hulsey 
’08, Darcee Schmidt ’08, and 
Kelly Andrews ’09. Almost all 
of the alumni, including Rose, 
were students in IUP’s Cook 
Honors College. A group photo 
appears in Alumni Extra.

A professor of English at 
Brigham Young University—
Idaho, Matt Babcock D’09 
recently published his first 
poetry collection, Points of 
Reference. This chapbook, 

released by Folded Word in 
March, explores themes of 
family and the landscape of the 
Rocky Mountain Northwest 
and includes poems that 
earned Matt the Dorothy 
Sargent Rosenberg Award. 
Matt also will publish his first 
collection of fiction, Future 
Perfect, through Queen’s Ferry 
Press in October. He has been 
nominated three times for the 
Pushcart Prize and won first 
prize in Press 53’s fiction contest 
for his novella He Wanted to 
Be a Cartoonist for the “New 
Yorker.”

In February, Kate Athing ’10, women’s lacrosse head coach at 
Marymount University in Arlington, Virginia, welcomed head 
coach Jackie Rutkowski ’07 and her team from Hartwick 
College in Oneonta, New York, for an exhibition tournament. 
The event marked the first time two former IUP lacrosse 
teammates coached against each other in a college game. “I 
was a senior when she was a freshman,” Jackie said of Kate, 
“so it was interesting to see her style and personality come out 
in her players.” In 2013, Jackie returned to IUP as an assistant 
under head coach Mindy Richmond M’14. Jackie is quick 
to credit Mindy, now in her seventh season, for the success 
of the IUP program. “Mindy is so driven and competitive, it’s 
contagious,” she said. “In every drill, every game, she expects 
excellence.” Although no one keeps score in exhibitions, 
Jackie said Kate’s team, which went on to reach the semifinals 
of the Eastern College Athletic Conference’s Mid-Atlantic 
Championships, “blew us out of the water” at the February 
scrimmage. Afterward, the two teams got together for dinner. A 
full-group photo appears on the Alumni Extra website.
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DEATHS
1928: Eleanor Rupert
1929: Sara Hayes Lambert
1932: Allene Thomas Stoyka
1935: Catherine Stringer
1936: Wilmina Belin De Lullo
1941: Esther Caldwell Duncan, 
Amelia Nicksick Mergen
1942: Marian Walls Carlson, 
Dorothy Smith Wilson
1943: Betty Branthoover 
Bossart, Pearl Romanyshyn 
Hucko, Jeannette Barnhart 
Kilpatrick, Ruth McCormick 
McQuiston, Dorothy 
Ellenberger Parker
1944: Frances Longwill 
Johnson, Frances Mack Maedel
1945: Mary Emma Barnhart 
Trainer
1946: Irma Lewis Double, Sara 
Campbell Gehr
1949: David Brodsky, Doris 
Wilkinson Mosch
1950: Walter Leidy, Kathryn 
Beck Walker
1951: Norman Berringer, 
Joseph Calogero, Robert Mollo
1952: Maryann Diana Bianchi, 
Marcia Baumgardner Friedline, 
Richard Kerr, Samuel Thomas
1953: James McKenna Sr., 
Edward Mills, Donna Durst 
Salvadore, Charles Sollinger

1954: Chester Gill, Claramae 
Bauer McClatchy
1955: Donald Bloom, Elizabeth 
Croissant England, Louise 
Alexander Pecsenye
1956: Beverly Walker Beatty, 
Thomas Duffy
1957: Mitchell Farah, Joseph 
Kohler, Carol Burgett Schofield, 
Alan Tremba
1958: Arlene Aiello, Thomas 
Jeffries, Gary Keefer
1959: Richard Domville
1960: Fred Brumbaugh, 
Michael Buriak, Mary Jo 
Cannizzaro, Helen Belock 
Chronoski
1961: Henri Prosperi, Susan 
Post Ramsey
1962: Elizabeth Potter Graham, 
Joyce Rickabaugh Hildebrand, 
Robert Lamendola, Eleanor 
Walter
1963: Ruth Norris Mitchell, 
Carl Payne
1964: Lynne Hartz Allan, 
Susan Fuller Mielnik, Patricia 
McPherson Rehner, Cora 
Ackerly Roesti
1965: Barbara Guthrie, Laura 
McAnulty Kirsch, Jack Lenavitt 
(M), Delores Smay Sobota
1966: Phyllis Cope Popp

