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Theater Training Helps Students Prepare 
for World Stage

Around the World with Nellie Bly

Sam Furgiuele: Willis Pratt’s Man for the Job
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On the Treetops
From the roof of Weyandt Hall, university 
photographer Keith Boyer captured this bird’s-eye 
view of the Oak Grove’s north side, bordered by 
Oakland Avenue on the right.
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ROUND AND ROUND
Originally designed 
as a pit for a Foucault 
pendulum—a device that 
demonstrates the Earth’s 
rotation—this structure in 
Weyandt Hall now bears 
the mark of the Geoscience 
Department.
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Cinderella U.

That’s how Sam Furgiuele described IUP while pitching 
a story to the Pittsburgh Press back in 1966—Cinderella, 
defined as one suddenly lifted from obscurity to a position of 
significance. The reference, of course, pointed to Indiana State 
College’s taking control of its destiny and attaining university 
status. That status was made possible not suddenly, but by a 
series of changes that took place over two decades. Beginning 
in the late 1940s, the tight-knit IUP community capitalized on 
faculty strengths and broadened the curriculum from teacher 
training to a full spectrum of academic majors. 

Those were challenging times, with Willis Pratt at the helm, 
backed by a strong faculty and staff—good men and women 
committed to ensuring that the young people who would go 
on to play prominent roles in the next few decades were well 
prepared and ready to go. 

Those were great times, too.

In this edition, you have the opportunity to read more about 
Sam Furgiuele, a long-retired faculty member and director 
of public relations. What’s more, Randy Jesick, a much-loved 
professor in our Journalism and Public Relations Department 
who has been around IUP since 1969, wrote the story. It 
doesn’t directly say so, but you will infer that IUP, indeed, 
experienced a golden age. 

As I think about our learning community’s direction, I am 
compelled to take a look at IUP’s long, rich history. It is, after 
all, difficult to know where you are going if you don’t know 
whence you came—and it’s easy to see how we arrived at this 
auspicious time right now in university history.

You see, IUP is never solely about the present and what we 
are doing today. For you, the alumnus or alumna reading this, 
IUP is a snapshot of your time as a student. When we put all 
those snapshots together, we have something like a stop-
motion animation or its predecessor, the flip book. We all are 
part of the same storyline.

I take none of it for granted and am quite excited for all the 
future holds. While we are ready to do the work and take 
the risks to add to the storyline, I thank and give a nod of 
respect to those who came before me. They can be proud that 
Cinderella U is on the cusp of its next golden age. 

Michael A. Driscoll
President

A Golden Age, 
Revisited 

MESSAGE FROM THE

PRESIDENT
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The Department of Theater 
and Dance is helping students 
from a variety of majors learn 
the communication skills their 
future careers demand.

Faculty members weigh in 
on how Americans can come 
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political differences.
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COVER: Nursing major Kelly Evangelista consoled Sydnee Elder, who was portraying a family 
member of a dying patient (Alexis Reisinger), as part of a simulation designed to help students 
communicate empathetically. Photograph by Keith Boyer

LEFT: A recent mass shooting simulation gave nursing students practice in handling emergencies. 
Photograph by Keith Boyer

DO TOUCH
For many students, rubbing the cool head of the 
marble sea elephant in Stapleton Library is a 
finals-week tradition, according to Interlibrary 
Loan employee Bobbie Zapor ’08. It’s a fitting 
tribute for a sculpture that in the early ’70s came 
to IUP as part of an Animals in Marble exhibit, 
the pieces of which Manchester, Vermont, artist 
Jane Armstrong encouraged viewers to touch. 
The sculpture remained at the university through 
an anonymous gift.
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After IUP’s football game against Bloomsburg in 
November, Marching Band alumni joined the current 
band on the field for its traditional performance of 
“Amazing Grace.” The performance was part of a 
celebration of the Marching Band’s 95th anniversary. 
See a video on the IUP Magazine website.

Joe McDonald ’74, M’76 and his wife, Mary Ann, 
recently made their 100th trek to see mountain 
gorillas in Rwanda. A story appears on page 25, and a 
gallery of their wildlife photography appears on the 
IUP Magazine website.

IUP Magazine

IUP Magazine

IUP Magazine

iup-magazine@iup.edu
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FRONTDOOR FACTS, FIGURES, SHORT SUBJECTS, QUICK TAKES

Band and            
Brigade
“All students interested in the 
organization of a band, meet in 
the Conservatory this afternoon.” 
According to Indiana State Normal 
School’s 1922 Instano yearbook, that 
announcement the previous fall led to 
the formation of the school’s 60-piece 
band. Last November, 95 years later, 
IUP welcomed 360 Marching Band 
alumni back to campus to celebrate 
the milestone anniversary and to join 
current band members on the field for 
a game-day performance. The same 
weekend, about 60 alumni of the Army 
Reserve Officers’ Training Corps at IUP 
returned to mark ROTC’s 100 years 
nationwide and 66 years at IUP. Those 
events were part of a busy fall that also 
included Kappa Delta Rho, Theta Chi, 
Black Alumni, and Cook Honors College 
reunions and other alumni events 
across the region.

Tubists, from left, Marc Strunk, Brian Hopkins ’07, and Justin Patterson ’09 hit the low 
notes in high spirits during a Friday rehearsal in Fisher Auditorium.

Debi Luker ’98 hugged percussionist 
Brandon Aguirre after IUP’s November 
game against Bloomsburg.

Angela Russo Petschow ’01 and Mike 
Beck on snare drum during practice in 
the R&P parking lot
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Major General Leslie Miller Purser ’80 talked with cadets Chloe Cook, a nursing major, 
and Edgar Ceballos, a biology major in the Cook Honors College, during the ROTC 
anniversary dinner.

Brigadier General Robin Swan ’78 
was keynote speaker during a dinner 
celebrating the 100-year anniversary of 
ROTC. The dinner was at the Kovalchick 
Complex on Veterans Day.

Sharon Gass Pilker ’79, retired lieutenant colonel, took part in a “Meet the 
IUP Cadets” event in Pierce Hall as part of an ROTC reunion in November.

Jerry Black ’81, M’84 on tenor drums during 
an on-field practice

More than 1,300 people shared a video from the IUP Facebook page of the band’s 
postgame performance of “Amazing Grace.” According to comments, the performance 
brought goosebumps, chills, and tears. Steve Kraus ’87, on saxophone, was among the 
moved. The video appears on the IUP Magazine website.

After the Marching Band’s halftime performance, 
Lisa Fetsko ’91 greeted her former high school band 
director, Michael Bodolosky ’72, M’78.
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LETTERS
For the Record
I was able to find my 1980 Oak yearbook in 
my garage, and it answers the question you 
posed in IUP Magazine.

On page 64 of the Oak, there is a photo of the 
1979 Homecoming “queen,” and his name 
is Tim Carroll. I had his first name right, 
which is pretty good after 37 years! He is 
also pictured on page 156 of the yearbook 
as a member of the executive staff of the 
Penn. I knew Tim, and he was a nice guy. 
The Oak also references the following about 
Tim as Homecoming queen: “Although Tim 
Leventry was IUP’s first male Homecoming 
royalty in the early 1970s, Carroll was the 
first male to ride the queen’s float.” Tim 
Leventry is my older brother and also 
worked at the Penn as the chief artist and 
cartoonist.

Jeffrey Leventry ’80
Yardley, PA

Traditions Upended
A classic Homecoming in 1979! The IUP 
student body votes its choice, and a guy 
running for Homecoming queen wins.

Tim Carroll is crowned at the game, with 
two Main Campus beauties shown to his 
left and right.  Also shown is a young lady 
from Kittanning Campus, far right.

The scene at the traditional Homecoming 
parade was a memory. As the floats rolled 
down Fraternity Row, South Seventh Street, 
with the HC court perched on top, our 
Homecoming queen was egged.

I give Tim C credit for his groundbreaking 
appearance and bravery. Patti Mehall of 
Sigma Kappa, left in photo, his runner-
up, stood by and showed grace as our 
Homecoming traditions were upended.

It was late ’70s anti-establishment clashing 
with campus traditions. We viewed the 
parades from the Phi Sigma Kappa front 
porch, 228 South Seventh Street. 

Patti Kengersky Marchiori ’80 
and Gary Marchiori ’80

Buffalo, NY

‘Quite an Outcry’
I am writing in regard to the photo titled 
“Homecoming Past” on page 18 of the 

fall-winter edition of IUP Magazine. The 
photo is of the 1979 Homecoming court. 
The “queen” was my good friend and fellow 
journalism major Tim Carroll. There was 
quite an outcry over his candidacy and 
election, and things got so out of hand, with 
people protesting and threatening him, 
that Tim went “undercover” for a few days, 
staying at the Newman Center rectory with 
our mutual friend, Father Bill Rathgeb.

Tim later went on to be elected president 
of the Pennsylvania Newman Province. 
I graduated from IUP in May 1980, 
entered the seminary at the Pontifical 
College Josephinum in Columbus, Ohio, 
in September, and was ordained a Roman 
Catholic priest of the Diocese of Altoona-
Johnstown in 1984. For the past 30 years, 
I have served as editor of our diocesan 
newspaper, the Catholic Register. I also 
serve as pastor of Saint Mary Parish in 
Altoona. 

The last I heard of Tim, he was working for 
the Wall Street Journal. Father Rathgeb is 
now Monsignor Rathgeb and is chaplain 
to the Sisters of Charity at Seton Hill in 
Greensburg and judicial vicar for the 
Diocese of Greensburg.

Monsignor Tim Stein ’80
Altoona

Ending on a High Note
Thank you for allowing me to add more 
context to the “Drums of Steel” story in the 
Fall-Winter 2016 edition of the magazine.

IUP’s Marching Band and the Music 
Department always had a strong tradition 
of talented members going on to do other 
exciting things in marching activities. 

Many, like myself, performed in very 
successful Drum Corps International or 
Winter Guard International groups. Several 
IUP alumni also became prominent 
teachers, designers, composers, and 
competition judges. But for those of us who 
still had the urge to perform, opportunities 
were limited, especially since there are age 
limits for DCI and WGI membership.

When Vince [Wallace] and I cofounded the 
Pittsburgh Steeline in 2012, we both shared 
the same passion for drumline performance, 
and of course, the Pittsburgh Steelers. 
Having known several friends who were 
also forming pro-sports drumlines across 
the country, including some IUP alumni, 
we had a unique opportunity to collaborate 
and learn from their experiences. Now, 
as a result of our success, people near the 
Pittsburgh region have an outlet to perform 
again.

As the creative director, it was my 
responsibility to define the essence of the 
Steelers Nation in terms of visual elements 
and drumline sounds. Visually, I wanted 
to convey the look of the working class that 
made Pittsburgh unbreakable. Musically, 
I wanted to communicate intensity and 
excitement with discipline and quality. 
If the crowd went wild, the performers 
were challenged, and the drumline 
community was impressed, then I knew the 
composition was just right.

Watching the members turn my music 
and vision into amazing pageantry was an 
honor. Together, we forged history backed 
by many good people who dedicated their 
free time, for very little in return, to build 
the Steeline brand. When I resigned in the 
fourth season, I was very sad to leave, but 
I am proud to have ended my 25 years in 
the marching activity on a high note and a 
Steelers touchdown.

Members missing from the IUP alumni list 
of past performers include Cody Sasser [’15], 
Jared Kortz, Jim Settelmaier, Matt Galper, 
and myself. Notably, several other alumni, 
including graphic designer Trevor Calabro 
[’04], contributed greatly to the success of the 
group.

Dustin Lowes
Coraopolis, PA

Editor’s Note: Archivist Harrison 
Wick received many responses 
identifying the 1979 Homecoming 
court, Patti Mehall Shipley ’81, Tim 
Carroll ’82, and Cydney Shields ’81, and 
the Kittanning Campus’s Homecoming 
queen, Lisa Tamburro Fescemyer ’83. 
Others who responded included Ray 
Askey ’80, Susan Clarke-Johnson ’80, 
Terry Dunlap ’81, Mary Benson Solberg 
’81, Jim Pish ’82, Daniel Holmes ’83, 
Carl Bloom ’84, and professor emeritus 
David Truby. 
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Editor’s Note: Past members of the 
Steeline listed in the magazine’s online 
edition were Mark Surovchak ’02, 
Scott Kemerer ’05, Domenic Sorace 
’06, Christopher (CJ) Lyons ’09, M’16, 
Elizabeth Mahovsky ’10, and Pat 
McAlister.

‘Whole New World’
It was the fall of 1950 when a young 
woman from the small town of Ebensburg 
stood at the doors of John Sutton Hall. To 
me, it resembled a giant tower waiting to 
“eat me alive.”

Being a freshman, I was escorted to the 
fourth floor corner room to live with a 
person unknown to me and later on with 

two others who lived next door. We became 
great friends!

At an orientation, rules were laid down as 
to study time, free time, lights out, and the 
punishment if not obeyed. After making 
it through all of this, I was escorted to 
the Music Department (my chosen field) 
and could not believe my eyes. I was in 
a space above the cafeteria containing 
classrooms, practice rooms, and very little 
room to move. Believe it or not, I spent my 
four years there and learned to enjoy the 
teachers, fellow students, and events of 
Music.

After graduation, I began my career at a 
small Smith High School, in Hopewell 
Township, where when anything needed to 
be done, I was it. It was a wonderful time. 
From high school perfection, I graduated to 

the elementary scene. What an experience 
to see the children enjoy the thrill of 
singing, dancing, and playing instruments. 
Encompassing all aspects of teaching, music 
became “great!”

Still today, after many, many years, they 
come up and say, “Remember me?” “Weren’t 
the operettas great?” “How about that square 
dancing?” or “Remember these songs we 
sang for Christmas” or other special days?

Yes, I can say that ISTC opened a whole 
new world for me that was to bring much 
happiness and joy to those I was privileged 
to teach. 

Blodwen Burr Replogle ’54
Hopewell, PA

Milestone 
Generosity

An anonymous gift of $25,000 in support of 
the men’s basketball team

An anonymous gift of $36,000 in support of 
the Computer Science Department

$36,000 from the Beaumont Foundation 
in support of the C. Edward Keller ’74 
Scholarship for criminology students

$67,910 from Tim Cejka ’73 and Deb 
Phillips Cejka ’73 in support of IUP’s new 
STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering, 
and Math) Academy for high school 
students

$30,000 from Peter and Joan Eilbott, in 
honor of Elizabeth Ricketts Marcus and 
the late Irwin Marcus, for enhancing the 
student experience

$25,000 from William Grant ’75 to 
establish the William J. Grant Family 
Football Scholarship

$500,000 from the IUP Alumni 
Association in support of the IUP Alumni 
Legacy Scholarship

$25,000 from the Dan Markey ’77 and 
Linda Markey Family Foundation 
in support of the new science and 
mathematics building

$243,300 from the estate of Dorothy Brown 
Ruoff ’50 in support of scholarships

$75,000 from the Leonard and Mary Jane 
Schafer Foundation in support of the 
Lively Arts

$25,000 from Eugene Schmidt ’64 to 
establish the Gene Schmidt and Norma 
Altemus Scholarship for Men’s Basketball

$25,000 from John and Sharon Sink to 
establish the Wayne Tinstman Sink ’69 
“Shorty” Scholarship for Business

$25,000 from Terry Yosie ’74 in support of 
the History Department

$50,000 from the Carl and Wanda 
Weyandt Foundation in support of the 
new science and mathematics building

IUP received the following gifts and 
pledges of $25,000 or more, made to the 
Foundation for IUP. The university 
community thanks all who invest in 
IUP and its students.

WWW.IUP.EDU/MAGAZINE
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By Sam Kusic

Theater Training 
Helps Students 
Prepare for World 
Stage 

T his exercise was for all the marbles, 
the culmination of a semester’s 
worth of study. But senior Kelly 
Evangelista was prepared and 

practiced. And she had a plan. 

Get straight to the point. Be professional, but 
be empathetic. Show some warmth.

