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Campaign Helps Students

on Path to  
Bigger Things
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LANDMARK LETTERS
Adorning Stapleton Library’s southern 
face, this aluminum sign has been a 
popular backdrop for student selfies 
since its August installation.



Everything has changed.

Since the COVID pandemic arrived in the spring of 2020, all of us have 
been impacted in ways we could not have predicted. It challenged us to 
do things differently, and we became keenly aware of how everything we 
do has an impact on others.

The pandemic is not over yet, but we are slowly getting back to what we 
call the “ever-changing normal.” Our students, most of whom studied 
online for more than a year, have been back on campus since the fall. The 
events that bring our communities together have also returned. 

But everything has changed. Social distancing is now the norm, as is 
masking inside IUP buildings. Sanitizing our campus continues, and 
it will for a while longer as we do our part to keep everyone as safe as 
possible. It’s about impacts. We aim to have positive ones, whether they 
be in the classroom, in the laboratory, or in any way. 

In this issue, you’ll see stories on a wide range of topics. From students 
who have benefited directly from the Imagine Unlimited campaign to an 
alumna who cracked codes for the Allied forces during World War II to 
the upcoming book detailing IUP’s long and illustrious history to a profile 
of an alumnus who is working to make life easier for dads on the move—
these are stories about IUP people we are proud of.

The common thread laced through these stories is the impact IUP has. 

When I read an early proof of 1965 graduate and professor emeritus 
Charles Cashdollar’s history of our university, The IUP Story: Indiana 
University of Pennsylvania, from Normal School to University, I was 
impressed with how, no matter the times or the circumstances, IUP has 
always had an impact locally and globally. 

These stories show it. They reveal how we influence the students who 
come here and how we prepare them to go out and positively make their 
mark on the world. 

While everything has indeed changed at IUP because of the world 
around us, I’m proud to see that IUP has not changed the way it impacts 
the world. 

In this sense, our “ever-changing normal” will not change. We are 
committed to making a positive impact. Look inside and you’ll see.

Michael Driscoll 
President

MESSAGE FROM THE

PRES IDENT

It’s All about Impact
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With help from social media, 
Donte Palmer has turned an 
inconvenience for fathers into a 
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The Innovators

Making Lightbulb Moments

This video series features faculty, students, and staff 
who are pursuing new ways of doing things.  
Watch at IUP.edu/innovators.

Since getting his start in diversity education as an 
undergraduate, Justin Brown M’13 has given more 
than a thousand trainings across the country.  
Read more at IUP.edu/justinbrown.

WEB All in the Pool
Three siblings achieving All-America status was a 
feat not seen in IUP history—until the Mikesells 
made a splash at the NCAA Division II swimming 
and diving championships last spring.  
Go to IUP.edu/Mikesell.
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An Uplifting Program
I was inspired to read Edith Cord’s story in 
the Winter/Spring 2021 issue. Toward the 
end of her article, she references tutoring in 
conjunction with the School of Education. 
An organization that many students may 
remember is Operation Uplift, which was 
started by a VISTA [Volunteers in Service 
to America] volunteer in the late 1960s and 
continued into the late 1970s. Operation 
Uplift got referrals from elementary school 
teachers for their students who could 
benefit from tutoring and paired them with 
IUP students who volunteered at least 
once a week to tutor math and/or English. 
Operation Uplift drove the volunteers to 
communities like Homer City, Black Lick, 
and Clymer weeknights so the children 
could receive one-on-one tutoring in their 
town community building or church. The 
experiences were a win-win for everyone; 
the volunteers got a chance to use their 
teaching skills, and the children benefited 
with a sort of “educational Big Brothers Big 
Sisters.” About once a year, we would bring 
some children onto the IUP campus so 
they could have the experience of being in 
a college environment. This was a real eye-
opener for children who may not have had 
that experience otherwise.

Starting as a van driver, then as a tutor, 
then as the evaluation chairman, I saw 
firsthand the improvement in grades after 
the children participated in the tutoring. 
The quantitative measures were part of the 
success stories reported to the local agencies 
that supported Operation Uplift.

In 1975 we expanded to include volunteers 
from the Kittanning branch campus to tutor 
a handful of elementary students in that 
community. I eventually lost track of the 
program, but I hope it continued for some 
years.

Glenn Reinhart ’74
Buellton, CA

Swimming Pool’s Past
In the Winter/Spring issue, the article by 
Edith Cord and the Mack Park swimming 
pool reminded me of a story of an Indiana 
High School football star. His name was Jim 
Nance. 

Mr. Nance, who was African American, 
grew up in Indiana. He was an outstanding 
player at the high school who went on to be 

an All-American at Syracuse and a pro for 
the Boston Patriots.

The town of Indiana decided to hold an 
event honoring Mr. Nance at Mack Park. 
While addressing the crowd, he said, “I find 
it ironic that an event honoring me is being 
held beside a swimming pool that would 
not allow me in while I was growing up in 
the town of Indiana.”

Bob Risaliti ’74
Mechanicsburg, PA

A Rights Education That Came 
with Pie
I very much enjoyed Edith Cord’s article 
in the Winter/Spring issue; it was both 
surprising and eye-opening. I was a 
student at Indiana from 1964 to 1967 but 
was unaware of most of the activities Mrs. 
Cord describes during that time. I guess 
that speaks to how egocentric our lives are. 
During my first year at Indiana, I remember 
frequenting a coffeehouse in the basement 
of the home of Lutheran campus minister 
Roy Hoch and his wife, Mary Jane. There 
we sang protest songs “We Shall Overcome” 
and “The Back of the Bus,” including in the 
latter a verse about swimming in Mack 
pool. I also remember Miss Lingenfelter, a 
teacher at Keith School, leading us in protest 
songs.

Then, in the summer of 1965, through the 
mission arm of the Presbyterian church, I 
took a job as a counselor at Camp Norge, 
a resident camp in Rockland County, 
New York, serving children from the 
South Bronx, most of whom were Black or 
Latinx. This was a remarkable experience, 
especially since I spent free weekends 
in the South Bronx visiting families of 
campers and other counselors. When I 
got back to campus that fall, I became 
more active in learning about racial 
discrimination and working to overcome it 
under the mentorship of Rev. Bill Richard, 
Presbyterian campus minister. 

In the spring of 1967, when I returned 
to campus after being away student 
teaching, I was given the opportunity to 
room with Emiko Takeuchi, a student from 
Japan. She introduced me to the rest of 
the small foreign student body, including 
Gallia Kallon from Sierra Leone, David 
Kibirigi from Uganda, and a couple from 
South Africa whose names escape me 
but for whose young daughters, Manda 

and Sheba, I used to babysit. I learned a 
tremendous amount from this group. That 
spring I became a founding member of a 
group we called the Committee for Social 
Expansion, which worked with Reverend 
Richard and the college administration 
to contact Black high school students in 
Pittsburgh, arranging for them to tour the 
Indiana campus and encouraging them 
to apply. There was some pushback from 
Indiana students. One wrote a letter to the 
student newspaper, questioning the need 
to promote the education of Black students 
from Pittsburgh. I wrote a letter in reply, 
saying that our goal was not just to promote 
their education but to promote ours, as well. 
How can one consider oneself educated if 
there is a whole sector of society with whom 
one has no experience?

One other very fond memory I have of my 
years at Indiana: The details are fuzzy after 
more than half a century, but I remember 
a group of us attending a church service in 
Chevy Chase one Sunday morning. After 
the service, a woman from the congregation 
invited me to lunch at her house, and I 
accepted. It was just the two of us, and what 
I remember is her warm hospitality—that 
and the sweet potato pie she served for 
dessert. I had never liked sweet potatoes, but 
her pie was delicious, and I’ve loved sweet 
potatoes ever since.  

Judy Love-Fischer ’67
Scotch Plains, NJ

LETTERS
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Nancy: Setting the Record 
Straight 
I was pleasantly surprised to see how 
much time and energy have been devoted 
to establishing the actual starting date of 
the IUP French Studies program at the 
University of Nancy in recent issues of this 
magazine. Since I was the person who took 
the first group of IUP students to study there 
in the spring of 1977, I thought it would 
be fitting for me to add some background 
information.

Those were heady times for IUP, the 
’70s. We were still the only state-owned 
university, and students would walk 
barefoot on hot coals to be admitted. We 
had a very young and energetic president, 
Robert Wilburn, who wasn’t afraid to 
try something new. Add to the mix a 
very supportive associate dean with a 
background in foreign languages, Suzanne 
Hudson, and everything fell into place.

In the spring of 1977, we [Drescher and his 
wife, who also brought their three children] 
took three students to study at what was 
then the Université de Nancy II and is now 
known as the Université de Lorraine. The 
first IUP students in the Nancy program 
were Leigh Ann Galbraith, Patty Shields, 
and Terri Vosko. Part of my mission, in 
addition to establishing the study program, 
was to develop internships for students to 
get practical experience using their French 
by working at French companies during 

the summer. The first IUP student to do an 
internship in France was Terri Vosko, who 
worked for Ferry-Perfocarte in the outskirts 
of Nancy.

Since the program seemed to be off to 
a successful start, I was asked to return 
for academic year 1977-78. That fall 
semester enrolled a group of 12 students. 
In the summer of 1978, these students did 
internships at the Paris office of UNESCO 
[United Nations Educational, Scientific, and 
Cultural Organization], the Agence France 
Presse (French equivalent of the Associated 
Press), IBM’s Paris office, and Air France at 
Orly Airport, among others.

This was an exceptional group of students. 
In the picture, taken in the spring of 1978, 
the student at front left is Marla Sabo, who 
went on to become president and chief 
operating officer of Christian Dior Couture 
Americas and was featured on the cover of 
the Fall 2007 issue of IUP Magazine.

In the summer of 1978, my time in Nancy 
was over, and my friend and colleague, 
now-retired IUP French professor Foster 
Jones, moved his family to Nancy and 
took over. But by 1984, we needed to add 
a summer program in France for students 
who couldn’t spend an entire year or 
semester abroad. I took the first summer 
group of a dozen or so students to Nancy, 
but the program quickly grew, because 
we offered professors outside the Foreign 
Languages Department the opportunity to 

recruit their own students and travel with 
us. At the University of Nancy, they would 
teach a course specifically tailored to the 
French environment. One professor, Donna 
Streifthau, led successive groups to study 
L’Ecole de Nancy, a form of Art Nouveau 
that developed in Nancy at the end of 
the 19th century. And history professor 
Merle Rife, a devoted Francophile, taught 
numerous courses on Franco-American 
history in Nancy.

When I left the summer program in 1989, it 
was taken over by Renée Nicolet Liscinsky 
and Ludo op de Beeck, who shared direction 
for years until Renée died in a collision 
while driving back to Nancy on the rainy 
night of Bastille Day, July 14, 2001. Dr. op 
de Beeck took the group for a few years 
until he retired. Current Foreign Languages 
Department chair Charles McCreary became 
director in 2004 and, except for a brief 
hiatus from 2014 to 2017, has managed to 
continue the tradition of IUP students at 
the University of Nancy. Naturellement, 
the program was canceled in 2020 due to 
COVID.

Victor Drescher
IUP Professor Emeritus

Kittanning, PA
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IUP students who studied at the 
Université de Nancy II in 1977-78 under 
Victor Drescher’s leadership
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Dorothy Ramale was a senior in 1943 
at Indiana State Teachers College 
when the dean of women, Florence 

Kimball, called her to her office to discuss an 
intriguing job offer.

The United States was heading into its 
second year of World War II, and the Army 
and Navy were scouring the country for 
intelligent women with strong analytical 
skills who could learn to decipher enemy 
codes. As an education major specializing 
in math, Ramale was exactly the type of 
candidate the military was seeking.

Ramale, who will turn 101 in April, is 
featured in Code Girls, the Untold Story of 
the American Women Code Breakers of 
World War II, by Liza Mundy. This 2017 
book explores the little-known impact  
these approximately 11,000 women had on 
the war. According to military officials,  
that impact included saving “many 
thousands of lives” in the Pacific theater 
alone and “shortening the war by no less 
than two years.”

Ramale grew up with sisters Alberta and 
Lucille on a farm near Cochran’s Mills, 
a small town in Armstrong County. She 
attended high school in Apollo, and since 
there was no daily transportation, she and 
Alberta stayed in a boarding house during 
the week. In a 2018 interview with Judith 
Knudsen as part of an oral history project 
for the Arlington (Virginia) Public Library, 
Ramale recalled the St. Patrick’s Day Flood 
of 1936 that washed away the boarding 
house while she, her sister, and others 
watched from across the street. As the house 
disintegrated, the woman who owned it 
exclaimed, “I just put those new curtains up 
last week.”

After graduating from high school, Ramale 
enrolled at Indiana State Teachers College 
in secondary education, following in the 
footsteps of her grandfather, who taught 
for 50 years. According to Mundy, Ramale 
took many high-level math courses and was 
often the only woman in her trigonometry 

classes, since “math was not a subject 
women were encouraged to study, and 
certain parts of the country had no female 
math teachers at all.”

Mundy covered the process the code 
breakers went through before their 
college graduation. Women selected for 
cryptanalysis work were sent envelopes 
containing a brief introduction to the 
history of codes and ciphers, along with 
numbered problem sets and strips of paper 
with the letters of the alphabet. The women 
were to complete the problem sets every 
week and turn them in. They learned which 
letters in the English language occurred 
with the greatest frequency, which letters 
were often paired together, such as s and 
t, and which appeared in triplets—est, 
ing, and ive—or in fours—tion. They also 
learned about various ciphers, including the 
Vigenère square, which works by shifting 
letters of the alphabet cyclically in a table. 
Ramale said she “would do a lesson, send it 
back, and then they’d send me another.”  
The process continued throughout her 
senior year. 

Originally recruited by the US Army as 
a civilian, Ramale joined the Navy as an 
officer in the WAVES (Women Accepted 
for Volunteer Emergency Service) with the 
rank of Specialist Q and moved to Arlington, 
where the cryptanalysis unit was located. 
She spent a month in the WAVES Navy 
boot camp at Hunter College’s Bronx branch 

’43 Grad’s 
Analytical Skills 
Helped War Effort
By Jan Shellenbarger

Dorothy Ramale as a Navy 
officer in the mid-1940s

Code Cracker

US Army code specialists in Arlington Hall, Virginia, during World War II
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(now Lehman College), where she learned 
about Navy traditions, customs, courtesy, 
and discipline and underwent daily two-
hour marches, physical conditioning tests, 
and recreation before she returned  
to Arlington. 

In an interview with Smithsonian 
magazine, Mundy said code breaking 
entailed days of staring at strings of 
nonsensical combinations of letters, seeking 
patterns in the alphabetical chaos. “With 
codes, you have to be prepared to work for 
months—for years—and fail.”

Mundy said the teams learned tricks to 
crack the messages, such as looking for the 
coded refrain “begin message here,” which 
sometimes marked the start of scrambled 
information. The key was to discover these 
“points of entry.”

“Their work was often mind-numbingly 
tedious and frustrating, as the women 
spent 12-hour days and seven-day weeks in 
steamy offices staring at incomprehensible 
columns of numbers and letters and trying 
to decipher patterns,” Mundy said. “They 
learned to recognize ciphers, where one 
letter is substituted for another letter or 
number, and to interpret ‘additives,’ extra 
numbers thrown in to stump prying 
eyes. They built and operated ‘bombe’ 
machines to decode the thousands of 
German messages sent out via the complex 
Enigma machine, work that was done 
in conjunction with Bletchley Park” in 
England.

Using information obtained from captured 
enemy units, “I’d sit at a table every day, 
and I’d have a paper with four-digit codes 
and a Japanese code book with all of the 
meanings of the four numbers,” Ramale told 
the Arlington library’s Knudsen. Mundy 
wrote that Ramale “did such expert work as 
a ‘reader,’ one of the most elite jobs, that she 
made a break into a Japanese code that led 
to the creation of a whole new unit.” 

Ramale soon was moved to another section, 
where she decoded messages sent in a 
five-digit code. “You’d be surprised how 
much more difficult it is to learn five digits,” 
Ramale said. After successfully breaking 
codes about troop movements and the 
positions of Japanese destroyers, Ramale 
would hear news reports about successful 
American battles and think, “Oh, I knew 
about that.”

Ramale’s sisters also joined the war effort, 
Lucille at the Pentagon and Alberta with 
the United Service Organizations. 

Alberta’s daughter, Anna Mae Allen, said 
that her family never knew what her aunt 
had accomplished during the war, since 
the code breakers were sworn to secrecy 
for many years. According to Mundy, they 
were warned, “just because they were 
female, that did not mean they would not 
be shot if they told anybody what they  
were doing.” 

Allen said, “My aunt never told Lucille, 
even though she lived with her, but Lucille 
wasn’t allowed to talk about her work in 
the Pentagon, either. Both Lucille and my 
mother passed away before the Code Girls 
book came out.” 

After the war ended, Ramale went on to 
teach throughout the US, including in 
Michigan and Connecticut. She also  
fulfilled her childhood dream of traveling, 
reporting that she visited “all 50 states, all 
seven continents, and I’ve been around the 
world twice.”