1969: Sally Claster Abrams*, 
James Collins (M), Douglas 
Mahler, Gary Weigel (M), 
William Witherow
1970: John Dominic, Christine 
Mrozewski, Elizabeth Quinn, 
Richard Stephen
1971: James Buchleitner
1972: Patricia Shugarts Chnupa, 
Karen McAndrews-Luft
1973: Albert Fulvio, Nancy 
Pepple Morse
1974: Elaine Constantine 
Berrier, Keith Eichensehr, 
George Rogers (M)*, Ronald 
Taylor
1975: Grace Patti Guaetta, 
Raymond Hoover (M), William 
Wagner
1976: Michele Genovese 
Sindoni
1977: Richard Black (M), 
Wilbert Dunlap
1978: Ross Brightwell, Robert 
Kinch Jr., Denise Schneider, 
Jeanne Velde Smitheman, 
Richard Stief
1979: David Kessock, Cynthia 
Nodine Santistevan
1982: Elizabeth Bebout Pettine
1989: Michelle Hall Nelson, 
Vicki Smith (M)
1993: Patricia Packer Glavach, 

Ettamae Keirn (AA), Marcy 
Shaffer Vinciguerra
1995: Gene Bearer (M), Marc 
Crosmun (CA)
1997: Scott Neil
1998: Jason Sappe, Kelly Shaffer
2000: Thomas Arnold Jr. (M)
2003: Harley Hauser (CA), Louis 
Tucker (M)
2007: Ann Ihnat (M)
2010: Seth Budai (M)
2011: Scott Campbell
2014: Christopher Davis

*current or former faculty member, 
staff member, or administrator

Note: In cases in which more than 
one IUP degree was earned, the year 
of only the first degree is indicated. 
Deaths of faculty members are 
reported in the Mentors section of 
this issue. 

Other Death
Florence (Flossie) Haug, 
who served as secretary/
administrative assistant to six 
IUP presidents, from Willis 
Pratt to John Welty, died 
February 20, 2016. She retired 
in 1989 after nearly 25 years of 
service.

Have you noticed this icon at the end of a class note? It means that more information and often photos 
are available on the IUP Magazine website under Alumni Extra, www.iup.edu/magazine/alumniextra.

2010s
When Timothy Brocious ’10 
and Christine Leydig ’10 
were married in June 2014 in 
Ligonier Valley, six IUP alumni 
were part of the wedding party. 
They were Joshua Croyle ’10, 
Gregory Depner ’10, Travis 
Brocious ’14, Tia Hetrick 
’10, Emily Greer ’10, and 
Amanda Shoemaker ’11. 
Chrissey will graduate this 
summer from the Family Nurse 
Practitioner (MSN) program 
at Carlow University. Tim is 
a service center manager at 
XPO Logistics. They live in 
Osterburg.

Associate director of Graduate 
Admissions at Boston 
University’s Questrom School 
of Business, Kyle MacDonald 
M’11 was named the 2016 
recipient of the Dean’s Award 
for Outstanding Contributions 
to the Student Experience.

Last October, Neil Wittmer 
’12 became assistant strength 
and conditioning coach at 
the University of Maryland, 
Baltimore County. The previous 

May, he earned his MS in 
exercise physiology with a 
concentration in strength 
and conditioning from the 
University of Miami and 
interned with the Hurricanes’ 
men’s and women’s basketball 
teams. He holds certifications 
as a strength and conditioning 
specialist, a health and 
fitness instructor, and a US 
Weightlifting Association club-
level coach.