“I have this,” she thought.

With her professor watching through a 
one-way window, Evangelista opened the 
door and stepped inside a lab that looked 
like a hospital room. On the bed lay a young 
woman portraying an old woman whose 
health was failing. With her was a young 
man who didn’t know she was likely facing 
the end.

It was up to Evangelista to tell him.

Paul, a 20-something grandson, was 
the only family member with whom 
the patient was close. The nursing brief 
told Evangelista he’d been visiting his 
grandmother weekly.  

After Evangelista greeted them, her anxiety 
set in, and the plan to which she had been 
clinging vaporized. But she had to keep 
going.

She invited the young man to sit. “So, the 
last I saw your grandmother, she was 
doing really well,” she said. “However, in 
the last couple of days, her condition has 
deteriorated a little bit. So, we discussed this 
with her and the doctor, and we haven’t 
been able to get a whole review, but it looks 
like she has opted for hospice care.”

“What’s hospice?” he asked.

“Well, whenever a patient decides to go 
with hospice, that means that they are 
deciding to refuse any lifesaving measures 
and are going for comfort—comfort care,” 
she explained.

“Oh, so she’s getting better because you’re 
not doing treatment anymore? Right?” he 
asked.

“Well, typically with hospice, it’s whenever 
a patient has six months or less to live,” she 
said. 
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Role of a 
Lifetime

Above: In this simulation for the 
Performance of Caring class, food and 
nutrition major Jasmin Sonnet, right, 
had to ask a colleague, portrayed by 
Hannah Brennan, to cover a weekend 
shift for her. Brennan is a criminology 
major and theater minor.
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Paul’s eyes widened in disbelief. “Six 
months,” he said, his head dropping.

Evangelista looked him in the eye. “I’m 
sure this is very, very hard for you,” she said 
calmly and with concern. “Is there anything 
I can do for you?”

She answered more of his questions about 
hospice. Then he asked for some time alone 
with his grandmother. She explained how 
to reach her if they needed her.

And that was it. Done in under two-and-a-
half minutes. But a lesson for a lifetime. She 
walked out of the room and sighed. Deeply.

“Oh my God, I thought I was going to cry!” 
she told her professor, Rachel DeSoto-
Jackson.

“And you might cry. And that’s okay,” 
DeSoto-Jackson said. “It’s all right to be in 
that environment.”  

Really, that was the whole point. To put her 
in that room at that moment, so she, so her 
classmates, can understand what it’s like to 
tell someone that a loved one is probably 
going to die. Or perhaps has died. Or any 
other myriad unpleasant things that could 
arise in a hospital. 

For any medical practitioner, these are 
never easy conversations to have. They’re 
all the more difficult for practitioners 
who have no experience with them. IUP, 
however, wants to change that. 

To that end, the university is looking to 
refine—and expand—a fledgling course 
originally designed to teach nursing 

students communication skills through 
simulated workday encounters.  

Called the Performance of Caring, the class 
combines traditional classroom work with 
simulations staged by student actors 

portraying patients, family members, and 
coworkers. Started three years ago by former 
faculty member April Daras, the class has 
been surging in popularity as word spreads 
among students who find it well worth the 
effort. 

“The response has been phenomenal,” said 
DeSoto-Jackson, an assistant professor of 
applied theater, who teaches the course. 
“Every single evaluation I received at 
the end of the semester spoke to the 

“By having feedback 
provided, I learned 
so much about my 
natural mannerisms, 
such as how I tend 
to fidget when I’m 
in an uncomfortable 
situation.”

difference the course had made in the 
students’ practice. To varying degrees and 
with varying results, it changed them as 
practitioners.” 

The class’s overall goal is to teach students 
to communicate empathetically. The 
techniques they’re taught are derived from 
the theater arts, which is why the class 
technically is part of the theater curriculum, 
even though it is for students in other 
majors.  

In the class, students learn about 
concepts that are part of any basic acting 
curriculum—essentially, how to put 
yourself in someone else’s shoes, how to see 
the world from that perspective, and how 
to have some sense of what that person is 
feeling. 

For Evangelista, it has been an invaluable 
experience. 

“By having feedback provided, I learned 
so much about my natural mannerisms, 
such as how I tend to fidget when I’m in an 
uncomfortable situation,” she said. 

Recalling her final exercise, she said if she 
had encountered that situation in real life 
without having taken the class first, she 
would have awkwardly stumbled through 
it. But reviewing concepts such as warmth 
and empathy showed her that simply being 
there for patients and their families is just 
good care.

“It made me much more comfortable in a 
potential end-of-life situation as well as 
gave me the skills to approach situations 
such as this,” she said.
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After a home-care simulation, faculty 
member Rachel DeSoto-Jackson led a 
discussion about what went well and what 
could be improved. From left: Cheyenne 
Olexa, Kayla Maxwell, DeSoto-Jackson, Joe 
Sample, Basil Ferguson, and Ali Walker.
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Brian Jones, chair of 
the Theater and Dance 
Department, said these 
sorts of skills are essential, 
especially nowadays.

“In the field, there is an awful lot of reliance 
on technology and systems and protocols,” 
he said. “One of the things in the health care 
industry that we’re understanding is the 
need for providers to maximize time with 
patients. Yet at the same time, their training 
is pulling them away from that.”

Performance of Caring is one aspect of a 
broader initiative that eventually could 
make IUP the regional go-to place to learn 
the skills these sorts of situations demand. 
At the same time, it could uniquely 
enhance IUP’s programs in nursing, allied 
health, and a number of others, such as 
criminology and business.

DeSoto-Jackson is spearheading the 
initiative. In fact, the faculty position she 
took last fall was created specifically for that 
purpose. 

The initiative centers on the discipline 
of applied theater, the application of 
theatrical skills and concepts to things other 
than traditional theater. Aside from the 
Performance of Caring class, nursing faculty 
members Riah Hoffman M’06, D’12 and 
Shannon Dusack M’09 recently organized a 
mass shooting simulation to provide lessons 
to their students about thinking on their 
feet. Theater students played the wounded, 
and makeup artists even affixed simulated 
bullet wounds to the patients.

The applications for these sorts of 
simulations stretch well beyond nursing. 
They could, for instance, help teach business 
students how to negotiate a deal or show 
criminology students effective ways to de-
escalate a situation.

Already, that expansion has begun. This 
spring, for the first time, Performance of 
Caring was open to students from any 
major. So, alongside the nursing and allied 
health students are food and nutrition, 
hospitality management, psychology, and 
criminology majors. To keep up with the 
changes, the theater department is adapting 
a room in Waller Hall to support a broader 
range of simulations.

As far as nursing goes, the use of actors 
and simulations in medical education 
isn’t novel. In fact, medical institutions 

commonly use simulations as an evaluative 
tool. IUP, however, is a pioneer in using 
applied theater simulations as a way to 
teach empathy and embodiment.

Nursing faculty member Roseanne 
Anderson has been working with 
DeSoto-Jackson and her student actors to 
incorporate home-care simulations into her 
Community Public Health Clinical class. 
She said she often hears from her students, 
“Wow—what a difference from talking to a 
mannequin.”

There are many technical aspects to nursing, 
Anderson said, “but really, what it’s about 
is the compassion and caring that nurses 
provide to make patients feel comfortable 
and cared for and to help them through 
difficult situations.” It’s exactly the kind of 
practice the simulations provide.

For theater students interested in this 
type of acting, DeSoto-Jackson directs a 
specialized group called the Simulated 
Patient/Applied Theater Ensemble. It 
coaches students and supplies talent 
for Performance of Caring and other 
simulations. 

Among the ensemble’s members is Alexis 
Reisinger, a senior musical theater major 
who joined this year. 

“I love learning about new ways that 
theater can be used in different situations,” 

she said. “I feel like I’ve seen theater used in 
a much broader context than ever before.”

Through ensemble work in nursing 
simulations, Reisinger has portrayed a 
cancer patient, a caregiver to a cancer 
patient, a distressed colleague, a teen 
recovering from surgery, a gunshot victim, 
a victim suffering from post-traumatic stress 
disorder, and a family member of a gunshot 
victim. In and of themselves, the roles 
would have been challenging enough. But 
Reisinger said the difficulty is amplified by 
the fact that her stage partners, the nursing 
students, have no script to follow. 

“Usually you prepare a character and do 
all of this research and then get up on 
stage with other actors who have done 
their research and built a character, and 
you recreate an exchange between these 
characters. In SPATE, the other person in 
the room with me is just trying to do a job, 
which is really neat. You have no idea what 
is going to happen when you walk into that 
room,” she said. 

“Sometimes it’s really uplifting. Sometimes 
it’s awkward. Sometimes the other people 
don’t know what to do and let their 
nervousness get the best of them, or they 
don’t quite take it seriously. It creates a sort 
of platform where absolutely anything can 
happen, and I need to be on my toes all the 
time. It’s a lot like improv, really—there’s 
only so much preparation you can do.” m
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During a mass shooting simulation in March, nursing students Danielle Gasperi and Cory 
Haag helped one of the victims, portrayed by Basil Ferguson, into a wheelchair. Graduate 
assistant Audrey Botsford ’14 is at right.
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ACHIEVEMENTS

Young Alumni 
Honored 
In November, IUP awarded 
six graduates of the last 15 
years the Young Alumni 
Achievement Award. The 
IUP Ambassadors, a student 
group that supports the Office 
of Alumni Relations, sponsors 
this annual awards program. 
Recipients each represent a 
different academic college:

College of Fine Arts: Phillip 
Chavira ’06, Broadway 
producer, Davelle, LLC

College of Natural Sciences and 
Mathematics: Robert Kervin 
’02, executive vice president, 
geologist, and cofounder, Rusk 
Energy Corporation

Eberly College of Business 
and Information Technology: 
Kimberley Miller ’02, tax 
manager, Sisterson & Co., LLP

College of Health and Human 
Services: Karen Marr Sudders 
’05, M’07, clinical culinary 
and nutrition manager, Cancer 
Treatment Centers of America

College of Humanities and 
Social Sciences (also Cook 
Honors College): Jennifer 
Swartz ’07, senior associate, 
Private Markets, Wilshire 
Associates, Inc.

College of Education and 
Educational Technology: 
Jonneé Tonsel ’09, project 
manager, Brand Creative, 
Comedy Central

Find more information about 
each recipient at www.alumni.
iup.edu.

New Trustee
Nathan Spade ’01, of 
Mechanicsburg, was appointed 
to the IUP Council of Trustees 
in December. His term will 
extend through December 2022. 
Spade is Governor Tom Wolf’s 
deputy secretary of legislative 
affairs.

Leadership Role  
Dean of IUP’s College of Fine 
Arts, Michael Hood was 
elected to a two-year term 
as president of the National 
Theatre Conference, a 92-year-

old support and advocacy 
group for the American theater 
community. Membership is 
limited to 150 of the field’s most 
influential leaders. Hood was 
part of the group’s 2002 class of 
inductees.

Teacher Educator 
of the Year 
The Pennsylvania Association 
of College and Teacher 
Educators selected Sue 
Corbin Rieg ’81, M’82 as 
the 2016 Teacher Educator 
of the Year. A member of 
the IUP faculty since 2001, 
she is dean’s associate for 
educator preparation, director 
of Professional Development 
School Partnerships, and a 
professor of education.

William Penn 
Fellow 
Elizabeth Shotwell, of 
Mifflinville, a student in IUP’s 
Curriculum and Instruction 
doctoral program, was one of 10 
people selected from more than 
250 applicants for the inaugural 
class of William Penn Fellows. 

Started by Governor Tom Wolf, 
the fellowship program aims 
to improve the effectiveness 
of state government. A social 
studies teacher with a cyber-
charter school, Shotwell will 
spend the two-year fellowship 
focusing on charter school 
public policy.

Top Arena 
Hero College Sports News 
ranked IUP’s Kovalchick 
Convention and Athletic 
Complex among the top NCAA 
Division II basketball arenas in 
the country. Open since 2011, 
the Kovalchick Complex was 
third, behind the University 
of Alaska-Anchorage’s Alaska 
Airlines Center and Drury 
University’s O’Reilly Family 
Events Center in Missouri.

National 
Recognitions 
• For the 13th year, IUP’s 
 Eberly College of Business 
 and Information 
 Technology made the 
 Princeton Review’s annual 
 ranking of best business 
 schools. The 2017 guidebook 
 and list feature 294 schools.

• For the third year, U.S. News 
 & World Report has ranked 
 IUP’s online Master of 
 Arts in Criminology 
 program among the top 10 
 online graduate criminal 
 justice programs in the 
 nation.

• For the sixth year, publisher 
 Victory Media has selected 
 IUP for its list of Military 
 Friendly Schools.

With IUP President Michael Driscoll, standing at left, are the 2016 
Young Alumni Achievement Award recipients. Front row, from 
left: Karen Marr Sudders, Jonneé Tonsel, and Kimberley Miller. 
Standing: Phillip Chavira, Robert Kervin, and Jennifer Swartz.

While on campus, Jonneé 
Tonsel answered questions 
from students about her work 
at Comedy Central. 
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The Man 
for the Job

By Randy Jesick

Campus Memories Go Back 
70 Years for Retired Professor 

and PR Director

An old friend once 
asked if I’d ever 
tried to identify the 
10 most important 

people in my life.

I hadn’t, but then I challenged 
my memory. At the top of the 
list is my wife, Ann. This select 
group also includes teachers, 
professors, friends, advisors, 
colleagues, and supervisors.  
Especially one boss. Especially a 
longtime and long-retired IUP 
public relations director and 
English professor emeritus.

Especially Samuel Francis 
Furgiuele, who will reach 100 
years of age November 18.

Sam hired me as assistant PR 
director in June 1969. With that, 
he started my IUP career and 
dramatically changed my life 
and the lives of my wife and 
four children and enriched me 
with the opportunity to work 
with more than 2,000 students. 
He has been my colleague, my 
friend, my mentor in PR, and 
a fertile source of institutional 
memory.

Sam’s institutional memory 
goes back to 1947. That’s when, 
at age 29, he started as a student 
at Indiana State Teachers 
College after serving as an 
Army officer for nearly four 
years during World War II.

Born near Marion Center, Sam 
was about six when his family 
moved to Beaver Falls. His 
parents, Matilda and Gaetano 
Furgiuele, had immigrated from 
Amantea, Italy, a decade earlier.

“After I graduated from Beaver 
Falls High School in 1936, I 
came to Indiana County to 
work in the mines and live with 
one of my brothers in the town 
of Mentcle,” said Sam, who 
stayed more than five years in 
the mines.

Then, on March 17, 1942, 
three months after the United 
States entered World War 
II, Sam was drafted. After 
completing Officer Candidate 
School and several other 

Sam Furgiuele in his Indiana home. 
Behind him is a painting by the late Bob 

Cronauer ’37, professor emeritus of art.
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advanced training programs, 
Second Lieutenant Furgiuele, 
of the US Army’s 18th Field 
Artillery, found himself at 
Camp Gordon, Georgia, for 20 
months, readying for overseas 
deployment.

His time at Camp Gordon 
changed his life.

“A fellow officer told me his 
wife had a sister. He suggested 
that I ask her for a date,” Sam 
recalled.

Sam, a Catholic, an Italian, 
and worst of all, a Yankee, 
met, dated, and swept off her 
feet Sarah Stewart, of Claxton, 
Georgia, in November 1943. 
Three months later, they were 
married. By December 1944, he 
was crossing the Atlantic on the 
British ship Aquitania, training 
in Scotland and Liverpool, 
England, and preparing to 
cross the English Channel to 
the European continent. For 
the next five months, he saw 
combat as a forward artillery 
observer. He was awarded the 
Air Medal for his more than 
30 sorties in the role of aerial 
observer as US troops worked 
their way through France and 
Belgium and into Germany.
 
“On May 8, 1945, a beautiful, 
sunny day, I was in a little 
German town writing Sarah a 
letter when word came down 
that the war in Europe had 
officially ended,” Sam said. 
“What we had thought for so 
long to be a conflict with no 
end had, in fact, ended.”