Ramale used the GI Bill to continue her 
education, taking a year off from teaching to 
pursue a master’s degree at the University 
of Pennsylvania before accepting a teaching 
position in Arlington. She recalled how the 
superintendent of the Arlington School 
District wanted to hire her, “because he 
knew that people who went to Indiana, 
Pennsylvania, the State Teachers College, 
were well trained.”

In 1951, Ramale began teaching at 
Yorktown High School in Virginia, 
becoming chair of the Math Department  
in 1964.

Throughout her career, she maintained 
a relationship with her alma mater, 
which became Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania in 1965. She was president of 
the alumni association from 1969 to 1971 
and was active with the Washington, DC, 
alumni group. In 1977, she was honored 
with IUP’s Citation for Service and named 
a Distinguished Alumna. Larry Judge ’64, 
then director of alumni affairs, told the 
Indiana Gazette, “It is a matter of record 
that Miss Ramale has served the alumni 
association and thereby the university in 
virtually every way possible for a  
graduate to serve.” 

Now living in a retirement facility 
in Springfield, Virginia, Ramale has 
difficulty hearing but has retained 
her sharp mind, her niece said. “She 
likes to do word puzzles and read her 
Bible,” Allen said. 

In the Arlington library interview, 
Ramale reflected on her life, saying, 
“I enjoyed all my teaching, and I 
enjoyed all my traveling.”

As author Mundy told the director of 
the Veterans’ History Project in the 
Library of Congress, “I just love the 
thought of these middle-school kids 
taking Miss Ramale’s Algebra I class 
and having no idea that this sweet 
woman, who people remember as an 
incredible math teacher, had been 
such a badass code breaker during 
World War II.” m

Now living in Springfield, Virginia, 
Dorothy Ramale will turn 101 in April.
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Women Accepted for Volunteer Emergency 
Service (WAVES) marched at the nation’s 
capital in 1944.
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here is, of course, education of  
the formal sort, from textbooks 
and lectures and the application of 

It’s a lesson that has been invaluable to 
Palmer in his role as founder and principal 
of Squat for Change, an international 
advocacy group working to change how 
society views the role of fathers. 

Palmer started Squat for Change in 2018, 
initially with the intent to push for the 
installation of diaper-changing tables in 
public restrooms. The organization has 
since expanded its mission to represent all 
parents, but especially fathers. 

Palmer wasn’t thinking about that, 
however, when on a whim he posted 
a photo of himself and his son Liam on 
Instagram. The photo candidly shows 
Palmer squatting on the floor, his back 
against a wall, with Liam splayed out on his 
lap for a diaper change. 

It’s a moment that rings true and familiar 
and frustrating to fathers who have had 
to attend to diaper duty in public spaces. 
Palmer said the moment capped a long 
day of running errands with the family. 

When a 
Change 
Becomes 
Essential
And It Starts in  
the Men’s Room

By Sam Kusic

T
critical thought. But there is also education 
of the informal variety—the kind that 
comes simply from meeting new people in 
new places and having new experiences 
together.  

Donte Palmer grew up in Philadelphia and 
attended a mostly Black high school. So, the 
Punxsutawney campus, where he started 
his IUP education, certainly offered him 
new experiences, and the connections with 
classmates weren’t necessarily immediate. 
But they were made, all the same. 

“IUP prepared me to open up my mind to 
receive opinions and thoughts that aren’t 
like mine and to try to find ways to connect 
so that we can build together,” said Palmer, 
a 2009 communications media graduate 
with a minor in theater. “What I learned 
from IUP was to learn from other people 
and to grow from the experience.”

Donte Palmer’s famous Instagram post

B
R

IA
N

 H
EN

R
Y



WWW.IUP.EDU/MAGAZINE 9

Annoyed with having to complete the task 
on the floor, he asked his oldest son, Isaiah, 
to document it. (Palmer also has a wife, 
Lakeisha, and middle son, Taylor.)

That photo might have stayed on his 
phone but for the fact that he rediscovered 
it one evening while thumbing through 
pictures. He thought he would share a bit of 
frustration with family and friends. 

“This is a serious post!!!” Palmer typed on 
Instagram. “What’s the deal with not having 
changing tables in men’s bathrooms as if 
we don’t exist!! . . . Look how comfortable 
my son is. It’s routine to him!!!! Let’s fix this 
problem!”

And then he went to bed, thinking nothing 
more of it. 

Overnight, the photo went viral, and a 
few hundred followers quickly turned 
into a few thousand. And now, more than 
three years later, Palmer leads a national 
campaign that represents every parent who 
has had the awkward experience of trying 
to change a child’s diaper, sans table, in a 
public restroom. 

Squat for Change is at once pushing for 
the installation of changing tables in 
public restrooms, especially men’s rooms, 
and challenging conventional and often 
stereotypical narratives about the role of 
fathers, in particular Black fathers. 

“There’s a lot of work to be done,” Palmer 
said, recalling a conversation with a man 
who told him it’s okay for a father to change 
a daughter’s diaper but not really “manly” 
for him to change a son’s diaper. 

In addition to prompting a rethinking of 
fathers’ roles, Palmer hopes his organization 

will give a voice to Black fathers, who are 
often written off.

“What they need is not just the installation 
of changing tables,” he said. “They need 
someone to sit down and tell their stories.”

As the campaign’s principal spokesperson, 
Palmer is trying to tell those and more 
stories to anyone who will listen—
restaurant owners, parents, policy makers, 
reporters, and the occasional celebrity. He’s 
been interviewed by the New York Times, 
Washington Post, and CNN. 

“What [Black fathers] 
need is not just 
the installation of 
changing tables. 
They need someone 
to sit down and tell 
their stories.”

“I was confused,” he said. “I changed a 
diaper, and now I’m on CNN?”

He has been on YouTube, too, delivering a 
TEDx Talk, and has had conversations with 
TV personalities. Drew Barrymore had him 
as a guest on her daytime talk show. And 
actress Jessica Alba offered a lifetime supply 
of diapers.

The attention is flattering, he said. And fun. 
But he said he doesn’t deserve all the credit. 

“I go into a restroom to change a diaper, and 
I’m now like the best dad,” he said. “But I 
wouldn’t even be a parent if it weren’t for 
my wife. And I just don’t think moms get 
the attention they need.” 

Palmer said the COVID-19 pandemic has 
slowed progress on the campaign’s main 
mission. Restaurants and taverns, if they’re 
open, are struggling, and the installation of 
diaper-changing tables is low on the priority 
list. 

However, the conversation around 
parenting has not stopped, nor will it. 
Palmer and Squat for Change are hoping 
to organize a national parents’ conference 
in Miami, where he lives, perhaps late this 
year.

IUP’s assistant vice president for Student 
Affairs, Malaika Moses Turner ’95, M’99, 
D’15, has known Palmer since his freshman 
year and said she sees his creativity in the 
Squat for Change initiative. 

“I think Donte is not allowing himself to be 
boxed in,” she said.

Turner emphasized that educators can only 
guide students; they can’t teach them to 
change the world. So, when students do, as 
Palmer is trying, she said it’s exhilarating 
to see.

According to Palmer, “People always ask 
me, do I support old dads, Black dads, young 
dads, gay dads, or trans dads? I want to help 
out any good dad, any good mom, any good 
parent. What defines a good parent is if they 
are changing those diapers and putting 
their children first and not their egos. We 
have to learn to put our children first, not 
our labels.” m

The Palmers, from left: Liam, Donte, Taylor, Lakeisha, and Isaiah
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As US marshal for the Western 
District of Pennsylvania, 
Michael Baughman ’86 
is responsible for securing 
three federal courthouses and 
protecting the district’s federal 
judiciary, US attorneys, public 
defenders, jurors, and federal 
court witnesses. A native 
of Westmoreland County’s 
Hempfield Township, he 
entered federal government 
service soon after his IUP 
graduation and in 1990 became 
a deputy US marshal in 
Washington, DC. Throughout 
his career, he has risen in 
the US Marshals Service, 
assuming progressive levels of 
supervisory responsibility. He 
was appointed to his present 
post in 2019 after serving in an 
acting capacity.

Chicago’s longest-running 
female meteorologist, Tracy 
Butler ’85 joined ABC 7 
(WLS-TV) in 1994 and appears 
on the station’s morning 
and midday programming. 
She also provides weather 
updates for ESPN 1000 Radio. 
A Pittsburgh native, she 
obtained meteorological 
certification from Mississippi 
State University and worked 
in Wheeling, Youngstown, 
and Richmond before heading 
to Chicago. In addition to 
preparing and producing 
forecasts, she has interviewed 
such luminaries as Bon Jovi, 
Tiger Woods, Jim Lovell, and 
Susan Lucci and has been 

Distinguished 
Alumni Awards

recognized for extensive 
community service and 
volunteering activities. Her 
ABC 7 weather team received 
a regional Emmy in 2014 for 
special reporting.

San Francisco physician 
Aaron Chapman ’86 has been 
medical director for Alameda 
County Behavioral Health Care 
Services for the past 11 years. In 
this position, he oversees the 
provision of medical psychiatric 
services within the county as 
well as the work of psychiatrists 
and other prescribers. A 
Brooklyn native, he came to 
IUP from Pittsburgh, later 
receiving an MD degree 
from Temple University 
and completing psychiatric 
training at Stanford University. 
Despite his predominantly 
administrative position with 
the county, he continues to 
provide client care and, as a 
Spanish-speaking provider, 
serves populations that might 
otherwise have limited access 
to psychiatric services. 

A senior defense industry 
executive, retired US Army Maj. 
Gen. Bryan Owens ’83 served 
until 2021 as Afghanistan 
country manager for Fluor 
Corporation, leading an 
organization of more than 6,500 
professionals who provided 
logistics support for military 
operations. He came to IUP 
from Butler and went on to 
earn two master’s degrees while 
pursuing a long Army career 

that culminated in command 
of US Army Alaska. By the time 
of his active-duty retirement 
in 2017, he had also fulfilled 
assignments in Pennsylvania, 
Washington, DC, North 
Carolina, Kansas, Georgia, 
Hawaii, South Korea, the 
United Kingdom, and Germany, 
along with deployments to 
Kosovo and Iraq and to New 
Orleans after Hurricane Katrina. 

Pennsylvania native Joann 
Schaeffer Sierra ’85 was 
raised in Lima, Peru, but 
returned to the commonwealth 
during high school. Coming 
to IUP from Harrisburg, she 
spent a semester in Spain and 
graduated with a double major 
in international studies and 
Spanish. For three decades, 
she has been a video editor/
producer for television and 
digital platforms with CNN 
and Univision and now as 
a freelancer and with ABC 
News. Her work has garnered 
numerous awards and 
nominations, both individually 
and as a team member. Among 
the highlights were three 
trips to the Oval Office to be 
congratulated by President 
Obama for her award-winning 
work. Her photography has also 
received recognition, as has her 
Washington, DC, rowing team, 
of which she is a founding 
member.

Born and raised in Indiana, 
Courtney Barilar Vose ’92 is 
senior vice president and chief 
nursing officer at Robert Wood 

Johnson University Hospital 
in New Brunswick, New 
Jersey. For several years, she 
was vice president and chief 
nursing officer, Nursing and 
Patient Care Services, at New 
York-Presbyterian Hospital/
Columbia University Irving 
Medical Center and two other 
affiliates. She has also served as 
an assistant professor of clinical 
nursing at the Columbia 
University School of Nursing 
and is a member of the board of 
directors of Capital Blue Cross 
in Harrisburg and a frequent 
national and international 
conference speaker. Beginning 
her career as an emergency 
room nurse in Philadelphia, 
she attained executive posts in 
Allentown and Bethlehem and 
earned two master’s degrees 
and a doctorate in nursing 
practice. 

Although she lives in New 
York, Linda Sidor Willett 
’69 is executive vice president, 
general counsel, and secretary 
at Horizon Blue Cross Blue 
Shield, New Jersey’s largest 
health insurance company. She 
came to IUP from Johnstown 
and after graduation taught 
secondary school science and 
earned two master’s degrees 
before joining American 
Cyanamid’s family of 
companies in the ’80s. Leaving 
to attain a JD degree, she built 
a practice after law school in 
which she defended medical 
device and pharmaceutical 
companies in mass tort 
litigation. She joined her largest 
client, Bristol-Myers Squibb, in 
1996 and came to Horizon as 
senior vice president in 2010.

The IUP Alumni Association honored both its 2020 and 2021 
Distinguished Alumni Award recipients in a virtual ceremony 
last April. An awards program was not held in 2020, because of 
the pandemic.

2020
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Born in England, former New 
Yorker Shaun Gabbidon 
earned degrees at Virginia’s 
Christopher Newport 
University and the University 
of Baltimore before receiving a 
criminology doctorate from IUP 
in 1996. Now Distinguished 
Professor of Criminal Justice 
at Penn State Harrisburg, he 
has been honored with many 
awards, has been a fellow at 
Harvard University’s W. E. B. 
Du Bois Research Institute, and 
has taught at the University 
of Pennsylvania’s Center for 
Africana Studies. His more 
than 100 scholarly publications 
include over 70 peer-reviewed 
articles and 13 books. In 2019, 
he was named a fellow of 
the Academy of Criminal 
Justice Sciences. In 2020, 
AcademicInfluence.com rated 
him the 24th most influential 
criminologist in the world.

Multiple Emmy Award-
winning producer Eric 
Monaco ’92 has spent nearly 
his entire career at NFL Films. 
After a short stint at a small 
television station, he joined 
the iconic Mount Laurel, 
New Jersey, company as a 
production assistant and has 
climbed the creative ladder. 
His first Emmy winner came 
in 2007, when “Finding Your 
Butkus” was honored as 
Outstanding Long Feature. 
Five more winners were 
Hard Knocks features on, 
in chronological order, the 
Cincinnati Bengals, New York 
Jets, Bengals again, Houston 
Texans, and Tampa Bay 
Buccaneers. His most recent 
Emmy recognized Outstanding 
Trans-Media Sports Coverage of 
NFL 100 Greatest.

Since establishing Ritter 
Illustration in 1993, visual 
artist John Ritter ’88 has 
created and produced original 
illustrations for a wide range 
of clients, including the 
Atlantic, Golf Digest, Harper’s 
Magazine, the New Yorker, 
Scientific American, the Wall 
Street Journal, Apple, Inc., KFC, 
Mylan, Paramount Pictures, 
and Random House. Born in 
Pittsburgh, John grew up near 
Delmont and after college 
headed west to California, 
where he worked for Adobe 
Systems, Inc., and Winterland 
Productions before starting his 
own freelance practice. Among 
his awards are recognitions 
by American Illustration, 
Communication Arts, Graphis, 
New York Society of Illustrators, 
Society of Publication 
Designers, and IUP College of 
Fine Arts.

With a master’s in 
anthropology from the 
University of Chicago and a 
doctorate in anthropology from 
the University of Michigan, 
Douglas Roblin ’75 lives and 
works in Rockville, Maryland. 
As a senior research scientist 
for Kaiser Permanente’s 
Mid-Atlantic Permanente 
Medical Group, he designs 
research projects with a focus 
on health care access and 
quality of care, develops 
and submits research grant 
applications, directs research 
project teams, and writes 
abstracts and manuscripts that 
describe research findings. 
Before assuming his present 
position in 2017, he was a 
Health Management and 
Policy professor at Georgia State 
University and had worked 
for Kaiser Permanente in other 
roles in Atlanta and in Oakland, 
California.

Honored with the 
Distinguished Alumni Award 
for Service, former IUP Alumni 
Association Board of Directors 
president John Simpson ’79 
retired in 2020 after 22 years in 
marketing with the Pittsburgh 
Steelers. The Trafford native 
contributes time and talent 
to the region as well as to 
the university. The Greater 
Pittsburgh Council of the Boy 
Scouts of America established a 
camp scholarship in his name, 
and the US Army presented 
him with the Freedom Team 
Salute award. In addition to 
the IUP chapter of the Honor 
Society of Phi Kappa Phi, he 
regularly plays key roles in 
IUP’s annual Pennsylvania 
Sports Business Conference.

Harrisburg native Alysia 
Burton Steele ’97 is associate 
professor of journalism 
instruction at the University 
of Mississippi, an acclaimed 
book author, and the winner 
of prestigious national awards. 
Internships at three Michigan 
newspapers led to jobs at 
the Columbus Dispatch, the 
Dallas Morning News (where 
her photo team’s coverage of 
Hurricane Katrina won the 
2006 Pulitzer Prize for Breaking 
News), and the Atlanta Journal-
Constitution. She received a 
master’s degree in photography 
from Ohio University and 
in 2015 published Delta 
Jewels: In Search of My 
Grandmother’s Wisdom. The 
book has occasioned more 
than 90 speaking engagements, 
including at a Smithsonian 
museum. She is currently 
pursuing a doctorate in 
American history.

Since 2017, Eric Zahren ’90 has 
been president and secretary 
of the Carnegie Hero Fund 
Commission, the Pittsburgh-
based foundation that since 
1904 has recognized more than 
10,000 individuals in the US 
and Canada. For 25 years, until 
his 2016 retirement, he was a 
special agent with the US Secret 
Service, ending his career as 
special agent in charge of the 
Pittsburgh Field Office. His 
previous assignments included 
presidential protection of Bill 
Clinton and George W. Bush 
and assignments in Newark, 
New Jersey, Washington, 
DC, and Berlin, Germany. 
He received a postgraduate 
diploma from the University of 
London and, as an IUP student, 
studied at Germany’s Duisburg 
University.