Assistant professor of 
administration of justice at 
Penn State New Kensington, 
Jeff Roth D’13 received SAGE 
Publishing’s Junior Faculty 
Professional Development 
Teaching Award in March 
at the Academy of Criminal 
Justice Sciences meeting 
in Denver. The award 
recognizes promising young 
educators. Jeff also was part 
of a Maryland consulting firm 
that assisted with reviews of 
counterintelligence programs 
in FBI field offices.

In May, Rachel Villareale ’14 
earned a master of music degree 

with a focus on instrumental 
conducting and music 
education from Kansas State 
University. She was a full-time 
graduate assistant with the 
K-State Bands.

Northampton resident Allison 
Braithwaite ’15 left for 
Gambia in May to serve in the 

Peace Corps. For three months, 
she’ll live with a host family 
and be fully immersed in the 
language and culture before 
being assigned to a community 
to live and work for two years. 
Her charge is to improve 
teaching methods and student 
achievement at local schools.

When she was growing 
up in Peters Township, 
Natalie Palamides 
’12 used to watch The 
Powerpuff Girls animated 
television series. Little did 
she know, when Cartoon 
Network launched a reboot 
of the series last spring, 
she would be the voice of 
Buttercup, the Powerpuff 
Girl known for her lime-
green outfit and her 
reputation as the toughest of the pint-sized superheroes. At IUP, 
Natalie was a student in the Cook Honors College and majored 
in theater and communications media. She was a props/
production intern with TBS’s Conan, and since graduation, she 
has performed across the country with companies including Pig 
Iron Theatre in Philadelphia and the Upright Citizens Brigade 
in Los Angeles, serving on the sketch and improvisation teams. 
In 2012, Natalie won a Kennedy Center American College 
Theatre Festival award for projections design in the IUP 
Theater-by-the-Grove production of Lindsey’s Oyster.

REUNIONS
Homecoming is Saturday, October 15. Before the football game 
against Slippery Rock, the Crimson Huddle Alumni and Friends 
Pregame Party will take place at the Kovalchick Convention 
and Athletic Complex. Affinity groups are planning reunions 
now. If your group would like to meet at the pregame party, 
reserve space at www.alumni.iup.edu or by sending e-mail to 
the Office of Alumni Relations at alumni-relations@iup.edu.

Coinciding with Homecoming, the Cook Honors College 
incoming class of 2001 will hold a reunion October 14-16. Class 
members are marking 15 years since their freshman year. Also 
that weekend, the Class of 1986 will hold its 30-year reunion. 
Learn more at www.alumni.iup.edu.

Look for more information about these events at www.alumni.
iup.edu:
 • Black Alumni Reunion Weekend, September 30-October 1
 • Kappa Delta Rho Reunion, October 21   
 • ROTC 100-Year Anniversary Reunion, November 11-12
 • Theta Chi Reunion, November 11
 • IUP Marching Band Reunion, November 11-13, marking  
  95 years

Plan Aims to Connect Alumni

The IUP Alumni Association Board of Directors and the Office of 
Alumni Relations recently finalized a strategic plan that maps 
out how and where the university will connect with alumni in 
the next several years. 

“Most people know that the largest concentration of IUP 
alumni lives in western Pennsylvania, but many would be 
surprised how many cities across the country have an IUP 
presence,” said Mary Morgan, interim director of Alumni 
Relations. “Alumni are busy people, so our plan outlines 
a variety of ways we’ll work to engage our diverse alumni 
populations. Reaching out to alumni in targeted regions will 
be key in providing opportunities for them to network with 
each other. In addition, we hope to work with alumni who can 
provide internships and job opportunities and who can help in 
recruiting more students to IUP.”

The plan also calls for facilitating reunions for affinity groups, 
bringing alumni to campus to connect with current students, 
engaging alumni online, and keeping alumni up to date with 
the latest IUP news. An overview of the plan may be found at 
www.alumni.iup.edu.

Legacy Scholarship for Alumni Children

When you graduated from IUP, you left a legacy. Now, your 
children can benefit from the Legacy Scholarship.

Established by the IUP Alumni Association, the tuition 
scholarship will be awarded beginning in the fall of 2017 
to incoming students who are children or grandchildren of 
alumni and who meet eligibility requirements that include 
participation in leadership activities and a minimum QPA of 
3.0. Selected students will receive a one-time award of $2,500.