He was en route to 
redeployment in the Pacific 
Theater when President Harry 
Truman ordered the dropping 
of atomic bombs on Japan. Sam 
transitioned back into civilian 
life in February 1946.

“I was determined not to go 
back to the mines,” he said. 
“I was determined, finally—
nearly 11 years after high 
school—to follow my mother’s 
advice: ‘You need to go to 
college.’”
    

He and Sarah were living in 
Alverda, and he was working 
with an older brother in a 
restaurant in Windber. But just 
down the road in the other 
direction was Indiana State 
Teachers College. By January 
1947, armed with the GI Bill 
and responsible for supporting 
his wife and a baby (daughter 
Diana) who was scheduled 
to arrive in February, Sam 
started his college education. 
His association with the school 
would endure and flourish for 
the next 31 years.

“I met with Dr. Joy Mahachek, 
then the director of secondary 
education, who asked me what 
major I wanted to study. The 
last field would have been 
English,” he said.

“She said, ‘I figured you for 
English, but it’s difficult to 
be accepted into the English 
Department.’

“Then, I want that challenge,” 
he said.

Sam met that first of his many 
challenges at ISTC, which in 
those postwar years had fewer 
than 1,600 students and about 
100 professors. He met it so well 
that he graduated in two and a 
half years, in August 1949, with 
his teaching degree in English.

Sam remembers vividly 
the quality of those English 
professors, especially Rhodes 
Stabley, for whom an IUP 
library is named.

“Dr. Stabley was a first-class 
professor,” Sam recalled. “He 
was sharp, and he was an 
excellent teacher.”

When Sam first studied in 
Stabley’s classroom, Joseph 
Uhler was college president. 
Sam was still an undergraduate 
when the college hired a new 
president, a man likely near 
the top of Sam’s list of the most 
important people in his life. 
That man, Willis Pratt, became 
president in 1948 and held the 
office for the next 20 years.

After student teaching in 
Indiana schools, Sam taught 
English and geography to 
Indiana seventh- and ninth-
graders for seven years. He and 
Sarah added a son, Sammy, 
in 1951. Sam tried his hand 
at selling mutual funds. He 
became active in ISTC’s alumni 
association, even serving as 
president.

 But “that man,” President Pratt, 
apparently had a master plan 
for Sam Furgiuele.

“I had finished a meeting 
on campus with alumni 
association secretary Mary 
Esch,” Sam said, “and was 
leaving Sutton Hall when I 
ran into Dr. Pratt. He knew me 
through my work with alumni 
and asked me to walk with him 
around campus. He pointed 
out the beauty of the Oak Grove 
and the rest of the campus that 
he maintained so well.”

“Wouldn’t you like to be a part 
of all this?” Dr. Pratt asked him.

“Are you offering me a job?” 
Sam asked.

“Of course, I am,” Dr. Pratt 
responded.

Sam started at ISTC as an 
English professor in 1957. About 
two years later, he attended a 
meeting of committee chairs in 
John Sutton Hall’s Blue Room. 
But Sam was not chairing 
any committee and couldn’t 
understand his invitation. He 
approached Dr. Pratt with that 
question.

Dr. Pratt: “Didn’t I tell you?”

Sam: “Tell me what?”

Dr. Pratt: “Albert Drumheller 
[business professor] 
recommended you for 
the chairmanship of the 
Commencement Committee. 
You’ll be good at it. You’ll enjoy 
it. Besides, it won’t be very 
much work.”

“That’s the Dr. Pratt I came to 
know only too well in the years 

Furgiuele, left, with his wife, Sarah, at far right, their daughter, 
Diana, and friends at the College Lodge in 1949 
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following,” Sam said. “You just 
didn’t or couldn’t say no to 
him.”

Under Sam’s direction, 
commencement ceremonies 
grew to three annually, in May, 
August, and December. Sam 
scripted the entire ceremony, 
handled every large and small 
detail, and chose the guest 
speakers. Among them were 
celebrated personalities such as 
Eleanor Roosevelt; journalists 
Edward R. Murrow, David 
Brinkley, and H. V. Kaltenborn; 
poet and writer Archibald 
MacLeish; author Robert 
Penn Warren; Pennsylvania 
governors William Scranton, 
David Lawrence, and Raymond 
Shafer; and former British 
prime minister Clement 
Attlee. In 1972, I joined Sam 
in inaugurating the addition 
of individual department 
commencement ceremonies to 
the major one.

In 1963, when Art Nicholson, 
public relations director, left for 
Shippensburg State College, Dr. 
Pratt came a-callin’ again. The 
president turned to a man he 
knew could and would do the 
PR job.

“I didn’t know anything about 
public relations,” Sam said. “I 
was a teacher. I didn’t know 
journalism, didn’t understand 
PR.”

“But Sam was a writer, and he 
knew the English language, 
and he learned about the PR 
profession,” said Larry Judge, 
retired IUP PR and sports 
information professional. Larry 
helped Sam with sports before 
he graduated in 1964 and again 
from 1966 to 1969.

“To me, PR is an art and a craft,” 
Larry said, “and Sam had a 
natural flair for dealing with 
people. That’s the art. The craft 
is the nuts and bolts of writing, 
which he knew.”

For the next 10 years, the first 
three as a one-man operation, 
Sam wrote press releases, 
coordinated all college 
publications, and handled 
public relations problems. He 
also started an on-campus print 
shop.

One of those years, 1965, was 
monumental. On December 
16, Indiana State College 
ceased to exist, and primarily 
through the efforts of three 
individuals, Indiana University 
of Pennsylvania was born.

“Dr. Pratt,” Sam said, “probably 
from when he arrived in 1948, 

Grand marshals for the 1999 Homecoming Parade, from left: Bob Warren, Peggy McHenry 
Lepley-Hermann, and Furgiuele, all of the Class of 1949 

wanted to transform this school 
into a major university. And 
in 1965, he had two powerful 
allies in the Pennsylvania 
legislature:  Dr. Albert Pechan, 
a Ford City dentist and the 
Republican whip in the 
State Senate, and William 
Buchanan, the Indiana area 
representative in the House of 
Representatives.”

The enabling legislation passed 
both houses, and Governor 
William Scranton signed 
the bill granting university 
status. Dr. Pratt had wanted 
to name “his baby” Western 
Pennsylvania University, 
but Penn State and Pitt had 
too much clout among the 
legislators, Sam said.

“To help urge the governor 
to sign the bill,” Sam said, “I 
enlisted an army of student 
workers to write all Indiana 
alumni in Pennsylvania and 
ask them to immediately 
contact the governor’s office to 
express their support.”

To celebrate this turning point 
in the college’s history and 
to place the new name in 
the limelight, Sam planned a 

convocation for spring 1966. He 
invited every US college to send 
a representative and alerted all 
regional media. Sam helped a 
writer from the Pittsburgh Press 
do a story in the paper’s Family 
Magazine. The title: “Let’s Call It 
Cinderella U.”

He continued his duties at 
“Cinderella U” for another 12 
years before retiring January 
13, 1978, thus sticking to his 
plan. When I first met him, he 

Sam Furgiuele, new to the 
English faculty, in 1957 

Willis Pratt, college 
president from 1948 to 1968 
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told me two things that stand 
out in my memory: “Please 
always call me Sam,” which 
Larry Judge also remembered, 
and, “I plan to retire when I’m 
60.” He had returned to his 
first academic love, teaching 
English, in 1973, and he had 
officially retired, as a major, 
from the Army Reserves in 
1977.

In his retirement, now 
approaching 40 years, he has 
been anything but retiring. 
Among his activities have 
been writing a 325-page 
autobiography, going south 
annually to his and Sarah’s 
home in Georgia, fishing (a 
lot), golfing, walking, reading, 
serving twice as Lions Club 
president, hunting with former 
IUP football coach Bill Neal 
and late Indiana restaurateur 

Nap Patti, and spending time 
with his and Sarah’s two 
children, six grandchildren, and 
four great-grandchildren.
Sam remembers in impressive 
detail his best campus friends: 
Craig Swauger, English chair; 
Bill Betts, English professor; Bob 
Warren, registrar; Bob Seelhorst, 
art professor; Jim Nix, theater 
professor; Gene Lepley, physical 
education professor; and Trevor 
Hadley, dean of students.

“It was a tremendous honor 
to work with professors and 
administrators such as these 
people,” he said with a smile. 
“I’m thankful that our family 
was a part of this college and 
this campus.”

Someone once said, “Sam 
always makes you smile, 
always makes you feel good.”

I wholeheartedly agree, but 
I almost didn’t have the 
opportunity to know. When 
I arrived at Clark Hall for my 
interview with him, I asked 
telephone operators in the 
lobby where I could find Sam 
(and here, phonetically, is the 
way I said it) fur-GWEE-lee. 
Thank goodness one of them—I 
think it was Nancy Noker—
corrected my pronunciation 
before I made a fool of myself in 
front of Sam.

“It’s pronounced FUR-joo-well,” 
she said.

And in the last 48 years, I 
haven’t once mispronounced 
the name of Sam Furgiuele, the 
man who changed my life. m

Randy Jesick worked 
for Sam Furgiuele in 
the Office of Public 
Relations for four 
years, focusing on 
news and sports. 
Jesick served as head 
of public relations 
from 1973 until 1979, 
when he joined the 
journalism faculty. 
He still teaches in 
the IUP Journalism 
and Public Relations 
Department.
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Furgiuele hired Randy Jesick, now a longtime friend, in 1969. 
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I f she ever contemplated the future 
in her John Sutton Hall room 
during the fall of 1879, Elizabeth 
Cochrane likely never, even in her 

most audacious daydreams, envisioned 
becoming one of the most famous females 
on the planet.

The teenager who scarcely left a mark at 
Indiana Normal School—she dropped out 
after a single semester—little more than 
10 years later would, as a New York World 
reporter writing under the nom de plume 
Nellie Bly, eclipse the record for circling the 
globe set by Jules Verne’s fictional character 
Phileas Fogg in Around the World in Eighty 
Days.

When Bly accomplished the feat in 72 days, 
six hours, and 11 minutes, the World hailed 
her as “the best-known and most widely 
talked-of young woman on earth today.”

Bly was lauded by newspapers from 
coast to coast, received a mountain of 
congratulatory telegrams (including 
one from Verne himself), embarked on 
a national speaking tour in which she 
recounted her adventures to rapt audiences, 
and published a best-selling book, Around 
the World in Seventy-Two Days.

Not only did Bly beat Fogg during her 
whirlwind journey; she bested fellow 
reporter Elizabeth Bisland of Cosmopolitan 
magazine, who left New York the same day, 
traveling in the opposite direction. Slowed 
by severe storms on the North Atlantic, 
Bisland reached the finish line five days 
after her rival.

Bly first proposed the idea of challenging 
Fogg’s record to World publisher Joseph 
Pulitzer in 1888; he gave her the green 
light at last on November 11, 1889. Three 
days later, clad in a dark blue broadcloth 
traveling dress, a long, black-and-white 
plaid Ulster coat, and a wool ghillie cap, Bly 
boarded the steamship Augusta Victoria in 
Hoboken, New Jersey, bound for England. 
She carried with her only a leather gripsack, 
not much larger than a doctor’s bag, into 
which she crammed clothing items, 
underwear, slippers, toiletries, a flask and a 
drinking cup, needles and thread, writing 
implements, and a jar of cold cream.

“One never knows the capacity of an 
ordinary hand-satchel,” Bly wrote, “until 

dire necessity compels the exercise of all 
one’s ingenuity to reduce every thing to the 
smallest possible compass.” By traveling 
light, she hoped to avoid delays making 
connections that those encumbered by 
multiple trunks often encountered.

Bly chronicled her experiences in exotic 
lands for readers of the World, the sales of 
which consequently skyrocketed, through 
dispatches sent by telegraph. She addressed 
the customs, fashions, food, homes, and 
places of worship in the countries she 
visited. Bly wrote about her seasickness on 
the Atlantic crossing, which she described 
as “a lively tussle with the disease of the 
wave”; the casino in Egypt where she 
gleefully lost money at the roulette wheel; 
the snake charmer in Ceylon (now Sri 
Lanka), whose dancing cobra “seemed to 
stand on the tip end of its tail” as its owner 
played his fife and waved a red cloth; the 
execution grounds and instruments of 
torture she inspected in China; her delight 
in discovering curry, which she consumed 
whenever possible while in Asia, although 
its spiciness nearly gave her “palpitations of 
the heart”; and the brief detour she made to 
visit Verne and his wife, Honorine, at their 
home in Amiens, France.

After showing her his study and library, 
Verne stepped into a hallway, where a 
large map hung on the wall. “He pointed 
out to us several blue marks,” Bly wrote. 
“Before his words were translated to me, I 

The Woman Who 
‘Girdled the 

Globe’
By Bob Fulton

A Decade after 
Departing Indiana 
Normal, Bly Made 
Her Round-the-
World Trek

Elizabeth Cochrane, aka 
Nellie Bly, circa 1890 
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understood that on this map he had, with a 
blue pencil, traced out the course of his hero, 
Phileas Fogg, before he started him in fiction 
to travel around the world in eighty days.” 
In the weeks after bidding Bly a fond adieu 
and wishing her luck, Verne followed her 
daily progress by pinning small flags to that 
same map.

Unlike the typical world traveler, Bly 
collected only a few souvenirs. One brought 
her particular grief: a rambunctious monkey 
she named McGinty, purchased for three 
dollars in Singapore. Before her ship 
departed Hong Kong for Japan, Bly stopped 
a stewardess and casually inquired about 
McGinty. “We have met,” the woman said. 
Bly’s eyes then flew open when she realized 
one of the stewardess’s arms was bandaged 
from wrist to shoulder. “What did you do?” 
Bly exclaimed. Replied the stewardess, “I 
did nothing but scream; the monkey did the 
rest.” When Bly returned home and freed 
McGinty from his cage, he ran amok in her 
apartment, smashing all the china he could 
find.

Pat Heilman has been engaged 
in something of a treasure hunt 
since 1999.

A professor emerita of journalism at IUP, 
Heilman has visited libraries throughout 
the East in a quest to collect every article 
written by celebrated reporter Nellie Bly, 
who was born in the Armstrong County 
community of Cochran’s Mills, grew up 
in nearby Apollo, and attended Indiana 
Normal School in the fall of 1879 before 
she ran out of funds for tuition and 
withdrew.

But a lack of higher education didn’t 
deter Elizabeth Cochrane, under her 
pseudonym, from becoming a journalist 
of international renown and the 
acknowledged mother of investigative 
journalism. Heilman’s goal has been to 
preserve Bly’s works for posterity.

“What I’ve been working on is collecting 
all of Nellie Bly’s original journalism, 
from all of the newspapers that she 
worked for—the Pittsburg Dispatch, the 
New York World, and the New York 
Evening Journal,” said Heilman M’83, 
D’87, whose fascination with Bly dates 
to the Women and the Press course she 
created and taught at IUP. “I’m also 
collecting stories about her.”

Heilman recently donated to IUP Special 
Collections and University Archives an 
annotated database of Bly stories. The 
number of articles, which continues to 
expand, currently stands at 900.

“The intent,” Heilman said, “was for 
future scholars of Nellie Bly to be able 
to easily access her original journalism, 
instead of having to read an account of 
it.”

Recognized for her pioneering work 
in journalism, Bly was inducted into 
the National Women’s Hall of Fame in 
1998. In an age when female reporters 
typically were confined to writing about 
fashion, flower shows, and society, she 
tackled weightier issues, often at great 
personal risk. In a daring exposé, Bly 
feigned insanity and went undercover 
to report firsthand on the mistreatment 
of female patients and the appalling 
conditions at Blackwell’s Island Asylum 
in New York City. She also wrote about 
women’s suffrage, politics, government 
corruption, capital punishment, and the 
plight of female sweatshop workers. Bly 
even worked as a war correspondent in 
Europe.
 