With a long history of 
classroom instruction at the 
secondary and college levels, 
Penn State professor Rose 
Mary Zbiek ’83 teaches 
undergraduate and graduate 
courses in mathematics 
education, content, and 
research at University Park 
and far beyond through World 
Campus, Penn State’s online 
arm. Widely recognized for 
her research activities, she 
has also filled leadership 
and administrative roles, 
including professor in charge 
of mathematics education 
and of secondary education, 
director of graduate studies, and 
department head. She grew up 
in the Luzerne County hamlet 
of Chase and eventually earned 
a master’s degree at Bucknell 
and a doctorate at Penn State.

2021
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Campaign Helps 
Students in 
Innumerable  
Ways
By Mary Ann Slater

Scholarships 
Encourage  
Standing Out
A major thrust of Imagine Unlimited 
was to provide scholarships for 
students so they can pursue academic 
interests and take first steps toward 
career goals.

When Noah Garrett arrived as a 
freshman from State College, he 
thought a physics or pre-engineering 
degree was in his future. Then he 
took a chemistry class, and he was 
hooked. Last May he graduated with 
a bachelor’s in chemistry and last 
fall began doctoral studies at the 
University of Pittsburgh.

In his early college days, Garrett 
learned about scholarships offered 
at IUP, and over the years he earned 
several, including the William and 
Audrey Madia Scholarship.

Both the scholarship and the 
department that houses chemistry 
are named for Bill Madia ’69, M’71 
and his wife, Audrey DeLaquil 
Madia ’70, as a nod to their longtime 
support of IUP. The Madias, who 
cochaired the Imagine Unlimited 
campaign, established their endowed 
scholarship for chemistry and physics 
majors in 2004 and gave more to the 
fund as part of the recent campaign.

Bill Madia studied chemistry as an 
undergraduate and earned a graduate 
degree in physics; Audrey’s degree is 
in home economics.

Garrett believes IUP’s scholarship 
opportunities motivated him to focus 
on his studies early in his academic 
career.

“It was encouragement to do well 
in my classes and stand out as a 
chemist,” he said.

He worked hard both in the 
classroom and in the lab, where he 
researched properties of ruthenium 
complexes and their potential use as 
antimicrobial agents for antimicrobial 
photodynamic therapy. For this 
research, he coauthored a review 
with faculty member Avijita Jain and 
fellow 2021 graduate Zachary Malone 
for the journal Photochemistry and 
Photobiology. 

In summer 2020, Garrett landed an 
internship with the US Department of 
Energy’s Pacific Northwest National 
Laboratory in Washington. Because 
of pandemic restrictions, he ended 
up staying in the East and doing his 
research online.

“It was definitely a fun experience, 
and I learned a lot doing it,” he said. 
“It was the first time I got to work in a 
scientific setting for 40 hours a week. 
I got experience going to research 
meetings and hearing about what 
other people are doing.”

The opportunities provided by 
his scholarships at IUP have also 
given him an edge at Pitt, Garrett 
said, where he has balanced taking 
chemistry classes, researching 
metal-organic frameworks in the lab, 
and teaching general lab courses to 
undergraduates. 

“I am more prepared for my 
teaching and my classes,” he said, 
acknowledging the groundwork laid 
at IUP. “It has gone pretty well.”
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Noah Garrett

W hen the Imagine 
Unlimited campaign 
ended in February 2021, 

having brought in a record-setting 
$81.36 million, IUP graduate and 
campaign co-leader Bill Madia said 
that the generosity of many donors 
stemmed from the care and concern 
that IUP had shown them. 

Because their experiences at IUP 
had so transformed their lives, these 
donors wanted to ensure that other 
students had the same opportunities 
to study and grow.

The campaign, which began with 
a $40-million goal, went on to 
raise double that amount with the 
support of more than 22,000 donors. It 
included the two largest gifts IUP has 
ever received—$23 million from John 
Kopchick ’72, M’75 and Char Labay 
Kopchick ’73 and $7 million from Tim 
Cejka and Debra Phillips Cejka, both 
of the Class of ’73.

Campaign priorities dovetailed with 
the university’s commitment to serve 
students. More than $38 million was 
raised for IUP’s future in science 
and mathematics, and just under 
$37 million came in for scholarships 
and research/program opportunities 
for students. Another $6.35 million 
was raised for athletic leadership 
opportunities, and the Student 
Assistance Fund received support to 
help those facing immediate financial 
needs, such as when COVID-19 
upended campus life. 

With these gifts, IUP continues to 
sow seeds of hope and inspiration 
in its students, who have benefited 
from new scholarship and research 
opportunities, new initiatives, and 
funding for their emergency needs. 

Here are examples of this historic 
campaign’s impact on students and of 
how the gift of giving lives on at IUP.
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New Perspectives for  
Future Police
Financial assistance from the 
Imagine Unlimited campaign helped 
English doctoral student Taylor Jones 
’14, M’17 with her career aspirations 
and supported a training program 
that promotes fairness in policing.  

Jones has been working with IUP 
English professor Veronica Watson 
on the Humanities Training in Law 
Enforcement initiative. Through 
this program, instructors introduce 
novels about Black detectives to 
police officers in training. The cadets 
then use that literature to reflect on 
policing in communities of color.

Watson came up with the idea in the 
summer of 2020 as the nation focused 
on police treatment of minorities 
after the death of George Floyd. She 
enlisted the help of English professor 

“It felt like something was missing,” 
he said.

Kelly has played football since first 
grade and has had strong mentors 
along the way. One is his brother 
Zac, a wide receiver for the Crimson 
Hawks from 2016 to 2019.

“When I was at Edinboro, I actually 
played him a couple times,” Kelly 
said. “That was a lot of fun. There were 
a bunch of people who always came 
down for those games.”

Another is his uncle, Jim Kelly, 
former Buffalo Bills quarterback, who 
was inducted into the Pro Football 
Hall of Fame in 2002. Although 
Connor was born some three years 
after his uncle’s retirement, he said, 
“I’ve heard so many stories, both the 
good and the bad.” Now Connor is 
focused on his own story. 

Last fall, he played for the Crimson 
Hawks before receiving his marketing 
degree in December. He returned to 
IUP in January to pursue his master’s 
degree in business administration 
and to begin workouts for another 
season with the Hawks. 

Kelly believes his future is brighter 
because of the Garbinski scholarship, 
which allowed him to use his 
summer job earnings to pursue his 
goals later.

“It has helped me a lot,” he said. “I can 
build for my future, whatever it is.”

Saving Now to Build  
a Future
For recent graduate Connor Kelly, it 
was a scholarship fund for student-
athletes established as a part of the 
Imagine Unlimited campaign that 
helped him follow his dreams.

Kelly was able to continue his studies 
in marketing, pursue career goals, 
and play football at IUP after he 
received the Fred Garbinski Family 
Scholarship, which supports student-
athletes enrolled in the Eberly 
College of Business. Fred Garbinski ’65 
played defensive end and tight end 
at Indiana State College for four years 
and established the scholarship in 
2016 in gratitude for all he received as 
a student.

Kelly transferred to IUP in January 
2020 after spending two and a half 
years at Edinboro, where he was a 
linebacker for the Fighting Scots. 
His plan was to play for the Crimson 
Hawks in his last two years of 
eligibility.

But six weeks into the spring 
semester, his plans went awry. As the 
threat from COVID-19 grew, campus 
shut down, and classes went online. 
That summer, the Pennsylvania State 
Athletic Conference suspended fall 
sports, which were later canceled.

Kelly described it as a “crazy” time, 
particularly that August, when 
football camp should have been 
starting. 
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Michael T. Williamson, in addition 
to Jones, and her project received 
support from two gifts to the Imagine 
Unlimited campaign.

The first was from Tim and Debra 
Cejka, who also led the campaign’s 
natural sciences and mathematics 
component. They gave $350,000 to 
aid IUP’s diversity and inclusion 
initiatives, citing the value of diverse 
experiences and perspectives on 
campus and in the workplace.

The second was a gift of $20,000 from 
Christopher and Dawn Fleischner, 
who own and serve, respectively, 
as president and vice president of 
CalWest Educators Placement. The 
couple contributed another $30,000 
to Watson’s program last November 
after the campaign had closed.

These gifts are funding many 
opportunities, including the 
assistantship that allows Jones to 
help with the humanities training. 

“I am very grateful there are people 
out there who want to fund work like 
this,” she said.

Last spring, Jones taught the class 
associated with the initiative with 
Watson and Williamson at IUP’s 
Criminal Justice Training Center. 
She realized some police cadets were 
unfamiliar with life in Black and 
Brown communities as depicted in 
the novels and believes exposing 
them to a new perspective sparked 
discussion that will help them in 
their careers. 

Jones also provides administrative 
support for the program. She has 
assembled curricular material and 
explored grant opportunities—career 
skills she’ll need after completing her 
doctorate. 

“Having that experience,” she said, “is 
just invaluable.”

From Sustenance to 
School Supplies
Support from the Imagine Unlimited 
campaign has also helped students 
struggling to meet basic needs—for 
food, housing, school supplies, and 
more—while earning their degrees.

About six years ago, a student group 
had plans for a pantry to assist peers 
hard pressed to afford groceries. Those 
plans got a boost in 2018 when Terry 
Serafini ’61 earmarked $30,000 of 
his annual gift to IUP for the cause. 
Cofounder of Computerpeople, Inc., 
Serafini knew from his charitable 
work in Pittsburgh that hunger was 
an issue on college campuses, and he 
stepped in to support IUP’s effort to 
address it. 

His gift leveraged even more support 
for the pantry when it became a 
source of matching funds for that 
year’s Student Giving Challenge.

Established in fall 2019, the IUP Food 
Pantry and Help Center is currently 
located in Wallwork Hall.

Claudia Pauley, a senior from 
Reading, works three to four days a 
week in the pantry, which is open to 
all students. Many who stop in live 
on campus and have meal plans, she 
said, so they may just pick up a snack. 

But off-campus students with limited 
financial resources come to the pantry 
to find foods for breakfast, lunch, and 
dinner.

In the fall semester, the pantry served 
688 on-campus and 301 off-campus 
students, said Malaika Moses Turner 
’95, M’99, D’15, assistant vice president 
for Student Affairs, who oversees the 
service.

Another IUP effort to help students in 
crisis is the Student Assistance Fund. 
Originally called the Emergency 
Response Fund, it was established 
as part of the Imagine Unlimited 
campaign in 2020 at a time when 
many students faced financial 
problems related to the pandemic. 

Staff members from different areas of 
the university—including Student 
Affairs, Financial Aid, the Foundation 
for IUP, and Student Billing—
compose a team that oversees the 
fund. It has helped some students 
who lost their work-study jobs when 
campus offices closed and others who 
needed technological upgrades, like 
a new laptop or a computer camera, 
when their classes went virtual.

As of the end of 2021, the assistance 
fund had helped 755 students and 
had received support from nearly 
4,000 unique donors. Private dollars 
given exceeded $650,000. The fund 
also distributed more than $3 million 
that had been received through the 

Malaika Turner and Claudia Pauley checked the food pantry’s inventory.
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federal Higher Education Emergency 
Relief Fund grant programs for 
postsecondary education. 

For its help through the Student 
Assistance Fund, IUP has received 
messages of thanks from students, 
including a music education and 
vocal performance major who lost 
her work-study job when COVID-19 
closed the campus. Fifty dollars 
from the fund helped her purchase 
a microphone to make recordings 
for her voice jury, or final-exam 
performance.

“These circumstances weren’t 
something that anyone was prepared 
for,” she wrote, “and it made me 
feel better to know that there were 
donations available if I needed them 
for school supplies.”

A single mother who had to leave her 
job when schooling for her children 
went virtual sent a thank-you for the 
$1,000 she received to help cover back 
rent.

“The current situation has been 
extremely discouraging for me and 
my family, so receiving this award 
has rejuvenated my energy level,” 
she wrote. “The assistance that you 
all provide goes further than you 
realize.” 

Volunteers Spur 
Victory
In addition to the more than 22,000 
IUP alumni and friends who made 
the Imagine Unlimited campaign a 
success through their gifts, more than 
100 contributed as active volunteers.

They were cabinet members who 
provided campaign leadership at the 
national level, as well as participants 
on advancement councils 
representing athletics, IUP’s academic 
colleges, the Leadership Society, and 
regions across the country.

At a victory celebration last summer, 
Khatmeh Osseiran-Hanna, IUP’s 
vice president for University 
Advancement, was able to thank 
many of those volunteers in person. 

She recognized several who hosted 
cultivation events and arranged 
meetings to introduce potential 
donors to members of the IUP team.

“Your help in engaging alumni 
and friends with the university 
is invaluable,” she said. “We are 
fundraisers, but more important, we 
are friend raisers.”

Throughout its course, Osseiran-
Hanna had emphasized that, 
in addition to raising funds, the 
campaign was about maintaining 
and strengthening relationships. 
Imagine Unlimited succeeded in that 
goal as well.

“More alumni than ever are actively 
engaged with the university, not just 
as donors, but as part of the alumni 
network, including as mentors and 
resources for current students and 
fellow alumni,” she said.

Characterizing alumni affinity for 
IUP as unlike anything she has seen 
in her more than 25 years in higher 
education, Osseiran-Hanna believes 
the campaign kindled that pride—
among alumni, friends, faculty, staff, 
and students.

“The Imagine Unlimited campaign 
has really lit a fire within the IUP 
family,” she said. “They are excited to 
be part of IUP’s future and want to 
set the university up for continued 
success, especially as we look toward 
IUP’s 150th anniversary in 2025.”

Hear campaign volunteers discuss 
their inspiration for giving at  
IUP.edu/imagine-unlimited. m

IMAGINE UNLIMITED    

The university community is grateful for the following gifts and 
pledges of $25,000 or more, made to the Foundation for IUP between 
October 1 and December 31, 2020, through the Imagine Unlimited 
campaign: 

Kathleen Baker ’94, a pledge 
of $25,000 to establish the Carl 
Adams Scholarship for Flute 
Performance for full-time 
students pursuing a degree in 
music with a concentration in 
flute

Chris Brussalis, a pledge of 
$25,000 to support the Robert C. 
Camp Business Scholarship

Larry Kubala ’68 and Barbara 
Bentrim Kubala ’68, M’73, 
a gift of $25,000 to establish 
the Barbara and Larry Kubala 

Giving

Claudia Pauley

Khatmeh Osseiran-Hanna
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Scholarship for Fine Arts for 
full-time students pursuing a 
fine arts degree, with preference 
given to art education majors

Andrew Longacre ’13, M’19, 
a pledge of $25,000 to establish 
the Gealy Wallwork Memorial 
Scholarship for Student 
Leadership for full-time students 
in good academic standing 
who are involved in leadership 
activities or are in a leadership 
position on campus

Khatmeh Osseiran-Hanna 
and Ibrahim Hanna, a 
pledge of $25,000 to establish 
the Osseiran-Hanna Endowed 
Scholarship for undergraduate 
or graduate international 
students from Lebanon, 
Palestine, Jordan, Syria, Iraq, 
Kuwait, or Cyprus

Sharon Ann Plowman, a 
gift of $25,000 to establish the 
Mary Rita Theiss Plowman 
Scholarship for full-time 
students with financial need 
who are majoring in early 
childhood education, with 
preference given to students 
from Allegheny County or 
Westmoreland County

William Richardson ’81, a 
pledge of $25,000 to establish 
the IUP Alumni Computer 
Science Scholarship for full-time 
students with financial need 
who are majoring in computer 
science

Scott Electric Foundation, 
Inc., a gift of $25,000 to support 
the Fund for IUP

Robert Strouse ’70 and 
Susan Strouse, a planned gift 
of $25,000 to establish the Bob 
and Sue Strouse Boardwalk 
Bowl Scholarship for full-time 
students with financial need 
who are in good academic 
standing and who are members 
of the football team

D. Pat Daugherty, a gift of 
$40,000 to support IUP

Pat Mazanek ’73, M’82 and 
Patti Shannahan Mazanek 
’74, M’86, a pledge of $41,853 
to support the Fund for IUP, 
the Dean’s Merit Scholarship 
in the College of Education 
and Communications, IUP 

for students participating in 
baseball

Symmco Foundation, a 
pledge of $50,000 to support 
the Culinary Academy 
Enhancement Fund

Beaumont Foundation of 
America, a gift of $60,000 to 
support the C. Edward Keller 
Scholarship for Criminology and 
Criminal Justice

Mary Ann Dickey, combined 
gifts totaling $75,000 to support 
the Nursing and Allied Health 
Enhancement Fund

Wanda Stitt-Gohdes ’70 and 
William Gohdes, a planned 
gift of $81,037 to establish the 
Dr. Wanda Stitt-Gohdes and Dr. 
William Gohdes Scholarship 
for full-time undergraduate 
students with a declared 
major in the Eberly College of 
Business and with preference 
given to graduates of western 
Pennsylvania high schools

Joan Frey Boytim ’55, M’64, 
a planned gift of $100,000 
in support of the Joan Frey 
Boytim Scholarships for Vocal 
Performance—Male and 
Female; the Joan Frey Boytim 
Scholarship for Keyboard 
Accompanist; the James A. 
Boytim, EdD, Scholarship; 
the James A. Boytim, EdD, 
Scholarship for Mathematics; 
and the James A. Boytim, EdD, 
Scholarship for Circle K