“Ten scholarships will be available for the fall of 2017. When 
students enroll at IUP, they become members of a network for 
life. Their status might change from students to alumni upon 
their graduation, but once they choose to attend, they’re part 
of the family. The IUP Alumni Association is so pleased to be 
able to support the journey of new family members in this very 
meaningful way,” said Phil Carrai ’83, past president of the IUP 
Alumni Association Board of Directors.

More information about the scholarship may be found at www.
iup.edu/legacy. 

The IUP Alumni Association offers several benefit 
opportunities, described at www.alumni.iup.edu/benefits. 
Participation in benefits opportunities helps fund a variety 
of programs available for alumni, including the Legacy 
Scholarship.

Alumni Board Changes
In July, the IUP Alumni Association Board of Directors 
named new officers and welcomed a new member for 2016-
17. The new officers are John Ninosky ’93, of Harrisburg, 
president; Tracy Settle ’80, of Bradenton, Florida, vice 
president; Tim Burns ’90, of Eighty Four, treasurer; and 
Becky Pounds ’01, of Bethel Park, secretary. The new board 
member is Kathy Gillis Kinderman ’81, of Pittsburgh, 
program director at the IUP/West Penn Hospital School of 
Respiratory Care. Other board members are Mike Bodolosky 
’72, M’78, Jerome Brown ’97, Mike Higgins ’79, Tonya 
Anthony Hsiung ’00, M’03, Ward Johnson ’80, Jeff 
Krakoff ’86, Florence Mauchant M’85, Michael Moyer 
’04, Ryan Renz ’05, Sean Rollman ’92, and John Simpson 
’79. The alumni association sponsors activities including the 
Distinguished Alumni and Young Alumni Achievement 
awards, admissions recruitment, and reunions and gatherings 
across the country. IUP alumni automatically become 
members upon graduation.



When she sees a need for action, Sue McMurdy ’78 
moves on it. 

Take, for instance, her outlook on women in 
business.

“The statistics are clear. Women are not adequately 
represented in leadership roles. While many 
programs have been instituted—networking, 
mentorships, and leadership development—
they aren’t enough. Lack of promotions and 
raises and the presence of unconscious bias 
still exist. The issue is getting significant 
attention, so it is my optimistic hope that top 
management and boards will be more  
proactive pursuing solutions,” she said. 

GAME  
C H A N G E R

McMurdy, a longtime technology executive and 
CEO who currently is an executive advisor for 
Endeavor Management, blended a desire to create 
change with love of game to establish the Business 
Golf Academy with LPGA professional Missie 
Berteotti.

“Golf is the preferred sport of American business, 
and women who do not play are excluded from very 
important business conversations and relationships 
that happen in and around the game. BGA helps 
our clients develop the confidence and competence 
to engage in that activity and have access,” 
McMurdy said.

A member of the Foundation for IUP Board of 
Directors, McMurdy, whose degree is in applied 
mathematics, also serves on IUP’s College of 
Natural Sciences and Mathematics Advisory Board. 
Through her work with Dean Deanne Snavely 
and other alumni who are influencing how IUP 
approaches STEM education for generations to 
come, McMurdy was inspired to make her first 
substantial philanthropic commitment to IUP— 
to a new science and mathematics facility.

“Dean Snavely has assembled an extraordinary 
group. We are engaged in strategic activities 
that will shape the future of the college. This, 
coupled with President Driscoll’s leadership and 
transformative approach to advancing IUP, is a 
good investment for both my time and financial 
resources,” McMurdy said.

“Supporting the goals of the university 
through private giving is an important 
investment for the future. Those of us 
who are assisting the College of Natural 
Sciences and Mathematics have centered 
our work around the legend ‘IUP changes 
lives through science and math, and IUP 
graduates change the world as educators, 
scientists, and leaders.’ That captures my 
sentiment exactly.”