Unfortunately, some of her journalism 
has been lost forever. Heilman 
bemoans the fact that reels of microfilm 
containing Bly’s work have vanished 
from libraries. Some of what she did find 
was deteriorating, the film so brittle it 
practically crumbled in her hands.

“So I was driven to collect these stories 
and to digitize them before they were 
lost forever,” Heilman said. “That’s why 
I began this database. And what other 
place should it be other than at IUP? She 
was a local girl. She belonged to us.” m

The Gift of 

Nellie 
      Bly
By Bob Fulton
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Bly set out on her journey with only a 
satchel. 

Professor emerita 
Pat Heilman 
has collected 900 
stories by and 
about Nellie Bly.
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Throughout her odyssey, Bly obsessed 
about keeping ahead of Fogg’s pace. But 
until she arrived in Hong Kong, Bly had no 
clue she was racing not only against time, 
but against a flesh-and-blood competitor. 
When Bly identified herself to an agent of 
the Occidental and Oriental Steamship line, 
he blurted out, “You’re going to be beaten.” 
Bisland, heading west, had departed Hong 
Kong three days before, he informed her. Bly 
was dumbfounded. Incredibly, the World 
had kept her in the dark about Bisland.

In the end, the agent’s powers of 
prognostication proved faulty. Despite 
storms, Bly crossed the Pacific aboard the 
Oceanic in two weeks and arrived in San 
Francisco on January 21. What ensued was 
a mad dash by rail across the continent, 
with crowds according her a tumultuous 
welcome at every stop. The routine never 
varied: Bly would wave from the platform 
at the rear of her private car, and admirers 
would respond with exuberant cheers and 
present her with gifts and flowers.

“I leaned over the platform and shook 
hands with both hands at every station, and 
when the train pulled out, crowds would 
run after, grabbing for my hands as long as 
they could,” she wrote. “My arms ached for 
almost a month afterwards, but I did not 
mind the ache if by such little acts I would 

give pleasure to my own, whom I was so 
glad to be among once more.”

Bly completed the journey on January 
25, when her train pulled into the station 
at Jersey City, New Jersey. A throng 
numbering in the thousands let out a 
thunderous roar as she stepped onto the 
platform. Cannons boomed at Battery Park 
on the southern tip of Manhattan and at 
Fort Greene in Brooklyn, and boats in New 
York harbor sounded their whistles in 

salute to the woman whose exploits had 
captivated a nation.

After traveling, by her calculations, 21,740 
miles, Nellie Bly had, in the words of the 
World, “girdled the globe” in record time.

“I took off my cap and wanted to yell with 
the crowd,” she wrote of her arrival, “not 
because I had gone around the world in 
seventy-two days, but because I was home 
again.” m

Nellie Bly

Phileas Fogg

San Francisco
New York

London

Port Said

Singapore

Yokohama

Aden

Jules Verne’s hero, Phileas 
Fogg, and Nellie Bly followed 
similar paths around the 
world. Below is a sketch of 
Bly’s reception at Jersey City 
at the close of her journey. 
It appeared in Frank Leslie’s 
Illustrated Newspaper in 1890. 
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IN BRIEF

Changes at Punxsutawney
Starting next fall, the IUP Punxsutawney 
campus will return to its earlier mission 
of focusing on the educational needs of 
students and employers in the Jefferson 
County region.

To determine which programs may be best 
suited for the campus and county, Rich 
Muth, IUP’s director of Regional Campuses, 
has been talking with local and regional 
stakeholders and looking at studies about 
the gaps between the region’s employment 
needs and the educational opportunities it 
offers.

Muth said serving those needs will involve 
providing learning opportunities at all 
levels—including certificates, certifications, 
and complete degrees at the associate, 
bachelor’s, and graduate level. “IUP has 
the knowledge and expertise to provide 
these opportunities,” he said. “Bringing 
everything together leads to the really 
fun part of helping people and making 
a positive impact on their lives and the 
prosperity of the community.”

In addition, IUP and the Punxsutawney 
community are trying to make it easier 
for area high school students to take 
classes at the Punxsutawney campus as 
part of the dual enrollment program. The 
Punxsutawney Area College Trust is helping 
cover the cost for high school students 
to participate, and campus officials are 
working with the local school district to 
improve scheduling and to generate more 
interest.

Muth said plans are also in the works 
to enhance opportunities for students 
in the IUP Academy of Culinary Arts 
by creating applicable associate degree 
programs that can be completed right on the 
Punxsutawney campus. 

Art in the Arboretum
The winning project in the Allegheny 
Arboretum at IUP’s first Art in the 
Arboretum contest will soon be installed in 
the ginkgo planter in front of Sprowls Hall. 
Teams of students in associate professor 
Sean Derry’s Public Art class drew up 
proposals for the project, and a contest 
committee selected a design by Jennifer 
Blalock, of Smackover, Arkansas, Anthony 
Bookhammer, of Altoona, and Bill Brown, 
of Shenandoah. Derry’s entire class then 
helped create the Legacy Marker project, 
which combines several vertical sculptures 
with words associated with the ginkgo: 
vitality, endurance, hope, and peace. 

Blalock said she hopes the project will help 
community members gain an appreciation 
for both natural and manmade beauty. “I 
also hope it inspires them to walk around 
campus and notice the other trees and 
plants that surround them,” she said. 
Colorado resident Ray Kinter ’67, M’68 
suggested the project to the Allegheny 
Arboretum board and provided funding for 
materials and for the winner’s prize.

Detecting Earthquakes
Last fall, IUP’s Department of Geoscience 
installed a seismometer to measure ground 
motion caused by earthquakes and other 
seismic events. The instrument is part of a 
Pennsylvania State University network of 
42 stations that help identify the magnitude, 
location, and timing of earthquakes. 
Although Pennsylvania is not a hotspot for 
earthquakes, hundreds of smaller events, 
many related to underground mining or 
blasting activity, occur each year. m

Legacy Marker, the winning project in the 
Art in the Arboretum contest, was unveiled 
in December in the sculpture studio in 
Robertshaw.
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NAMEDROPPERS

I n the decades since he 
played IUP football, 
Dan Radakovich ’80 
has enjoyed a career 

in college athletics that has 
taken him across the country 
and earned him three national 
championships, including one 
this year, at college football’s 
highest level.

In his fourth full season as 
director of athletics at Clemson 
University, Radakovich had 
a front-row seat during the 
Tigers’ thrilling 35-31 win 
over Alabama in the College 
Football Playoff National 
Championship in January. That 
night, Radakovich’s side got 
the best of Alabama and coach 
Nick Saban. Some 13 years 
earlier, Radakovich and Saban 
were associates at Louisiana 
State University, celebrating 
the school’s 2003 national 
championship.

Since the Tigers’ January 
victory, Radakovich has been 
grateful for Clemson’s time in 
the spotlight.

“All of us within the 
department have seen an 
uptick in interest in our 
program, certainly highlighted 
by Coach [Dabo] Swinney and 
the players,” he said. “We’re 
very gratified for this increased 
attention, and we want to make 
sure we do our best to take 
advantage of the opportunity 
that’s placed in front of us.”

Radakovich has made the most 
of a number of opportunities 
since his IUP graduation. 
After earning an MBA from 
the University of Miami, he 
began his career in athletic 
administration there and 
was on the staff when the 
Hurricanes took the 1983 
national championship. Since 
then, he has served in a variety 
of posts at Long Beach State, 
South Carolina, American 
University, LSU, and Georgia 
Tech.

Along the way, he built a 
wealth of experience handling 
program finances and facility 
improvements. He also is a 
member of the College Football 
Playoff Selection Committee.

A sophomore letterman in 1977, 
Radakovich played tight end 
at IUP for three seasons before 
becoming a volunteer coach his 
senior year. Though he rarely 
makes his way back to campus, 
the Monaca native said IUP 
will always feel like a second 
home.

“When I think of IUP, it brings 
a smile to my face,” he said. “It 
was such a great four years of 
my life. Friends that I still have 
to this day—whether it’s the 
guys I played football with or 
the people in my fraternity—

we have kept in contact over 
the years. It’s a wonderful 
place.”

Passing the Torch 
Former Crimson Hawks 
associate head coach Paul 
Tortorella will lead the IUP 
football program through the 
2017 season. Tortorella was 
named acting head coach soon 
after Curt Cignetti stepped 
down in late December to lead 
Division I Elon University 
in North Carolina. In his six 
seasons at IUP, Cignetti posted 
a 53-17 record and guided the 
Hawks to three NCAA Division 
II playoff appearances. He was 
the second fastest, behind his 
father, Frank Cignetti ’60, 
M’65, to tally 50 wins as an IUP 
coach. 

Tortorella spent 22 years as 
IUP’s defensive coordinator and 
safeties coach. Since his arrival, 
IUP’s defense has consistently 
ranked among the best in the 
nation. FootballScoop named 
Tortorella NCAA Division II 
Coordinator of the Year in 2012, 
a year IUP led the country 
in total and scoring defense 
and ranked third in rushing 
defense. Before coming to IUP, 
Tortorella was an assistant at 
the Division I level for nine 
seasons, including three at 
Akron and six at Maryland.

Alumni Notes 
Former IUP quarterback and 
assistant coach Rich Ingold 
’87 died February 15. In his 
three seasons at IUP, Ingold 
set numerous school passing 
and total offense records, some 
of which still stand today. 
Ingold went on to play in the 
Arena Football League and 
led the Detroit Drive to the 
1988 league title. He started his 
coaching career as an assistant 
at IUP under Frank Cignetti 
and later coached at Duquesne 
University. He also found 
success as an arena football 
coach and was in the first 
class of inductees in the Arena 
Football 2 Hall of Fame. Ingold, 
who grew up in the Beechview 

BY MIRZA ZUKIC

Dan Radakovich spoke during Clemson’s championship 
celebration in January at Memorial Stadium.

Rich Ingold, IUP quarterback 
from 1983 to 1985, was a 2003 
inductee into the IUP Athletic 
Hall of Fame.
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section of Pittsburgh, was 
inducted into the IUP Athletic 
Hall of Fame in 2003. In his 
memory, the Crimson Hawks 
will wear stickers with his 
number, 2, on the backs of their 
helmets when they take the 
field next fall.

Ben McAdoo ’00 had a 
successful first season as an 
NFL head coach. Under his 
leadership, the New York 
Giants went 11-5, a five-game 
improvement over the previous 
season, and returned to the 
playoffs for the first time in 
five years. McAdoo oversaw 
a dramatic improvement in 
the Giants’ defense, which 
allowed the second-fewest 
points in the NFL last season. 
He has coached in the league in 
various capacities since 2004.

In November, former baseball 
standout Aaron Albert took 
the head coaching job at Beaver 
Area High School. Albert 
played only two years at IUP 
but holds top-five marks in both 
single-season and career batting 
average.

Former women’s lacrosse 
standout Stephanie Bianco 
’12 has coached at three schools 
in three years. She’s in her first 
season as an assistant at NCAA 
Division I Central Connecticut 
State University. Last year, she 
was 30 miles down the road at 
Division I Quinnipiac, and in 
2015, she coached at Division 
III SUNY New Paltz. 

At 27, Dom Lombardi ’12 
already has six seasons of 
college coaching under his belt. 
Son of IUP men’s basketball 
coach Joe Lombardi, he 
recently finished his first 
season as director of player 
development for the Duquesne 
men’s basketball team. Before 
that, he spent two seasons 
as video coordinator for the 
University of South Florida and 
two seasons as assistant video 
coordinator at Kentucky under 
coach John Calipari. Lombardi 

played for three seasons 
under his father at IUP before 
becoming a volunteer coach his 
senior year.

A top-10 scorer and rebounder 
in the IUP record books, Sarah 
Pastorek ’13 is first-year 
director of girls’ basketball at the 
Virginia Basketball Academy, 
a year-round youth basketball 
program. She previously spent 
two seasons as an assistant at St. 
Francis University.

Hall of Famers 
A former coach and retired 
math teacher at Norwin High 
School, Thomas Shirley ’64 

was inducted into the Norwin 
Athletic Hall of Fame in 
October. He coached baseball, 
boys’ cross country, and junior 
high basketball and was a 
weight coordinator for the 
swim team. Shirley’s career 
included 34 seasons of coaching 
and 37 years of teaching. He has 
been a Norwin Athletic Hall of 
Fame committee member since 
the hall’s inception in 2009.

In November, former basketball 
standout Jack Benhart ’65 was 
inducted into the South Central 
chapter of the Pennsylvania 
Hall of Fame. Benhart is 
one of only three players in 
school history who rank in 

the top 10 in both scoring and 
rebounding averages. A retired 
Shippensburg University 
professor, he has been part of 
the IUP Athletic Hall of Fame 
since 2002.

The voice of IUP football and 
basketball since 1969, radio 
broadcaster Jack Benedict 
will be inducted into the 
Pennsylvania Association of 
Broadcasters Hall of Fame in 
May. Since arriving in Indiana 
nearly five decades ago, he has 
called 510 IUP football games, 
and he is approaching 2,000 
men’s and women’s basketball 
games. m

Paul Tortorella, left, took over leadership of the IUP football program after Curt Cignetti, at right with 
quarterback Lenny Williams, stepped down in December.

For up-to-the-minute news on IUP sports, 
visit www.iupathletics.com. There you’ll find 
all the latest news Namedroppers can’t bring 

you because of deadline constraints.
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In March, both the men’s and 
women’s basketball teams 
advanced to the semifinals 
of the NCAA Division II 
Atlantic Region tournament. 
The women, 24-7, ended 
their season as the 2017 
Pennsylvania State Athletic 
Conference tournament 
champions, and the men, 28-4, 
set a program record with 26 
regular-season wins and won 
the PSAC West title.

This photo from a women’s 
basketball game appears in the 
1983 Oak yearbook. If you can 
identify anyone in the photo 
or share a story, Harrison 
Wick, IUP Special Collections 
librarian and university 
archivist, would love to hear 
from you. He’s also interested 
in acquiring IUP memorabilia, 
yearbooks, photos, and more. 
Contact him at hwick@iup.edu. 

FAN FAVORITES

The Other 
Climate
IUP by the Numbers

Studying the data associated with Taiwan’s 
earthquakes and mesoscale faults takes time. 
A Dean’s Merit Scholarship enabled Allison 
Berry to stay on campus over the summer to 
do just that, through the Research Experience 
for Summer Scholars program.

A senior in the Geoscience Department, she 
has been engrossed in structural geology since 
her freshman year and since a study-abroad 
experience in Taiwan, where she collected the 
data that she continues to analyze now.

The RESS program provides undergraduate 
researchers with a mentor and some structure, 
but they are the masters of their own projects. 
The Dean’s Merit Scholarship defrayed the 
cost of Allison’s participation.

EARTHQUAKES 
AND 

 
MESOSCALE  
FAULTS

When you give to scholarships, you create extraordinary experiences.  www.iup.edu/GivetoScholarships

“When alumni support us, it makes 
all the difference,” she said.  
“It puts us way ahead of students 
at other colleges that don’t support 
undergraduates the way IUP does.”
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Climate as it relates to weather 
conditions is a recurring topic 
in world news. Recently, 
the IUP community has 
also discussed another kind 
of climate—the prevailing 
attitudes, standards, and overall 
learning environment on 
campus.

In the spring of 2015, IUP 
began assessing that climate 
with the Campus Climate 
Study. The study’s first phase 
involved an electronic survey 
of IUP constituents to gather 

a basic understanding of 
the climate. A sample of 
those results appears here. 
The following fall, sociology 
faculty members Melanie 
Hildebrandt and Melissa 
Swauger ’97 led focus groups 
and interviews of 178 
stakeholders to explore in 
greater depth perceptions 
expressed in the survey. A full 
report of the study’s results 
appears on the IUP Office of 
Social Equity website, www.
iup.edu/socialequity.

The following figures show, by 
percentage, how the survey’s 
nearly 600 student participants 
described their experiences in 
the previous year.