Blane Dessy ’73, a planned 
gift of $105,000 to establish the 
Blane Dessy Enhancement Fund 
for the IUP Libraries to support 
academic and programmatic 
needs, with priority given to 
continuing education, training, 
and other opportunities for staff

An anonymous planned gift of 
$200,000 to establish the IUP 
Alumni Veterans Scholarship for 
Athletics for active members of 
an NCAA-recognized team, with 
preference given to students 
from Cambria County 

Duane Miller and Jesse 
Miller, a gift of property valued 
at $200,000 in support of the 
new Academy of Culinary Arts 
building

An anonymous planned gift of 
$250,000 to support the Global 
Engagement Scholarship for 
students participating in a 
sanctioned and approved study 
abroad program

Florence Mauchant M’85, 
a planned gift of $250,000 
to establish the Florence J. 
Mauchant Scholarship to 
recruit students and/or to entice 
highly qualified graduate 
students to enroll in the MBA 
program, with preference given 
to international students from 
francophone countries

Douglas Roblin ’75, a 
pledge of $250,000 to establish 
the Douglas W. Roblin 
Award Fund for projects 
administered through the 
Department of Anthropology 
and the Madia Department 
of Chemistry, Biochemistry, 
Physics, and Engineering, 
with first preference given 
to interdisciplinary projects 
involving members of both 
departments and to projects 
involving graduate students 
and/or junior faculty

An anonymous planned gift 
of $1,000,000 to establish two 
scholarships for full-time 
students who have attained 
at least sophomore status: 
one scholarship for students 
pursuing a natural science 
BS degree in the Kopchick 
College of Natural Sciences 
and Mathematics, with 
preference given to those with 
financial need or working 
toward a biology, chemistry, 
or pre-veterinary degree, 
and another scholarship for 
elementary education majors, 
with preference given to those 
with financial need or with a 
concentration in mathematics

An anonymous planned 
gift of $1,750,000 to establish 
two scholarships, one for 
mathematics education majors 
and another for art education 
majors

IMAGINE UNLIMITED    

Magazine, the football program, 
the Sutton Scholarship, the Nell 
Jack Endowment, and the Lively 
Arts

Frank Baker and Mary Baker, 
a pledge of $50,000 to support 
the Kopchick College of Natural 
Sciences and Mathematics 
building 

Richard Caruso ’83, a pledge of 
$50,000 to support the Richard 
F. and Margaret C. Caruso 
Scholarship for freshmen who 
are graduates of Kane, Chartiers-
Houston, or Canon-McMillan 
High School

Michael Driscoll and 
Rebecca Driscoll, a pledge 
of $50,000 to support the Dr. 
Bennett Rafoth Endowment, 
which supports the Kathleen 
Jones White Writing Center

William Grant ’75 and Mary 
Grant, combined gifts of $50,000 
to support the William J. Grant 
Family Football Scholarship 
for full-time students who are 
members of the football team

Daniel Markey ’77 and 
Linda Markey, a gift of $50,000 
in support of the Kopchick 
College of Natural Sciences and 
Mathematics building, made in 
honor and memory of Walter 
Granata, who helped establish 
the Department of Geoscience 
and served as chair from 1972 
to 1979

Diane Mularz ’72, a planned 
gift of $50,000 to establish 
the Denise Mularz Wilks ’72 
Scholarship for English for 
full-time students at the main 
campus who are pursuing a 
degree in the Department of 
English and the Diane E. Mularz 
’72 Fund for Mathematics

Rodney Ruddock ’65, M’75 
and Ellen Sylves Ruddock 
’66, a planned gift of $50,000 to 
establish two scholarships—
the Rodney D. and Ellen 
Sylves Ruddock Mathematics 
Scholarship for full-time 
mathematics majors and the 
Rodney D. and Ellen Sylves 
Ruddock Business Scholarship 
for full-time students in the 
Eberly College of Business—and 
to continue support of the Rod 
Ruddock Baseball Scholarship 
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Milestone Generosity
The university community is 
grateful for the following gifts 
and pledges of $25,000 or more, 
made to the Foundation for 
IUP between January 1 and 
December 31, 2021.

Bonnie Harbison Anderson 
’80, a gift of $25,000 to support 
the Deanne L. Snavely Kopchick 
College Student Professional 
Development Fund

David Best ’00, M’02, a 
gift of $25,000 to support the 
Enhancing IUP Endowment, 
which supports the academic 
and programmatic needs of the 
university 

The Estate of Helene L. 
Boroch ’76, a gift of $25,000 to 
establish the Helene L. Boroch 
Memorial Scholarship for 
full-time students majoring in 
nursing

Gerald Clark ’69 and Cheryl 
Dunlap Clark ’68, a gift of 
$25,000 to support the Jerry and 
Cheryl Clark Boardwalk Bowl 
Scholarship

Anthony Ferrari ’70 and 
Kitty Ferrari, a planned gift of 
$25,000 to establish the Anthony 
J. and Kitty Ferrari Boardwalk 
Bowl Scholarship for members 
of the football team

Elizabeth Yoe Fiddler ’72, 
a gift of $25,000 to establish 
the Dr. Jerry B. Fiddler 
Memorial Scholarship for 
full-time students pursuing 
an undergraduate degree in 
education

Ronald Lunardini ’69 and 
Margaret Evans Lunardini 
’69, a pledge of $25,000 to 
establish the Ron and Peggy 
Lunardini Fund for expenses 
associated with the Department 
of Student Affairs in Higher 
Education’s Lunardini 
Distinguished Alumni Award

Cynthia Nixon Mastro, a 
gift of $25,000 to establish the 
Joseph M. Mastro Memorial 
Scholarship for full-time 
students pursuing a BSEd degree 
in social studies 

Edward Receski and Andrea 
Fako, a pledge of $25,000 to 
create the Coach Ed Receski 
Boardwalk Bowl Scholarship for 
members of the football team

The Statler Foundation, a 
gift of $25,000 to establish a 
scholarship for students in the 
Hotel, Restaurant, Tourism, and 
Event Management program 
based on academic excellence, 
character, and commitment to 
the industry

The Estate of Jack H. Reefer 
Jr. ’69, a gift of $26,200 to the 
Daniel DiCicco Marching Band 
Endowment for the purchase of 
new instruments or the repair 
of existing instruments for 
the marching band and to the 
Jack H. and Dorothy A. Reefer 
Memorial Endowment for 
Football for full-time students 
who are members of the football 
team
 
Marilyn Silvey, a gift 
of $26,397 to support the 
Bedford John “BJ” Silvey Sr. 
(’62) Scholarship for full-time 
incoming freshmen

The Spadafora Family, a 
gift of $27,000 to establish 
the Spadafora IUP Swim 
Team Enhancement Fund for 
academic and programmatic 
needs of the swimming team

The Robert and Nellie 
Reynolds Fund, a gift of 
$29,288 to support the Sutton 
Scholarship for incoming 
freshmen with a grade point 
average of 3.25 or higher and an 
SAT score of at least 1100. Robert 
Reynolds and Nellie Byers 
Reynolds were members of the 
Class of 1948.

An anonymous pledge 
of $30,000 to establish a 
scholarship for music majors, 
with preference given to those 
with a concentration in voice

The Leonard A. and Mary 
Jane Schafer Foundation, 
a gift of $30,000 to support the 
Fund for the IUP Libraries for 
resources, supplies, services, 
and staff, and to support the 
Student Assistance Fund for 
students experiencing financial 
hardship caused by the 
coronavirus pandemic. Mary 
Jane McMurray Schafer was a 
member of the Class of 1931.

The Salsgiver Family Fund, 
a gift of $35,000 to support the 
Dorothy Peterman Salsgiver 
Scholarship for Nursing and 
Allied Health

James Staples, a gift of $37,307 
to support the Dr. James Staples 
Piano Scholarship for full-time 
students pursuing a BFA in 
piano performance

The Estate of Robert Coleman 
Jr. ’50, a gift of $39,749 to 
support the Fund for IUP

An anonymous gift of $50,000 
to establish a scholarship for 
applied statistics

An anonymous gift of $50,000 
to establish the Coach Fry 
Scholarship for student-athletes 
and the Coach Fry Athletic 
Enhancement Fund

Barry Balliet ’74 and Diane 
Klingensmith Balliet ’75, a 
combined pledge and planned 
gift of $50,000 to support 
the Barry and Diane Balliet 
Scholarship for Nursing for full-
time nursing majors

The Fleischner Family 
Charitable Foundation, gifts 
totaling $50,000 to support the 
Humanities Training in Law 
Enforcement program

David Karl ’64, M’68, a 
planned gift of $50,000 to 
establish the David Karl 
Scholarship for Education 
for full-time undergraduate 
education majors

Diane Kirkland Krise ’89 and 
Timothy Krise, a gift of $50,000 
to support the Academy of 
Culinary Arts

Kimberly Brown Moore 
’74, M’75 and David Shores, 
a planned gift of $50,000 to 
establish the Kimberly B. Moore 
Human Development/Family 
Science Enhancement Fund for 
the academic and programmatic 
needs of students in the 
Human Development and 
Family Science program or the 
Family and Consumer Sciences 
Education program

Anita Malone Shaffer ’54, 
a planned gift of $50,000 to 
establish the Phillippi-Malone 
Family Scholarship for full-time 
students in the Family and 
Consumer Sciences Education 
program or the Human 
Development and Family 
Science program

An anonymous pledge of 
$52,500 to support a scholarship 
for full-time students pursuing 
an education degree, with 
preference given to those who 
graduated from Indiana Area 
Senior High School

Gretchen Barbor M’85 and 
John Barbor, a gift of $56,549 to 
support the Theater and Dance 
Enhancement Fund 

Tim Cejka ’73 and Debra 
Phillips Cejka ’73, combined 
gifts of $75,000 to support 
the Natural Sciences and 
Mathematics Building Fund and 
the Deanne L. Snavely Kopchick 
College Student Professional 
Development Fund 
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Shirley Shepard M’69, a 
planned gift of $83,078 to 
establish the IUP Master’s 
of Education Scholarship 
for students in the MEd in 
Education program, with 
preference given to those with 
an elementary education focus

Paul Costo ’60, M’65, a 
planned gift of $100,000 to 
the IUP Libraries’ Special 
Collections and Archives Fund

The Estate of Trevor R. 
Hadley ’68, a combined gift of 
$100,000 to support the S. Trevor 
(’37) and Olive (M’67) Hadley 
Scholarship, awarded yearly to 
the Student Affairs in Higher 
Education program participant 
deemed most outstanding 
on the basis of academic 
performance and professional 
contributions

Punxsutawney Area 
College Trust, gifts totaling 
$100,000 to support the 
Academy of Culinary Arts 
Student Scholarship and the 
Punxsutawney Campus

The Estate of Robert Mallick 
’84, a gift of $112,676 to establish 
the Robert Mallick Scholarship 
for students pursuing a 
degree in the Department of 
Mathematical and Computer 
Sciences

The Estate of Bruce A. 
Schonour ’71, a gift of $134,992 
to support the Bruce Schonour 
Scholarship for full-time 
students in the Robert E. Cook 
Honors College; the Bruce 
Schonour Enhancement Fund 
for the IUP Marching Band; the 
Bruce Schonour Scholarship for 
Music for full-time students in 
the Department of Music; the 
Bruce Schonour Enhancement 
Fund for the IUP Swim 
Team; the Bruce Schonour 
Enhancement Fund for the 
Theater; and the Charles Davis 
and Robert Ensley Memorial 

Scholarship for full-time 
students in the Department 
of Theatre, Dance, and 
Performance

Terry Serafini ’61 and Janet 
Serafini, combined gifts of 
$189,415 to support the Terry 
Serafini Legacy Fund 

An anonymous gift of $250,000 
to support the Crimson Scholars 
Circle and its programmatic 
needs 

An anonymous gift of $400,000 
to the IUP Arboretum Fund for 
materials for the arboretum and 
to the Allegheny Arboretum 
Enhancement Fund, which 
supports the Allegheny 
Arboretum at IUP

An anonymous planned 
gift of $781,000 to establish 
a scholarship for full-time 
students majoring in accounting 
or finance, with preference 
given to graduates of Seneca 
Valley High School in Harmony

Marla Prizant Weston ’80 
and Richard Weston, a gift 
of $850,000 to establish the 
Marla Weston New Horizon 
Scholarship for full-time nursing 
majors

James Berty ’70 and Gailen 
Dean, a planned gift of 
$1,580,000 to establish the 
Berty-Dean Trust for Secondary 
Science and Music Education, 
which provides scholarship 
support to students majoring in 
secondary science education or 
music education

Allen Amos ’71 and Jane 
Amos, a planned gift of 
$2,800,000 to establish the Allen 
and Jane Amos Scholarship for 
full-time students with financial 
need
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Young Alumni 
Achievement Award
In virtual events last March, IUP recognized 
six recent graduates with the 2021 Young 
Alumni Achievement Award. Each college 
dean selects a recipient who has graduated 
within the last 15 years.

Eberly College of Business 
and Information Technology: 
Kelly Welde Henderson 
’12, M’13, vice president, 
Talent Program manager, 
PNC Financial Services, 
Washington, DC

College of Education and 
Communications: Jessica 
Bowser Dirsmith M’06, 
D’13, clinical assistant 
professor, Department of 
Counseling, Psychology, and 
Special Education, Duquesne 
University, Pittsburgh

College of Fine Arts: James 
McNabb M’15, owner/artist, 
McNabb Studio, Philadelphia

College of Health and Human 
Services: Tessa Minnick 
Mongold ’10, M’12, 
Environmental, Health, and 
Safety manager, Johnstown 
Bottling and Laurel Packaging, 
Pepsi Beverages North 
America, Johnstown

College of Humanities and 
Social Sciences: Cameron 
Wilkins ’06, president/owner, 
Wilkins Company, Erie

Kopchick College of Natural 
Sciences and Mathematics: 
Ardian Soca Wibowo ’05, 
cofounder and chief scientific 
officer, Helix BioStructures, 
LLC, Indianapolis

Senate Awards
The University Senate recognized four 
faculty members and a staff member in 
May:

Prashanth Bharadwaj, 
professor of management, 
dean’s associate in the 
Eberly College of Business, 
and now the college’s 
interim dean, received 
the Distinguished Faculty Award 
for Teaching. He leads many IUP 
international programs, including the MBA 
program in India, the Discover India study 
tour, and the Executive MBA and PhD in 
Business programs with Arab American 
University. He also directs Eberly’s School of 
International Management.

Gloria Park, professor 
of English, received the 
Distinguished Faculty 
Award for Research. 
Specializing in teacher 
education for teaching 
English to speakers of other 
languages, she has published research 
in and has served as an editor for many 
internationally recognized publications, 
including the Encyclopedia of English 
Language Teaching. She is also a national 
screener for Fulbright applicants to South 
Korea and other Asian countries.

David Chambers, associate 
professor of political science, 
received the Distinguished 
Faculty Award for Service. 
A department chair for many 
years, he has coordinated the 
MA in Public Affairs program 
and has led IUP’s Free Speech Project. He 
has been active with the Association of 
Pennsylvania State College and University 
Faculties, has helped streamline the 
promotion process, and has chaired the 
IUP-APSCUF Grievance Committee.

Jason Worzbyt ’93, professor 
of bassoon and associate 
director of bands, received 
the Distinguished Faculty 
Award for Creative 
Arts. He has performed 
and recorded with wind 
ensembles and orchestras across the country 
and has served as guest conductor for 
many school and professional ensembles. 
He is also a band representative for the 
Pennsylvania Music Educators Association 

and a former District 3 president and higher 
education representative.

Beverly Gruss Mastalski 
’86, administrative assistant 
in the College of Health and 
Human Services dean’s office, 
received the Distinguished 
Staff Award for Service. 
She has been instrumental 
in revising her college’s internship process, 
maintaining affiliation agreements with 
more than 1,000 sites. She also edits her 
college’s monthly alumni newsletter. A 
member of the IUP Guides program in its 
inaugural year, she supported more than 25 
new students.

Alumni Board
George Kelly ’82, of Aurora, Ohio, and 
Ryan A. Miller ’02, of McLean, Virginia, 
recently joined the IUP Alumni Association 
Board of Directors. Current board officers 
are Tonya Anthony Hsiung ’00, M’03, 
president, Lancaster; Leslie Miller Purser 
’80, vice president, Dandridge, Tennessee; 
Brenda Peterman ’87, treasurer, Nutley, 
New Jersey; and Jerome Brown II ’97, 
secretary, Rockville, Maryland.

New Trustee
Last May, Maura King, an early childhood 
and special education major from East 
Brady, became the new student member 
of the IUP Council of Trustees, replacing 
outgoing student-trustee Abigaelle Vertil. 
King is the sister of Caleb King ’19, IUP’s 
student-trustee from 2017 to 2019. Maura is 
a member, and Caleb a former member of 
IUP’s Cook Honors College.