If you would like to join Sue McMurdy and invest in 
IUP’s future, please contact Evan Bohnen, associate 
vice president for development at IUP, for details 
and options about immediate or estate gifts.  
Send e-mail to iup-giving@iup.edu  
or call 855-477-5266.
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“Let’s talk about it over lunch.” The number of brilliant ideas 
brainstormed, major decisions made, or great plans hatched over 
lunch is surely astounding. The question for faculty members in this 
installment of “Vantage Point”:

Lynn Botelho, History

Queen Elizabeth I

I’m a historian of Tudor history and old 
age and the director of Women’s and 
Gender Studies. My choice of lunch 
partner is easy: Queen Elizabeth 
I. Arguably the most famous of 
the Tudors, she was also easily the 
most important. She established 
the beginning of the British Empire, 
financed dashing men to scour the 
high seas in search of treasure ships, and 
soothed a country torn and bruised over 
religion. But, for my research on aging, I want to know how she 
managed to grow old on the throne, while still being referred to as 
goddess Gloriana. And, the Women’s and Gender Studies director 
wants to know how she knew to play around with gender roles 
when faced with the Spanish Armada. For it was she who said, “I 
know I have the body of a weak, feeble woman, but I have the heart 
and stomach of a king and of a king of England, too.”

Melvin Jenkins, Developmental Studies 

Barack Obama

I have a responsibility to help students 
reach their full potential. Some need 
more help than others, but I often see 
similarities in their struggles. Two of 
the biggest obstacles many face are 
the lack of motivation to complete 
various tasks or the failure to set 
realistic goals. If I had the opportunity 
to dine with anyone to gain insight 

into helping my students, it would be Barack Obama. I would select 
him not for his political prowess, nor for his keen intellect, though 
I find both captivating. Rather, I would like him to explain how he 
remained motivated in the midst of overwhelming opposition, as 
well as how he was able to keep his “eyes on the prize” against all 
odds. I suppose any past president could provide significant insight 
into my queries, but I think it’s safe to say that Mr. Obama could offer 
perspective like no other. Our students could learn much from this 
man.

Carl Luciano, Biology

Jonas Salk 

I would want to talk with someone 
who made a difference—a real game 
changer—from a pretty recent era, 
so that we would share a common 
frame of reference. I would want the 
lunch companion to be someone 
with a broad outlook, not just a 
narrow point of view. So, I’d choose 
to have lunch with Dr. Jonas Salk, the 
virologist who led the development of the 
first successful polio vaccine at the University 
of Pittsburgh in the 1950s. This was truly a heroic episode in the 
history of modern medicine and public health. The Salk vaccine 
ended the annual terror known as “polio hysteria” and began the so-
called “Age of Optimism” for the control of infectious disease. Dr. Salk 
was also well known as a humanist who actively searched for ways 
to bring different people together. I’d like to get Dr. Salk’s perspective 
on the historical, scientific, and social aspect of his vaccine. I would 
also like to hear his thoughts about current efforts to eradicate polio 
worldwide.

Susan Palmisano, Art

Her True, Most Creative Self

Creativity springs from a place deep 
inside one’s self that is free from the 
limits of rational thought and the 
barriers of our constructed personal 
narratives. To cultivate creativity, 
we need to unlock the shackles that 
restrict our internal voice and allow 
the experiences of life to harmonize 
and flow through us, unfettered by 
excuses, fear, doubt, or preconceptions. 
An artist is often like Dorothy, who sets upon a 
great adventure to find her authentic self in Oz but instead uncovers 
somewhere along that yellow brick road a creative power already 
inherent within. So, rather than choosing to have lunch with the 
man behind the curtain, I tap my ruby slippers with hope of joining 
my true self at the table.

VANTAGE POINT

If you could have lunch with 
one person, past or present, 
to gain valuable insight into 
one of your areas of scholarly 
interest, who would it be and 
why?   
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

STAY CONNECTED TO IUP WITH FACEBOOK, 
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Over the summer, IUP carpenters 
replaced the timeworn stairs 
outside Sutton Hall’s East Porch.
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HOMECOMING IS OCTOBER 15.
Full details: www.iup.edu/homecoming