They are comfortable with the 
climate at IUP:
 • Male: 75.2%
 • Female: 66.0%
 • White: 69.6%
 • Non-white: 65.8%
 • All students: 67.1%

They believe the campus 
encourages free and open 
discussion of difficult topics:
 • White: 64.4%
 • Non-white: 48.3%

They have personally 
experienced exclusionary, 
intimidating, offensive, and/
or hostile conduct that has 
interfered with their ability to 
work/learn at IUP:
 • Non-white female: 24.4%
 • White female: 19.7%
 • Non-white male: 7.3%
 • White male: 6.3%
 • Heterosexual: 25.0%
 • LGBTQIA*: 36.9% 

*Lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender/
transsexual, queer, intersex, asexual

They have observed 
exclusionary, intimidating, 
offensive, and/or hostile 
conduct that has interfered 
with their ability to work/learn 
at IUP:
 • White female: 22.6%
 • Non-white female: 22.5%
 • Non-white male: 15.0%
 • White male: 10.1%

They described the classroom 
climate as welcoming for 
students based on gender:
 • Male: 72.4%
 • Female: 70.9%

They described the classroom 
climate as welcoming for 
students based on race:
 • White: 66.3%
 • Non-white: 50.0%

They described the classroom 
climate as welcoming for 
students based on sexual 
orientation:
 • Heterosexual: 61.2%
 • LGBTQIA: 55.9%

They believe faculty members 
are genuinely concerned with 
their welfare:
 • White: 70.3%
 • Non-white: 51.7%

They believe their IUP 
courses include sufficient 
materials, perspectives, and/
or experiences of people, based 
on race:
 • White: 55.9%
 • Non-white: 30.6%

They rated the overall campus 
climate as friendly:
 • Male: 72.1%
 • Female: 65.6%
 • White: 68.6%
 • Non-white: 63.1%

They described the campus as 
regularly having encounters 
with racism (as opposed to 
occasionally having these 
encounters or being virtually 
free of these encounters):
 • Male: 22.8%
 • Female: 20.2%
 • Non-white: 21.3%
 • White: 20.5% 

In the months since the 
release of the Campus Climate 
Study report, IUP already has 
addressed some of the report’s 
recommendations, with efforts 
such as creating a multicultural 
center, establishing a 
presidential commission to 
lead development of a diversity 
action plan, and refocusing the 
IUP Punxsutawney campus to 
serve primarily students from 
that region.

The Other 
Climate
IUP by the Numbers
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in leading the faculty team 
that started the project. Fair 
and Kondo are both in the 
Department of Chemistry. 
Although its origins are in the 
College of Natural Sciences and 
Mathematics, the minor will be 
open to students of any major. 

Learning Leadership
An associate professor in the 
Department of Journalism 
and Public Relations, Erick 
Lauber has a new book, 
Don’t Break the Rope, about 
teamwork and leadership in 
the workplace. An extended 
parable, the book examines 
work relationships through a 

Teaching Teamwork
Starting next fall, IUP will 
offer a minor to help students 
learn to work as part of a team. 
Called Effective Teamwork and 
Communication, the minor 
is funded in part by a grant of 
more than $660,000 from the 
National Science Foundation. 
The idea arose from discussions 
IUP faculty members had 
with employers, who said 
prospective hires often lack 
teamwork skills. “[Employers] 
have said those skills are more 
important, in some cases, than 
technical skills,” said Anne 
Kondo, who joined principal 
investigator Justin Fair M’04 

Faculty Deaths

Joseph Bogan Jr., a 
professor of criminology 
who retired in 1997 after 
27 years of service, died 
December 16, 2016.

John Dietz, a professor 
emeritus of music who 
retired in 2004 after nearly 
32 years of service, died 
December 30, 2016. 

Raymond Gibson, a 
professor emeritus of 
mathematics who retired 
in 1986 after nearly 24 
years of service, died 
October 18, 2016.

Dorothy Vogel Krupnik, 
a professor emerita of 
history who retired in 
2002 after nearly 33 years 
of service, died December 
13, 2016.

James Laughlin ’51, a 
professor emeritus who 
retired in 1990 after 27 
years of service, died 
February 8, 2017. He 
served for years as dean 
of student services and 
retired as director of 
the Student Personnel 
Graduate Program.

Anthony Nania, a 
professor emeritus of 
English who retired in 
1995 after nearly 29 years 
of service, died October 27, 
2016.

James Waddell, a faculty 
member who retired in 
1996 after more than 
30 years in the English 
Department, died August 
30, 2016.

MENTORS

The following former 
faculty members died in 
recent months:

story about frogs who are new 
to a business, GoodPondInc. 
Tied at the waist to a partner, 
each frog must swim across a 
large pond and keep the rope 
intact. An IUP faculty member 
since 2004, Lauber is director 
of Leadership Training and 
Research at the Mid-Atlantic 
Research and Training Institute 
for Community and Behavioral 
Health. He also directs 
Leadership Indiana County, 
a local leadership training 
program that graduated its 
inaugural class in spring 2015. 
m

Founding Fathers Selfie  
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Visiting teachers discussed gender equality, resources, poverty, and other topics during a “packing 
the bag” activity with IUP faculty member Laura Strong M’06, D’13 and graduate student Rachel 
Schiera. The activity helped form the basis for professional development trainings the teachers 
will give at their home schools. From left: Calvin Mikeng of Malaysia, Davies Adoga of Kenya, 
Laura Strong, and Tina de Moraes Marques and Gicelma da Costa Xavier, both of Brazil.

Promoting Education Abroad  
This spring, IUP hosted 16 high school teachers from seven countries as part of the International Leaders 
in Education Program. The program’s intent is to help the visiting teachers gain perspective on the 
American educational system and take best practices back to their home schools. The teachers spent the 
spring semester at schools in Indiana and Pittsburgh and in a variety of campus workshops.

This was IUP’s second year to receive funding from the US Department of State’s Bureau of Educational 
and Cultural Affairs to participate in the program. Lara Luetkehans, dean of the College of Education 
and Educational Technology, and Michele Petrucci D’05, associate vice president for International 
Education and Global Engagement, coauthored the grant proposal. IUP was one of four host institutions 
for the program, organized by the International Research and Exchanges Board.
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In the fall, Joe and Mary 
Ann McDonald completed 
their 100th mountain 
gorilla trek. The photos 
above and at far right 
(showing a silverback 
charging past Joe 
McDonald) were taken at 
Volcanoes National Park 
in Rwanda. 

African elephants dined on 
grasses in Kenya’s Maasai 
Mara National Reserve in 
November.

Pictured against an October 
evening sky, juvenile 
leopards rested on a boulder 
in the Serengeti—“one of 
my dream compositions,” 
Joe McDonald said.

A mother tigress and her 
growing cubs soaked in a 
lake at Tadoba National 
Park, India, after feasting 
on a sambar deer.

A wildlife photographer 
for more than 30 
years, Joe McDonald 
’74, M’76 and his wife, 

Mary Ann, made their 100th trek 
to the volcano slopes of Rwanda 
last November to see mountain 
gorillas up close.

While scientists may have them 
beat, they say their 100 treks are 
a record for tourists. They’ve also 
brought along nearly 600 guests, 
a boon to the local economy 
and to gorilla conservation, 
McDonald said.

During their tours, they come 
within feet of silverback gorillas 
weighing upwards of 400 
pounds, but McDonald describes 
them as “gentle giants.”

“I have been pushed flat by a 
silverback and slapped on the 
back and legs by juveniles, but 
the biggest danger is getting 
whacked by a thick bamboo pole 
when a gorilla pulls one down 
seeking tender shoots,” he said.

To mark their recent milestone, 
they released a book, 1,000 Hills, 
100 Treks, and Countless Friends, 
to be followed this year by their 
11th book, Camouflaged Wildlife. 
McDonald plans to continue his 
adventures in Rwanda next year 
by participating in Kwita Izina, a 
ceremony to name the newborn 
gorillas.

Leaders of photo tours around 
the globe, the McDonalds 
count among their greatest 
accomplishments photographing 
in a single year all of the world’s 
big cats—snow leopards in the 
Himalayas; tigers in central 
India; lions, leopards, and 
cheetahs in Africa; jaguars in 
Brazil; and pumas in Chile.

Learn more about their work at 
www.hoothollow.com. A gallery 
of their wildlife photography 
appears on the IUP Magazine 
website.

Among  
Giants

Photos by Joe and 
Mary Ann McDonald



WWW.IUP.EDU/MAGAZINE26

ALL ABOUT ALUMNI
1930s
A retired IUP Alumni Affairs 
and sports information director, 
Larry Judge ’64 sent a notice 
to IUP Magazine last fall about 
his second-grade teacher, 
Mary Rita Theiss Plowman 
’37, who celebrated her 100th 
birthday in September. An 
elementary teacher for 29 
years, Mary Rita started in East 
McKeesport and later taught 
in the North Huntingdon and 
Norwin districts. She also lived 
in Florida and, most recently, in 
Harrisonburg, Virginia. Within 
months of submitting the 
notice to the magazine, Larry 
learned that Mary Rita had died 
in December. “Stylish” is how 
he described his former teacher 
at Circleville School, near Irwin. 
“She set a new standard for 
elementary teachers,” he said. 
“I could see from her [100th 
birthday] picture that she 
remained that way.”

1950s
An IUP professor emeritus 
and longtime administrator, 
James Laughlin ’51 died 
in February. Jim was dean of 
student services and retired 
as director of the Student 
Personnel Graduate Program. 
A member of the Indiana State 
Teachers College football team, 
he initiated the IUP Athletic 
Hall of Fame and became an 
honorary inductee in 2008. 
A 1995 recipient of the IUP 
Distinguished Alumni Award, 
he was married for 62 years to 
Barbara Anderson Laughlin 
’51, M’78. They met as students 
at ISTC.

1960s
The Royal Scottish Society of 
Painters in Watercolor invited 
Bruce Bobick ’63, M’67 to 
exhibit two works in the 136th 
Open Winter Exhibition at the 
Scottish National Galleries 
in Edinburgh. A diptych, or 
two-paneled piece, Bruce’s 
Litany XIX: The Woman with 

the Alabaster Jar features 
Conversion on the left panel 
and Repentance on the right. A 
native of Clymer, Bruce taught 
art in Pennsylvania public 
schools and received an MFA 
from the University of Notre 
Dame. He retired from the 
University of West Georgia after 
serving as chair and a professor 
of art. Learn more at www.
brucebobick.com. 

When the IUP men’s basketball 
team opened its season with 
an exhibition game against 
Syracuse in November, Barry 
Lippencott ’67 and Pattie 
Hedges Lippencott ’68 made 
the trip from nearby Liverpool. 
Syracuse won the game, 83-65, 
but IUP played well, Barry said. 
A former IUP football player, 
Barry has been a member of 
the Athletic Hall of Fame since 
2015. A photo of Barry, Pattie, 
and a number of other IUP 
fans at the game appears on the 
Alumni Extra website.

Out into the World: Hope for 
the Journey is the latest book by 
Leah Prytherch Bergstrom 
’68, M’69. Available through 
WestBow Press and major 
retailers, the book offers 
encouragement to those 
leaving home for the first time 
or making a new start in life. 
Leah is also the author of the 
Kids of Celebrities Trilogy: 24 
Hours Changed Me, 5 Minutes 
Could Change It All, and 
2½ Minutes. Learn more at 
kidsofcelebritiestrilogy.com.

1970s
For the last three years, Barry 
Day ’72 has been blogging 
about his adventures in 
retirement. Describing himself 
as a “modern day Marco Polo,” 
he has lived in Spain, Romania, 
Croatia, Malta, and the Czech 
Republic. In a blog post last 
November, Barry reminisced 
about IUP’s Oak Grove and 
about firing the ROTC cannon 
during a Marching Band 
performance of Tchaikovsky’s 

1812 Overture. Read more at 
barryaday.blog.

A registered dietitian and 
health care executive, Louise 
Zang Grant ’75, M’83 has 
retired after more than 31 
years with the Department of 
Veterans Affairs. She finished 
her career as associate director 
of the VA Medical Center in 
Clarksburg, West Virginia. She 
and her husband, Tim Grant 
’74, recently moved back to 
western Pennsylvania to be 
closer to family.

When Pittsburgh Business 
Times compiled its 2016-17 
list of Who’s Who in Energy, 
it included Edward Friel 
’88 of Schneider Downs 
Corporate Finance in 
Pittsburgh and Mike Moyer 
’04 of Environmental Service 
Laboratories in Indiana. 
Included in the list of 
Pittsburgh region lawyers were 
Kevin Abbott ’78 of Reed 
Smith and Megan Harmon 
’82 of Schnader Harrison Segal 
& Lewis.

In September, a group of 
IUP friends got together at 
the Raystown Lake house of 
Nancy Levin Seedor ’79. 
Felicia Simitoski Kearns ’80 
wrote, “Some had seen each 
other a week ago. Others hadn’t 
seen each other since 1979.” The 
group also included Shelly 
Sanders Teska ’79, Barbara 
Lawrence ’80, Barb Armor 
Rothermel ’81, and Lorie 
Hall Seaman ’81. A photo of 
the women in assorted IUP 
shirts appears on the Alumni 
Extra website.

1980s
Aboard the USS Midway on 
Veterans Day, ultra-endurance 
athlete George Hood ’80 
topped the world record for 
planking, an exercise that 
involves maintaining a 
pushup-style position while 
resting on the forearms. 
Commemorating the September 

11 terrorist attacks, he held 
the pose for nine hours and 11 
minutes. The record attempt 
was part of a fund-raiser for the 
Semper Fi Fund. A nine-time 
world record holder, George 
is a retired Marine and Drug 
Enforcement Administration 
agent. Living in Carlsbad, 
California, he is a 2013 recipient 
of the IUP Distinguished 
Alumni Award.

A retired English instructor, 
Celia Hooper Miles D’80 
has a new novel, The Body 
at StarShine Mill. This is the 
second book in a series that 
follows Marcy Dehanne, a 
college instructor turned mill-
marketing consultant with a 
nose for trouble. Marcy again 
finds a body while exploring 
an old mill in North Carolina. 
Living in Asheville, Celia said 
she stays busy writing and 
editing “when not finding old 
mills to photograph.” Learn 
more at www.celiamiles.com.

An accounting and consulting 
firm based in State College, 
Boyer & Ritter counts a number 
of IUP alumni among its more 
than 100 employees. They 
include Bob Murphy ’80 (CEO), 
Bill Rehill ’81 (principal), 
Jeremy Medernach ’02, 
Danielle Diantoniis ’10, 
Travis Walker ’11, Garrett 
Ofenloch ’13, David Creamer 
’15, John Negri ’15, Emily 
Leskowsky ’16, Dan Ryan 
’16, Christine Shontz ’16, 
and Michael Devlin. “We are 
proud of all of our team but also 
thrilled that IUP alumni make 
up a significant portion of Boyer 
& Ritter,” Bill wrote. A team 
photo appears on the Alumni 
Extra website.

Monroeville’s Gateway School 
District recently honored Bob 
Read ’80, M’90 by renaming 
its high school theater and 
music wing the Robert A. 
Read Performing Arts Center. 
Bob retired from Gateway in 
June. He was a music educator 
for more than 35 years in the 
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Band director at Yough High 
School in Westmoreland 
County, Donald Green 
’83 recently held his fourth 
annual holiday concert for 
students with autism.

He got the idea after an 
area school for the students 
approached him about 
watching the band rehearse. 
“I knew there was a lot 
more we could do,” said 
Don, whose 12-year-old son, 
William, attends the school.

A music teacher for 33 years, 
Don began planning an 
event that would “throw 
concert etiquette out 
altogether” and encourage 
the kids to get out of their 
seats, make noise, and 
interact with the band. 

He realized that goal from 
the get-go. As the band sat 
ready on stage, students 
entering the auditorium 
made a beeline for the 
drums, gong, triangle, 
maracas, and other 
percussion instruments 
set out for them to try. “It 
was like a toy store,” Don 
said. He encouraged them 
to continue, and the band 
readjusted its schedule. 