Student-Parent Support
Last fall, the US Department of Education 
awarded IUP more than $600,000 to 
continue another four years in the Child 
Care Access Means Parents in School 
program, which covers up to 90 percent 
of childcare costs for low-income student-
parents. This is the second round of funding 
that Kalani Palmer, program director 
and faculty member in the Department 
of Professional Studies in Education, has 
secured.

Visiting Teachers
For the sixth consecutive year, IUP was a 
host for the Fulbright Distinguished Awards 
in Teaching Program for International 
Teachers. Through the program, 18 teachers 

ACHIEVEMENTS
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from 11 countries spent time at IUP 
and at Indiana and Pittsburgh schools. 
Lara Luetkehans, interim provost and 
vice president for Academic Affairs, and 
Michele Petrucci D’05, associate vice 
president for International Education and 
Global Engagement, secured funding for the 
program.

Student Awards
Student achievements last spring included 
the following:

•  Geology major Susan Adams became 
IUP’s 12th Goldwater Scholarship 
recipient. Her research focuses on the 
tectonics of Taiwan.

•  Zane Billy, a finance and management 
information systems double major, 
became the first IUP student selected for 
a Fulbright Canada-Mitacs Globalink 
Internship. A member of the Cook Honors 
College, he is IUP’s 17th student Fulbright 
recipient.

•  A biology and biochemistry double 
major, Sarah Grandinette became IUP’s 
fourth recipient of the Kopchick Summer 
Fellowship. Funded by John Kopchick 
’72, M’75 and Char Labay Kopchick 
’73, the award provides a 10-week 
research experience at MD Anderson 
Cancer Center in Houston. Grandinette is 
a member of IUP’s Cook Honors College.

•  Vincent Thompson ’20, a student 
in the applied mathematics master’s 
program, was selected for the National 
Science Foundation Graduate Research 
Fellowship Program. Fewer than 15 
percent of applicants are selected for this 
funding. Thompson won a Goldwater 
Scholarship his junior year.

Archaeology Ranking
IUP’s Master of Arts in Applied 
Archaeology program ranked third 
in the world in 2021 in the number of 
registered professional archaeologists it 
produced. Established in 2009, the master’s 
program prepares its graduates to meet US 
Department of the Interior archaeologist 
qualification standards, required for 
inclusion in the Register of Professional 
Archaeologists.

Leadership  
Changes
Recent retirements have shifted several 
university leadership positions:

• Last summer, Timothy Moerland 
retired as provost and vice president for 
Academic Affairs after nearly nine years 
of service. During his tenure, he led the 
development of the University College, 
the Academic Success Center, and many 
other initiatives. Lara Luetkehans 
serves as interim provost, while Sue 
Rieg ’81, M’82 fills in for Luetkehans 
as head of the College of Education and 
Communications.

• In June, Deanne Snavely retired as 
dean of the Kopchick College of Natural 
Sciences and Mathematics. In her 11 
years at IUP, she helped raise the profile 
of science and math and played a key 
role in the planning of Kopchick Hall, the 
college’s future home. Former Geoscience 
chair Steven Hovan is the interim dean.

• After 29 years of service, Mary Morgan 
’91 retired in June as assistant vice 
president for Alumni and Friends. Upon 
her retirement, she was recognized for 
her strong record of establishing and 
maintaining relationships with alumni. 
Jennifer Luzier Dunsmore ’98 now 
leads the office, and Zach Hilliard ’13 is 
the director of Alumni Engagement.

• After five years as dean of the School of 
Graduate Studies and Research, former 
faculty member Randy Martin retired in 
2020. Hilliary Creely, former associate 
dean for research, now fills this role. 

• Upon her retirement last spring as 
executive director of Institutional 
Planning and Assessment, Barbara 
Duda Moore ’84 was recognized by the 
IUP Council of Trustees for 37 years of 
distinguished service. Chris Kitas now 
leads this office. 

• In January, Prashanth Bharadwaj 
began serving as interim dean of the 
Eberly College of Business. He is a 
longtime professor of management and 
dean’s associate. 

• Last spring, Curtis Scheib ’77, M’78 
was named dean of the College of Arts 
and Humanities, which was established 
through a reconfiguration that reduced 
the number of academic colleges from six 
to five. Yaw Asamoah is now dean of the 
University College and IUP Libraries.

Named Spaces
The IUP Council of Trustees recently 
approved naming several campus spaces:

• In Cogswell Hall, the trombone studio 
was named for Christian Dickinson 
and the music theater hall for Sarah 
Mantel. Dickinson retired from the 
music faculty last June after 36 years of 
service. Mantel, who retired in 2013 after 
27 years of service, died in November, 
two months after the naming.

• The terrace at the Breezedale Alumni 
Center was named for Mary Jo Banks 
Lyttle ’86, M’89, former director of the 
Office of Alumni Relations, whose 26 
years of service ended with her death 
in 2015. Mary Jo’s husband, Kim Lyttle 
’72, M’74, and Carl Johnson ’73 were 
recognized for supporting the terrace’s 
restoration.

• The Allenwood Restaurant dining room 
was named for home economics graduate 
Isabella Wilkinson Green ’28. Her 
son, Donald Green, was recognized for 
his support of the restaurant and the 
university.

Punxsutawney’s Light
A key figure in establishing and advancing 
the IUP Academy of Culinary Arts in 
Punxsutawney, Elaine Light died October 
2, 2021, at 99. She had worked as a reporter 
in Pittsburgh before marrying Sam Light in 
the 1950s and moving to Punxsutawney, 
where they raised two daughters. While 
Sam led the Groundhog Club, Elaine created 
popular groundhog-themed cookbooks. 
Over the years, she also studied with 
culinary greats, including Julia Child and 
Jacques Pepin.

A longtime board president of the 
Punxsutawney Area College Trust, Light 
is credited both with suggesting that 
Punxsutawney start a culinary school 
and with garnering support to establish it. 
When the Academy of Culinary Arts was 
dedicated in 1990, Light helped cut the 
ribbon. Nearly 20 years later, she would 
attend another IUP dedication, this time 
for Punxsutawney’s Fairman Centre. The 
center is home to the Samuel R. and Elaine 
K. Light Culinary Library, which houses her 
collection of cookbooks, many autographed 
by the celebrity chefs with whom she 
studied.

IN BRIEF



Professor Emeritus 
Chronicles School’s 
History
By Bob Fulton

C harles Cashdollar didn’t raise his  
 hand to volunteer when it came  
 time for someone to write a new  

book on IUP’s history.

He was “volunteered” by others.

The Story behind  
The IUP Story

The result? After more than a decade of 
work, Cashdollar’s The IUP Story: Indiana 
University of Pennsylvania, from Normal 
School to University was published by 
the Foundation for IUP last fall. It’s the 
first book chronicling the institution’s 
history since Dale Landon and Ron 
Juliette authored Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania: Our Homage and Our Love 
in 1991.

The back story to The IUP Story features 
former IUP President Tony Atwater, along 
with the subject of this story, a certain 
professor emeritus of history in the early 
years of retirement. A retirement soon to 
be consumed by one of the largest writing 
projects he’d ever undertaken.

“Tony Atwater thought they needed an 
updated history, because it had been quite 
a while,” Cashdollar said. “I did a little 
counting up, and it’s been 30 years since 
the Landon and Juliette history. A lot has 
changed since then. So Atwater approached 
the History Department, trying to get some 
history faculty to take released time and 
work on the book. But none of them were 
particularly interested, and they thought it 
would be a good retirement project for me.”

Cashdollar seemed an ideal candidate, given 
his long association with the university. A 
1965 graduate of IUP, he earned his master’s 
and doctoral degrees from the University of 
Pennsylvania before returning to campus in 
the fall of 1969 as a member of the History 
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Cashdollar reviewed page 
proofs of their book last 
summer.



Department faculty. He was honored with 
a Distinguished Faculty Award for research 
in 1989, a Distinguished Faculty Award for 
service in 1993, and a Distinguished Alumni 
Award in 2009. Cashdollar has written 
three previous books and dozens of articles, 
reviews, and book chapters. He retired in 
2005.

But if Cashdollar believed he would kick 
back and relax once freed from the shackles 
of a full-time schedule, he was sorely 
mistaken. Instead of a leisurely retirement, 
Cashdollar spent endless hours digging 
through dusty boxes in the university’s 
archives, poring over documents and 
records and photos, and writing about 
significant figures and pivotal moments 
from the university’s past. 

Cashdollar said he started on the project in 
2008 or 2009, and it was put on hold after 
Atwater left. “So there are a couple years in 
there where I didn’t do very much. In fact, 
I went on to other things. And then when 
President [Michael] Driscoll came, we got 
back on track again.”

In writing about the events and individuals 
that have shaped the university, Cashdollar 
found two themes have predominated 
throughout IUP’s history.

“One is, from the very beginning, a 
consistent commitment to excellence,” he 
said. “That’s right there in the statements 
that the founding trustees made—the high 
aspirations, the commitment to excellence. 
And then the second theme that runs 
through there is a kind of persistence in 
overcoming obstacles. We think we’re going 
through a bad time right now—and in some 
ways we are—but this isn’t the first time 
that we’ve encountered difficulties. The 
place almost went bankrupt within the first 
10, 15 years. And then there were problems 
again, great financial problems, any number 
of times going forward. So they persisted in 
overcoming obstacles.”

The 8¼-by-10¾-inch hardcover book 
features more than 400 pages and more 
than 400 photographs. Cashdollar writes 
about the school’s founding in 1875, when 
John Sutton Hall was the lone campus 
building; the school’s transition from 
Normal School to four-year teachers college 
in 1927; the World War II years, when few 
male students were left on campus; the 
turbulent 1960s, when antiwar protests 
were commonplace; and, most recently, the 
challenges of operating in the midst of a 
global pandemic. 

“This is more than a story of presidents and 
administrations and budgets and growth 
and relations with the commonwealth,” 
Cashdollar said. “That’s all there, as are all 
the buildings. But I’ve tried to describe 

what it was like to be a student here 
in the late 19th century and how that 
experience changed. This includes what 
classes and teaching methods were like, 
but also residential life, social regulations, 
and cocurricular aspects such as athletics, 
fraternities and sororities, clubs, and 
musical and dramatic performances. 
There is information about the changing 
roles of women and about our efforts to 
increase diversity and inclusion. It also has 
information about what alumni did after 
they left here.”

“I’ve tried to describe 
what it was like to 
be a student here 
in the late 19th 
century and how 
that experience 
changed.”

The book is divided into 15 chapters, 14 
arranged chronologically. The exception—
simply titled “Aunt Jane”—pays tribute to 
beloved educator and administrator Jane 
Leonard, a towering figure in the Normal 
School era. That Cashdollar devoted an 
entire chapter to Leonard indicates how 
critical he believes her contributions were 
to IUP’s success and, in fact, to its very 
survival.

“Especially because going through the late 
19th century we had a lot of very short 
presidencies and a lot of turmoil there at the 
top,” Cashdollar said. “She was consistent in 
holding things together for much of that first 
50 years.”

In May 2021, the IUP Council of Trustees 
jointly recognized Leonard, Cashdollar, 
and Cashdollar’s wife, Donna, for their 
contributions to the institution by naming 
the former College of Humanities and Social 
Sciences building, open since 2016, Jane E. 
Leonard Hall. It is the third building to bear 
her name. A fire destroyed the first in 1952, 
and IUP razed its replacement in 2018 to 
make way for John J. and Char Kopchick 
Hall, a new science complex.

Just as Leonard wasn’t alone in keeping IUP 
afloat through troubling times, Cashdollar’s 
book project was hardly a solo enterprise. 
For example, Donna Cashdollar contributed 
as a graphic designer and provided 
invaluable advice. Two others also helped 
bring The IUP Story to fruition.

“One is Harrison Wick, the university 
archivist,” Cashdollar said. “He did a lot of 
the photo searching and scanning of those 
photos, not to mention the fact that he just 
provided good service when I camped out 
over there. We went through boxes and 
boxes and boxes of stuff. And the other is 
Karen Gresh [’67, former IUP Magazine 
editor], who provided copyediting. Those are 
both significant contributions of time.”

Proceeds from the sale of the book go to the 
Foundation for IUP to promote and support 
the university’s educational purposes. It is 
available through the Co-op Store at www.
iupstore.com.

Cashdollar hopes readers enjoy the finished 
product as much as he did creating it.

“I’ve been working on this thing for 10, 12 
years,” Cashdollar said. “I have to say it was 
not only satisfying, but also a lot of fun. And 
it’s given me an even deeper appreciation 
for IUP and those who built and sustained 
it.” m
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One chapter, “Aunt Jane,” is devoted 
to the Normal School’s Jane Leonard. 
IUP recently recognized both Leonard 
and the Cashdollars by naming the 
former humanities building Jane E. 
Leonard Hall.
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1950s
William Schall ’59, M’63 and 
his wife, Carol, have moved 
to be closer to their children. 
Classmates can reach Bill at 
2093 Northwestern Pike, Apt. 
123, Winchester, VA 22603 or 
w.e.schall69@gmail.com. Bill 
retired as dean of the College of 
Education and Human Services 
at Longwood University.

1960s
Researcher, writer, and 
consultant Barbara 
Maruschak Tedrow ’66 has 
completed her second Fulbright, 
this time as an independent 
scholar serving as a Fulbright 
specialist in Lithuania. Her 
first Fulbright, awarded in 2001 
while she was an assistant dean 
at Delta College in Michigan, 
allowed her to travel to South 
Africa as a visiting professor.

or George Bender at benderg@
zoominternet.net to attend the 
next gathering, July 8-10. 

A frequent visitor to IUP’s 
Political Science Department, 
Larry Light ’73 connected 
virtually with Aleea Perry’s 
State and Local Politics class 
during the last school year to 
speak on careers in lobbying 
and politics. Larry retired from 
the Pennsylvania Medical 
Society as a senior vice president 
for advocacy in 2015 after a 
36-year career as a lobbyist and 
consultant.

The American Society for 
Biochemistry and Molecular 
Biology recently named Janet 
Smith ’73 the 2022 recipient 
of its Mildred Cohn Award in 
Biological Chemistry for her 
contributions to the structural 
biology field. Janet is associate 
director, research professor, and 
Center for Structural Biology 
director at the University 
of Michigan Life Sciences 
Institute and a professor in the 
university’s medical school and 
College of Literature, Science, 
and the Arts.

Cynthia Friend Crytzer ’75 
learned at a family reunion 
about wartime letters her 
great-great-grandfather, 
Thomas Nelson, a Union 
soldier in the “Roundheads” 
100th Pennsylvania regiment, 
had written to his wife, Lydia 
Jane. Cindy’s passion for family 
history led her to transcribe the 
letters for clarity and publish 
them as a book, A Civil War 
Husband, released in 2020. 
The book follows Thomas’s 
journey south from Plain Grove, 
Lawrence County, in 1861 to his 
capture and death at Georgia’s 
Andersonville Prison three 
years later. It also documents 
Lydia Jane’s hardships raising 
five daughters, including 
Cindy’s great-grandmother, on 
her own. Learn more at https://
civilwarhusband.com.
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Following his death on 
January 9, 2022, an obituary 
for Ned Wert ’58 counted 
among his survivors 
“hundreds of friends 
and former students.” In 
sharing their experiences 
at IUP, just as many former 
students have cited Ned 
as a major influence on 
their lives and careers. An 
IUP professor emeritus 
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of art and Distinguished 
Alumnus, Ned served in 
the Pennsylvania National 
Guard and taught at 
Elizabethtown Area High 
School before joining the 
IUP faculty in 1970. After 
his retirement nearly two 
decades later, he returned to 
IUP to direct the University 
Museum, leaving that 
post in 1996. In addition 
to teaching, Ned was an 
accomplished painter 
whose work over a 60-year 
period was the subject of a 
retrospective at the museum 
last year. Creating art on 
the side of one’s day-to-day 
career was something he 
encouraged of his students 
as well. At the opening of 
an alumni art exhibit at the 
museum in 2020, retired 
teacher Joy Biesinger 
Fairbanks ’72, M’78 said 
that staying active as an 
artist had been a challenge, 
“but Ned told us to keep 
doing it, and we did.”

Editor of the North American 
Journal of Psychology, Ellis 
McCutcheon ’67 recently 
surpassed 2,000 citations 
of his published research 
and 119,000 “reads” on the 
ResearchGate website. With 
nearly 150 publications, he is 
best known for his research on 
the personalities of celebrity 
worshippers. The scale he 
helped create to measure 
celebrity worship has been used 
in many countries.

The author of 40 picture and 
chapter books, William 
Bentrim ’68 has released 
his first science-fiction novel, 
Kiku’s Quest. Written for 
young adults, it is about a 
genetically engineered warrior 
who is unaware of her special 
abilities. Released in March 
of last year through Bearly 
Tolerable Publications, the 
book is available through major 
retailers. 

Miniatures artist Robert 
Olszewski ’68 signed a contract 
with the Walt Disney Company 
in January 2021 to continue 
designing new products to be 
sold at Disney theme parks. 
A 1998 recipient of IUP’s 
Distinguished Alumni Award, 
Bob has created a variety of 
miniatures for Disney over the 
past 27 years.

1970s
A retired professor who trained 
teachers at three universities 
over 33 years, Bill O’Bruba 
D’71 wrote that August 2021 
marked the 50th anniversary 
of his becoming one of the first 
two doctoral graduates at IUP. 
Don Brian received the other 
doctorate that summer.