Students also ventured onto 
the stage, and some lined 
up for a chance to conduct 
the band. Don said one 
student sat down next to a 
baritone saxophone player 

Executives, Patrick Simonson 
’81 is serving a three-year term 
as president of the St. Joseph 
the Worker School Board. The 
Lehigh Valley school is one 
of the top performers in the 
Diocese of Allentown and in 
the region, Patrick said. 

Churchill Area and Gateway 
districts. A photo of the newly 
renamed performing arts center 
appears on the Alumni Extra 
website. 

A high school band director for 
35 years, Jerry Black ’81, M’84 
is embarking on a new career. 
For the past five years, Jerry 
has moonlighted as a Realtor 
with Coldwell Banker Select in 
northwestern Pennsylvania. 
When he retires from teaching 
in June, he will manage the 
company’s Edinboro office. A 
multimillion-dollar producer, 
Jerry last year became part 
of the Diamond Society, a 
designation for the top 12 
percent of Coldwell Banker 
agents worldwide. Also an 
award-winning music educator, 
Jerry spent 33 of his teaching 
years in the Union City Area 
School District.

Founder of Henry Wealth 
Management and a full-time 
financial advisor, Phil Henry 
’81, M’82 has taken on some 
additional roles. Ordained as 
a minister last July, he started 
the Phil Henry Power Gospel 
ministry. On his website, www.
philhenrypowergospel.org, 
he shares weekly Five Minute 
Power Messages and occasional 
Power Blog posts. Phil and his 
wife, Beth Andrews Henry 
’84, M’86, live in South Fayette 
Township. They have five 
children and a goldendoodle.

Houston resident Dale Hosack 
’81 recently became treasurer 
of the Special Olympics Texas 
board of directors. Chief 
financial officer at Western 
Container Corporation in Sugar 
Land, Dale is only the second 
CFO in the company’s 36-year 
history. The company is the 
world’s second largest producer 
of plastic bottles for Coca-Cola.

A fellow of the American 
College of Healthcare 

Don Green with his son, 
William

Students tried out percussion instruments during the 2016 
holiday concert.

and leaned his head against the 
bell to feel the vibration. “Music 
strikes everyone differently,” 
Don said. “I wanted to let them 
experience it on their own 
terms.”

Slightly different each year, 
the concerts typically include 
snack and social time and gift 
bags that include egg shakers, 
kazoos, penny whistles, or other 
sensory toys.

News of the concerts spread 
quickly. Music teachers across 
the country and even in 
Canada and New Zealand have 
sought Don’s advice on starting 
similar events.

With the incidence of autism on 
the rise, Don said many of his 
band members already knew 

people with autism, but the 
concerts have still been eye 
opening for them.

“It’s not their most technical 
performance,” Don said, 
“but it’s probably the most 
rewarding.”

Human resources specialist 
and retired special agent 
with the FBI, Debra Evans 
Smith ’81 was the speaker 
for a Lunch & Learn event in 
November in Washington, 
DC. Debra discussed her roles 
in counterintelligence and 
counterespionage during her 

30 years with the FBI and 
her current work in diversity 
recruitment. This was the 
second Lunch & Learn event 
organized by IUP’s Office of 
Alumni Relations. Photos 
appear on the Alumni Extra 
website.
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President of the Evansville 
(Indiana) Courier Co. and C&P 
Media, Jack Pate ’82 received 
the 2016 Hoosier State Press 
Association Foundation’s 
Distinguished Service Award. 
Once the Courier’s director 
of advertising, Jack became 
publisher and president in 
2004. He has served as a board 
member and as board president 
of both the HSPA and the HSPA 
Foundation.

Last August, when David 
Burke ’83 launched his 
thriller, Return of the Founding 
Fathers’ Guardians, Newtown 
Township marketing agency 
LyncServe and its business 
development manager, Bob 
Shegda ’82, assisted the 
author with the development 
of a custom website and social 
media campaign. Learn more at 
returnofthefoundingfathers.
com.

Former sportswriter Tim 
Wesley ’83 recently published 
his first book, My Boxes: A 
Nostalgic Collection of Stories 
and Stuff. In it, he shares 
memories from his sportswriter 
days, including encounters 
with football stars Joe Namath 
and Lyle Alzado, as well as 
stories from his personal life. A 
Harrisburg native, Tim worked 
for newspapers in Indiana and 
Beaver counties before entering 
the corporate communications 
field and eventually becoming 
vice president of investor 
relations for industrial 
manufacturing company 
Wabtec. He and his wife, Maria, 
have three daughters and a 
grandson.

In its 2016 list of Women 
Making a Difference, 
Pennsylvania Business Central 
included Tera Lingenfelter 
Herman ’84 of North 
American Communications; 
Leanne Peoples Kassab 
’91 and Mary Rizzo Baker 
’95, both of CNB Bank; and 
Stephanie Urchick D’04 
of the Southpointe CEO 
Association. A Business 
Administration faculty member 
at St. Francis University, 
Angela Seidel M’99 served on 
the selection committee.

Wife of IUP men’s basketball 
coach Joe Lombardi, Janet 
Servinsky Lombardi ’85 
planned get-togethers with 
friends around IUP basketball 
games this past season. During 
an exhibition with Villanova 
in November, Janet met up 

at the Pavilion with former 
roommates Jane Minzenberg 
Battaglia ’83 and Linda 
McGrath Richardson ’83 and 
her sister, Sandy Servinsky 
Scott ’84. She and other 
friends also planned a holiday 
get-together around IUP’s 
December home game against 
Gannon. All from the Class 
of ’85, they included Diane 
Clougherty Guido, Kerry 
Hughes, Karen Hayes Lala, 
Margie Johnston Miehl, and 
Mary Pat Hayes Shanahan. 
Traveling from Arizona, Karen 
had been away from the 
campus for 20 years, Janet said. 
Photos appear on the Alumni 
Extra website.

For more than 25 years, 
George Margetan ’87 worked 
for the Federal Aviation 
Administration as a radar air 
traffic controller at the Seattle 
Air Route Traffic Control Center 
in Auburn, Washington. 
Retired since last May, he plans 
to travel.

Dave Davis M’88 and his 
partner of 25 years, Ken 
Sansone, were married in 
Armstrong Redwoods State 
Park in Guerneville, California, 
in November 2015.

In January, author and cold 
war scholar Patrick Pacalo ’88 
was interviewed on radio show 
AM Ocala Live on Fox News 
affiliate WOCA in Florida. A 
retired captain in the US Army 
Reserves, Pat discussed cold war 
overtones in the Global War on 
Terror, among other topics. Go 
to the Alumni Extra website for 
a link to his interview.

Within months of her 
promotion to professor in 
Temple University’s College 
of Education, Jill Swavely 
’88 was awarded a five-
year, $2.7-million National 
Professional Development 
grant from the US Department 
of Education for her project 
Transforming School L.I.F.E. 
(Leadership, Instruction, 
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More than a decade ago, 
Viviane Philmon ’83 
discovered a mysterious 
lump on her eight-year-old 
daughter’s arm. Doctors 
made a diagnosis of 
myxofibrosarcoma, a group 
of malignant soft-tissue 
tumors, and recommended 
amputation. Last year, 
Viviane published a book, 
Armor of Faith: A Mother’s 
Memoir, about her fight 
to save her daughter’s 
arm. Born in Philadelphia 
and now living in Dover, 
Viviane holds a master’s 
degree in curriculum and 
instruction and a doctorate 
in educational leadership. 
She said her commitment 
to healthy living and 
her passion for children 
prompted her to write the 
memoir, and she hopes 
it will be “a catalyst for 
all who read it to make 
positive changes in their 
daily lives.”

and Family Engagement) for 
English Learners. The project 
aims to improve these students’ 
experiences, retention, and 
achievement in Philadelphia’s 
public middle and high schools.

Music director and associate 
professor of Louisiana State 
University Opera, Michael 
Borowitz ’89 returned 
to IUP in December as 
guest conductor for an IUP 
production of Johann Strauss’s 
Die Fledermaus (The Bat). A 
conductor and pianist, Michael 
is also music director and 
artistic director with Opéra 
Louisiane. He has served as 
artistic director of Nevada 
Opera, as music director of Ohio 
Light Opera, and as a guest 
conductor for opera companies 
and orchestras worldwide. At 
IUP, Michael studied voice 
with John Dietz and piano with 
James Staples, who “distilled 
lifetimes of artistic experience 
into their lessons,” he said. A 
graduate of Indiana schools, he 
also credits teachers Dwight 
Pecsenye ’55, Susan Lepley 
Miller ’72, M’76, and Mary Jo 
Bowes for artistic inspiration. 

Concerned about the health 
of their brother John Posa 
’89, Ann Posa ’83 and her 
other siblings have been 
spreading the word about 
his grave condition with the 
hope of raising funds to cover 
his medical care. In the fall, 
doctors diagnosed John with 
pulmonary fibrosis, a disease 
marked by scarring in the 
lungs, and said he would need 
a double lung transplant to 
survive, Ann said. In January, 
the Posa siblings started a 
crowdfunding campaign on 
the YouCaring website to 
help offset the out-of-pocket 
expenses associated with 
transplant procedures. Find 
more details on the Alumni 
Extra website.

An attorney practicing in 
Canonsburg, Stephanie 
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Facilities Operations coordinator at IUP, Michael Mann 
’94 found an unusual way to help the university promote its 
recycling efforts—through a rap video. For years, Michael had 
used rap as a form of therapy for his stutter. So when he needed 
to give a presentation last year on IUP’s recycling program, he 
knew how best to do it. IUP President Michael Driscoll was so 
impressed with Michael’s rap, titled “Facts of the Matter,” that 
he asked the university’s communications office to make a 
video. Bill Hamilton ’92, the video’s director of photography 
and editor, and Matt Burglund ’98, producer, came up with 
the concept that Michael would play the roles of everyone 
involved in the recycling process. The video features student 
members of IUP’s Ecologically Conscious Organization, and 
even President Driscoll makes a cameo. 

Michael has been on the IUP staff for 15 years. A 2007 inductee 
into the IUP Athletic Hall of Fame, he is the IUP football 
team’s all-time leading rusher and the owner of four other 
career records. His jersey number, 33, is one of only four the 
university has retired. Go to the Alumni Extra website to access 
Michael’s recycling video.

Michael Mann at the Indiana County recycling center, top, 
and as an IndiGO bus driver

WWW.IUP.EDU/MAGAZINE 29

Sewak ’89 is the 2017 president 
of the Washington County Bar 
Association.

1990s
In January, Indiana native 
Leslie Thomas Coates ’90 
became assistant director 
of Multicultural Affairs 
and Student Success at 
IUP, part of the new Center 
for Multicultural Student 
Leadership and Engagement. 
Leslie started her career in 
northern Virginia, where she 
worked in financial aid for 
a branch of National Louis 
University and for George 
Mason University. She joined 
the IUP financial aid staff in 
2006 and most recently served 
as assistant director in the Office 
of Student Conduct.

Last fall, sisters Carolyn 
Kirkpatrick Davis ’86 and 
Paula Kirkpatrick Andrei 
’91, M’92 attended the Macy’s 
Thanksgiving Day Parade in 
New York to watch Carolyn’s 
son, a senior at Homer-Center 
High School, perform with 
the Macy’s Great American 
Marching Band. Talking with 
the family in front of them, 
they found an IUP connection 
in Craig Krouse ’95, of 
Shenango Township, who was 
there with his wife and three 
kids. Craig is a vice president at 
Tier 1, Inc., in Pittsburgh, and 
Carolyn and Paula both work 
at IUP. A photo appears on the 
Alumni Extra website.

A professor of educational 
psychology at the University 
of New Mexico, Jay Parkes 
’92 coauthored with Dawn 
Zimmaro the book Learning 
and Assessing with Multiple-
Choice Questions in College 
Classrooms. Published by 
Routledge last spring, the book 
guides instructors in increasing 
the effectiveness of multiple 
choice.

An award-winning multimedia 
professional, Scott Pitts ’92 

returned to IUP in November 
to speak to Communications 
Media classes about potential 
careers in the field. Scott is a 
creative digital media manager 
for Commonwealth Media 
Services, a company that assists 
the state government with web 
and other multimedia services. 
He is also a multimedia 
developer and graphic designer 
for his own visual media 
company, Spit Digital Creative 
in Harrisburg.

Last summer’s Bill Sugra 
Memorial Golf Tournament 
raised $75,000 for local charities, 
bringing the 15-year total to 
more than $588,000. The event 
honors Bill Sugra ’93, who 
died in the September 11, 2001, 
attacks on the World Trade 
Center. The next golf outing 
will be August 25 at Green Pond 
Country Club in Bethlehem. For 
more information, go to www.
billsugramemorialfund.org.

Minister of music at 
Advent Lutheran Church in 
Harleysville, Vince Ryan 
’94, M’95 completed a tour 
of Germany in October. Vince 
was one of six international 
organists invited to perform 
during Organ Festival Week 
at the Castle Church in 
Wittenberg, where Martin 
Luther is believed to have 
posted his 95 Theses. The 
festival celebrated the 
installation of a new organ 
at the church and the start 
of a yearlong celebration of 
the 500th anniversary of the 
Reformation. Joining Vince on 
the trip were his wife, Carrie 
Faulhaber Ryan ’95, and 
Richard Thorell, IUP professor 
emeritus of music, and his wife, 
Kay, retired organist at Zion 
Lutheran Church in Indiana. 
The group traveled to seven 
cities, and Vince played 10 
instruments, including the 
organ on which G. F. Handel 
took his first lesson. Photos from 
the trip appear on the Alumni 
Extra website.
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dancer and dance instructor for 
nearly two decades.

Attorney Jason Perash ’03 
opened his own practice in 
2011 and now has offices in 
Columbia and Hunt Valley, 
Maryland. His practice areas 
include traffic violations, 
personal injury, criminal 
defense, and bankruptcy. Learn 
more at www.perashlaw.com. 

In October, journalist and 
filmmaker Melissa Troutman 
’03 returned to campus to 
discuss her research on the 
impact of hydraulic fracturing 
waste from natural gas and 
oil drilling on communities 
and the environment. She 
also screened her new 
documentary, Invisible Hand, 
about community struggles 
over the disposal of waste, 
such as in Grant Township, 
Indiana County. This is the 
second documentary by 
Melissa and her investigative 
partner, Joshua Pribanic, 
who also released Triple Divide 
in 2013. They are cofounders 
of Public Herald, a news 
nonprofit, and have been 
working on a statewide map 

ARRIVALS
1990s 
To Kim Mills Millspaugh 
’96 and Jeff Millspaugh, a 
son, Luke Patrick, February 
6, 2016. To Matthew Cox 
’99 and Keri Cotter Cox ’03, 
a daughter, Vivian Ireland, 
September 8, 2016.  

2000s 
To Jeff Rice ’02 and Nichole 
Dibert Rice ’03, a daughter, 
Rosalia Marcelle, October 30, 
2016. To Cindy Longo ’04 
and John Longo, a daughter, 
Caleigh Anne, December 
4, 2015. To Jordan Routch 
’06 and Carrie Routch, a 
son, Charlie Wendell, June 
29, 2016. To Jaime Bender 
Senge ’07, M’08 and Donald 

After joining Dress for Success 
Pittsburgh three years ago as 
director of operations, Tanya 
Vokes Mallory ’99, M’01 
is now director of corporate 
relations and programs. An 
affiliate of Dress for Success 
Worldwide, the Pittsburgh 
nonprofit aims to help women 
in Allegheny, Butler, Fayette, 
Greene, and Washington 
counties achieve financial 
independence. DFS offers a 
network of support, clothing 
for interviews or work, and 
career development services. 
Tanya said the organization is 
always looking for speakers and 
other volunteers. Learn more at 
pittsburgh.dressforsuccess.org.