Monica McKinnon 
Dannenberger ’71 recently 
published The Healer’s 
Legacy, the third novel in her 
Highland Spirits Series, which 
she described as “Scottish 
paranormal romance with 
elements of historical fiction and 
mystery.” Monica writes under 
the pen name M MacKinnon. 
Learn more at https://
mmackinnonwriter.com.

After missing their 2020 
get-together because of the 
pandemic, the IUP friends 
from the early ’70s that dubbed 
their annual reunion “IUP 
in the Woods” made it back 
to the Flying W Ranch near 
Tionesta last July. Participants 
included regulars Ralph 
Barone ’73, George Bender 
’73, Gary Cleaver ’73, Jim 
Griffith ’73, Bob Young ’73, 
Charlie Morgan ’75, and 
Charlie Parke, plus new 
additions Mike Silvestri ’73 
and Bob Gibson. Paul Beam 
’74 and Fred Gagliardi were 
unable to make it in 2021. Their 
weekend activities included 
golf, kayaking, and trading 
stories around a campfire. 
The group welcomes new 
members. Contact Bob Young at 
keyrly122@zoominternet.net 
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served in its Office of Diversity 
and Inclusion.

In the early ’80s, Matthias 
Zimmer took courses at IUP as 
an exchange student through 
a program run by Georgetown 
University. At that time, he 
was already a graduate of the 
University of Trier, Germany. 
A member of his country’s 
Christian Democratic Union 

Following up his Black Odyssey 
poetry collection, Gregory Seth 
Harris ’75 recently published 
a satirical novel, The Perfect 
Stranger. During his days 
as an editor at IUP’s student 
newspaper, the Penn, Greg 
wrote a popular satirical column 
called I-UtoPia. Now living in 
Denver, he is a performance 
poet who appears Sunday nights 
at the Mercury Cafe. His novel 
is available through major 
retailers.

In August, brothers of Chi 
Alpha Sigma/Delta Tau Delta 
celebrated the 50th anniversary 
of the XAS founding with a 
reunion in Indiana. Jim Sadler 
’75 wrote that, while touring 
the IUP campus, they paused 
for photos at the construction 
site of John J. and Char Kopchick 
Hall, as John Kopchick ’72, 
M’75 is a charter member of the 
fraternity. 

Last year, Paulette Leczek 
Green ’79 celebrated the 20th 
anniversary of starting her 
agency, P Green Design, by 

Indiana artist H. K. Miller 
’72, M’74 and his wife, 
Susan Lepley Miller ’72, 
M’76, recently donated 
H. K.’s painting 10th near 
Church to IUP’s University 
Museum in memory of their 
friend Carvel Markley ’71. 
Carvel, who died in October 
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2020, was an art teacher and 
a collaborator on musical 
productions in the Carlisle 
Area School District. The 
Millers are both retired from 
the Indiana Area School 
District, where H. K. taught 
art and Susan, Spanish.
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winning two American Graphic 
Design Awards, sponsored by 
Graphic Design USA, and a 
Communicator Award from the 
Academy of Interactive and 
Visual Arts. Having produced 
more than 100 logos through 
her full-service firm, Paulette 
said she goes beyond graphic 
design by drawing on her IUP 
journalism degree to enhance 
brand messaging and identity.

Bonnie Prencipe McMahon 
’79 has written and illustrated 
a children’s book, The Little Girl 
in the Mirror, about a toddler 
who finds a new friend in her 
reflection. Published in 2020 
through Newman Springs, the 
book is available through major 
retailers.

After 25 years at Norwood 
Financial Corp., John Sanders 
’79 retired as senior vice 
president and retail lending 
manager. He worked in banking 
and financial services for 43 
years. 

1980s
Last April, paintings by John 
Bell ’80 were featured in the 
exhibit Time of Memory at 
the CoArt Gallery in Staunton, 
Virginia.

In 2020, Pat Abramski 
Rumbaugh ’80, cofounder 
and executive director of Let’s 
Play America, began helping 
communities adapt to virtual 
play. By the spring of last year, 
she had written a column about 
it for Playground Professionals 
magazine and had spoken on 
her organization’s two virtual 
Play Days at an Association 
for the Study of Play virtual 
conference. Last summer, she 
spoke at Fairy Dust Teaching’s 
online Free to Play Summit 
and, through Star Bright Books, 
published her second children’s 
book, Let’s Play Outside. The 
book is available through major 
retailers and IUP’s Co-op Store, 
www.iupstore.com.

Four IUP Music Department 
alumni and friends who hadn’t 
gotten together since before the 
pandemic finally made that 
happen last summer. Lorraine 
Milovac ’81, Beth Luther Eger 
’96, Angela Berna Milliren 
’98, and Ethan LaPlaca M’21 
gathered at Beth’s home in 
Wexford to have lunch, sing, 
and discuss their programs. 
They all teach high-school choir 
in the Pittsburgh area and are 
active in the Pennsylvania 
Music Educators Association. 

In March of last year, Debra 
Evans Smith ’81 was a panelist 
for a virtual IUP discussion, 
“Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 
in a Professional Workplace,” 
that also featured Mauro Wolfe 
’90 of Duane Morris, LLP, and 
James Taylor of UPMC. Debra 
is a retired deputy assistant 
director with the FBI who also 

A group of IUP alumni 
known as the Black 
Experience Alumni 
Committee has been working 
since 2020 to improve 
the academic success and 
social experience of the 
university’s Black students. 
BEAC invited students 
to a fireside chat during 
Homecoming weekend and 
to networking events in 
Philadelphia and Pittsburgh 
during Thanksgiving break. 
Committee members Debra 
Evans Smith ’81, Felicia 
Fred ’81, Art Woods 
’83, Omega Gamble 
’08, and DeAnna Allen 
’10 met with students in 
Philadelphia, and Jamaal 
Gosa ’15, M’17 and Phillip 
Woods ’00, D’17 attended 
the Pittsburgh event.

LO
R

I 
M

A
R

SH
A

LL

From left: Omega 
Gamble, DeAnna Allen, 
and Debra Evans Smith



party, he was elected to the 
Bundestag, the German federal 
parliament, in 2009 and served 
two six-year terms. Living in 
Frankfurt, he remains active in 
his party and has a professorship 
at the University of Cologne, 
where he lectures on politics. 
Over the years, Matthias has 
kept in touch with Bob Sinclair 
’86, who provided this update.

A member of the Department 
of Health Sciences at Florida 
Gulf Coast University, Lori 
Buell Zallie ’83 wrote that she 
received her first dose of the 
COVID-19 vaccine last year from 
Kristin Weaver Phillipine 
’95, who, as a member of the 
Student Health Services staff, 
has led the school’s vaccine 
distribution. 

After 38 years in journalism, 
Lee Koch Janssen ’84 retired 
in October as editor of the 
Williamsport Sun-Gazette.

After retiring in June 2020, 
Victoria Brown Stetts 
’84 returned that fall as an 
emergency substitute to her 
position teaching art in the 
Montoursville Area School 
District. She “really retired” in 
December 2020 after 36 years of 
teaching.

IBM Corporation in Coppell, 
Texas, promoted Barry Baker 
’85 from team lead to project 
lead of its ELITE Software 
Team, which serves one of the 
company’s largest clients.

The founder of Pinnacle 
Financial Strategies, an 
independent wealth 
management firm in Wexford, 
Vic Conrad ’87 recently marked 
his 10th year of being named 
a Five Star Wealth Manager in 
Pittsburgh Magazine. He is one 
of only 66 professionals who 
have received this recognition 
each year since its 2012 start. 
Vic has been a financial advisor 
since 1994. 
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Natalie Balitski Duggan 
’87 has retired from substitute 
teaching.

Last May, Roy Mitchell 
’89 earned a master of music 
degree in jazz performance from 
Duquesne University, where he 
was a graduate assistant to Mike 
Tomaro, director of Jazz Studies. 
The school’s ensembles featured 
many of Roy’s compositions and 
arrangements in concerts and 
recordings. Find these and other 
selections on his Chartmeister 
Music Publishing website, 
www.wroymitchell.com.

1990s
In March of last year, Mauro 
Wolfe ’90 joined FBI retiree 
Debra Evans Smith ’81 and 
UPMC’s James Taylor on the 
panel of a virtual IUP program, 
“Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 
in a Professional Workplace.” 
Mauro is an attorney and senior 
partner with Duane Morris, LLP, 
in New York City.

As the assistant director 
of Marshall Dennehey’s 
Professional Liability 
Department for the past year, 
James Cole ’90 has helped 
manage a team of more than 
120 attorneys as they defend 
clients in claims and lawsuits. 
A member of the Philadelphia-
based firm for 23 years, Jim is 
a longtime shareholder and 
cochair of three practice groups. 

A managing director and private 
wealth advisor at Merrill, 
Jennifer O’Connor Haggerty 
’92 was named to two Forbes 
lists in 2021: Best-in-State 
Wealth Advisors (for her fourth 
consecutive year) and America’s 
Top Women Wealth Advisors. 
A resident of Peters Township, 
she has been with Merrill since 
2008.

A professor of communications 
at Saint Francis University, 
Pat Farabaugh ’93 recently 
published the book Disastrous 

Three siblings achieving 
All-America status was a 
feat not seen in IUP history. 
That changed at the NCAA 
Division II swimming and 
diving championships last 
spring, when Claire, Paige, 
and Luke Mikesell walked 
away with a family haul 
of 13 honors—highlighted 
by Paige’s national title in 
the 200 freestyle. They are 
the children of Susan Potts 
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Mikesell ’90 and Jon 
Mikesell M’94 of Clearfield. 
Claire joined her parents in 
the alumni ranks, having 
received a bachelor’s degree 
in 2020 and a master’s last 
May, both in health and 
physical education. Read 
more about the siblings’ 
groundbreaking season in 
“All in the Pool,” by Bob 
Fulton, at IUP.edu/mikesell. 

During the wreath-laying 
ceremony at Arlington 
National Ceremony in 
connection with the 
January 2021 presidential 
inauguration, Lt. Col. Daniel 
Toven ’91, ’92 served as 
conductor of the US Army 
Band as it played the 
national anthem. Daniel 
serves the band, also known 
as “Pershing’s Own,” as 
deputy commander and 
as director of the US Army 
Chorus.
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From left: Paige, Luke, and Claire Mikesell

Floods and the Demise of 
Steel in Johnstown, released 
by History Press in October. 
Pat spent four years on the 
IUP Journalism Department 
faculty before leaving in 
2011. 

Last spring, Melissa 
Shepherd Saunders 
’93 was appointed 
superintendent of Manassas 
Park City Schools in Virginia. 
She has worked in public 

education for 28 years and most 
recently served as executive 
director of student achievement 
for Manassas City Public 
Schools.

The annual Bill Sugra Memorial 
Golf Outing was held for the last 
time in August 2021. The event, 
which took place at Green Pond 
Country Club in Bethlehem, 
honored Bill Sugra ’93, who 
died in the September 11, 2001, 



attacks on the World Trade 
Center. In 20 years, the event 
raised more than a million 
dollars for charitable causes. 
Bill’s family will continue 
the memorial fund, with 
information available at www.
billsugramemorialfund.com.

With a lift of 507 pounds, 
Robert Gregory ’94, M’96, 
D’08 set a world record in 
the 165-pound men’s single-
ply deadlift competition at 
the World Raw Powerlifting 
Federation meet in Ohio in 
November 2020. Also a long-
distance cyclist, he was named 
to Who’s Who of the World 
Ultracycling Association after 
he earned an overall world 
ranking in the Year-Rounder 
competition, in which he 
accrued 5,250 miles during 50 
rides of 100 miles or more. Bob is 
a psychologist in Sarver.

In November, Brandie Smith 
’94 was named the John and 
Adrienne Mars Director of the 
Smithsonian National Zoo 
in Washington, DC, and the 
Smithsonian Conservation 
Biology Institute in Front Royal, 
Virginia. Since May, she had 
served as acting director of the 
zoo, which attracts 1.8 million 
visitors a year. Before joining 
the Smithsonian staff in 2008, 
Brandie was vice president of 
animal conservation for four 
years at the Association of Zoos 
and Aquariums.

Edinboro University of 
Pennsylvania named Kevin 
Courtright ’95 its 2021 Faculty 
Member of the Year. He is an 
associate professor of criminal 
justice in the Department of 
Criminal Justice, Anthropology, 
and Forensic Studies.

Last May, the Accrediting 
Council for Continuing 
Education & Training named 
Christopher Lambert ’95 
its sixth executive director in 
the agency’s 47-year history. 
Christopher and his wife, Kerry, 
live in the historic Old Town 
district in Alexandria, Virginia.

An eighth-grade integrated 
science teacher at Winburn 
Middle School in Kentucky, 
Jenny Coleman McCall ’96 
was one of 30 teachers selected 

forecast what colors the global 
paints supplier should produce.

2000s
Married to Ryan Boushell 
since October 2020, Cherie 
Hart Boushell ’00 works for 
Highmark Health as employer 
brand manager.

In fall 2020, the National 
Academy of Medicine gave 
Regan Lucas Bailey M’01 
one of the highest honors in 
health and medicine by electing 
her as a member. The academy 
recognized Regan, a professor 
of nutrition science at Purdue 
University, for “improving the 
methods to measure nutritional 
status for optimal health 
outcomes.” Before joining 
Purdue in 2013, she worked 
for the National Institutes 
of Health’s Office of Dietary 
Supplements.

Last year, Jessica Eroh 
Hoffman ’02 became the 
chief operating officer for Girl 
Scouts of Northern New Jersey. 
Her role involves providing 
direction on programs, working 
on cross-council planning, 
and recruiting and retaining 
members and volunteers. 
Previously, she worked as a 
program officer at Norwescap, 
a nonprofit that helps people 
overcome poverty. 

Belco Community Credit 
Union in Harrisburg recently 
promoted Craig Killian 
’02 to vice president of 
Account Resolutions, the area 
responsible for delinquent loan 
collection, fraud mitigation, and 
other services. He has been with 
Belco since 2015 and has worked 
in financial services more than 
20 years. 

Last summer, Cheryl Davis 
Siemers D’04 became the 
director of Kenai Peninsula 
College, a unit of the University 
of Alaska Anchorage. 
Previously, she served on the 
college’s English faculty and 
as the assistant director of 
academic affairs.

Rebecca Day Babcock D’05 
is a coeditor of Boom or Bust, 
a book that explores the oil 
industry’s impact on people and 

by the SETI Institute, a not-for-
profit research organization, for 
its 2021 Airborne Astronomy 
Ambassadors program. Offering 
professional development for 
teachers, the program aims to 
improve science education and 
engagement.

Since 2018, Robin Fiore Tate 
’96 has run her own coaching 
business, working with people 
with autism and attention 
deficit hyperactivity disorder, 
including couples, to reach 
their individually designed 
goals. A board-certified coach 
and certified autism specialist, 
Robin is in the process of 
obtaining credentials through 
the International Coaching 
Federation.

Last year, Bonnie Sheehan 
Young ’96 became a partner 
in the Labor and Employment 
Department at Philadelphia-
based law firm Fox Rothschild, 
LLP. She focuses her practice on 
personnel and labor relations 
for public school entities and 
private sector clients.

Jerome Brown ’97 has 
been promoted to senior 
defense analyst with the US 
Government Accountability 
Office. A member of the IUP 
Alumni Association Board 
of Directors since 2015, he 
currently serves as board 
secretary.

The Pennsylvania Council 
for the Social Studies in 2020 
selected Ken Kubistek ’97 as its 
Secondary Teacher of the Year. 
A history teacher at Riverview 

High School in Oakmont for 24 
years, Ken is cofounder of the 
school’s history club, which 
includes its award-winning 
Model United Nations and 
History Day teams.

In April of last year, Karri 
Russ Moser ’97 published her 
fourth novel, A Home for the 
Windswept, through Black Rose 
Writing. Set in 2008, the book 
tells the story of a young couple 
that leaves a small, paper-mill 
town in northern Maine to 
start a new life in Nebraska. 
It is available through major 
retailers.

The provost and vice 
president for academic affairs 
at Pennsylvania College of 
Technology in Williamsport, 
Michael Reed M’97 was 
recently chosen to be the school’s 
eighth president, starting in July.

Last summer, Leigh Ann 
Sekeres Derringer ’98 became 
an associate media director at 
Cogniscient Media, a 9Rooftops 
brand. From the agency’s 
Pittsburgh office she leads the 
development of media strategy 
and executes campaigns across 
channels for Belle Tire and other 
clients. Previously, she worked 
at agencies that included RJW 
Media and Mediahub, a division 
of the MullenLowe Group.

In March of last year, the 
Pittsburgh Post-Gazette featured 
Misty Walker Yeomans ’99, 
color styling manager at PPG 
Industries, in the story “Ask 
Me about . . . Why Cars Are 
Getting the Blues.” In her job, 
Misty analyzes trends and helps 
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Five years ago, when Beth 
Blosky Cross ’95 got 
involved with her sons’ 
Lakeside, California, Cub 
Scout pack, she found a 
fellow IUP graduate in 
Cubmaster Rob McKnight 
’68. Beth said she and Rob 
became great friends and 
colleagues, and last year she 
took his place leading the 
pack.



communities. It was released 
last April by the University of 
Oklahoma Press. Rebecca is 
the William and Ordelle Watts 
Professor of English in the 
Department of Literature and 
Language at the University of 
Texas Permian Basin.