2000s
The Pennsylvania State 
Association for Health, Physical 
Education, Recreation, and 
Dance named Nathan Hart 
’00, M’09 its 2016 Dance 
Teacher of the Year. Since 
studying under IUP’s Holly 
Boda-Sutton and Joan Van 
Dyke, Nathan has worked as a 

Associate director of IUP’s 
Office of Housing, Residential 
Living, and Dining, Malaika 
Moses Turner ’95, M’99, 
D’15 will be a presenter this 
spring at the 20th annual 
Regional Entry-Level Institute 
in Massachusetts. The institute 
is a professional development 
seminar for entry-level 
employees in residence life 
and other fields. Malaika will 
discuss resident education and 
student behavior.

In February of last year, Reagan 
Millspaugh welcomed home a 
new little brother, Luke Patrick. 
They live with their parents, 
Kim Mills Millspaugh ’96 
and Jeff Millspaugh, in North 
Carolina.

Born in September, Vivian 
Ireland Cox modeled her 
IUP attire for a photo that 
appears on the Alumni Extra 
website. She is the daughter of 
Matthew Cox ’99 and Keri 
Cotter Cox ’03, of Coraopolis. 

of environmental complaints 
since the hydraulic fracturing 
boom began.

A humanities teacher at 
Zurich International School in 
Switzerland, Samuel Richards 
’04 recently published a book, 
The Middle Holds: A History 
of St. Thomas Episcopal 
Church, Canonsburg, and the 
Community It Serves. The 
book explores the 150-year 
history of the Episcopalian 
community in the Chartiers 
Valley. Samuel drew from 
the church’s records, archives 
of the Episcopal Diocese of 
Pittsburgh, and interviews 
with past and present clergy 
and congregation members. 
Find more information on the 
Closson Press website.

Members of IUP’s speech-
language pathology Class of 
2006 returned to campus last 
October for a reunion and 
took in some local fall events 
with their families. The same 
weekend, graduates of the 
last three decades joined the 
program’s faculty and staff for 
Happy Hour at Benjamin’s 
restaurant. While on campus, 
Jess Dam-Anderson ’04, 

An author, motivational 
speaker, and certified career 
and life coach, Cherita 
Griffin Weatherspoon ’94, 
M’96 recently launched her 
own practice, Powerhouse 
Coaching and Mission Critical 
Consulting. She brings to the 
venture more than 20 years 
of experience in coaching 
adults on achieving their 
educational, personal, and 
professional goals. Cherita 
also has published a book, 
Go! 10 Powerful Steps to 
Accomplishing Your Goals 
and Living the Life You 
Desire. A native of Chester, she 
said her experience at IUP as a 
peer advisor, resident assistant, 
and student leader started her on her path as a public speaker. 
Now an ordained minister, she was an IUP student when she 
taught her first Bible study at Victory Christian Assembly. She 
went on to earn a doctorate in educational leadership. A mother 
of four, Cherita lives in Bear, Delaware. Learn more at www.
cheritaweatherspoon.com.

Senge, a daughter, Gabrielle 
Elizabeth, December 15, 2016.

2010s 
To Elizabeth Guckes 
Swackhammer ’11 and Matt 
Swackhammer ’11, a son, Cole 
Isaac, November 4, 2016.
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M’06, Meredith Nelson 
Eberhard ’04, M’06, Bria 
Lawrence-Millar ’04, M’06, 
Fatima Hassan Olivieri 
’05, M’07, and Lindsay Gray 
Savinda M’06 took part in 
educational sessions for the 
program’s current students. 
Photos from the reunion are on 
the Alumni Extra website.

An IUP English graduate, 
Ashley Broz O’Neil ’06 
became a registered nurse in 
December after completing 
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the program at Montgomery 
College in Silver Spring, 
Maryland. She plans to work 
in geriatric nursing. While at 
IUP, Ashley worked part-
time as a hospitality aide at 
an area nursing home. After 
graduation, she worked as a 
freelance editor and transcriber. 
A photo of Ashley and her 
husband, Matthew O’Neil 
’04, at her nursing graduation 
ceremony appears on the 
Alumni Extra website. 

Timothy Jordan Routch 
welcomed a new little brother, 
Charlie Wendell, in June. They 
are the children of Jordan 
Routch ’06 and his wife, Carrie, 
of Pittsburgh.

Last fall, Altoona-based 
convenience store chain Sheetz 
hired Nick Ruffner ’06 as 
public relations manager. 
Nick’s work in public relations 
began with the Pennsylvania 
House of Representatives, and 
he most recently served as 

communications director for 
Congressman Glenn Thompson, 
whose fifth district encompasses 
north central Pennsylvania. 
Nick previously worked as 
regional news director for 
Renda Broadcasting in Indiana 
and as a reporter and anchor 
for WJAC-TV in Johnstown. 
He holds a master’s degree 
in broadcast journalism from 
Syracuse.

In December, the US Army 
promoted Matthew Shoenfelt 
’06 to major in a ceremony at 
the state capitol in Harrisburg. 
An active duty officer since 
his IUP graduation, he is 
attending the Command and 
General Staff College at Fort 
Leavenworth, Kansas. Last fall, 
Matthew earned a master of 
public administration degree 
from Villanova. He is married 
to Vanessa Malave Shoenfelt 
’06.

Owner of Chriswell Law Offices 
in Indiana, attorney Marshall 
Chriswell ’07 was named 
to Pennsylvania Business 
Central’s Foremost under 40 list 
for 2016. While he was working 
in Washington, DC, Marshall’s 
representation of low-income 
residents earned him the Earl 
H. Davis Advocacy Award 
and the Equal Justice America 
Fellowship.

When Safety+Health, the 
official magazine of the 
National Safety Council, chose 
its 2016 Rising Stars of Safety, it 
included Aaron Schoemaker 
’07 of M. C. Dean, Inc., in 
Sterling, Virginia; Christopher 
Stibitz ’07, M’10 of Schneider 
Electric in Middletown; and 
Daniel Ashworth, a current 
IUP doctoral student, of BWX 
Technologies in Lynchburg, 
Virginia.

A graduate of the 139th 
Highway Patrol Basic School, 
Leland Geletka ’08 recently 
joined the North Carolina State 
Highway Patrol.
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1980s
Dave Davis M’88 to Ken 
Sansone, November 17, 2015. 

1990s
Sally Schall ’91 to Edward 
Fink, November 12, 2016. 

WEDDINGS
2000s
Samantha Jones ’08 to 
Craig Parks ’09, October 15, 
2016.

2010s
Daniel Kushnir ’12 to 
Andrea Harring, October 15, 
2016. Ashley Mullican ’13 
to Zachary Kempa ’14, May 
20, 2016.

In November, the University of Pennsylvania installed in 
the Singh Center for Nanotechnology’s rooftop garden an 
aluminum sculpture titled Elation: In Red, by Jason Burgess 
’02. A self-employed artist living in Lancaster, Jason has 
fulfilled client requests for projects ranging from portraiture 
to landscaping to barn restoration and outdoor sculpture. He 
came to IUP from the Williamsport area, where some of his 
commissioned works continue to be part of the landscape. 
Jason has also worked as an apprentice metals finisher for Art 
Research Enterprises, as a vocational mentor for a young artist 
with disabilities, and as a renovator and artist for a real-estate 
company in Rochester, New York. 

Jason studied under James Nestor at IUP and said his time at 
the university was among the “most creative and focused of 
my life.” He participated in a semester-long exchange at the 
Academy of Fine Arts at the University of Zagreb, Croatia. In 
2000, he received the International Sculpture Conference’s 
Outstanding Student Achievement Award and helped organize 
Sculpture @ Carnegie Steel, an affiliated event at which more 
than 30 IUP students and alumni exhibited their work.

When Donald Trump 
defied odds to win the 
presidential election 
last November, many 
wondered how the 
pollsters and pundits got 
it so wrong. Baltimore 
Magazine sought 
answers from an expert, 
Mileah Kromer ’03, 
associate professor of 
political science and 
director of the Sarah T. 
Hughes Field Politics 
Center at Goucher College 
in Maryland.

As director of the Hughes 
Center, Mileah oversees 
the oft-cited Goucher 
Poll. Run by students, the 
poll surveys the people of Maryland on political, social, and 
economic hot topics. 

Mileah told Baltimore senior editor Ron Cassie that nationwide 
polls were off by about 4 percent, which falls within the typical 
margin of error. She said she also suspects Trump voters may 
have opted out of polls—“It goes hand-in-hand with their 
distrust of the mainstream media”—which would have skewed 
the results.

As to why political pundits, too, missed the call, she told Cassie 
she thinks they were focused on Trump’s controversial remarks 
and missed how the messages beneath were resonating 
with voters. “What working class voters heard was a tough 
stance on ISIS, economic policies that centered on protecting 
manufacturing jobs, and harsh criticism of the Washington 
establishment,” she said.

Following November’s surprise results, Mileah said she would 
be busy researching the polling strategies and methodologies 
that performed best in 2016. “My main focus is producing 
accurate polling in Maryland,” she said. “We have a high-profile 
gubernatorial election coming up in 2018, and I want to get it 
right.”

A frequent commentator on Maryland politics, Mileah also has 
lent her expertise to the Washington Post, NPR, the Boston 
Globe, Glamour, and U.S. News & World Report.

She earned a doctorate in political science from Louisiana State 
University and served as a research associate in LSU’s Public 
Policy Research Lab. She also is a past assistant director of the 
Elon University Poll.

A native of Homer City, Mileah lives in Federal Hill, Baltimore, 
with her husband, Mike Madden ’02. She is a 2011 recipient 
of IUP’s Young Alumni Achievement Award. See more from 
Mileah in Vantage Point on page 36.
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Professional filmmaker Natalia 
Kaniasty ’08 returned to 
campus in December to show 
her short film, Home Range, 
and to talk to students about her 
career. Starring Brett Mack ’05, 
the 2014 film is about a veteran 
who struggles in his return to 
civilian life. A graduate of IUP’s 
Cook Honors College, Natalia 
is also a product of New York 
University’s Tisch School of the 
Arts.

2010s
IUP journalism graduate 
Jessica Brown Mey ’11 
has published her first book, 
Marcella Umbrella and the 
‘What Ifs,’ to help children deal 
with anxiety. Jessica told the 
Indiana Gazette that she grew 
up with anxiety and “wanted to 
give other children the kind of 

An Army captain living in 
Washington state, Cynthia 
Anzulewicz Holuta ’06 
is featured in an online 
project, Military Women, 
by photographer and Army 
officer Jennifer McIntyre.

Cynthia said she entered 
the ROTC at IUP with 
some hesitation, in spite 
of growing up around the 
Army with a career officer 
father. One of her fondest 
memories, she said in 
the profile, was her IUP 
graduation, when she and 
her husband and fellow 
ROTC graduate, Matthew Holuta ’06, led their class into the 
Memorial Field House gymnasium.

Since that time, she has served in Iraq and Afghanistan and 
earned a master’s degree in public relations from Georgetown 
University. She and Matthew have two children.

Throughout her career, Cynthia said, she has benefited from 
the guidance of veteran female officers. “They schooled me 
where necessary, had my back when I needed it, and validated 
that I knew my stuff.” She said she looks forward one day to 
mentoring junior officers in the same way.

Read Cynthia’s full profile at jennifer-mcintyre.com/military-
women. 

comfort that I needed.” Jessica 
said she hopes to have a series 
of Marcella-themed stories. She 
lives in Pittsburgh with her 
husband, Mike.

Kyle MacDonald M’11 
was promoted to director of 
graduate admissions at Boston 
University’s Questrom School 
of Business.

Three alumnae of IUP’s 
College of Natural Sciences 
and Mathematics returned 
to campus in the fall to talk 
to students about graduate 
school and employment 
opportunities. Taking part in a 
panel discussion on the topic 
were Sarah Raneri Papa 
M’11, Becki Beadling ’14, and 
Ashleigh Craig ’14. Sarah is 
lead business analyst for UPMC 
Health Plan, Becki is pursuing 

When the History Channel placed 10 contenders in Patagonia, 
South America, for Season 3 of the television series Alone, 
among them was IUP criminology graduate Dan Wowak ’04. 
In this reality series, cast members self-document their day-
to-day activities as they compete to see who can live in the 
wilderness the longest and win the $500,000 grand prize.

A longtime hunter, fisherman, and trapper, Dan was working 
at a survival school in Ohio when the Alone production team 
approached him. His Patagonia experience started last May, 
which is late fall in South America, and Dan “tapped out,” or 
called it quits via satellite phone, after 51 days of living off the 
land.

His strategy was to conserve energy and burn as few calories 
as possible. At one point, he went seven days without food. 
Although he welcomed the chance to test his survival 
strategies, he ultimately stopped chasing the prize because he 
wanted to be home with his family.

“You realize money isn’t what makes life better,” he said. “You 
make your life better.”

Dan lives in Mahanoy City with his wife, Brooke, principal at 
Shenandoah Valley Elementary School, and their two-year-old 
son, Jax.

After returning home, he started a company, Coalcracker 
Bushcraft, which leads classes for people of all ages on topics 
ranging from camping to long-term wilderness survival. 
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Landon Weaver, a Pennsylvania state 
trooper and former IUP criminology student, 
was killed December 30 while responding to 
a domestic complaint in Huntingdon County. 
Hundreds attended his funeral, and media 
photos showed a sea of state troopers lined up 
outside the Blair County Convention Center 
after the service.

Born in Altoona, Landon was a 2012 graduate 
of Central High School in Martinsburg. He 
started at IUP the following fall with the 
Class of 2016 and left in December 2015 to 
attend the state police academy in Hershey.

Two weeks before his graduation from the 
academy in June, Landon married his high 
school sweetheart and best friend since the 
seventh grade, Macy Gottshall ’16. Macy 
said becoming a state trooper was Landon’s 
lifelong dream. “He lived his life to ensure 
that dream would come true,” she said. “He 
was the hardest working person I’ve ever 
met.”

Leaving IUP a semester short of graduating, 
Landon told criminology faculty member Jon 
Cooper he intended to come back. Cooper 
described Landon as a “good sport.” He called 
him “Lando,” after Star Wars’ Lando Calrissian, 
and while Landon may not have understood 
the reference, “he would smile and take it,” Cooper said.

In his Race and Justice class, Landon excelled in his handling of racially and socioeconomically 
charged topics, Cooper said. “He was always sensitive in his answers, always thoughtful. Those are 
the kinds of people you want on the street protecting you.”

Fellow faculty member John Lewis M’02, D’06 described Landon as the “best of the best” and said 
he was proud to recommend him for the police academy. “He was going into the force for the right 
reasons,” Lewis said. “He knew he could make a change in society. He knew he could make it better.”

Lewis said one of Landon’s best qualities as an officer was his “delete button,” or his ability to leave 
the past in the past. “He was definitely a peacemaker,” Lewis said. “It’s a horrible loss for the entire 
commonwealth. He’s a model of what we want in the police force.”
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Landon Weaver and Macy Gottshall Weaver 
after Landon’s graduation from the state police 
academy in June

band to enter the Marines. The 
CD’s eight original songs weave 
the genres of rock, reggae, soul, 
funk, and folk, Paul said. Black 
Ridge got its start about five 
years ago playing the Brown 
Hotel and other Indiana 
venues. Since that time, the 
band has traveled all over 
western Pennsylvania playing 
original material, as well as 
covers of Bob Seger, Sly and 
the Family Stone, the Doors, 

Jimi Hendrix, and more. Other 
past members and contributors 
have included Nate Herby, 
Nate McMahon, Stefan 
Petrigac, and Seth Ross. Find 
more information at www.
blackridge.bandcamp.com.

her PhD in geosciences at 
the University of Arizona, 
and Ashleigh, a Cook Honors 
College graduate, is in the 
Mathematical Sciences master’s 
program at Clemson. Becki and 
Ashleigh also gave individual 
presentations on their current 
activities. 