As a kindergarten through 
second-grade teacher in Los 
Angeles, Melissa Shoup 
Gheen ’05 found many texts 
for young readers to be too 
challenging. In response, she 
created Snap Comics, short 
stories with picture clues 
designed to help children 
become more confident, 
motivated readers. Melissa 
credits IUP faculty members 
Barbara Kupetz ’73, M’77 
and Gary Stoudt with inspiring 
her as an educator. Her book 
is available through major 
retailers. 

The chief executive officer 
of Liberty’s Kitchen in New 
Orleans, Dennis Bagneris ’06 
was featured in the Restaurant 
Unstoppable podcast in July 
2020.

In April of last year, Layne 
Fargo ’06 connected with 
an IUP audience during a 
virtual meet-the-author event 
sponsored by the library. Her 
debut novel, Temper, was a 
New York Times Book Review 
summer reading pick and a 
CrimeReads best debut novel. 
Last spring, Scout Press released 
her second book, They Never 
Learn, about two women who 
exact revenge on men on a 
college campus. Her books 
are available through major 
retailers.

The College of Southern 
Maryland presented John 
Kulikowski ’06, associate 
professor of English, with its 
2021 Faculty Excellence Award, 
recognizing outstanding 
teaching and contributions to 
his college, department, and 
community.

A Pharmaceutical Sciences 
faculty member at the 
University of the Sciences in 
Philadelphia, Jason Wallach 
’08 has been featured in the 
Inquirer and other news outlets 
for launching and leading the 

the owner of Pittsburgh-based 
social media marketing agency 
Marketing Sociale.

A weekend anchor and 
investigative reporter at 
WJAC-TV in Johnstown, 
Crispin Havener ’12 won four 
Keystone Media Awards for 
his work in 2020: the top two 
prizes under Best Investigative 
Reporting, first place for Best 
Enterprise Reporting, and 
second place for Best Anchor/
Reporter.

Clarkson University in New 
York has granted tenure to 
Amber Stephenson D’13 
and promoted her to associate 
professor of healthcare 
management in the Reh School 
of Business. Amber, whose 
research focuses on how women 
leaders experience gender bias, 
also received the university’s 
John W. Graham Jr. Faculty 
Research Award last spring.

In May 2021, Carrie O’Hanlon 
’14 graduated from Clarion 
University of Pennsylvania 
with a master’s degree in 
education in curriculum, 
instruction, and teacher 
leadership.

Compass Pathways-funded 
Discovery Center, a collective of 
scientists focused on developing 
new psychedelic therapeutics. 
Jason has also joined the 
scientific advisory board of 
Mind Cure, a mental health 
and wellness company based in 
Vancouver.

An associate professor of 
English/journalism at California 
University of Pennsylvania, 
Anthony Todd Carlisle D’09 
has published his first novel, The 
Souls of Clayhatchee, about a 
man who learns secrets about 
his parents as he reluctantly 
travels south to bury his mother 
in her Alabama hometown. 
A former newspaper reporter, 
Todd also served in the US Army 
Reserve for 14 years, achieving 
the rank of captain, and was 
deployed to the Middle East 
during Operation Iraqi Freedom. 
His book is available through 
major retailers. 

2010s
Last summer, Donta Green 
’10 was appointed executive 
director of the Trade Institute 
of Pittsburgh, a nonprofit 
vocational training provider. He 
also coaches the Westinghouse 
Bulldogs varsity football team, 
which won the City League 
championship in 2019 and ’20.

A high school teacher for the 
deaf and hard of hearing, 
Lauren Bauer Barrett ’11 
has worked with Elise Tate, 
wife of the NFL’s Golden Tate, 
on SignMeUp, a collection of 
resources for teaching children 
sign language. Lauren has also 
published a book, The Add 
One-a-Day 30 Day Challenge, 
a self-help guide for improving 
mental and physical health by 
making one lifestyle change 
a day, adding up to 30 by the 
end of the challenge. She lives 
in North Carolina with her 
husband, James, and their son, 
Henry. 

Last spring, the American 
Foundation for Opioid 
Alternatives appointed Sarah 
Bostock Dickinson ’11 its 
executive director. This nonprofit 
combats the opioid epidemic by 
supporting alternative services 
and technologies. Sarah is also 

Michael Reyka D’15 has been 
named chief operating officer of 
Brook Lane, a nonprofit provider 
of mental health services based 
in Hagerstown, Maryland. 
He and his wife, Jill, live in 
Smithsburg and have two 
grown children.

The Eastern Regional sales 
manager for STS Metals, Joe 
Miller M’17 moved from 
Pennsylvania to South Florida 
in 2019 and now lives in Delray 
Beach.

Last summer, Penn State 
appointed Christopher 
Robinson D’17 its first assistant 
professor of social work and 

2000s
Cherie Hart ’00 to Ryan 
Boushell, October 31, 2020.

2010s
Brandon Kochinsky ’12 
to Raquel Lemelle ’14, 
October 9, 2020.

WEDDINGS
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Referring to the life’s work 
of a 32-year-old may seem 
presumptuous. However, 
Justin Brown M’13 has been 
devoted to diversity, equity, 
and inclusion education for 
nearly half his life. At his 
undergraduate institution, 
he started a group that talked 
about race and became the 
largest club on campus. Since 
then, he has conducted more 
than a thousand diversity 
training sessions across the 
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country, has given two TED 
Talks, and has published a 
book, all aimed at bringing 
people together. In recent 
years, he has also shared 
his wealth of experience 
in the Downingtown Area 
School District as director 
of Diversity, Equity, and 
Inclusion. Read more 
about Justin in an online 
feature, “Making Lightbulb 
Moments,” at IUP.edu/
justinbrown. 

Justin Brown spoke to students at Harcum 
College in Bryn Mawr.



Have you noticed this icon at the end of a class note? It means that more information and often photos 
are available on the IUP Magazine website under Alumni Extra, www.iup.edu/magazine/alumniextra.

ARRIVALS
1990s
To Alexandra Wasmanski 
’96 and James Davenport, a 
son, Jonah Abraham, January 
30, 2021.

2000s
To Sabrina Chmel Beck 
’04, M’06 and Jeremy Beck, 
a daughter, Bailee June, 
October 21, 2020. To Cindy 
Erickson Longo ’04 and 
John Longo Jr., a daughter, 
Keira Layne, December 26, 
2019.

2010s
To Ashley Yaworsky 
Cali ’10 and Tim Cali 
’11, a son, Troy Linden, 
January 28, 2021. To Kensee 
Roberts Lusebrink M’12 
and William Lusebrink, 
a daughter, Piper Marie, 
October 29, 2020. To Brianne 
Thomas Major ’12 and 
Jonathan Major ’13, 
a daughter, Laurel Joy, 
February 17, 2021. To Justin 
Brown M’13 and Nicole 
Brown, a daughter, Alayna 
Renae, December 13, 2021.
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tasked him with launching the 
school’s Bachelor of Social Work 
program and serving as program 
director. The program is offered 
exclusively at Penn State Greater 
Allegheny in McKeesport.

Reza Parchizadeh D’18 has 
joined the international news 
agency Middle East News US, 
Inc., as an Al Arabiya Farsi 
editorial board member in 
charge of news and analysis 
policy. He is a widely published 
political theorist and analyst 
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on the Middle East and a 
prominent peace and democracy 
activist in the Iranian diaspora, 
having promoted the Abraham 
Accords as the most viable 
method of attaining peace in the 
Middle East.

The US Department of State 
has selected Bita Bookman 
D’19 for an English Language 
Specialist virtual project at Gazi 
University in Turkey. A faculty 
member at Santa Rosa Junior 
College in California, Bita will 

work with Turkish partners 
to build the online testing 
capacity of English as a Foreign 
Language programs in Turkish 
higher education.

Pennsylvania Business Central 
recently named Conemaugh 
Nason Medical Center’s Alison 
Caddy M’19 to its list of 
Signature Leaders under 30. A 
registered respiratory therapist, 
Alison joined Conemaugh 
Health System five years ago 
and, last summer, was promoted 

to cardiac rehabilitation, 
cardiopulmonary, and 
cardiovascular manager. She is a 
graduate of IUP’s Health Services 
Administration program.

2020s
Following the October retirement 
of Lee Koch Janssen ’84 as 
editor of the Williamsport Sun-
Gazette, Marty Weaver ’21 was 
promoted to associate editor.



1935: Sarah Angel Brooks, Ella 
Hays Hoyman
1937:  Jean McKenney, Alice 
Hay Stutzman
1939: Jane Gilbert Wertz, 
Marion Tuttle Yaple
1940: Helen Horsky Karel
1941: Katherine Horner 
Gerheim, Jean McAfoose 
Hutchings, Helen Zimmerman 
Taylor
1942: Dorothy Howe Beamer
1943: Wilma Berkley Byron, 
Helen Reiman Engle, Helen 
Hamberger
1944: Betty Glessner Brant, 
Betty Huffman Dreyer, Audrey 
Campbell Ross
1945: Leola Rowe Balik, Betty 
Jean Johnston Davis, Grayce 
Lange Kahle, Jane Shaffer Peters
1946: Thelma Smucker Iscrupe
1947: Geraldine Zeigler 
Bonarrigo, Helen Mease 
Cumpston, Doris Gorman 
Henderson, Rena Munro Ott, 
Mary Mellinger Stock
1948: Cecilia Rasdorf Liquori, 
Rosemay Dewey Moyer, 
Ethel Naylor, Rhea Bachtell 
Powers-Hornyak, Doyle Shank, 
Josephine Frey Spears
1949: Elizabeth Hitchcock 
Anderson, Thomas Beggs, 
Camille Rapp Cambier, Edith 
Shrensky Glock, Helen Wess 
Miller, Elizabeth Reisinger 
Stanton, Nancy McCullough 
Tiger*, Sara Lundquist Weiss, 
Virginia Stasik Zarow 
1950: Lois Glass Benson, Robert 
Coleman Jr., Velma Brown 
Forsythe, Ann Kosanovich 
Hamilton, Emma Kline 
Mostoller, Stanley Whippo
1951: John Bacon, Coston 
Frederick, Carol Smith Ginther, 
Patricia Remaley Humphrey, 
Nancy Wallace Kraybill, 
Martha Doughty Kriever, 
Patricia Prevade McCaffrey, 
Dolores Miller Nizinski, Anna 
Koppitz Reynolds, Joanne 
Mauchline Rowley, Clifford 
Simpson, Marjorie Morgan 
Zimmerman
1952: Jane Moore Cribbs, Jean 
Vairo Delia, William Joseph Jr., 
Ruth Frencik Schwirian, Verna 
Bindas Vockel
1953: William Blehar, Earl Ceh, 

Jean Peron Celmer, Mary Ann 
Firment Duda, George Gasper, 
Jack Kuhns, Betty Marshall, 
George Mohr, Margaret Reed 
Moss, Betty Thomas Reese, 
Grace Gemmell Scanlan, Frank 
Vairo Jr., Dorothy Jakovac 
Wratcher
1954: Nancy Snyder Allen, 
Eugene Cecchetti, Paul 
Erickson, John Gulick, Marilyn 
Lydic Hooker, William 
Kampert, JoAnne Leidy Love, 
Myrtle Spires Reichard, Juliet 
Anderson Vogel
1955: Ronald Baughman, 
Helen Vasilko Beckner, 
Constance Erickson Cadden, 
Arline Maskas Feicht, Elizabeth 
Edmiston Sainovich, Eugene 
Spagnoli, John Trettel
1956: Fiore Dippolito, Charles 
Emanuel, Sally Ann Harshey 
Franke, Marilyn Montag Hines, 
Patricia Mihaly Jasinski, Emery 
Letham, Howard Robertson, 
Illene Dechant Smith
1957: Thomas Bicanich, Jean 
Canel Eckert, Judith Whelpley 
Himes, James Hoy, Nancy 
Potts Hutton, John Iiames 
Sr., Norman Lewandowski, 
Nancy Glover Roach, Nicholas 
Visovsky, Judith Hostetler 
Zettle
1958: John Dropcho*, William 
Farrell, James Forsha, David 
Hill, Virginia Stoner Hill, 
William Holtz, Richard 
Newcomer, George Pettorini, 
Gertrude Lisensky Russell, 
Gould “Fred” Schrock*, Janet 
Spiers, Thomas Tallarico, 
Ned Wert*, Patricia Beatty 
Westwood
1959: Craig Cunningham, 
Henry Farrar, Thomas Foose Jr., 
Barbara Sulzner Greenwood, 
Norma Howarth, Louise 
Lettiero, John Meneely Jr., 
Olianus Orsino, James Price, 
Charles Steele, Richard Wick
1960: William Bruckner, 
Jean Robison Costo, Marvin 
Gall, Sandra Gardner Greaves, 
Barbara Hild Klingensmith, 
Roger Knepshield, Morris Krape, 
Anthony Nicholas, Gerald Page, 
Robert Reed, Yvonne Shirey 
Thomas, Sally Blaine Truesdale, 
Sonie Rabenstine Underwood, 

Patricia Dixon Walker, Jeanette 
Kauffman Wetzel
1961: Myra Grossek Atkinson, 
James Bedford, Philip Bower, 
Richard DeBastiani, Lois Lott 
Fenton, Joseph Klein, Joseph 
Smatlak (M), Mary McMillan 
Smith
1962: Barbara Pluchinsky 
Cackowski, Sarah Caruso, 
Lillian Minich Drozdo, 
Louanne Kane, Robert Matha, 
Dorothy Nedrich, Lois Keatley 
Price, Bonnie Rafferty, Eugene 
Shaffer, William Wilt
1963: Evan Abrams, Elizabeth 
Reimet Bechtel (M), Gail 
McQuown Caldwell, Ruth 
Bach Emberg, Mary Beth 
Hampson, John Hranitz, Duane 
Lingenfelter, William Maloy 
(M), Richard Price, James 
Shepherd, Lois Lankard Smith, 
Brian Thomas 
1964: Leonora Allera Bee, 
Louise Wasieko Edwards, 
Richard Fisher, Nancy Skone 
Higgins, Donald Hobaugh, 
Ronald Lockwood, Jane Henk 
Mead, Eugene Meglio, Roy 
Myers, John Onderick, James 
Scarnati, Thomas Schiffgens, 
Judith Smith Shue, Robert 
Waltenbaugh, Harry Winslow 
III, Patricia Reesman Wolfgang
1965: Albert Baraniak, Dawn 
Greenawalt Beisel, Roger 
Bolland, Francesco Dileo, 
Anne Capellman Kennedy, 
Winifred Noel Lemmon, Lois 
Gordon Livingston, Gaynell 
Scalise Markowski, Ellen Herr 
Molhoek, Thomas Newman, 
Carol Rodkey Riblett, Geraldine 
Toncini (M), Daniel Wess (M), 
Andrew Yanish
1966: Ray Alexander, Victoria 
Antonacci, Donald Blose, 
Laverne Berkoben Borst (M), 
Twila Landman DeCarlo, 
Mary Lou Lamb Gaughan, 
Ronald Heibert, Constance 
Parkes Johnson, Edward Kunc, 
Theodore Reid, Phillip Ruffner 
(M), Sandra Swetland, Rose 
Daniel Trimeloni, Lois Detwiler 
Williams, Thelma Stahl Wilson, 
Kathleen Zabec 
1967: Richard Allenbaugh, 
John Charlesworth Jr., Marcia 
Evans Gallina, Stanley Honacki, 