Last fall, the Radnor Township 
Board of Commissioners 
honored police officer 
Stephanie Racht ’11 for her 
quick action in response to a 
house fire. While on routine 
patrol, Stephanie spotted and 
reported the fire and helped the 
residents to safety. According to 
newspaper reports, Stephanie 
had been with the department 
less than a year at the time of 
the fire.

IUP’s Student Cooperative 
Association promoted Amy 
Silveri ’11 in January to 
assistant director of operations 
at the Co-op Store. Previously 
the customer service leader, 
Amy has worked at the Co-op 
Store for nearly a decade. She is 
pursuing a master’s degree in 
human resource management 
at Robert Morris University.

A junior engineer at SRI 
International, Rachel Umbel 
’11 returned to campus last 
fall to give a presentation on 
techniques for deposition (the 
transfer of material) in the 
semiconductor field. SRI is a 
nonprofit research institute 
headquartered in Menlo Park, 
California.

Married last May, Ashley 
Mullican Kempa ’13 and 
Zach Kempa ’14 celebrated the 
event in September with family 
and friends.

In October, Eden Ratliff ’13, 
M’14 was named Greencastle’s 
borough manager. A native of 
West Chester, he previously 
served as Ford City borough 
manager after starting with the 
borough as an intern.

Last May, Indiana band Black 
Ridge released its self-titled 
debut CD. Current band 
members include Paul Chakot 
’16 on lead vocals and guitar; 
Alec Zander Redd ’14, lead 
vocals and saxophone; Cody 
Lemmon, bass and background 
vocals; Matt Bortz, lead guitar; 
and current IUP student 
Mike Conrad on drums. The 
drummer on the album, Jake 
LeJeune ’16, recently left the 
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DEATHS
1930: Jennette Davis Berti
1937: Mary Rita Theiss 
Plowman
1940: Olive Playfoot 
Swearengin
1941: Rosemary Williams 
Wallace
1943: Ruth Landis Arch, 
Elizabeth McGeary Arscott
1944: Betty Kring Good, Vera 
Cramer Shultz, Roberta St. Clair
1945: Martha Perry Martin
1946: Willard Dominick, John 
Miscoe 
1947: Glenn Shope
1948: Donald Morford
1949: Anna Vink Harford, 
Elizabeth Taylor Surra
1950: Daniel Harmon, James 
Hill, Loyal (Jake) Weaver Jr. 
1951: Jeanne MacNeil Allison, 
James Laughlin*
1952: Emily Batluck-Auld, 
Willanna Millen Diciero, Clara 
Jo Colaianni Sakaluk
1953: Jacqueline Garnic 
Lauffer, Shirley Engelhardt 
Tranquill
1954: Marshall Del Greco, 
James Prencipe, Yvonne Galli 
Trettel
1956: Joanna Bollman Jervis, 
Allen Stevenson
1957: Lois Dunkle Cunard, 
David Frick, David Wiedemann
1958: Harry Glowa, Ruth 
Martin Haude, Donald 
Mowrey, Richard Stevenson, 
Laroux Black Toomey, Elizabeth 
Toth

1959: Kathleen Hoffman
1960: Peter Gresh, Helen Hook, 
Ruth Janus Romesberg
1961: Rosemary Copenhaver 
Reynolds, Carol Tobias Vesco
1962: Marcia Emery Banze
1963: Anna Margaret Mayer 
Banks, Daniel Harshman, 
Lynne Houck, Richard Kosic, 
Richard Shields
1964: Doris Murray 
Hendershot, Gerald Malecki, 
Allen Thomas, Myrtle 
Zimmerman
1965: Alex Afton (M), Mary 
Edgar Cornish, Raymond 
Grzywinski, Charles Hauser Jr. 
(M)
1966: Barry Selner
1967: Anthony Basciano, Rocco 
DeChurch, Richard Saniga
1968: David Angelo, James 
Hemphill, Jack Hemskey (M), 
Clyde Richardson, George 
Spinelli
1970: Jack Acheson, Edgar 
Salkeld
1971: Donald Fereday, Barbara 
Sedok Henderson, Bonnie 
Hartman Pryber
1972: Edwin Spears
1973: Mary Wallace Barnes, 
Mary Koontz Custer, William 
Davis, Chris Hennessy, Brian 
Sonnie
1974: Thomas Beranty, Marsha 
Delaney (M), Betty McElfresh 
Jackson, Gary McGough
1976: Christine Ernharth 
Hunnicutt (M), John Jevicky Sr., 

Regina Kiel, Barbara Oberleiter 
Lagoon, Robert Niles
1977: Carla Waltz Bower, Janice 
Huston
1978: Mary Beth Scott
1979: Benton Butler, Cynthia 
Shevenaugh Hatcher, Deidre 
Hixson, Richard MacIsaac, John 
Pietrolaj (M), Patricia Zoelle 
Steinitz
1981: Sherrie Krevolin, Glenn 
Falatovich
1982: Shirley Glantz (M), 
Katherine Smith Zellefrow
1985: Alice Ritchey (M)
1986: Ruth Jancisin Blotzer, 
Luann Schiffhauer
1987: Richard Ingold, Karl 
Kalbaugh, Kathy Somerville 
(M)
1989: Dean Rogers (M)
1990: Taylor Mestelman Davy 
(D), Jesse Maxwell
1991: Elizabeth Colton Duchon
1992: Mariel Bird (M), Carla 
Terry Johnson
1993: Kelly Genzel, Marc 
Wojtanowski
1996: Daunice Bunn
1997: Jolene Stanley
1998: Andy Martin
1999: Drax Felton, Erica 
Rusiewicz Hower
2004: Kelly Lightcap
2010: Joyce Graff (M)

*current or former faculty member, 
staff member, or administrator

Note: In cases in which more than 
one IUP degree was earned, the year 
of only the first degree is indicated. 

Deaths of faculty members are 
reported in the Mentors section of 
this issue. 

Other Deaths
Richard Baginski, who retired 
as associate director of Housing 
and Residence Life in 2010 
after 28 years of service, died 
November 15, 2016.

Alverda Fetterman, who 
retired in 1986 after 15 years of 
service as a domestic worker, 
died November 6, 2016.

Myrna Jack, who retired 
from the Student Cooperative 
Association in 1991 after 
18 years of service as an 
information desk receptionist, 
died November 11, 2016. 

Edward McCreery, who 
retired in 2003 after 28 years 
of service as a carpenter and 
locksmith, died October 11, 
2016.

Robert Scholfield Sr., who 
retired from the Office of the 
Cashier in 1999 after 30 years 
of service, died October 20, 
2016. He was the first African 
American to hold the position 
of supervisor at IUP.

Caleb Zweig, an IUP junior 
and English major, died 
February 4, 2017.

REUNIONS
Upcoming events organized by IUP’s Office of Alumni Relations 
include the Class of 1967’s 50-year reunion on May 12 and 
13, University Night at PNC Park on May 17, IUP Day at 
Kennywood on July 16, and Homecoming on October 7. Watch 
www.alumni.iup.edu for details.

Alumni who were part of the IUP Orienteering Club will get 
together June 10 to celebrate the 45th anniversary of the club’s 
founding. For more information, send e-mail to Mark Frank ’78 
at orienteer7@aol.com.

Sisters of Alpha Omicron Pi/Gamma Beta plan to get together 
August 10 in Indiana. For more information, send e-mail to 
gammabeta6@gmail.com.

Brothers of Phi Alpha Zeta/Tau Kappa Epsilon from the 
classes of 1950 to 1970 are planning a luncheon September 
7 at 1:00 p.m. at Rock Bass Grill in Wormleysburg. For more 
information, contact Sam St. Clair ’56 at 814-353-4135 or Cliff 
Cox ’56, M’59, M’68 at 814-734-1081.



Bill and Judy Scheeren believe they are 
responsible for the future.

A member of the Class of 1968, Bill earned a 
degree in education from IUP and the honor of 
being a Distinguished Military Graduate. After 
military service, he entered the education arena 
and eventually became chairman of Hempfield 
Area School District’s Library Department, 
which consists of 11 school libraries. He also 
is an adjunct faculty member at Saint Vincent 
College. Judy is a longtime technology professor 
at Westmoreland County Community College. 

Both earned graduate degrees—Bill at the 
doctoral level and Judy at the master’s level—
and both believe in education’s ability to change 
a student’s life. In fact, they both have been 
affiliated with Achieving the Dream, a national 
nonprofit group that helps community college 
students stay in school. 

Bill said his IUP education prepared him well, 
not just for a career in the schools, but also for 
making smart decisions throughout his life. 
He and Judy believe it is crucial that those who 
feel education has served them well show their 
support. In light of declining support for higher 
education and a societal need for more students 
to pursue higher education, they are investing 
in long-term fashion by making an estate 
commitment to IUP.

“It is easy to sit back and think or 
say that someone else will take 
care of the issues, but that is just 
fuzzy thinking,” Bill said. “We hope 
that our support will allow the 
most talented students at IUP to 
continue with their educations and 
achieve their aspirations and goals.”

If you would like to join the Scheerens and invest in IUP’s future, please contact Evan Bohnen, associate vice president for 
development at IUP, for details and options about immediate or estate gifts.  
Send e-mail to iup-giving@iup.edu or call 855-477-5266.

TAKING RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE FUTURE
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Months after the presidential election, the fracture the campaign 
created still appears vast and far from repair or even bridging. The 
question in this installment of Vantage Point:

Abbas Ali, Professor, Management, and Editor, How to 
Manage for International Competitiveness

During different historical stages, nations are often confronted 
with divisive issues. Polarization and passion are a striking reality. 
However, nations under thoughtful and spirited leaders can 
overcome difficulties that otherwise appear to be fatal. Indeed, the 
very factors that fraction a nation can lead to strengthening its social 
fabric. Just before the election of President Kennedy in 1960, the 
nation was polarized. The election of the charismatic leader turned 
out to be instrumental in bringing the nation together.  

Under the Trump administration, the US has a pressing need 
for a compassionate message of hope, inclusion, caring, and 
tolerance. Those who seek comfort and assurance of the absence 
of intolerance and bigotry should feel they are welcomed and 
appreciated. An enlightened leader should reach out to ethnic and 
religious minorities and demonstrate intention at every step that 
the administration takes. This will deepen unity and minimize 
alienation.

David Chambers, Associate Professor and Chair, Political 
Science

Alexander Hamilton feared the dangers of a politics emphasizing 
“talents for low intrigue, and the little arts of popularity.” He and the 
other framers of the Constitution aimed to prevent the expedients 
of the moment from damaging the public good. Despite their efforts, 
these “little arts” have become a noxious part of our national political 
life, lying at the heart of the corrosive partisanship that poisons 
our discourse. How do we rise above this pettiness and rediscover 
the power of our national motto, e pluribus unum (out of many, 
one)? In a plea for consensus on the final day of an acrimonious 
Constitutional Convention, Benjamin Franklin implored his 
colleagues to “doubt a little of [their] own infallibility” and “sacrifice 
[their biases of the moment] to the Public Good.” Franklin’s advice 
marks the path to the national reconciliation we seek. But, it is 
neither a quick fix nor an easy solution.    

Krys Kaniasty, Professor, Psychology, and Coauthor, 
“Can Appraisals of Common Political Life Events Impact 
Subjective Well-Being?” in the Journal of Applied Social 
Psychology

I research how people cope with disasters. Our country is 
experiencing processes resembling public reactions to human-
caused disasters like technological catastrophes, industrial accidents, 
chemical spills, or drinking water contamination. I am not being 
facetious or taking a political stance. The term “toxic or corrosive 
communities” frequents scientific literature describing socio-
psychological fallouts of such events. Affected communities bitterly 
debate the severity of harm and divide into antagonistic factions 
that try to empower themselves by forming competing social 
forces. Deleterious psychological consequences of human-induced 
catastrophes persist longer than those of natural disasters. Yet, our 
research also shows that people eventually recover because we 
are resilient. What helps to recover? A sense of cooperation created 
by superordinate goals. Inalienable rights like life, liberty, and the 
pursuit of happiness are not partisan issues. Make America great for 
all, but do not forget the world we all share. Simple.

Mary Williams, Professor, Nursing and Allied Health 
Professions, and Interim Dean, College of Health and Human 
Services

At one time, health care delivery was physician centered. Efforts to 
reduce the costs associated with care eventually led to insurance 
companies’ becoming the drivers of health care. This created a 
flawed system; care has not improved or become more affordable. 
The US is one of five countries with the highest infant mortality 
rates in the world. After a divisive election, political parties remain 
polarized, with no indication of a united commitment to fix health 
care delivery and reimbursement issues. While well intended, 
the current system [Affordable Care Act] has not proven to be the 
solution. Is there hope for creating a fair, accessible system that 
results in better care delivery at an affordable cost? In my opinion, 
members of Congress will be motivated to work collaboratively on a 
quality, affordable health care system only when they are mandated 
to be covered by the same health care plans as the rest of the country.

Mileah Kromer ’03*, Assistant Professor, Political Science and 
International Relations, and Director, Sarah T. Hughes Field 
Politics Center, Goucher College 

A great way to come together after a divisive campaign is to focus 
attention on our state and local governments. These elected officials 
do amazing work for their respective communities that is often 
overshadowed by the politicking at the federal level. There is this 
great adage about the work our local officials perform: There is no 
Democratic or Republican way to fill a pothole. A perfect sentiment 
in these divided times.

Interestingly, citizens know far less about the governments that are 
closest to them! We should step away from cable news and attend 
a local community meeting or public forum, volunteer our time to 
improve our neighborhoods, and take an opportunity to meet with 
elected officials. Even the most heated discussions feel less divisive 
face-to-face than they do on Facebook. The cure for political division 
is local thinking and active engagement.

*See more from Mileah Kromer on page 32.

VANTAGE POINT

How can Americans come 
together under the new 
administration after last year’s 
hard-fought, divisive presidential 
campaign? 



Bill and Judy Scheeren believe they are 
responsible for the future.

A member of the Class of 1968, Bill earned a 
degree in education from IUP and the honor of 
being a Distinguished Military Graduate. After 
military service, he entered the education arena 
and eventually became chairman of Hempfield 
Area School District’s Library Department, 
which consists of 11 school libraries. He also 
is an adjunct faculty member at Saint Vincent 
College. Judy is a longtime technology professor 
at Westmoreland County Community College. 

Both earned graduate degrees—Bill at the 
doctoral level and Judy at the master’s level—
and both believe in education’s ability to change 
a student’s life. In fact, they both have been 
affiliated with Achieving the Dream, a national 
nonprofit group that helps community college 
students stay in school. 

Bill said his IUP education prepared him well, 
not just for a career in the schools, but also for 
making smart decisions throughout his life. 
He and Judy believe it is crucial that those who 
feel education has served them well show their 
support. In light of declining support for higher 
education and a societal need for more students 
to pursue higher education, they are investing 
in long-term fashion by making an estate 
commitment to IUP.

“It is easy to sit back and think or 
say that someone else will take 
care of the issues, but that is just 
fuzzy thinking,” Bill said. “We hope 
that our support will allow the 
most talented students at IUP to 
continue with their educations and 
achieve their aspirations and goals.”

If you would like to join the Scheerens and invest in IUP’s future, please contact Evan Bohnen, associate vice president for 
development at IUP, for details and options about immediate or estate gifts.  
Send e-mail to iup-giving@iup.edu or call 855-477-5266.

TAKING RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE FUTURE



HOMECOMING IS OCTOBER 7, 2017.
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At the top of these stairs is Breezedale’s 
cupola. The original view it afforded was 
one of tree-dotted lawns and Pennsylvania 
Railroad tracks. Today, that has given way 
to the facades of Whitmyre, Elkin, and 
the Northern Suites. Built as a private 
residence in the 1860s, Breezedale had 
a second life as student housing and as 
an academic building after its purchase 
by the commonwealth in 1947. Since the 
building’s restoration in the late 1980s, it 
has been home to IUP’s Office of Alumni 
Relations. 

WINDING INTO HISTORY
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