Joann Javonovich Javons, 
Carolyn Richmond Mauzy, 
Carlton Pearce, Thomas Petey 
(M), Deloris Hobaugh Simmons, 
Catharina Debruijs Vandop
1968: Sharon Chambers, 
Jeffrey Damms, Joel DeGrand, 
Carol Blinn Greiner, Ronald 
Hopkins, Bruce Leaf (M), Gloria 
Opatkiewicz, Richard Shaffer 
(M), Irene Mulvey Shinsec, 
Marlene Pilarcik Soulsby, 
Kathleen Wecker Yeater
1969: Mark Bedont Jr., Lorraine 
Pavlik Cristillo, Debbie Ferraco 
Glover, Phyllis Zoller Mandella, 
Alexandra Betetto McNulty, 
Dale Mennell, Kenneth 
Poorman, William Rush III, 
Jeane Nelson Shelhamer, 
Kathleen Wecker Yeater
1970: Cathy Cousins Blose, 
Jeffrey Cale, Margaret Gannon 
DiPasquale, Sandra Stein 
Forejt, William Gabonay (M), 
Howard Halfhill Jr., Judith 
Johns, Rebecca Burns Kovar, 
Janet Hamm Logan, Harvey 
Marriner, Thomas McHenry 
(M), Janet Rodgers Moore, 
James Scahill III, Rodney 
Spence, Donald Standish, Karen 
Valek, Brien Wall, Beverly 
Adams Wellen, Kenna Williams 
(M), Melba Williams, Sande 
Zirlin (M)
1971: Norman Boring, Norman 
Carter III, Keith Craig, Ralph 
Feather Jr.*, Larry Gebhardt, 
Elizabeth Conroy Hewitt, Allen 
Kubeldis, Joseph Molitierno Sr., 
Patricia Schrecengost Treusch, 
David Weber
1972: Francis Balombiny, 
Karen Brockunier, Stanley 
Cronin, Richard Croyle, Jean 
Bish Deeley, Eugene DeWitte, 
Rebecca Johnson Evans, Barry 
Friedline, Michael Harvath, 
Anthony Kosciuszko, Ronald 
Larko, James Leet, Dennis 
Lezzer, Samuel Magee (M), Sue 
McCarthy Malin, Margaret 
Croker Matthews, Richard 
Orendorff, Frederick Sloop Jr., 
Karen Smith, Bonnie Wright 
Young
1973: Debra Broker Belko, 
James Bolton, Vicki Campbell, 
Barbara Dziamniski Dawson, 
Jayne Kretchman Deal, James 
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Duffy (M), Alice Eakin-Malicki, 
Patricia Dougherty Elwood, 
Sylvia Central Hilty, Stephen 
Liadis, Barbara Mainhart, 
Samuel Minder Jr., Charles 
Morrow, Margaret Conlin 
Paquette, Susan Peck, Shirley 
Edmondson Piekielek, Robert 
Schmelzer, Mary Ann Settle, 
Charles Sutton, Sally Bucher 
Traini, Patrick White
1974: Ronald Beilchick, Peggy 
Conlin, Bradley Cramer, Mary 
Hammerle*, Thomas Lambert, 
Marcia Galka Napoli, Christine 
Patton, Mindy Stivason Riggle, 
Denise Sikora Ross, Vincent 
Tate
1975: Toni-Renee Putt 
Anderson, Barbara Antley, 
Robert Aronson, Susan 
Cavanaugh, John Nale, Elaine 
Westwood Osborn, James 
Schadel, James Schimpf (M), 
Linda Barron Sokolovich, 
William Wright
1976: Doris Tritinger Anderson 
(M), Timothy Burke, Linda 
Korcinsky Burns, David 
D’Andrea, Brycelyn Eyler (M), 
Frederich Fowles, Robert Grove, 
Robert Hughes, Matthew Hunt 
(M), Claudia Ostaffy Losego, 
Audrey Jones Mandel (M), 
Richard Michael, Irina Syty
1977: Jerry Bock, Marjorie 
Cowan Bovan, Naomi Wirdzek 
Desiderio (M), Joan Fox, 
Geoffrey Seacrist, Paul Von Geis 
(M), Ronald Yuhas
1978: Kathleen Reilly Austin, 
Danielle Zatezalo Borghi, 
Jeffrey Bugher, Cory Isenberg, 
Barry Judd 
1979: Kenneth Bomgardner, 
Robert Dalecki Jr.*, Stanley 
Detar (M), Karen Adiutori 
Frederick, Andrea Dettore 
Graham, Cleva Hartman 
(M), John Harvath Jr., Susan 
Heilman, Michael Lucas, 
Lawrence McCune, Patricia 
O’Connor, Mark Panizzi, Mary 
Morse Parsons, John Pierce (M), 
John Pino (M), Karen Polakovic, 
Joan Zelonka Raymond, Julie 
Sejpal (M), George Trkulja, 
Judith Cruse Ververs (M)
1980: Kenneth Armacost, Jann 
Caripolti (M), Ann Sonensen 
Coleman (M), John DeJohn (M), 
Mary Walker Eisenstat, Thomas 
Joseph (M), Diane Repyneck 
Martin, Kathleen McKeegan, 
Donald Turner, Terry Tylka
1981: Carol Rice Cameron, 
Sharon Carl (M), Robert 
Ehrig (M), Steven Locascio 

(M), Raymond Makusiewicz, 
Marsha Malesky, Evelyn Louttit 
McCroskey, Robert McElroy, 
Douglas Posey (M), Brenda 
Mumau Schrecengost, Ronald 
Shuster, Barbara Balmoos Staub, 
Roy Williams Jr. (M)
1982: Beth Ash, Louise Bem, 
Linda Shearer Connelly, 
William Grumbine, Walter 
Hanson, Brian Herbeck, Mark 
Michrina, Linda Moore (M), 
Stephen Patchin, David Rascoe, 
Dale Rummel (M), Charlotte 
Osenkowski Smith
1983: Bonita Bober, Rodney 
Bullman, Curtis Constant (M), 
Lauren Jackson, Robert Klaum 
(M), Thomas O’Neil, Andrea 
Smiesko, Mary Ann Weaver (M)
1984: Suzan Baker Decker, Earl 
Keim II (M), Wallace Leggett, 
Robert Mallick, Scott Salser*, 
Alan Wallace, John Westcott, 
Nicholas Zsamboky
1985: Laurie Alexander, 
Frankie DeGeorge (M)*, David 
Kulha (M), Judy Zurovchak 
Lesko, Richard Vanus Jr., John 
Veon, Cherie Jaworski Zell
1986: Mark Bero, Charles 
Colton (AA), Lisa Komm 
Jenkins, Anthony Viglione
1987: Ronnelle Selva Buch, 
William Conner (M), Marcella 
Lawer Gauen, Charles Szajna, 
Joseph Wise
1988: Theresa Berg, Linda 
Treese Dell (M), Steven Slota
1989: Chris Coffman, Timothy 
Gatti, Holly Germick Hunter, 
Thomas Miller Jr., Robert 
Padasak, Anne Marie Puto (M), 
Robin Biega Scaer, Heather 
Skonier-Baer, James Stockard
1990: William Duff, Debra 
Boozer Fiumara, Michael 
Onderko, Jennie Wincek, 
Cynthia Wolff
1991: Lorine Flower, Scott 
Grant, Susan Kaplon, Betty Ross 
(AA), Harold Schall, Michael 
Shoemaker
1992: Michael Hudak, Paula 
Pickett (M), Jacqueline Hill 
Tackett, Joseph Tedeski
1993: Edward Avalli, Brian 
Bobich, Keith Isenberg, Tammy 
Beale Ninosky, Suresh Samuel
1994: Stephanie Bloxdorf, 
Joanne Peck Lerro, James Smith
1995: Scott Digel, Sandra 
McCracken (M), Shannon Graf 
Mincin, Larry Plaster Jr., Lisa 
Ramer
1996: Christine Butler*, Edward 
Carmack, Christopher Eckrote, 
Carol Porterfield Milowski (D), 

Kierstin Lang Mucci (M), Joseph 
Saad Sr., Christopher Williams
1997: Douglas Liscomb, Renee 
Moeller Sandusky, Douglas 
Shoup, Robert Sipe, Richard 
Tremmel
1998: Brian Ford, Ernesto 
Nicastro, Melissa Boettger 
Ryan, Theresa Zugell
1999: Chris McDaniel English, 
Joseph Naunchik, Kristine 
Hummel Putt, Teresa Meterko 
Schleef
2000: Robert Fleckenstein, 
Rebecca Helman, Dolores 
Kotelnicki
2001: Shawn Jusko
2002: James Charnesky, Shawn 
DeStefano, Richard Heisler, 
Christopher Young
2004: Jillian Butler, Karen Etter, 
Janet Lane (D)
2005: Robert Riggie
2006: Michael Aul, Matthew 
Counsman, Timothy Kamberger 
(M), Brian Trimbur
2007: Jacob Miller
2008: Constance Alexander
2010: Timothy Denton (M), 
Derek Reimer, Henry Sinopoli 
(D)
2014: Eric Moyer
2015: Michael Hanni, Jessica 
Tyner (CA) 
2020: Christian Cochran

*current or former faculty 
member, staff member, or 
administrator

Note: In cases in which an IUP 
degree beyond the bachelor’s 
was earned, only the bachelor’s 
degree is indicated. Deaths of 
faculty members are reported 
in the Mentors section of this 
issue.
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Other Deaths

Daniel Butler, who retired 
from the Paint Shop in 2004 
after nearly 34 years of service, 
died October 15, 2021.

Robert Dalecki Jr., who 
worked as an information 
technology manager for 
Aramark for 18 years, died 
November 6, 2021.

Ruth Fisher, who retired 
from Custodial Services in 2004 
after five years of service, died 
December 30, 2021.

Albert Hathaway, who 
retired from Custodial Services 
in 2007 after more than 33 years 
of service, died June 9, 2021.

William Helsley, a Carpentry/
Paint Shop supervisor who 
retired in 2015 after 30 years of 
service, died February 7, 2021.

John Homerski Jr., who 
worked in the Information 
Systems and Communications 
Center from 1985 to 1992, died 
September 20, 2021.

Mohammed Mujahid Khan, 
an MBA student through 
IUP’s partnership with PES 
University in Bangalore, India, 
died December 23, 2021.

Wilfred McCombie, a member 
of the Custodial Services staff 
in his 20th year of service, died 
November 24, 2021.  

Bernard McQuown, an 
assistant football coach 
between 1995 and 2015, died 
October 29, 2021.

Edward Rostis, who retired 
from Custodial Services in 2009 
after 33 years of service, died 
January 10, 2022.

Hunter Smith, a first-year 
music education major from 
Connellsville, died November 
23, 2021.

Linda Todd, who retired from 
Accounts Payable in 2007 after 
more than 20 years of service, 
died January 31, 2021.

Joseph Ukish, who retired 
from Custodial Services in 1987 
after seven years of service, died 
January 19, 2021.

Irene Wilt, a former employee 
of the Co-op Store, died October 
19, 2021.
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MENTORS

Island Escape
Through the Sculpture Support 
System, an artist collaborative 
they started two years earlier, 
faculty members Sharon 
Massey and Sean Derry 
led creation of a public art 
installation, Traffic Island Oasis, 
along Oakland Avenue across 
from the Oak Grove last May. 
With their used-cardboard 
creations, Massey’s 3D Design 
students transformed the space 
into a whimsical escape from 
pandemic-related restrictions. 

IUP Innovators
The latest faculty members 
featured in IUP’s Innovators 
video series are Mike Sell and 
Veronica Watson, both of the 
English Department.

In “Engaging Young Writers 
with Digital Story Games,” 

Sell discusses his joint project 
with IUP master’s and doctoral 
graduate Rachel Schiera 
that leads school-age children 
in creating interactive digital 
stories and builds their skills in 
writing and computer coding 
along the way. In “Applying the 
Humanities to Police Training,” 
Watson details discussion of 
Black detective novels with 
police cadets to encourage them 
to think about how they’ll treat 
the people they police. More 
about Watson’s initiative is in 
“Imagine Unlimited Impact” on 
page 14.

Started in 2019, the video 
series has highlighted other 
faculty projects, including 
Greg Kenning’s sensor 
that measures the freshness 
of milk and other products, 
Matthew Vetter’s classroom 
contributions to Wikipedia, 
and guidance from Joann 
Migyanka ’97, M’01, D’06 
to help emergency workers 
interact with people with 
autism. See the videos at IUP.
edu/innovators.

WWII Crash Site Study
Last summer, Anthropology 
faculty members Andrea 
Palmiotto and William 
Chadwick led an excavation at 
the site of a World War II plane 
crash in Germany. They sought 
to assist with a larger US effort 

to account for missing military 
personnel from past conflicts. 
Nine undergraduate and two 
graduate students from IUP 
took part in the six-week study 
near Gifhorn. 

IUP had been chosen for 
the task by the Henry M. 
Jackson Foundation for the 
Advancement of Military 
Medicine, in conjunction 
with the Defense POW-
MIA Accounting Agency. A 
forensic anthropologist with 
the DPAA before coming to 
IUP, Palmiotto had worked 
on WWII, Korean War, and 
Vietnam War cases and had led 
excavations in Vietnam and 
Laos.

Faculty Deaths
The following former faculty 
members died in recent 
months:

Thomas Ault, a faculty 
member who retired from the 
Department of Theater and 
Dance in 2011 after 23 years of 
service, died March 7, 2021.

Kenneth Brode, who retired 
as a professor of German in 2004 
after 41 years of service, died 
February 3, 2021.

Christine Butler ’96, 
M’03, who retired from the 
Counseling Center faculty in 
2011, died October 16, 2021.

Patrick Carone, a former 
professor of political science 
and director of International 
Affairs who retired in 2003 after 
36 years of service, died August 
24, 2021.

Edith Cord, a faculty member 
in the Department of Foreign 
Languages in the 1960s and ’70s, 
died September 21, 2021. She 
wrote “Our Fight for Civil Rights 
in Indiana” for the Winter/
Spring 2021 edition of IUP 
Magazine.

Frankie DeGeorge M’85, 
who taught in the Professional 
Studies in Education 
Department between 1995 and 
1997, died March 16, 2021.

John Dropcho ’58, a professor 
emeritus who retired from the 
Art Department in 1992 after 25 

years of service, died September 
1, 2021.

Ralph Feather Jr. ’71, M’74, a 
faculty member in the Physics 
Department from 2003 to 2005, 
died November 7, 2021.

Sarah Mantel, a professor 
emerita who retired from the 
Music Department in 2013 
after 27 years of service, during 
which she directed the Opera 
and Music Theatre program, 
died November 13, 2021.

Scott Salser ’84, a temporary 
faculty member in the Music 
Department in 2009 and a 
former Community Music 
School instructor, died 
December 18, 2021.

Gould “Fred” Schrock ’58, 
M’61, a professor emeritus 
who retired from the Biology 
Department in 1996 after 28 
years of service, died July 5, 
2021.

Ed Sloniger, a professor 
emeritus who retired from the 
Health and Physical Education 
Department in 1998 after 30 
years of service, died December 
31, 2021. Also the golf coach for 
17 seasons, he was inducted 
into IUP’s Athletic Hall of Fame 
in 2005.

Vincent Taiani, a faculty 
member who retired from the 
Marketing Department in 2012 
after 32 years of service, died 
December 10, 2021.

Eugene Thibadeau, a 
professor emeritus who retired 
from the Foundations of 
Education Department in 2008 
after 38 years of service, died 
March 25, 2021.

Nancy McCullough Tiger 
’49, a temporary faculty 
member in the College of Home 
Economics from 1974 to 1980, 
died April 30, 2021.

Ned Wert ’58, a professor 
emeritus who taught in the 
Art Department for 18 years 
and retired as director of the 
University Museum in 1996 
after six years in that position, 
died January 9, 2022.

Paige Niklas secured her 
cardboard roof in the breeze.

Mike Sell

Veronica Watson
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Grateful for a Glimpse
It’s a coincidence that the last name of Jim Leda ’95 
and the word leader are so similar. It’s no coincidence 
that the leadership roles he held as an IUP student—
student government president and student trustee—
presaged a lifetime of leading in many areas.

One of these is philanthropy. Jim and his wife, Leslie 
Vanderhoof Leda ’98, have been premier supporters 
of financial help for IUP students. Most recently, that 
support has bolstered the Student Assistance Fund. 
Created in March 2020 under the name the Emergency 
Response Fund, it recognizes ongoing needs of 
students due to unforeseen circumstances—COVID 
among them.

“Leslie and I couldn’t imagine having COVID concerns 
on top of the challenges we faced [as students],” 
Jim said. “Looking forward, we are also pleased to 
support the Robert C. Camp Business Scholarship, 
which recognizes Dean Camp’s truly outstanding three 
decades of service to the Eberly College of Business.” 
Camp retired as dean of the college in June 2020 and 
as a member of the Management faculty a year later.

Jim believes his leadership roles as an IUP student 
gave him “a glimpse into what lay ahead in the real 
world—collaboration, compromise, problem solving, 
appreciating different points of view, and getting 

the deal done—but in a structured and guided 
environment.” He points to Kim Lyttle ’72, M’74, a 
fellow trustee at the time, who became his mentor and 
to this day a close personal friend. 

The “real world” Jim found after IUP included a 
consulting role with Price Waterhouse, where he 
advised financially distressed companies or their 
creditors, an MBA from the University of Chicago, and a 
decade spent on Wall Street with Merrill Lynch. Now he 
heads the US practice of a Cayman-based international 
insolvency firm. He also serves on the Foundation for 
IUP Board of Directors.

Leslie came to IUP from Kane and met Jim the summer 
after he graduated. Leslie’s professional life began 
with Federated Investors in Pittsburgh. A few years 
later, she joined Lord Abbett, where she oversaw the 
firm’s regulatory filings for 17 years before moving into 
human capital management.

Although they love New Orleans and live there when 
they can (thanks in part to the influence of the late  
IUP music professor Lorraine Wilson), the Ledas 
currently reside in Jersey City, three blocks from 
Leslie’s office and a 20-minute commute to Jim’s 
across the Hudson River.

If you, too, would like to transform lives through a gift to IUP, please call the University 
Advancement office at 724-357-5661 or send email to iup-giving@iup.edu.

The Ledas in New Orleans
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CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED

STAY CONNECTED TO IUP WITH FACEBOOK, 
TWITTER, YOUTUBE, AND MORE.

VISIT WWW.IUP.EDU/SOCIALMEDIA
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HOMECOMING 2022 IS OCTOBER 1.
IUP.edu/homecoming

A WAVING WELCOME
In support of the LGBTQIA+ community, a flag pole 
and Progress Pride flag were dedicated last fall outside 
the Center for Multicultural Student Leadership and 
Engagement in Elkin Hall. The project was funded in 
part by an It’s On Us PA grant.
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